
1:19 a t i m i  d>c &1 r'.'oO dqjdpou m l  dorttXou XpLcnroO. Doubtless the 
author  had I s a . 1111:7 in mind. In the previous verse the re  was an 
a l lu s io n  to  I s a . 111:3 and o ther  references  to I s a . 1111 abound in 
t h i s  e p is t le .  J.  Jeremias^ has pointed out t h a t  l ik e  Jesus Himself, 
the  primit ive  community of the  e a r l i e s t  period viewed Him as the 
Servant  of the  Lord in I s a .1111. This i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
made in Acts v i 11:32. In John 1:29 & 36 the B ap t is t  r e f e r s  to 
Chr is t  as duvdg, while elsewhere in the New Testament the  word used 
isdpvCov. The Innocence and purity of the Old Testament sacr i-  
f i c i a l  lamb and the lamb's funct ion  in redeeming and re s to r in g  man's 
relationship with God are employed in the early church commt ,ity  as 
the essentia l interpretation o f  Jesus Christ. We should note, how­
ever, that in contrast to the passages in John, the author does not 
speak of Christ as actually  the lamb, but only compares Him to i t .  
This could be a pointer to  the early date of h is  m aterial, while 
the use of r e f le c t s  i t s  Judean provenance, for both John 1:29 
& 36 and Acts v i i i ; 3 2  derive from that stratum of the trad ition .^  
Metaphorically, I Pe te r  applies dcmAcc to the s a c r i f ic ia l  blood of 
Christ in order to convey the thought o f  His s in lesan ess. This 
word o r ig in a lly  expressed a c u l t ic  concept applicable to ob. sets  
which were pure and "free from blemish"*^ and included the thought 
t h a t  God, who is  Holy, accepts only t h a t  which is  morally blameless .^  
I t  i s  in th is  moral sense that Jas.1:27 uses the term in the phrase 
fiorciAov tourdv Trpetv drJb tou h6ouou. When I Peter comes to apply 
th is  teaching in h is catechetical instruction In 11:11, he uses 
dnAxeoSab in a p a ra l le l  sense. But here i t  i s  James who develops 
most fu l ly  the  relig ious and moral content  of t h i s  original c u l t i c  
concept. The constant use o f such metaphorical concepts may in-  
dicate  th a t  the  Temple c u l t  was s t i l l  funct ion ing ,  not only when

1. See J. Jeremias, z w r  I , pp. 338-341. 2. Ibid.

3. See Ex.x1i:5; x x ix i l ;  L ev ,x x ii:17-25; E z e k .x l i i i :2 2 f .

4. See A. Oepke, KDWT I ,  p. 502.

5. Cf. Eph.1v:22, where drtottOsvaL is  used instead.



1:19 oXyotL cbg dyvou ayiyou Mat donlXou XpLcrroO. - Doubtless the 
author had I s a . 1111:7 in mind. In the  previous verse  there  was an
a l lu s io n  to  I s a . 111:3 and other references  to  I s a . 1111 abound in
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t h i s  e p i s t l e .  J .  Jeremias has pointed out th a t  l i k e  Jesus Himself, 
the  p r imit ive  community of the e a r l i e s t  period viewed Him as the 
Servant of the Lord in I s a . 1 H i ,  This i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
made in Acts v i 11:32. In John 1:29 & 36 the  B ap t i s t  r e fe r s  to 
Chr is t  as duvdg, while elsewhere in the  New Testament the word used 
i s  dtpvLov. The innocence and pu r i ty  of the  Old Testament s a c r i ­
f i c i a l  lamb and the  lamb's funct ion in redeeming and re s to r in g  man's 
r e l a t io n sh ip  with God are  employed in the ea r ly  church community as 
the  e sse n t ia l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Jesus C hr is t .  We should note ,  how- 
ever, that in contrast to  the passages in John, the author does not 
speak of Chr is t  as a c tu a l ly  the  lamb, but only compares Him to i t .  
This could be a po in te r  to  the ea r ly  date  of  his m a t e r i a l , while 
the use of  6#v6c r e f l e c t s  i t s  Judean provenance, fo r  both John 1:29 
& 36 and Acts v i i i : 3 2  derive  from t h a t  stratum of tne tradi tion.*" 
Metaphorically, I Peter  app l ies  doraAos to  the  s a c r i f i c i a l  blood of 
C hr is t  in order to convey the thought of His s in le s sn ess .  This 
word o r ig in a lly  expressed a c u lt ic  concept applicable to objects  
which were pure and " f ree  from b l e m i s h " a n d  included the thought 
that God, who i s  Holy, accepts only t h a t  which i s  morally blameless,^  
I t  i s  in t h i s  moral sense t h a t  J a s . i :27 uses the term in the phrase 
dmiAov SouTdv 'crpeiv drid toO xdouou. When I Peter  comes to apply 
th is  teaching in his catechetical instruction in i i : l l ,  he uses 
datSxeodau in a p a ra l l e l  s e n se .5 But here i t  is James who develops 
most fu l ly  the r e l ig io u s  and moral content  of t h i s  o r ig ina l  c u lt ic  
concept. The constant use of such metaphorical concepts may in­
dicate  that the Temple cu lt  was s t i l l  functioning, not only when

1. See J, Jeremias, m w  I, pp. 338-341. 2. Ibid.

3. See E x .x ii:5 ; x x ix : l;  Lev.xxii:17-25; Ezek.xli11:22f.

4. See A. Oepke, 2EWT I, p. 502.

5. Cf. Eph.iv:22,  where drtOTCGsvai i s  used ins tead .



the ca teche t ica l  source was compiled* but a lso a t  the time of these 
e p i s t l e s '  composition.

i :20 n&v np6 x6o)jou, q u a lif ie s  %pt.cn;oO in
the preceding verse ,  and expresses the b e l i e f  in God's foreknow!edge 
as simply as in the speeches of Peter recorded in Acts i i:2 3  and 
i i i ; 1 8 .  In the form 6n6  *atago&nc %6c#ou, the phrase i s  often used 
in the New Testament to denote time as in M att,x iii:35; xxv:34 and 
Lk.xi;50 in the context o f  salvation history. In i t s  present form, 
i t  presupposes the pre-existence of Christ in His pre-election  or 
in God's love for Him as Son in John x v i i :2 4 .  The same thought is  
expressed in d ifferen t  language in other parts of the New Testament. 
Further, i t  should be noted that verse 20 derives from a l itu rg ica l  
hymn c lo se ly  related to the confessional Christ hymn in P h 1 l , i i : 6 -8 J  
According to  Jewish apocalyptic teaching, the Messiah was pre- 
creationally  chosen*^ while the Talmud ascribes the same origin to 
the Torah and the name of Messiah.^ The use of such a Jewish con­
cept i s  not only an indication of an early Judean background for  
1 Peter* but also suggests that i t  was addressed to Jewish Christ­
ians, for  the scant d e ta i ls  of the a llu sion  would be meaningless 
to Gentile readers*

i:21 0e6v bfEtpavra o&t&v vsxpBv xal 665av. .* The author 
appeals to  the resurrection and exaltation of Jesus j u s t  as Peter 
does in h is  Pentecost sermon in Acts it:32 -36; i i i : 1 5 ;  iv:10 and 
as i s  done throughout the Book of Acts.

1. Verses 18-21 bear a l l  the marks of confessional material 
c lo se ly  resembling P h i l .11:6-11, and are equally Judean,
See M"E» Boism&rd, Quatre Hymnes Baptismales dans la  Premiere 
........................  , Ll)%r?arTsT"Teff,---------------------------------------

pp. 7*!8; E. Lo^meyer, Eine Untersuchung zu

^ t t r e  de Pierre, L l ) 3 ? r ^ r T s T T ^ f ; : ^ r r p p T  
Martin, An Eafly Christian Confession, Londons Tyndale, ISGO,—-——    — r -I.’ ——-  -        ,
P h i l .2*5-11, Darmstadt: ^issenschaftTfcTie ^uchgeseTIschaTt,
T m T p p r s - s s .

2. See Enoch x l v i i i : 6 ; 2 Esdr.vii:28; x i i i r l ;  ^ cx:3. Cf. Str~ 
B II ,  p. 334.

3. Pesatim 54a, cf .  Ned. 39b, See A.S. van der Woude, TDNT IX, 
p . '525., Cf. Str-B II ,  p. 335.
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i :22 -nYVLHtitee. The verb AyvCCto t r a n s la t in g  wip, ihu or Kun is  
used in the LXX of r i t u a l  p u r i f i c a t io n  of objects  and people^ in 
worship. Generally t h i s  i s  a lso  the New Testament usage of the 
word,3 while the corresponding ad jec t iv e  &yv6s in translation of 
rot  and n n o  tends to be used in a moral and f igu ra t iv e  sense r a th e r  
than a ceremonial one. In the  present verse the  author appears to  
combine the two senses of t h i s  word, as the r i t u a l  p u r i f ic a t io n  of  
baptism i s  seen to be e f f e c t iv e  in  the  moral l i f e  of his  readers .
The same thought occurs in 1 P s t . i i i z Z l .  In baptism, therefore, 
they have pur i f ied  t h e i r  souls and t h i s  should issue in mutual love.^  
Remarkably* th is  sp ir itua l use o f ayvl&A in the New Testament is  
peculiar to our author ( P e t e r ? ) , dames^ and 1 John,® the very people 
whom Paul describes as the "Pillars" of the  church in Jerusalem.'7 k 
Admittedly* the object o f &yvLlGLv varies between (I P eter),
xopstca (James) and t w r d s  (1 John) , but general ly  a l l  th ree  w r i t e r s  
are expressing the same idea, and i t  suggests that in th e ir  writing  
they are drawing on a common Christian heritage which dates back 
to the time when a l l  three of them were jo in t  leaders o f  the Jer­
usalem church. They may well have been influenced by a passage 
l ik e  Psalm xxiv:4, "He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who 
does not  l i f t  up h is  soul to  what i s  f a l s e ,  and does not  swear

a
d e c e i t f u l ly " .  Indeed, they may also have been inspired by the 
expression of the  general thought in IQS i i 1:4-9,  "For i t  i s  through 
the  s p ir i t  of the  t ru e  counsel concerning the  ways of man t h a t  a l l  
h is  s in s  sha l l  be e x p ia t e d . . .  And when his f lesh  is  spr inkled with 
purifying water, I t  shall be made clean by the humble submission

1. Num.xxi:23. 2. Ex.xixtlO; Num.vii1:21; J o s , i i i :5,

3. See Jn.xi:55; Acts %x1:&4*26; xxiv:18,

4. See Hawck* ZDAT I* p, 123.

5. J a s . i v : 8 .  6, 1 Jn .111:3.

7. Gal.11 .2 ,9 .  However, the scholar ly  world i s  most doubtful
whether the John of t h i s  verse can be i d e n t i f i e d  with the  
John of the e p i s t l e s  or the "Johanntne c i r c l e " .

8. Cf. P s . l x x i i i : 1 3 ;  Job x v i i :9 ;  x x i i :3 0 ;  S i r .x x x v i11:10.
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of his soul to a l l  the precepts  of God".** Yet the thought of each 
w r i t e r  bears a common Chris t ian  stamp in tha . they a l l  imply th a t  
the s p i r i t u a l  cleansing is  accomplished in obedience to the Truth 
revealed in Christ - Cmaxo# %% dXn&sLos, In I P e t .1:22 th is  way 
of referring to the Gospel is  particularly appropriate as an in-  
d ica t ion  of the c o n t ra s t  between the t ru th  of C h r i s t i a n i ty  and the 
falsehoods of heathenism. Similarly, X6yo& dAnSelog in das.1:18 
may be taken as a reference to the Gospel in terms of the soterio-  
logical interpretation adopted above.

1:22 dAAf)Xouc 6ycmf)oaTG. The exhortation here, which Is repeated 
in iv : 8 , i s  particu larly  reminiscent of John x i i i : 3 4 f ,  and xv:l2 ,17 . 
I t  may well be an indication of Petrine authorship of the le t te r  i f  
confirmation can be found on other grounds, for the association  of
t h i s  command to  be lovers of  the brethren with being humble-minded 
in I P e t . i i i :8 rec a lls  the foo t  wash­
ing episode in the Upper Room. That symbolic action must have made 
a deep and la st in g  impression on Peter's mind as a practical example 
of such love and humil i ty .  Inev i tab ly ,  i t  would f e a tu re  in his 
ethical teaching. I Peter sums i t  up in the word (piXchScXmCa or i t s  
cognates, which he uses more f requent ly  than any o th e r  New Testament 
writer/* This has led E.P, Groenewald to suggest that he employs 
vLAoGeXpla as a substitu te  for 6xxXrpkx which ha never uses^* I t  
seems that the  Judean church sim ilarly  avoided using AxxXrpta as a

1. Translation by G. Vermes, The Dead Sea S cro lls  in English, 
2nd ed, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1977, p. 75,

2. Cf. J a s . i i i : 1 4 ,  where he denounces behaviour which is  con­
trary to obedience to the truth. While in t h i s  context umA 
-mg &Xr|QeLog could r e f e r  merely to Jesus '  summary of the 
Torah, i t  can a lso  be understood in the wider sense of the 
so ter io log ica l truth of the Gospel.

3. Cf. Rom.xii:10; 1 Thess . iv :9 ;  H e b .x i i i : 1 .

4. E.p. Groenewald, "Die C hr is te l ike  breederskap volgens die  
Heilige S k r i f " , Arcana R e v e la ta , F.W. Grosheide f S ,  Kampen: 
J.H. Kok, 1951, p, 28. Detai led discussion of t h i s  point 
wil l be presented la ter , see pp. 71-72 infra.



s e l f  d esc r ip t ive  term, for  i t  never appears in Mark or John and 
James prefers  ouvaYcayfi.^ This impression is  confirmed by a very 
in te r e s t in g  comment from Epiphanius t h a t  Jewish C hr is t ians  call  
the place of  meeting ouvaYwyf] and not feHMXnota,^ Against th i s  back- 
ground, I Peter's aversion to 6xx%nola is  a strong argument in 
favour of  the  early Judean provenance of the l e t t e r ,  which in turn 
enhances i t s  claim to Petrine authorship,

i :23 6% onppaG.*.6p86pTov 6La X6you DSKrcoG GsoO x a l  pfvcwtoG"
C. Bigg has found echoes o f  the parable of the sower in this pas­
sage.^ Indeed, the Lucan axplanatiom 6 onApoc 6 A&YoG "coO 
8co0 ( L k .v i i i i l l )  i s  particu larly  apt here, for i t  supports the 
view that the p artic ip les  OBvrog and are to be read with
A6YoUr instead o f  8eoO,* In th i s  way the s tress  i s  la id  on the 
lasting  quality  of the word which i s  appropriate to the argument and 
i s  confirmed by the appeal to  I s a ,x l ; 6-8 in the next verse. This 
prophecy i s  quoted again in J a s . i i lO f ,  but does not feature in any 
of the Pauline or Johannine l ite ra tu re .  However, a hint o f i t  may 
be found in M k .x i i i :3 A h ic h  reports Jesus claiming the same lasting  
q u a lit ies  fo r  his words as he had done for the lew in the accounts 
of  Matt.v:18 and Lk.vi:17. The apocalyptic se t t in g  of the Marcan 
saying conveys the same sense o f urgency as I P e t .iv r? , with i t s  
claim that the end of a l l  things i s  at hand, and confirms the escha-

1. J a s , i i : 2 ,  who may a ltern a tiv e ly  be using i t  of the building. 
boJupki in Jas,v:14 Is exceptional, i t s  use here could possibly
be explained i f  he was addressing his l e t t e r  to Antioch, the  
headquarters of the  Pauline mission to the  Gentiles, See note
1, p. 29 supra.

2. Epiph, H aer.30:xviii:2 , ouvaYwY^v 8b xcAoOoi, Tffv 6au%&v
fexxATptocv ’Hav o6x.t 6Hi<XrpCav, Cf, W. Schrage, TDM' VII, p. 841.

3 . M k.iv:3-20 iM att.x ii i: l-23;L k .v iii:4 -15 . See C. Bigg, o p .c i t .  
p. 123.

4. As is  the case in Dan.vi:26. Heb.iv:12 also describes the 
word of God as [&v. Although t h i s  expression i s  not used 
in exactly the  same form in the r e s t  o f  the  NT, i t  was not 
fo /eiqn to early Christian thought. See E.A. La Verdiere*
"A Grammatical Ambiguity in I P et.1:23", CBQ 36:89-94, 1974.



to log ica l  context  in which Isa .x l  was understood. Indeed, the as­
soc ia t ion  of the  enduring q u a l i t i e s  of the law and the word of God 
over against  the  t r a n s i to r in e s s  of  ea r th ly  th ings ,  poss ibly  r e f l e c t s  
the popular i ty  of the  Isa iah passage in the  ear ly  Judean church a s  

they awaited the  r e s to ra t io n  of the t r ib e s  of I s rae l  to  the  eternal  
rule of God. The entire  section  of the Deutero-Isalanic prophecy 
must have greatly exercised I Peter's mind, for every leading thought 
i s  reflected  in his le t te r .  I t  too was addressed to  an exiled  and 
oppressed people to bring them hope and comfort and God's promise
of eternal deliveranceJ  Though God would come in might, they too

2were assured that He would care for  them lik e  a shepherd. I t  a l ­
most seems as i f  I Peter, l ik e  the author of Baruch 1 v : l ,27-5:9, 
modelled h is  l e t t e r  on the Isaiah passage as he re-interpreted that 
great message of comfort in the l ig h t  o f Christ's parousia. In 
doing so , he must have had Jewish readers in mind, for  no Gentile 
would appreciate the s t irr in g  fee lin g s  which the fu lfilm ent of 
that prophecy would evoke in Jewish hearts.

i ;2 4 .  Verses 24 and 25 present another parallel
with the thought and language o f  the e p is t le  o f James i : 1 0 - l l .
W^ile 6  %60toc  evokes an image o f  the Old Testament phrase
"flower of the f ie ld " ,^  both authors are c learly  influenced by the 
LXX version of lsa .x l:6 -G , as may be seen from the following ta b le ;-

: MU w  - a
IK Art 'Art fa Wt/too, 

Wit fftrt Gift* 
fa dvhec xAsttu,

rftrt (Act tfaxce 
ml Itflitt {«•<« (tifti'iiou 

fa tMtoc kfatw

ttncAvOn A kfarec, wtl 
r A  t W w e  nimA, tttmaKV

t& 64 fain Fwtbu
J iA v e l  etc i 6 v  a t t v i .

6 yAm.v >«t 
tb flXkc tC/mr.xv 

tA 64 Win ttiO P«X) Aii&j 
• v r . v t i  e t c  r t v  n t t w o u  

t o t  t E A m v c v  i f a  x f a t w  

t o t  tA  A mOo c  o A r o d  f f a n t o r v  

t o t  A r f a f a n e u i  t t &  

nxxfauAi oArUj AeMrro.

1. I s a .x l:3 -5 .  Cf. I P e t i i : ! ;  11:11

2. I sa .x l:1 0 f .  Cf. I P e t . i i :2 5 .

3. See P s . c i i i : 1 5



Both I Peter and James fo l l o w  the LXX in i t s  omission o f  two c la u s e s  

o f  the Hebrew^ a f t e r  egfcneoev. Furthermore, they a l s o  f o l lo w  i t  in  

i t s  unique m is tr a n s la t io n  o f  Isa iah  xl :6 f m n  as dvdoe x^prou 

rather  than dv?/og (kypoO. M an ife s t ly ,  James does not quote th e  pas­

sage p r e c i s e l y ,  but a l lu d e s  to  i t  more l o o s e l y ,  s in c e  he r e a l l y  

wants to  focus  on the f in a l  p l i g h t  o f  the  r ich  man. He th er e fo re  

inserts a clause "and i t s  beauty perishes" - m l  fi GOnp&iEio. -coO 
npcxzbrtou o&roO dmd&sto - to replace the thought of the word of God 
which abides for ever, and in so doing, rearranges the parallelism . 
He then adds the f in a l conclusion to press home his point - "So 
w ill  the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits." I Peter, 
on the other hand, follow s the LXX much more c lo se ly .  He merely 
in serts  6% before %6pto&, and su bstitu tes  a(n% for AvBpdmoc and 
IKuplou for %oO GeoO His main purpose in quoting th is  passage
from Isaiah i s  to  contrast the brevity o f earthly beauty with the 
enduring r e l ia b i l i t y  o f the Lord's utterance* which he equates with 
the Gospel which has been preached to  his readers. To give i t  th is  
Christian s la n t ,  ne simply replaces ToOeeoO f&i&v by 
Kqplou and explains tn the following sentence that th is  "word is  
the good news which was preached to  you".

The s im ila r i t ie s  between these two passages can, therefore,  
only be explained by the fa ct  that both authors are referring to 
the LXX version o f  f s a .x l : 6- 8 . No other common source or l ite ra r y  
connection can be suggested .  Yet James' insertion of the  c la u se  

wat h e&rtpfrtsia roG npccdnou avroO dm &sro raises a very i n t e r e s t i n g  

and noteworthy po in t .  Dibalius^ has shown how the expression which 

James uses f o r  "beauty" l i t e r a l l y  means "the beauty of i t s  coun-  

tenance", While th is  may be traced back to the Hebrew usage of the 
word i t  is  not to  be regarded as a "slavish translation  of a 

t e x t  from the Old Testament*" but as "a p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  the Greek 

spoken by Jews"3 and may th er e fo re  be regarded as a “usual Semitism".

1. "When the breath o f  the Lord bloweth upon i t ;  su r e ly  the  
people i s  grass.



60.

So here we have c l e a r  evidence  o f  a Jewish w riter  making use o f  the 

LXX vers ion  rather  than the Hebrew t e x t ,  which we -might have expected  

such Jewish w r i ters  to  use .  In our e s t im ate  o f  I Peter th is  point  

weighs very h eav i ly  a g a in s t  the arguments o f  those  who deny the  

Petr ine  authorship o f  the l e t t e r  on the  grounds th at  a Jewish 

Apostle would use the Hebrew tex t  rather than the LXX in contra­
d is t in ctio n  to the practice o f I Peter.

A further parallel between I Peter's interpretation of 66 
KupCou pi6veu etc  Tbv as "the good news which was preached 

to you" in i:25* may a lso  be found in James i ;2 1 ,  GpcpUTov XAycw*
M. Dibelius argues that the expression "implanted word" i s  correctly  
interpreted as the Gospel.^ The whole o f  verse 21 leads up to the 
injunction, "be doers o f  the word and not hearers only", and within 
that context "the implanted word which is  able to save your souls" 
can only mean the good news o f  the Gospel. The phrase comes a t  the 
end of a catalogue o f vices which is  headed by a " te ll- ta le"  im­
perative p artic ip le  dmo@6pe\x>L, c lear ly  indicating that James is  
using catechetical material a t  th is  point. From th is  i t  may be 
deduced that in early Christian paraenesis, i t  was common to refer  
to the Gospel as the Spcpotov Adyov, along with other expressions 
l ik e  KupCou, Adyoc 1%  6Xn&E&%G, or 66xeo8a.L T&v
AAyov,^ to  indicate i t s  permanence or durability .

i i : l  ^Am)66pevoL...Tiacccv woxkcv. This verse clearly  refers back 
to i ; 22f  where the readers are reminded of th e ir  baptismal rebirth. 
They have been born anew and should love one another. Therefore 
they must put away a l l  malice and g u i le ,  in s in cerity , envy and
s la n d er .  &ncoTL6eoSa.u i s  used in the same technical sen se  in Rom.

1. Op. c i t .  p. 113.

2. Of. Barn. ix :9  5 lSbv 6 tt|V fipcpUTov fitipexiv The Su&txfis 
cxutou 6 Sieves fev hutv; B a r n . i : 2 §w >utov xhs TtveuMaxiKfis 
fiapoSc xdpuv eCAtVpaax.

3. 1 T h e s s . i : 6 ; i i : 1 3 ;  Acts v i i i : 1 4 ;  x i :1; x v i i : 1 1 .
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x i 11:12; E p h , iv :22-25; C ol .111:8; H eb .x i1 :1 and J a s . 1 : 2 1 „ where i t
1 2

a lso  heads l i s t s  o f  t h e i r  past and pre-Chris t ian  s i n s .  Selwyn's 

explanation is that the authors are using common catechetical  
material. The sequence o f "put off" (6 nOTt8eo8a i )  and "put on" 
(6 u6Coqo8a i )  which i s  found in the Pauline p a r a l l e l s  fu rth er  suggests  

that as in I Peter* the fm tehen of these passages i s  the cate­
chetical instruction in preparation for receiving baptism. The 
imagery i s  that of the baptismal candidate who s tr ip s  o f f  his old 
garments before baptism and afterwards r ise s  from the water to be 
reclothed in a new vesture. This sacramental act symbolizes the 
renunciation of his past unworthy l i f e  and the adoption of a new 
l i f e  with God.

The general sequence of thought and language o f  I P et ,1:23-11;2 
i s  also s tr ik in g ly  sim ilar to that of James 1:18*21. After remind­
ing the ir  readers o f th e ir  rebirth by a word of God* they buth ca ll  
on them to renounce a l l  woxla and encourage them to receive "the 
milk o f the word" or the  "word" which leads to sa lvation . Admittedly, 
there are also d ifferences. James, for instance* interrupts the 
sequence in vss 19-20 with his admonition on hearing, speaking and 
anger* He also uses 6no%u6w instead o f I Peter's AvayevvGw. How-*3
ever* as we have ju st  discussed above, we may a lso  interpret 6no- 

as referring to  rebirth within i t s  context in J as .i:18 . These 
d i f f e r e n c e s  r u le  out any p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  either author depending 

d irectly  on the other, but the s im ila r i t ie s  strongly enhance the 
views o f A* Seeberg,^ p. Carrington^ and E.G. Selwyn^ that they 
are drawing on common catechetical instruction,

1. Of th ese  C o l . i i i : 8 - 1 0  and Eph.iv:31 are p a r t i c u l a r ly  note-  
worthy, as they also employ xoxCa in the l i s t  o f s in s , Cf.
1 Clem»x11i:l; 2 Clem.1:6,

2. Op. c i t .  pp. 393-400. 3. See p, 36 supra.

4 .  A. Seeberg, Per Katechismus der Urchristenheit, Leipzig: 
Deichertschen yefTagsbuchhandlung, 1903."Reprinted Munchen:
Chr. Kaiser,  1966, pp. x xv-xxv i .

5. P. Carrington, The Pr im it ive  Christian Catechism, Cambridge: 
CUP, 1940, pp. 47-49 .

6 . Op. c i t .  pp. 393-400.

7 7 7
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The obvious Jewish background o f  t h i s  material cannot be n e g le c t e d .  

The Book o f  Proverbs- abounds with s im i la r  admonitions J  whi le  E c d .
O

v i i : 9  and S ir .v : 12-13 are p a r t i c u l a r l y  close . The same i s  true  of

I P e t . i : 2 4 - i i : 1 7 .  F.W. Danker has shown very  conv inc in g ly  how the

thought o f  I Peter  in t h i s  passage runs p a r a l l e l  to  that o f  the

Hodayoth. In the same co n tex t  in which God i s  addressed as a rock

o f  s t r e n g t h t h e  people under God's care^ are contrasted  with the

t r a n s i toriness o f  natural man. S im i la r ly ,  I Peter in quoting Isa ,

xl:6 -9  emphasizes the same contrast between those who abide in the
word of God and natural man's temporary s t a t e .  The antidote to
t h i s  ephemeral cond it ion  i s  a l i f e  nourished by the Lord to  whom

fi 7
he r e f e r s  as a " l iv in g  stone" and "rock" in the fo l lo w in g  v erse s .  

L i s t s  o f  unbecoming kinds o f  conduct s im i la r  to  th o se  occur!ng here 

in James and I Peter  may be found not only in Rom.1:29; 2 C o r .x i i : 2 0 ;  

Eph.iv:31; 1 Tim.1:9f; Barn.xx:!, but also in the ethical propaganda 
of H ellen is t ic  Judaism.* Indeed, passages l ik e  IQS i v : 9 - l l ;  x:21-23  
show that such l i s t s  were also  prevalent in contemporary Palestine.^  
Without doubt, therefore, they would constitu te  the most natural 
source material for  the formulation of catechetical codes o f in ­
struction as the leaders o f the church at Jerusalem sought to  direct  
the Christian behaviour o f  converts to the fa ith .

1. Prov.x:19; xv :l-2 ;  xvi:32; x v ii;2 7 .

2. "Be quick to  hear, and deliberate in answering. I f  you have
understanding, answer your neighbour; but i f  not, put your 
hand on your mouth,"

3, F.W. Danker,"! Peter 1:24-2:27 - A Consolatory Pericope", 
ZW 58:93-102, 1967.

4, 1QH ix:28* 5. 1QH 1:30-32.

6 . I P e t . i i : 4 .  7. I P e t ,11:8.

8 . See T c b . i v : 3 - 2 1 ; S i r . v i i : 1 8 - 3 5 ;  Jos .  Ap. 2 :x ix -x x v ii i .

9, See S. Wibbing, Die Tugend- und Las te r k a ta lo g e  im Neuen
Testament, BZNW W ,  Berlin: TopeTmann, 1 9 5 9 ,pp. 8 7 f  & 93f; 
A. V'dgtle, Die Tugend- und Laster kataloge im Neuen 
Testament, HTAbh XVI, 4 / 5 ,  MUnster, 1936.

A
L.Wk., .  Mil
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At t h i s  juncture  i t  i s  important to draw a t t e n t io n  once again to  

a most important f e a t u r e  which confirms that the leaders  o f  the  

ear ly  church adopted t h i s  teaching through Judaism rather  than Hel­

lenism, fo r  in the New Testament l i s t s ,  as is  the  case  in i i : 1, the  

w riters  use a p a r t i c i p l e  instead of  the imperative,  which would nor­

mally be expected in  Greek, D. Daube^ has shown that t h i s  p r a c t ic e  

i s  found regularly in contemporary Hebrew, where i t  r e f le c ts  the 
Rabbis' habit of using the Hebrew partic ip le  when framing codes o f  
conduc*-. Most l ik e ly ,  therefore, the catechetical codes of the New 
Testament l e t te r s  passed through a Jewish or Jewish Chris t ian  s ta g e ,  

The fa c t  that they have not been altered to comply with normal 
Greek grammar indicates that there was great respect for their  
original verbal formulation. Such esteem implies that these 
rules must have originated very early in the Christian Church, and 
may very well have had Apostolic authority from Jerusalem.

A striking example may be found in the use of AnAxcoGai in 
I P e t . i i : l l ;  1 Thess,iv:3; v:22 and 1 Tim.iv:3. Even more s ig ­
n if ica n t ly ,  i t  also occurs in Acts xv:20 & 29 in the Apostolic  
Decree issued from Jerusalem.^ This further corroborates the view 
that these catechetical codes found th e ir  origin in Jerusalem.
Indeed, Selwyn^ may be correct in supposing that at f i r s t ,  prior 
to the Apostolic Decree , they were used in the Judaeo-Christian 
milieu as a type of Holiness  code, simulating Levitical teaching. 
Later, as the Church expanded into a wider sphere, they would be 
used as a code o f behaviour to guide the new converts in disentang­
lin g  themselves from their former way of l i f e  in Gentile society .

1. D. Daube, "Participle and Imperative In I Peter", Appended
Note in E.G. Selwyn, The f i r s t  E p is t l e  of  St .  Peter, 2nd ed.
London: MacMillan, 1947, pp. 467- 408!

2. Jas ,i:27  may also be regarded as a parallel s in ce  i t  expres-
se s  the same idea by <5onAov tau tdv ttpguv &rx6.. .  .,Cf. Eph.
i v :22, where drioTlOevai i s  used.

3. Op, c i t .  p. 400.

%
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11:2 cos dtpTLYfevvnTO. ^pecpr). The author 's  graphic d e s c r ip t io n  of  

his  readers as new-born babes extends the p ic tu re  o f  r eb ir th  which 

he has already used in 1:3 & 23. While the express ion  echoes Mark 

x:15 and ix : 4 2 ,  the  passage as a whole has a d i f f e r e n t  emphasis.  

Instead of  th inking  simply of  " ch i ld l ik e"  f a i t h > he s t r e s s e s  t h e i r  

newly acquired condition o f  innocence,  which they must develop  

to enable them to  g ive  a reasoned account o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  "with 
g e n t le n e s s  and reverence" keeping t h e i r  conscience  c l e a r .  (111:15)  

Obviously, he does not want them to remain as children. They must 
grow up as mature and responsible Christians, who w ill  exemplify 
th e ir  fa ith  1n purity o f l i f e .

i i : 4 - 8  XCGov [Givm...xSrB36*Ef>c»(UTjou3puk\x3\;. In Acts 1v:8-12, Peter 
during his address to the rulers of the people and the e lders,  
quotes Ps.cxv1ii;22 to describe Jesus Christ of Nazareth, The 
author o f I Peter uses i t  in exactly  the same way, combining i t  with
I s a . x x v i i i : 1 6  and v i i i : 1 4  in h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  J e su s .  Schelkle^

l i s t s  evidence to  show that as early as the writings found at Qumran
there  was a t r a d i t i o n  o f  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  with in  l a t e  Judaism and the

early Synagogue which applied certain "stone" texts (including those
c ited  here) to  the Messiah and the  coming e sc h a t o lo g ic a l  Messianic

age. From t h i s  s tage  i t  was but a small step for  Jesus to  apply

them to  Himself  and f o r  the f i r s t  C hr is t ians  to  follow s u i t .  The

fa c t  that th is  ACGoc complex is  used in Mk.xiiilOf and p a r a l le ls ,
Rom,ix:32f; Eph,11:20 as well as the passages already mentioned,
shows th a t  many o f  the f i r s t  C h r is t ian  teachers made use of t h i s

2
combination o f  t e x t s .  Most s ch o la rs  have, therefore, concluded that  
the  author is  making " fu l l  use o f  the p r im it ive  Christian tradition"

1. K.H. Schelkle, Die Petrusb riefe , Per Judasbr i e f , 4th ed.
HTKNT5 Freiburg: Herder/  1 9 ) 6 ) pp. 61- 62 .

2. See J.H. E l l io t t ,  The E le c t  and t he Holy, NovTSup XII, 
Leiden: B r i l l ,  196^, pp. 16-38. CT7TT Best, "I Peter II 
4-10 - a reconsideration", WotXF 11:270-293, 1969.

3. E. Bes t ,  I P e t e r , London: Oliphants, 1971, p. 100. Cf. J.H,  
E l l i o t t ,  op. c i t .  p. 32. and C.H. Dodd, According to the  
S c r i p t u r e s , Welwyn: Nisbet, 1952, pp. 41-43.
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and we may well  ask whether t h i s  was part o f  a p r im i t iv e  catechism  

formulated during the very beginnings  o f  the church in Jerusalem.  

There can be l i t t l e  doubt th at  the C hris t ians  in  the A p o s to l i c  age 

had c o l l e c t e d  a catena o f  Old Testament quotat ions  which they could  

i n t e r p r e t  C h r i s t o ! o g i c a l l y  in  proving to Jews that  the  Messiah had 

indeed come in Jesus .  The t e x t  o f  such Old Testament passages  i s  

very illuminating. I Peter's version of Isa«xxviii:16 deviates from 
the LXX and is  much c loser  to Rom.ix:33 and x : l l ,  indicating that 
the New Testament writers probably relied  on a common Christian tra ­
d ition  or "testimonium" book as suggested by J.R, Harris.^ Indeed, 
the discoveries of Cave IV at Qumran suggest a precedent in sectarian  
Judaism for compiling such c o llec t io n s ,^  Quotations of P s .cx v ii i  
occur frequently in the Gospels, particu lar ly  verse 26, "Blessed i s  
he who comes in the name o f  the Lord", which features prominently 
in th e  accounts  of th e  Palm Sunday process ion  in to  th e  Temple,^ 
and demonstrates the Messianic interpretation i t  was given by the 
early Judean church, i f  not by Jesus Himself,  Such an interpret

c
ta tion  of verse 22 o f  the psalm is  confirmed in Rabbinic Judaism,

1. See J.H. E l l i o t t ,  "The R e h a b i l i ta t io n  of  an E xeget ica l  S tep-  
Child", JBG 95:243-254, 1976, p. 254; C.H. Dodd, More New 
Testament S tudies, Manchester: MUP, 1968, p. 12; E.G. Seiwyn,
op, e f t ;  pp‘* 363-466 .

2. J.R. Harris, Testimonies ,  2v. Cambridge; CUP, 1916-20, I ,
pp. 18f , 26f;Hrrr~pP* # - 9 1 .  Cf* D. P loo ij ,  Studies  in the 
Testimony Book, Amsterdam:NHUM, 1932, pp,5-48, who iTTus- 
tra tes  Paul's use o f  spch a "Testimony" in writing to the
C orinth ians ,  and argues g e n e ra l ly  th at  the ea r ly  Palestinian  
C hris t ians  applied the n o b le s t  of OT prophecy to Jesus the 
Messiah. J.H. E l l i o t t ,  The Elect and the Ho l y ,  NovTSup XII,  
Leiden: B r i l l ,  1966, p, 38,  maintains that in I P e t ,11:4-10  
the author infuses t h i s  original Christological complex with 
soteria l s i g n i f i c a n c e .

3.  IQS v:5; v i i : l 7 f ;  v i i i : 7 f . See 6, Vermes, The Dead Sea 
S c r o l l s ,  Qumran in Perspective, London: C ollins, 1 9 7 7 , pp.

Cf- M. 8 Tack, The ~5crolls  and Christian Origi n s . 
London: Nelson, 1961, pp. 80 and 128-129.

4. Mk.xi:l-10; M att.xxi:l-9; Lk,xix:29-38.

5. See Str-B I , p. 876.



while  J. Jeremias quotes ins tances  where the stone was paraphrased 

as "the mighty king,  heroic  and te r r ib le"  in re feren ces  to  the Mes­
siah J  The quotation o f  t h i s  psalm with i t s  strong Temple a s s o c i a ­

t io n s  suggests  th at  Jewish worship was s t i l l  f l o u r i s h i n g  there.

Once i t  had been destroyed ,  i t  would have been far  more d i f f i c u l t  

to argue th a t  the Messianic promises o f  the psalm had been f u l f i l l e d  

in the coming of Jesus. Its extensive use in I Peter i s  a tentative  
i n d ic a t io n  that the  l e t t e r  was probably composed before 70 AD.

Again, we cannot fa i l  to note the special s ign ificance which 
the author, i f  he was Peter, would attach to the associational 
"overtones" between AtBoc on the one hand and n&rpoc -  -

p

- Cephas - Rock on the other. In so many ways Peter himself 
had lived out that imagery in his own l i f e  through his own stumbling 
denial and his r est itu t io n  as a foundation o f  the Church. I t  would 
be most natural for him, therefore, to use the stone imagery in 
exhorting his readers to lead a l i f e  of sa c r i f ic ia l  service to  God.

i i : 5  oCxoGopstoGs olxos nveuparixbs. Here, as frequently in the 
LXX'* "house" also s p e c i f ic a l ly  denotes "temple", The author s tr e s ­
ses  that as baptized persons his readers are united with Christ and 
form the tru e  temple o f  God which i s  Chris t  Himself, This Temple, 

in contrast to the loca lised  and material Temple of Jerusalem, is  
a sp ir itua l one. Both these ideas are deeply embedded in primitive 
Christian thought as i s  evidenced by Mk/xiv:58; xv:29; Matt.xvi:18 
and John i t : 19.^ The writer to the Hebrews also r e f lec ts  t h i s

1. J. Jeremias, 2%)#? IV, p, 272. See P s ,cxv ii i:2 2 ;  I sa .x x v ii i :
16; Dan,1i : 3 4 f , 4 4 f ; Ex.xvi1:6 & Num.xx:7ff.

2. See C.F.D. Houle, "Some r ef lec t io n s  on the 'S t o n e 1 Testimonia 
in  relation to the name Peter", NTS 2:56-58 ,  1955; N. H illyer,  
"'Rock-Stone' Imagery in I Peter", Bw&ZeftM 22:58-81,
1971.

3. See P s.lx ix :9 ;  I s a . l v i : 7 .

4. See E. Best, "I Peter II 4-10 - a reconsideration", NovT 11: 
270-293, 1969, who argues th a t  in t h i s  passage Peter i s  in ­
debted to p r im i t iv e  tradition .



t r a d i t io n  and h is  idea o f  the Church as the o tx o s  o f  God, presided  

over by Chris t as the High P r i e s t  in H e b . i i i : 8  and x:21 i s  s im i la r  

to the n e o - t e v i t i c a l  concept underlying t h i s  passage in I Peter .  

Inadvertantly  the s i m i l e  in d ic a t e s  th at  the  Temple and i t s  cult are  

s t i l l  i n t a c t  at Jerusalem, for  i t  would have no s i g n i f i c a n c e  fo r  a 

post-70  AD, non-Jewish community,

Furthermore, Michel** has shown how oLxoSqietv has Mess ianic  

sign ificance and acquired an e c c le s ia s t ic a l  "ring" at a very early  
stage. In Acts ix:31 and xx:32 i t  i s  a central concept in re lig iou s  
speech. The Old Testament influence on th is word is  c lear ly  seen 
in the free quotation from Amos 1x :ll  and J e r .x i i :1 5 f f  ascribed to 
James in Acts xv:16, and patently r e f le c ts  the direct sense o f "build" 
and th e  moral sense  o f  "edification" in which th is  word i s  used.

The wide use o f th is  metaphor in the rest of the New Testament^ sug­
gests that the author, together with the other New Testament writers* 
i s  drawing on a "great primitive Christian allegory",^ which was 
part of the early trad ition  o f  the Jerusalem church by the time o f  
the Council of Acts xv.

i i : 7  xsgoAhv ywvCog. The author* in l in e  with Peter in Acts i v : l l ,  
continues to apply the XlOoc complex of P s.cxv it i:22  to Christ. 
Manifestly the early community used th is  Psalm as scriptural evidence
t h a t  C hris t  crucified was to be regarded as the r e jec ted  s tone  whom 

God, through the  resurrection, had made the chief corner-stone in 
th e  heavenly sanctuary. Yet, as Jeremias4 has pointed out, the

add it ion a l  quotation from I s a . v i i i : 1 4  in the fo l low in g  verses 
sugges ts  th a t  the  author interprets the phrase as the sharp corner­
stone over which men stumble and fa l l  because o f  the oxdcuSaAov 

which Jesus i s  fo r  u n b e l ie v er s .

1. 0. Michel, TDWT V, p. 139.

2. M att .xv i :18;  Mk.xiv:58; xv;29; John i i :1 9 ; 1 Cor.111:9-17; 
Rom.xiv:19; xv:2,20; Eph,11:22; a*

3. 0.  M ichel , op. c i t .  p. 142,

4. J.  Jeremias ,  TdtiT I ,  p. 793. Cf. R.J. McKelvy, "Christ the  
Cornerstone", M'S 8:352-359, 1962.



i i : 8  Xldoc npcoMdwaTos Mat nfexpa, cmxv66(Xou. These words from 

I s a . v i i i : 1 4  were probably seared in to  P e te r ' s  mind as a r e f l e c t i o n  

o f  his experiences  with Jesus  a t  Caesarea P h i l ipp i  as recounted in  

M a tt ,x v i :13-23 and Mark v i i i ; 2 7 - 3 3 ,  After being honoured with the  

name nfetpos., he too  had stumbled and f a l l e n  in not wanting to accept  

the  s u f f e r in g s  and death which Chris t  would have to  endureJ  The 

contras t  between e l e c t i o n  to  doom eLg & m l  and the e l e c t i o n

to sa lv a t io n  in the  fo l lo w in g  verse  r e f le c t  the idiom o f  the Temple 

and i t s  c u lt ic  priesthood. The motivation for such language is  most 
n a tu ra l ly  found in a Jerusalem p r ie s th o o d> inimical to  the  nascent  

church* which indicates a date well before 70 AD since  the metaphors 
would cease to be e f fe c t iv e  after  the Temple cultus had been swept 
away.

i i : 9  ybaos 6xXexr6v, pootAeLOV Lepdzeupaf G@vos &YLCW,
Aobs s t s  mEpLnolnocv. In th is  "glittering cascade o f phrases"^ 
from the Old Testament* the author describes his readers in honorific  
terms which applied to  Israel by conflating the LXX readings of  
Ex.xix:6 and Isa ,% lii i;2 0 f .  i t  should be noted, moreover, that 
Ao6c e tc  nqoiTtolnoiA* i s  the LXX rendering o f  n>ao op, the exclusive  
name for Israel in EX,*ix:5* indicating that I peter i s  addressed 
to  Jewish Jesus believers to whom the term would apply* rather than 
to  Gentiles for whom i t  would have no special meaning.

ii;9~12 o&c Apetdc GEoyYGlXrpce.„ ,6(^600010 8c6v. The readers
are to  t e l l  the e x c e l l e n c i e s  o f  God by t h e i r  exemplary conduct which 

i s  to redound to His g lory .  The occurrence o f  " l ight"  in verse 9 

may well in d ic a t e  th a t  the author i s  th inking o f  Jesus'  admonition 

in  Matt.v:16, "Let your l ig h t  so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and g ive  glory to your Father who i s  in heaven". In 

x Pe ter  the passage contain ing  t h i s  exhortat ion  i s  made up o f  thoughts

1. Matt.xvi:23. 2. Cf. I s a .v i i i :1 4  & 15.

3. A.T. Hanson, The Living Utterances  o f  God. The New Testament 
E xegesis  o f  the Old, London: DLT\ 1983, o* 142.
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and expressions which are most meaningful for a Jewish community 1n 
the diaspora. The light-darkness motif is  applied to those who, in 
the words o f Hos,1:9, were once no people, NX but have again 
become God's people through the wonderful deeds o f Christ. Matt.iv: 
?S-16 expresses the same idea. His quotation of I s a .v i i i :2 3 -1 x : l  
indicates that he sees Jesus' return to Galilee as a sign of the 
forthcoming restoration of the "lost tribes", for as A.S. Geyser has 
pointed out, the dispersion had orig inally  started with Zebulun and 
Naphtali according to 2 Kgs,xv:29.^ Similarly, the description of  
the readers as nopolxoi x&l mapeni&nwoi in contrast to Gentiles* i s  
most e f fe c t iv e ly  applied to descendants of those l o s t  tr ib es .

Selwynf has put forward an ingenious hypothesis that underlying 
verses 4-10, is  an early Christian hymn which brought together these  
Old Testament tex ts .  E l l io t t ,^  in his monograph on these verses,  
denies t h i s ,  since the passage reveals few of the normal character­
i s t i c s  of early Christian hymns, such as r e la t iv e  pronouns and par­
t i c ip le  clauses. Further, verses 9-10 are addressed to  the readers 
rather than to God, Most l ik e ly  the Testimonia hypothesis applies  
here as w e ll ,  for i t  would explain the s im ila r it ie s  and deviations 
between the LXX, I Peter, and Rom,ix:33. Patently, the author i s  
making use o f primitive tradition in the Judean church which grouped 
these Old Testament tex ts  together and interpreted them as pre­
figuring the restoration of Israel. However, as van Unnik points 
out,* th is  s t i l l  does not account for  the fu ll  range o f  meaning here. 
The phrase %aA.fi which also occurs in J a s . i i : 1 3 ,  has the
appearance of a catechetical c liche. Paul too i s  concerned that.

1, A.S. Geyser, "Some Salient New Testament passages on the 
Restoration of the Twelve Tribes of Israel" ,  
johaMMdcwc c t  % Vlpocatyptfaue (&MG Ze Abwveow featoae;#,
BETL U I I ,  Leuven: LUP, 1980, p. 305.

2, Op, c i t .  pp. 268-281.

3, J,H, E l l io t t ,  The Elect and the Holy, op* c i t ,  p. 138.

4, W,C, van Unnik, "The Teaching of Good Works i.n r Peter",
AM# 1:92-110, 1954,'p, 103.
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by their  good behaviour, the Chris t ians  should gain a f a i r  name among
i

the non-Chris t ians ,  Again ev fpfepgt emLCJKortfis "gives  an eschato -  

l o g i c a l  t in ge  to the saying in I Peter".^  In f a c t ,  we f in d  evidence
-3

of  t h i s  e sc h a t o lo g ic a l  urgency throughout the l e t t e r , u and i t  is  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a l l  teaching emanating from the primitive Jerusalem  

church, including th at  of R evela t ion .^  Further,  avaStis i s  one o f  

I Peter's fa v o u r i t e  words. Yet here and in iv :10  he uses xccMs,

This strongly reinforces the view that at these points he i s  making 
use of a common trad ition . E, Best has even suggested that he knew 
the t r a d i t i o n  behind Matt .v ilO and v :16. He points out t h a t  they  

both occur in Matthew's special m aterial, and suggests that they 
were already associated together in the tradition I Peter i s  follow­
ing. This use of M material, which has always been linked with the 
Jewishness  o f  Matthew's Gospel and the  Jerusalem church, again en-  

hances the view that th is  i s  the source from which the catechetical  
m aterial, u t i l iz e d  by the author* stems.

i i i l l  and iv;12 'AyamrroC. This form o f  address appears frequently  
in  the Pauline letters*^  where i t  sometimes alternates or combines

7
with djSskpol. From such usage in the New Testament l ite ra tu re ,

A  -

1. 1 Cor,x:32; Co1.iv;5; 1 Thess.iv:12; 1 T im .iii:7 ;v :14; v ir l .

2. E. Best, "I Peter and the Gospel Tradition", 16:95-113, 
1970, p. 109.

3. See E.G. Selwyn, "Eschatology in I Peter", Background o f  
the Tea&zmeMf and dta BacAatoZagy* ods. W\D* Davies and'
0. Daube, Cambridge: CUP, 1956, pp. 394-401,

4. See A.S. Geyser, "The Twelve Tribes  in Revelation, Judean 
and Judeo Christian Apocalypticism", 28:388-399, 1982.

5. Op. c i t ,  pp. 109-110.

6. Rom.1:7; %ii:19; 1 Cor,x:14; 2 C or .v ii: ! ;  1 T h ess ,i i:8 ,  Cf.
2 P e t . i i i : ! ;  1 Jn.1 i:7; i v : 7 & J a s . 1:16 ,19;  i i ; 5  where i t  is  
always used in combinaion with 68&Vpol as a qualif ication  
and not an appellation.

7. Rom.x:!; x i i : l ;  1 Cor.x:!; xiv:20; xv:58; G a l. i i i :1 5 ;  iv:12 ,  
P h i l . i i i :1 3 ,1 7 ;  iv : l ;  1 Thess.v:25; J a s , i :2 ;  i i : l ;  i 11:1,10; 
v:19.

; v’



one wonders whether t h i s  was the usual appe l la t ive  in sermons in the 
ear ly  church as indicated  in Acts i i i : 1 7  and v r i :2 .  Acts xv:13,23 
suggest t h a t  i t  had an e p i s to la ry  use as well.  Selwyn has a lso noted 
that the passages in the e p is t le s  where the vocative or
dcyanxfrol i s  used with or without an in junc t ive  verb l ike  irapowc&A or 

are in many cases "dominated by precisely  those themes which 
Dr. Carrington has i so la ted  as belonging to the  pr im i t ive  Chris t ian  
c a t e c h i s m " H e  goes on to suggest that in the passages where th is  
form of address i s  accompanied by a phrase l ik e  nopswaXG vpoc the 
writers clinch the ir  arguments by drawing attention to teaching a l ­
ready known to their  readers from e a r lier  catechetical instruction.

At th is  point i t  i s  a lso  important to repeat that unlike the ' 
Pauline e p is t le s ,  I Peter never uses 6xxAno(.a to describe his addressees.
Yet at i i :9 he o f fe r s  a catena of  Old Testament designat ions which 
provide a particularly  rich description of what the 6xx%ncrta too  
8eoO rea lly  i s .  Probably Paul f i r s t  started using the term $xx%nola 
when he and Barnabas were working together at Antioch* a fter  taking 
i t  over from the "Greek speakers" in the Jerusalem church, who had 
adopted i t  from the LXX, which uses i t  to render the Hebrew 
K,L, Schmidt believes that these Greek speaking Jewish Christians 
had come from the H e llen is t ic  Synagogue and "attached to themselves 
Gentile Christians, thus forming congregations vfter  the pattern of  
the H e l le n i s t i c  Synagogue.1̂  I t  was also f.om th is  community th a t  
Paul in it ia te d  his "mission to  the uncircumcised" and th is  suggests 
that the  term feKxXTptct became the technical  designation of the  Christ­
ian community in those  c i rc le s*  Peter, James and John on the other  
hand, represented the  "mission to the  circumcised" and i t  is  s tr ik ­
ing t h a t  the  t i t l e  btKXtpta never occurs in Mark, Luke, John, or the 
Petr ine  e p i s t l e s .  James only uses i t  once in v:14, where i t s  occur­
rence may be explained by the p o s s ib i l i t y  t h a t  the l e t t e r  was addres­
sed to Antioch and i t s  env irons> fo r  elsewhere James uses cwccyMyf)4

1. Op. c i t .  p. 388. 2. K.L. Schmidt, I I I ,  p. 516.

3. G a l .11:9.

- 4. J a s . i i : 2 ,  fo r  the  building or the community, t>np.
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and coSeAtpoC. I t  would seem then th a t  in the "mission to the circum­
cised" which Peter and James rep re sen t ,  the  term tmXrptcx was t r a -  
d i t i o n a l ly  avoided. Thus a t  i i ; 17 and v:9 I Peter  uses dfieAxpoTne 
ins tead ,  E.P. Groerewald argues t h a t  he does so in order to main­
t a in  the d i s t in c t io n  between ob l iga t ions  to  mankind in general and

o
cpikxSekpCa within  the more l imited sphere of Chr is t ian  brotherhood. 
This re luc tance  on the part of I Peter  to  use a common Pauline ex- 
pression l ik e  bodtnoto. abrogates any theorv of his l itera ry  depend- 
ence upon Paul and confirms that he represen ts  the  Jerusalem t rad -  
i t io n  o f  the "mission to the circumcised".

i i : l l  The thought expressed in 6#6xeoBaL oapxuvBv 6nm@upuGw
aErtvec orpaTeuovtaL xatd trig ipuxris* is  remarkably c lose  to James 
i v : l - 3 i  hi uov nScvSv uuSv tSv oTpotsuojifevcou ev T o tg  ufeXeauv uu&v, 
which "ictures an internal b a ttle  taking place within a person.
Paul expresses a sim ilar thought in Romans v i i :2 2 f  where he speaks 
of the warfare of two laws -  o f God and of s in  -  within his members, 
ev to lc  ii§Xeotv uiou, while in Gal. v 116f he se ts  odtpE and irveGpo, 
over aga ins t  one another. The important point to notice here is  
that while a l l  four passages use the imagery of warfare* the an- 
t ag o n is t s  are variously described as " f l e sh ly  passions" (I  P e t e r ) 33 
"passions" (James),^ "laws of God and sin" (Romans) and "desires o f  
the f lesh^  and the s p i r i t 6'1 (G a la t ia n s ) . James and Romans are the 
c lo se s t  in describing the warfare as occurring within "the members"

1. Even the occurrence of the term in Acts v ; l l  and viii:l& 3»  
which may well derive from Luke's "Jerusalem source", need 
not contradict th is  view. Acts v : l l  need not be a quotation  
from Luke's source. Instead i t  could be his ed itoria l com­
ment on the e f fe c t  of the episode narrated. The ocrurences 
in Acts v i i i ; 1&3 may be explained in the same way. More- 
over, they occur in the context o f Stephen's martyrdom, 
which was a resu lt  o f his dispute with those who belonged
to the  "synagogue of the  Freedman" (Acts v i : 9 ) , the  very 
group to which the Greek speaking Jewish C hr is t ian s ,  who 
adopted bwAriai'cx, had o r ig in a l ly  belonged.

2. See E.P. Groenewald, "Die Chris tel ike Breederskap volgens 
die  H eilige  Skrif", Arcana aeue&ata, F.W. Grosheide FS, 
Kampeh: J.H. Kok, 1951, p. 31.

3. cxxpxiMffiv buQujiuov. 4. h&ovffiv. 5. odtpg. 6. nvsOyct,.
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of an individual  person. These d i f fe rences  ru le  out any theory of
d i r e c t  dependence of I Peter  on James or Paul once again. While
Dibelius t e n t a t i v e ly  maintains the p o s s ib i l i t y  of an inf luence  from

*1
the Romans passage on James> the  d i f fe rences  between them suggest 
th a t  a more l ik e ly  explanat ion i s  th a t  the  image of the s t r i f e  of 
the “passions" (fi6crvaL) "in your members" in James iv : l  had a lready 
become curren t  among C h r is t ian s .  This weighs s t rongly  in favour 
of the  thes is  t h a t  the th ree  w r i te r s  are each f r e e ly  adapting a 
common catechetical concept to su it  their  own arguments.

A similar thought of desire as the ultimate source of a l l  human
2

c o n f l i c t  also appears in contemporary H e l le n i s t i c  e th ica l  l i t e r a t u r e .  
Thus Plato sees "the so le  cause of wars and revolutions" as "nothing 
o ther  than the body and i t s  d e s i r e s " w h i l e  Philo maintains t h a t  
a l l  famous h istor ica l and legendary wars are caused by 6nL@up.Ca.*

Yet the c lo s e s t  p a ra lle ls  to the idea and imagery used by the 
New Testament writers in th is  connection are to be found in the 
Qumran l ite ra tu re .  There the s p ir i t s  o f  truth and falsehood* which 
govern a l l  human affairs*  a lso  struggle within the heart o f man.
Thus Sod "has appointed for him two s p i r i t s  in which to walk u n t i l  
the  time of his v i s i t a t i o n ;  the  s p ir i t  of  t r u th  and falsehood" 
and "un t i l  now the  s p i r i t s  of  t r u th  and falsehood s t ruggle  in the
hearts of men",^ Sim ilarly, the Rabbis spoke of yin and

7n u n  n r  as the  evil  and the vir tuous  impulses in man. Such ideas 
are most l ik e ly  to  have Influenced the thoughts of the leaders of 
the  church at Jerusalem. Natura l ly ,  they would a lso be reflected  
in the concepts which they employed in d i rec t in g  the e th ica l  be­
haviour of catechumens.

1. Op, c i t ,  pp. 30 & 216. 2. Ibid, pp. 215-216.

3. Phaedo, 66c. Cf. 82c. 4. De Dec. 151-153.

5. IQS 111:17-18, 6. IQS 1v:23.

7. See BOB p. 428.
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In comparing t h i s  passage with Acts xv:20 and 29, Selwyn s e t s  
out the view th a t  the author is  r e f l e c t in g  common Catechetical  
material which regarded the church as a "neo-Levtt ica l"  or p r i e s t l y  
community.^ This is in Tine with the s p i r i t  of the Apostolic 
decree recorded in Acts xv which was an attempt to s e t t l e  the con­
t roversy  about the s ta tu s  of  non-Jews who had received Chr is t ian  
baptism. While Paul believed th a t  they should be regarded as the 
equals of Jewish C h r i s t ia n s ,  the  Judaising p a r ty  held th a t  they had 
to  complete their i n i t i a t i o n  through accepting circumcision and 
observing the Lev i t ica l  to rah .  In Acts xv*<29 the decree dispenses 
with circumcision and fu ll  Levi t ica l  requirements,  but  demands that 
they maintain a c e r t a in  standard o f  Levi t ical  purity by absta in ing  
(dhnixeoSca) from what has been offered  to idols  and from blood and 
from what i s  s t rang led  and from unchas t i ty .  This v i r t u a l l y  covers 
the p roh ib i t ions  of  Lev. xvii  - xix. Such a so lu t ion  to the con­
t roversy would be very congenial to what we know of  the mind of  
Pe te r  from the records in Acts and i t  also accords well with the 
Jewish atmosphere o f th is  e p is t le  and i t s  description of i t s  readers 
as a pootAsLcw Icp&tEUpa.

i i :1 2  -rhv avaoTpoghv bp&v Tote GSNsotv &%ovTEg xoA^v following  
immediately a fter  the appeal to abstain from the passions of the 
f l e s h ,  expresses the same idea as dbruAov 6aur6v Tnpstv 6nA toO
h£ctuou in J a s . i : 2 7 . Indeed, I Pe t .Tv:3-11 with i t s  exhorta t ion  to 
give up the  v ices of the  Gentile world and instead p ra c t i s e  hospi-  
t a l i t y ,  rendering service  in the strength of God, reads almost l ike  
a practical exposition of  "pure religion" as defined in J a s . i : 2 7 ,  
while a t  the same time re-emphasizing the o r ig ina l  appeal in I Pet. 
i i : 1 2 .  In the l i g h t  of Enoch x l v i i i ; 7 ,  " . . . t h e y  have hated and 
despized th is  world of unrighteousness, and have hated all i t s  works 
and ways.,."^ xAopoc may be interpreted as nrn obiyn, "this edMfwZ

1. Op. c i t .  p. 374. 2. Of. Acts xv:20.

3. APOP II ,  p. 217. Cf. I s a . x i i i : ! ! ,  "I wtll punish the
world fo r  i t s  e v i l 11.

------1 -.-u. » iA-rj f r.1 _



In comparing t h i s  passage with Acts xv:20 and 29, Selwyn se t s  
out the view th a t  the author is  r e f l e c t in g  common Catechet ical  
materia l  which regarded the church as a "neo^Levtt ical" or p r i e s t l y  
communityJ This is in l ine  with the s p ir i t  of the  Apostolic 
decree recorded in Acts xv which was an attempt to s e t t l e  the  con­
t roversy about the s t a tu s  of non-Jews who had received Chris t ian  
baptism. While Paul believed th a t  they should be regarded as the 
equals of Jewish C h r is t ian s ,  the  Judaising p a r ty  held th a t  they had 
to complete t h e i r  i n i t i a t i o n  through accepting circumcision and 
observing the Levitical torah. In Acts xv:29^ the decree dispenses 
with circumcision and f u l l  Levi t ica l  requirements, but demands t h a t  
they maintain a c e r t a in  standard of Levitical pur i ty  by absta in ing  
(darcxsaSca) from what has been offered  to ido ls  and from blood and 
from what is s t rang led  and from unchas t i ty .  This v i r t u a l l y  covers 
the p roh ib i t ions  of Lev. xvii - xix. Such a so lu t ion  to the  con­
t roversy  would be very congenial to  what we know of the mind of 
Peter from the records in Acts and i t  also accords well with the 
Jewish atmosphere o f th is  e p is t le  and i t s  description of i t s  readers 
as a pootAsiov lEpdcceupa.

i i : ! 2  T%v (kvcKTcpopfrv 6v t o te  8&veouv &xovrGG xoAfiv following
immediately a f t e r  the appeal to abs ta in  from the passions of the  
f le s h ,  expresses the same idea as dorxuAov ktvndv r rp e tv  drc6 toO 
xAopou in J a s . i :2 7 .  Indeed, I P e t . iv :3 - l l  with i t s  exhortation to 
give up the vices of the  Gentile  world and instead p ra c t i s e  hospi­
t a l i t y ,  rendering service in the  s t reng th  of God, reads almost l ik e  
a p rac t ica l  exposi t ion of  "pure re l ig ion "  as defined in J a s . i ; 2 7 , 
while at the same time re-emphasizing the original appeal in I Pet. 
l i t  12. In the  l ig h t  of Enoch x l v i i 1:7, " . . . t h e y  have hated and 
despized th i s  world of unrighteousness,  and have hated a ll  i t s  works 
and ways, . . u6opos may be in te rp re ted  as nth oinyn, " th i s  s in fu l

1, Op. c i t .  p. 374. 2. Cf. Acts xv:20.

3. APOT I I ,  p. 217, Cf. I s a . x i i i : 1 1 , "I wil l  punish the 
world for i t s  s v t l ",



Gentile  world" . Both James and I Peter  the re fo re  r e f l e c t  the a t ­
t i t u d e  of the  Jerusalem church towards the Gentiles (even Gentiles 
within the Church) as may be seen from Acts xv : l-29  and Gal.11:11-13. 
They exhort Jewish Chr is t ians  to  observe the  laws of purity even in 
t h e i r  dealings with Gentile  C hr is t ians .  An exposition of t h i s  ap­
proach may be found in Ps.Clem.Horn,13 . iv:3  & 5, according to which 
Pe ter ,  in s e t t in g  out "the conduct of  our religion" (xfte fpexfepcts 
-dprtoHeloQ Thv ttoXlteLov) warns the  (Judean) church not to mix with 
Gentiles at table because their  way of l i f e  i s  impureJ

11:12 &G xoxonDL&Vi The wrongdoing here i s  very general rather 
than sp ec if ic  as i t  is  in the Johannine account of Jesus' t r ia l  in 
John x v i i i :3 0 .  The grim backcloth i s  supplied by Tacitus' remark 
t h a t  the  Chr is t ians  were "loathed because o f  t h e i r  abominations" 
as well as by Suetonius' unconcealed approval of Nero's v io len t  
measures against "a c lass  of people animated by a novel and mis- 
chievious superstition".

i i :1 2  i s  reminiscent of the words of Jesus to Jer­
usalem in Lk.xix:44. In the l ig h t  of the general eschatological 
tone o f  the letter*  the phrase c le a r ly  refers to the f in a l day o f  
judgement,* Like James* Paul, and a l l  the f i r s t  generation church,
I Peter expects the f ina l parousia in his own l ife - t im e ,^  and th is

1. Ttp6c TotiTOic Sfc 68L(%pd#i)c uh PioOvtes xpart^DiC fedvSv o6u 
dnoXaukqiev, 6 te  6f) oOSt ouvexjnSoSai, aOtovg 6uv5uevdu, 6 id  
x6 (iwLWpxwG adxoCq $LcOv», .  GoncweCqi ydp 6LCKpep6viu)s xoOto
TtO LOO UEV.

Dibelius (op. c i t ,  pp. 121-123) does not accept t h i s  i n t e r ­
p re ta t io n .  He argues th a t  i f  James was a law observant Jew­
ish Christian, the..question of purity.laws would feature  
much more prominently in  his  work. Such arguments from
s i l e n c e ,  however, can be very misleading and need not de te r
us- here.

2. Ann.xv:44. 3. The Twelve Caesars, Nero x v i :2.

4. See W.C. van Unnik, "The Teaching of Good Works in I Pe ter" ,
1:92-110, 1954, pp. 103-105.

5. See I Pe t .1v :7 ,  "The end of a l l  th ings is  at hand".
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is  the  presupposi t ion governing his  exhorta t ion to good conduct which 
should lead the Gentiles witnessing f t ,  to g lo r i f y  God. Such th in k ­
ing affords  fu r th e r  proof of the p r i o r i t y  of i Peter, since the 
eager expecta tion of the end cooled considerably a f t e r  the demise 
of the  or ig ina l  ap os t le s .  Furthermore, fni^pct intioxorthe i s  a stock 
expression of apocalypticism, derived from the prophetsJ to ind ica te  
the eschatological  judgement of I s r a e l ' s  foes .  In S i r . x v i i i : 2 0  i t  
i s  applied on an individual  and personal l e v e l ,  while a closer para l-  
le l  to the e p is t le ' s  general message of hope may be found in Wisdom 
i i i : 7 f  in a chapter which may have been as famous in the  au th o r ' s  
day as i t  i s  in ours.

" i i i :1 But the  souls of the  r ighteous are  in the hand of God,
And there  shal l  no torment touch them.. .

7 And in the day of their  v is i ta t io n  they shall shine forth,
And as sparks in the  s tubble  sha l l  run to and f ro .

8 They shal l  judge nations and have dominion over peoples;
And th e tr  Lord shall be king for ever."

Since the eschatological urgency of ^1̂ 5% 6RLcwon#c would be l o s t
to  readers who were unfam il ia r  with i t s  apocalyptic  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,
I P e t e r ' s  use of such terminology i s  a f u r th e r  ind ica t ion  t h a t  he 
i s  addressing Jewish rather than Gentile converts.^

11:13-17. In t h i s  sec t ion  the du t ie s  of  the members of the Church 
towards the  Civil Author i t ies  and to God are enunciated. These
in s t ru c t io n s  c le a r ly  resemble Pau l 's  teaching in Romans x i i i : l - 7 .
As can be seen from the following t a b l e ,  there are not only a 
number of  verbal resemblances, but the thoughts and ideas fol low 
the same sequence as w ell ,  ind ica t ing  th a t  the two authors are 
using a common ca teche t ica l  source.

1. See lsa.X:3; xx1v:2l-22; xxix:6; J e r .71:15-16; x:15.
Cf. Ex.xxx11:34.

2. See also Acts xv:14, where James r e fe r s  to God's v i s i t a t i o n  
of the Gentiles in a s im ila r  eschatological  sense and as a 
prelude to the r e s to ra t io n  of I s r a e l .

3. Cf. 1 Tim.i1:1-3; T i t . 111:1-3,8; 1 C lem .lx:4-lx i;2; 1x111:1.
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,i.tX4tptxy ôp*f* t'tuu yap 5tn#fo/oy font',
(‘siikot «V -'ijyrt rw ro irpdirotrti.

5» Stti droyicr/ yirnraaataSai, fw ftfl'rov Sta
apŷ i ilUa >'iit Ata tt|v nivtlifimp,

6. jta  roOto yap <#cu ^o/wvs rtA<tr< 1«» 
rot w ot yac &aC >.‘on-. ftf aure rovro vpaa-
Ttynrptwrrtfi

f. iitts8oT« iruat rar arfttAor rw rov 4u,x)t» 
Tty rd rtf reAiif to rtXoi, nv rdt"rev $6$qp, r.Z rfp Titir,v t»|V rifttjf,

7 7 .

2

3

sets  the subordination theme of the social code which 
i s  reflected  in these passages. The l ite ra r y  history of banddow 
has an important bearing on the main thesfs  o f th is  investigation .
As Delling and Cranfield point o u tJ  the word has no antecedents 
other than those in the LXX, while in the New Testament, with the 
exception of three verses in L uke/ i t  does not appear outside the 
Pauline e p is t le s ,  Hebrews* .lames and Peter. These facts in themselves 
are ind icative  o f  a common paraenetical background to these passages.

In some o f  these passages the thought of submission is  developed 
even further, so that God i s  viewed as the Creator to Whom all  
creatures are in subjection.^ This general thought of the sub-

1. See G. Delling, VIII, pp, 39-46. Cf. C.E.B. Cranfield, 
"Some observations on Romans xii1;1~7", 6:241-249, 1960,

2. L k .ii :5 1 ; X:17,20. Of. G. Delling, op. c i t .  pp. 39-46.

3. 1 Cor.xiv:34; xv:27f; Eph,v:24; H eb,ii:8; J a s .iv :7 ;  I Pet. 
111:22,
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ordinat ion of everything to  God should help us to resolve the ovux 
■intevpv&tm in I P e t . i i : 1 3 .  The RSV t r a n s la t i o n  of tdActq dsvepmriCvq 
wtLoel, "every human i n s t i t u t i o n " ,  does not f i t  the general thought 
of the passage, nor the usual meaning of xtLois. In the LXX i t  is  
always used of something c reated  by GodJ I f  we read verse 14 in 
conjunction with i i i  :22, i t  becomes apparent t h a t  the author did not 
regard the  S ta te  of the Civil  A uthor i t ies  as mere "human i n s t i t u t i o n s " ,  
but r a th e r  as created or i n s t i t u t e d  by God and sub ject  to Him.^ This 
i n te r p r e t a t i o n  would be f u r th e r  strengthened i f  we took 6 t /  atirou 
nswnDpAvoLs as referring back to RCpLov in vs 13 rather than to 
paaLXeC, Such an interpretation would bring the thought of vs 14 
into l ine  with much of  the  teaching o f  the Old Testament and par­
t icu la r ly  th a t  of Deutero-Isa iah x l v : l , "Thus says the  Lord to  his 
anointed, to  Cyrus, whose r i g h t  hand I have grasped, to subdue 
nations before him, and ungird the  lo ins  of K i n g s . . . to which 
I Peter  so f requen t ly  a l ludes .  I f  th is  interpretation i s  c o r r e c t , 
then the  thought in th i s  verse i s  very close to Paul s teaching in 
R om .xiii:l-7  where he s p e c i f ic a l ly  views the State as derived from 
God's appointment.^

Sim ila r ly ,  both passages view the function of the  c iv i l  power 
as that of r e s t r a in in g  and punishing crime. Since ibtSCxrpus and 
€x5lkog feature in both passages, t h i s  wording in one form or  an­
o ther  may well have been part of the  or ig ina l  code. I Peter and 
Romans also agree t h a t  the positive  function of the c iv i l  power i s  
to encourage well-doing.® Note also the  recurrence of dcYoSorcouetv 
and &yoQ6v rtoueTv not only in co n tra s t  to xaxonoiis ,  but also when

1. See W. Foerster, I I I ,  pp. 1023-1028.

2. See H. Windisch, rev. H. Pre isker ,  Die Katholischen Brie f e ,
HNT XV.3, Tilbingen: Mohr, 1951, where an exce l len t  and"”  
concise analysis o f the passage i s  given on pp. 63-64.

3. Cf. lsa.v:25-30; Dan.1i:21,37f; 1v:l7,32; Wis.vi:3.

4. Sec 0. Cullmann, The S ta te  in the New Testament, London:
SCM, 1957, pp. 50^70:

5. I a t . i i ; 1 4 f .  and Rom.xiii:3. Cf. 1 T1m.1i;2; T i t . 1 i i : l , 8 .



i t  appears in conjunction with firmvog in both V o t e r s .  Since both 
authors claim th a t  the dyctSortoioC are p ra i s ed v L. /n believes t h a t  
dyoBorxoLeiv must have a very special  meaning. To su b s ta n t ia t e  t h i s , 
he points  to "Special Honours" l i s t s  as examples of rewards fo r  
exemplary conduct and meritorious se rv ice ,  and claims th a t  something 
more than doing onel s duty i s  implied here. They must do something 
which deserves special  d i s t i n c t io n .  The combination of &Yct£cmt,evv * 
and firmvos would appear to confirm th i s  Interpretation, f o r  as H. 
Preisker has shown,^ gnaivoG is  used in the LXX sense where i t  only 
has value as the approval of man by God. Since both these passages 
in Romans and I Peter view the Government as a d iv inely  commissioned 
body, i t  may f i t t in g ly  bestow Gnauvog In i t s  capacity as the servant 
of God, This seems far more l ik e ly  than Schelkle's interpretation  
of "praise" as acquittal in a court o f law on the grounds that the 
f i r s t  h a l f  of the  verse deals with legal proceedings.^ For the r e s t ,  
whichever way we interpret th is  saying, i t  i s  certa in ly  also a call  
to Christians to become f i r s t  c la ss  c it ize n s  in order to stop slander 
against themselves, By rendering special service  (dYoBonoisrv), they 
"will put to s i len ce  the ignorance of foo lish  men",^

In discussing th is  teaching of good works, van Unnik^ laments 
the  fa c t  t h a t  the keyword of the  passage, c^aSoitotetv, i s  passed 
over without comment in many exposi t ions ,  and t h a t  the short  d i s -  
cussions by Grundmann  ̂ f a i l  to give a fu l l  analysts and are quite  
unsatisfactory. To r e c t i f y  t h i s ,  he considers three possible in­
terpretations (the  Greek, Jewish and Chris t ian)  of "good works" to 
which I P e t e r ' s  conception might be r e l a te d .  He finds that i t  is

1. Op, c i t .  p. 173. 2, H. Preisker, ZDWT II ,  pp, 586-588.

3, K.H. Schelkle,  Pie Pe t rusb r ie fe .  Per Judas b r ie f , 4th ed.
HTKNT, Freiburg: Herder, T97’6", 'pp. 73-75.

4, I P e t . i i i l S .

5. W.C. van Unnik, "The Teaching of Good Works in I Pe te r" ,  
MTS 1:92-110, 1954.

6 . W. Grundmann, TMP I, p. 17, and I I I ,  pp. 536-550,



decidedly d ifferen t  from the Jewish type Tike the bvioh com­
mended by the rabbis to a s s is t  the poor and others unable to f u l f i l

*|
the Law's requirements. Nor does the concept imply the good works 
of la ter  Christian theology which would atone for post-baptismal 
faults^ instead i t  appears to van Unnik that I Peter uses dYoSonouGtv 
with the same range of meaning as the Greeks. Yet i t s  foundation 
is quite d ifferen t from the Greek idea, for the "good deeds" are 
enjoined "not to earn glory for onese lf ,  but to make the way free  
for the Gospel towards the disobedient".^ Further, van Unnik argues 
that we must see 6ya8oiiois1/v as part of the Christian's calling  to 
holiness* as they follow the Lord's example. As the ir  Redeemer, He 
did good in the midst of suffering. So must His followers. This 
thought i s  an echo of Peter's speech to Cornelius 1n Acts Xt38, wAich 
C.H. Dodd believes to be part of the Jerusalem kerygma.^ Hence van 
Unnik concludes that for I Peter &Ya8omoLGrv was "a Greek word per­
f e c t ly  adequate to express how a Christian has to l iv e  with his 
fellow-men in love during th is  time of fa ith  and hope".*

However* his analysis f a i l s  to  take proper account of the Tal- 
mudic ma'aser Torah or "good works" or simply "works"
for  short as in Jam es,  ̂ by which contemporary Pharisaism expressed
the  Idea of doing the  will (or Law) of God. In I Peter dYddonotetv 
i s  used to express th is  thought, not sp e c if ic a l ly  to support the 
Imperial government, but rather to please God and to do His w i l l .
Thus those who fa ls e ly  accuse them "w ill^glorify God on the day of

1. Fo, the relevant Talmudic references see Str-B I I I ,  pp. 505 
& 161, and Str-B IV, pp. 5S9-561.

2. W.C, van Unnik, op. c i t .  pp. 108-109.

3. C.H. Dodd, The Apostol1c_Preaching and Its  Developments,
2nd ed, LondonT Hodder & Stoughton, 1951% p. 27.

4. Op. c i t .  p. no.
5. See M. Jastrow, A Dictionary of the Targumim, the  Talmud 

Babli and YerushaTmj, and' the Midrashic Literature, New"York/
Berlin :  Choreb, 1926, "pp. 819 aih(T82CL



v i s i t a t i o n 11. "* The Chris t ians  wil l be doing Sod's will when by doing 
r i g h t  (dYoSortoieiv) they "put to  s i lence  the ignorance of foo l ish  
men".^

In i i :20-21 the  author turns  to the thought of dYctdonolouvtog, . .  
n&oxeiv as acceptable  to God, for  by so doing, the readers wil l be 
following in the s teps of Chr is t .  Doing good in  the midst of su f ­
f e r ing  is applied to  wives married to pagans in 111:6, while in i 1i :
17 he comes back to  his  o r ig ina l  theme, but here the meaning of 
(^oSc^oioOvtog i s  influenced by the  eschatological  hope of I Pe te r ,  
in t h a t  i t  no longer expresses someV'^g which i s  simply moral iy 
p re fe rab le .  Rather, i t  means th a t  t  f  b e t t e r  to s u f f e r  now fo r  
doing good than to  su f fe r  in the  f i r ^ l  judgement for  betraying C h r i s t . 3

Confirmation of t h i s  TV udic i n te r p r e ta t io n  of dqfcxdortOLeuv may 
be found in I Pet. i i : 19, where 6 l& auvetdrptv eeou may be regarded 
as a synonym f o r  "doing Torah11 or “doing good works" in order to  
please God. Again In the author quotes Ps,xxxiv:12-16 to
j u s t i f y  h is  e th ica l  stance, E. Lohse makes the  point t h a t  I Peter  
exhorts h is  readers to cease from ev il  and do good precisely  because 
the  Lord favours the  righteous and opposes those who do e v i l .*  This 
use of dYaScmteuv f u r th e r  su b s ta n t ia te s  the argument fo r  a Judean 
origin of the  l e t t e r ,  and r e fu te s  W. Munro's theory t h a t  the teaching 
of I Peter  was aimed to e l i c i t  support fo r  the  Roman government.^

The next p a ra l le l  teaching in I P e t . 11:13-17 and Rom.xii i : l -7  
i s  the view th a t  the  Chris t ians  owe the  Civil Author i t ies  not merely

1. I P e t .11:12. 2. I P e t ,11:15. Of. I Pet,1v:3-6; 12-19.

3. See J.R.  Michael i s ,  "Eschatology in I Peter  111:17", MTS
13:394-401, 1967.

4. E. Lohse, "Paranese und Kerygma im 1 P e t r u s b r i e f " , z w  
45:68-89, 1954, p. 86.

5. W. Munro, Authority in Paul and Peter. The id e n t i f i c a t i o n  of 
a Pastoral Stratum in the Pauline Corpus and I” Peter ,  NTSRS

Cambridge: CuP, 1983, p. 21

■H.    niMMil,
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outward submission, but inner loya l ty .  In I Peter 1 i 13 th is  i s  
expressed by 61.& -rbv KCpLov* whereas in Romans x111:5 i t  i s  6 i& 
rhv ou\feC6riCTLv. Yet, in teresting ly  enough, in I Peter i i : 19 
slaves' duties are envisaged as 6 L& ouveCGnoiv GooO. Again, both 
passages stress  th a t  Christian duty knows no bounds. In I Peter 
they must honour a l l  men (ndvms TuuYpors) while according to Romans 
they must render to a l l  their  dues (6n6GoTe noou T&c 6#sL%dG)* Both 
passages recall Pirke Aboth iv : l*  "Who i s  honoured 7 He who honours

mankind", and they a lso  r e f le c t  the early Christian practice of .
adding phrases o f theological re f lec t ion  or Christian teaching l ik e

2
6 i& ouvc&SnGLv 8eoO or 6 i& KdpioM to original Jewish documents. 
Such a practice probably originated in the early Jerusalem Church* 
and i t s  occurrence in I Peter and Romans here may be taken as a com­
mon dependence upon the Catechism-emanating from that community.

3
I f  we follow the suggestion o f  Cranfield and take dp tdv (pdgov 

in Romans x i i i i ?  to  refer  to God, i t  would clearly  be parallel to  
1 Peter i i : l 7  with i t s  four crisp commands. Both passages would 
then l i s t  the fear o f  God as the third command. Further, i t  i s  also  
noteworthy that in th is  verse in I Peter, the wording o f  Proverbs 
%xiv:2l, "my son, fear thou the Lord and the king I" has been s ig ­
n if ica n tly  a ltered /*  Clearly the author wishes to make a d is t in c t ­
ion between what i s  owed to  God and what is  owed to the Emperor.
God i s  to be feared (ooGeloGc) but the Emperor is  to be honoured 
(TLpate). Paul a lso  supports th is  d is tin ction  between fear of God

1. The precept t a l l i e s  very c lo se ly  with the lesson God taught
Peter in  the  v is ion  of Acts x : 10-16 and the way in which he 
applies  i t  to  a ll  men in Acts x :28,  "but God has shown me 
th a t  I should not ca l l  any man common or unclean".

2. See C o L ii i :1 8 ,  £v Kup&f ; Eph.v: 22, etc Rupicp ; 1 Clem. 
x x i : 6 , T&v Kdpvoti "inooOv x&LordN.*.6\%pan#UEv.Hence E.
Bammel /  "The Commands in  I Peter  11.17", NTS 11:279-281 , 1965, 
suggests t h a t  the author has adapted a Jewish Haustafel and 
added 6 id, t6v  KCpiov to turn f t  in to  a Christian ethic.

3. C.E.B. C ran f ie ld ,  op. c i t .  pp. 247ff.

4. See E. Bammel, op. c i t .  pp. 279-281.
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and honour to  the Emperor tn Romans xt11:7 tn our suggested i n t e r ­
p re ta t io n  of th a t  verseJ  In f a c t  we could argue t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t ­
ion between " fear  of God" and "honour to the  Emperor" was probably 
a lready made in the  primit ive  Jewish church, and was consequently 
re f le c te d  in the pr imit ive  ca teche t ica l  materia l  underlying these 
two passages.

i i : 16 &G ftXeOdepoi. M a t t .x v i i :26-27 has Jesus expressing the same 
view th a t  he and h is  d i sc ip le s  a re  r e a l ly  f ree  from human au th o r i ty ,  
but, in order to avoid giving offence,  he will  pay the Tempi e- tax .
In general terms the  I Peter  passage not only p a r a l l e l s  Rom.xi11:7, 
but expounds J e s u s 1 famous s tatement,  "Render to Caesar the  th ings 
t h a t  are Caesar 's  and to God the th ings t h a t  are God's" in Mark x i i :
17. Such common advice to submit to  the Roman a u t h o r i t i e s ,  most 3
probably ceased to be operat ive  a f t e r  the  Roman onslaught of 66-70 AD, 
and i t s  inclusion  here points  to an early date for  the composition 
of I Peter .

i i : 1 6  8eoO 8ou,\oL This desc r ip t ion  of the  readers as "s laves of 
God" para lle ls  James' designation of htmself as 6coO -wal Kuptou
‘IrpoO XptaroO 6oGAos in h is  opening address in i ; 1 . ^ Such a des-
s c r ip t i o n  has precedents in the LXX̂  where f t  i s  used to denote a ll

6 7I s rae l  as well as p a r t i c u la r  important ind iv idua ls  such as Moses,
David and some prophets,® In t h e i r  r e l a t io n sh ip  to  God. I Peter
s im i la r ly  applies  SeOAofi ©eoO to C hr is t ians  here.® Elsewhere in the

1. For confirmation of th is view see C.E.3. C ranfie ld ,  Romans,
ICC 2v. 6th ed. Edinburgh: Clark, 1975/79, pp. 669-673:

2. Je sus '  saying in Mk.xii:17,"Render to Caesar the th ings that 
a re  C aesar 's ,  and to God the things th a t  are  God's", was prob­
ably taken to imply "honour" to the  Emperor and "fear" to God,

3. Cf. R e v ,x i i i : l-1 8 ,  4. Cf. R ev .iz l.

5, See K.H. Rengstorf, II ,  pp. 261-280.

6. Deut.xxxti:36, 7, 1 %gs.vtt1:53,56; M al.iff:24 .

8. 1 Kgs.v1t1:66; Jer .v i i:2 5 ;  Amos i t i : 7 .  9. Cf. Herm.Vis . l :2 ,4 .



New Testament i t  denotes p a r t i c u l a r  ind iv idua ls  l ik e  prophets^ and 
Apostles.^  Paul adds i t  to  his s e l f -d e s c r ip t io n  as an Apostle in 
Rom.i:1 , while the two t i t l e s  are  a lso  combined in 2 P e t . i :1 . I t  
is  very important to notice  here t h a t  I Peter does not describe his 
readers  as 6ouAot of any other person or master . They are s t r i c t l y  
fiouAot ©eoG. In other words, they l iv e  under a Theocracy, unlike 
the people of  the Ancient Near East amongst whom loyal sub jects  would 
general ly  describe  themselves as SouAoC of t h e i r  king or ruler, When 
I Pe ter  does re fe r  to t h e i r  se rv i tude  in i t : 18, he describes them as 
otHfeiai. In doing so he stands f irmly in the  Jewish t r a d i t i o n  that 
a Jew could never be a s lave  of anyone but God. In t h i s  regard he 
shares a remarkable qu a l i ty  with James in t h a t  they both r e f l e c t  the 
"s lave less"  society  of the  Judean church as opposed to the H e l le n is t i c  
churches. They consequently do not o f f e r  paraeneses fo r  s laves ,  and 
t h i s  i s  an added ind ica t ion  of the  Judean provenance of  t h i s  Petr ine  
teaching.

At th i s  point  i t  should a lso  be noted t h a t  James does not include 
any teaching on obedience to the  s t a t e  as i s  found in I Peter  and the 
Pauline e p is t le s .^  I t  may well be that the Jewish theocratic  view, 
th at Jews were slaves o f  God and none other, was the major reason for  
th i s .  As God's chosen people there was no way in which they could be 
subject to any authority other than God.'

1. Rev.x:7; xi:18, 2. Acts iv:29;  T i t . i : 1 .

3. In his views, James appears to be much c loser  to Qumran, 
the  Pharisees and Zealo ts .  Hegesippius1 story, although 
i t  has many legendary t r a i t s ,  r e l a t e s  th a t  James was nick­
named Obiias , “bulwark of the people", (E.H. I I ,  x x i i i : 7 ,
LCL I ,  p. 170.) The Obi la s  pa r t  n a tu ra l ly  derives from
a misreading of the majuscule qbaaiac -  $3ct5tct£ = n m y  -  
Obadia ? "servant  of God" (and Lord Jesus Chr is t .  -  J a s . i :1).

4. I t  is  j u s t  poss ible  th a t  the events surrounding Herod Agrip- 
pa ’s death in 42 AD as recorded in Acts x i 1:20-23, (Cf. Jos. 
Ant. 1 9 :v i i i :2 )  may have Influenced t h i s  teaching. Herod had 
allowed himself to be honoured as a god, which the church in ­
te rp re ted  as the u l t im ate  blasphemy leading to his death.  After  
t h i s  the successive Roman Procurators in Judea were progres­
s ive ly  more loathsome to the Jews, whose eschatological  expec­
t a t i o n s  were increas ing ly  heightened and culminated in the 
outbreak of the Jewish war in 66 AD.
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11:18-25. o lnenm are in s t ru c ted  to serve t h e i r  masters f a i t h f u l l y
even i f  they t r e a t  them harshly. By p a t i e n t ly  enduring wrong, they
will win God’s approval as they follow in the foo ts teps  of C hr is t ,
whose atoning suffe r ing  fo r  t h e i r  s ins has brought them back to God,
Similar  in s t ru c t io n s  about the  a t t i tu d e s  of slaves to  t h e i r  masters1
appear in Colossians i i i :2 2 -1 v :1  and Ephesians v i :5 -9 ,  but unlike 
I Peter  they a lso add in s t ru c t io n s  to s lave owners. As in the pre­
vious sec t ion ,  both the  thoughts of t h i s  paraenesis and t h e i r  sequence 
are the same in each o f the e p is t le s .  The para lle ls  are se t  out in 
the following table :*•

1
2

2

3

4

The main theme of subject ion  (CncmSmeaeai) of the slaves to 
t h e i r  masters i s  found in a l l  the parallel passages. However, 1 
Peter descr ibes  them as o ln tv a i  r a th e r  than SoGXol as in the o ther  
e p i s t l e s .  I t  appears to be addressed to  a special  group of house- 
servants  or “domestics" which would have included some p ro fess iona l ly  
t ra ined  men l ik e  sc r ib e s ,  teachers and doc tors ,  r a the r  than to fioGAot,

I P e ter iL 18-15 C o l.  t i l ,  22 - iv .  t E p h . vi, 5-9

iS , 04 Mxirat, wwapgaurro.
«V to.v [jiSSSnitSl
oi parov ro if dyaiJoIr «oi 
fnutxfoty, dXXd Koti ro?r 
oicaW j,

I
23. oi SouA<h, V7Taxuu«r<

| Kara tmwtt rotf Kara ruoxg 
i  K t e & f ,  p a  <V l ii jd a -V io S a u -  

I Xtiaif tor iv&pwtratnoieoi, dAA’ 
|  O ' a i r X d r i r n  * u p 5 t a r ,  i o l i a v *

I -spy KV04VV.

t 9 -  r o t r r o  y a p  < i  j t i

O 'e w & y n *  S t o S  v n t x t o p o i  " n r  

K a a x t u v  a S i x m S .

20. iroiaK ydjg Mot, «i j

/ to w  vrro>Mv<ir«i , dAA* <? j 
ayadowwuCtfi.V « u  ndo^w r<r j 
taropo iirr, revra y d f * t  i r a p d  •
w . —  —

^  I
2 ? . o r  r w r o  yde htiv/jflijTt, ii 

5ri Kdl Xp»or»f irradry, *t A.

2i-5, Imitotia Chntli.

i > 2 3 .  J  < d r  i r o t i - r r ,  ck

j w d f r a d r ,  t a r  r i p  x f m 'w  k o !  
' ail* didournaKi,

, 24% 'jMlIS a rt dird Kuptbu 
( i r r e A ^ i a f f r  d v T a /rd iS o a tv  
r?* K A rfp o ra jira s 4 rw KVpmi 
X p o r r d i  S o tA .\r tie rt .

1 5 .  d  > i ip  dSiK U K  KOfu,?m 
0  k o d  ot/K  / o r  i  a p e a -aieroÂiela,

iv, 1, oi Ki^xoi, rd SiKatOt- 
* a t  r i j v  i s d r q r a  r o iv  S tiu A o ir 

j t i 'S J r r r  d r ,  A 0.  
t'f«tr Ktwvf o' o v o a iv y .

$ .  «* S o O A o i, u r r a K o d t T f  r o ' r  

K a r a  o d p K a  K o p io iy  f w r a  j a & i u ,  

j  k « i  f p o t i o o  t v  a n - A d n j r i  r ^ r  
" *op5iav v/idw tiif r .5  X p t q r . y ,

|  G . y i )  K a r *  o i j t S a X f i a i o u X t i a v  
j (if dfdptuadproKOi, Xvt* tor 
I SoffiWi rot? A/wtrroi? mioCvrts 
1 til OiX̂ fia too 5(00 sV
J |4( r ’ two/or SouA(t>oiT(r 
ij t o r  r t S  x e p i m  * a l  o u k  d r d p to t r o t r ,

$
|  S . «iwr«r o n  cVaarof j  tor 
J wt̂ ag ayoSoV, rotrro Ko>it<tTot 
1 «aod KQOtou. <irc SovAor <?r«*| aWrpof.

I 9« ktti oi kdpiot, rd  a W  
! VOtCtrt rrpdr ttiirdOr dtt<W«r 
' daoAdo, o&w on *mi
| avnSy xai dpwr 0 Kvpid'r «‘ort>i
1 & wit rrpSotomX̂ ia
j| ouk toi t irop’ adrtf!.

1. Cf. 1 T im .vi:1 ,2; T i t . i i : 9 ,1 0 ,



slaves in g ene ra l , which would include a l l  kinds of labourers .  I t
is  i n te re s t in g  t h a t  th i s  ra re  word o&x&niG should a lso  be used in
the descr ip t ion  of the men Cornelius sent  to Joppa to fetch  Pe te r ,

2as recorded in Acts x:7.

Colossians - Ephesians describe  the  masters as toCs xaTdc afyoxa 
Hiptoug whereas Seortdnms in I Peter i s  p a ra l le l  to C6Coue Secrcdias 
in 1 Timothy and T i tus ,  The same pa t te rn  applies  to the use of 
tfrmofteiv (Col.-Eph.)  and imtoTtooEcsdab (I P e t . - T i tu s ) .  These d i f ­
ferences serve merely to question any theory of I P e t e r ' s  d i r e c t  
dependence on Ephesians or Colossians and become unimportant in the  
general theme of submission, the  real motive of which i s  the f ea r  of 
the Lord. I t  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  s ta ted  in CoUii  1:22, while i t  i s  im­
p l ied  in 6i& ouveterpiv ©eoG in I P e t . i t : 1 9 , 3 This i s  in keeping 
with such passages in I Peter as i :17 ;  i t : 17, t i i : 2 , 1 5 ,  which also 
Invoke reverence for God as the prime reason for their  behaviour.

In i i : 1 9 ,  the gen itive  eeoO with has caused com-
mentators a g rea t  deal o f  trouble, because i t s  meaning is  very 
obscure. No wonder a number of MSS have added dyoSffv in l i n e  with 
i i i : 1 6  and 21, Possibly a gen. obj. would solve the  problem, fo r  
then i t  could be t r a n s la te d  not "God's conscience", but "a conscience 
(c lea r )  before God" or "conscious of God's w i l l"  (NEB), because God 
i s  in his thoughts. Maurer suggests t h a t  i 1i ;16 & 21, which p a ra l le l  
Acts x x i11:1 and xxiv:16,  may have been inspired by a current  bap­
tismal formula. He also notes t h a t  the idea of a good and c le a r  
conscience, through the healing a c t  of  God in Christ, has no counter­
p a r t s  in the  surrounding Greek world. By contrast, i t  may indeed 
have been inspired  by the p e t i t io n  of P s . l i : 1 0 ,  "Create in me a clean

1. See BAG p. 559; C.U. Wolf, ZBB IV, pp. 291f; E. Best, op. 
c i t .  p. 117.

2. Cf. Lk.xvi:13; Acts x :17; Rom.xiv:4.

3. See C.A. Pierce, Conscience in the New Testament, London:
SCM, 1955, pp. 105-108, who interprets i t  asdoing  good
because they 11 share in the Church's sure knowledge of God".



h ear t ,  0 G od , . ." ,  ind icat ing  t h a t  the  hypothetical  baptismal formula 
o r ig ina ted  in the  Judean chu rchJ

Verses 18-20 present the  same theme as Lk.vi:27~29, namely to do 
good to those who hate you and to bear wrongful su f fe r ing  p a t i e n t ly .  
Most scholars agree in assigning t h i s  passage to Q and many are of 
the opinion th a t  the Lucan form i s  the o r i g i n a l , as i t  r e ta in s  the 
s t r i c t  poetic  form, showing pa ra l le l ism  and - on r e t r a n s l a t i o n  in to  
Aramaic - rhythm and rhyme»̂  These r e f l e c t io n s  r a th e r  than exact 
l i t e r a l  quotations o f Q material in I Peter provide important clues 
to the dating of  the l e t t e r .  They show how the author i s  re ly ing  
on a very ear ly  pre-Q, f lu id  and oral  corpus of Jesus log ia ,  c i r ­
cu la t ing  in the  church before 52-54 AD, when Q i s  usually thought 
to have become f ixed,

According to G. Bertram, dAM xal to te  oxaAbotc indicates that 
the  author of I Peter  i s  th inking p a r t i c u l a r l y  of harsh and i l l -  
tempered masters and that he d irects  his teaching to the duties o f

Is
servants in such s itu a t io n s . He now develops i t  in his own par-
t i c u l a r  s ty l e .  If  a servant makes a mistake - dpopT&vto - he cannot 
complain, as i t  is  his due. But i f  he i s  punished fo r  doing well - 
dYaSonoicOvTEc, he w ill find favour (xdptc) in God's eyes. This use 
of x&pLc d iffers  greatly from Paul's theological interpretation of  
the word* Instead verses 19 and 20 r e f le c t  Lk.vi:32-35. Both pas- 
sages are in the form of r h e to r ica l  quest ions;  both use ydpi.s in an 
untheological  way in close  connection with Despite van
Unnik's view t h a t ,  as dcyaSonovito i s  missing in Matt.v:43-45 and i s  

the re fo re  due to Luke h i m s e l f /  the paralle ls  between I Peter  and

1. See A, Maurer, m vr VII, p. 918.

2. See C.F. Burney, The Poetry Of our Lord, p. 169, quoted by
T.W. Manson, The o f  London: SCM, 1950, p. 50.

3. See G. Bertram, TMT VII, pp. 403-408.

4. See W.C. van Unnik, "The Teaching of Good Works in I Peter",
A%9 1:92-110, 1954, p. 110.
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Luke are  s t r ik in g  enough to suggest th a t  Matthew dropped dY oiflonoi& o.  ̂
I t  i s  a lso  possible  t h a t  the amount of o ther  mater ial  in Matthew 
outweighs what has been taken from Q. Hence we may accept t h a t  I 
Peter  i s  r e f l e c t in g  a “Verbum Chris t i"  here. The curious phrase 
t o u t o  y6p xctpus c le a r ly  echoes the  repeated r a t a  Outv %6piG t o r  tv  in 
Luke, and once again ind ica tes  the  au th o r ' s  a f f i n i t y  with the sug­
gested pre-Q body of Jesus log ia ,

Colossians and Ephesians, however, give no hint that harsh mas­
ters are sp ec ia lly  involved, but simply stress  the thought that the

2Chris t ian  slave should w i l l in g ly  and thoroughly serve h is  master 
because, in doing so, he wil l be serving Chris t  the  Lord and wil l  
be rewarded by Him.

1 Peter then develops the thought of Christ as an example to 
otxArcaL, I t  occurs fn & lyrtcal passage which i s  sometimes seen as
a "Song of the  Suffering Servant", because i t  i s  based on Isaiah l i i i ,  
Jesus, during His earthly ministry, was treated as a much-abused 
servant, thus sett in g  an example to other oW -ca i, Therefore, they 
are urged to immttate Christ, for by His actions He has set the 
Christian f r e e  from d y o p - v i a  to  l iv e  fo r  r ighteousness .  Following in 
the steps of Jesus (6naxcAou&6onTE) i s  also deeply ingrained in the 
Gospel t r a d i t i o n  In Mark v i i i :3 4  (and p a r a l l e l s )  and in John x i i i :15, 
while Paul quotes the  Judean Christ**hymn in P h i l . i i :5-11 as he en-3
courages his  readers to  follow the example of C hr is t .  S im i la r ly ,
1 Tim.vi:1 mentions the  favourable e f f e c t  a s l a v e ' s  good conduct 
wil l  have on men's a t t i t u d e  to  C h r i s t ia n i ty .  The same thought i s

1. In any case, in a l a t e r  a r t ic le ,  van Unnik suggests  that the 
thought may be drawn from popular Greek philosophy which 
a lso  influenced c la s s ic a l  authors .  See 'A Classica l  pa ra l -  
le l  to f  Peter t i  14 and 20", AGS 2:198-202, 1956.

2. Cf. Pirke Aboth i : 3 ,  "Be l ik e  slaves who serve the master not 
with a view to receiving a present: and l e t  the  f ea r  of Heaven 
be upon you. apqt I I ,  p. 691.

3. For arguments for  i t s  Judean origin see E. Lohmeyer, KVRIQS
J ESUS: Eine Untersuchung zu P h i l .2 ,5 -1 1 , Darmstdadt: WBG,1961; 
R.P. Martin, An Early Chris t ian  Confession, London: Tyndale, 
1960.
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also applied to the good behaviour of young married women in Titus 
i i :5, and in the general passage in I Peter  i i : l - 2  which introduces 
the whole teaching of subjection.

11:22-25. J. Jeremias^ suggests that in the poetic and didactic  
paraphrase of the Servant Song of Isaiah l i i i ,  I Peter is  using a 
very ancient type of Christology, I t  seems to have been popular 
for a time while the Church was based in Judea, but passed into 
abeyance in la ter  writings as the Church spread into the Greek 
world. I n te r e s t in g ly  enough, in Acts 111:13,26 and 1v:27,30, where 
Peter  i s  the  speaker,^  Jesus i s  a c tu a l ly  ca l led  "God's servant" m t s  
eeoO and in Acts v i i i :3 2 -3 3  Philip c i te s  I s a . l i i i : 7 - 8  to explain 
His person and His death. Paul, on the other hand, does not exploit  
th is  image, though we can find possible traces of i t  in early tra­
dition  which he hands down in P h i l . i i : 5 - l l ,  where he refers to  
Jesus as a servant (GoOXos) in vs 7. Thus in hfs review of the  
interpretation of the "Ebed" passages, Jeremias comes to the con­
clusion that, "the christo logical interpretation of these passages 
derives from the Palestinian, pre-H ellentstic  stage of the primitive 
Church",'* thereby demonstrating the author's close association with 
the Judean church, whose tnterpretatton of the passion in the frame­
work of the Suffering Servant was probably i t s  greatest achievement 
in the evolution o f i t s  Christology.

i i :2 3  AoiGcpo&pEVoe, In th is  verse the writer expands on Jesus' 
principle of non-retaliation as i t  i s  recorded in Mark xv:5 and in 
the Marcan passion narrative, as well as in Jesus' teaching accord­
ing to the Q passage reflected in Matt.v:38-48 and Lk.vi:29-35»

11:24 gtiXov. Under the general influence of the LXX and particularly  
through a passage l ik e  Deut.xxi:22f, preaching in the primitive 
Judean church as reflected  in Acts v:30; x:39 and x f t i :2 9  came to 
use EOAov d is t in c t iv e ly  of "the cross". In fact the passages in

1. See J. Jeremias, TDNT V, pp. 682-717.

2. For a c loser  analysis of Peter's speeches in Acts see p. 152 in f ra .

3. Op. c i t .  p. 709. Cf. C.H. Dodd, According to  the S c r ip tu re s ,
Welwyn: Nisbet,  1952, p. 94.
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Acts v:30 and x:39 suggest t h a t  th i s  use of gOAov was a f a v o u r i t e  
expression of P e t e r J  C.H. Dodd^ has noted th a t  i t  i s  s t range to ' 
f ind such a rough and ungrammatical passage as Acts x:35-38 in a w o r k  

t h a t  usual ly  has such exce l len t  Greek. Therefore he agrees with Dr. 
Torrey t h a t  t h i s  i s  a t r a n s la t i o n  from Aramaic and he i s  fu r th e r  
convinced th a t  by following Torrey 's  res to red  Aramaic vers ion ,  we 
will  be c lose to the  or ig ina l  form of P e t e r ' s  speech. Here too,  then, 
we f ind I Peter  r e f l e c t in g  the language of the primit ive  Judean church,

i i  ;25 Hoipfcva /  npdgcaa (I Pet.ViZ & 4) .  The image of sheep in­
ev i tab ly  draws in t h a t  of the  sheperd. The obvious p a ra l le l  here 
i s  to John x ; 11-13, where Jesus i s  reported as describing Himself as 
the Good Shepherd, But there are also hints in such passages as 
Mk.vi:34; xivi27; Matt.xtG; xv:24; x v i i i :1 2  and Lk.xv:4-7 which 
suggest t h a t  Jesus spoke of Himself as shepherd in the Old Testament 
Messianic sense.^ Many scholars assign M att.xviii:12 and i t s  paral­
le l  Lk.xv:4~7 to Q, although T.W. Manson  ̂ believes that there is  an 
overlap o f  M and L material here. Most l ik e ly  th is  i s  another instance  
of I Peter r e f l e c t in g  a pre-Q logia  which describes the shepherd as 
one who goes and looks fo r  h is  l o s t  sheep and even gives his  l i f e  for  
h is  f lock ,^  in the words Hoipirva m t  foxtaworcov tCsv ipoxcSv ( l iv e s )

This statement would have special sign ificance for the "lost" 
t r i b e s  in Messopotamia, to whom Jeremiah and Ezekiel referred as the 
"lost" and "scattered" sheep of the Lord*^ and i t  may also indicate  
that t h e i r  descendants are p rec ise ly  the  people to whom the l e t t e r  
i s  addressed,

i i i ; 1 - 7 ,  Col.111:18,19 and Eph.v.22-33 cover the next item in the 
social  code, iso lated by Carrington, which lays down the  behaviour

1. See 0. Schneider, toiH* V, pp. 38-40,

2. The Apostolic Preaching and i t s  Developments, op. c i t .  pp .27f .

3 .  C f .  R e v , v i i : 1 7 .

4. See 0, Jeremias, WNT VI, pp. 486-502. 5. Op. c i t .  p. 283.

6. Jn. X : 11 - 1 3 . 7. J e r . x x i i i : 1 ; 1:6; Ezek.xxxiv: l l-12.



expected of a Chris t ian  amongst the members of the family, par­
t i c u l a r l y  the r e la t io n sh ip  between husband and wife. By and large 
the in s t ru c t io n  i s  again given in the same s e q u e n t which continues 
to be an ind ica t ion  of a common paraenetic  background to these 
e p i s t l e s .  The p a ra l le l s  a re  s e t  out in the following tab le

1 Pet. in. 1*7 Bph. v. 2S-33

l .  oWmy, vvi-mitit, irmraa-
eroiuvoi TQi.f t'aiW atdmiotw
1m, «<tl (i rutv jiffnAoCoi' 
Uyti), 5id rijt rtDv ywai*i2y 
iva a rp o ^ ijt dwt> Adyov /ttp -

3. cZv <OT<u dVX' e
<«u rrroi-

, xow iiiiy" tj 'ivSuatm
im*mv Kwinat.

4. AAA' j Xpwrfdf *4* KAp- 
Kar Mpwwt, /k Tip iWqpT# 
T*0 HU lW>"W
f ia ro t, d fa n v  «vtuine» to u
6<o0 ■noXurtXis,

5. 6vn» ydp ffOTJt MU 01
ay iai ywefiW f m* t.W/(®l/oo« 
«i.; S idf «»w:w)uv la w u r , 
drroTogngtuviu TQ»y iddwy dw  
Igaaiie

6. cur Zdppa ru* 
'ASpaaix Kiipidv avrdv xaAoCoa,

fy n W n rf  r /* v a , ayoPti- 
itniouorai *0,1 fip 4<i9oiy,i<ifui 
l iib ifu a v  irrdijaiv (ft. P rov. 
m. 3$).

7 . oi j i ju f  dju>iuie, o w  
<HKO0yrt<e Mata yw£o«* *rA.

t8. til WUU.HK
niottfidt niii' 
w* i* ----

!1 ,  o f gtS/ftr, d y o - 
m i T t  r o t  y v ro i> a r , * a l  

TTIi'poiKcrtlf irpdf 
a v rd r .

[21. uooi-ooodiKoot uAAiiAoic «v 
sidliy X p i i r r f '

22. of ywo.*<f, rar? t'Sfuiy df8/i«-
W  <4f TW *D11«0‘ ’

23 .  d r i dwift / o n  *o^oA4 Tiyr
yuPat*a>, l it  *0. o' Xsiotov 
rr'i (**Ai)0iur, avrtiv oturr)p too
OlupiOTOS.

34. d.AA' (df 4 yoordo-MTW TIO \N2Tlo, odrlw Ml IU yu-
to(*is“t&«* Si W dio tV !f«iT;

23. of qi&.Xf. dyoirart ro f  yo- 
wwaT, *u3Zf *u) d XptoTOf 4y»- 

*4* rrA.

33. nAnv *af vulti* of *aS’ Jya, 
iKQtrrof fttlrfou ywaiVa ovriy? 
il.yoirttTio (fit taunoy, t/j £{ yui1̂ ti’a 
dwfJproi too avSpa.

One thing which th is  tab le  does not r e f l e c t  i s  the f a c t  th a t  
I Pe ter  makes no reference to the r e la t io nsh ip  between parents  and 
ch i ld ren ,  as is  done in Ephesians v i : l  - 4 and Colossians i i i : 2 0 f .
The p a ra l l e l s  in th is  sec t ion  are  r e s t r i c t e d  to in s t ru c t io n  to  wives 
and husbands. Indeed, I Peter  gives f a r  more a t t en t io n  to wives 
(vss . 1 - 6) than to husbands (vs. 7) . The most probable reason fo r  
th is  is  th a t  the author is considering the fac t  t h a t  some of the 
wives are married to unbelievers •• wal eC tlveg &hel3ouctu That 
would put a much g rea te r  strain on th e i r  marriages than there would
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be in those marriages where the  husband became a C h r is t ian ,  s ince i
the wife was normally expected to adhere to the  husband's r e l ig io n .

OrcoT%xcc6 p2WL (I P e t . i i  1:1) and ouvolkoO'/ces ( vs 7) are  f u r th e r  
instances of  the use of the  p a r t i c i p l e  as an imperat ive,  p a ra l l e l  to 
Eph»v;2l, a t  the opening of an e th ica l  passage.^ As we have a lready 
seen,^  t h i s  p rac t ice  developed from a s im ila r  use of the p a r t i c i p l e  
in contemporary rabbin ic  Hebrew. I t  suggests th a t  the  authors had 
such grea t  respec t  fo r  the au th o r i ty  of th is  teaching,  th a t  they even 
incorporated the Hebraic formulation of i t  in their  teaching.  The 
indicated source fo r  such authoritative teaching would be the Apostles 
in Jerusalem i t s e l f ,  affording a further pointer to a Jerusalem 
Catechism.

In i i i i l  xepSalvdinay be used in a special missionary sense of  
"making a Christian" as Paul does in 1 Cor.ix;19-22, where he speaks 
of his attempts to win a l l  kinds o f  people for Christ. Yet in i t s  
present context* i t  i s  used in a more intimate sense of believing  
women being "missionaries" within th e ir  own marriages. Paul gives 
similar counsel to  husbands and wives in 1 C or .v ii:12-16^  Like 
Maft.xviii .*15, James v: 19-20 applies  the same thought to  fel low be- 
l ievers  who bring back a brother gone astray*^ and clinches his 
argument with a quotation from Prov.x:12, ju s t  as I Peter does at  
i v ; 8 . The main thought in the present passage i s ,  therefore* that 
the chaste behaviour o f the wives* together with the ir  fear of the 
Lord, i s  a s i l e n t  testimony whereby their  husbands w ill  be won over 
to fa ith . In the development of th is  theme in verses 3-5, there i s

1. Pagan moral is ts  held that the wife ought to follow her 
husband's re l ig io n  - See P lu tarch ,  Praecepta Conjugal la  19. 
In Ad Uxorem, B L I I ,  cc .4 -7 ,  T e r tu l l i a n  describes the d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s  which arose when the wife of a Pagan embraced 
C h r i s t ia n i ty .

2, Cf. Rom.xi1:3-19, 3, See p. S3 supra,

4 . This teaching probably also derives from the Jerusalem Cate­
chism which in turn was based on the Jesus legion in Mk.x; 
2-12. Cf. I P e t . i i i : ? ;  Matt,v:32; x ix:3-9 ,

5. See H. Schlier, m r  III , p, 673.

%



a marked r e la t io n sh ip  to  1 Tim.i1:8-12. Both passages concentrate  
on the  need fo r  modesty in outward dress and demeanour in much the 
same language. From th i s  i t  would appear th a t  two separate  in s t ru c ­
t io n s  were sometimes merged, namely, fo r  women to be submissive to 
t h e i r  husbands and fo r  women to be "missionaries" within  t h e i r  mar­
r iages .  This l a s t  in s t ru c t io n  probably developed in the H e l len is t ic  
diaspora where many "mixed" marriages would have taken place. D, 
Daubs has argued t h a t  t h i s  term xepdatvo is  derived from the rabbinic  
vocabulary,^ which favours the  view t h a t  the  authors of the  e p i s t l e s  
a re  drawing on a common Jerusalem Catechism, While pagan moral is ts  
and Jewish teachers  a l ik e  have protes ted agains t  luxury and osten­
t a t i o n  in almost every age, t h i s  passage has a d i s t i n c t i v e  Jewish 
f lavour  about i t .  I t  s t r e s se s  the qu ie t  s p i r i t ,  which the Jews 
believed to be highly prized in the sight o f God. This way of think­
ing is  c learly  s e t  out in 1 Sam.xvi:7, "Do not look on his appearance 
f o r  the  Lord does not see as a man sees; man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart". The same sort o f think 
ing can be found in d a s . i i : 1-9, which once again suggests  a Jewish 
context for the catechetical material being used here,^ This view 
i s  further enhanced by the way in which the author in i i 1:5-6 r e fe r s  
the  l ad ies  to the  example of Sarah. She was regarded as the  matron 
par acceZZeMae of the Chosen People. He clearly  follows the rab-

A
b in ic  in te r p r e t a t i o n  of Gen.xviii :12 in regarding Sarah 's  manner 
of speech about her husband as demonstrating her obedience to him. 
Thus, i f  the  wives he i s  addressing do what is  r i g h t ,  they will t ru ly  
be Sarah 's  daughters and need not fea r  nrrdncrLs, This expression is  
borrowed from Prov.111:25, c le a r ly  r e f l e c t in g  the  Jewish context for

1. See D. Daube, "xepSaivco as a missionary term", BTR 40: 
109-112, 1947.

2. I Peter  has summarized t h i s  whole idea in the hapaca 
legom&nnon dnpcxxtKoAhpnTcog in 1:17, See pp. 48-49 supra.

3. Cf. I s a . 11:2; Heb.xi:11. With Rebecca, Leah and Rachel, 
she was accounted one of the four mothers of the  people. 
See Str-B I ,  pp. 29-30.

4. "After I have waxed old, shall  I have p leasure ,  my lord 
being old a lso ."  See Str-B I I I , p. 764.

i
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the thought. Moreover» th is chapter of Proverbs was most probably 
in ca teche t ica l  use in the  primit ive  Jerusalem cuurch as verse 34 is  
quoted i ‘ I Pe t .v ;5  and in J a s . i v : 6 .  Indeed, dYodonDLoCkxxu in I Pet. 
i i i :6 may even have been suggested by P r o v . i i i :27-29.

i p
At I P e t . i i i : 2  we may follow Selwyn and B e s t ' in taking fev cpdEq) 

to r e f e r  to  God ra the r  than to the husband. They base t h a t  i n t e r ­
p re ta t ion  on the view th a t  the  exhorta t ion receives i t s  s t reng th  from 
the w ife ' s  re la t io n sh ip  to God. Such an understanding of " fea r  of 
God" as reverence,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  Jewish as may be seen from 
Ps . c x k IO, "The f e a r  of the Lord i s  the beginning of wisdom". On 
th i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  I P e t . i i i : 2  i s  c le a r ly  pa ra l le l  to  dvfjwerv fcv 
xuptcp in Col . i i i : 1 8 .  The same thought is  applied to  s laves  in  Col . 
i i i :22~24 .  They must serve t h e i r  masters as serving the  Lord and 
in f e a r  of Him.

While in a diaspora context  with i t s  mixed marriages i t  would 
be more l ik e ly  t h a t  the  husbands would be. the  unbelieving p a r tne rs ,  
the  exhorta t ion in verse  7 i s  e x p l i c i t ly  directed to  believing 
husbands. They and th e ir  wives are described as "joint heirs" - 
cRwXrpcnxSpDv -  o f  the  grace of l i f e .  I t  i s  very doubtful whether 
the  author would have used t h a t  desc r ip t ion  o f  them i f  some of  the 
wives were unbelievers .  Moreover, in  the l ig h t  of the  marriage 
customs a t  the time, where the wife followed the husband's r e l i g io n , "  
the  author i s  probably thinking more of marriages where both 
partners  had become be l iev e rs .  His reference to the  hindrance of 
t h e i r  prayers follows the  general New Testament thought, t h a t  
man's r e l a t i o n  to God i s  not independent of his r e l a t io n  to  his

1. Dp. c i t .  yP' 143-144, 183,

2. Op. c i t .  p. 117.

3. Cf. Ecc l ,x l :26 ;  Pirke Aboth i i i : 13.

4. See p. 92 supra.
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fellows.^ A p a r t i c u l a r ly  i lluminat ing commentary on th i s  passage 
is 1 Corinthians v i i :1-7, where Paul i n s i s t s  th a t  s e l f  control in 
conjugal r e la t io n s  i s  des i rab le  i f  prayerful communication with 
God is  to be maintained. This again is  a ty p ic a l ly  Jewish thought, 
as can be seen from the Testament of Naphtali v i i i : 8 ,  " there i s  a 
time for  in tercourse  with one's wife, and a time for  abst inence so

p
t h a t  one can pray".

Thus, once again, the  language and thought of t h i s  sec t ion ,  
r e f l e c t in g  such pronounced Jewish t r a i t s ,  supports the  th es is  th a t  
the authors of I P e t . i i i : l - 7 ;  Eph.v;22-33; C o l . i i i :1 8 -1 9 ;  1 Tim. 
11:9-15 and T i t . 11;4-5 were using an ear ly  Jerusalem Catecbrsm 
which they each developed in t h e i r  own way. Cer ta in ly ,  the sub- * 
j e c t io n  of wives to  t h e i r  own husbands; the ro le  of tha  partners 
as missionaries  within  t h e i r  marriages; the  need for  co nc i l ia t in g  
public  opinion; modesty in women's dress;  and husbands' consider­
a t ion  and love for  t h e i r  wives, formed part of the ca teche t ica l  
teaching.  In Ephesians v:25-32, however, the  author develops 
th is  eth ical theme into a great theological passage* where the 
unity  of a C h r i s t i a n ' s  marriage symbolizes the union between 
Chris t  and His Church. I t  i s  s ig n i f i c a n t  t h a t  the  thought of 
the  Church as the  Bride of Chris t  also appears f requent ly  in 
Revelat ion,^ which has close connections with Jerusalem, suggest­
ing th a t  the  theological  concept of the Church as the Bride of  
Chris t  o r ig ina ted  in the  church th e re .^  On the other  hand, the  
author of  I Peter ( l ik e  Paul in 1 Cor .v i i)  i s  more concerned to

1. See M at t .v ;23; xxv:3l-46; 1 Cor.xi :20-29; J a s . i v : l~ 4  
and 1 On.iv :18-21.

2. See also Str-B III* p, 764.

3. Rev.xix:7~9; x x i :2 ,9 ;  x x i i i l7 .

4. The idea that Israel  was the spouse (or bride) Of God 
was common in Old Testament prophecy, e*g, Isa .I1v:5» 
Hos.11:7,19. I t  a lso  occurs in contemporary rabbinic  
rnidrashim on Ecclus,, while subsequently the Sabbath 
was also ra ised  to the  posi t ion  of br ide by the rabbis .



apply the teachings of t h i s  ea r ly  Jerusalem Catecheism to the 
immediate matrimonial and social  s e t t in g  of  his readers.

i i i : 8 - 1 2  is  a f ina l  exhorta t ion addressed to a l l  Chris t ians  which 
i s  confirmed by an appeal to Psalm xxxiv:12-16. The rfc^os (vs 8) 
shows tha t  the  author is  concluding t h i s  paraene t ic  s e r i e s ,  while 
the nricvxes ind ica tes  th a t  the whole church i s  being addressed.
The teaching i s  simply and l o f t i l y  expressed, bearing in mind 
th a t  many of the  addressees were otxferaJ whom he had in s t ru c ted  
to bear t h e i r  un jus t  t reatment  p a t i e n t ly .  In i t s e l f ,  t h i s  teach­
ing i s  not original to the author.  He i s  express ing  the common 
teaching of the  church of his  day, with the  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h i s  
passage has many points in common with the teaching which is  
found in Rom.xiii9~18; 1 Thess.v;13-22; Eph.17:1-3,31-32 and 
C o l . i i i :8 -1 5  as may be seen from the following tab le

1. See pp. 85-88 supra.
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1 JPbtisb m .

8 T o  de r tX o r, iravrtt ’jp o ^ p o u er, 
avjinaflut, c/)iXa5eX<^oi, ti/tf jr^n y - 

0 25>oi, (j&fXaVpawf’ p? t̂reopoorfr 
Krixjiu a  i f )  cntDy, i) XoiSo/ntio tiVri 
Xo15oou ir‘~ roV varrio i' 8J <u\oy(id}'- 
r fy , a u o rv r  o n  eiv ro u ro  K xX rj^re,

10 w t  cvXtrymv KXtjpovofiijcnjrf, f,p  
yop  6fA»iV (earjti aycnrifv, <tal I8ft» 
ijptpae dyaSat, navudrn  n )v  yX m y- 
trap a iiroo  drr^m K c^, k&\ x . ' f y

11 aurov rou  pi) XaXjtrai ooXop. <*- 
KXwmixu "iLzsmAa
aynoov ' fnnia-ftrtii iipiimt* M l Stair 

i: on of Kvpfou
<V1 Stttalovf) uni u r n  n u rau  €?r flti)-1 
tn v  ntJralp* Trpoiraijrop 8f Kvpiau t’irl 
ffoiotiirrr.r xopo.1

1 TaB8ati.0HUX8 V.

x a t U
dytitrda t  i tu r o u r  v ir tp  /x 'r r fp io r tro u  
ip  tfyu/rji d m  r u  fp y o p  u v r u p ,  ti/jp-  
vt l i t r e  <V eav ro ty . H a p ax o X o C p tP  H  
5 f  v p o r ,  a'fifXt/M)!, y o v S r r t f r t  ro tty  
d rm tro u f ,  irapttftvduerdt r o i r  dX t- 
yoifn'i ‘tvt, dtrrixrtrtii rw v  d trd e y p p , 
piij?potn i;i< tr#  irp o y  T iw r r tf .  o p S r#  1$ 
puj n r  x a t o p tW )  x a x av  r t n  drrudiy* 
dXXA WMtf
x n l «?r aX XijX ovt t u t  ( i f  ir tu ^  
r a r .  • s 'd r ro r f  ^ a /p r r r *  d d ia X if iw a c  10 ,IT 
trpeirtvXtfrOit i»  va*r\ (i/^tipt- 18 
err n r  r* rd C ro  y a p  6i\ijpa 8 * o u  <V 
X p u r r u  'lijtro C  tig  -Ju £ r. r o  H n v p a  19 
p y  t r g l p m r r .  irptxpqrthc pi) ^oit*  *0 
dm T re ,  t r o w i  d s x ip d f r r r *  rS  xti« 21 
Xdy K orixtrt. d iro  miMriir ( iS u u r  S3 
miPOpoO dnV%(od(.

Hom.uis xir.

9 _ 'H  ixymtt] diruTfoKpiTOg, tfiro-
o T u y o u v rrr rd  irnuijpov, KoXXniprpoi

10 r<5 dyatiip* r p  4>iXadiA<j)lq t ig  dX- 
XijXour (fiiXtjaTapyoi' rjj r ip #  aXXif*

11 Aoui- npot]yovptvpt‘ tjj anrov&i} p#  
dxvtipo), rm trvevpan (iovrts, r o

.12 Kup/ti) douXfuoprtf* r;; A irt'd t y a i-  
pom tt, rjj d k ty t t  w o p iv o v rtr , rg

13 rrpo&tvxfj^ ffpocrxapT (povprir‘ rctV 
X ptia tt ran  dy iW  eo ivtivdvitrrr, <»)v

11 <pt\a£tvlav S tm ovrtt. (vho '/ure 
s r o w  dtaixoorar upar* (dX ovrire , xat

13 pt) xarapao-d#. Xaipttv  p « rd  ^ a t-  
p o m u x , xa t x X atnx  p < ra  xXatdxrtix.

18 t o  a u rd  d r  eXXrjXour rftpouovvrtr' 
P 9  r u  vjjftjXd (ppotovvrte, dXXu ra h  
ratruvoh ovpairayoptrot. p #  y i -

17 pttrde rjipdutpat trap' f a v n itr . p # .  
6 ( 4  XaXox a m  xaxou diroQtOowr?. 
srpoxtw ipfxot xaXd iVtdn-tox trdxrL x

18 axe^tuirwx* «t Svxardx, rd  dpSt> 
ptrefsatrrmv dvB pm ap  ttanvtinurrr.

EmESUus IV

n A PA K A jiO  ovv i/p a r  eyt5 d  Si- 4  
trp to r  (V K opiy , d£los ir rp t-  

jrarrjo'at rsjs ttkijtrmt ijr  ixXr/SijTr- 
p«r&  trd tn jp  rcw nxot/ipotruxijr xul a 
trpadrrjrat, p < rd  p u x p o d v p /a r, d w - 
Xoptvat ttXXijXtiv iV dyitjTTj, tnrou- 3 
o a 'fe v rrr  rrjpth rrjy ipurrpra rou 
XXutvparot Ip rtp avvSitrptp rijt 
(JpnWjr.

U d ira  fftxpfa xal d v p i r  x a l dpy# SI 
Xal Xpilliyi) x a l jdkatrifiqpia updrjrai 
dib* upMit, tnV  ifd tr#  x t ix ^ ’ ytvtrrdt 31 
8c tic  dXXijXovr %p#trrol, CvtnrXay- 
y w i , jyopt fop  (Pot /a v ro ir j  x a 3 u c  
xut 4  O cdf (V X p ttr ry  tx ap ic ra ro  dpic,

Go m s SixmO H I ,

8 . n a il  8f
dmiltxrdi x a l v’/te f r  r /t  tr tix ra , dp- 
ypy, dupiisi, xaxiax, ffXatrtppptaV, 
aitrxpokoyiav << m u trroptlrot

9 UptSv. M # ^/tvScadt d t  dXXiiXovs, 
an’(x8iifraptyoi r d f  trnXaidv duOpw

10 iron trip rate trpagttrtP au ro d , xal 
M v u rd p tm  ,&p ptnp, t6p uVnxn. 
vavptPoP t i t  itr iyp m tv  Kar tixdi-a 

H ro O  tritravrot nilrdv* arrow odx i n  
'EXXaw xal 'Im id a io r. rrrp irnp i) xnl 
dxpofdvtrrla, flapPapot, Sxdflijr, 8ov- 
Xor, tktvO tpot' dXXd rd  vtivra  xnl 

12 eV r r f fn  X p n rrd r. ’E xddtratrtfc own,

ms /xX fxro l row Qcov dym i xal ifyn* 
7rr,|a«Voi, tnrXny% fa ot’xrtppM v, y p tp  j
tr rd r i jm , Tnrrnn^)noawVo>.,,Tmq0 n t-  1

13 rrtip fixpodi'p iW " livtvdpeyoi riXXi)- I
. Xm Ml xnp,f4p,wl fourolr, d4, 

n r  irpd r n v a  cyy  poptjinn,* X nW f 1
xal d X p itrro r  ixapia-ard vpip, oJroj 

I I  xa^  dpefr'^ «?rl Trntn 9 /  Todroty rd v  .
dydtrrp*, ijfrlr «<rr) (rii filter po t rp t  |

18 rcX nrSrrjrof. f xnl^i) (lpi?vn row Qcou ;
/3nnj9(u«rM «V r n t r  x ap d m ir tipMi-, j
d r  i j y / n l  (xX rjdijrc ' c W rW id jn n n -  j
x a t (u^tipiirTot ytvetrdt, J
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While these passages cover la rge ly  the  same ground, there i s  a 
marked d if fe rence  in charac ter  and form between the Rom. - Thess. and 
the Eph. - Col. passages respec t ive ly .  Yet a t  the same time I Pe ter  
has p a ra l le l s  with both se ts  of  passages.

The c lo s e s t  verbal p a ra l l e l s  are found between I Peter  and the 
Rom. - Thess. passages as follows

1 Thess ,v: IS I P e t . i i i ; 9

5'(5  

6pare
l4
TIS

KCIK6v dvri KOKOU
TIVI

6XXa

fa. 14
eOXoyET-re SidiKovms 
aOXoydTe Kcd pf) KarapaoSs

\
\
X

13!, 1? \

\K6KQV l&VTl KOKOV \  ^

3' 9

6 n T o & i6 6 v T E ; 

KOk6v dam KoKou

\  f) XoiKcplov dvrl XoiGopfo;

T& AyaSov "KpovooOp&vot xoAa
6ld)K6TE (1$ CxAX̂ XcUg iWiMtlOV TTCVTWV dvSpCMMAV.
Kal at; Tccvrra;,

\ ToOvaxTiov Be

Again, a c lose  comparison of Romans x i i  and I Peter i i i  reveals 
the follov/ing parallel keywords and concepts in the same sequence.

Romans n  
10 Ttl 9(\aBA<p(g.. .?iX6oTopym 

(OXoyeM 
lOo To oCrf6.. .<ppovoOvTt;
166 70I; Torrrsivok owmroyowvoi 
i y unGevl Km<6v dxTl KoxoO 

drroGiSovTK 
:8 EfonvsvovTES 
15 \alpeiv uer6  x^pGvrcjv 

KXaleiv nerd KAaiovrwv

I Peter 3 
8 îX65(X?oi 
i) (CfWoyoOvrt;
8 6n6<ppove;
8 Tcnreivoqipovas 
p uh 6iToBi56vTE5 Kax6v 

dvrl xoxoO 
1 ! j r iT q c rd r r to  Eipf|VT|v 

8 ouKTra6eT;

. i- ". \
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From th i s  i t  becomes c lea r  t h a t  the authors share a small 
vocabulary of catchwords which serve as a summary of t h e i r  teaching,  
even though the context  in which they wri te  may be widely divergent. 
The imprecise s i m i l a r i t i e s  which these p a ra l le l s  r e v e a l » make any 
theory of l iterary  dependence between them improbable. The fa c t s  
suggest instead th a t  the authors are  making use of a common oral 
paraenet ic  t r a d i t i o n  which c lus te red  re levant  admonitions around 
d i f f e r in g  s i tu a t io n s  of d a i ly  l i f e .

Furthermore, in Rom.xii;9-18 we find shor t  and often a n t i t h e t i c  
clauses as well as the t e l l - t a l e  imperative participles* whtch are 
characteristic  o f Jewish paraenetic. This has led C,H. Talbert to
argue very forcefu lly  that there is  a "Semitic ethical tradition1
behind Rom,xii:9b"21", Hence, th e  Jewish paraenetic  s ty le  which 
we have noted here, i s  a c lear indication that the source of th is  
material must be sought in the catechetical teaching o f  the early  
Jerusalem church. I t  has a lso  often been noted that Rom.xii:9a 
'H dcYdcnn 6vun6wpvToc is  very abrupt. While i t  could be explained 
as a marginal gloss* Selwyn^ is  probably correct in regarding i t  
as a heading, "Love's Sincerity", which introduced the catechetical 
material which Paul i s  using here.

By contrast* Colossians i i i : 8 - 1 5  is  a smooth and well con­
structed passage in which the ethical an tith esis  is  not given 
clause by clause, but in a general contrast between what the readers 
must "put away" and what they must "put on". Moreover, i t  does 
not contain any obvious references to the Old Testament, but l ik e  
I P e t . i i i : 9 ,  summarizes much of Je sus '  ethical teaching which is  
found in the Sc/mon on the Mount.

1. C.H. Talbert, "Tradition and Redaction in Romans 12:9-21",
16:83-93, 1969, p. 93.

2. Op. c i t .  p. 407.
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Simila r ly ,  in Ephesians i v : l - 3 ,  31-32 the p a ra l le l s  with I Peter 
are  found in an extended passage of e th ica l  exhorta t ion.  Like many 
other  passages of e th ica l  t e a c h in g  th i s  material  i s  also introduced 
by oOv, probably ind ica t ing  th a t  the e p i s t l e  w r i te r s  are re fe r ing  
t h e i r  readers to the  ca teche t ica l  in s t ru c t io n  of the  ear ly  church.

In his development of t h i s  m a te r i a l , I Peter emphasizes the 
thought o f  subject ion - ibnrnterooSca -  which sees the Chr is t ian  
l i f e  as the imitation of Christ. He ends th is  avowed summary of  
the catechetical virtues with a quotation from Ps.xxxiv;12-16 (LXX 
di x x x i i i : 13-17) which varies from the LXX version in a number of 
d e ta i ls  as follows

I Peter 3. m P;. 33" '3 (LXX)
tff bmv <5v6pWTTo{

6  ycrp  g w f iv  <&yonrav 6 OAXwv
K al IGtTv 6y a S 6;  IGeTv 6y a 86s
T ravadrrw  t f i v  y X S x r e a v  ir a u a o v  Tf)V y A w c e e v  o o v

K C K o O .. .  d n t o  K O K o O .. .

The psalm is  introduced quite simply with ydp which shows that 
the author intended to use the Old Testament quotation as authori- 
t a t i v e  confirmation of his  preceding argument in verse  9.

Traces of th is  psalm can also be found in 1 Thess.v and Rom.xii. 
For instance, the GidwETe o f  1 Thess.v:15 together with the contrast 
between %cA6v and slSos navnp6v in vss 21 and 22 c lo se ly  resemble 
Ps.xxxiv:15-16. Indeed, these verses o f the psalm may also have in- 
fluenced Paul 's  instruction in Rom,xii:9. Even though verbally i t  
i s  based on Oeut.xxxii;35, i t  is  nevertheless c lo se ly  akin to the 
thought expressed in Ps.xxxiv:16-17. These traces of the psalm in 
Rom.xii, 1 Thess.v and i t s  use in I P e t . i 1 :3 & 4 led Selwyn^ to 
argue th a t  i t  was widely used in early Chris t ian  teaching,  and that 
the early catechetical tradition  had already adapted th is  psalm to

q
the  form reproduced in I Peter .

1. See Rom.xii:1; Col.111:5; J a s . i : 2 1 ; I P e t . i i : 1 .
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The thought of 111:9 uf) dcnco6L66vTee xcmdv dvrL hohoO..."* is  
very s im ila r  to the sayings of Jesus recorded in the Q passage 
L k .v i :27-28 and Matt.v:39 & 44, while the actual  words are  c loser  
to  paraenetic  passages in the other e p i s t l e s . ^  The f a c t  t h a t  none 
of the  e p i s t l e  w r i te r s  a t t r i b u t e  the in s t ruc t io n  to Jesus ,  confirms 
the  view t h a t  they were drawing on an early  Jerusalem Catechism 
based on*pre~Q Jesus log ia ,  as well as his example in terms of the 
Suffering Servant.^ Hence in guiding be l ievers  l iv ing  in an h o s t i l e  
environment, they may even have been using the general code of 
teaching evolved and decided upon by James* John and Peter in Jer­
usalem, and accepted by Paul.* Possibly i t  had become necessary 
for the Church to c la r ify  i t s  instruction in the face o f  con flic t in g  
advice within Judaism, For instance, the members of the Qumran 
Community are told that "they may love a l l  the sons of l ig h t ,  each 
according to his l o t  in God's design, and hate a l l  the sons of  
darkness, each recording to his g u i l t  in God's vengeance".^ I Peter, 
l i k e  James, follows the l ine  of  II  Enoch 1:4, " I f  i l l* - requ i ta l s  
be fa l l  you, return them not e i t h e r  to neighbour or enemy, because 
the Lord w i l l  return them for you and be your avenger on the day 
of great judgement, that there be no avenging here among men",*' 
but the scriptural authority for his statement i s  Ps,xxxiv:12^16, 
which cautions against abuse o f  the tongue and advocates peace 
making.^ In passages o f sim ilar instruction , Paul and the writer  
to the Hebrews allude to Deut.xxxii:35 and Lev xix:18 with the 
statement, "Vengeance i s  mine, I w ill repay, says the Lord",** 
su b s ta n t ia t ing  the argument that the Jerusalem Catechism included

1. Cf. I P e t . i i :2 3 ,  p, 89 supra,
2. Rom.xii:l4; 1 Thess,v:15. See also O.F.J. S e itz ,  "Love your 

Enemies", UTS 16:39-54, 1969, p. 52, who argues t h a t  the 
syn the t ic  parallelism of Lk.vi:27f shows th a t  these four 
l in e s  are preserved "with great f id e lity "  and "are probably 
of Palestinian or ig in" ,

3. See E.G. Selwyn, op. c i t .  pp. 412f.  4. Gal.11:2-10.

5, 1QJ i :4 .  6, Cf. APOT II , p. 460.

7. Cf, d a s .1:26. 8. Rom.xi1:19; Heb,x:30.

\
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centos of Old Testament texts to enhance i t s  teaching. Nevertheless,
the example of Jesus as one who did not r ev i le  in return, which is  
expressed in terms of the Suffer ing Servant in I P e t . i 1:23$ is  the 
ultimate authority for  the teaching given here.

i i i :1 3 -1 8 a .  E. Lohse pointed out th a t  t h i s  sec t ion ,  in  which suf-  
fering for  righteousness sake is  seen as a testin g  o f ch aracter ,. is  
no #2 formulation. I t  i s  based on a host of early Christian 
traditions with a thoroughly Jewish f lavou rJ  The author weaves 
these trad itions together to suggest that the innocent man can face 
suffering with confidence, because he i s  sharing in Christ's  passion 
and because he w ill ultim ately be blessed in the coming o f the End.^ 
Similar teaching is  found in J a s .i:1 2 ;  1 T h ess .i i:4 ;  1 Cor.111:13; 
Rom,viii:31 and in the teaching o f Jesus in Matt.vilO.

i i i ; 1 3  xoxAcwv. The form o f  the question here i s  very reminiscent 
of I s a .1:9 where the LXX version uses xax6w.^ Remarkably, th is  word 
i s  not used anywhere e l s e  in the New Testament except in Acts.*
There in v i i :6 ,1 9  i t  i s  used to describe sufferings under persecution 
analogous to thy suffering of Israel in Egypt. However* i t  i s  
important to note that i t  describes persecution of Christians at the 
hands o f  the Jews in x i i :1  and xiv:2^ and Paul's harassment at Corinth 
in x v i i i t lO , Acts x1 i: l-17  i s  a lso  interesting  in th is  context, as 
i t  describes Peter's experience at the instigation  o f  Herod Agrippa I 
who harassed the Churcn because i t  pleased the Jews, even though in  
th end he had no real power to harm Peter. This close a f f in i ty  
between the expression of thought In I Peter and the description o f  
persecutions experienced by the Judean church, enhances the view

1. See E. Lohse, "Par#nese und Kerygma 1m I Petrusbrief", 
45:68-89, 1954, p. 81.

2. See J.R, Michaelis, "Eschatology in I Peter 111.17", WZ5 
13:394-401, 1967,

3. Cf, P ss . lv i:4 ;  c x v i i i :6 .

4. See W. Grundmann, foar I I I ,  p. 484.

5. Cf, 1 Thess,11:14.



that the origin of the thought o f I Peter must be found at le a s t  
within that context. I t  could even be argued that i t  originated in
the experience of Peter himself, i f  s u f f i c i e n t  corroborating evidence 
could be found to support the traditional claims for  Peter's author-
ship of th i s  e p i s t l e ,

i i i : 1 4  and iv :13f. 6AA* et xaL ndoxPLTG GLXaiooCnmrv, paxdpLOL. 
The author appears to be thinking of the words of Jesus in Matt.vtlO. 
That beatitude goes on to t e l l  the d isc ip les  that they should rejo ice  
when they are reviled , The same thought o f rejoicing in suffering  
also occurs in 1 P e t ,1:5-9. There, as well as here, the heavenly 
reward at C hrist's appearing Is mentioned, j u s t  as the Gospel be­
atitude promises a reward In heaven, Nauck believed that the Epistle  
and Gospel were adapting a pre-Christian theme of Maccabean o r ig in J  
On the other hand, the common teaching presented in I Pet.iv;T3f;
Acts v:41; 2 Cor.1:3-11; Col.1:24 and J a s . i :2 ,^  which sim ilarly  t e l l s  
Christians to rejo ice  in su ffer ing , shows that i t  may also have come 
to the New Testament writers via a Jewish orientated body of teaching 
l ik e  a Jerusalem Catechism* In which i t  had been expanded in the 
l ig h t  of Jesus' passion and the experience o f  the f i r s t  Christian 
martyrs,^

i i i : 1 5  6#c&oYCccv and i t s  cognates are used o f  public defence in 
Acts xix:33; x x ii:1 ;  xxv:16; x x v i: l ,2 ,2 4 ,  I t  1s worth noting that  
the application of th is  word to written trea tises  only occurred in 
the second century Christian l ite ra tu re ,  such as the Apologies of 
Justin Martyr and Aristides, Since in the present context i t  Is not 
used in that way» the thought here must date from an ear lier  period*

t ,  W. Nauck, "Freude 1m Leiden, zum Problem einer urchristlichen  
Verfolgungstradltion", 2## 48:68-80, 1955, pp. 69-71.

2, Cf. M att.xxiii:34-36.

3, A sim ilar catalogue o f fa ith fu l endurance of suffering  
i s  given In Heb.xi,



104.

i i i : 1 6  ArnnpedGovteg once again suggests th&' ne author has Lk.vi:
28 in mind, While there i s  a parallel in Matt.v:44, the wording in 
I Peter i s  c lo ser  to the Lucan version. Possibly the evangelists  are 
drawing on material peculiar to  each o f  them, although Manson suggests  
that a fragment of the antith etica l saying has been preserved in 
their  common source p J  The uncertainty about the l itera cy  history  
of the saying Implies that i t  was probably part of the pre-Q Jesus 
log ia  circulating ora lly  in the early church and Its  application  
here points to an early date for  the composition o f the le t te r ,

i i i ; 1 8 - 2 2  has been the subject o f  much discussion and special study, 
i t  begins with the p artic le  Gru which suggests that a quotation i s  
being introduced as in i:18 and i i :2 1 .  The s ty le  i s  very concise  
and the passage introduces ideas which, although not s t r i c t l y  per­
tinent to the argument, are part of the primitive kerygma. The most 
common conclusion, to  date, appears to be that i t  opens and c loses  
with a portion of an early Christian hymn, while verses 19-21 are 
part o f  a baptismal catechism,* In attempting to estab lish  the 
background to the thought of Christ preaching to the disobedient 
s p ir i t s ,  i t  has generally been accepted that the most d irect influence  
must have come from 1 Enoch vi and the Book o f  Jubilees v , which is 
based on Genesis v i:1 -8 , While we cannot be absolutely sure of the 
dates of composition o f  the various parts of 1 Enoch, i t  i s  clear  
from the Aramaic portions of i t  which have been found amongst the

1. T,W, Manson, op. c i t ,  p, 161,

See M-E, Boismard, Quatre Hymnes Baptisma;es dans la  Premiere 
Epltre de Pierre, LD"E6, Paris: Cerf, 1961; R, BuItmann,
"Bekenntnis- und Liedfragmente 1m ersten Petrusbrief", ConaiT 
x i : l - 1 4 ,  Lund, 1947; F,L. Cross, I Peter, A Paschal Liturgy,
London: Mowbray, 1954; W.J. Jalton, Christas Proclamation to 35.
the S p ir i t s , AnBib 23, Rome: PBI, 1966; Bo Reicke, The Di s ­
obedient Sp irits  and Christian Baptism, ANSU XIII, Kobenhaven:
Munksgaard, 1949; J.T. Sanders, The New Testament Christo- 
logical Hymns: Their Historical Weligious Background, Cambridge:
'cup, isrr .  ^

3. Cf. 1 Tim. 4. see W.J. Dalton, op. d t .  pp. 13-14.
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Qumran S cro lls , that i t  was already in circulation at tha time I 
Peter was wri t ten ."1 I t  i s  even quoted in Jude 14, while the r e ­
ference to the imprisonment of the disobedient  s p i r i t s  un t i l  judge­
ment, in 1 Enoch x: 11-14, i s  echoed in Jude 6 and Z P e t . 11:4. .More-

o
over,  in the Jewish Apocalyptic t r a d i t i o n ,  the  s tory  of the 
was c losely  associated with the flood in the time of Noah. ihese
apocalyptic accounts also continue the tradition that Noah was 
righteous*^ for  th e ir  Jewish writers draw a contrast between Noah 
as a righteous person and the "fallen angels" or disobedient s p ir i t s .  
Only by taking th is  Jewish background into account, can th is  com­
plicated passage in I Peter be understood;

As the author c loses the passage* he refers once more to the 
hymnic material he echoed in the opening verse. I t  too uses tech­
nical terms ft'cm the Jewish Apocalyptic tradition with i t s  references 
to angels, authorities and powers. Paralle ls  to i t s  main theme of  
the victory o f  Christ over the ev il  powers occur in 1 Cor.xv:24; 
Eph.i:21; Phil.iiiTO; C o l.i i:15  and Hebti:13 which a l l  use imagery 
inspired Ps,cx:l»  "The Lord said to my Lord, 'S it  at my right  
hand until I make your enemies your fo o tsto o l'" . Not only was th is  
verse in the psalm given a Messianic interpretation in rabbinical 
c ir c le s ,^  i t  was also "one of the fundamental tex ts  of the kerygma, 
underlying a l l  the various developments o f i t , . , "  Consequently, 
in a recent a r t i c le ,  Matthew Black can argue that the terminology 
formed part o f an early hymnic tradition  which Peter and Paul c i t e

1. See M.A. Knibb, The Ethiopia Book of Enoch* Oxford: Clarendon, 
1978, Vol. 2 » pp. 6- 8 , who dates 1 Enoch vi to the f i r s t  
century 80.

2. "Nephilim" - the sons of God who were regarded as fa llen  
angels. See Gen,vi :1-4.

3. See 1 Enoch v i :65;  Jub.v; T N a p h t . i i i :5 ;  CD 11:18-20.

4. See Gen.vi:9. Of. Heb.xi;7, 5. See Str-B IV, 1, pp. 452-465.

6. C.H. Dodd, According to the Scriptures, Welwyn: Nisbet,
1952, p. 3S,
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i
independently.

i i i : 1 8  6 eCxauoe. Within the context of th is  v e rse > "The righteous" 
i s  manifestly a t i t l e  fo r  Jesus. Passages 1ike Acts i i i :14; v i i :52;
1 J n , i i : 1 ,29; i i i : 7 ^  show th a t  i t  was used in t h i s  way in the early  
church. If  J a s .v :6 could be interpreted in the same way, i t  would 
be another indication of close links between these two writers.
While some Christian fathers l ik e  Oecumenius, Cassiodorus and at a 
la ter  stage, Berk have interpreted the verse in James as referring 
sp ec if ic a lly  to Jesus' unjust condemnation and execution* that view 
i s  not favourably regarded today. Thus even J.B, Mayor,^ who is  
inclined to  find a reference to the cross here, admits that "the 
righteous man" is  primarily a generic term, whose reference i s  not 
exhausted in one individual, Greeven, in editing Dibelius' commen­
tary, suggests that i f  the le t te r  i s  indeed pseudonymous, i t  might 
be taken as a veiled  melancholy allusion to  the death of James who 
was called  "the Just".^ Yet these modern arguments are not very 
persuasive. The paaf tenae in J a s .v :6 , M*rE6 Lx6caTEf 
and the d efin ite  a r t ic le  Gtwaiov indicate a sequence of actions 
in the past which f i t  a sp ec if ic  person* I f  "the Just" were to be 
understood as a generic term, a present tense and not an aorist  
would have been required for these verbs,^ The great complaint of  
the  primit ive  Judean church against "the Rich" ‘( i . e .  the  powerful 
amongst the priesthood and those in the government) was constantly:  
"You have condemned and killed ' t h e  Righteous One"1, When in Acts 
Peter  addressed the  people in the Temple, he s p e c i f i c a l l y  named 
Jesus as "the Righteous One".  ̂ Stephen did the same in Acts

1. M* Black, DGcou o&T# in Pout owd
PowttMdem. Eboayo j r  o f  C.K. J&zrrett, edited by M.D.
Hooker and S.G. Nils' .ondon: SPCK, 1982, pp. 74-82.

2* See G. Schrenk, TDNT I I ,  pp, 186ff. 3. See S. Laws, op. c i t .  p. 205.

4. Op. c i t ,  p. 155. 5. Op, Cit. p. 240, n. 58.

6. The present tense  indicates a dwratwa or engo-mg action, whereas
the mode of the aorist i s  sp ec if ic  and in the past. See Blass
Debrunner g 318 and J.H. Moulton and W.F. Howard, A Grammar of
New Testament Greek, Vol. 2, Edinburgh: Clark, 1929, pp. 119 & 135.

7. See Acts i i i :13-18 and note espec ia l ly  vs 14, "you denied the Holy
and Righteous one and asked for a murderer to  be granted to you".
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1v i i : 5 1 “52. For the  primit ive  Judean church, th e re fo re ,  Jesus was 
the Righteous One par exoeltanae  and they explained His suffer ing  
and death by projec ting into them the image of the  su f fe r in g ,  righteous 
one, the  thy  of I s a ,1111:3-9,11. Their  in te rp re ta t io n  may also have 
been influenced by s im ila r  charges agains t  the r ich  and powerful in 
the Prophetic^ and the Wisdom l i t e r a t u r e ^  p a r t i c u l a r ly  W is . i i :18-20,^ 
which already echoes I s a . 111:13-1111:12 and is  also very c lose  to 
James. Since Jesus did indeed suffer such a f a te  in a most s i g n i f i ­
cant way, we may conclude t h a t  in the  t r a d i t i o n  of the  primit ive  
Judean church, both James an I Peter  ascr ibe  the t i t l e  6 Stxatos 
to Him.

111:18 &nn£. I P e t e r ' s  teaching on the Atonement a lso  reveals  
p a r a l l e l s  with Hebrews, In laying special  s t r e s s  on the moral s ig-  
nificance and atoning power o f the death of Jesus, the author reca lls  
the  central theme of the Atonement which the  writer to  the Hebrews 
develops so f u l l y  with his emphasis on the  unique offering of Chris t  
dxp* finoE . ̂

i i i :20 fev fpfepaic M e  r e c a l l s  the  saying In the Q passage re f lec ted  
in Matt.xxiv:38-40 and Lk.xvii;26-27. Passages l ik e  Heb.xi:7 and
2 P e t . 11:5; 111:5-9 r e f l e c t  the  i n t e r e s t  of  the  early church in 
applying the story of the Flood to Chris t ian  teaching. This was 
presumably based on the Q passage. However, in the Jesus log ia  the 
suddenness of the divine judgement i s  s t r e s se d ,  whereas in I Peter 
and the other  e p i s t l e s  the emphasis i s  on the  scope of God's vic-

1. 11, . , As your fa the rs  did,  so do y o u . , . they k i l led  those who
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom
you have now betrayed and murdered."

2. See Amos v : l l f ;  v i i i : 4 ;  Isa*iii : lO(LXX) ,1 4 f ; v:23; M ic . i i : ! .

3. See P ro v . i : 1 0 f f ; P s .xxxv i i :14,32,

4. " I f  the r ighteous man is  God's son, he will help him, and
will d e l iv e r  him from the hand of his  adversar ies .  Let us 
t e s t  him with i n s u l t  and t o r t u r e . , .Let us condemn him to 
a shameful de a th ,"

5. Heb.ix:28. Cf. Heb.x:10=I P e t . i i :2 4 ;  Heb.ix:14= I P e t .1:19.

%%
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tor ious redeeming power, which even extended to the f a l l e n  angels of 
Noah's day, as i t  reaches the heathen of t h e i r  own age. Nevertheless,  
the thought of Judgement was probably not f a r  from the au th o r ' s  mind^ 
even though in the present  verse he may be influenced by the f i r s t  
generat ion church 's  ca teche t ica l  app l ica t ion  of the Flood s to ry ,  fo r

?which the example was s e t  by 1 Enoch.

i i i : 2 1  dvrtruriMV vOv cti£et. ^5aruaixt..» The s t r ik in g  resemblances 
in the  thoughts of t h i s  verse and Eph.v:26 show how widely the 
teaching of the  sanct i fy ing  power of baptism was applied in the 
ear ly  church. Again the  use o f  the r i tu a l  terminology of the Temple 
worship in Jerusalem provides s ig n i f ic a n t  confirmation of the  ea r ly  
provenance of I Peter, since such imagery w&uTd lose i t s  great e f fe c t  
after  the destruction of 70 AD,

l i t : 22 fev 6eoOi This passage i s  a close r e f l e c t io n  of P e t e r ' s  
sermon in Acts i i ;3 3 -3 6 ,  in which he claims th a t  Jesus has f u l f i l l e d  
the promise o f  P s . c x : ! . In rabbinical  c i r c l e s  t h a t  psalm was t r a ­
d i t i o n a l l y  given a Messianic i n te r p r e t a t i o n ,  an i n te r p r e ta t io n  which 
the  New Testament w r i te rs  adopted as well .  Peter  again makes the 
same claim in  Acts v :31 , while in Acts v i i : 56-57 i t  i s  ye t  again 
repeated in the  account of Stephen's  martyrdom. In f a c t  evidence fo r  
t h i s  b e l i e f  can be found throughout the  New Testament, and i t  sub­
sequently became pa r t  of  the Apostles'  Creed. All t h i s  evidence 
suggests t h a t  the statement  of the e x a l ta t io n  i s  a precious fragment 
of the  baptismal confession of  f a i t h  of the Apostolic church, reach­
ing back to i t s  very roots  in  Jerusalem, l ike  the Judean Chris t  
hymn quoted by Paul in P h i l . i i *6-11.

1. See I P et .iv :5 -6 .

2. 1 Enoch ix:10;  X: l l -15;  x i i ; 4 ;  x i i i : 3 ;  xv:2, See also W.J.
Dalton, Christ's Proclamation to the S p i r i t s :  A Study of I
Peter 3 f(B^4;67 "An'STB'- 2'3, komeTTBl' 1965, pp. 163-176, who
TrTa de ta i led - analys is  shows how all the elements in I Pet. 
i i i : 1 9 f  are c lose ly  bound together  in 1 Enoch.

3. See W. Grundmann, II ,  pp. 37-40.



iv:2 unHferu 6cv6pdraov fenuOuuCavg 6X>A SeXfprn ©eoO...  Not. only is  
the wil l of God contrasted with the human passions,  but a lso  with 
GotiAnua tfiiv of the following verse. The author i s  qualifying
his ear lier  exhortations to dyoacmoLGW by stressing  that the prime 
motive behind that in junct ion i s  to do the wil l of  God, j u s t  as 
"doing tsedaqa" implied f u l f i l l i n g  the Torah for  the  rabbis .  Oas. 
iv:13-15 gives a p rac t ica l  exposition of the same teaching in which 
he charac te r izes  goOArnxt as planning a business or  a pleasure t r i p  
and sim ilarly  con tras ts  i t  with fe&v 6 uOplos deAfoq. The presentat ion 
of such pa ra l le l  rab b in ic - l ik e  teaching with James i s  an added ar­
gument in favour of the exis tence of a common Jerusalem Catechism 
from which both w ri te rs  drew. In te re s t ing ly ,  the same con tra s t  
between God's will and human passions occurs in On. i :13 ,  from 
which i t  might be in fe r red  t h a t  the  Logos Hymn i s  a lso a confessional 
product of the f i r s t  generation Judean church.

iv:3 dt&eplToig.. .  The catalogue of misconduct l i s t e d  in  t h i s  verse 
c losely  resembles those in Rom.vii i :13-14 and G a l .v :19-21 and alsop q
has s im ila r i t ie s  with la te  Jewish texts and the Dead Sea Scrolls .  
These factors suggest that such l i s t s  formed part of the early
ca teche t ica l  material. The only other place in the  New Testament 
where d&eiiLTos occurs i s  In Acts x :28, where i t  i s  used by Peter of 
th a t  which i s  forbidden by the law of Moses.* Scholars have debated 
whether dSeptcos in th is  verse of  I Peter i s  to be taken in the same 
sense i t  has in  Acts or in the  classica l Greek sense of "Forbidden 
by natural  law". I f  the former sense i s  c o r re c t ,  the author  would 
appear to be addressing Jews, whereas i f  i t  Is  the la t t e r ,  his ad- 
dressees would be Gentile. Such a debate, huwov^r, rests  on flimsy 
evidence and may even have led to a f a l s e  contrast, fo r  the most 
natu; 1 assumption would be that amongst the  As ia t ic  Chris t ians  
there would be both Jews and Gentiles. Moreover, the Books of 
Maccabees^ suggest that Jews had been g u i l ty  of th is  kind of apostasy* 
while Josephus® mentions Jews taking p a r t  in plays at the  court of

1. I  P e f . i i : 1 3 - i i i :2 2 .  2. As. Mos.vil:3-10.

3. IQS 1V:9-11. " 4: See A. Oepke* zm ? I ,  p. 166.



Nero and his Jewish wife Poppea. Thus while the author might some­
times be addressing a p a r t i c u la r  sect ion of the  community, i t  i s  not 
inconceivable th a t  he might be thinking of a l l  a l ike  who took par t  
in the idolatrous c iv ic  fe s t iv a ls  and r itu a ls  of the towns of Asia 
Minor. For a Jewish Christ ian community abstent ion from the heathen 
f e s t iv a l s  was doubly imperative on account o f A&G&rw* and monotheismJ

iv:4  $  EsvtEovrci. Eevl[ELv, which properly means "to entertain  
a guest", 1s used in later Greek 1n the sense of "astonish" as in 
Acts xvi1:20.^ Gentile society  was "astonished" or "amazed" at the 
Christians who stood aloof from a ll  the relig ious fe s t iv a ls  of the 
world. They resented their puritanism and regarded them as the 
enemies o f a l l  joy and therefore of the human race. Local p e r s e - ' 
cutlons were the natural fr u it  o f  such an attitude.

tv:4 pAoaenuoOvrsG. As the author reminded his readers of the 
example o f  Jesus* suffering, so he emphasises tha fact  that they too 
w ill su ffer  blasphemy as the community of Christ. Similarly, in Acts 
x i i i :4 5  and x v i i i :6 the Jewish opposition to Paul's preaching is  
regarded as blasphemy. This Jewish opposition is  viewed as blasphemy 
because i t  opposes the proclamation of Jesus as the Messiah - the 
fundamental b e l ie f  on which the C hr is t ian  community was founded.'*
In i v i l 2  - 19 the author develops t h i s  theme of  suffer ing  s t i l l  
further, even suggesting that the readers share in the suffering of 
Christ. Now, P.M. Rodgers* has argued forcefu lly  for the acceptance 
of the antiquity of the Textus Receptus reading of verse 14. After 
6 vano6eTaL i t  adds ii&v cc&tc&s E&aovnWsiTau, 66 OpSc 
GogiEs'caL. Rodgers further believes that th is  reading incorporates

1, I t  would appear th a t  the same problem arose among some of
the  readers of J a s . i i : 7 ,  where such behaviour i s  described 
as pksopuuetv, "slander". Cf. I Pe t . iv :4» pAojocpniioOvxeQ.

2, See G. StShlin, 2DWT V, pp. 1-36.

3 . See H.W. Beyer, fm r  I» pp. 621*625.

4. P»H. Rodgers, "The Longer Reading of I Peter 4:14",
43:93-95, 1981,



an allusion to Isaiah l i i : S  %d5 E XeyGL Kdpuoc. Au' bpoG 6 L&navt6s  
tb bvopd uou pAooynustTai 6v ToCc 6&VEouv, This text from Isaiah 
was regularly c ited  in anti-Jewish apologetic as in Rom. i i :2 4  where 
in describing Jewish unbelief Paul w rites, ?6 Y&P Avopa toO GeoOI
61' bpae pXaapnUEtTau Tots 6&VGOTV* Consequently, i f  the longer 
reading of this verse i s  correct, the persecutors in I Peter are 
Jewish rather than Gentile and th is is  a situation which is  similar  
to that described in the passages in Acts which we have ju st  
examined. Indeed, i t  suggests that the background to I Peter may be 
much closer to the conditions described in Acts than has hitherto  
been generally accepted, and provides further evidence for believing  
that the le t te r  i s  addressed to  a Jewish Jesus community in the 
diaspora.

iv :5  xpLvaL 5&VTOG xal vexpouc. The use of the verb or noun xpfva 
with the phrase "the liv in g  and the dead" was one of the e a r l ie s t  
expressions to become fixed in a l itu rg ica l  or credal context in 
terms o f the la s t  judgement.^ The same combination of words can be 
found in Peter's sermon to Cornelius and his companions in Acts x:42, 
which is  se t  within the context o f the early missionary acti 'ity of  
the Judean Church. I t  indicates once again that the origin of the 
thoughts in I Peter are to be found in the formularies and thinking 
of the Jerusalem Church,

The exegetical crux of vss 5 and 6 has been debated by scholars 
down the ages.^ Some argue that etc toOro y&P wal vexpotg E&nYYEAlo8n 
refers to Christ's descent into Hades and His preaching to the s p ir i t s  
in i i i : 1 9 ,  for, i f  there is  to be universal judgement, then all  
people must be given an opportunity to hear the Gospel. The baptismal

1, Cf. 2 P e t . i i : 2 ;  J a s . i i i ? .  See a lso  B, Lindars, New Testament 
Apologetic, London: SCM, 1961, pp. 22-24.

2 , Cf. Rom.xiv:9; 2 Tim .iv:!; Jas.iv;12; Barn.vii:2; Pol.Phil.
i i :1; 2 Cl e m. i : 1 .

3, For a resumB of the various views, see J.N.D. Kelly, A Com­
mentary on the Epistles of Peter and Jude, BNTC, London:
BTEcYrrm Tpp, T'/mTs;—  -------------------------
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overtones of the passape might even r e f le c t  the practice of baptism 
for the dead, mentioned in 1 Cor.xv:29. Others have suggested that 
vExpoLG denotes the sp ir itu a lly  dead as 1n Eph.ii:! and Col.11:13.

The ch ief weakness of these interpretations is  that they neither 
connect th is  enigmatic sentence with i t s  immediate context, nor take 
cognizance of the w riter's  overriding eschatological motive to en­
courage his readers to stand firm in the face of suffering and har­
assment. By contrast, such considerations favour the view that the 
dead are members of the community, to whom Christ had been preached, 
and who had subsequently died. Like Paul in 1 Thess.iv:13-18, I 
Peter is  dealing with the intense worry and heartsearching which 
the death of believers had caused, for they appeared to have been* 
cheated of the fu lfilm ent of their  hopes. His readers may well have 
been exposed to scoffing  questions from unbelievers about the good 
of becoming Christians when they died l ik e  other men, and his answer

is  that although from a human point of view they appear to be con­
demned, they w ill  in fact  l iv e  in the s p ir i t  in the eyes of God, by 
virtue of their  acceptance of the Gospel.

This explanation not only f i t s  the eschatological expectation 
pervading the l e t t e r ,  but also interprets the sentence in terms of 
the w riter's immediate argument by taking ate zoGro to refer forward 
to tva. Conversely yAp i s  read as pointing back to verse 5 where 
the main in terest i s  not the universality  of Christ's judgement, but 
rather the vindication o f good over e v i l .  Ttjs the writer encourages 
his addressees by countering the derision of sceptics and anxious 
doubts o f friends with an argument parallel to that of Wis.111:1-9 
and v i i s j  which has already been reflected  in his thinking in 
I P e t . i :6 ,7  and i i :1 2 .  His whole approach to the problem further 
underlines the author's Jewish heritage.

1. Cf. 1 Enoch 1x and x.
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iv:7 ndcvTZdv 66 %6 TkXog ^YYLxsv. This statement c lose ly  resembles 
Peter's statement in Acts i i i : 2 1 ,  dypL xp6vwv dmcwcnaoidoewG ro&viwv.. .  
and the declaration about the nearness of God's kingdom in Lk,xxi:31. 

In vs 34 Luke expands I Peter's exhortation to be sane (owgpovApars) 
and sober (vAdunre) in order to develop the ir  prayer l i f e ,  with a 
warning against dissipation and again mentions watchfulness and 
prayer (6s6wavo(,) in vs 36 J  The verse in I Peter is  also very
reminiscent of Jesus' command in the garden of Gethsemane, "Watch

?and pray that you may not enter into temptation". Similarly other 
e p is t le s  affirm that "the day",^ "salvation"* or "the Lord"  ̂ is  near, 
while in Jas .v :8 th is  statement is  made nf "the coming (nopouota) of  
the Lord". It  i s  not absolutely clear in James whether xupCoc is  
used as a t i t l e  o f God or of Christ, Certainly in vs 4 where he 
quotes Isa ,v;9  and in the examples of the prophets and Job which he 
adduces in vss 10 and 11, the reference must be to God, But vs 6 , 
as we have already argued,  ̂ applies to Jesus' t r ia l  and execution 
in common with the b e l ie f s  and interpretations o f  the primitive  
Judean church. In the ir  confession they also related these events 
to His resurrection and parousia. Hence the use of xuplog in con­
junction with nopouota in Jas.vzB should sim ilarly  be taken as a 
reference to Christ, for in the New Testament nopquota most charac­
t e r i s t i c a l ly  denotes the return of Christ and i s  never applied to 
God.^ Indeed* in the LXX nopcuota is  not used of God's coming, but

A Q
only of the arrival o f an individual or of an army. Moreover, 
according to Cepke,^ we do not have su ff ic ie n t  evidence to determine 
the p o s s ib i l i ty  of a technical use of the term mpouoto, among Greek­
speaking Jews, Hence we may take i t  that in J a s ,v :8 h nopoucrla toO 
xupCou is  a reference to the return of Christ. While I Peter exhorts

See J.W, Bowman, "Eschatology of the N.T.", ID# I I ,  pp. 135ff* 

Mk.xiv:38 and p ara lle ls .

Rom.x11i:l2i Heb,x:25, 4, Rom,v:ll. 5. P hil,1v:5 .

See 6 GLxaioG pp. 106f supra.

See A, Oepke, Z'DWT V, pp. 858-871, 8 , Jdt.x:18.

2 M ac.viii:12; xv:21; 3 M ac.iii;17. 10. Op. c i t .  p. 864,

1.

2,

3.

6 .

7.

9.
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his reaoers to wakefulness and sobriety 1n that eschatological s i t ­
uation, James urges his readers to be patient 1n vss 7 and 8. Yet 
they both share a sim ilar hope and expect the consummation of a ll  
things with the same awe as did the rest of the early Jerusalem 
church,^ which reflected  the constant repetition  of ^YyLxsv f)
BooLAEta zoo 8eoO by John the Baptist and Jesus a like.^  Such a 
stance c learly  indicates a pre 70 AD provenance for these writings, 
because after  that time th is  fervent b e l ie f  waned. Indeed, the 
Apocalypse of John in i t s  tota l Jewishness i s  the la s t  expression of  
th is  "maranatha" of the Jerusalem confession, and contrasts sharply 
with la ter  statements when hope of an early expectation of the Par- 
ousia had faded, and 6YY&G and GYYlCerv were once again "used in the 
secular sense to denote time and place".*

iv:7  and v:8. The command to  be sober and watchful, cuxppovfpaTG oSv 
\ # 3 r e  e l s  %&G npoaeux&G ( iv :7 );  NfylarE, YPnYcpfpoTE (v :8 ), was a  ̂
regular instruction at the end of the e p is t le s  in the New Testament* 
derived no doubt* from the teaching of Jesus as recorded in Mk.xiii: 
33-37; Matt.xxiv:42. It  would also have been reflected  in the 
memories of the Apostles who experienced the events which occurred 
in the Garden of Gethsemane.^

An interesting  point to notice here i s  that i t  i s  only in iv:7  
that th is  wakefulness i s  associated with the expectation of an im­
minent Advent, None of the other passages, not even v:8 , makes th is  
connection. As U, Luck has argued most cogently, the author i s  trying

1. I Peter here Is much closer to 1 Cor.xvi:13 than to James,

Z. See H. Preisker, fOAT II* pp. 330-332.

3. E,g, Mk,1:15; Matt.111:2; iv:17.

4. H. Preisker, op, c i t ,  p, 332.

5. See 1 Cor,xvi:3; Eph.vi:18; Col,1v:2; 1 Thess.v:6;
Rev.111:2-3; xvi:5 .

6. Mk.xiv:34, 38.
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to prevent his readers from relapsing into  an "eschatological  frenzy".  ̂
In t h e i r  s i tu a t io n  he wants them to aim a t  sobr ie ty  and moderation.
This view is supported by Selwyn* who* in discussing the eschatology 
in I Peter ,  comes to the conclusion th a t  this e p i s t l e ,  "stands in 
th a t  central  t r a d i t i o n  of New Testament teaching for  which eschatology 
is fo r  the most par t  eschatology f u I f i l l e d ;  f u l f i l l e d  in the h i s t o r ­
ical  f a c t  of the advent of  the Messiah and in the l i f e  of  the Church 
which has been b u ilt  upon him and has i t s  whole existence within 
him".^ Similarly, in 1 Thess. v:6 Paul urges his readers to be 
wakeful and sober, not as men keeping watch through the night for  
the coming daylight, but because daylight has already arrived with 
the coming o f Christ. So too in Ephesians the readers must be as 
watchful as a so ld ier  on active service. The purpose of th is  watch­
fulness is  c learly  stated in v:8. The Christians must watch as a 
precaution against the dev il.

According to Oom Gregory Dix^ the focal points of th is  teaching 
are paralle lled  in Jewish Monotheism, Messianism and Eschatology. 
Admittedly, in i t s  catechetical form, i t  has been released from i t s  
previous lim itations by Christ's resurrection, but i t  nevertheless 
indicates th at i t  emanates from a Jewish environment* suggesting 
that we are s t i l l  dealing with a Jerusalem Catechism.

iv:8  dcydotn xoACmtEL nXMSog &wapTu#v is  so close to the fina l phrase 
in Jas.v:20 nAfpoG dpcpriGv, that there must be more linking
the thoughts o f the two writers than a mere coincidental use of the 
Biblical idiom of "covering sins". On the other hand their  appli-  
ca t ions  of the saying are so different that any interdependence is  
out of the question. I Peter's teaching about the primacy of love, 
r e f le c ts  the primitive Christian thinking which rested on sayings

1. See U. Luck, VII, p. 1102.

2. E.G. Selwyn, "Eschatology in I Peter", in BaakgrowW o f
yew TeatameM* dte #8o7%z*oZog%/, eds. W.D. Oavies and

O.Daube, Cambridge: CUP, 1956, p. 399.

3. Dorn Gregory Dix, Jew and Greek, Westminster: Deere, 1955, 
p, 99.
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such as those found in Mk,xii:30-33* John x1H:34-35; xv:T2"17.
Yet in reinforcing that teaching* he quotes Proverbs x:12 in a form 
which i s  much c loser  to the Hebrew  ̂ than to the LXX version, "love 
covers a l l  thuse who do not love s tr ife" .^  The same i s  true of James 
at th is  point. This ra ises a problem. Why would Jamas and I Peter 
suddenly translate  from the Hebrew tex t  when they normally use the 
LXX ? Possibly* the answer Is to be found in the view that th is  
aphorism did not come to them by way of the LXX, but was already 
included in the early Judean Christian paraenetic tradition which 
they are both using to instruct the Greek speaking Jewish believers  
they are addressing. The saying is  reproduced in i t s  Petrine form 
in some o f  the early Fathers,^ while Clement of Alexandria, Origen 
and the Didascalia? ascribe i t  to Christ. Origen* c i te s  i t  in con­
nection with L k.vii:47, where Jesus' teaching about the woman whose 
<Sns are forgiven paralle ls  the admonition o f I Peter and could even 
be understood as a paraphrase of the aphorism in Prov.xilZ, Thus i t  
i s  quite possible that the saying was included in some early c o l ­
lection  o f Jesus log ia , or at le a s t  became proverbial in the Jer­
usalem church from whence i t  was passed on in i t s  catechetical in­
struction, Then, l ik e  many proverbial expressions, i t  was interpreted  
and adapted to  su it  the varying contexts where i t  was applied, as i s  
done in James v;20. Interestingly , when on rare occasions the rabbis 
comment on Prov.x:12, they Interpret i t  in the same way as I peter.
It i s  a lso  important to note that neither he nor James give any in­
dication that by introducing th is aphorism they are quoting or even 
alluding to authoritative scripture. This lends further support to 
the view fur th is  saying they are both indebted not to scripture* 
but to a current corpus of teaching l ik e  an early Jerusalem catechism.

1. Cf. 1 Cor.x111:l3,

2. nanx nosn cnywo-bb byi -  xcAGrccst, TtXhOog auaprciGv.

3. M&vraS: rc&c Ph WLAovsLXoOvroG xoA&nreL (puACa.

4 . See 1 C1em,xlix:5; 2 Clem.xvi:4; Tert. Scorp .v i:!!;
Clem. Alex. Quis Div, 38.

5. Paed,111.12.91. 6. Horn.in Lev,11:4, 7, D id asc .II .111:3,

8. Op. c i t .  9. See Str-B I I I ,  p. 766.
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to prevent his readers from relapsing into an "eschatological frenzy . 
In their  situation  he wants them to aim at sobriety and moderation. 
This view is supported by Selwyn, who, in discussing the eschatology 
in I Peter, comes to the conclusion that th is  epistle*  stands in 
that central tradition of New Testament teaching for which eschatology 
is for the most part eschatology fu l f i l l e d ;  f u l f i l l e d  in the h is tor ­
ical fa c t  of the advent of the Messiah and in the l i f e  of the Church 
which has been b u ilt  upon him and has i t s  whole existence within 
him".  ̂ S im ilarly, in 1 Thess. v:6 Paul urges his readers to be 
wakeful and sober* not as men keeping watch through the night for 
the coming daylight, but because daylight has already arrived with 
the coming o f Christ. So too in Ephesians the readers must be as 
watchful as a so ld ier  on active service. The purpose of this watch­
fulness is  c learly  stated in v:8. The Christians must watch as a 

precaution against the devil.

According to Dorn Gregory D i x the focal  points of th is  teaching 
are para lle lled  in  Jewish Monotheism, Messianism and Eschatology, 
Admittedly, in i t s  catechetical form, i t  has been released from i t s  
previous lim itations by C hrist's  resurrection, but i t  nevertheless 
indicates that i t  emanates from a Jewish environment, suggesting 
that we are s t i l l  dealing with a Jerusalem Catechism.

i v :8 dydnji xcxXOrtteu nXfjSos dyopTLtiiv i s  so close to the f ina l  phrase 
in Jas.v:20 xoACdeu nAfpos AuopTiGv, that there must be more linking 
the thoughts of  the two writers than a mere coincidental  use of the 
Biblical idiom of "covering sins". On the other hand their  appli­
cations of the saying are so d ifferent that any interdependence is  
out of the question. I Peter's teaching about the primacy of love,  
r e f le c ts  the primitive Christian thinking which rested on sayings

1

1. See U. Luck, TDWT VII, p. 1102.

2. E,G. Selwyn, "Eschatology in I Peter", in The o f
yaw featameMt eds. W.D, Davies and

D.Daube, Cambridge: CUP, 1956, p. 399.

3. Dorn Gregory Dix, Jew and Greek, Westminster: Dscre, 1955,
p. 99.
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his reaoers to wakefulness and sobriety in that eschatological s i t ­
uation, James urges his readers to be patient in vss 7 and 8. Yet 
they both share a sim ilar hope and expect the consummation of a ll  
things with the same awe as did the rest of the early Jerusalem 
church,^ which reflected  the constant repetition  of OYYuxev h 
eaoiAcla toO GcoO by John the Baptist and Jesus a like. Such a 
stance c learly  indicates a pre 70 AD provenance for these writings, 
because a fter  that time th is  fervent b e l ie f  waned, Indeed, the 
Apocalypse of John in i t s  total Jewishness i s  the la s t  expression of 
th is  "maranatha" of the Jerusalem confession, and contrasts sharply 
with later  statements when hope of an early expectation of the Par 
ousia had faded, and brvOG and &YYlEcw were once again "used in the 

secular sense to denote time and place .

iv:7  and v:8. The command to  be sober and watchful, owopovhoors oGv 
vhdots Glc T&s mooEUx&G (1v:7); NNare, YPnYcpfpaTs (v :8 ) , was a  ̂
regular instruction at the end of the e p is t le s  in the New Testament,^ 
derived no doubt* from the teaching of Jesus as recorded in Mk.xiii: 
33-37; Matt.xx<v:42. It would also have been reflected  in the 
memories o f the Apostles who experienced the events which occurred

in the Garden of Gethsemane.

An interesting  point to notice here is  that i t  i s  only in iv:7  
that th is  wakefulness i s  associated with the expectation of an im­
minent Advent. None of the other passages, not even v:8, makes th is  
connection. As U, Luck has argued most cogently, the author i s  trying

1. I Peter here is  much closer to 1 Cor.xvi:13 than to James.

2. See H. Preisker, Z W  II* PP. 330-332,

3. E.g. Mk,i:15; Matt.11i:2; iv:17.

4. H, Preisker, op. c i t .  p. 332.

5. See 1 Cor.xvi:3; Eph.vi:18; Col.1v:2; 1 Thess.v:6;
Rev,111:2-3; xvi:5 .

6. Mk.xiv:34, 38.
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'}  11ndeed,"in th^LXX m oom ta  1 |  not used

1. See J,W. Bowman, "Eschatology of the N.T.", ID& II* PP- 135ff.

2. Mk.xiv:38 and p ara lle ls .

3 . R otn xH i:^ ; Heb.x-.25. 4. Rom.v:!!. 5- P M l. iv ;5.

6. See 6 GtxauoG PP- 10Gf supra.

7 See A, Oepke, TD#? V, pp. 858-871, 8. Jdt.x:18.
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overtones of the passaoe might even r e f lec t  the practice of bap m 
for the dead, mentioned in 1 Cor.xv.29. Others have suggested t at 
venpotc denotes the sp ir itu a lly  dead as in E p h.ih l and Col.11.1 •

The chief weakness of these interpretations i s  that they neither 
connect th is  enigmatic sentence with i t s  immediate context, nor take 
cognizance of the w riter's  overriding eschatological motive to en­
courage his readers to stand firm in the face of suffering and har­
assment. By contrast, such considerations favour the view that 
dead are members of the community, to whom Christ had been preached, 
and who had subsequently died. Like Paul in 1 T h e s s . iv l3 - ,8 ,
Peter is  dealing with the intense worry and heartsearching wn.ch 
the death of believers had caused, for they appeared to have been• 
cheated of the fu lfilm ent of their hopes. His readers may well lave 
been exposed to scoffing questions from unbelievers about the goo 
of becoming Christians when they died l ik e  other men, and his answer

is  that although from a human point of view they appear to be con 
damned, they w ill in fa c t  l iv e  in the s p ir i t  in the eyes of God, by 

virtue o f the ir  acceptance of the Gospel.

This explanation not only f i t s  the eschatological expectation 
pervading the l e t t e r ,  but also interprets the sentence in terms of 
the w riter's immediate argument by taking s t s  toOto  to refer forwar 
to b n .  Conversely yip i s  read as pointing back to verse 5 where 
the main in terest  i s  not the universality  of Christ's judgement, bu 
rather the vindication of good over e v i l .  T. is the writer encourages 
his addressees by countering the derision of sceptics and anxious 
doubts of friends with an argument parallel to that of H is.i 1 . 
and V.IB,1 which has already been reflected in his thinking in 
I p e t .1:6,7 and 11:12. His whole approach to the problem further 

underlines the author's Jewish heritage.

1. Cf. 1 Enoch 1x and x.

;: -

an allusion to Isaiah l i i : 5  TdGc XsYCL Kdpuoc. Ac' &UOG Gu&i 
8vopA uou ToCg 6&vcow. This text from I:

was regularly c ited  in anti-Jewish apologetic as in Rom. ii:< 
in describing Jewish unbelief Paul w rites, 6voua toO (
61' bw&c 8AaapnucuTaL "COLE SOvcauv.  ̂ Consequently, i f  thi 
reading of th is verse i s  correct* the persecutors in I Peter 
Jewish rather than Gentile and th is is  a situation which is  : 
to that described in the passages in Acts which we have ju s t  
examined. Indeed, i t  suggests that the background to I Pete 
much closer to the conditions described in Acts than has hitl 
been generally accepted, and provides further evidence for b 
that the le t t e r  i s  addressed to a Jewish Jesus community in 

diaspora.

iv:5 xpuviL BBvTOE "vcxpo^c. The use of the verb or noun 
with the phrase "the liv in g  and the dead" was one of the ear 
expressions to become fixed in a l itu rg ica l or credal contex 
terms of the l a s t  judgement.^ The same combination of words 
found in Peter's sermon to Cornelius and his companions in A 
which is  s e t  within the context o f the early missionary act: 
the Judean Church. I t  indicates once again that the origin  
thoughts in I Peter are to be found in the formularies and t  

of the Jerusalem Church,

The exegetical crux of vss 5 and 6 has been debated by s
3down the ages. Some argue that e ls  ToChro Y&P vcxpoCs s 

refers to Christ's descent into  Hades and His preaching to t  
in i i i : 1 9 ,  for , i f  there i s  to be universal judgement, then 
people must be given an opportunity to hear the Gospel, The

1.

2,

3.

Cf, 2 P e t .11:2; J a s . i i : 7 .  See also B. Lindars, New 
Me, London: SCM, 1961, pp. 22-24.

Cf. Rom.xiv:9; 2 Tim .iv:!; Jas.1v:l2; Barn,vii:2; Po 
11:1; 2 Clem.1:1,

For a resumS of the various views, see J.N.D. Kelly, 
mentarv on the Epistles of Peter and Jude, BNTC, Lon 
"81 ack, ppTTTTTTT?: ,
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iv:"IO (be xaXoL oLxovcpot i s  very reminiscent of Lk.xii :41-44, In 
th a t  context the question of the fa i th fu l  and wise steward is addres­
sed to Peter personally, although i t  i s  c lea r  th a t  the answer has 
a general applica t ion as re f lec ted  in Mk.xi i i ;37,  "And what I say to 
you I say to a l l :  Hatch". The thought of good stewards also r e c a l l s  
the peculiar  Lucan parable of the Unjust Steward, Lk.xvi:1-12.

i v : l l  t w  ToSotv GoEADTcaL 6 eeAe 1s very similar to the saying 
of Jesus recorded the Matthean source Matt,v:16. I t  may be based
on an e a r l i e r  Jewish idea expressed in the  Testament of Naphtali 
v i i i : 4 ,  " I f  ye work th a t  which is  good, my child ren ,  both men and 
angels shal l  bless you; and God shall be g lo r i f i e d  among the Gentiles 
through you, and the devil shall f le e  from you"J This text was * 
probably fam il ia r  in the ear ly  church as i t s  l a s t  phrase is  quoted 
in James iv :7 . Similar teaching appears at I P e t . i i :1 2 ,  where the 
context i s  much closer to  that of Test. Napht. because both writers 
have 65vn in mind. On the other hand, the 6%npoo8cv %0v 6v8p6r&w 
of Matt ,v:16 and the context  of  I P e t . i v ; l l  appear to r e s t r i c t  i t  
to  t h e i r  own people. Possibly the author is a lluding to  two separate 
log ia , one dealing with the Gentiles and the other with the believing 
community. Both are  typical examples of Jewish beracha which i n ­
volves giving i i i o  to God, and th e i r  occurrence in th i s  l e t t e r  once 
again r e f le c t  the writer's Jewish heritage,

iv:12*-19. The new beginnig after  the doxology o f the previous verse
f i r s t  led R. Perdelwitz^ to suggest t h a t  i : 3 - i v : l 1 was o r ig in a l ly  
associated with an act  of  baptism, while i : l f  and iv ;12-v i l4  were 
l a t e r  addit ions to turn i t  into a letter*  for in the f i r s t  part the 
addressees' suffer ing  is  regarded as " p o te n t i a l " ,  whereas in t h i s  
section i t  is  " a c t u a l " A s  there i s  no textual corroboration for  
such hypotheses, they have not generally been accepted by New Test- 
ament scholars.

1. As t rans la ted  in APOT I I ,  p. 339.

2. R. Perdelwitz, Die Mysterienreligion und das Problem des 
1 . Pe t ru sb r ie fe s , 'Giessen: TopeTmann, 1911, 3prT4'::rTBT

3. For various hypotheses concerning the genre of the l e t t e r ,  
see pp. 19-21 supra.
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i v : 12-19. When the author again speaks of exu l ta t ion  in the midst 
of su f fe r ing ,  which he now describes as a f i e r y  t r i a l  in expectation 
of the Parousia , his thought is  s t r ik in g ly  pa ra l le l  to the Q passage 
in Matt .v :12; Ik . vi:23 as well as Rom.vili:17; 2 C o r . i : 5-7; P h i l . 
i i i : 1 0 f ;  2 T im .i i : l l ;  Heb.x:32-39; xi:26; x i i i : 1 3 f ;  and J a s . i :2 .
Such p a ra l l e l s  show tha t  these ideas about the su f fe r ings  and u l t i ­
mate v indica t ion  of  the be l ievers  were a common theme in primitive 
C hr is t ia n i ty ,  which various wri te rs  developed in t h e i r  own way. A 
good example of th is  may be found in Paul's development of the theme 
in Rom.viii:18-25 and Co1.i:24. Selwyn^ believes that th is  para­
doxical interpretation o f  persecution as a ground of rejoicing was 
a routine topic of a very primitive catechism. It  was probably 
based on the Jesus logia and the apocalyptic b e l ie f  that terr ib le  ' 
sufferings and persecutions would precede the " last  day", so that 
the occurrence o f  such f ie r y  t r ia l s  augured well for the coming of 
the Kingdom. However, we should reckon with the p o s s ib i l i ty  that* 
as they are reported, these sayings themselves may r e f le c t  the in­
fluence o f  the persecutions which induced the need for sayings of  
Jesus on th is  subject. As a background to th is  New Testament teaching,
W. Nauck' has presented evidence to show that the heroic attitude of 
rejoicing a t  being made to suffer in God's cause was well established  
in la ter  Judaism. I t  was inspired by the cruel but glorious ex- 
periences o f Maccabean tim es..  The parallel between I Peter and 
Wisdom i i i  which refers to the Maccabean struggles, i s  particularly  
close. Clearly, this i s  ju st  the sort of material one would expect 
the Jerusalem Church to ass im i la te  and r e - i n t e r p r e t  in the l ig h t  of 
i t s  conviction of the imminence o f the End and the second coming of 
C h r i s t ,  who Himself had suffered.  The i d e n t i f i c a t io n  of Jesus with the  
"Suffering Servant" and the  la t i e r ' s  u l t imate  glory would a lso  con tr ibu te  
s ig n if ica n t ly  to the injunction: xdpcre. From there i t  would be a small 
and logical step to include i t  in i t s  catechetical instruction.

1. Op. c i t .  p. 450.

2. W. Nauck, "Freude im Leiden, zum Problem e iner  u rch r i s t l ich en  
V erfo lgungs trad i t ion" , ZM  46:68-80, 1955.

3. Cf . 2 Mac.vi:28-30; 4 Mac.vii:22; ix:29;  x i :12;  J d t . v i i i :  
25-27; W is .i i i:4 -6 .
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Throughout this passage in I Peter, we find various words and turns 
of phrase which r e f le c t  the Jewish origin of the teaching which the 
author presents. For instance, in the LXX version of the psalms,^ 
avGLGCCecv in vs 14 i s  frequently used to describe the insults  
heaped on God's people. In the New Testament i t  has a lso  become 
associated with the Indignities which Jesus had to endure.^ Yet 
crowning a l l  th is  suffering is  the w/rd paxdpiou They are "blessed" 
&TL T& tMs 66Sns xot T6 %cD 8eoO nveOpa 6@f GwoE avanaudTau. This 
d i f f i c u l t  Greek phrase is  reminiscent of the LXX version of Is x i:2  - 
Mot dNanaJoG%ai 6%' o&tbv nveOpa %oG 6scQ -  and Is. I x i i l  - Dveupa 
xupfou 6%' The author was probably also influenced by the
thought that the presence of God was marked by the manifestation o f  
the Shekinah - na âw Further, the admonition to "rejoice in so 
far as you share Christ's sufferings," in vs 13 re f lec ts  the kind o f  
thinking expressed in  2 Macc, vi:12 -  17, 30f and in 4 Mace, ix: 29 -  
32. The members of the Qumran Community have a similar attitude  
to suffer ing, a lb e it  under d ifferen t  circumstances when they sing,
"For I know Thy truth and I choose Thy judgement upon me; I delight  
in my scourges for I hope for Thy loving kindness.,.Thou hast not 
fa i le d  my expectation, but hast upheld my s p i r i t  in face o f the 
s c o u r g e " A n d  again, "The scorn o f  my enemies shall become a crown

c
o f  glory, and my stumbling (shall change) to everlasting might".
In vss 17-18, the author c i te s  Prov,xi;31, "If the righteous is  
requited on earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner!" to 
drive home the contrasting fates  o f the obedient and disobedient in  
the judgement of God. Such thoughts of judgement f i r s t  fa l l in g  on 
the people o f  God, the sanctuary and the priesthood are also expressed 
by many prophets^ and are, therefore, together with the teaching of

1, E.g. (p x l i : l l ;  l iv :13 ; lx v i i i :1 0 .

2, See Matt.xxvii:44; Rom,xv:3; Heb,xi:26; x i i i :1 3 .
See also J. Schneider, V, pp, 238-242.

3, See 0. Moody, IDB IV, pp, 317-319. 4. 1QH Ix;9-12.

5. 1QH ix:24. Cf, 1QH xi:8; IQS iv:18-20.

6. See I s a . x : 12; Jer .xxv:29; Ezek.ix:6;  Z ech .x i i i :7 -9 ;
Mai * i i i : l - 6 .
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