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Dataset preamble 

This data complies with ‘FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data management and 

stewardship’.  

Two datasets, one from each tertiary hospital in Johannesburg have been combined to one large 

dataset. Data has been deposited in a trusted repository to allow for accessibility and reusability. 

This has allowed the data to be linked and improve the cumulative power of this research. 

This dataset comprises longitudinal data collected over a 25 year period (from 1989 to 2014). It 

covers the periods prior to and post ART initiation within our setting. It was initially started by 

Dr. Alda Vermeulen and completed by Dr. Nina Diana. We have continued data management 

over this period, kept all variables constant and ensured all data has been checked for accuracy. 

We request that should anyone wish to utilize this dataset, we are consulted for view to 

collaborate and request acknowledgement for dataset use. 

This data may be used in future publications by the authors. 

 

Datasheets 

Two ‘Final minimised datasheets’ are included. One of the entire cohort and one of the subgroup 

of patients with an extended laboratory and clinical variables. 

The ‘raw datasheets’ are locked and held by the University of Witwatersrand’s’ Research Data 

Services Librarian, in charge of the repository directory.  Additional measures have been taken to 

de-identify all data to reduce the risk to the participants. The following data has been removed 

from the ‘Final minimised datasheet’ as it has no bearing on the reproducibility of the statistical 

analysis of the paper: demographic data including sex and race, hospital where the biopsy took 

place and actual year the biopsy was performed (pre- or post-ART rollout are documented). 



Access to the ‘raw datasheet’ and corresponding data key will be provided by the University of 

Witwatersrand’s’ Research Data Services Librarian upon presentation of a clearance certificate 

from the Human Research Ethics Committee of University of the Witwatersrand (Medical). 

This data may be used in future publications by the authors. 

 


