country values to the demands of 1life and lave in the city
end seems to believe, with Leah, that "money means power"
and that power i5 to ba attalned at the cost of values such
as justice and loyalty. On the sxis of "seeming" Xume has
completed an apprenticeship which has constituted him as "a
man” bubt, as his acceptance of his “"boy" status on the
minss indicates, he yat has to fully understand the real
nature of his relationship with his conditions of
exigtance. The narrative presents Xuma with a fourth, tinal
trial in order to acguire that knowledge; Sjakkie in Die
Ongerfdes, however, ias not given that opportunity and,
although deaigneted sz "'n man" in relation to Sanna, to
Japie, to Paantjie, finally is no more than "'n kind”" in
socfety, That Sjakkie's idealogical identity remains that
of “kind" in society, functions as proof of his “non~
knowledge" gained about his true conditions of existence,

4.2,7. Settiny the scene (2)

At the point where it appears as 1f Xuma has becoms fully
and happily assimilated inte city 1ife a process begins
whereby Xuma's new knowledge of himsel? is stripped away.
Daddy is killed, Eliza deserts him and Leah is arrvested and
sentenced to nine months imprisonment. The city, Xuma's
“opponent® as given to him by Leah and Daddy, seems to have
g0t the bettsr of hin, Par from Xuma completing & positive
apprenticeship, it appears as if he has become the victim
of the city like Daddy before him but also, if differently,
like Eliza and  Leah. Xuma's initial feelings of
displacement and alienstion return but, whereas those
feelings proviously were due to his newness in the city,
they now, ironically, constitute him 28 a full member of
his community:

v1.Days had rolled tnto nights and nights into days.
411 dreadfully monotonous and tiring. And he had felt
like a stramyer in a strange place, He thought of the
night he had gone to the house that had been Lesh’s.
He had left his room and walked slowly. And people had




greeted him for he had become a citizen of Malay Camp
and pecole showed it in their eyes... (MB p169)

In kesping with the actantial configuration af a negative
apprenticeship the opponent at this low point in Xuma's

appeara d and the donor or helper
sbzent., However, Paddy intervenes, not only in &n attempt
to lift Xuma from his depression, but also in order to
donate to Xuma the value of freedom of the mind, of freeing
oneself firstly J{a congciousness from the yoke of the
oppressor:

You must be a man firat and then a black man. And
if it is so you will understand as a black man and
also as a white wan. That is the right way, Zuma. When
gou understand that you will bs & man with freedom
inside your breast. It is only those who are free
inslde who can help free those around them," (MR p173)

Although initielly sceptical, Xuma is inspired by Paddy's
uords ts him and ontortains a vision of a world where
“pecpls were people. Not white and black people. Just
people.” (B pl74} In the thrall of this vision not only
Xumn's “wscret rosentment againat all white people” (HB
P174} dissppesrs but also the dichotomy betwsen the "evil®
city snd the “good” countryside is abolished. In Xuma's
vision

Paople worked side by side and the earth waa cheerful
and rich and yielded a fat crop and there was food for
everybody and work for everybody...And in the cities
too it was wo. People worked. People ate. People were
heppy...And above all this was man. Man the
individual, strong and free ond happy, and without
colour. Han alive. Pushing out his chest and baing
proud. Man in hia grandeur. (MB p174)

t mowning, "reactlon" (MB pl76} to this vizion sets
in and the difference between Xuma's dream and the reality
of the sltuation leads Xume to feel that "he hated all




white people and he hated the Red One" (MB pl76}.
Nevertheless, Xums feels driven to te’l psople sbout the
idea of "man without colour" (MB p179) and his interaction
with Paddy prepares him for his fourth and final trial.

4:2.8, Xumals Finel frial

Xuma arrives at work the following night to find that the
mine roof had collapsed at a place where both Xuma end
Paddy previously had warned of danger, trapping Xuma's
friend Jobannes and Chris, the white overseer, inside the
mine. Xuma and Paddy go down the mine and come up bearing
the bodies of their friends. The death of these men, one
white and one biack, killed together in their attempt to
save the other niners, convinces Xuma finally of the truth
of Paddy's werds. Xuma emerges aa the leader of the workers
and caila for a atrike until working conditions ere safe:

Xuma Pelt geod suddenly. Strong and free. A man.

"We are men" he shouted. "It does not matter if our
aking are black. We are ot cattle to throw away our
lives. We are menl”

“This is & strike!® the manager cried. He pointed at
Xuge and shouted: “You will go to jail. I have called
the police! They will be here soon!" (MB pl81)

Paddy, too, feels that Xuma has become "a man® (MB pi8l)
and follows hia lead, thereby demonstrating that he is

prepared to accept black leadership beocause he ia also "a
man firat" (HB p1BL). Although Xume runa away when the

police errive, he passes his final test and returns, in
solidarity with Paddy and the other workers, to the police
stati In with the knowledge Xums hes gained,
¥nowledge of himself sz “& men" firsy, Xume has a vision of
& new life, not anly of himself as the epokesperson for
black people, but also, as articulated by Maisy, of a
degree of personal happiness within ths injustices of
society:




"I will weit for you, Xume, If it is a long time or a
short time I will wait for you. I will wait for you
until you come back to me. Then we will make a home
where there will be much laughter ‘.d much happiness.
Do not fear thet I will see others, You are the one I
want and I will walt for you every day and every
night." (MB pi84)

4.3, gonglusion

Xuna’s emergence as a working-class lesder in & working-
class struggle forms a stark contrest to Sjekkie’s

submission to the powers that be in Die Opterfdes, Xuma
fulfills his role as a working-cless leader because of his
i of i bescause he has freed his

mind from the fatters of the oppressers. That "only those
who are free inside...can help those around them” (HB pi73)
is given to Xuma by Paddy, the donor in Xuma's
apprenticeship, and it is in finally accepting Paddy's
beliets that Xuma fully completes his transformation from
"a boy" {even a “boss boy") te "a man". Once Xume has
attained this identity Paddy is depicted as prepared to
follow Xuma, not lead him, and Xuma can proceed to fulfill
his task in the class struggle as donated by history,

However, the "weight" of the text's enabling theme of
apprenticeship has the effect of undermining "history” as
the underlying donor 1in Xuma's appreaticeship. Paddy
donates "the right way" to Xuma, the value of being "a men
firat" (MB p173). Xuma finde the right way and frees
himsel? from the oppression of “colour”, submitting (im
Althusser's terminology) as subject to the Subject of "Man
without wolour”, This Subject the text simplifies to "Man"
{"And above all this man., Man the individusl, strong and
tree.,." - MB p174), Thus Xums’s attained knowledge o1
himself as "a men”", the sign that the text's enabling theme
of apprenticeship has reached its formal conclusion, is not
s know'edge of himself as part of the working olass (he is
not Interpellated as "werker"') but a knowledge of himself




"E will wait for you, fums, If it is s long time or a
short time I will wait for you, I will wait for you
until you come back to me, Then we will make a home
where there will be much laughter and much happiness.
Do not fear that I will see others. Vou are the ane I
want and I will wait for you every day and every
night." (MB pl18d)

4.3, gonclusion

Xuma’s emargence as & working~class leader in & warking-
class struggle forms a stark oontrast to Sjekkie's
submission to the powers that be in Die_ Onterfdes. Xuma
fulfills his role as a working-class leader because of his

ion of because he has freed his
uind from the fetters of the oppressors. That "only those
who are free inside...can help those around them” (MR p173)
is given to Xuma by Paddy, the donor in Xuma's
apprenticeship, and it is in fipally accepting Paddy's
béliefs that Xuma fully completes hiz transformation from
“a boy" {even a "boss boy") to “"a man“, Once Xuma has
attained this identity Paddy 1s depicted as prepared to
follow Xuma, not lesd him, and Xuma can proceed to fulfill
his task in the clacs struggle as donated by history.

However, the “weight" of the text's snabling thems of
apprenticeship has the effect of undermining "history" as
the underlying donor in Xuma's appreaticeship. Paddy
donates "the right way” to Xuma, the valus of being "e man
Pirst” (MB p173). Xuma finds the right wey and frees
himself from the oppression of “aolour”, submitting (in
Althusaer’s terminology) es subject to the Subjeot of "Man
without colour”. This Subject the text eimplifies to "Man"
("And above all this man. Man the individual, strong and
free...” - MB pl74). Thus Xuma's attained knowledge of
himeelf as "a man”, the sign that the text’s enabling theme
of apprenticeship haas reached its formal conclusion, is not
8 knowledge of himseif as part of the working cless (he is
not interpellated as "worker”) but a hknowledge of himself




"I wiil wait for you, Xuma, If it is a long time or a
short time I will wait for you. I will wait for you
until you come back to me, Then we will make a bhone
where there will be much laughter and much heppiness.
Do not fear that I will see others., You are the one I
want end 1 will wait for you every day and every

night.” (MB p184)
4.3. Conclusion

Xuma's emergence as 2 working-class leader in a working-
class struggle forms a stark conirast to Sjskkie's
submission to the powers that be in Die Onterfdes. Xuma
fulfills his role as a working-class leeder because of his

ion of consc » because he has freed his
uing from the fetters of the oppressors., That "only those
who are free inside...cen help those around them" (MB pl73)
is given to Xuma by Paddy, the donor in Xuma's
apprenticeship, and it is in finally accepting Paddy's
béliefs that Xuma fully completes his transformation from
"& boy" (even & “"boss boy") to “a man”, Once Xuma has
attained this idemtity Paddy is depicted as prepared to
follow Xuma, not lead him, end Xume can proceed to fulfill
his task in the class struggle as donated by history.

However, the “weight" of the text’s enabling theme of
spprenticeship has the effect of undermining “history” as
the underlying donor in Xuma’'s apprenticeship. Paddy
donates "the right way" to Xuma, the value of being "a man
first® (MB pl73). Xuma finds the right way and frees
hinsel? from the oppression of "colour”, submitting (in
Althusser’'s terminology' as subject to the Subject of "Man
without colour”. This Subject the text simplifies to "Han"
("And ebove all this man., Man the individual, strong and
free...” - MB pi74), Thus Xume's attained knowledge of
himgelf as "a man", the sign that the text's enabling theme
of apprenticeship hes reached its formal conclusion, is not
& knowledge of himself as part of the working class (he is
not interpellated as "worker'} but a knowledge of himself




as "an individuel", "strong" and "free". In this manner the
text pushes towards a bumanist discourse, placing "Man"

"above all thi above people, and placing the
of individual i before and above
collective working class resistance. Although Xuma's

transformation empowers him to act in soliderity with his
fellaw~workers, the text's realisation of what it takes to
be “a man" privileges the neuessity of a “free”
consciousness above the necessity for class struggle to

transform the lives of the dispassessed.

That Xuma engages in the historicaily given imperative of
the class struggle at the close of his apprenticeshir thus
comes to function as "proof” of his attained "manhcod", not
as o constituent part of "knowledge of self" to be achieve?
by workers in & capitalist society so as to enable them to
free themselves from the oppression of the division of
labour and its hierarchies,




CONCLUSTON

The analysis of Die Onterfdes revealed that ite vercejved
“menslike" ion of the imp hed Afrikaner is,
in fact, ideological, producing the subject of the
Afriksans worker in the interest of the doninant social
Porces, tha white bourgeoisie, in South Africa. In spite of
its ettempts to create & non.contradictory Pictive world
populated by the fictive representstives of the poor
Afrikener, the text itself displays the limits of ivs
ideological programme, demenstrating that by assuming the
idecsogical idemtity of “witman", the Afrikeans worker
remains subjected to the representetives of the dominant
forces in  society. Although the text shows the
effectiveness of christien beliefs combined with capitalist
practices in constituting & "witman", those beliefs and
practices sre also displayed as ineffectual in empowering
the poor to transform the conditions of their existence,

The conflict between Dig ' realisation of its
ensbling theme of apprenticeship (which censtitutes its
protagonist as “'n man") and its ideological programme
{which constitutes the dispossessed as "kinders") expresses

& problem, not a solution, in relation to the divisien of
lebour in society. Hine Boy proposes a solution to that
problem: the i ive of race, must
struggle in solidarity against the oppressive ecenomic

structures of society. Then workers, black and white, will

truly be “men”. However, Ming Boy too displays the limits
of its ideological project: its utilisation of the theme of
apprenticeship constitutes its protagonist as the subject
of a humsnist diseourse, not of history, net of the class
struggle.

Die Onterfdes inadvertently diselays the contradictions it
intended to conceal; Mine Boy involuntarily conceals the
true relations of existence it intended to reveal. Until
the ocontradictions in society have been overcome in
practice, ideology will continue attempting to conceal all




trace of oclass domination in society. Even a proleterian
povel like Mine Boy is not exempt from its effects.

. i
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