
country values to the demands o 
and seems to believe, with Leal 
and that power is to be attainee 
as justice and loyalty. On the 
completed an apprenticeship whic 
man" but, as his acceptance o 
mines indicates, he yet has to 
nature of his relationship

' life and love in the city 
, that "money means power" 
at the cost of values such

i has constituted him as "a 
his "boy" status on the 
fully understand the real 
with his conditions of

existence. The narrative presents Xuma with a fourth, final 
trial in order to acquire that knowledge; SJakkie in Die 
Onterfdas. however, is not given that opportunity and, 
although designated as '"n man" in relation to Sanaa, to 
Jnpie, to Paantjie, finally is no more than "’n kind" in 
society. That Sjakkie'e ideological Identity remains that 
of "kind" in society, functions as proof of his "non- 
knowledgv" gained about his true conditions of existence.

At the point where it appears as if Xuma has 
and happily assimilated into city life a p: 
whereby Xume's new knowledge of himself 
Daddy is killed, Eliza deserts him and Leah i: 
sentenced to nine months imprisonment. The 
"opponent" as given to him by Leah and Daddy, see 
got the better of him. Par from Xuma completing 
apprenticeship, it appears as if he has become 
of the city like Daddy before him but also, if differently, 
like Eliza and Leah. Xuma's initial feelings of 
displacement and alienation return but, whereas those 

re due to his newness in the oity,

positive

tiring. And he had felt

. . .
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greeted him for he had become a citizen of Malay Camp 
and peo.ile showed it in their eyes... (MB pl89)

In keeping with the actantial configuration of a negative 
apprenticeship the opponent at this low point in Xuma's 
development appears overdetermined and the doner or helper 
absent. However, Paddy intervenes, not only in an attempt 
to lift Xuma from his depression, but also in order to 
donate to Xuma the value of freedom of the mind, of freeing 
oneself firstly In consciousness from the yoke of the 
oppressor:

"...You must be a man first and then a black man. And 
If it is so you will understand as a black man and 
also as a white man. That is the right way, Zuma. When 
you understand that you will be a man with freedom 
inside your breast. It is only those who are free 
inside who can help free those around them." (MB pl73)

Although Initially sceptical, Xuma is inspired by Paddy's 
words to him and entertains a vision of a world where 
“people were people. Not white and black people. Just 
people.* CHB pi74i In the thrall of this vision not only 
Xuma's *secret resentment against all white people" (MB 
pl?4> disappears but also the dichotomy between the "evil" 
City and the "good” countryside is abolished. In Xuma’s

People worked side by aide and the earth was cheerful 
and rich and yielded a fat crop and there was food for 
everybody and work for everybody...And in the cities 
too it was so. People worked. People ate. People were 
happy... And above all this was man. Man the 
individual, strong and free and happy, and without 
colour. Man alive. Pushing out his chest and being 
proud. Man in his grandeur. (MB p!74)

The next morning, "reaction" (MB pl76) to this vision sets 
in and the difference between Xuma's dream and the reality 
of the situation lends Xuma to feel that "he hated all





"I will wait for you, Xuma. If it is a long time or a 
short time I will wait for you. I will wait for you 
until you come back to me. Then we will make a home 
where there will be much laughter < d rauoh happiness. 
Do not fear that I will see others. You are the one I 
want and I will wait for you every day and every 
night." (MB pt84)

4.3. Conclusion

Xuma'a emergence as a working-class leader in a working- 
class struggle forms a stark contrast to SJakkie's
submission to the powers that be in Die Onterfdea. Xuma 
fulfills his role as a working-class leader because of his 
transformation of consciousness, because he has freed his 
alnd from the fetters of the oppressors. That "only those 
who are free Inside...can help those around them" (MB p!73) 
is given to Xuma by Paddy, the donor in Xuma’s 
apprenticeship, and it is in finally accepting Paddy's 
beliefs that Xuma fully completes his transformation from 
"a boy" (even a "boss boy") to "a man". Once Xuma has
attained this identity Paddy is depicted as prepared to
follow Xuma, not lead him, and Xuma can proceed to fulfill 
his task in the class struggle as donated by Aistory.

However, the "weight" of the text's enabling theme of
apprenticeship has the effect of undermining "history” as 
the underlying donor in Xuma'a apprenticeship. Paddy 
donates "the right way" to Xuma, the value of being "a man 
first" (MB pl73). Xuma finda the r'.ght way and frees 
himself from the oppression of "colour", submitting (in 
Althusser's terminology) as subject to the Subject of "Man 
without colour”. This Subject the text simplifies to "Man" 
("And above all this man. Man the individual, strong and 
free..." - MB pl74). Thus Xumti's attained knowledge 01 
himself as "a man". the sign that the text's enabling theme 
of apprenticeship has reached its formal conclusion, is not 
a know'edge of himself as part of the working class {he la 
not interpellated as "worker" I but a knowledge of himself
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aind from the fat

leader in a
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it is in finally accepting Paddy's
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apprenticeship. Pa

apprenticeship has 
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without colour". This Subject the text simplifies to "Man" 
("And above all this man. Man the individual, strong and 
free..." - MB pl74). Thus Xuma's attained knowledge of 
himself as "a man", the sign that the text's enabling theme 
of apprenticeship has reached its formal conclusion, is not 
a knowledge of himself as part of the working class (he is

but a knowledge of himselfinterpellated



individual", "strong" and "free1

in solidarity with his 
.on of what it takes to

That Xuma 
the class

imperative of 
iticeship thus





trace of class domination in society. Even a proletarian 
novel like Mine Boy is not exempt from its effects.
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