what the tiwe is, and Lights bum in the cells twenty-fosr
hnuzs a day. James Kamtor, accustawed to liring by the
clock,  was whén he how
slowly ‘ime passed in the priscn. He zelates the following
incident, On the Eirst moxnirg of his detention, whils in
the ewercise yand, Rantor asked
"By ﬂxevuy,whatisthst{mplenﬂs" "mm's
the huxy?! Bedent asicsd with a snear.
gm: a train s mr.ch?" {oee) sura::sugood,
reflected, ult:haughhehadmﬁzsei

ﬁ:a e, A e o sk, swecoing v
m’m e e tatatwa
Ast,

Balf
pored end if ‘things

rats Ivould certainly be able to cope for a few
(Rentor, page 44)

After lunch and the afterncon exercise peried, Rentar
discoversd by looking at the warder’s watch that it vas
1140 am.

15 that the ight tine?"

"Yes, wiy?"

[ it ot ko, wve had Dwech already,”

'!mdxi.satll)ﬁurdwﬁm:atz"hsmpuad
T ves sbeolutely Could this this bo tme,

the maming was no iore than half oves and
‘ad. certain that it was alveady

md-afmumn
(Ibid, pags 48 - 48)




First soon realised that there ave disadvagtages in
heving & watch, for ehe could see how tite was physically
efuein; to move faster. She had to wock out a nev system
of kecping tive in accordance with prisen xoutina,

day shart
(0P cit, pege 58)

Fer detainees held in solitavy confinement, time £S
ot awe both torally meaningless and tha must méeningful
aspect of their lives. By focussing on time, they minage
o survive, .

At the beginning of hem book, First tells how she
changsd  fram an active *vertical® person to a “hoxizantalv
person - the bed in her cell wes her confortsble
sanctusry,  Sleep and privata thoughts kept her sane,
Ustll such time 82 the interrogetors and feax of the
Anterrogetions began intruding on her pivate thoughts,
she wes confident of remaining strong and silemt. Iates,
loneliness and fostration led her 4o engage in aecdotal
conversation with her gaolers. With the xealisation that




she. was talking to them about herself, First began to
suspect that she was losing contzol of her sapity. After
the police releaséd her and immediately re-arrested her at
the expiry of her first 90 daye,68 Ruth First opted to
lose control.

Left to face my second round of ninety days
T was filled with loathing and bitterness.
(--.) I sat on the edge of the bed, still in my
navy outfit, and shook with sobs.

(op wit, page 112 - 113}

in protest against her redetention, Ruth TFirst
decided © to embark on a hunger' stzike.69  This was
different from the type of hunges-strike described by
Bosman in . Cold Stons Jug and from Lessing's anorexia. - In
retrospect, she writes E

this was no time, at the end of ninety deys
spent " in solitéry, to. embark upon & hunger
strike, . {...) I did not offer slarmingly overt

8 to regognize the effect solitary had -

me. T suffered no claustrophobia, no
ringing in the ears, no voices coming from the
walls, no nightmares, no double: vision, no
hallucinations. -  Digorientation was, calmiess
itself, ' without my knowing the ' extent of it,

1 .was lopely, I was anxious, I longed for human

company . K

(Ibid, page: 115)

She could 4o 'longer maintaln her ‘strength, physical
or emotional - she was no longer able to sleep at wiil,
and became ill.  The authorities allowed her persomal
doctor to visit her and he prescribed sleeping tablets.
Some time lafor, when her resistance had worn down even
further and she worzied that she might betray her comrades
by making & statement, she wrote a note to her mother,
children and husband, and swallowed 211 the tablets, On
his second visit, when he was .summoned to examine her
after her suicide attempt, the doctor said

"You don’'t think I/d be so foolish as to leave

you with that size dose?”
(Ibid, page 132)




in the cell; now it had
amess T had nansea, and

fdeut, 3.3, Vikior! )
revealed pothing of her political nvolvenent, 7+ but
dighemenrabile. - She writes of her feelings
| daigaly self-directat.
Jedt -back from & precipice of collapse
' worsa than ever. 'L ves by

» a statement, even

( Interrogaiion) were for other pedple, and
that T vas diffevant and oould try my own way?
{Ihid, paga 129) .

She falt emous guilt o having bagn to hresk doa

under: pressuze, and to desl with ik
mmmmlymam'm,bﬁmeldmva
nyself wed, and as the txnest ta
anyene viho vas intevested that I had not let the

Becurity Branch have it all theix om vay.

{xhid, page 130)

ghe is referzing of comwse to her wsccessinl
suicide atterpt.

First seemed to belleve that her suicide wald assure
tier comades that she had not betxayed them. Howaver, to
those outsids, ler suicide might have meant exactly the
opposites  that she hed made a statement and could ot




with. her It is
that she makes this comment, It is commomly speculated
that detainees who commit suicide do 50 as a.result of the
guilt at having betrayed comrades.

After the failed suicide attempt, known only to First
and her doctor, the war on her nerves was intersified. As
she knew they would, the Security Police demanded that she
be more specific and ing in her They
coustantly threatened to charge her and hinted at danger
for her femily. They tried to manipulate her into buying
her "freedom with a statement. Then suddenly, unexpectedly, '
on day n7, thsy released her.

why 1 was released. Perhaps they
use didn't ™ haye enough evidence. Perhaps th
theix minds that I would not calk

= all.
(Ibid, page 144)

The way in which Pirst describes her rélease mirrors
the - way in which ‘the . releas¢ bappened: suddenly and
unexpectedly,  She waé sure, though, that "it was not the
end, that they would come again.® (Ibid, page 144)

In the closing pages of the bock, in describing the
events prior to her release, Flrat’s tone & increasingly
angry. and bitter. Phrases like "psychological torture for
the benefit of sclence’, “like liztle Bichmanns®,
sanswerable for nothing” (page 135) reflact her anget.

Her self-disappointment {s dealt with homestly: she
did not 1like the idea of her vulnerability -and her
inability to survive unscathed. But she accepts that it
existed and that she was pitting it agsinst enormous
brutality.,  This honesty makes First's bock extremely
valuable as representative of a genre - it helps readers
{and foxmer/future detainess) to realise  that
volnerability exists in the strongest, and it has to be
admitted,  Admitting vulnerability does not mean betrayal
or fallure, but i an aid to an honest understanding of
one‘s experience.




First ends har bodk with the words
fuen thay left me in my own house at last I was
covinced thet it wes mot the e, that they

would cone again.
(Ibid, pags 144)
she left Stuth Africa cn en exit pemit in Maxch 1964
. three momths after hex relesse en 3rd Decesker 1963.

She wots and published 117 Tays in 1963, .awd later
Beltish mﬂqmﬁm

Honald Segal yrites in his preface to Fisst's bodk

Those guards of the: South Africon vegims did
again . not_ sweggering in'thedr unifomis
ot in 8 'sesxingly sife package which had beeh

trested to blow her apart.

' puth First wes killed by a parcsl bawb in Mosambique
It hws besh epecnlated that this vas the'anly
ey in vhich the Soith African governoent coild £inally -
ollence hex - bamings, deténticn, and ultimstely, self
imposed ‘exlls i mots stop hex €xan Sighting far Freedom
in South Africa. Bew detention, ‘despite its imediate
effect  of  precipitating an emwtigpal’ . Iweakdom,
m&aﬁdhﬂmgnlva‘uﬂgavammaﬂgyh:berh
fighking spirit. :
ruth Pizst is only one of several South Africans who
ite of thatr experiences In detention in the pericd 1960
to 1963, Hyma Blwbexg, a Cape Town jounalist, was
2 syspathiser with -the PAC
Cape. Tovn at. the stext of the 1960 energency, and was held
in & commal cell with eight other wanen. Hex bock Miite
Mada is the caly oms of 21l the bodks in this category
not bamned in South Africa, and is the cnly ore that deals
lunkeng

pezsonal parspective then does First. Hemmejor focus is
on the amll child she left at hame in the care of her




hlack domestic worker. She wes worried that her husbard,
Fen Mackenzle, also a joumalist, had been detained as
vell,

Blmberg’s experiences differ from First’s in many
ey, e was mot held in solitary confinsnert, which
Rith Hirst vas, asd she was mot allowed access to her o
doctor, which Pirst was; the prison doctor ignored her
complaints. - Bluberg wes allowed visits more Erequently
than was First. BiE, in many other vays, thelr experiences
wers very eimilar, Both womén describe the usa of prisan
Jabour, - the attitwles of their intarrogatozs and the ways
in which they recetvad medical help only when an the verge
of nervous coblapué, They were both glven tablets which
wers ostensibly t6 help them: First used hevs in a sulcide
attenpt,

Hummbery describes . the use of convict labour within
the pistfi: - colowrsd wamm prisoners wexe himiliated by
ths wardresses wieh thay came to clear avey the food txays
of the vhite vomen detainees:

Lopiuhe flicked hahnmq\nhemrdyatme
women’s buttocks as

‘(Riltg Modem, paga 69)

First. illustzates the differences in the treatment of
shite ard black n her descriptions of how prison labour
is used. Whlte women priscners are not expected to do
more then meke thelr beds and sweep -out their cells:
black priswars polish the floors and any shiny objeet
that is not shiny encugh. They are roquired to do auy
jobs the werders deem nscessary. First wrltes of this in
despatr:

ke any white South African medsm I sat in
bed eam m:nLng and Africems did the cleaning

(09 d-':. R )




She describes the manner in which the wardresses
abused the prisoners, by yelling at them and laughing at
their movements as they slipped along the corridors on
cloths and polish. Black women detainees are not waited
upon.  Ellen Ruzwayo was expected to clean her own cell,
evanh after major surgery. Her fellow-detainees offered to
help hexr, to the chagrin of the wardresses.73 .

One  of the differences between First’s and Blumberg’s
books is in their ideological perspectives. ° But the
similarities in their esperiences as white South African
women journalists who had left their children in someone
else’s care while they were in detention are remarkable.

Alble Sachs (Jaillbiagry) and James Kentor (A Healthy
Grave) wea;e also detained late in -1963. Both memoirs
offer useful comgarisons:’ with. First’s 117 Days, ‘as they
deaX with  the same pericd. Sachs, a Cape Town advocate,
was detqi_ned for 168 days from Octaber 1963 and Kantor was
arrested: soon after Harold Wolpe’s escape in August 1963.
The three writers communicate with one another through
their mpemoira: = erperiences are shazed and events are
backed /up by all three. First knew James Kantor only as
the brother-in-law and colleague of Harold Wolpe, and she
knew of Albie Sachs through Communist Paxty circles. - Hex
eventual access to reading and writing materials was as
a -result of Sachs’ application to the courts; First only
disgovered this on her release, but nonetheless meritions
it ¢hronologically in her book.

First was perturbed by Kantor's arrest, as she knew
him to be a flamboyant, fun-loving Johannesburg attorney,
politically inactive, . and very diffevent from his
brothex-in-law.

James Rantor, from Monday to Friday attorney, in
the courts and corridors of the magutrates'
courts, at pocialite
Hartebeespooxt Bam ...

(117 _pays, page 43)

Thie description matches Kantor's own.




with the other Rivinia accused. He was in detentimn at
Mershall Squave and Pretoria Central, wtllr he vas
roleased on bail. The judge in the Rivenia Prial, Judge
gmum,mmmmmmmmx
the trial, as he sSaw no reison to contimse holding him
Kantor emigrated to England vhere he died in 1974. His
accomt of his prism esperiences ({and the events
preceding them) is in some ways as Elanboyent as he ves
reputed to be; S.tisapu:ﬂda‘lmﬂ\;impgmpmmd
copies of headlinea and discl

the soxt which are absant from othar accounts: Hmavanr,
the bodk - is - significant in that it containg & fivst-hand
account of ‘the: Rivonda trial and brief autcbiographical

detatiel for his sctivities, (sachs’ father, Sally Sadhs,
wan the chabmen -of the Gamment Werkess' Union, sid hed
been . bannsd mofmaatmevammnyad:edhmeum
mqm:d) Albie . Sachs, liks Ruth First, had been rmised
in ' a commmist family, and had strong boliefs about social
infisticss, e too, wemt into exile in 1965, after
o hecond tem of datention,  Jall Disgy ves weltten
smindisbaly after his releasa in 1964.

Sachs desscribes his mamdane activities in prism in
a lohapter entitled "A Doy inmy Life", a lengthy pleca.
o vould sweep and pillsh, flush ble tollat, fold his
bmnhats, sleep, sing, whistle, and play word gamws. He
Qtboovered that he could make tontact with other detainees
by vhistling, but tells how he vould nake a point of
vhistling enly at specified times of day, and managed to
convey this to the others by refusing to answex thelr
whistled responses uotil evening. Sachs invented a rumber
of other divarsicrsry games, sost of which ha derived from




playing with his food parcels. Ris other major activity
wag  running. Instead of pacing in his cdll likm the
“ghory-bock priscnere’, he used his exarcise pavicds to
nm;  oa his relesse, he ran six miles from the puisam in
centzal Capa Town to Cliften Beach, whieie he plunged ingo

the icy watex,

Sachs relatss how he had become so accustaied to
soLitary confinenent without resding and writing metexials
it inen he xeceived thess as a result of tha momentous |

Juigement, ™ he vas unshle to do anything with thems !

e paper i dazﬂmlywlﬁhemdmwhxﬂis :
a pancil. . ™o my -
Eingers. Imstnsaithmmdnmﬂ Izesl:
my hendon thé ped and walt for myﬂ.ngas

stact moving, smldxw:inemynme Put
would be eilly. Should I draw mm:hing?(..q
'ﬂmiti:x a\ﬁn%u) black bleb.

Sachs” ves nct caly wnméeustonid to wrtking; B ek
terrified that ho might xeveal - simething to his
intetrogatotd abut his thoughts and fes)ingd Hsiongh is
atribblings. He‘msowmﬂelmdbyww«m
mdmtutﬂmthamﬂdmdmeamqleﬂﬂa

Iike Fitst. Sachs wes ta:pmdmsperdmotms
time aslesps m,mmmmmmmm
caly atnight. e

Slesp is a xafuge, for my anguish is during the .
axhavstad by constant at during




Be related armk%mmmyumdmly
aftar doing something goal-
arotier siniladity inﬂmnamitﬁcfsudumﬂl‘l:sh
is the desime to te of their. expexiences, ~Sachs
yevesls that he yanted to write'a play, Flxst.a navel.
Where Sachs is mrestrained in lila desfre to let the vorld
Jmow about Wie experiences, Fizst is weticent, thirking
that. i she were to write anel

the characters
in herole meald {...)
poisn cella and Gepe T wes again, geappling
\dﬂxlifsinaps;jl-l
(137 Bava, page 71)

Sacha’ d!azyﬂ :earmm for tkamga,andhu
been perfoméd’ several times in Egland.  Ruth First

£k,

Dempite the { imilapitiss s the shared fpertences,
First mmwmm&md{ﬁmm
23 alresdy medticmed, Eh:sterﬂa‘.lhaf\@amj.:asahmpﬂy
and as wexpectadly e shs vas relesssd. Sachs ststchos
out the ending mednhisai.xﬂ.\snmtothase Ha
rites “simply ‘T em fres® dnd gbes ‘cm to'tell how it
happemed. - Unlike Fixst, who Joel that she would be
mw,mwm ’

1 have won and thay have"lost ¢, ¢
(il Biacy, page 277)

Eammta‘dlﬂzdia:ymmgivhqe:@init
details of his six mile o, a}/ at\:snﬂmtodeuﬂin
indfcative of what be had i forced into doing
throughout. the 168 days in solitary confincment. Bis nm




and his ewim in the loy Atlantic were the first phases of
Sachs’ catharsis from his imprisomment: writing the book
was the next. .

211 the writers discussed in this chapter, and others
not mentioned, wrote their memoirs fox both personal and
pelitical xeasons. The political reasons are clear enough
« they aim to inform the world about solitary donfinement
in South African priscws and to equip future detainess
with eurvival strategies. Th personal reasons are more
difficult to decipher.  Perhaps writing is cathartic,
perhaps it helps ex-detainses to readjust to normal
living.  There :re no simple answers in analysing this
kind of writing.
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Chiapber Four

D ¥ zwslenke’s Robben Tsland is a Hletlonalized zemoir of
life o the notoricus prism island just off Cape
gown.!  welooke’s bodk differs from most of the prison
meterial disuessd so far in that it makes a conscicus
clain to be Hetitions.?

5:: variang mﬂmlbavsmtha\itasawuﬂc

1t is 28 if ho has taken gemine historical incidents and
simply weitten them diwm, reporting them as atcwmtely as
if in a newspaper. Meny of the events and incidents he
Qescribes sve similacly deseribed in other books about
impriscment. on the Teland, such as Indres Naiddo’s Island
4a. Chiaing® and Hises Dleninis Hell Hole.*

Gf the avallable materfal on Robben Idland,
gwelanke's novel has been chosen for a nurber of reasons.
Picgtly, its claln to bo fictitioum provides a Ermmwork
for literary analysis which mey be missing in a Demoiy.
Secordlly, weloke wes o member of the Pan Afrlcenist
Congress  (PAZ). This is significant in a discussion of
Roiben Jalrd &8 meny of the prisners on the Isiend in
tha 1960s ware membars of the PAC, not the African
National Congress (BNC) which is the crgenisation with
widex recognitian today.?




Ricieackd " established 2 tradifg statitn on the Isdand in
the 1som,mﬂm:hm,mmmuseassuumm
‘st mp:um the igland has had a varied history

7

the island fxom 1652 to 1965.
be Villiers describes how the island has been wsed.as
wading station, hospital, lwpatic esylum, lepex colony

a0 pelson. . T+ has 2lways been used in o of two veys:
aithar as a distant location from vhich natursl mescurces
ate ipported,? or as a duping ground® for society’s
umented.  Peopls who could mot ba dealt with or
scccmudated  dn normal" daily society - such &s luatics,
lepers end convicts - wexa banished to the island, where
they were out. of might.

Thare are at least two uuyso!visvdmzinfwsm
conditions on the island: Erving Goffman’s “total
institaticnt 1s one way, Michel Feucanlt's *pamopticon” is
anothar.10  The physical constwuction of institntions
and  otaff residences on  the island is swh that
twenty-four hour surveillance of immites by persomnel is
alveys possible, and the isolated piece of land provides
for camplets cantrol in a complets warld.

“total institution’ as an

in the same
authority.
vg aaily




(Beylung, pags 17)

He describes as well the ways in which institution

ipstitution is & system that provides the personnel'with a
memns to contimie their chservation of the immtes even
mmmmmmmmmﬁnm.n

De villiers’ history fits best into Goffmm's mdel;
although clafiing to be presemting ) cbjective social
history, he pEesants the total institution fxom the point
of view of the island's persgonel. ‘This seems to be
2 omsemence of his writing about ‘the history of thoss
‘heraic’ South Africans who made the island institikions
gossible.

His accomt is Blased in memy ways: Co Villiers
ignomes the fact that the island mey have besn utilised by
ivhahitants of South Africa before the arrival of the
settlers,’? fignores  the existence of those peopls
ampubere on the muboontinent, and gives all the aredit for
its discovery to the eaxly Foxtuguese explarers. fa
redits Dutch and Eritish salloxs with the development of




the island's natural Tet in his
he describes a Mumlim shrine, the exact history of which
is wiknom, “hurled in the sands of tims [and) it stands
today a8 a memoiy of a bygone age* (page xi).

Do Villiers has used archivel documentatica to
deweribé  the island ‘and its status as ome of the
foundations on vhich the refreshment staticn st the Cape
was' b+, swhat prior to van Rishseck's arrivel.13
25 edrly as 1611, it vas décided to send Dutch cemvicts
fron Holland o the refresiment statian; these convicts
left the mainland ‘for Robben Island in the hope of
establishing their o comenity. They survived off the
islard’s wildlife - vainly seals and hirds - and began to
cultivate thelr om erops. This comunity seemed falrly
comtent il the island itself becams a rulrestment

station. e doss not raveal what happensd to the camvict
commmitty.

De Villiers hypothesises that had it not been for the
island and its natwrsl resources, settlement.in the Cape
would have teken at least amother Iundved -years to
accomplish. © Frem 1652 - 1662, wost of the food eaten in
the new colony was provided by - the island. -Sheep and
Goats - sere tred there,  Stmategically, tha settlers
rogaxded the -island as a potential refuge should the Cape
Eottentots attack them.  After some years, a lighthouse
wes built on the island to guide shipe inte Teble Bey; it
was built from shells and lime indigencus to the island.
In additfon, ven Riebeeck nsed the island's lime for
tuilding in the Caps.
| he grester pant of De Villievs' bock deals with the
‘o sanatoria established on Robben Island from the middle
of tha last century: fivet a leper colony and later
a Jumatic asylam.

Ba eaxly as - 1662, when van Risheeck loft the Caps,
the island’s potential as a prison wes noted.




and shells for Lime.
{De Villiers, page 26)

At that point, the prison population consisted of
soldiers and Hottentot glaves who had viclated the riles
of e colany.

In its middle yearwld when the island ves uséd As
4 prism by the British settlers, Fobben Island’s bedt’
o prisoner vas Makhana, - also  krow as Mwle ("the
left-ended®), a:Ehosa prophet from the Grahametown avee,
Melhars wes incarcersted bn Robben Tuland, from vhers he
escaped. Ha drowned hefots he could reach the matnland.

Makhan was regarded as sn hevole figure by thie
Mhosa, not cily becanse e his impriscrment, but hecavse
of uis estaps, A mope vecemt popular consclouaness,
Mekhana and - his deeds hgve becane closely linked with'the

and Roiben Jaland has becone videly Know as
Makteria’s ‘Teland, Makdina's inprisorment, and the reascna
for it, are a paxt of a coutinyel history of resistance in
South Africa. - His memry gives legitimeay to thé
conkinnity of the striggle of black people £rau the early
years of whita settlement to the presemt.

Raben Talend has been continucusly used a8 & means
to remve mwented pecple fm soclety. In 3530, the
governmant zemoved the sick inhabitants from the island
and sent them to Pretoria, By the outhresk of World War
IU in 1939, the Soath Africen Dofence Deparment bud taken
over the island and was preparding it as a foxtress to
quard the Cipe and Teble Bay against attack by the eney.




1n the 1950s, the island was given o the Seuth
Africm navys parscored.,
vho lived thers until 1965, whin

as pri have
aiand since dc lesst 1963.%
moﬁdﬁulsxﬂdﬁ‘hﬂm

oo ‘eea only read Deelerks, Neddw, Dlmini, of
Mﬁwmmtmqmumuuve

giills - tanght on tha!.slandis?hﬂh:ea!d.\'gofsmnesm
he quezrys

pe Villiers ends mmmdwmmm
for gost people it caly begins. B text le sovely
lacking - it wuldhavehad!nﬂ-ﬂimlymvi_lu&mdha‘
chogen tne:p]meﬂucaneptnimmaumﬂminaiﬂiet
the lspar colony qtdyamﬂlasy&m,urﬂaeeifacuqf
institubion 1ife on he island pacsomsl.

Bacause o{ﬁasummnﬂm&mls&mi'smy
and its significance mmsmedayscuﬁx}\iﬁm, it has
mmmﬂnmﬂesotumd;ﬁsmmmm:am
history of Eobben Tsland from their experiences a8
invates. mmxctmaﬁﬁﬁea"hiswdmm"(mmm

pavratives extensive meferences




e Pen Africanist. Congress

1 Chapter Thees, the policies end activitiss of the
Soutn Africen Commmist Party (SACR) and AT were
outlined. This chapter deals with the history of the PAC.

i PAC wes established n 1959 by fomer active
saibers of the' M, who vere dissatisfied both with th
influence  of - the Conmmist Farty @ the AN erd its

politics;
Mm&w&amhfmmwm.

wen Iodgel? .distinguishes the BAC f£rom the B in
& ‘mumber of vays. e claims that the PAC yas identifisble
by its steident thetoric, i appetite for confrontation
ard &, . Eace-conscions- idsology, Ha postulates that it was

did ot unda:staﬂi ﬂﬁ‘mlpl@itmoithemtsandlm
amm,mmm&mandﬂmpw. B
mmmduapwmamnamm. Ths
founders were ANC members (e.g. Scbukws, Mothopeng,
1gkallo, Reboroke} W, dnzl.ﬂl!thslsﬁns,adlﬂedmme
os acceptable’ (ulthin the ANC) idelogical toemd of
Thay vegarded themselves priparily ag
*Blacks": thelr notion of racial

class  stwuggle.
rparists®, tha iradicals® weve mdey the influence of the
hite dominated SACF.




Initial manifestations of dissent began in the ANC
Youth Iesgue. Fotlske Leballo, Zeph Mothopeng, Peter
Raborcko and others were among the-teachars who had lost
their jebs as a direct comsequence of having participated
in the Defimnce Campaign.!® Unexployed, they harboured
hitter anti-ANC/Defiance Campaign gowiges,

feballo lamched a journal colled “Ihe Mricanist, 2As
its remdership and nuber of contributars incressed, so
the Africanist fackion within the Youth Lesque gained mare
support.  The were militant, "and
aggessive.. They wers determined to win over all blacks
to their cause and raise popular copscionmness so that the
blagk population would act to fres themselves of white
dominaticn,

Robert Mangallso Sokulwe, a lecturer in Afmican
Jenguages <ot the University of the Witwerscnd, vas
elected presidant of the Afzicanist Sactien. Schive’s
raclal views ware ot as simplistic as thoss of savg of
the - other bat hle was
to achicwe goveimment by Africais fon Africans. He
belfeved that it wes Inpossible for whites to ovs loyalty
to Arica within the prevailing system. He balleved that
for .a take-over to be successful, whites hud to relinguish
all thetr righta in Africa. '

Throughout the 19508, thare was tensicn within the
NG between the purist Africapists and those edheting to
the policy of monanclalisn antlined in the Freedom
Charter. ) npy 1953, the situstion had deterdorated
veyord the ‘point of negotlation, and the Africanist
faction left the A and formed the Pan Africanist
Congress, under the presidency of Somkee.  The
organisation aimed to recruit 100 000 members by the
middle of 1959, but by the end of the year they had
achieved less then & third of this tapget.

Initially, memborship wes low and strategies were
confused and poorly administered.  They were, however,




adamant that they would resist apartheid through repeated
acts of civil discbedience, avoiding any recourse to
violenve. The PAC’s first major reslstance strategy was
the ‘setting up of a massive anti-pass campaign.

The ANC had aisb planned such a campaign, but in
a different, more organised way: they had planned to
conduct anti-government demonstrations on symbolls days
such as Netional Women’g bDay {Sth Rugust) ' and South
African public holidays such as The Day of the Covenant
{16th December, .now knoyn as the Day of the Vow). They
spread leaflets, . pamphlets and ran public awareness
programmen and aimed ultimitely . to introduce industrial
ang trade union action instead of civil disobedience,

The PAC, however, was olear in its aim of promoting
only wivil disobedience, Their plan was that, on
appointed days, all Africdn wen were to leave their passes
at home and present the to police ions for

arrest. Wotker-gtayaways. were organised for these days.
The aim was to employ such actions repeatedly, so that the
organisation would gain increasing popular support,

Naively the PAC visualised an independent black South
Africa by 1963.  Yet their following was significantly
large only in Veresnlging {Sharpevills) and Cape Town
{Nyanga}. .

Lodge comments on PAC policy thus:

The PAC was a populist movement, led by men who
had  an  inadequate understanding of  the
complexity ~ and . atrength of the political
i and social they sought to

estroy. : '
("Insurrectionlsp in South Africa", page.1ll)

The most significant -event in PAC history, an event
which precipitated widespread .bannings, arvests and
increased state repression, was the crisis at Sharpeville.
An anti-pass civil dischedience action was pianned by the
men of Sharpeville - the women were instructed to remain
et home.20




Sharpeville was a tightly administered ‘*model®
township, housing -black workers in thé Vereeniging area.
Bs a result of caraful state administration, the ANC had
not  recrulted a Bignificantly large following there
However, by 1960, unemployment, forced removals from the
older township and general discontent left Sharpeville
ripe for politicisation,  PAC populiet penetration was
particularly successful. The recruitment success in
Sharpeville was in contrast to their efforts elsewhere
whére the PAC were generally overshadowed by the ANC.

Sharpeville's preparations for the anti-pass campaign
were . Offleially, 1lle’s BAC
wag only 150, but as preparations for the canjpaign

support i rapidly. The campaigs took
the form of bus boycotts, work stayaways, plckets - &il in
response to specific, local conditions in Sharpeville.

On  21st March 1960, in response to Sobukwe's call for
an anti-pass day, a crowd of about 5 000 people gathered
outside the Sharpeville policé station, prepared té hand
themselves over for arrest bevause they were not oarrying

their passes.

Approximately 300 policemen were on duty at the
scene. They allegedly became frightened at the size of the
orowd .and began shooting randomly and Lndiseriminately
Most of the 69 Head and 180 wounded were'shot in the back,
ovidenca that +hhe crowd was not attacking the police, but
fleeing from them. As an immediate result, Vereenlging
was plagued by strikes and ' stayaways, until after the
30th March mash funeral, when people began slewly to
return to work. The police action at Sharpeville and the
deaths there assisted in the breaking of PAC activity in
the Transvaal.2l

The government imposed a state of emergency, invoking
the 1953 Public S$afety Act, and banned both the PAC and
the ANC. In addition, Sobukwe was axrxested (he had given
himself up to the police as part of the campaign), and
effectively, the organisation was leaderless.22




Tt wes at this stage that both the ANC avd PAC
adépted violence as the ocnly means t comtinue thedr

By 1961 - 62, the majority of BAC leedérship was in

in 1960, BAC activists had changed their policy end no
longer oubscrdbed - to  peaceful demomstration - they
pesarted o violent action, . This oo Yesulted in the
imprisoment of EAC lesars, In Mugust 1962, sevaral of
thoss arvested diring “the dnti-pass dewmstiations ware
teleasad ‘fred prison, o8 they bad not been’sintenced to
oy temme.’ They tled "South Africs, and zegrouped in
exile in Zesothio, fmﬂ:qrwﬂdnptapmtsmsum
africa while banned.

Duitng 1962, FAC. activity “became  inmreasingly
viclent, with sttacks on poilce stations; post offices,
plaed  to kill indiscrininately &s mamy whites es
possible, GRtil thelr dremm of independence vas. attained ~
they beliaved this wouldl eccur by 1963,

Iodge Brgued that after gtiampaville, the stata of
emargency which was declared *puived on the iergece of &
vapiety of other 11legal organtsations - all Linked efther
to the PAC or thé ANC. One such cognisation Vs Foqor
which is a Xosa word meaning pare.  (Ledge describes ¥ozo
as tha BAC equivalent of Ukhonto we Siawe, the arred wing
of the ANC.)

The tem 'po' was originally ‘veed in the AXC to

congtant  interception of stvategles and led to many
arvests, 23




ey vere Jarger in Timber
then’ Uikhanto we  Sizwe andhadgak\aithed.memmot
a mass movenent., )
Poge used many slogans -mthanmmm:m
alae in omx land”. Ereadon wn\:ardalenemdmt!;;
v

their slogens.

Pogoactivity wes st itz telght by 1963, the year
eammaried by  the PAC for independenca Tnstirvectidnary
activity ocntimed wokil at least 1966, by vhich time

of PAC activists were sexving tgmns on

the countzy. Tom Todge claina




of the PAC -and makes extensive yet indirect veference to
ks policies and actions.

Mear the begimning of his novel, he describes how
resding aamcazaapaschmdabysmmmmédm
o the sifuation in the countwy.

It eemmd to me that the attitude of the

Africaniet pecple not of African origin




(two years) after the adti-pass campaign, Scbuke wes
detatned on the island for six yeave beyond his scheduled
releass date in 1962.

The of of priscnars
én the island was not conaistents leadexship was lsalaved
from vank end £ile, but PAC and ANC prlseners were held in
the smaie cells. In addition, cowmn-law [wisonexs,
sentenced for mtrictly driminal and not political actitns,
wexe ixbed with political Tt physical
lepdseape of the island s such that the architsctuzal
lay-out coild have alloved for separation of the diffevent
groups of ‘priscerd. However, the prison anthorities bad
several: imtentiona in hvxmmting all the priswess
‘togethen. N

Pizstly, the islend as a prison conples, yemoved form
the eus of soolety, imponstusble by dmmstzatoss,

to the . of (o 50 the
antliorities hoped) end virteally - ingossible to. escapa
£rom, vas an ideal location fox a prison whs~s an inhimene

regize could flourish. ' Prlsmers toald be subjectad to
long howes of barsh physical labour, beatings, borbirs)
igvlabion; deprivation of Yood and wamm clothing, Gt of
ﬂght-mﬁmmmymﬁmm-ot
a higher authority. (Aﬁdavu.lien!put!.c,'tha
prisomacs were not in publdc view, and they could serve
thelr terms of hand lsbour taxdensd by chalns clamped
aroimd thelr wrists and ankles.' [op cit, page 26]) It
was nbt until late in the 1960 that “outsiders” such a5
the Progressive Party's apdnsnpamm on prisons, Helen
Sozman, and Red Cross
organisation ware allowed to visit Robben Isiand and
inspect: the conditions there.

Secomily, the pysical costmcticn of the prison
carpile, the quarcy vhere the prismers broke stones, the
methods of searching for oontwabénd, the isclation cells




and the mixing of commn-law and politicsl prisoners
enzbled ﬂspnsmpmmnltammamwgmcmml
over the immates.

Foucauit,?! in bis thetry'of the maturs of prisms;
Glatns thet the idesl priscn - £rom the perspective of the
geoler ~ is-coe where' the prisoner’s every nove can be
cheerved.  in addition to the constant survelllmoe within
the prisen, Foucanlt poiats cuit that some canvicts are won
over to e side of the authorities and spy o thelx
follow-immebes, - Ho- suggésts that this process cdutinues
outside the prisam, “smelmt_!of\ﬁathemn

- *dlincuent: ulass é used- by the police 0 keep
watch over othevs. - -

On Rokben Isthitseel!ﬂlatmecm\ceptof.m
e categoxy of pdsaﬁa against ancther was carefully
planidl’ * Dissent' betien PAC and ANC members was
desirable -~ it "afoded” pesistance. The comma law

convicts, ‘eften notorfiously ‘violent and gemevally not
- politicised, wete, used to * digrupt the activities of the

political px:k.emsra rhay often ill-tysated the
politicals with the sipction of the wamders - for exampls,
participating with thé vaxders in the torturing *of

Bowever, accarding to both Indres Naidoo and Moses
Dlsmini, and to.a lesser extent Zwelanke, thiis particular
state strabegy did not always work; - instesd, Soveral of
the comen lmW. prisoiers (weferred to gevewelly by the
Robben Mmmm'-mm")mmmm
o Join either the ANC or BAC on thelr release.




thers s political activists, until the authorities
vealised their folly avd remwed the cpnwicts back to

medniand prisons.
In additim to the yixture of convicts and political
prlscrers, the sithoritis hoped to cmpate tenslon batwesn
the . PAC and the EAC, by placips them in comumal cells.
I the early years of the island prison, the mjority of
* political priswers sggs PAC activists, commmbering BC
(Naideo,

comitment to their struggle of botl, . As tine passed and
the EMC becimm less active (Erom 1966 cmwanis) tha profile
of the prison population becams increasingly ANC.
swelonke’'s bock covers th earlier pericd - from the
eixly 1960s. Zwelonks is the pecudonym of Dan Miluli, now

exiled inCansda.?® B wes a member of the PAC during
the mt:.-ggaz ompaignaxﬂmmrqmaenrlyyaaﬂotm

Hoth bodm are fuxther bumed under Section 47,
paxagraph (6) Of the same act which states that they are
prejuiicial to the safsty of the ctats, fts gmeral
welfare, peaca, and omar.




Bocks about Febben Taland ave thus reganded as
and ane  worndars
whether this iz because they reveal the haxsh conditions
o thy islond and the insptitude an the rpart of the
authexities, o whether it is their information value for
potential island prismers cn how to survive and cops with
1ifa on the liland. There is cbvicusly a realisation that
the bodks will be used as political -sloganeering, t0
comvey political messages dnd prowote ideclogies abhorvent
to the state, Bocks about Rekben Teland remain largely
syelonke’s . bock  begins with an esplanation and
jum.fk.aﬁmfnrm’.mm

Ihadnever»dsiﬁdtoulkabmm

vemt:

{op cit, page 1)
o:ﬂmmmmﬂva;}mmmmuﬁemm
isliand, he ucltess

e mmmmmmpum let him go
there and £ind cut.
(Toid)

owelanke’s introduchion suggests his insecurity at
writing about his imprisomwent yet acknowledges that the
cathartic pocess would be beneficial. There is as well
a sense that he would be able to veach pecple who were
genuinely interested in Robben Teland, its history and its
Irmates.




I did not fmow whon T should address.
mﬁm,ﬂm::kmeumls clu:gyr.ha
ar

He emhasises that he wes ot prompied, to write for any
peason other than as an owtlet for his fimstraticn:
This haheL\otﬁ:umt{m zhaddscsdadm
Yar my mouth fram » story. of
placa. Bntlamgni.nqtowxita t,itis
easior that way. It has besn a closed
now I am opening it.
(Ihid, paga’3)
swelaika’s decleion to writs a fictional work exposes
his bok to literary - eriticiem. 38 a litesavy work,
however, Robben Jgiand attracts negative comment. It is
struoturally weak, the language is strwined and wntidy,
‘the style inomsistent. C J Driver, in his azticle
*Ite View. from Makana Island: Some Recent Prison Books
£rom South Airica®, quotes & friend as eaying
a8 Utertume it is mothing ~ m:,m,isit
doommentery politics!
(ndvee,pgaul
* Deiver has listed several failings of the bodky it
is bedly writben, is riddled with clichs, tha plot lacks
eontimulty, episodes are unelabed. The chéractexisation
chavacters {(and the author) assume.a msber
of itconsistent identitfes. . Ore is never swe who is
talking or whoss view is being pwesented. Themes are
kat ot Iwelonks tells too
mich apd soetimes not  enough.  %a bock seers
directionless.
And yet .. -eod yet ... and yot ... [tlhero is
a rawess, a direct = accuracy which
mither local failings nor the of the
pock 28 a whole can chscure. (...} it is not




fhe parzative is go sad, so painful, so brutal. His
weiting shout the agony of incarceraticn cn Rebben Tsland
is clearly mwwmﬂmmmmo!
a work of "literature”.

Hobben_Jsland has two narretive elaments:. Bwelonke's
perscnal ad  the iy acomats
anecdotes fort ome elememt  (despite his claim to be
prodneing fiction) and the story of Bekingl ancther, The
*story® of Robben, Jsland is ag followss

Bekimpi, also know a3 "mweli®, 0 is a PAC lsader
who became politiclsed as an adolescent while sarving
prison tems for s variety of eriminal offences. After
Bekimgi jofnsd the FAC he gave wphis criminal career and
was 66 longex kuown es "Bra Hlack® the toughie. Bekimpi’a
story is melated by Danny, convicted with him.of carrying
ot BAC activities.  Danny weaves the stomy of Bekimpl
into the narrative othﬁm(expeﬂ.mﬂasmdﬁumﬂ
o tw aps betayed by a comm friend, Chi, o avolds
imgriscroent,  Becauss Pekinpl is a lsader, be is held
separately fram e wejority of priscnecs’ most of the
tima, but -is octesionally ® trmsforted to ‘the regular
cells., . Ho and Damy swop'tales and hare experiences,

conversitions with Demy, After stwo bine, Bakinpl is
approached by the varders and offered rewards and

yeduction of, sentence 1f he betrays his comades. Ho
efuses and ' is held in the punishment cells oo pmishment
diet. While serving this temn, he bagins to have dreams
and fantasies sbout life outside, and soon loses touch
ﬂmmmnmmmmummnq.m
majority of his fantasies are about waen, scne of vhom
were guminely part of his life, others the wives ax
girlfriends of his camwudes. ‘Tcoughost this perded
Bekinpl is mibjected to hmtal tortwe by the wadars,
witll he dies ~ hanging by his fest with blood and micus -
ozing trom his mouth.




Woven in with Bekimpi’s stoxy isa wealth of detall
about  1ife on Robben Island, the FAC, the convicts and the
warders.

The narzative Toves ¥ncomfortably between the all-
too-conseions  £iction of Bekinpi's story and the fax leas
conscious  autcblograghy. The wciting styls of the bodk is
Sar ‘less liboured in the astoblogrsphical sectioms.
Corpare for exuple the following twe passages about
tartoes :

e vgly ineident vhich took
place on the Island, Mr Mlambo, a twenty-year-
stretch man, a shoct man, wes wede to dig a pit
bi¢ enough to fit him. Toavare of what was to

he was . still digging. on when ho was




violence and hrutality may seem cbsessive: the entize
novel 1is ebmotured axoind the violeat behaviouwr of

varders - and criminal convicts towerds politicel priscners.
Viclence is & theme hé sustains thiroughout the book, fram
the moment . of Yia arxest, throngh the years on the island
il Peicimpi‘s desth on the £inal pagé: Tno all lterature
dealing, yith prison experience, the vicolence of either the

police or the convicts is a comion heme.

W isme of violwce iz however explicated most
fully 'in the Robben Island ltersture: ‘we sea far less
ovidance of police/pcison persoonel hrutallty and viclence
in i othier categories of meison Llterature, althoigh it
is alvays presest in scoe form or ancther, most notlcsably
in descriptions - GE the gallows in the Pretoria prison and
the intarrogaticn of dstainces.

Marture ‘of politicsl prisoners is not only brugal in
its physical menifestation. Tuives Maldoo relates an
incident; whera he and his compades were sumkmed to
feceive thelr Deepvail®l privileges ~ a lawe food
parcel esch - and told tat they had exactly thres uinutes
in vhich to eat. When they complained that they wanted to
feop the contents of the parcels with them, hoping to
distribute tha food amongst their cell mates, they wars
sumoned sgatn, and ordexed to eat everything at ane




sicting, In adiition, Naidco, who had heen a vegetarian
since the age of-four, was forced through circumstances to
eat meat., ¥ad he not cdme so, he vould have becoms
malnourished as a result of the infecior quallty of food
sexved ‘on Robben Xsland.

fhe poox food is only ome aspect of the inhuens
conditions on the island; Zwelonke end Maideo relata at
length thau they vers provided with insdequate clothing.
The priscnexs had no beds, and worked loaghowrs in the
quarry subject to severe abume by prison personnsl.
Zwelornks sustains the anguish of the prison conditians

Uroughoat. the novel..
Hs  trial, conviction and jowmey to the island ave

initdal acrival on the island is soon altaved when the new
intake of priscnera is deprived of their fizst mesl for
making tos Joud & naise in thetr cell,

Zwelatke's description of his emtions oo zeaching
the isiand serves to cawey ‘the syrbolic importance of
Roben Taland for political prisceers.




the physical layot of the. prison is described in
fins detatl mot only by Zwelonks, but by Naidoo and
Dlapinl as well, Evary inch of the terrein, the stmicture
of ‘the calls and the pathwys between sectlons are
mivtaly described.
lk_:;y»vm,:fnenwal;malm)mjnm:esﬂmcmwm,
who oftén collsborated -with the warders in abuging the
political priscnexs. (The story of Johnson Mlanbo, quoted
sbove, is one exmple of this.)
In Damny’s -opinion, the political prisoners wexe
from the . Convicts wers
genevally reganded as cuiminals; violent.and bimoral, The

politicll prismers - in ‘tetus of ‘provoking dissent
Yotwim PAC and ANC, in tams bf enforaing discipline and
N getiiing “xawples". The extémt to which this wethod of
neontrolt wes successful is queshionable.

2 'sentimed earliar, it Wes not wnoawsn for catwon
law conwicta to be seduced by the politicians: Bekimpl,
vhezo! of the sovel, wes politicised in this way. After
Bome  yemrs the anthorities beteme awaxe of the extent of
this process, and removed the “convicts® fram the island.
It is intevesting to cheexve that thay never had any feava
that the cormupticn® might take place in another veyt
they seem never to have feared that political priscners
wauld become common Lasy offendexs.




ey wers 1iked by the varders bec.use thay vere

(i, pagm 32

pwslonke Teveals that, apact frcm the single-cell
sédilon whers high prefile Jeadership \as held, cells were
inhaiited by approximdtely 70 priscners, slesping ‘on
qrata-repe” wats.  {Islend priscners did not hive beds for
hany years.) mmw—amwmcmmmmum
Waﬂ'ﬂrmi ) o

Then \ammaxedwemm::w:kbjﬂsasm_hxity
Reoonstad . New Prison. and Hiis one, in - i

peison buiiding,

{Tbid,; paga 12)

Foucault maintains that ¢ priscrs are gemexally
designed,’ built and xadntained i similar vays. Tt brings
nlformity to the surveillance system, &nd txeps the
prisoner intoa narow vey of thisking,

In his. discussion of’ thecau.s,nmmy(cbapazsma
swelorke essumes dn the' book) describes the differemces
botwesn the varicns calls and sections. T three celds
he' describes in greatest detail are the “University Call’,
the ¢ell in which ho was together with Bekimpl, and the
pmdstwent cell, or “huluku. e claime that his
grestest embition ‘on the island wes to study, and
therefare to be in cell Cl:




It was prior to his transfar to this cell that Damny
yeceived many panichments in the 1sclation section for
‘misbehavings when the convicts mede too much noise, they
ware sentenced to mesl stops and isolation; when they
tried to ave'd Wk in the quepry, a siniler pmisiment
wes dmposed. Bt 1t wes in the punishment cells, that
bPanny flest discewared that his friend and formex leadew,
Bekinpt, w28 on the island.

mealols has ot fully explained or explored the
relationsbip of the two mems | at fixst the parrator
describes Bekimpi as the township tough, and later as the
movenedfes. idealogus, | (s conversion from one to the
other 1s not exsmined:) He does not ever explain how they
developed a Exiedehip (instead he dwells unnecessarily on
Belopi’s Griminal past), yet portuays their relationship
as faivly olose u'dhmimtsbyﬁ-aw:sdleymﬂhupm
the sams csll on'the island.

From the cells, the prisners were snt ost ¥ wodk,
elthsr in the quarzy where they hroke large boulders into
aall stcnes ormthemrdadxgmﬁmmgwm,whem
théy were marched all fver the island clearing nible,
weed.mg gudsm and  generally working at any task that
néeded dofng, The convicts weve sent to the kitchens and
the wm,mummmmmmmmm
at the quaxzy.

Prisosers n the laland spesk, think and subsequently
writa as if their lives are centred on theix work., They
are forced to work at all tiwes, regardless of the state
of their health, the weather or holidays. Contrary to the
opintn of Sinon de Villlars, labour' on the island is
undane and unpeedsotive: it consists of bresking stones
or cleariny bush.

The quarry, where the majority of island prisoners
chop away meaninglessly fox years on end, is regarded by
melake as warse than Siberia or a Nazd coicentration
camp. It {a bleak, windy and dusty.




ook ageinst the edund of sea and wind and jeckliamers,
‘When, Dapryy was iyenaferred to the mdashespan,
mxda.d::q]abmm, l'nfah:ﬂlctﬁeet
n one of the marches of the Hedoshs, Spen, the
pwuam pessed a emall whits honss guarded by several
gentries. _ It'was the house in which Shuwe was detained
fnrt\msi,xyam:shewasm}:hﬂisland

Bobukwe.,
(Toid, page 39)

In : soma  ways, - Swelonke's.
welstionship betyeen Dy end Beddph, In tems of
Damy'ahemmhtp of his cawads, is 3ike that of the
zank and £ 9AC prisnars. to thelr deader, It iz almost
as if owelonks, through his characters Danny end Belkdmpi,
dmagines what might occwr if Sdmbwe webe with s
suppuTteTs.




comon  in tales of

stories. - They aim to teach, and to remember and henour,
yather than to eatertain, * (Thers are other entertaiments
cn the island apeit from atorytelling.)

The difference in Bekimpi‘s tales is that he begins
to Iive. the. lives cf his protagerilats, He becowes Muz,
sali, wwell; e dremws of many vomem, especially of
Momd,” who dled in an electric chair®? .zather ann
betiay fim. ' The story of Nompi‘s death gives credipility
o Beklspt ‘s amdness.’

v mia e a bitter yenory, one of which the mind
were afimid.

heart. of. Baldspl. ware
(iﬂ-ﬂd: page 126)

an all Bekinpi’s tales +‘before his removal from the
comipel - ‘call tp the *Ralukidn® — he presches the ideclogy |
of b BaC. He remains to the last Demmy’s mentox.

In addition to the learning ho was doing at Bekinpi’s
oide, Dwiy wes stodying Sommlly through & college. - Most
of the writers discussed in this stidy raisé the isswe of
furthering thelr ~education wiille in priseni Studiés help
% poismer to retain his sanity and alléviate boxedom.
Pucaticn’ on the islaid, howsvér, took place informelly
(a5 guted ‘earlier) as well as fomally. Political
prismers wewe often oguipped with a theozstical
sophistication that they did not have when fitet dixiving
af the isiand, Makena‘s University, them, is pot anly in
the Etudy-calls, but actually any point on the island
vhere leaming takes place. wWriting about prison, be it
Sobben Tsland ox elsevhers, is' tiy a degree an extensicn of
this process - it educates others dbout imprdscoment.
2pact fzom Intellectual stimiation gleansd through
constant debate and arquuent, the prisoners tried to
entertain themselves ard leam from thair lelsure. Those




prisers who attenpted studying were often thmrted in

their attempts vhen the authorities constantly denied them

permission or withdves it.

were stuck in the recelving affice,
paying the

My lectures
in my ‘kit.
Domelin

mnﬂy replaces intellectual stnqy with cultuzal
activity. At one poipt, Zwelonks meaticns a bock he found
in the prisn lbimcy: hé wes stimated not enly by this
ok (which be doas not: naie, bt describes as & histoxy
of Mlent Rome), but also by the Shusigant (sic) Bible.
mammtmthsmammmw- , marely
curious. He xead as mch a8 he could.

1bwghtn:mﬂergcmr.{nyo£thamud,
tool of our survival, focusing it e
ic principles.

His intellectusl pursuits kept him same. Beidmpl,
who had been in priscns since the age of 14, aithough
newer described as such, wes most lkely uneducated
(fomally). . There is an ungtated suggestion that Bekimpl
lost eombrol of his sanity parily becauss ha was denied
all access to intellectnal stimili. Bot ane is not surp
that he wanted these. Ba,malmdmled.vintsﬁnnm.s
family snd wes mostly detained alme. Fhile gthec
prismers  had  elthar iy  stidles or .their
ventarteimment’, he had cnly his dresms and his fantasies.
The other priscners were zble to xid themselves of
pyeical frustrations thoough ghysical labour; Bekimgl was
not mede to vork. Tn addition he was kept altematively
¢ . punishment: ratioms ox given specially prepared meals
which he declined.




Part of Bekimpi‘s story is the mamer in which the
island persomel tried to pexsuade him te betvay comrades.
Ho was removed from the commmal cell, placed in fsolation
and  inberrogated.  Van dar Metws, his J.m:scmgat.wc,
attespted to bribe Bekimpd with food.

6é men next’ door -got his foods

police.
(Tbid; page B2)

Pekingt - begtng o humger strike on his o, Tefusing
o be swm over with good food. His hunger is clearly’cns
of the explanatios for his “mind-drifts".

during . thy -33608,3 Both strikes wers effective,
although after s time victories faded and the situation
reverted to Its umml patbarn. he stxike Dae.'l.mhs
describes. vas the resylt of the discovery that priscners
ware deprived of adeqeate £ood because the vanders ussl
the mtions to fesd thelx plgs. .Thelr complaints vera nit

gt to the. pmishmet cells, Damny vas xegarded 28 ene
of the lesders hmmﬁmmm,mm
he could cheerve his friend.

When Damy ds in the commmal cell, he anr.lm
comades dlscuss Beicipl's plight, They analyse as well
the 1llnesses and deaths of fellow prisaners, generally




paying tributa to them in songs.  (These songs axe
distinguished from the songe asd msic intended as island
entartaiment.) The jraise-songs are about the herulsm of
cenrades  against,the brutality of the system. Most ofithe
gongs g i the cells at night were nationalist scngs,
sovolutiondty songs, songs to mek the end of the day.
g thing the werders could not effsctively stop was the
singing in the calls.?®

comamel cell ‘to, the extent that they elevate him to the
statns of the FAQ lesder Schxlow, and think of Bekimpd
while graising Schakwe in song.

The other types of SoNgR - SWmY n the island were

cork and wire he collected om the igland.

as alresdy mentioned, were xaxely

awarded - tiws the infonml jeaming taking place tlwough
entertaiment wes vital., The priscnars held dance clamses




paying trilwte to them in songe.  (Thesa sifigs axe
d:.mgmadfm ﬂmmuanamicmtmdswsismﬂ
entevtalnme t.) | The praise-sangs ara about the Herolsm of
compades  age it the brutality of the system, Mst ¢f the
songs dmy In the cells at night wers natfonalist scrigs)
revolutionhyy sangs, sogs o merk the end bf the day.

Bakdipis - “plighk distesses his cowadds ju the
comimal cell to the detent that they eldVate him, to the

statue, of the BAC lesder subume,ardmmkofnexdnpi

e othor typed. 6F songs ing on!the island vers
amm; the work sangs* . in- which prismaz-sabmrx:a
vexders’ in levguagdh infanilisk to the latter, ar songs
mmy a8 part of island entectalment, fslad entartatrent
ia Mmmuamawm
end dancing " wers . taughit, plays wexe performed and ons
voner™  parufactured 3 * mmiophone  from diy seawvesd,
zinc, ‘cork aml.wire he collectsd n the dsland.




paying tribute to them In somgs,  (These songs are
distinguished from the songa and music intended as isiand
entertainment.) The prajse-songs ave abdut the herotam of
comeaded against’the hrutality of the system. Most of the
gonga sung in thah\usatnightmnaﬂ.manstsmp,
Tevolutionary sengn,/hmgs to mark 45 end of the;day.
e thing the axdemmldmtaffecﬁvwlylmpmsths, -

material. food

(e, pags 35)

Bekitpi’s plight distresses his comwades in the
conmmel. cell to ﬂnamtﬁmtﬂnye}zwtehimmﬁe
statis "of 'the PAG, lehdar Sobulwe: and think of Bekimpd. .
while Fraising Sobultie ‘in sang.

) mmtypasnﬂmsmmmuhndme
eitliar the nnk songs 4 which prisonsrs Bkdsed the
warders - in ngmgan unfemtliar o the latter, or Songs"
suiu as part of lalend entertitbment. Zsland entertatment -
in linied to studyiylf as & thems of Bubben Tsland; singing
and dancing vens' thigitt, plays Wit perfoimed and coe
prisonarS magefhoid a eaxoghone fron:.drysea-weed,
metal, zing, md:"mi vd.m llaeouecmdmtka&ahni

mmmmrmmmn
(Ihid,wqess)

S




2 Chelstwes time, the priscners trfed to crestm
a spixit of good chedr ~ regardless of thelr ideclogical
differsnces, everyone cooperated, pooled their purchases
and staged concerts,

e effect of the concerts, ‘apart from entartaining
mmmq,mmmfeen@s of nostalgia ard
intenes. longing for hee.

Bme of the prismers escape tisss foelinga by
fantaelsing sbout life at hame; i the other books
discussed, Nemy of the fantasies ave tranaformed into
storles. Saptasy, dve:ss and praise songs tend to xeplacs
stemytelling in Hokben Tsland Iitevature: Dlamind’s bock
is tted by “imaginary of his lfe;
; Swelonke recorts the lengthy praise’ sorgs thab.nve sung
mmmlymmeaammﬂmdmm.mm

‘omotled  chdractartention -mmmlmqa‘mdany
Of tha chapactscii:  Danny, Zeell, 3 Selkidpd, ‘Soli,
Thabo, Kpl, Thardf,  In the caffosite pickwme of then
all; we ses the hrutal effects of Robben Island on huven
batngs. g

In adiition to his portrayal of wedness, Twelomka
describes e lack of medical care en the fslands . sevemal
priscnens” dled. as A result of relatively mingx illnesses
wideh developed complications, Naidbo's hook corroboratas

2ppendiciria, esthma and, moxe seclc 31, tuberculosis
wre falrly cowgn. and often ignored Lr the island's
medical steff. Maldoo devobes mh Space to the attitude
Gf the taland doctor, chiefly describing his cruelty, Bt
he also reweels the doctar &g ocodsionally copasaicnate
in his emecdste of tha lashes he recelved as pmishment
for refusing to chey an arder.

S B A T




P, T oot o

(op it page 124)

In the imse of Bekimpl's tortws, Do doctyr wes
called in “to dedlare him it for toxtwe" nor to exmine
bim. Tnstesd he waz susperded from the cetling by his
feet, and ml«talywumhlemﬂasheammmabue
o€ ths tortuvers. e most *corpassicnate” conpent comes

{op ci, pegs 146}

The follawing sxming Beleinpl wes found dead.

. Zwslonksts  nvel, iIn meny vays .inadeguabe by

a}iterary* standaxds, bas ronatheless. coveyed its

message, Tt “he. “revealed the extent of the hxutality and .
inwoen poctites to which political priseners ave

subjected. . It is, despite ite #laws, and despite the

ainiladities and differences with other such bodks, the

most “poverful bock depicting priscm experience in South

Africa.

g
Ry




Chapter Five

Iiatde, I e to recoiar a semse of oy pecple
cutsida i South Rerica we anguae and orse.
qreat. desl o do through
dlotionaries and

the mouth ig social-hist place,
T pcialonstricel pa

Jeremy Cranip develeped the poems that apgear dn his
enthology Inside while sexving a seven-year sentence imdex
the Tervoriam Act.) A study of his postry - thematically
and tecimically - provides @n appropeiste medium for
deawing together the various aspects of swthl\mcnn
Lteratire wrltben in ox abowl fmpriscment.,

An illustrated in the quovatim shove, Cromin was
e Manmpmmmmmﬂmmuosm,
speach ‘and commmication - not cnly within the walls of
the prisan (the *inside" of his titls) but slso “cutsids"
in-a mti-lngual South Africa,

% ot actully zpeakzuiu,m:mmdu
Souesbat 1 nevex hud the’chanco of

(Tnterview, itiend 1984)

Cronin, & yomg? white South Africen academis, wes
amploved at the Tniversity of Cape Town when ho wes
amested and charged undes the Tecromism Act in 1976, X




Wistory. On 16th Jme 1976, the youth of Sowsto began
active peotests against tia fifericr education system to
which they were subjected. Thelr grisvahces were
initially expressed through protest marches, bub as the
protest grew and spresd to other parts of the comtry, the
action became inaretatogly violent and hicter.t
Ehortly after the uprisings Cronin was accused;
mgsam:uwx Pavid and Stsan Rebkin, of piinting and’ -
C priphlets. Thelx trial, whildjtodk place
shortly atter the first spate.of upisings, ves sewhat,

the past, withost mih satisfaction. Wis volwm of ©
ootcy, Ingide, s sbout béing in prison, growing vp and
living in souwth Africd, and about bedag in love in;this.
cantexts .
,Tha sntholoqy 1s ognised in aix cyeles, titled
*Igide®, "The Navel PBase’, "Ventira to the Intexiom”,
"Sme Ucertain Wizes", "Love Posus® and "Yslmpmedevu’
Sach ‘cynle containg poems based on a particular mobify the
poems in “Inside’, for example, refer directly to the
ghysical ewpeziemce Of incerceration, In "fhe Neval
Bate’, Cromin exploves his childhood mepories, adle
*entuxs to the Interior* is a spiritual and linguistic
jowrney through the tewtures of South Africa, In ‘Sams
Uncertain Wires' Cronin reveals his links with a colonial
heritage., The love poeme wexe woitten foo his wife, and
"Isigupmedeva® is & miscellemeous collection of poems
vecalling the warld outside priscn.




Amemarie, who méxpectedly died of a brain tumour about
aix fomths after he went to jail.” The perscnal - guish
that Cremin suffersd as a result of his bereavement may
have contritated to making his imprisoment somehat mors
difficult to bear tian it would have been ctherwise,“But
Cratin refuses to accept "special trestment® for thisi Ba
donies that his impitisoment ves in any vay extrecniinery
for a South Afrdcen ~ he coustantly stresses thar :

Crimin “clains to have sccepted the beremvement as
soimsthing that- could hapgen +o any prisoner Gr indeed any
migrant. lakourer: sepavated from his family. -

Since” his relesse. in May 1983, Cronin has stressed
hig comitent to the develoment of an emarging naticoal
cultwe in a witary, democwatic Scuth Africa: his poetry
is intended a8 a contxlbutian to'this culture, He belisyes
in the socio-political contemtuslisstion of ark.fomms,
such as poetry, and also in constructing. art that is
accsgaib]s o all the people in this oontay, Litewate or
ot

While Cronin < insists that his biographical

are nat. he
extent: to which they fifflnenced hia wciting:

I think certain
litersture ava
with




Jeremy Crafin vas bom fu Dustén, in 1949, Mia
father was #n afficer in the Stuth African Navy, which he
joined dupley World War II, after having sewved in the
merchant mabines since the age of iwalye. {Cxmin
exploins that his father’s declsion to join the navy wes
*professiopal'  wather than overtly ‘politicel*. 8a
céscribes his ‘pavents as “apolitical”.)

Fron the time that Cronin was five wptil his father's
desth five years later, the Cronin family lived'st the
Simsnstown Naval Base, whars he knew ’

msmgy heaxt, the naval saluta, the

the serveny’s’ proper place wd ov: fother wo

axw_a ‘page 38 -

‘hese vords dhocribe soaintly the pextitlac cortect
in hich Cronin wes reareds - politically. complacént,
raliglcus and pelonglng to a group ws\.ﬁ:hy amu;hec

The Haval Base" and “Scne Uncertain
Ciruan Temembers his clhlléhoed s comtented,
#1100 with . interesting places to explore and play. ¥et
he also. vecalls it with a degree of confusicn, for he
uatured dnto somecna ar removed from this conbext.

e m‘sm inagery inthds cycle of poews i3 that
of Fmpgstoum. Uhé phydical beauty of the plec is merved
by the events ‘taking piace in the area, euch as the
dsmumn o thie zine ahacks belonging to black fishewmen

i xesponse to the implementation of the Group Aveas Ack
of 1950.%

govaral . of the poems dn Tha Naval Buee’ secticd alm
to reconaile the adult priscner-poet with the

ﬁ&ﬁgﬁﬁﬁm%mg\mm

(W4, page 39)

e effect of the cyuls of poeus (“Ihe Naval Basa')
ig that Sroodn 15 able to ackndedge his growth sy £rom
hig childhood without dlecwming or denying it.




& *woyige of discovery through his childhood yeaxs s
well as through the ‘outside vorld of South Africa, It is
as if he uaploﬂ:\gh}smvaryﬁepinsldsmse»vmt
o' can fesl whole, sonehow vestorsd amidst the harsimess
and catplexity of his imprisomeent.

In addition to sesrching for his five-year-old self,
Cronin Links the activity of hiding to his immediate past:

eing not £o be fowd

o0 s,

or ever to hide

fea:w:losmg;; Gespl precautions

P te the ?

Sterped wp in these last yewss

(Tbid, page 35)

The hiding child is wsed as a metapher for his

the metaphor of e hide and sesk geme is crucial to
the moet for an accsptance -of his whole beingr b may
wish %o refect his heritage, he may have tried to avoid it
a1l his adule life, but he has nonethaless to scoéftt it as
part of himself. The past has besn wall-hidden, but the
‘ime has oame to petzieve it and acknowledge that

[tihers is

between the two Of us, in this

necessary space, nothing,

nothing that could be leswned,

op forgotten oW

by backing off.

(Tndd, page 36)




Grorma and CGrenge Kewp, in the “Soms Uncertain Wives'
eycle: Grenpa Femp, who had . “bothered to speska few
bastardized woxds of Xhosa - fer cammnd" and Grama Kem
vould ‘behatted, ng-can in handy 1y
[yousd] twesd, dowa kitd:en sthlm Afdica®. (Thid,
page 62.)
mm;dm@l,m;mmmmm

-Mﬁ. oldbcy,tmashndon,
mzd:mmyfaet
(md,wﬁ”)

epd accepts that

is thicker than water, my-family,
. between genexations is all space
haﬂﬂllﬁﬂmdﬁldhodﬂ!pﬁa joins‘l
stma uncertain’ wirea.
(nﬁd regs 64)

atiowgh a8 mmcmmedagﬂmm

wcibepetiivaly fargives the dead man whose:
iast words msumngnmtphymdet (page 41). 28
a conclusiort 4p ‘the cyole;, Cmpnin  triss o xeconcile
himsel§ with h!gfat.ha: He remenbens him with affection
ather than critician.
Cronin’s pcuuualmucaduf,em quite weirkedly frim
that of his parents, who were "basically apolitical*s
iy in a mm'aapouemlmd
Lish epealing,

It wasn't
ogtright




“emin‘s parents both ‘came Zrom faixly poor Eastern
fsh spesking families. - The, were the type of
“pig who sald "politics is for the Afrikandrs and the
Elackd", This wes the wilieu within wihich Crenin was
Ho wos brought up as a Catholic and ves educatéd ab
Mepist Brothers College in Romhomch.  (After his
fathar'g desth ke family moved to Cape Towm.) In his
poetry, Cremin zévesls . (despits no longer pmactising
Catboliclm) the extar: to Which he ves sxposed to
Catholtc teachings.
+¢ Cronin’s mother had alvays wented him to- writa
poetry. . Shewencowrsged his attempts and in fact later
vorked | throwh many of - the poensin Znsfds Ll “when ko
‘registdred” at the University of Cape Tosd in 1968, it ves
WA with a‘visv W %itliy. He studled English and
philosohy, ‘and for a year dr two wes weiting zegularly.
Sibssquently, Cromin’ ‘becawe inciessingly imvolved in
stwlent’ politics aid Ves reasseseing'his desirs to write
poetry in’the gt -of his newly acquived political
adeistanding. A4 e developed politically, so ha felx
trapped end etifled by his poetic endesvowrs. Ee vas
trying to writs a Jyzical kind of postry - but at the time
this semsﬁ“tn him trite and sedf-induigent.

was atuntvaﬂitymﬂlalmwﬁasm
a:ly '705, T stgrted out
wanking.

(Mm:, page 9 - 10)




A few of his carly poens were published in journals
such a8 *Contxast” and "Ophiz’. Hewever, froi the time he
became @ political activist wntil bia inprisement, Crenin
virtually sbandoned writing postry. -

In- the early 1970s, Crunin travelled to Paris, to
read for & Masters degres at the Sorbome. While thers;
he joined the African Fatiomal Congreasi? ard returned
to Smth Africa o carxy out uderground works -printing
and dlstcitating ANC penphlets. As related eaxlier, soc

David, Rabkin and Susah

ane . year, eleven mnths of wiich were suspended -(she was

" aight mamthe preguant at the time), and Cranin to seven
yeaxs,  Tnwiew of the fagt that theix trial wes intended
to prove (’ijemlﬁplﬂyaﬂbyﬁlitsacrj.vimindﬂdota,
thelx sentenkes: wers noticeshly heavier ‘than those of
other goliticAl prisonevs,,canvigied for similar offences.
e Judge’s Temiic o Cronin when passing sentenca Was

sentence I am going to give you is going to

Tafom you..
{Ingids, cover notes)

Prioi to being chargsd, Croifn wis detainéd in
solitary canfinesent for abont ouia month. s refates that
it was durlog this pericd” that he bégen to think about.
sariiing poetzy again. - ¢

Wen I wes in




After his cne month in solitary confinement, Czanin

an  eweiting trial. prisomer with certain
p:s.vﬂ.n;esu foen he joined tha other white mile
political prisners in Bratorla’s Meximm Secuclty prisan
in September 1976, ha began to produce poetry of the typa
4e 1s st satisfled with: Iyrical postty depicting not
ly fhe intense subjectivity of his experiance hat also
the oomtéxt of the imprisorment in South Africa. Crenin’s
poetry was, from its heginning, Jocated” in - the South
Africen context.

mouth? .

began - particularly ma@mmmmmmﬂm
are apclem in South Africa.
Ris poetry is an. czal/mumal g tys the soumds aned

hythis of +the lines are essential to tha memings of the
poes. ﬂmmmlmﬂsfn:ﬂmpuﬂuﬂaxml
quality  of, -the poems, chisfly that Crmin ves mot
offiqially pernitted’ to write in prisen; ha'ew;x:sedhi.s
wmm(mh&mmmm;m
Jernt.  then bafore destroying ar hiding the papar to avald
detectiom.  Secondly, bacause he was eagar for his poetry
to be acosssible to the many illiterate pecple in South
Africa, he designed it for oral delivery.

Because he wep writing illegally, cminwnldmalm

befare & poem is finmalised, *

optdons. m;n:um,eadltirmaposnm'cw .
had to be memorised. This was not an essy task, although
Cxenin  thinks itrs fairly sall in comparison with actoxs
vﬂnmxsdﬁathalﬁmswismlstﬂmmaanphys.




mmdmmmmﬂymﬂﬂ
mﬂzéwnwumezm,m:hmmdsuﬂuﬂy,

;ﬁinqm!d.nqlm
ot
»muﬂshiqhmlla!]axmchyvum




freedom to use thelr voless - this is one of thewajor
freedoms . denled prismners. e caged priscmer is
synpathised with in the lines
Bvery tims they cage a bird
the sky shrinks, A littie,
(op cit, page 25)
. i

poem-Shrike' . jmmches  Cromin’s  project, - the
collective volce of j the priscnexs, ou: over the prisc
walls. Before ﬂﬁ,s‘nﬁﬁm\lldbet}mnuut,ihhadm
be “sharpensd on the' qrindstons”, and checked "ver again”
- 1il the cagsfully greated poetry, '

e techmical fussing over the shrike is very mch
1ike . the fussing.over a poem. Once he was sentenced,
cronin had access tp stationery, but becsuse he was not
srbpared to sibmit his woitings to the prismn authorities
#or mﬂp,mmmmmmﬁmmm

. when hewasfhlﬂai\niﬂm‘ashuminqmdmiqum

smpwoved, 80 -Crapin needsd paper less and less. Ouce he
recedved penmisglon . ta  study, 1
cccasicnally writs the lines of poms in amciget his. stady

Cronin's memory, capRolty i faixly large —nalthoudh
he says that it operates selectively; be vas able to

Oocasicoally, he would preseat his posms to his
fellow prisoners for comment and criticlam. These wre
valusble criticlens, for if mmother prisoner found an
image or & plece of a pem inaccessible, Cronin would work
an it wtil he had satisfied his andience.




the effect of Paving to lesma the poms by heart ws .
a mm&mwm]@gxmmaﬁm .,
vda,mm,mmmmmwmqmml‘
Throngh his o experimants with commicating in prison
and trying to m@bnsthé'mlmmofnzammidé,
ceomin eyt o wdo’a:acﬂsun;\ﬁ.sctcwal:hafsmﬂa‘

incs his < release’ in May ' 1963, ~Cronin Mas
perticipated in’ many postxy, readings, vhers he delivers
I,

Crend s the fact
ang do ot ‘pesd poetzy. If fhe poetzy is contextmilised,
such pecple Bre-able O mmpmdmpoamﬂmtﬂuyane

imable ‘to mead. ~gxi Bncthir Jevel,) in oxel delivery Cronist
iy #blé o dsmaﬁltemsd!elyhﬁwbavseﬁﬂlﬂvaﬂ.ew =
of lmigiages of Sosth Africe in his postzy. (Wyet
amothér leval, he eicoumagés & forum for talldng about: the

rperionce of guing to jall and enghasises that Lt is not
uinsal in South Africa. . o

w:moihmmzﬁimmabampﬂm.
swytnmngisavitalpar:oimlm.nople
mmmmuwmmum.
i1s a nomml, healthy cultural  process,
depicting the well-being of a socisty. Historically the




need for storytelling aross ot of the need for myths of
umen_ crigin, viusrs pecple of early civilisstions fried & -
understand - vhy they existed and it mesning was 56 be
fowd in Hie. ‘There anlmlym!m!tﬂrm].ﬁxqani
toasing stozies, ot lesst Gf which is the gasaing on of
giva sownd " advica o




off real xesau:voim yison cral caltme. F
(Interview, Novesber 1984) yaer

the fahﬁ]caew,soxalmmemmdommvﬁm
survival and coping within the peisam, Thisjs nftgl}\,tha
intent:ton~of the
ards

Nomelly, they'd tsllhwsmahzddmaﬂﬂm\ N
o that, o _often, ﬂleﬂ

But
p!adachiml effect as wall hawmec:p!awtth
Toat. Hind of situation or doeswt oope,” GE.

(Thid) . .

mmmmwmmnﬁp@w&m
fron the Befare his he had pesd:
sgh Jewin's Dapdlsh and has comented that 1t "seried as
a fewbook - on how to deal with Iriseopnt.
Subsequently, hiaomtam,axﬂhs.aumlmmﬂzymi
bes omrved a similar Functlom. e has rendared prisn
1iveshle. : o
- Consequently, when Cronin talks sboat pwisom, e
uauslly takes an sneciotsl fam, I thia fs pavt of
a poetry resding, he dossitmwhexsmqg;magw -

Agart. mmmmm&mmm«m,
sithen through the printed poems o through Fyetipy to an
andience, Cromin had other ressans fox ,&Mﬂn
postxy. maedmitnbuhavinglmm:agms:z,aaﬁxmoﬂm
priscn weitings: be had read Lewin, %ush, Zwelerke,
Boamsn  ard  sevexal other puolace tes before his
arrest. 20 Resting other misen weiting e huwmised




A major Teason for publishing ves
hia belief that 15 not
&n unoommn expexience in Scuth Africa. Croint comments
Tg share it expemience is en bwmxrtant cne.
ly for oneself, but also Just
ly for others and to show that ane can

rake a space in the apartheld priscns and ane
@n sctually live there, it’s not: plemsant but
At’s not unthiniebla o unimaginahle and it had
bettar ot bs, because a 1ot of people are going
Q(Sohu;eh:cmku‘)ﬁtbatmuw

A further aspect of publicising his experience is to
remind the public that there are many prisonsvs still
inside, ‘

Quita a-lot of the poems are biinging in not
B Joice fom {nxide b the oitolds, bt

(i)

Although  composing  Hils  poekry in  prisem was
& ‘vsolitary activity, he concelved Of it with a tentative
axdience in mind - not only thome meoticned gbove -
prigoners ‘past,  present and future ~ but the familles and
friends of these. “Walking an Alr", for exgmple, ia move
then a txibute to Jomny Matthews, it s a txibute to the
Btrength of and support from his wife and seven children;
it is also a salutme tn & particwlar peried of history and
the participants in the comgress movements of the 1950s.

The stooytelling, namablve technigues weed in
"Walking oo Alr" ave regresentative of these technigues in
all of Cronin's poems.

the miﬂabmbﬂlsllﬁealaelmmﬂm,‘mbld
his twle to Cronin, who 0 T beought 2% out of the
prigon in the fomm of & lmg narrative poem; 1in other
wmdz,b:aeypwscfsmym]h:gmlnmqaea.m
"tribute* to Matthews is hinted at in the woxds




ol Matthsws snatches, the making snd
dixleg of ﬂ}m
yaum'tuatdnmm

(Faside, page

Matthews 1= a hable man; woridng in the caxpentwy
shop (whfire all tha political prismars worked wotll thres
of ‘them asaped in pecembar 1979 after manufacturing
medmkdyn)n Bsmjcyudwmmws

though mich, never,

o wek for myself' - manya-mai:muae
Boaiy
i (Boidy page 5) . 3

e o cypea o story fncarporated in the poum sum
w - as in Bodwan’s book - the vay prison lore iy pessed
msawuashavﬂxemmmafm‘yamu
cafted inté a poem. - The poem is ab once @ Story, a
puzale, and a lessen, It tells the story of political
cholod; and its offect on A man's life and his family
relationships,

ohn, Matthews is a whits working class man vho sexved
fifteen -years in peison for engaging in Cownnlst Party
.activity, Cronin met Marthews in prison: Makthews hed
been thers iince 1964, warking

mmpdam y also known as tha
senlpar (ees)  malcing cont goetexs,
bewss, mhtm‘ya, smokkel salt cellars of, ch,
delicate dovetailingsy

{inglde, page S < 6)

In the prologue tn tha poem, Cronin commants that the
prison workshop was a place to discuss “productive’ and
“ungmodugtive"  labmur a4 well ag to engege in all sorts of
discyssion ranging from political theorising to moaning
abost "life without women'; it was the best place to get
to know one’s fellow prisoners, for talk was veascnably
Freely alloved,

The dythms of the pamm.meeumymozm
work - guch a8 the backyauds and fcrwarda motion of a saw:




cancept ..« "Unproductive Labo! §

(Tbid, pags 5)

Jaidst these thythms Cronin lesmad the staty of Jdm
‘Matthews' life. mmmmm-m
making and £in.\‘l;a£m!.ng!"~haiaacmfm. Cronin
uges his emmiumnhipmmm,wbuﬂdapm
hose ghapa Fits the narrative of John Matthews - a quist
umbte man, totally dedicated to his belisfs.

e midile section of the posm is wede up of dhart,
thiree-line stanzas cutlining Mavthews’ childhood and early
vorking years:

2 dependabile lad

‘commR
good.

s spelling is
(Todd, page 7)
who eventually

got-a hockkeeping job
with Robe Silk
n the same block

- Joim Hiwerd
Yatthess

Mondays to Fridays
o that same block
for 37 unbroken years wntil

The security polica
picked him p ... B St
« vy back to the thirties.
(Thid, pege 8)
mhe shart staccato stansas zeveal how Cronin heard
the story "in snatches", viich he "pieced togethex”.
Cronin avd Matthews belong to different political
guerations,  Matthws belongs o the ectivimm of the
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movements.®  Cronin‘s political activity begen in the
1970s, after a decads 'Of total repressian did political
silence in the comtry. They are united as camades by
their adherénce to the temets of the Freedam Chartar,
Crenin asked Matthews

xsﬁa.?f“ﬂ&“pﬁa;”'mm
tha Freedom Charter?

Actually

lhlﬂ\ﬁm't‘ 1:,

Ho was there ths day befoxs, he built the

(Tid, ‘page 6} -

fna pawges in the rhythm of. these linss indicate
Maitheis’ *pelactance to reveal this fact - eithar because
it distwrbs the' emuiliteimm of his hamility or because
a wardsx might be eavesiropping.

Matthews' politlcal growch began in the 1930s. He
had been a clime¥ going man, b8 wedt every Suday, wmtil

to. Robe 811K

thare come

a new clerk

Kyer: Chanes by neme .

amued‘gm@mmmm

Eoonamics at limch-break

. (Tid, page 9)
and had & grest: fhfluence over Matthews,

e e soppns

it

going to clumch.

Eis name inscridved

of nzd:tym

a

(Tbid, pages 9 - 10}
Metthews became indeesingly active in South Afriean
- Commmist Party (SACR) activity, during which tims




duplicatars to

{Xbid, page 11)

i thé marvative af Matthéws! politicAl imvolvement
develops, the lines of tha poem get langer and pore
compler, reflecting the “amount of wnderground wark that
mmmm,aswummmammm
Matthews worled.

In 1964, ma large poﬁm-mvuna security police
awoop, Jobn Mattheys was detained.

hite and 52

50 they troated him nice.

They cply Tode hin stand

mmhﬂ:‘u

anddmaamgimand

maahsas!admgumﬂ.alavatnzy.

 thoy said

inymn:pamts.

(M.mn) s

In the psu,&mmdisphy!mmammfm
Join -Hatthews end the decisions he had to reke. - Msbthews
was poesfurised by ﬂegean:typu&inembgrmamus
witness - ‘the poan - illustrates -how this teiptation was
presentad to hif. . T

of your carear
(that didn't work)
Think of the shana of going to Jail

(that. -thought: <
(ﬁ_'llaihim‘ﬂ.;jx-ﬂypﬁ-dl)

You really vent kaffirs to xule?
(1ike you said)

e pottical at all.)
(Ihid, pege 13)




So beck they havied Johm Mstthas then and
Fack to the calls,

2

life -

theyve mles).

(Intexvies, Novenber 1984)

I Matthews’ cage, thie stats needed witnesses - they
tried m'mmmmﬁtymm-mmaqmd.
Bt with his wife's support when he told her he could not
bettay his omwades he was abla to @ o Jeil
a “conbented" man.

I this long, narsative poem, Cronin achieves two
yelated thingss be shows firstly that politieal people
can and do have private livas vhich mean very mch to
them, and secondly that these private velationships are
very liportant in ustaining one’s political comdiment.




Mire then that, though, is the importance thase loved anes
have in kesping up the morale of those inside the prisens.
Matthews vas “walldng em aiz, and fiftcen years later,
Just prdor to his velease,

%@ pecpe down at his face

in a mirror

m%ﬂdm’m
wmﬂﬂ:i.nghuwhellsean

?zammﬁmmam

year whan ha coras out.,

(Ibsd::wall)

Hia grandchildren do not: know him - they are prokably

not folly aweze oF why he las besn in jail. Crouin's
tribute to John Mstthews is admed partly at sseisting his
family to reintegrate hin into their lives.
, Io this peen Cmnin 1s at his storptelling best;
Prisonens " always try “to £ind out abiut ens another - why
they’ze in fall, how long they'll be there, ar how they
deal. with the experience, Out of this develops & sub~genre
of all gridam witing - the yam, the Bosen-like kiles,
fabricated most often from the smrowndings and.not from
teuth, mhm*»oumsxrau-:m Cronin yacoms same
of ‘these;

mmmm,mumboab

For
Y hardly didn‘t do.

"Palimoor Sketches® is ame of the titles Cronin
resds often to eudisces, because dt reveals the hroad
range of people who end up in prisen; 4t is not culy the
political prismers who refuse to recognise the state’s
autharity - thare is also Johannes Stephamus Fehwuarie,
between wihom

20l sukmisaion, [thars is]

(i, e )




Bacther of the poems Cronin aluays reads to-awdiences
is  "Death Row'.  In this pom ha recrestes with
onnetopoeic and | thytimic somds the build vp to an
execution.

It is rathex with your ears that you begin to

construct 4 sense of the place in which you are,

can’ somstines heax the sowd
ty, premmably if the wind
Scmetimes you hear biz

ams mostly Afsicens, !
{"Acadenic Freedem Teckurs"; 1984)

I this poem, Cronin’s mesterly use of cnomsbepcela
is micioctmmic of the way ke leamt through his ewrs to
use language and sownd while he was In prison. *Dagth
Bow ls @ verbel expreseion of what his ears kad taught
him,

Before reading the poetl, Coonin alvays contextualises

&t tn "Beverly Hitla, zesds it and ansvers questions.
VBgverly Hillg" - officiaily Juown as Pretoria

Meximm Security - 19 the prison housing the condamed,

singars.  These

prwiiy %‘g’ ajthough constrictedly, slowly

down the o long (bmt all too short for them)
concrate passage of our C section.

(Insida, Intemational Biition, page 33 - 3)

After some time in Bevexly Hills, the white political
prisoners noticed a chenge in the singing: instesd of
hyms they heand freedom songs. They didn’t know sy this
had happened until they eventually learned that thres MC




a wesult of this swal comact, Cronin canposed - the
‘txibote to his caadss an desth Tow.

e pajrity of seunds in the poen are strong and
ndlitant; ¢ the shytims at fxst fast and angey. I
coction # a dlfferent soumd, evckipg both the physical

uﬁﬂ:shqulqmdﬁxaqmﬁ!-ﬁj( of sadness that




The energy Of thelr resistance and anger was an
inspiration to those remaining alive in the priscn..

Cronin’s extendsd expeximentation -with cncmatopomia
and somd pattems is sustained throughoet'the volume of

poetry, but is st its most complex and fasiimating in |

gection 3 - 'Vemtare to the Intexioz¥. The poers all
indicata intense exploxation not only imtd the histary of
the languages otsm\:hamm,u.m:ghmussokeuch
words as "gom.gom* (page 50) and “~kail, -pan, —tumein"
(page” 58), but dlso a vemture into Cronin’s

interior, wheve he'explores his Christlan reots. The poms .

mm&ymmmﬂummmm“

lﬂmyhmsevenlnfﬂmhmmﬂ
spsbals. . jor
Moch of Cxmin’s pootry weveals hid Catholic
2a o child Cxonin attended, Marist: Brothers!y
is m lmger a pctising Catholic, but dlements of his

education puovide a useful vehicle fof lis metighors.
Beith wmdnikswﬂmmmofcm@n'%pem,

remories of nis chldiood at’ the naval base, Cronin’s

i




Christian  images in
indicate that he has ac> d' hil <Cath011cxnm as  an
integral part of the forced wiylch shapedihinm.

Gottschalk draws attentidi. for esamplg to Cronin’s
ideas and images . In  "For - Comgadés in  Sclitary
Confinemant’, where he writes !

Where without appetite

¥ou._ commm

itn the stale bread of youraelf

(ibid, page 25)

PR}

~ lires which indicete the " gomplexity of Cronin‘s
thought process in relation to his Catholicism.: “Against
an dmage of - taking comminion, Cronin describes solitary
confinement as partieulut}.y uncomfortable. He explains
that he did not duaovarmy essential part of his soul
while in solitery, but pather that "a person is a parson
bassuse of other people® (Ibid, page 18). The solitery
s8lf soon becomes stalae. g

In  the "Venture into the ¢ Interior" cycle, the
Christian imagery becopes more;noticeably overt, -although
it is npt 4 hystical or conscidusly religious process. As
mentioned earlier. it }&Ssimply a mnnuaatauon of his
total acknowl & Yot his whioch he makes usé
of ip all his poems,

The ‘tizst poem of the cycle, aptly titled *Prologue’:
introduces the themes. of the cycle: the tongue and its
power to - commgnicats (John’s . openiny chapter in the New
Testament is” titled ‘Prologue’). - Cronin linka his
archacological = exploration of speech to: a Christlan
sywbol, albeit an inverted one, when he writes

Then Iet flesh be made words
(Ibid page 45)

- a play on tha New Testament’s 'In the bedinning was the
word ... and the word became flesh [L.*. -Through the use
of this notion, L.e. the Links between speech and human
exiatence, Cronin ie able to use his Christian knowledge
in  order te  explore  language. The poem




desire to recveats the textive of the "outsida’ - the
world outside priscn. mgide,ﬂaemwmngeehsm
wers the ‘English spcken by hia comcadids and the Afrikians
of the wardirs - tone of the other langnages spoken in
gouth Afrlea. One of the ways he could recrente the
‘teaturels of outside was trough sound:

.. it s very ouforting ' to Juow that just

Gith the hare resources of ame’s Mouth cne

¥ind Gf recnstruct South Africa
(m,mmlsu) ’

He was, -from the begimiing of his poetic endevouns,
“strividg for an ol kind of postzy'. Initially, as
alvesdy mentioned, be was forced into this, mesns of
camposing because be was dented wrlting pateials. ‘Later,
28 . bo grew Incxéasingly skilled at designing the *omal"

are very mch a part of the outside Crerin is trying to
vecrents from the inside of the priscd.

While educating himself sbout the vardous lenguages
and the litexature that belang to South Africa, Crenin was
developing a mora covpomite sensa of South African
history, The writings of Olive Schreiner asisted him in
wndergtanding



































































































































































