
ABSTRACT 

 

This study employed a phenomenological analysis to explore the negotiations of space and 

safety by international African students in South African higher education. Issues of how 

international African students enhance their safety, what identity consequences these safety 

enhancements have and how the sense of community amongst international African students 

influences their psychological wellbeing were of pertinence to this study. This study included 

international African students from the University of the Witwatersrand and the University 

of Pretoria, totalling 13 participants. It was found that international African students: employ 

diverse mechanisms to enhance their safety; have inhibitions to self-expression and enablers 

to identity expression in enhancing their safety; have a poor sense of community; experience 

feelings of happiness, sadness and loneliness as well as indifference and; have encountered 

xenophobia in diverse forms. These findings contribute to the scant body of knowledge about 

the experiences of international African students within the South African context and so 

encourages further research in this area.  
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