
i 

 

Acknowledgements 

I would like to thank my participants who agreed to share their intriguing narratives with me. 

I was educated and changed in our encounters. I hope that if I should call again your hearts 

and minds may be open to more conversations. 

I would like to thank my supervisor Professor Jill Bradbury who has inspired me in many 

ways and held onto to hold hope when my mind and heart was weary. Jill from the first time 

that I heard you speak I knew that I wanted to work with you. You have been so great to me; 

words will never really reveal how much of a blessing are in my life ngiyabonga. 

I thank my family my husband Lawrence and sister Nomzamo. Lawrence you have believed 

in me from day one and have supported me financially, spiritually and emotionally. I could 

have never done this without you, Mashigo. Nomzamo your presence has motivated me to 

want more and to achieve more than I had ever wished. To my deceased mother Bongiwe, 

who cultivated the love of reading and words at a very young age, I thank you. I was never 

short of story books, your spirit lives in me always. I thank God and my ancestors, my 

friends and my extended family; Buthelezi’s and Mashigo’s, I cannot mention all of them. I 

also need to mention the special academics that I met at Wits who had faith in me and those 

who I would give surprise visits at their offices in times of need, they know who they are and 

the staff at Ububele. I would also like to thank the National Research Foundation for the 

financial support. 

 



 ii

Abstract 

This research project explored how young women involved in political organizations make 

sense of apartheid history and how they appropriate that history into their identities. Nine 

black women students who were involved in political organizations were interviewed from 

the University of Witswatersrand. The women that were chosen participated in a narrative 

style interview about their lives and the history of apartheid. The data were then analyzed 

using narrative thematic analysis and organised in the temporal zones of past, present and 

future. The analysis revealed the complexities of race, class and gender and how these are 

embodied, enacted and made sense of in the construction and reconstruction of the identities 

of these young women.  

In imagining and reflecting on the apartheid past, race was understood through both distant, 

public narratives and through personal and intimate family narratives.  Gendered roles or 

positions were talked about in reference to three thematic symbols of women as nurturers, 

iconic wives and heroes.  In progression from the apartheid past and its particular, separated 

and structured understanding of race and gender, the journey into the present and future, 

reflects increasingly complex, dynamic and multilayered understandings. In particular, the 

conflation of race and class under apartheid is beginning to fragment and these young 

women are thinking through their positionality in terms of personal class mobility and 

simultaneous identification as black and committed to the continuation of race struggles. It is 

also very clear that the question of gender equality is now very prominent for these young 

women as they navigate their roles in political leadership in the present and envisage them-

selves in the future.   
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