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Bhaamfontein Co. � �  J ohannesburg M unicipality.

Appeal from Valuation Court. Subject: Tlie Parkview Town­
ship, sub-divided into 1,094 stands or lots, of which the 
Company still hold about 880 for sale.

The Court laid down the following principles :—
1.—The Valuer must put a value on the interest of the 

< ompany in all the unsold stands (about 800) on the assumption 
that ���  the stands unsold are to be sold on such reasonable 
terms and conditions as they would be sold under if the Com­
pany resolved to sell its interest in the township.

-/.—That the Company’s interest should be treated as a 
unit in so far that the valuer must ascertain the value of the 
interest as if all the stands were to be sold within a reasonable 
period as stands in a township, not as mere land of a certain 
extent.

3. Tlut the stands are not to be valued on the basis of 
the price at which the Company would offer a single stand, 
but at the probable price the Company would obtain if the 
Company were a ����!����  seller of all the stands on sue! 
terms and conditions as the Company would require if the 
lipd a ����!����  intention to get rid of the interest.

4. — J he value of the unsold stands is to be determined 
as if the property was to be sold at the time of valuation.

Generally, these principles forbid entering each stand 
separately with a separate value to each. At the present rate, 
and price it would take 86 years to sell out. Such a period is 
too long, and No. 3 sets out what is practically a wholesale 
price, or such a price that would sell the stands in a compare 
tively brief period (say, a year or two). The Company asked 
that the Municipal valuation of £82,080 should be reduced to 
£27,500, and this must now, during this month, be settled, on 
above principles by the Magistrate.

Cr o w n  M ines � � J ohannesburg M unicipality .

Appeal from Valuation Court. Subject : 1.—Valuation of
( 'laim Licences.

The Company own the light to receive Claim Licences, 
as follows :—-

On each prospector's claim 2s. (id. per month, and each 
digger’s claim 10s. per month. As the mine developes prospec­
tor's licences are turned into digger’s licences, increasing the 
amount received. The appellant contended that the valuer 
should not take into account the probable future conversion to 
higher licence value.

It was held that there was no doubt that if the interest 
" ’as put up for sale it would realise more than if the prospect 
of an increasing income was not present. The Ordinance did 
not confine the assessable right to existing claim licences. Its 
words are general, and include all factors making up- the real 
value of the right.

Judgement for the Municipality.
The Court held that a right of user of land under a surface 

right permit was rateable These permits give the Mining 
Company power to use defined portions of the surface, but are 
not transferable, nevertheless, this does not present the appli 
cation of Sec. 7, Ord. 1, 1916. in assigning a value

The Court further held that buildings on these surface 
rights are rateable if immoveable, but that temporary improve­
ments were not rateable, if of a movable nature, such as the 
erections of an employee. Each party to pay own costs.

The amounts must now be settled bv the Magistrate

L. G eldeNhuys � �  .Johannesburg M unicipality.

Appeal from Valuation Court. Subject: Farm, Braamfonteiu, 
worked by appellant as a farm (undivided). Valued as 
fellows:— Laud, bait agricultural value £3.140, excess 
value £21,405, total £24,545. Improvements £7,380. Gross 
total £31,925.

i be effect of the finding is that (1) Agricultural value 
must include any agricultural sub-divisional or other agricul­
tural value. (2) That agricultural improvements are entitled 
to half value and must be separately entered in roll. (3) That 
tlie valuer’s method was correct in first assessing the ordinary 
value, then deducting agricultural value, he arrives at tlie 
excess value, but the improvements as well as land must he 
brought into calculation in each case to arrive at excess value.

Appellant received costs as although he did not win on all 
points, he. obtained substantial relief.

The Magistrate must now settle the figures to be entered 
on Hull.

E. \V.
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M.J.H.
3�����	�	�  The Association’s Registrar, Lieut. Alder, has 

joined up. and left for Flanders. During his absence Mr. 
Hculke has been appointed Acting Registrar. Half pay has 
been granted Lieut. Alder during his leave of absence on war 
service.

(����������� .—The following projected Competitions have 
been, or are being, dealt with by the Council :—

Bloemfontein Tram Shelter.—The Association offered an 
Honorary Assessor, the promoters could not see their way to 
accept such offer, but "Would seriously consider this question 
when dealing with future competitions.

Town Hall, Inilesdale, Pretoria.—This matter is still in 
abeyance.

Bathing House, Port Elizabeth.—The promoters have been 
requested to publish the name of the Assessor, and to keep tin- 
first premiated design only, and not the first ���  second designs, 
as stated in the Conditions.

Riverside Hotel, Vereeniging. The Council' has written 
the Promoters, pointing out that tlie particulars published, are 
not in accordance with any correct principle which should 
govern the conduct of an Architectural Competition, and has 
fully detailed what conditions are required. Meanwhile, 
members have been advised not to compete until further notified 
by the Council.

St. Mary s ( liurcii, Johannesburg. Enquiries were made 
with a view to asking for a Competition, Iml on learning that
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The Palcce at Versailles.

Bv G erald M oerdijk .

T„ thoroughly understand the architecture of the great 
french period it is essential to have some knowledge of the 
history of that time. The reign of Louis XIV. who, at the age 
of five succeeded his father, was to be the longest in history, 
and brought French monarchy to its culminating point. The 
personality of the sovereign, and the ideals for which lie stood, 
are reflected in contemporary art. The style of Louis XIV. is 
often called bombastic and artificial, and. no doubt, in our day 
of severer and simpler design, the superficial student may get 
that impression. At the present time, with present' day 
Parisians and tourists in and about, the pompous side does seem 
exaggerated. When, however, it is pictured in its true setting, 
peopled by a periwigged and powdered court, its glories are a 
true picture of a great age. No building expresses "  le grand 
siecle ’ and “ le grand mouarque ”  better than the palace at 
Versailles. The French were the most populous, wealthy and 
powerful nation in Europe; their industry and commerce dis­
played immense activity. French society, by its brilliance and 
urbanity, gave the tone of good manners to Europe, and led its 
fashions: in short, it was the Augustan age of France.

lhe age of Louis XIV. can be divided into three periods. 
The first is preparatory; the work of Tully and Richelieu built 
up the absolute monarchy. The words of Louis XIV.. “ L ’etat 
c est moi,”  were literally true.

The second period began when the young king took the 
reins m his own hands. Louis was fortunate in having the 
sober and careful Colbert as minister, who placed the finances of 
the country on a sound footing. The first twenty years of 
Louis's personal reign was an almost unclouded success.

The third period began when Colbert died and his place 
was taken by the reckless and extravagant Louvois. Louis 
enforced absolute obedience, and the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes lost France untold numbers of industrious citizens, 
whose skill and enterprise went to the enrichment of her rivals. 
The aggressive policy of Louis caused a coalition to be formed 
against him, and involved France in disastrous w.ars. With the 
ascendency of Madame de Maintenan the court lost its gaiety.

The influence of these three periods can be traced in the 
architecture. The preparatory period is marked by the growth 
of the classical spirit and the increase of refinement. The 
second or culminating period is that in which the matured style 
of Louis XIV. receives its most brilliant expression. The third 
period that of political decline is attended by a decline in archf- 
tecture.

Louis X IV ., partly for safety, preferred his hunting box at 
\ ersailles to the busy Paris, but it soon became evident that the 
accommodation was inadequate to the increasing requirements 
of the court. A bit was added here and there, until building 
became Louis’, absorbing passion. The court became more and 
more numerous, and eventually Versailles was made the seat of 
Government. A general scheme for enlargement was invited. 
Le \ au, Perrault and Gabriel competed. Le Vau’s scheme was 
adopted. It had been definitely laid down that the existing 
buildings were to remain intact ; this Le Van effected by enclos 
ing lhe old brick chateau on three sides in a larger stone one.
1 he main block as altered presented a rectangular mass to tlie 
gardens, and the central portion of the new west front corre­
sponded to the space between the projecting pavilions of the 
old chateau. Retween the old and new wings were internal 
courts. The scheme of external stone elevations consisted of a 
rusticated lower storey with an Ionic order and tall square­

headed windows surmounted by sculptured panels, an attic with 
square windows and an attic order, and, finally, a balustrade 
with vases and trophies.

This system is enlivened by rhythmical grouping of features. 
The windows occur singly, or in three, and where single are 
flanked by pairs of coupled columns in front of the pilasters, 
The entablature breaking forward over them and supporting 
statues. At intervals, too, where broader spaces occur, niches and 
statues are introduced. All this is part of Le Vau’s design.

The later history of Versailles introduces tlie figure of Jules 
Hardouin Mansart, perhaps the greatest French architect. He 
was ennobled by the king, and rose to the position of chief 
architect to the State. Mansart more than doubled the size of 
Versailles; be completed tlie garden front (illustrated), and also 
added tlie two very extensive wings. In these alterations the 
king's apartments were placed on the first floor, and to give 
this part greater dignity, Mansart arched the windows and 
added the picturesque attic.

In the garden front he also adopted arched windows on 
the first floor with happy effect. He constructed the front of 
the Galerie des Glaces ”  over the western loggia.

The “ Galerie des Glaces’ ’ was designed by Le Brun, and 
in his most important work ; it measures 240 feet by 34 feet and 
is 43 feet high. The ceiling, which is a barrel vault, is entirely 
decorated with paintings. This hall is still one of the most 
splendid apartments of the world, and worthy of the magnificent 
monarch, whose apotheosis is figured forth in the paintings of 
the roof.

1 he gardens by this time must have been very much as they 
are now, they were designed by Le Notre, the most brilliant 
garden architect of all times, who also was responsible for the 
gardens at Saint Cloud. The main features of the scheme were 
a wide terrace carried round three sides of the palace ; a broad 
strip of open gardens extending westward from the foot of the 
terrace to the head of the grand canal; -woods on either side. At 
the northern end of the canal are the “ Grande”  and “ Petit”  
Trianons.

I lie style of Louis X I\ . vividly expresses by its uniformity 
and splendour the pomp and glamour of a single irresistible 
authority, it has the merits and defects of the political system 
with which it was bound up. By tlie combination of largely 
conceived schemes, hold lines and masses, gorgeous colour, choice 
material and consummate craftsmanship, it achieves great 
artistic effects. It calls up the pageant of a great people ruled 
by a mighty king, of victorious armies and resplendent courtiers, 
but it moves on a plane of high statecraft and courtly graces 
too remote from common human life to awaken widespread 
sympathy.

No article on Versailles would he complete without men­
tion of the Petit Trianon. Louis XV., unlike his father, loved 
to live retired in the midst of a few intimates. He commis­
sioned Gabriel, in the later years of his reign, to design a small 
residence near the botanical garden at Trianon. This house, 
which became known as the “  Petit Trianon,”  was presented to 
Madame du Barry, whose, star was then in the ascendant.

The plan is almost square (79ft. by 73ft.), the roof is con­
cealed, and the elevations almost identical. Whether this 
uncompromising scheme was imposed on him by the king, or 
was of his own choosing, Gabriel had but little elbow room 
wherein to display his skill. It is all the more admirable that, 
within such narrow limits, he should have produced a master­
piece. The Petit Trianon is one of the most satisfying buildings 
in existence, and sums up in a small compass the art of a whole 
age.
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