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Figure 1: The distinctive Hillbrow tower and Ponte residential block form the distinctive Johannesburg skyline, as seen from area of Doornfontein west of the 
city centre.  



10

1.1 | Johannesburg

The opening quote from Nadine Gordimer’s acclaimed book A World of Strangers 

demonstrates that Johannesburg has vastly different physical attributes. Beyond the 

different physical qualities Johannesburg also has a rich and diverse society. Deyan 

Sudjic writes in the Endless City that; 
‘Johannesburg is a world of difference that has been through a whirlwind of 
change in its shape and structure but yet is still a place ! lled with vitality that 
rivals all other cities’ (2007:200). 

Johannesburg is a city that is a mosaic of different social and physical worlds. 

Physical and social diversity are factors that make Johannesburg a city of immense 

opportunity to create public place and buildings that encourage engagement between 

different communities. The vibrancy and diversity of the city should be attributed to 

the inhabitants of it and they should be interacting, engaging and celebrating their 

differences rather than creating more boundaries. 

The former Nationalist government instituted strategies of consolidating different race 

groups into different residential areas in order to gain control over the population. The 

white suburban areas were separated from the non white ones though the strategic 

zoning between natural barriers, highways, railways or industrial areas. 

The strategies of the previous government have resulted in Johannesburg being a 

fragmented city with different race classes living in segregated areas under very 

different conditions. 
‘The implications of this separation have impacted exceedingly on the 
environment of Johannesburg and will continue to do so for a long time to come. 
As a result of apartheid people travel great distances to get to work, the standard 
of infrastructure " uctuates from being of ! rst world standard to being of that of a 
third world’ (Bremner 1998:62). 

The former government used the built environment to separate people of different 

races as a system of control. The challenge in Johannesburg is now to use architecture 

and the built environment to bring people of different races, religions and social 

standings together. 

Johannesburg has a unique landscape that is most defined by a series of ridges. The 

natural ones that run in an east west direction and the ridges created through a long 

pillage for mineral wealth by the mining industry.  The Apartheid government’s policy 

of separating race groups was facilitated by these topographical features that easily 

allowed for natural physical barriers to assist in the political separation of races. 
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‘An east west-mining belt dominates the natural geography of Johannesburg, 
layers of ridges and unstable dolomitic land, natural features that have 
contributed to the city being broken and discontinuous in physical form’ 
(Bremner 1998:50). 

The natural landscape of the city is also defined by the immense amount of trees 

that often results in Johannesburg being referred to as the biggest urban forest in 

the world. That title is reinforced by the large number of parks and other recreational 

infrastructure that is evident in the city. 
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Figure 2:Map indicating ridges and green spaces in Johannesburg 
Figure 3: Map indicating ridges and posistion of the areas Brixton and Mayfair in Johannesburg

 

Fig 3

Fig 2
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Fig 4 Fig 5

Figure 4: Pilgrimage with Johnny Clegg. Berea, Johannesburg (De Mervelec 2007:58)
Figure 5:David Goldblatt, photographer. Johannesburg, January 2001 (De Mervelec 2001:70)
Figure 6: Mai Mai Market - two woman seated. Johannesburg (De Mervelec 2007:43)

 

Fig 6
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Cultural Hybridity 

Johannesburg is a hybrid of different physical and cultural worlds but is being 

restrained by ideas of estrangement and autonomy. The term cultural hybridity is the 

post colonial connotation of the philosopher Homi Bhabha.  Bhabha defines hybridity, 

in the cultural sense, as something that emerges not out of the merging off two 

different parts but rather the meeting of those two parts in a ‘space’ that then changes 

each part into something different (Alsayyad 2001). 

Papastergiadis says ‘The positive feature of hybridity is that it invariably acknowledges 

that identity is constructed through a negotiation of difference’ (1997:258). Cultural 

hybridity is an abstract idea that the meeting of two parties forever changes each of 

those concerned parties, both leave with a greater self awareness but also a mutual 

awareness of the other; this is the construction of identity. 

The importance of using abstract themes of cultural hybridity to create a sense of 

identity is important and as Richard Sennett maintains that, “men must subsequently 

grow to need the unknown, to feel incomplete without certain anarchy in their lives, to 

learn to love the ‘othernesses around them” (1970:139).  The embrace of the unknown 

is a vital part of cultural hybridity and explains that interaction and engagement with 

something new and explicit can give one a higher understanding of oneself and the 

environment in which one lives. The diverse and complex nature of Johannesburg and 

its citizens requires such cultural hybridity to start to consolidate a unified sense of 

identity and a more refined self identity. 
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Fig 8

Figure 7: The man in Oxford Road. Johannesburg, January 1999 (De Mervelec 2001:104)
Figure 8: Pilgrimage with Johnny Clegg. Berea, Johannesburg (De Mervelec 2007:59)
Figure 9: Woman with a broom. Johannesburg, October 2000 (De Mervelec 2001:118)
Figure 10: Philharmonic musician. Johannesburg, May 2000 (De Mervelec 2001:17)

Fig 7

Fig 9 Fig 10
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There is potential for cultural hybridity in Johannesburg but it is held back by constraint 

relating to its history. It is important to define what Bhabha refers to as the ‘third 

space’ in Johannesburg. In Bhabha’s characterization of cultural hybridity he refers to 

an ‘in- between’ space or the ‘third space’ which is the space in which cultural hybridity 

can take place (Alsayyad 2001).  

A hybrid community building that incorporates different elements has the potential 

to extend the ‘third space’ and put it in an everyday practical use. For the purpose of 

the thesis, the third space is best represented as democratic space. This is the space 

where people of different communities can interact and engage with one another 

Conclusion 

Architecture must challenge Johannesburg’s long history of separation and start to 

reawaken its public life. A hybrid community building presents an opportunity to create 

public places in which people are willed to interact. This would facilitate and generate 

places and opportunity for the public to engage and interact. Jane Jacobs (1961) 

argues that diversity is abundant in big cities and itself stimulates more diversity. In 

Johannesburg, community buildings should react to the diverse nature of its citizens 

and support it with a multiplicity of services. Such a hybrid should incorporate a 

number of services that are aimed specifically at various communities within a 

particular area

 The areas of Brixton and Mayfair just on the edge of the west of the city centre with 

its busy High Street and diverse range of inhabitants is the ideal area to explore and 

insert a hybrid community building. The High Street divides the two neighbourhoods 

and provides a major route to the western area of Johannesburg from the city centre. 

The area is culturally diverse and was one of the first areas to integrate different 

racial groups. Brixton and Mayfair are both in need of regeneration and therefore 

an architectural intervention can be the nucleus around which this can happen. The 

architectural insertion must be the point around which the suburb can centre itself and 

the place where the different communities of Brixton and Mayfair can reconnect with 

the area and with each other. 
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Figure 11: Flow Diagram of Research Process
 

1.2|  Proposal 

Johannesburg is a city with a public that is composed of different communities of 

different religions, races and ethnicities that gives the city a vibrancy and vigour. 

There is a lack of interaction and engagement between the unique public that exists in 

Johannesburg who should be reconnecting with one another and the city. The proposal 

of this thesis is the addressing of these issues through a reconceptualised community 

building that is a collision of different programme and events.

This is about creating a building in the public realm that supports and encourages 

the engagement of different people in different ways. Saskia Sassen describes the 

importance of public community buildings by saying that 

‘The building must be a building that does not point to an elsewhere- it must not 
symbolize some other idealized condition, one not present in the neighbourhood. 
The building must be of the place but is not subsumed by it. It must stand out in 
the urban fabric where it is inserted, and in so doing produce a point of gravity 
around which practices can emerge and be shaped. This building is not simply in 
public space. It is public space’ (2006:14).  
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Fig 11
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Figure 12: Diagram of Oskar Schlemmers that encapsulates the principle of event, 
space and movement related to cross programming (Tschumi 1996:78)

Fig 12

Introduction

The theoretical position of this chapter is divided into three main components that 

pertain to the relevant issues and ideas of the thesis question. The first theme of this 

chapter is entitled Public. The theme unravels ideas of community and the importance 

of community as a central theme of what public is and how it is defined for this thesis. 

Fortification is an opposing idea of public and will also be addressed

The second part of the issues chapter unpacks themes of Conflict and deals with two 

issues. The first is social conflict and the second issue that is dealt with under the 

conflict theme is one of democratic space in the public realm.  This is an unpacking 

and defining of ideas that deal with the democratic space and the public realm and 

how this relates to and facilitates notions of social conflict. 

The third part of the issues chapter relates to the idea of hybridity. This is the idea 

that the proposed building is a community building comprised of different parts and 

therefore due to its miscellaneous nature- a hybrid. It is important to understand ideas 

of hybridity that relates directly to architecture. 
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2.1|  Public

2.1.1 Community 

A community is a term that groups people in some way. The term in its most generic form is 

used to describe any collective of persons sharing values, ideas, or lifestyles (Karp 1991). A 

community can pertain to the work place, an ethnic or racial grouping or religious affiliation. 

In Johannesburg, many different communities could fall within a broad range of definitions. 

The many different combinations of different communities therefore comprise the general 

public of the city. In Johannesburg, people withdrawal into different communities of varying 

descriptions but it is significant that communities of varying values, ideas and lifestyles 

connect to grow and enrich the public life of the city and challenge ideas of withdrawal.

The architectural question is aimed at finding different ways to bring together different 

communities that exist within the neighbourhoods of Brixton and Mayfair through the 

amalgamation of different services that those neighbourhoods require. 

Interdependence 

Richard Sennett believes that;
‘The idea of community is not interchangeable with the idea of a social group; a 
community is a particular kind of social group in which men believe they share 
something together’ (1970:31). 

The importance of the idea of community as is one that transcends monetary values and 

is about recognizing a sense of belonging within a particular group. The purpose of the 

investigation is to explore ways that public services and public spaces can create a sense of 

belonging between different communities in a specific area. This should create a sense of 
‘togetherness across social, religious and racial lines. 
‘We have seen that the rediscovery of community depends on the analyst’s ability 
to look at the world in a new way. Community is alive; it is our old conceptions of 
community that are no longer viable’ (Karp 1991:74).  

The idea of community as described by Jane Jacobs (1961) in her book The Death of 

Great American Cities is groups of people who get to know one another over many years 

is somewhat idealistic in current areas such as Brixton and Mayfair and in a much bigger 

context of Johannesburg. People and communities move around more frequently and more 

often than when Jane Jacobs was writing. It is important, therefore, to create a sense of 

community by creating a public building and public space that creates multiple points of 

contact and is flexible to adapt to an assortment of communities that may or may not be 

changing but still create a sense of belonging and interdependence with the neighbourhood.
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Identity 

People must feel that they belong to create a community; this is about people feeling that 

they are the same and not different (Sennett 1970). In diverse neighbourhoods such as 

Brixton and Mayfair it is essential that people feel the same beyond racial and social lines. 

The strength of the idea of community is to create a sense of togetherness and belonging. 

Richard Sennett describes this in his book The Uses of Disorder as a way to ‘knit peoples 

social lives together’ (1970:138) by using social conflict to make the different communities 

understand that interdependence is essential in order to survive. 

Creating a sense of identity and belonging with a place is an ever ongoing process of 

making social contacts and exchanges.  AbdouMaliq Simone (2005) says that it is a 

constellation of factors that start to comprise an urban social identity.  Relations to different 

regimes of moral, governance and economic practise are essential but should not be 

brought under complete control by just one of these things. There is an important dynamic 

relationship between these aspects that creates a sense of identity. 

This is best exhibited as the coming together and interaction of different communities, 

which is beneficial to neighbourhoods as it provides a number of practical aspects that 

contribute to a well functioning urban environment. The first reason is that presence of 

people in a place creates a feeling of comfort and attracts more people.’ People’s love 

of watching activity and other people is constantly evident in cities everywhere’ (Jacobs 

1961:37). The chaos and busyness of a place adds excitement and unpredictability creating 

an atmosphere that draws people thus presenting the opportunity for engagement to occur. 

Engagement must happen in the public realm and these are described by Jacobs as the 

‘the parks and squares and public buildings as part of the street fabric; use them to 

intensify and knit together the fabrics complexity and multiple uses’ (1961:129).  The public 

spaces within neighbourhoods should be the places that can facilitate and encourage a 

confrontation and interaction between the people of that neighbourhood.  

Conclusion 

The interaction of communities is essential to a well functioning neighbourhood. The 

knitting together of people of dissimilar groups creates a conflict that creates vitality in 

neighbourhoods and is essential to a well functioning district. Without people in the public 

realm the public realm does not exist therefore it is important that the built environment 

starts to create situations that encourage the interaction between people of different 

communities. By providing a building that provides a number of public services and public 

spaces there is more opportunity for communities to come together and start to form a 

richer more diverse public life that is characteristic of Johannesburg.
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2.1.2 Fortification 

Fig 13 Fig 14

Figure 13 /14: Abstract montage of fortifying and forti! cation  (from Lang 2003:62)
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The gated community is synonymous with Johannesburg. However, the words ‘gated’ 

and ‘community’ are a contradiction for there is nothing communal about this form 

of fortification. Gated enclaves occur within affluent suburbs that sever themselves 

from the rest of the city with palisade fences and walls. In communities of abundances 

that can afford this type of self defence and sever them off from the city. Richard 

Sennett (1970:48) says, ‘the necessity for social interaction, the necessity to share, is 

no longer a driving force, men can withdraw into their self contained, self sustaining 

homes.’ 

The emergence of gated communities in Johannesburg, in the last twenty years, further 

contributes to the urban fragmentation that was inherited from the Apartheid system. 

The gated community is a suburb that fortifies and blocks off roads with fences and 

creates limited entry points into that suburb. The fortification of suburbia is a reaction 

to notoriously high crime rates that exist in Johannesburg. The book the Endless City 

(2007) gives the figure of gated communities currently in Johannesburg at 600 with 

1100 checkpoints, which is a remarkable figure for the Gauteng region that has a 

population of 8.8 million and the city of Johannesburg that has 3.2 million inhabitants. 
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The establishment of gated communities negates the passive surveillance of streets 

and any suggestion of community and in doing so makes the streets become more 

susceptible to crime. 
‘Spacious homes that are abandoned during the day, large sprawling lawns, high 
walls and empty suburban streets with long driveways are all characteristics of 
the privileged are now conditions of extreme vulnerability’(Bremner 1998:56). 

So whilst the gated community seems to be a reaction to a notorious high crime rate 

the enclave creates a more dangerous situation by creating quiet streets in suburbs 

that are devoid of any sort of activity and inhabitants that are not reliant on one 

another. 

Fig 15 Fig 16

Fig 17 Fig 18

Figure 16/17/18/19: Various enclaves in Johannesburg
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Fig 19

Figure 19: The Brixton Library in Mayfair West
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The city should be a place of diverse situations and experiences but when increasingly 

fortified it becomes a linear repetitive experience. Secluding and immersing oneself 

totally in a womb of palisades and buttressed walls totally negates the essential 

disorder in a city of interaction with people of different backgrounds. This creates 

‘forts’ in suburbia and ‘purified communities that avoid any meaningful social contact’ 

(Sennett 1970:119).  Abundant gated communities increase the private authority over 

what was once public space this contributes to a disintegration of a quality public 

realm that intertwines itself with different social, racial and ethnic groups.

The distressing aspect is that this incidence of erecting barriers seems to be extending 

itself into the public realm. Public buildings and public spaces have started to fortify 

their threshold with hard edges in the form of walls and palisade fences. The wall has 

a purpose but it is to define the private and public aspects of our lives. The wall in 

public buildings is in fact public space and is a threshold that welcomes the public 

and defines that realm within our neighbourhoods.  ‘The wall becomes a space that 

constitutes or activates our public space, not what divides the inside from outside’ 

(Sassen 2006:14). This explicit expression of self-defence and fortification in 

Johannesburg that appears to have extended itself greatly and it diminishes any sense 

of public life and opportunity for real engagement. Marcuse believes that ;
‘we need cities that will be conditions of life, of full and free and unfragmented 
lives, not cities of discretion and domination: we need walls that welcome and 
shelter not walls that exclude and oppress’ (1995:251)

Conclusion

Where in Johannesburg, then, can voluntary associations, social movements and 

public communications take place? The increasing fortification of suburbia and the 

public realm is causing these places to diminish or become places that are privatized 

and therefore not accessible to everyone.  Public life in Johannesburg is becoming 

dominated and controlled by high income residential and the commercial sectors. This 

undermines any sense of community within neighbourhoods and any sense of public 

life in the city. 
Figure 20: The Sophiatown Police Station
Figure 21: Brixton Police Station
Figure 22:Yeoville Police Station

Fig 20 Fig 21 Fig 22
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2.2|  Conflict 

2.2.1 Social Conflict 

The phrase social conflict is one that derives connotations that are violent in 

description and brings to mind issues that deal with strains and disturbances. 

However, broadly defined, social conflict theory is the implementation and 

transformation of social structures. By challenging and reconceptualising social 

structure through conflict, the social structure of a particular place can be revitalised 

and strengthened. Lewis Coser (1962) affirms that a social system is one that 

continuously needs to be in conflict in order to renew and give life to its energies and 

creative forces. 

AbdouMaliq Simone in his book Urban Africa also emphasises the need for a 

social conflict in African cities. He believes that social conflict is essential to a well 

functioning public life and elaborates that:
 ‘there is always con" ict in cities, and this con" ict will continue, but how the 
con" ict is waged, how it is communicated or argued, how arguments and those 
who conduct them become visible and legitimate, itself constitutes the shaping 
of public life’ (2005:5).

Social conflict is something that is significant in the activation and support of public 

life. 



28

The importance of social conflict is to affect a change within a system that has 

inherent problems (Coser 1962). The system that can be identified as problematic 

within Johannesburg is a lack of interaction between the diverse communities. Social 

Conflict in the public realm is about people of different classes, races and religions 

being forced to interact through chance encounters. The combination of different 

architectural programmes that would usually be separate is an opportunity to create 

architectural points of unforeseen confrontations and events that will facilitate a social 

conflict. 

Johannesburg is a place that has multiple intensities and layers of complex history and 

urban formation, and therefore it is important that, within urban environments, social 

conflict occurs. The long history of racial separation and current trends of economic 

and class separation in enclaves and gated communities in Johannesburg has resulted 

in public spaces that are characteristic of the notions of isolation and separation 

of apartheid. Johannesburg’s inhabitants continue to practise the same ideas of 

separation in different ways. The oppressive Apartheid government set a precedent for 

a way to live that now is mimicked in the creations of enclaves and general fortification 

of buildings throughout the city. 

Social conflict must occur at a neighbourhood scale, where there should be a concrete 

gesture in encouraging interaction between different people of different race, culture 

and religion. Sennett believes ‘Every individual needs the experience of being 

challenged by others in order to grow both psychologically and ethically’ (1998:22). 

Fig 23 Fig 24

Figure 23: The artist Banksy uses the medium of art to encourage a social con" ict in the public realm, Untitled (Banksy 2006:139)
Figure 24: Untitled (Banksy 2006:128)
Figure 25: Untitled (Banksy 2006:25)
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Fig 25

The process of interacting with different communities in a public realm is vital to the 

growth of individuals but also of the collective public life. 

Social conflict can happen consciously but also and just as importantly unconsciously 

too. Simone expands on this idea by saying that social conflict occurs in public space 

and 
‘is elaborated not only to re- con! rm social ties or legitimate everyday practices 
and attitudes, but also to create the impression that certain social realities, 
alliances, loyalties and political and economic activities are taking place, whether 
or not they actually take place in actuality’ (2002:118).

 The form of social conflict of re-confirming social ties and legitimate everyday 

practises is been lost in Johannesburg but must be regained. 

Conclusion

Social conflict is a process of constructing new conditions by which people interact and 

communicate. By creating a new confrontational order this will enable the public to 

have a better understanding of each other. It is important that these communications 

take place and are encouraged. The proposed architecture is one that brings together 

a number of services to facilitate this conflict. It is a challenge of the rigid institutional 

approach to building both public space and public service buildings. It is also 

important to facilitate the public in need of service by creating a public building that 

is a marriage of both service and public space that is then an opportunity to create 

moments of interaction and a reconnection with the city. 
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2.2.2 Democratic Space and the Public Realm

The purpose of the thesis is to produce space for strangers to interact and engage 

with one another. The building must generate a situation where people of an area 

can be brought into conflict with each another. Johannesburg has endured a past of 

separation and division and with such a diversity of inhabitants; it is of the utmost 

importance that these sorts of exchanges take place and that there are spaces that 

facilitate this exchange. A place of a social convergence and coming together can be 

defined as the democratic space of a city. Okwui Enwezor describes democratic space 

not as a space but rather the place of ‘deliberation between free and equal citizens’ 

(2006:10). 

The Public realm

The public realm is an ambiguous term that can be defined as somewhere between 

the strictly public and private aspects of our lives and is produced by both. As much 

as anything it derives from networks of associations within society, many of which 

are informal (Rowe 1997). The public realm is the place where the public of a city 

can come together and reconnect with each other beyond the walls of their homes. 

It facilitates the brief encounter but also the prearranged social encounter. These 

are moments of social conflict and it is important these occur as it creates a sense 

of place and identification with a particular area. For the public to be in conflict it is 

important that within multiple areas of a city that there is accommodation for this to 

happen. 

Fig 26

Figure 25:Public space. Urban Design Limited. 55 North. Newcastle, 2004 (Lam 2007:140)
Figure 26:Public space. Kinnear Landscape Architects. Cookson Park Shef! eld. Shef! eld, 2006 (Lam 2007:201)
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Public Space

Public space in cities are an extension of the public realm, public spaces 

accommodate and allow for the public realm to exist. Public spaces are the places 

where people can interact and communities can intertwine and this confrontation 

allows public power to be restored (Sennett 2007). In his book Creating Vibrant Urban 

places to Live, David Dewar (1995:21) states that ‘precedent shows that the quality of 

the public spatial environment is particularly important in positively performing urban 

environments.’ Public space is important in cities for the way it services the public and 

particularly for the way the public uses that space. The public using and frequenting 

the public spaces in a city are the real contributors to better environments in cities and 

this then contributes to the greater urban whole. Public space is then not considered 

as a thing but rather a value adding a quality to existing infrastructure (Enwezor 2006). 

If public space strives to be democratic space it should be a place that people can and 

do collectively experience the city and engage, both formally and informally with one 

another. Public and democratic space is intermeshed and should be considered as the 

same thing for without a public inhabitancy public space becomes irrelevant. Public 

space is democratic space and should function as such by facilitating the everyday 

practices of different communities and in doing so make what Sassen describes as 

‘publicness’ (2006:15). 

Fig 26
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This is then not the building of public space but rather the construction of it through 

the maximum interaction and social discourse between individuals and communities. 

Johannesburg is a city that is becoming global in scale; a large city filled with 

migrants, ethnic diversity and as a result produces a number of different networks and 

conditions. Its inhabitants belong to many different types of communities through their 

work, families, consumption habits and leisure pursuits. A complex city experience is 

one where individuals face everyday life as a journey of interaction between groups 

of different race, ethnicity and social standing. Citizen involvement is how people 

feel linked to others when necessarily they cannot know them and is best executed 

through what Enwezor emphasises as  a ‘civil concord between users, with maximum 

potential for the exercise of difference rather than social conformity’ (2006:9).  

Democratic space means creating a forum for strangers to interact. Johannesburg has 

an opportunity to create a democratic forum in the public realm by bringing together its 

vastly different and diverse public and challenging ideas of autonomy and closure.

 

Fig 27

Figure 27/28: Public space. Gustafson Porter. Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain. London, 2004 (Lam 2007:176)
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A Multiplicity of Contact points

The creation of democratic space should include and consider what Sennett describes 

as a multiplicity of contact points;

‘For if the multiple points of social contact once characterizing the city can be 

reawakened under terms appropriate to affluence, then some channels for 

experiencing diversity and disorder will again be open to men. The great promise of 

city life is a new kind of confusion possible within its borders, an anarchy that will not 

destroy men, but make them richer and more mature’ (1970:108). 

Creating democratic space is creating a space that supports and creates a multiplicity 

of contact points. This is about using architecture or built form as the catalyst of 

a number of points or moments where people of a city can connect and engage 

spontaneously and unplanned. The incorporation of service elements into public space 

allows for there to be a greater chance of creating moments of social encounter that is 

so important in creating democratic space. 

Fig 28
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Conclusion

The proposed hybrid community building should create a multiplicity of contact points 

in the public realm and therefore as an extension create democratic space. This is 

about creating an architecture that is aimed at creating social conflict in public spaces 

as well as providing new public infrastructure and service for communities. This can 

take place through the rethinking of what exactly a community building is, what it 

provides and how it changes and reacts to different neighbourhoods of Johannesburg. 

The functioning of a community building that responds to the everyday activities 

of a particular physical environment and is the unification of a number of different 

programmes should create and encourage situations of interaction. This form of 

democratic space supports issues of interaction, coexistence and interdependency 

through its functioning and use and it is the community manifesting itself in a built 

form. The thesis proposal is about creating public buildings in modest public spaces 

and through that there is the possibility of strengthening urban public space (Sassen 

2006). 

Fig 29

Figure 29:Diagram representing an idea of multiplicity of contact points
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2.3.2 Architectural Hybridity 

The bringing together of a number of different public services is the creation of a 

hybrid community building. The objective is to facilitate a discourse between the 

different inhabitants of a specific community in Johannesburg by bringing together a 

number of different services. 

Unconscious Hybridity

In his essay Architecture, Hybridity and Post-Apartheid Design Jonathan Noble 

(2007) states that the distinctions: overt and hidden, momentary and sublimated 

and conscious and unconscious forms of hybridity are useful for a more nuanced 

understanding of hybridity within architectural terms. The proposed architectural 

question deals only with the unconscious forms of architectural hybridity as defined 

by Noble and deals with the concept of cross programming in the creation of the 

community building as a hybrid. 

Fig 30 Fig 31

Figure 30:Unconscious hybridity in Johannesburg. Mai Mai Market - hen house. Johannesburg (De Mervelec 2007:30)
Figure 31:Unconscious hybridity in Johannesburg. An informal trader in the area of Marshalltown just east of Johannesburg City Centre
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The unconscious form of hybridity is best defined by as something that ‘gives birth to 

new forms of amalgamation rather than contestation’ (Young 1995:21). This is best 

literally represented by the informal traders in Johannesburg that have claimed the 

sidewalks for informal trade. Noble says that;
‘a ! ne example of a less-than-planned, less-than-conscious form of hybridity, can 
be seen on the streets of contemporary Johannesburg, where street traders set 
up their wares in front of disused shops’ (2007:13).

The proposed hybrid community building must identify, consider, incorporate and be 

sensitive to aspects of unconscious forms of hybridity that exist in varying forms in 

Brixton and Mayfair.  

Event and Cross Programming

Within the ideas of architectural hybridity a large range of varying hybrids comprised 

of different elements can be identified. The marriage of different stylistic elements 

occurs often and regularly in many buildings. The same can be said for the practical 

aspects of different structural elements that are brought together to make up 

buildings. However for the implicit intent of this thesis the architectural hybridity that is 

dealt with is in fact a notion of programme overlap or imbrication. 

The creation of the proposed hybrid community building deals with the crossover of 

different programmes that then allows for and is the catalyst for creating moment’s 

community cohesion. Bernard Tschumi in his essay Six Concepts in Contemporary 

Architecture states that; 

Fig 32
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Figure 32/33: Two diagrams representing notions of cross programming (Cortez 2007:20)
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‘If architecture is concept and experience, space and use, structure and 
super! cial image -non hierarchically - then architecture should cease to separate 
these categories and instead merge them into unprecedented combinations of 
programmes and spaces’ (1991:19).

The bringing together of an unique combination of programmes and spaces can then 

allow for a multitude of contact points to occur that would not have previously occurred 

if these programmes stood alone. The possibility of interaction and engagement that is 

so vital between different communities then has a greater chance of occurring through 

the bringing together of a varying amount of different things; in the case of this thesis 

it would be a number of different services. 

Bernard Tschumi explains the importance of programme by saying ‘there is no 

architecture without events, no architecture without programme’ (1996:121). The 

thesis is the proposal of a new type of community building incorporating a crossover 

of different programmes to become a new type of hybrid community building. This is 

meant in a very literal sense by the programme being brought into the building being 

site and community specific. It is also implicit in an abstract sense by the communities 

being strengthened through forced engagement that is directly related to a multiplicity 

of different services that a hybrid combination of different parts can offer. Therefore 

the success of the architecture will be not through its style or form but rather through 

its function and serving of the community into which it is placed. 

Fig 33
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It is important to establish that the ‘event’ that Tschumi refers to, for the purpose 

of this thesis, is in fact social conflict. The programmatic arrangement is the aspect 

of the hybrid community building that will support the ‘event’.  It is the creation of 

moments of interaction between various communities or what has already been 

defined as a multiplicity of contact points that is the ‘event’.  The programmes that 

are brought together and overlapped should advocate the idea of ‘event’: the bringing 

together of people of different backgrounds. This

‘event’ and altering programmatic response to the site are interlinked and reinforce 

one another. 

Programme within this thesis is vital as it is the very practical draw factor for the hybrid 

community building. The bringing together and overlapping of different programmes is 

done in order to create new centres at a neighbourhood level. These new small nuclei 

of neighbourhoods should deliver an imbrication of different activities and services. 

The overlap of programme will allow for a number of different things to be achieved by 

the user in a convenient continuous manner. This then allows for architecture to gain 

a richer more diverse layering to it and for different programme to inform and support 

one another. 

Fig 34

Figure 34/35: Two diagrams representing notions of cross programming (Cortez 2007:22)
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Bernard Tschumi (1996) describes this as ‘transprogramming’ or when two programs 

are combined together regardless of their compatibility. The idea extends itself 

beyond convenience to an idea that the different programmes can begin to become 

interdependent or reliant on one another and in doing so change the way that a 

particular service is executed. This then is a disjunction between what we would 

perceive as the expected use of a particular programme. Whilst this provides for 

interesting instances where programmes can support one another it also allows for the 

clash of programme would not be compatible. In this regard this should be addressed 

as an opportunity to create an interesting architecture that responds to issues 

pertaining to programme clashing. 

Conclusion 

The hybrid community building must facilitate and support the abundant cultural 

hybridism that exists in Johannesburg and particularly in the areas of Brixton and 

Mayfair. The building should be a hybrid of different functions and services and by 

incorporating different elements that have not previously been mixed. The building 

hybridizes different programmatic service elements of public buildings rather than 

practical elements such as structure, materiality and surface and rearranges these 

spaces to create a new type of public service contained within a new type of public 

building. By doing this the building can encourage and accommodate other forms of 

hybridity and facilitate a cultural hybridity by extending the third space in Brixton and 

Mayfair.

Fig 35
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3.1 Communal Centres through the Ages

In the context of the thesis, a timeline of the development of the city is used to extract 

the places and spaces where people have interacted and engaged over various eras 

of time and in different parts of the world. Communal hybrids have existed throughout 

the ages and facilitated ideas of democratic space and social conflict.  Social conflict 

and interaction of communities has most frequently occurred when the parts of 

commercial, religious, public and recreational aspects have been brought together. 

The modern city has forgotten the importance of all these elements being centred and 

within close proximity to one another and this is something that must be reintroduced 

at a neighbourhood level to tie and bind communities together and in doing so have a 

greater chance of creating cultural hybridity and social conflict. 

This concept is best represented and emphasised by a number of key eras exhibiting 

an idea of a communal hybrid. The Agora in Ancient Greece was the market place and 

the place where business was conducted.  The Agora served the people of Ancient 

Greek Cities as the democratic space, the communal space and was open to all 

people: rich and poor. This is where communities could conduct their affairs and face 

difficulties together. The Agora was made up of a number of parts and was the place 

where people conducted public, commercial and social affairs and could be considered 

the original formalised hybrid community centre (Sennett 1994). 

The Roman Forum that was an extension and combination of the Agora and Acropolis 

from the Hellenic city. The Acropolis was the highly religious aspect of the city and the 

Romans add an important aspect to the communal hybrid being the very prominent 

aspect of religion. The forum incorporates a number of different functions such as 

the food market, slaughter space, shops and a religious aspect of the temple. These 

forums became places where people could shop, pray, gossip and take part in public 

affairs. The forum was further ‘hybridized’ later by the introduction of the treasury, 

prison and council house adjoining it (Mumford 1961). The diversity of the forum is 

described; 
‘rich married loungers hang around the Basilica. A good supply of harlots 
too, if not in prime condition; also men for hire- purchase...in the lower forum 
respectable and well-to-do citizens out for a walk: " ashier types in the middle 
forum. By the old shops, the money changers- loans negotiated or accepted... In 
the Vicus Tuscus, homosexuals, very versatile " ounce about.’ (Sennett 1994:111)
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The idea of a centre of different parts can be found in the medieval period where the 

market and cathedral are the dominant buildings. The church formed the centre of the 

town in both a literal and figurative sense. The market then was nearby or in front of 

the church as the church was the place where inhabitants most frequently gathered 

together. The church during this period went beyond been a place of spiritual worship 

and acted as a community centre with a range of different functions. It served as 

theatre, dining hall forum for intellectuals and even as a bank on occasion. The church 

and market would divide the town into quarters and form a functional precincts or 

neighbourhoods. The neighbourhood would then be identified with its parish and be 

named accordingly.  The idea of a centralized number of amenities is not lost from the 

Roman and Greek periods and the town square with church, market and square are 

the places where communities are united together (Mumford 1961:307). 

By the Renaissance cities had begun to grow and the idea of one centre starts 

to develop to become an idea of many centres. The importance of Venice is the 

organization of neighbourhoods and precincts that each function with a certain 

amount of autonomy and in effect the city is made of a number of little cities. Each 

quarter is set up with its own church and local provision market and water supply. This 

creates small areas and districts with little nuclei that are centred on a balance of 

square, church and market. The importance of the small communal centre contributes 

to the larger strength of Venice as a city (Mumford 1961:310). 

Conclusion 

The ancient idea of an Agora with a number of functions that are centralised provided 

ancient cities with places for all people to interact and engage with one another. This 

idea extended itself into Ancient Rome, the Middle Ages and the Renaissance period 

and existed in some form or another until the industrial revolution. The early cities 

created hybrids of different functions of public, commercial, social and recreational 

parts. This idea has been lost in modern times and the idea of the Agora should be 

re introduced into cities at a neighbourhood levels to create a point around which 

different communities can centre themselves. 

For the full timeline see appendix a. 
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3.2 The Agora in Ancient Greece

‘The recovery of the essential values that were incorporated in the ancient cities, 
above all those of Greece, is a primary condition for the furthest development of 
the city in our time.’ 
(Mumford 1961:63) 

Lewis Mumford in his book The City in History emphasises the importance of the 

essential values of ancient Greek cities in the development of our cities. Particularly 

the basic principle of the Agora from this time period is something that should be 

analysed in regards to creating a hybrid community building. Richard Wycherley in his 

book How the Greeks built Cities says that, ‘one may doubt whether the public spaces 

of any other cities have ever seen such an intense and sustained concentration of 

varied activities’ (1962:51). The Agora was not just the central public space in Ancient 

Greek Cities but the heart of these cities with a constant activity and interaction; and 

diversity of function. 

The Agora was the key feature in ancient Greek cities and grew over a long period of 

time and extended itself, largely from the centre of the Greek cities outwards into the 

residential areas and then towards the countryside. Wycherley (1962) says that the 

Agora traditionally was the focal point of community life and the true centre which 

held the whole city structure together. The Agora, a public square was defined broadly 

by a number of key buildings that were arranged around it. These buildings were 

namely the council magistrate’s house, the stoa or general purpose building with 

colonnade, altars, temples and other religious institutions. As the ancient Greeks saw 

a tremendous growth in trade and industry the merchants, traders, speculators and 

bankers arose around or within a close proximity to the Agora often using the stoa 

to set up businesses. The Agora, the centre of ancient Greek cities, comprised of a 

number of different parts that namely dealt with aspects of commercial, civic and 

public matters or issues relating to the administration of the city, various religious 

practises and eventually recreational activities. 

An analysis of the Athens Agora in terms of the arrangement of the different key parts, 

access points and movement is important in order to establish a better understanding 

of how this communal centre was arranged in order to better inform the thesis 

question and start to establish a better understanding of how the communal hybrid 

being proposed could be put together. 
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The case study will look at the early Agora and then classic Agora of Ancient Athens 

and then briefly at the Athenian Agora at its fullest development during a much later 

period. The Agora’s development started long before the classical period which dates 

at around 400 BC and John Camp (1986) expresses that the key public space, road 

and several of the key buildings had been built or outlined by this period. The royal 

stoa that was the headquarters of the higher magistrate and the Bouleuterion that 

accommodated the senate and the Heliaia (the large law court which emerged around 

the Agora during this period). There were key religious institutions in the form of 

temples and small shrines. The central road, the Panatheniac way was introduced and 

followed a direct axis towards the Acropolis. The final important element of this period 

that emerged was the open public space known as the Orchestra around which all the 

elements were placed and functioned as the important democratic space in Ancient 

Greece. 

This was also multifunctional and accommodated a wide variety of different 

recreational activities. The Agora of this period however was largely destroyed during 

the Persian sack of 480 BC and many of the above mentioned buildings were rebuilt 

during the classical Agora period (Camp 1986). 

Figure 36: The Agora in the Archaic period. Athens, ca. 500 B.C.  (Camp 1986:37) 

Fig 36



46

The classical Agora rebuilt many of the key components from the previous era that 

were destroyed in the Persian sack. Camp (1986) states that during this period Greece 

flourished both as an intellectual and cultural centre and this was best emphasised in 

the rebuilding and growth of the Agora. Buildings such as the Bouleuterion and royal 

Stoa, were rebuilt and made bigger. The north part of the site which previously had 

only one stoa and a number of small temples were replaced by a much larger stoa. 

This was adjoined by two new large stoa’s and a third large stoa on the south of the 

site. An adjoining mint exemplified the Agora’s importance as the commercial centre 

in Athens. The stoa was an important typology within the Agora precinct as it was the 

place that served the general public. The Stoa was not built for one specific purpose 

but rather to be flexible and support the informal trader and place for formal and 

informal engagements to occur.

The covered colonnade also provided an important circulation space around the Agora 

that was protected from the weather. The planting of trees along the edge of the main 

public space allowed for a second tier of shading. A running track was introduced into 

the orchestra during this period which is the first recreational facility introduced into 

the complex. It extends the functionality of the open public space and emphasises the 

importance of a central flexible public space. 

A larger version of the law court large law court known as the Heliaia was built in 

the same position as its predecessor on the south of the site. The new buildings 

that emerged dated around this period include the Hephaisteion, a large temple. 

The position of the Tholos just south of the Bouleuterion served civic purposes and 

completed a civic strip of buildings along the north western side of the Agora (Camp 

1986). The seating area just north of the old Bouleuterion that led down towards the 

Hephaisteion served an important public function of providing seating on the edge of 

the Agora and often served as a place where open air legal matters could be resolved. 

Towards the northern eastern part of the Agora there were the law courts and thus the 

northern parts of the Agora are dedicated to civic buildings. The north west buildings 

relating to administrative and legislative matters whilst the buildings to the north east 

relating to civic duties that pertained more to legal matters. Inter-dispersed among 

these critical public buildings and the large public space there are a fair amount of 

residences and other smaller commercial aspects.
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Fig 37

Figure 37: The Classical Agora. Athens, ca. 400 B.C.  (Camp 1986:89) 
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The final diagram represents the Agora at its most developed stage and a number 

of new building typologies are introduced into the complex. The central public space 

becomes inhabited by new temples and an Odeion: a public concert hall. The open 

public space now becomes a series of public spaces that are connected by a series 

of different programme but also a number of small public spaces. Other key public 

services such as latrines and baths are introduced on the south end of the agora and 

a library on the south east end

Conclusion

The Agora was the centre of ancient Athens and other Greek cites and served to 

build social, capital and community cohesion. The concentration of activity at centre 

of the town of the functions commercial, recreational, public brought together and 

highly accessible from all sides liberated the social and communal aspects of the city. 

The relevance to the thesis is the concentration of different things ultimately made 

the Agora successful. Different programmes supported one another and facilitated 

a social engagement that enriches and binds communities together. The relevance 

is not so much the parts that get put together as the Agora developed over time the 

more complex the program surrounding it became but rather that a hybrid community 

building should be a sum of different parts that include commercial, public and 

recreational aspects that are supported by a public space that allows for social conflict 

to occur.  

Fig 38

Figure 38: The Greek Agora, ca. 200 A.D. (Camp 1986:153)
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Figure 39: A diagram representing the principle of the Agora that bears relevance to this thesis

Fig 39
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3.3|  Sandton City 

The Agora precedent study looked at how a communal centre was created in Ancient 

Greece and what the main parts that made up this centre were. It is important to 

analyse a precedent that condenses all the important aspects of the Agora into one 

building 

It is therefore important to identify and analyse a precedent that appears to hybridise 

characteristic’s of commercial, recreational, public and social in Johannesburg. 

Sandton City appears to be comprised of these elements and therefore can start to 

define it as an architectural hybrid or a condensed modern Agora. 

Fig 40

Figure 40: Aerial view of Sandton
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The area Sandton came into existence in the early twentieth century as a site 

for country estates for wealthy and affluent Johannesburg residents. In 1969 it 

was proclaimed a city and is situated in an area north of the old Johannesburg 

central business district. Bremner asserts that most South African cities such as 

Johannesburg;

‘were characterized by a central core, where employment opportunities were 
located, and peripheral dormitory suburbs until the 1960’s, when capital began 
to relocate to suburban business nodes north of the city- Rosebank, Sandton and 
Randburg’ (1997:50)  

This resulted in the building of Sandton City in 1972 to facilitate and service the upper 

middle class suburban areas of Sandown, Benmore Gardens, Parkmore, Sandhurst 

and Hyde Park in the north eastern periphery of Johannesburg. 

Beginning in the 1980’s and accelerating in the 1990’s was a large relocation of 

business and bank headquarters into the Sandton area from the old Johannesburg 

C.B.D. The move of businesses into the area of Sandton was epitomised by the shift of 

the Johannesburg Stock Exchange in 2000 which brought with it even more corporate 

head offices, banking headquarters and international financial houses (Bremner 

2007). 

Sandton City can be described as an architectural hybrid because of the varying 

overlap of programme that occurs in the shopping centre. Aspects of commercial, 

recreational, cultural, public and social all have been identified and exist condensed 

around nelson Mandela Square. The services that are incorporated within Sandton City 

are the public services of a library and clinic, privatised cultural aspects of a theatre 

and three art galleries and the commercial aspects of the shopping centre all of which 

are centred and occur around the public space Nelson Mandela square. This makes 

the centre a convenient place to be drawn to do a large variety of different things.  

The programme imbrication resulted because of two specific aspects. The first aspect 

that was a defining characteristic was the influx of businesses into the Sandton area 

from the old central business district in Johannesburg. This resulted in Sandton City 

adapting and developing a greater range of different services to cater for a wider range 

of users that was beyond the needs of residential communities. Second and more 

critical was the development of the Nelson Mandela Square in 1993 which liberated 

the shopping centre by creating a third anchor between the two existing commercial 

anchor stores. This was a critical expansion as it introduced a third anchor that was 

not entirely driven by commercial aspects but was an open space around which then 

number of new and different things could then happen. 
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Nelson Mandela Square is the central point of the shopping complex and all the 

activities and services are anchored around this space. This is the critical space as 

it allows for and encourages social conflict to occur and performs much in the same 

way as the in the Ancient Greek Agora Aspects that make it successful are that it 

offers a diverse range of services that are centralised and therefore very convenient 

much like The Agorian Orchestra. The wide range of services that include commercial, 

recreational and social activities are a strong attracting point to both people who work 

in the area but also those who live in the surrounding suburbs and the convenience of 

a number of different activities then allows for community cohesion to occur. 

The library as a public service element is placed directly on the square and therefore 

can be seen as a public service that has the potential for a public interface.  The 

other public service element the clinic is placed behind the square and therefore is a 

service that requires a greater degree of privacy to it. The position of the theatre, also 

placed on the square, enables the restaurants that surround the square to support the 

theatre and for the theatre to support the restaurants. The mutual benefit these two 

parts provide to one another must be an aspect that is learnt and translated into the 

hybrid community building. 

The access of the shopping centre is largely through parking lots on the roof, 

surrounding the original part of the shopping centre and through basement parking 

lots underneath Nelson Mandela Square. Pedestrian access is very limited and 

there are access points on Rivonia Road, West Street and a very small stairwell into 

a parking lot on Alice Lane. The Sandton City hybrid is then very inward looking and 

engages with the street and the immediate buildings in a very limited way that is an 

aspect that must not be translated into the proposed community building.  

Because Nelson Mandela Square and the Sandton City are both privatised neither 

are accessible to everyone nor therefore cannot be considered as a well functioning 

democratic space. This is emphasised by the major entry points into the shopping 

centre being parking basements and very limited pedestrian access to the major 

central space from the street. The creation of a successful architectural hybrid must 

balance the commercial and privatised aspects with the public aspects for the building 

to start to produce places that are democratic. An aspect of important relevance is the 

strong commercial element that is evident in the Sandton City Precedent. This is one 

that should be strongly considered being incorporated in some form into the proposed 

hybrid. A strong commercial pull can be a device to draw people of more affluent 

communities, who do not require public service elements into the proposed hybrid. 
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Fig 41 Figure 41: Sandton City with different functions and landuse map 



54

Conclusion

The success of the Sandton City as an architectural hybrid is the diverse range of 

activities and services which are centralised. The centralisation can be identified as 

a point of attraction The second success is the Nelson Mandel square that liberates 

these functions by enabling a wide variety of programme to happen around it which 

then also enables and encourages important social interactions to take place. 

The failure of Sandton as a hybrid is that it is also very inward looking and engages 

with the street in a very limited way. The hybrid is also dominated by a large 

commercial part and whilst this is a strong draw point it therefore and therefore cannot 

be described as democratic public space as certain people are inevitably excluded.

The relevance of the Sandton city precedent is that it incorporates ideas of The 

Agora by bringing together elements of recreational, public and commercial. It will be 

important to identify these elements within Brixton and Mayfair and how these parts 

are arranged in proximity to one another.  The Sandton City and the Agora precedents 

have affirmed that the proposed hybrid should be placed in a way that it can start 

to function like the Agora incorporating and placed amongst parts of recreation, 

commercial and public. This will enable the community hybrid building to be identified 

as the concretisation and solidification of public life in Brixton and Mayfair.
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3.4|  Idea Store Whitechapel

The Idea Store in Whitechapel in London England by David Adjaye & Associates 

architects is a building that probably most closely represents an idea of a hybrid 

community building.  The building is the result of an imbrication of different functions 

brought together. The concept behind the Idea Store is essentially a local library. 

The building is the amalgamation of different programme that would not normally 

be associated with a local library and starts to become more characteristic of a 

community centre. This is the reason why it is called a store rather than library as 

it is the reconceptualising of the institution of library to a store of knowledge and 

community interaction. Okwui Enwezor describes the Idea Store as;
‘the part of the whole complex of production between the community and the 
local government, each of which generates; as it interacts with the store, its own 
interpretative decisions’ (2006:11). 

The building sits on Whitechapel Road in the area of Whitechapel in London. The 

building itself starts to create a sense of a modern Agora by intertwining itself with 

other important buildings and activities in the vicinity. The Idea Store is placed on a 

road with a wide pavement which accommodates a busy street market. To the east of 

the site is Albion Yard a former brewery and a building of cultural value in the area. 

On the opposite side of the road is a hospital complex and mail sorting room. The 

building is sited in front of the parking lot of the local supermarket on what used to be 

an empty site. By doing this the Idea Store re-establishes a strong relationship with the 

existing context and immediate surrounding buildings but still allows access to it on 

either side of the supermarket.

The brief brings together a number of different programmes. It consists of a library, 

classrooms, a cafe, dance studio, crèche facilities, and complementary therapy, 

internet and surfing and information and exhibition spaces. The interesting aspect of 

the Idea Store in Whitechapel is that it is in fact a group of buildings encapsulated in 

one form much like the proposed community of this thesis is trying to achieve. The 

programme is then stacked according to its practical considerations and functionality. 

The process of arranging programme according to practical constraints is something 

that should then be used as a technique of how to bring together different programmes 

in the proposed architectural insertion.  
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Figure 42: Adjaye D. Idea Store:Site Plan,  Whitechapel, London, 2003-2007 (Allison 2006:182)
Figure 43: Landuse map of the buildings around the Idea Store 

Fig 42

Fig 43
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The circulation is centred in the middle towards the front of the building. This draws 

public in over a covered street threshold and then a secondary threshold of the foyer 

which then leads to a central core of circulation and also other service amenities 

around which the programme can occur. The programme is then layered according 

to the public or private nature of its occupation. The library and reading rooms all 

overlook the main road whilst the crèche and children’s library are buried within 

the centre of the building and assumingly places of extreme security with maximum 

passive surveillance. 

The reading and classrooms are positioned on the side of the building which allows 

readers to have a view of the street or towards the back of these spaces a more quiet 

space overlooking the parking lot of the supermarket. 

The important lessons of this precedent study are the approach that the David Adjaye 

takes to street edge and surrounding context. The building height of the Idea Store is 

taken from and responds to the general heights along the Whitechapel Road. Towards 

the back of the building, where the building heights drop off on the side streets, the 

building form is dropped and then provides functional deck for the Dance centre. 

The street facade is angles to announce the buildings presence and importance of 

the building on the street. This angled facade does not continue to the ground and 

provides a covered canopy for the street and draws the library users towards the 

circulation points. This covered space acts as the first threshold to enter through 

before entering into the building itself. So whilst the building appears to fall in line 

with the lines of the other buildings the Idea Store is actually pushed back and the 

pavement widens at the point of the Idea Store. 

Fig 44

Figure 44: Adjaye D. Idea Store:Ground Floor Plan,  Whitechapel, London, 2003-2007 (Allison 2006:188)
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Fig 45 Fig 46 Fig 47

Fig 49

Figure 45: West façade seen from Whitechapel Road. Adjaye D. Idea Store Whitechapel, London, 2001-2005 (Allison 2006:194)
Figure 46: View from second " oor looking west. Adjaye D. Idea Store, Whitechapel, London, 2001-2005 (Allison 2006:201)
Figure 47: West façade with coloured re" ections. Adjaye D. Idea Store, Whitechapel, London, 2001-2005 (Allison 2006:197)
Figure 48: Adjaye D. Idea Store:Long Section (above) and Cross Section (below),  Whitechapel, London, 2003-2007 (Allison 2006:187)
Figure 49: Staircase leading to the second " oor. Adjaye D. Idea Store, Whitechapel, London, 2001-2005 (Tonon 2007:135)

Fig 48
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Fig 50

Figure 53: Diagram representing the principle of the Idea Store that extends on the idea of the Agora

Conclusion 

The Idea Store in Whitechapel in London is a building that best encapsulates what 

Sassen (2006) describes as a building that is not simply in public space but is itself a 

public space. The relevance to the thesis is importance of the placing of the building 

in a street with other notable buildings which then contributes to creating a communal 

centre that starts to be reminiscent of the Ancient Greek Agora. The Idea Store, a 

hybrid itself, then starts to extend itself and support those other buildings and is not a 

building in isolation. 

The other important lesson that can be drawn is the site concept which respects the 

surrounding building heights and street edge. The form of the building announces itself 

by pulling its transparent facade back on one end but does not touch the ground plane 

and creates a canopy over the pavement but still has a strong relationship with the 

surrounding context. The building itself actually pulls back from the line of the existing 

buildings and this then creates a primary threshold of public space and entry whilst 

extending the pavement and providing covering.
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Figure 51: A section Diagram expressing the ridges that de! ne Johannesburg and the position of the suburb of Brixton within that ridge range. 
(Beavon 2004:201)
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4.1 History 

Brixton and Mayfair are two of the oldest suburbs in Johannesburg and were 

established on the outskirts of the western edge of the city originally to provide grazing 

for the cattle of Johannesburg. The site was surveyed in December of 1902 for the 

Auckland Park Real Estate Company and declared a suburb. The suburb was named 

by Horace Collins the secretary of the real estate company and the numerous British 

street names are accountable to his English background (Young, 1971).

An advertisement in the Transvaal Critic on the 9th of January 1903 stated that,

 ‘the stands within the vicinity of Mayfair on the Main Road are especially attractive as 

commercial sites.’ The advertisement then goes on to describes the northern boundary 

of the area as 
‘along the ridge and overlooking Auckland Park as sites eminently suitable for 
the erection of cottages, Villa or other residences, cannot be surpassed, and 
it commands a view which is a perfect panorama reaching far away to the 
Magaliesberg Mountains’ (Young 1971:64). 

The suburb was proclaimed to accommodate the population and architectural growth 

beyond the original central area of the mining camp. Van der Waal (1987) describes 

the suburbs that developed during that period on the fringe of the city centre as 

having, ‘a much more open dynamic character.’

Early Urban Development

Brixton and Mayfair formed two of a ribbon of suburbs that developed just north of 

the main gold reef and accommodated middle to lower income groups. The original 

residents were largely the working class and in the mining and subsidiary industries. 

The suburbs facilitated the men working on the mines and with their development men 

could now walk to work rather than take public transport or purchase a car. 

 

These suburbs had small blocks and were arranged on a grid pattern. Small house 

were positioned in rows along the sides of these blocks and near to the street edge 

(Van der Waal 1987). There is still reminiscence of this arrangement of urban form of 

small stands with small houses scattered throughout the areas of Brixton and Mayfair. 

Beavon describes the suburbs being characterised by, ‘detached and semi detached 

working class brick houses’ (2004:218). 
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Fig 52

Figure 52-59:Different houses in Brixton and Mayfair

Fig 53

Fig 54 Fig 55

Fig 56 Fig 57

Fig 58 Fig 59

The central commercial core of Brixton and Mayfair ran along the high street and due 

to lack of regulations saw a strip like development along the High Street. This formed 

a small satellite business district on the outskirts of the city. Developments like this 

emerged in areas such as Malvern, Kensington, Jeppestown, Westdene, and Orange 

Grove and formed a ring around the city varying from 3 to 6 kilometres of satellite 

business districts. These areas were meant to meet the daily needs of the middle- 

class sectors of the city (Van der Waal 1987).  
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Figures 60/61/62: The different parks in Brixton and Mayfair
Figure 63: Hunter Mclea Sports Ground
Figure 64:The Brixton swimming pool

Fig 60 Fig 62

Fig 63

Fig 61

Fig 64
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What is of particular interest that pertains to the early development of these satellite 

suburbs was the approach that the City Council took to open spaces and parks. The 

council undertook to provide community services and parks. During the early period of 

the 1930s recreational amenities such as swimming pools, bowling greens and tennis 

courts were constructed in these satellite suburbs. 
‘This could be taken as to mean that priority was given to recreational needs 
rather than the social experience of a neighbourhood, and that the development 
of squares was not regarded as a solution to urban design problems.’  
(Van der Waal 1987:216).

For instance squares could have given a more defined identity to suburban shopping 

and residential neighbourhoods, but preference was given to the smooth flow of traffic.  

There was not much regard for the consideration of the pedestrian when developing 

roads during this period in places such as Brixton and Mayfair. 
‘The need for sensory perception and experience in the streets, especially by 
pedestrians, was a foreign concept, sacri! ced on the altar of vehicular speed’ 
(Van der Waal 1987:217).
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Iconic structures and Panoramic Views

Brixton and Mayfair have two defining urban landmarks, the Brixton Tower and the 

Brixton water tower. Both these have become iconic features of the landscape. The 

tall reinforced concrete water tower in was built between 1939 and 1940 and has 

constantly been a useful orientation landmark in the landscape (Van der Waal, 

1972). The most iconic structure is the Brixton tower. The tower was built in 1961 

and at 247 metres high is one of the tallest and most distinguishable features of 

the Johannesburg skyline. The iconography of these two tall landmarks is mimicked, 

unintentionally throughout the suburbs with the numerous spires of mosques and 

churches. 

The other defining aspect of the two areas is that they sit on a ridge and therefore on 

the north part of the site over look the north of the city expansion at the top of the 

ridge. The views to the south look over the yellow ridges create by the mine dumps and 

whilst beautiful in their own right represent the pillage of the land upon which the city 

was built. The final view is one east and towards the high buildings of the city centre. 

Fig 65
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Fig 66

Figure 65:The base of the Brixton Water Tower
Figure 66: The Brixton Tower
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The Greying of Mayfair and Brixton 

Brixton and Mayfair were one of the first areas to become what was termed a grey area 

in the 1980s. During this period, the Nationalist Government relaxed the strict racial 

zoning laws and this allowed different races to start to integrate into previously white 

only suburbs. This greying Brixton and Mayfair occurred due to its close proximity to 

the areas of Pageview and Fordsburg and was the result of the overcrowding of those 

areas (Beavon 2004). 

The areas of Pageview and Fordsburg which were largely comprised of Indian 

communities. In the late 1970s there was a housing crisis within those particular 

suburbs. This caused many Indians, who wanted to remain close to their long 

established mosques, beginning to look for accommodation in the nearby suburbs of 

Mayfair and Brixton. This occurred illegally in the late 1970s however by the middle of 

the next decade it was deemed that people could not be convicted under the Group 

Areas Act if adequate accommodation was not provided and therefore it became legal 

for Indian communities to start to move into the suburbs of Brixton and Mayfair. This 

was one of the first incidents of integrated racial living in Johannesburg and gives 

a further impetus to the thesis. ‘The greying process was also largely peaceful and 

successful in other nearby inner suburbs on the western side of central Johannesburg, 

notably Brixton, Crosby and Mayfair’ (Beavon 2004:217). 

Conclusion

Brixton and Mayfair were developed as an edge suburb shortly after the beginning 

of the last century to accommodate the large influx of people that came into 

Johannesburg. The discovery of gold facilitated a rapid urban growth and Brixton 

and other edge cities emerged on the outskirts of the centre of Johannesburg to 

accommodate the influx of workers. The suburb is wedged between the natural east 

west ridge and the north part of the mining belt. It is most recognizable by the large 

communication tower on the north part of the suburb on top of the ridge. The area was 

one of the original areas to be termed a Grey Area in the middle of the 1980s and as a 

result is a suburb that has had a integrated racial community for the longest period of 

time. 
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4.2 Site Analysis  

The purpose of the site analysis is concerned with three issues: investigating the key 

elements that have been identified in the creating of a hybrid from the precedent 

studies of the Agora and Sandton City. These elements are the commercial, public 

services, and recreational and it will necessary to identify these things within Brixton, 

Mayfair and the immediate areas. The analysis of the region will determine the site to 

be used and will result in the definition of the program for the brief.  

The following aspects were analyzed 

Commercial

The commercial element of Brixton occurs largely on the High Street. Varieties of 

different shops occur on this axis including several small supermarkets as well as 

furniture stores and several cash loan businesses. The High Street also incorporates 

two charismatic Christian churches. There are also two small clinic facilities and 

a dental practise all of which are private. Towards each end of the High Street the 

business’s become dominated by more industrial type business and there are many 

mechanics and car repair facilities on either end of the High Street. There are also 

branches of the banks Nedbank, Absa and African Bank at various ponts along the 

High Street. Other shops include various small eating establishments as well as two 

taverns and a bottle store. The most dominant building of the commercial sector of the 

High Street in Brixton is the Protea Centre shopping mall which has a Standard bank 

and Pick and Pay inside it. 

There are small businesses that also occur on both Collins and Caroline Streets, 

dispersed between residences. The emergence of little business’s likely occurred when 

traffic was redirected to alleviate the high intensity of traffic that the High Street was 

carrying. Caroline Street which is a one way street running from Ontdekers Road in the 

west straight into the city. It is widely used as an alternative route to the High Street 

and this will account for the emergence of business’s all the way along the street. 

Collins Street runs in an east west direction and rejoins the High Street further towards 

the west. It is not used as frequently as an alternative route and has fewer businesses 

than Caroline. Caroline Street is still largely dominated by small residential houses. 
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Public Services 

The Public services in the area are Brixton Police Station, the Crosby Clinic, the Brixton 

Library and the Brixton Recreational Centre. There are also five schools in the area. 

The other public services include the Brixton Fire Station, the SAPS vehicle theft 

flying squad and the Brixton Criminal Court. The latter all service a larger regional 

area including the immediate suburbs. The public services that are necessary for the 

proposed hybrid building must be suitable to be implemented at a neighbourhood 

level. The introduction of an emergency service into a building that has a constant flow 

of public would jeopardise the efficiency of such public services as a fire station and 

emergency medical centre. 

Brixton Police Station is situated on the western part of the High Street and is 

accessed from Mercury Street opposite Hunter Mclea Park. The complex comprises 

of both the Brixton Community Police Station but also the Brixton robbery and murder 

unit that serves the greater regional area. The community police station offers services 

that include

•  Victim Support and trauma counselling

•  Affidavits

•  Documentation and certification

•  Weekly Prayer meetings

The Crosby Clinic is situated on Ingelby Street in Crosby and is the only public clinic 

facility in the area. However, Helen Joseph Hospital and Coronation Hospital are both 

nearby and are public medical facilities. The Crosby Clinic is well functioning and offers 

the services of

•  Family Planning

•  Tuberculosis treatment

•  Child healthcare

•  HIV and AIDS testing and education

•  Curative and chronic treatment
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The Brixton Library is a public library within the grounds of Hunter Mclea Sports 

grounds on the corner of the High Street and Mercury Street. The library is opposite 

the Brixton Police Station and Brixton Criminal Courts. The library has both child and 

adult book sections. The library has four computers with internet access. The library 

does not offer crèche or story time services. The library is operational from 9 am -5 pm 

every day and 9 am- 1 pm on Saturdays. 

The Brixton Recreational Centre is situated on the corner of Ripley Road and Caroline 

Street. The Recreational centre offers the services

•  Aerobics

•  Pottery

•  Drug Counselling

•  Ballroom dancing classes

•  Office facilities: HIPPY

•  Community Meetings

The recreational centre is very quiet during the mornings however becomes more 

frequented in the late afternoon and early evening. The centre is a useful facility, 

however it is in need of upgrade. 

Recreational

Recreational provision in Brixton includes the Hunter Mclea Sports ground and 

Kingston Frost Park. The Hunter Mclea sports ground includes a municipal swimming 

pool, tennis courts and soccer fields and has a hard edge of varying forms of palisade 

fencing surrounding it. The swimming pool is in a very good condition whilst the tennis 

courts are in disrepair and are underutilized. The soccer fields playing pitch is not in 

good condition and in urgent need of maintenance. The goal post are also very old and 

need to be replaced the soccer field is well utilised especially, in the late afternoons. 

Kingston Frost Park is a public park that has tennis court facilities and landscaped 

paths that negotiate the rocky ridge down to the area of Auckland Park. The park is 

situated on the ridge of Brixton and has excellent views of the northern and western 

suburbs of the city. The park however is in excellent condition and very clean and well 

utilised by people in the area. 
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4.3 Site Selection 

In determining the site within Brixton and Mayfair, it was important to analyse the 

commercial area of Brixton that runs along the High Street. The analysis of the Agora 

in Ancient Greece, Sandton City and the Idea Store in London all concluded that there 

is an important connection between the public, recreational and commercial services 

in creating a hybrid. From these case studies it has become apparent that these things 

are in a close proximity to one another in order to support one another as well as a 

healthy public life.  

The commercial centre of Brixton is the High Street running in an east west direction 

was an aspect that was identified as a barrier between the communities of Brixton and 

Mayfair. This is also seen as an aspect that could be the binding agent between the 

two neighbourhoods. The analysis therefore looked to challenge the dominance of the 

vehicular heavy east west corridor and establish a strong north south connection that 

linked communities of Brixton and Mayfair. This will provide the opportunity to bring 

together a number of different functions that could then start to interlink the different 

communities within the area. 

An in depth land use analysis of the concerned area was undertaken to determine the 

positioning of the site. The roads of Isleworth in a north direction and Indra Avenue in 

a south direction respectively were identified as an important axis. 

The site chosen is a corner site that is currently the site for the ABSA Brixton Branch 

bank. The building is a one-story building and provides an opportunity to incorporate 

a valuable commercial aspect directly into the hybrid. The site is on the corner of the 

High Street and Indra Avenue which, in a north direction becomes Isleworth Avenue. 

The site is surrounded by a number of amenities that could support the hybrid 

community building but also benefit from it. The surrounding blocks include large 

residential component in both a north and south direction. The site is also surrounded 

by a number of commercial and mixed-use buildings. Directly opposite the site on 

the High Street a hall plays African movies. Diagonally opposite the site on St Albans 

Avenue is a church that has been converted into a mosque. Along the north part of 

Isleworth, there are four churches and a soup kitchen. The recreational facilities of 

Hunter- Mclea Sports ground and the Brixton recreational centre are in close proximity 

and lie a block away from Indra Avenue.
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4.3 Establishing the Brief 

The brief therefore is to create a hybrid community building of different public 

commercial services on the corner of High Street and Indra Avenue in Brixton. 

The Public services that are going to be incorporated into the hybrid would be the 

community police station. The Brixton Community Police Station would better serve 

the community in the area of high activity rather than on the periphery as it is now. 

The site of the current police station can remain as the Brixton police station and still 

service the greater region whilst the Brixton community police station can act as a 

satellite and be placed within the communities of Brixton and Mayfair.

The library will also be incorporated into the hybrid and the existing library building can 

be utilised within the infrastructure of Hunter Mclea sports ground to support and be 

incorporated to help upgrade infrastructure of the existing recreational facilities.  

Aspects of the Crosby clinic can be incorporated into the hybrid community building. 

The service of AIDS and HIV testing and education can be moved to free up nurses 

time to concentrate on better providing curative, chronic and family planning services. 

The building should include the facilities of

•  The Brixton Community Police Station

•  A Library

•  Clinic components:HIV, AIDS testing, and education

•  A flexible hall and gym that can accommodate prayer meetings, social functions  

 and recreational activities such as basketball

•  The Absa bank 

•  A Laundromat

•  Crèche facilities accommodating children from the ages of 1-3 years of age
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4.4 Extending the Programme

The programme has then being identified as the following :

•  The Brixton Community Police Station

•  A Library

•  Clinic components: HIV, AIDS testing, and education

•  A flexible hall and gym that can accommodate prayer meetings, social functions  

 and recreational activities such as basketball

•  The Absa bank 

•  A Laundromat

•  Crèche facilities accommodating children from the ages of 1-3 years of age

Some of the existing facilities were badly conceived and are in need of reassessment. 

The idea would be to look at certain typologies and challenge how these could be 

reconceived and reconceptualised to better improve the manner in which these 

buildings serve the community. Each building was analysed according to the services 

they undertook to provide. The analysis included looking at the spaces a in which these 

services were being executed. This was undertaken as many of the public services 

occurred in spaces that looked very generic. This was important to analyse as each 

service and expirience is specific and different and therfore cannot be undertaken in a 

generic space. 

The police station has three mandates that are to protect and serve the community; 

provide trauma and crime counselling; provide is necessary documentation services; 

play a bigger social role within the community by holding prayer and community 

meetings. All of this was expected to be conducted in large space with a front desk. 

This is highly unpractical and should in fact be divided into two separate spaces and 

designed accordingly. 

The first being a medical space where a person who has been traumatised by having 

a crime being inflicted upon them can receive medical treatment as a more sensitive 

approach to handling the reporting of crimes. This is a space that should feel secure 

and safe and not that public but still highly accessible.  The second space is the 

one of serving and protecting the public and providing the administrative service is 

a space that should be conceived as something highly transparent and positioned 

within communities in a way that facilitates the constant exchange of public with police 

officers.
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This will then enable the police to transcend the stigma of being corrupt and inefficient as 

there will be a bigger presence within communities. These spaces could then be separate 

and to report a crime you could then go to a clinic rather than a police station. This would 

also then allow for the new type of medical crime report centre to undertake the programme 

that was medical in nature. 

Figure 67: Reconceptualising the Brixton Police Station

Fig 67
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Figure 68: Reconceptualising the Brixton Library

Fig 68
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The Brixton library is just one open space however could be conceived as a 

number of spaces. This was the very nature of the library could be broken up and 

compartmentalised according to its function. The library first store book and therefore 

that is one aspect that is critical and will probably take up the majority of space. 

The second major aspect of the library can be seen as the studying component which 

in itself can be divided into a private studying experience and a more social group 

studying experience. The two clash with one another for practical reasons. The third 

part of the library was the internet and digital media component that is now offered at 

most libraries and is a useful service for people who do not have computers at home. 

This is a programme again that can be removed from a general area and designed 

specifically for and has the potential to extend beyond normal library times. 

The reconceptualising of this community service of the library and police station 

extends the programme schedule to alter and become

•  The Brixton Community Police Station

•  A Library|  

   Book storage  

   Private reading rooms

   Public reading rooms

   Internet facilities

   Classrooms

•  Report a Crime Medical Centre with Clinic components: HIV, AIDS testing, and  

 education and a 

•  A flexible hall and gym that can accommodate prayer meetings, social functions  

 and recreational activities such as basketball

•  The Absa bank 

•  A Laundromat

•  A coffee shop

•  Rentable space

•  Crèche facilities accommodating children from the ages of 1-3 years of age
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5.1 PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION   

THE COMMUNITY POLICE STATION: Is a placed on the High street level for an 

easy access from the street. The police must interact and engage with the community 

in a more rigorous and regular manner. By placing the police station on the level of the 

High Street the community can start to serve and protect the community in a much 

more interactive way. The police station must also be transparent largely transparent 

in materiality. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY: The public library must provide both the service of storing 

and providing knowledge but also a social role as the covered free space. This library 

must be easily identifiable from the High Street and Indra and Isleworth Avenue. The 

library divided into four main components should provide classrooms, for aids and sex 

education and an extended studying facility beyond the normal library hours which can 

include internet and access to computers. The library should hold some gravitas and 

be double in volume -by doing this it can utilise important site lines towards the High 

Street, the ridges of the mines in the south and the city in the east (for the reading 

rooms0. Adequate spill over space for social interaction must also be provided and 

can also utilise the views. The hours of parts of the library can be extended due to 24 

hours nature of the community centre.

THE REPORT A CRIME MEDICAL CENTRE: The report a crime medical centre 

should be a place that is safe and welcoming. It must feel like it is in the most secure 

part of the site and provide easy and quick access for traumatised injured persons. 

The clinic must be visible from the street. The Report a Crime medical Centre must 

extend its programme of providing medical care by testing people for aids and hiv 

testing three times a week in the morning and sex education for schools in the area 

the other two days of the week. The kitchen facility of the community building must 

support the clinic by providng a meal for people who get tested for aids and hiv. 

MULTIFUNCTIONAL HALL: The largest space that requires a large space on 

which to move onto from the hall.  This is due to the flexible nature of the 

space which should accommodate different sporting activities as well as social 

functions. It must have a high volume to accommodate a maximum number of 

recreational activities but also be flexible enough to facilitate the staging of 

plays, choirs recitals, large community meetings and also be a space to rent out 

for other social functions that the community might want to hold. 
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THE ABSA BANK: Is a typical bank building but must be secure and accessible 

from the High Street. The branch bank itself can occur on the first floor and can 

incoporate views to the street and the basketball court.

THE LAUNDROMAT: The Laundromat must be available to the community and 

stay open late for a large student community to do washing whilst studying in the 

library. The crèche and police should use the same Laundromat to do dirty laundry. 

It must provide space for woman to make money ironing and washing clothes by 

weight. Families have the option of dropping off children at the crèche and doing their  

washing at the Laundromat. 

CRECHE: The crèche is a small part of the programme but has a number of practical 

constraints. The programme must be highly secured and protected within the site. 

Once within the crèche it must be difficult for children to get out but also for strangers 

to enter. The children must have access to outdoor space. The back of house must 

have toilets, a kitchen to prepare lunches and plenty of storage to keep toys and 

sleeping mats. The space should appeal to children and have a strong playful element 

to it. 

RENTABLE SPACE: The building must have rentable space available to provide 

another commercial apsect to it beyond the bank. 
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5.2 Inspiration   

The work the three architectural practises Caruso St John, David Adjaye and Jean 

Prouvé constantly reappear as inspiration but also all present acute ideas of how 

to create public buildings and public space. The approach that practise take may 

seem not alike but the consistent factor is that each practise exhibits sensitivity in 

the approach to site through the expression of form.  The second factor is one of 

materiality and the assemblage of different materials to create a work of poetry and 

presence within the areas that their buildings are placed. The approach to materiality 

to create a poetic sense is something that should be recreated in the thesis and 

therefore each of the architects work will briefly be looked at in this regard. 

Figure 69: Caruso St John, New Art Gallery. Walsall 1995-2000 (Per 2005:48)
Figure 70: Caruso St John, Centre for Contemporary Arts. Rome 1999 (Per 2005:74)

Fig 69 Fig 70
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David Adjaye: 1 Rivington Place, Shoreditch 2003-2007 

Rivington Place is a building that has been established to promote the work of artists, 

academics and curators for people of a plurality of different backgrounds (Allison 

2006:46). The volume of the new building has similar heights and proportions to 

the surrounding buildings in the area. The materiality and colouring of the building 

are intended to update the architectural language of the surrounding older buildings 

(Allison 2006:48).  

The approach to the facade is an important aspect to the thesis as it will help define 

programme but also will need to tie the project together so it does not appear as 

many buildings contained within one space but rather one building that contains 

many functions. The facade in Rivington Place is a single faced applied to all the 

faces but with slight variances in the rectangular openings in an expanding grid. The 

openings on the front elevation are the same width but with different heights. As the 

openings move up the buildings they become increasingly smaller but by doing this 

exaggerating the vertical perspective. On the side elevation the openings vary in both 

height and width and make the building appear to be shorter (Allison 2006:54). 

The relevance of the Rivington Place is that a changeable opening can create effects 

on a building whilst still tying it together in form and rhythm. The openings should 

be done with specific intent beyond that of surface treatment and should start to 

incorporate specific site lines and the programme behind the surface but still create 

a homogeneous effect that is playful and kinetic. The breaking of the rhythm must 

also be considered as an option but done with specific intent and a logical reasoning. 

Figure 71: Adjaye D, Rivington Place.Shoreditch, 2003-2007 (Allison 2006:51)
Figure 72: Adjaye D, Rivington Place. Shoreditch, 2003-2007 (Allison 2006:51)
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Fig 73
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Caruso St John: Stortorget Plaza, 1999-2003

The Stortorget plaza is described as a place that has been a location for, ‘political, 

military and religious representation, for commercial transactions, but most 

frequently for individual passage, reverie and coincidental meetings’ (Per 2005:82). 

Caruso St John set out to create a public space where the importance is articulated 

and expressed through the materiality. The pedestrian circulation is comprised of 

a smoother pre- cast concrete slab with a smooth granite pebble finish to allow for 

practical easy movement. The scale of the square is further broken up with a change 

in the surface of the floor. This is best exhibited in the dividing of small field stone 

with a larger fieldstone to demarcate specific areas. Parts of the existing concrete 

pavement is reminiscent in corners and around the edges the square. The final stone 

that is incorporated is small cut stone for the pavement and is used sparingly to 

extend into the large expanses of field stone. The brilliance of this approach to the 

making of public space is the restraint and resolution that achieves poetry.

Caruso St John concentrates on the physical condition of the surface of the Stortorget 

plaza.  This is done to make people more aware of its physical characteristics and 

add a dignity to the squares space- which is in fact a dignity to a public space. The 

relevance of this to the thesis is that through carefully chosen materials public space 

can be defined and given a stature. 
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Figure 73 Caruso St John, Stortorget Plaza, Kalamar 1999-2003 (Per 2005:82)
Figure 74/75: Caruso St John, Stortorget Plaza, Kalmar 1999-2003 (Per 2005:82)

Fig 75Fig 74
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Jean Prouvé: Maison Du Peuple and Covered Market in Clichy, 1935- 1939

The Maison Du Peuple and Covered Market in Clichy is a multi functional building in 

the town of Clichy. The Maison is a public building with a multifunctional program 

which included hall and cinema facilities as well as offices for various societies and 

trade unions. 

Prouvé approaches the incorporation of many programmes by providing a number of 

movable elements into the buildings that allows for the interior spaces to be highly 

flexible. The glazed roof is fully openable and various articulated panels fold and 

slide away. The first floor slide away to totally open up the market space on ground 

floor and the market could become an outdoor market if the roof was opened (Sulzer 

200:189). The relevance of this is that opening and moving of both wall and roof 

planes allows for the space to be multi dimensional in function and programme. It 

further allows for small spaces to be opened up and become bigger and facilitates 

cross ventilation of the building. 

Figure 76,Prouve J. Maison du Peuple of Clichy. Clichy 1935-1939 (Sulzer 2000:27)Fig 76
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Figure 77 Timelapse diagram indicating the programme that is active at different times of the day. Fig 77
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5.4 Final Design Drawings
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