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expogizy the conditions In South African prisons.




This dissexfatim ains td,» aatAue mdwmgumxy

tion izl |SPrth Africen

ained -in
st days,

Dk gralories: (Ch ptes Fouz)

‘was | sefitenced mwatammmtbmlamﬂ‘ﬂmaigagmgm
Qmﬁmmt Gongreiss acr_tvi.ﬁes, and  Jevesy - Cronin
(\V‘ Five) was mnvmbed\mdetﬂ:emorisnmfm:
wrrring owt ‘dergrousd “work for the African Natitmal
m served wost. of his time in Pretaria’s

* pompe | ma:s,,amoﬂ:mmmmqmmum,
o _desion ugumauvasmmbmposmm
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% om it e of his swpariehes, %
whilla i prieon, Like the "restdent tflfer of the
E;t%eﬂrq somel edvice ta those axdund hin,
2 y tsdmj,qﬁgsnfeach’mi@arhd.u

pputmsl pﬂ.ﬁmerﬁ Mand partly %e\suise Tolitical
szmezs

b amori st mitives o erlging the dasixe
Ampther to indict ‘the political systém which fmprisonsd

; In additicn, a large proportion f the published
rhterial 3 by'whita priscners. |he majdr messan for this
is that whits priseners are statisticallymors Likely than
Hlack peisgacs to have za:atvslmed\raﬂma;uippixg
them with nére than besic Literacy.3 :
Bich chapter of this sty contaite socio-historical
@ blographical contextualisatim, as wall aa textual
conment;  Chaptex One has & sonewbat diffevent structure
fram the othexs: Tesaing’s witing, and hls ife, axe
‘through with him betveen
Cotobelr 196 amd Ootobar 1987, His perspectives an both
his [ife and his writing are Juctaposed with archival
inkéd pot only becauss both weitars f£al) into the same
catogoxy Of priscner, but because Bosman’s bock appears to
haya been written as a response to Lessing.




‘texts abeut impriectwient. in South Africa ave
famsmncted feny of the later texts depend n soms wy
j i the mvbamng techniques meed by Bosmen dn-gald””

s formt ensbles weiters to explare thelx
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the finlshel product to the pcleon

tles end into the bargain hring a heavy
punisiwent vpoh nyselE.
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o -
Christopfel Lessing was en immgte of South Africa’s
* ‘common lmpd!mgymu;futwmtﬁﬂwyyénﬂ. hen ha
pirst witered, #: torrective institebiont he was flfteen
or aixtemn, ad fiad pssed Standard 5. - By the tine e vas -
selsssed - fron his flzst indeterminsta .senince? e had
cbtatned a mbrie certificaba end nine credits foids
a Bachelor of Arts dages.’ When bo loft priscr for the.
last tite after mammmmmgmmue,f
on bt Feiwuary 1947, he ves G the buink.of § i
tires books.3  Ovér the next tem yesics, he
twolve books ahd contwibuted over fhiztyﬁa:ﬁnlssu\d
ghort stories to a variety of local magazines (sych as
e Do it o Tlsmeia d Wiremily il |
Isssing’s weiting wes hﬂuedmﬂwc.-ewgl}a})xgdas




Ciristoffal Tessing wrote and published during the
19405 and 1%50s. At that time, his books vere widaly resd
ad be wes a well-known figure.” s soon ss he'stopped
publishing, be wes largely forgotten. Despite a search in
Library mm@mmmmmnmixmmm no
réfecences to lessing’s cks were foud? wbil-158s,
wihe I wis alerted to David Goldblatt’s article in
greh, 9 titled A mote: Christoffel Zessivy".

wrote:

_§tet  discoversd
(Gt e 17)

Gnldhlatt’ atﬁcle, based on & mtetvﬂal Wlth

Tesging, ensbled me 4o contact: Tessing end dnterbley him
both about bis expexdences dn pzimmﬂmmmqs
e digssions T have had with Tedsing bave subsoguntly
augmented  the early ideas of this digsektition
considarably and mmmmmﬁmm
of the lifs and writings of aman who spent/ tventy yeats
in prisw 'lnstitetions el ewrged as @ prOlific wmiter
tiod & riveting storytelier.

e of lessing’s captivating talssistha!teﬂai
how hé began o upgrads his Literacy level th pristn.

ahle mysels! e 2ald
h",'f“'c ever hearnd you say a siwyle orlginal
(Intexvies, 1986) ’




lessing langhed when he related this story. Several
gears after the incident descxibed asbove, Zessing et
Pamey ageln.  Bamey was them an im e of Sondemvater
Vork  Colony vhewe lessing ves assistant uper-
intendent.}® By then leseing had published about: twelve

Comxle.  Virtually all Lessitg’s weiting ws based o the
twenty yeers he spent in prison and prison-like
fnstitutions, Tessing left prison for the last tina in

Hig writing carear began soms time befcre that, and
18 still conptouing. ™

Baxn in 1911 to apout—vhlhemdiyinﬂ)em
Transveal toun  Of  Lydenhory, lessing grew < Up
a “delinguent and vas in and out of institutions witil he
finally menaged to escape the oyele in which he had been
trepped frem the age of fifteen. (B’ later [in the 19605]
made a grest deal of memey in B property development
conipany but subssquently ended up insolvent.)

Yesaing's fixst’ book, He Bllerdige Mens'? appegred
almodt simaitanecusly with his relesse from prison in
1947, and ves tmanslated as 16 Vet Red Well shictly
thgreatter, Prom early in 1947 until his appointment to

* the' position of at in
195179 fe contxibited a wealth of material to Afrikaans
lterary magaaives such as PBrandvac and Ruiter and vas
constantly beln§ invited to address sl kinds of
anit ngter his appo o Yessing
stopped wrlting, but whan he left the employ of the
Department of Scclal mmmhapmumggmm

(Tesaing wrots  the

similtanecusly.) Until lats in the 1570s, Lessing then
stopped. uﬁﬂxgﬁorpmumﬁmmmmmcm.
Fa eays that he stopped writing about pxisen bacause it
wes no longer relevant to his personal growth. When he
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had stavted wadting, it had sevved as the cnly means by
yhich he could came to temma with the' yesrs he had spent
in aptivity.

My Vhat Red Bell (1949) and Forth from the Dunoeon
(1956), the Fnglish namatives of Lessing’s life stary)
Focn the prigary foous in this study, althouh my opinicns
about’ his writing hewe besh ..guented by interviews with
mssﬂv; The two terts axhibit important differences as
el s ainflarities. Thé wajor diffevence betvean the thd
ia gt o Wt Fed Hell was wrltten in a prisancell and
ends ;\\;scp:mw:samq'axelmss,m | frem the
D = wx:l.tm nine yers after his yelesse and
amemines i, *from ax;s:ﬁmmmpecuva~.“ The
i frarence uﬂﬁaﬁlymﬁ:estylsamiﬂlapmeottbam
boks rather than in the contemt, While Forth from the
Dungeon” s lengthy anl detailed, ToWhat Fed Hell alwost
acpans b an end, because Gf the angulshy frustration and
paste i’ complete the minuscrigh beford bis relesse. It
tella, ‘agtording to Iessiey, an wifinlshed tale, which is
ons of the reasens for fotusing o the later text, .

Fowevar, e dées not expect identical staries In BR
editdops of &n autchiography, merely compatibility and
histadical acommacy. Autchicgraphy Isplicitly clatms
a tmth-stgtus, end if the cbjective truth differs from
the prjsied word, the wesder will ganeraily be setisfied.
i tﬁbbmkmamqozmﬂmudwamummms
its om  integrity. The assomptica in dideussing
antokiograghy is that 1t s true, ard the modss operendi
of the scolax is thus o exemine the way in weich the
weiter has czafted the tala of his or her life.
Encomfaring the ‘"cbjective truth®lS behind a story
akes the study of the waft particularly fascinating.

In tessing’s case, the autchiogreghy appears in two
versterns - vwhich immediately suggests that samething was
oither onitted the first time ox added for a pevticular
affect the second time, Lesaing's answer 1s that as tima




passes, different events gain different significance, and
are thos [resented dlffersntly in later writing, Ha
aral testimny gives veight' in tumn to mixch thet wes
fleetingly dealt with in the texts.l?

In the enguing pages, Lessing's hiography will b
gresented a8 it is enmeshed with his writing. Wiers thors
are discrepancies, either betwesn his two bodks or betwesn
the ‘weitten, oml and awchival acoounts, these will be

discgssed.

Christoffel Yessing wes the fourth of six surviving
children.  Hiy father lwes @ roadgenger in the Bastemn
‘prahsvedl, whers Lessing lspent his early years.

rassing’s childhidd ves wot werely disadvantaged by
povarty but -alss devastated by the witinely desth of his
pother.  She. died during the 1918 '£lu epidenic, leaving
behisd her imgband and six childven (cne cther child died
ﬂmhm)qumnemﬂueenadsmagm
yosrs old. Chirlstoffl lessing ves seven. Dver éines, ho
has believed that his' mothex's desth and the subsequant

prison, wheke he served two indstemninsie sentences as an
sobiaal criuinat betwemn 1933 and 1947.38

fhroughout his wrlting essing mentions that he vas
dq:dmﬁam’slmaﬂmshmmm\ablﬂm
function adequately $n society, mtil he fomd sowae who
was shlz to love, nurture and support him in the wiy he
©would have expectad his nother to have done.'?

After their movhex’s death the Lessing childres were
sent to live with relatives cn a famm Their cousing
overwrked them and withheld any form of affectiom.




tessing's  writing tends ;
imwatic as In tia descripticn of thia perisd of ks

writing rather than detracts

emables the resdar to feal
his tale.

while he wes in prison,

N he is &b all times

from textbocks, He tries (even now) W™

of the human psyche o

i Mar with the writer and




Five, Jeremy Cronin writes sbout the elements not only as
a way of capturing the texture of life in South Afxica but
as & way of exploring and reconciling . himself to his
Cotholician; Bomwm [Chapter Two] describes the stone
yard in the frism in such & wiy that it i5 represemtative
of his o epiritoal state gnd that of his ccupenions.
The sttne quarcies on Rokben Jsland, described in fsland
iitevary mwatecial [Chapter Roir], recreste the blesk
physical emvirrinent of the priscn as vell as refer to the
Javel of morality of the deminant group.}

‘ Lessing’s cholos of imegery, although méalist" in
the sense that 1t accurately reflects the physicel setting
of the Eastarn Transveal, most be asseased egeinst the
phydical cruelty and spicitnal emptiness of the priso
eall in which ho was writing. Up to the time he was
wciting about, everything in Lessing’s life had been harsh
and txaamtic. lhpuruzyedthmghhisimqasﬂmtue
world outside the priscn was as wuch a wastoland as the
ane within it. .

the veallst style of some of Lessing’s descriptive
pessage  fomms ‘a stark contrast to the sentimental,
melodrematic  style of the imtvospective, spiritual
pessages, In conbwmst to the passage quated above ame
thoee vhere Lessing is able to ceats a physical setting
casily imgined by the resder. (For example, he is able
to describe his cell and scme of his escape romtes in fine
detatl.)

he almwst over-conscious use of haxsh, desolate
imagery may ‘lesd the reader to question Lessing’s chaice




of setting for his childhood years in the book: Lydenburg
Literally means “town of suffering", and from the way he
writes about it one might assume that he invented the
name.

Obviously he did. not.20 Nonetheless, it would
have beem in keeping with Lessing’s style had he invented
the name Iydenburg. For in go What Red Hell, he invented
all the place names, and. there he chose to call the town
uprmstdd”, which means - "poor town'.  His aim . was to
reflect ite spiritual and emotional poverty.

After the Lessing ghildzen wers xemoved by their
fathér from thelr relatives at Kranskuil, the farm, they
Lived with their father .on the cutskirts of Lydenburg.
Leassing writes .

(Ibid, page 9

Shame and timgncy vecur -as inseparable fesling and

action throughout Lessing’s childhood memories. whefiever
he ram .inta trouble; he felt ashamed of himsolf and fled
to oveid public embarrassmont, In later years this led to
his. continucue fleeing from the police, and his recurrent
attempts at escape. . .His escapes were often successful,
until such time as his “physical needs led him to tha
polide.

A¢ time passed, Lessing's sister marzied and moved
away £rom the roadmaker's camp into the town of - Lydenburg.
gome months later Lessing fell off his bicycle and wounded
his. leg ‘severely.  In order to be mearer the doctor, he
had to live in Lydemburg, He was sent to live with his
sister and hex husband and there, in his view, he suffered

ity and unfair He was unable to
walk for about six weeks and was thus confined to bed. In
Jater years he thought back on this time spent in bed and
wrote N




degires were' even mare oxt of reach, and daydresming wes.
oup of the fer eecapa’ outes open to hix.

. Znother -esceps, ves welting. 1t ‘was through his
writing that Lesaimzﬁtiedwhﬁthjmlfmmlx:hwlﬂi
the peality of the world thet wes contimedng outside the
geison. In woiting his meolrs, he wes sttamting o
siialy#s how aned viy e cand to be in prison, .

Soon after retuning to school in Lydenburg, after
his Wﬂa\,l&sﬁ@mﬂt&’ﬁmﬁm *crime®. He
rencted. to it 'insthe why he continued to react each time
he cw;m:bad 2 Amsuccessful criminal ‘act: . he xan aweys
iae.Limg‘ removesfol and haxd dawe by - he blamed
mmtanas Tesaing describes his reactions in cexder to
bighlight the fact that, in Lis am opinicn, he id not ard

¢ », byt Tétheria victim

a florin ox 8 half-a-cooan’.

When questioned, he admitted having taken the maney,
vhemsaftexr he recelved a severa beating foem his father,
who wan sumoned from his canp on the cutskirts of the
town to deal with him,  lLessing believed that this
ineident greatly affected the path he was to folles.

o wished cnly that his father had listened to his
side of the story and explained to him why what he had
done was wrong, rather than mmish him so vicleusly




withowt a heaving, This incident s trested at scoo
length because it serves as & ussful aalogy for the way
Leosing lster falt sbout the courts of lsw. Each time he

a vasult, he becane increasingly Tesentful of authorlty.
aAftar his father arrived and dingged hin cut of his
bed for asmgabeamq,ranaﬁmedw—mmmadml.
Be foared the other children in case they would laugh at
him or tesse him, wihich they duly did. The child’s misery
at hone begame fo grest: that. K
I used tnhmabmﬂ:iqmqing‘h(...):\m‘sh-
bins end peering Into dthoat the

frequently.
il Isssing could bear 1t no mors.
polic statien, ane of the faw times in

fessing, Ha felt poor and rejected, even after s father
had equipped him with veinecyr 2l He felt grotective
toweds s yowger sister, end in belping he: landed
himgelf in further troble, Finally, he ws R in
 domitory with an oldex boy who vas Beant to lodk aftex
him emd asslet him in hecouing well bebaved. Iessing
cesented having & "policanan’ watch him. The boy, Rasper,
Gectded to have a biithday party in the soom ane night.
Resper provided his guests with alechol and oigavettes,
ard Lossing ves requized to kesp watch for: the lousemster
aﬂimam:asmiba'a\:theputy. Yhen the master




mastey, he pretended that Ragper was ot involved in the
procesdings at all, even though he lnew that ha would ke
expolied. mumhsﬁaltatthsﬂmgktofmﬁaﬂﬂ
vwas far wﬂxenﬁaaimreﬂagﬂsimfmﬂsdml- He

Seven
streng  drinkt
hal€~-a-crowml
e might do-gent m@ Lite a fever.
(1hig, page 16)

ediately, Doming took’what had by the
& cfarsctaristic action. Ho man‘gey. When hit was, found
and retumed o his sistﬁ“lhm! she refused to taky
hin back,  Eveatually his father refrieved hin fxou the
policemen (who had ‘oiped him ance Bkes), and tock the
culld with i to the rosdside camp. lessifg writes that -

hs we sped along,
‘the *surroundings

familiax
““the Ufe in a tent, free md
dempands society,

learn throngh
respansdbilities of commnity life.
(Ibdd, page 19)

frop the
tuying o

Thess are presented a8 the thoughts of an eleveii
year-old child. amwughme&mmmepmpecupené
a groun wen, they pwebably sarve 88 Acourate mendries.
This wes prhape the last time in Lessing’s childhood that
he was to bo at all happy. After the incidants &t mzhool,
be lived for scom tive with his father, who dlsciplined
nim strictly when lﬁmubﬁlﬂvaiammhﬂllyahlmnnxl
him t0 his W,mmmmmm,m
their mpoilt children. fessing folt that his fathex
regexded him as an animel that could be left in anyone’s
cexs. It is umliksly that he ever forgave him for this,
aven in later years when he and his wife tock cave of the
agetny men, 2%




than he expetted t0. ;

Ws faith in mmtuyhﬁgc,hasledmmqm
‘balieve thm:mwasuitanav;nlﬂmoﬁéﬁsrpagple’aharsh
Daviamagoset: Work rioleny in agpworiiately 1930, be foud
workl on' & farmt, Onemnmqapuﬁm?;mmmasmﬁdm

o

reny of his anscdotes. The wey e

Joaves the resdar feeling as though he or #ha has read m
entire mxm@ﬁmmﬂmmmyam
pages.  Qma s thas tempted to question how mch of the
wioples are fabwleated, for that is how they sesm. ‘et
the archival evidence for mest Of Tadsing's anecdotes
arrbovates his telos. '




88y smerenely commn in the stories of

to hesy, tales of great adventure and

of which are fachually tous, but have

thls effect because thay~ave relatad with mich bravado.

There 1s wiisniably a particnlar vedn of stoxytelling
comnen: to ex-prisonery, as we shall see.

o retum to the chyonology of lessing’s blogrmphy -
which i# dehgthy in omler to emphasise the background
against which he developed a8 a wrlter, as well as to
highlight the ressors for' his contimual fwprisoment -
after sme mlmmafaﬂ:arahandmmdhmmﬁmfnnnut
Haincich gamen,

The' ydlrs spaltmthafmmmmetmzplmsenrm
lessing. Ha wps tieeved very differeatly fram the Eswen
children and vad afvaid vo ask %o mofe b eat vhen he vas
tongryy . Lessing  remained on the . famm ith Oom Hain's
oty for thee yesrs. Ho [dbes not say whether his
father-ever visited him during this tize.

When Omﬂad.n'snt;ﬁard.?lzé ILessing knew that things
couls senly get wovge for him| s‘nmsmhadbemm
Xind to him, '’ He managed tojruy sy tn the day of bev
funeral, - after “stealing iivammafmnmm'sm
Eo was fomd by Old Takas, his Eather’s servant, and taken
to his iaﬂm,vlmo shmad signs of anger at Eswan-and
a little synguﬂw Be vas {learly concerned about his
child, but uneble- to express this essily. Iukas was
acoused of stealing 2 dorkay, wiich he had dons 50 that fie
could transport Lessing to h:l.s fatter, while o one
hoticed the misaing . fivapon'nds Thiis was Tesslng's
second theft, | Ee hvau.eval Hiat be vas entitled to the
mxey af axpemat‘lm " for the {reatment he had received.
For ‘four months, Leasing claiuis he was happy. But then
hie father was agein transferchd and 1@ wes sent back €0
his sister fn Iydenburg,

Fom this poipt on, Lessing's Life changed for the
womge. ' Ha becas . somshiat of a rogss, tempted to spend
way beyerd his ufams Ha vas carpletely unavars of the

i




axtent of his crimss kil mach later.  He honestly
beliaved that he vas eititled to borrow from the wealthy.
Tor a qood -fow years after he began w suffer the

tamght aboot the 3 by a pavent. He still balisves this,
Iut in a different wey. Mow, after twenty years in jel,
and as a resuit of intemse introspection during his
sprimoment and  though  bis weiting he, claims . to
understand why e wam a victim of clremstance: no-coe
had ever encouraged him in any way, and he was never glven
adequate cppovtinity to explain his actions.

2y the time hemoved back to Dydenbury, Lessing had
qone &8 far as Standaxd 4 or § at school, which et that
he had a faixly low level of literacy, It vas litersts
and mmarate engugh to £ind & job as an office poy with an
attomey.  Be wes fairly good at his Job, but esrly an
developed a panchant for tea and cake from the comnex
cafe, end for good tpality, fashionable clothes. He
bought on credlt and borrowed fzom wealthier pedple in the
.

ML wvent well until the end of the month, when

cigavettes,
(Ihid, page 29}

Subzequently, Tesslng’'s

a way et &

scenacio, The attorney died suddenly end Lessing was legt
jobless,  He vas hired by the post office as a messanger.
Hls smll wages had to be distributed ammg his creditors
and handed over to his sister, but be chose to pay ouly
ate creditor in fnll.  This man immediataly offered him
pove credit.  Others wexe kind encugh to et him off his
debts, and in his relief, he rode away on the post offics
bicyls, clad in his meseenger’s wnifom, towards his

et
A




father's camp. His Sathex’s exployses realised that he
was mot there on legitima*s post office bibiness, atd
wged hm te vetmm to the tom. Lessing pretended that
he vas o his way to the next town with messages for the
post offica there.

When he retumed, having been offersd a 1ift howe by
o golice sorgeant in the next towt, he wes amested and
told that he would be chexged with the theft of a unifom:
and 2 bleyle. Released aftex spending soms hows in
a cell, the' distraught ehild went €o seek help from the
doninee, vio *pointed a finger at me and said: ‘Young
fellow, you axé going to gaoll’" (Thid, page 32.)
. Unurprisingly, — lessing’s yesentment of such
xesponses tock the ogm of thefts snd fomad. .

lessing was not chavged Wiih theft, but he ves now
givmachmmhc!mgath!smim. He wes teased
percilessly by villaga childpen, vho tarred and feethered
hmaﬂmumlynsmsmtbymmmm
industrial echool teax George in the Cape.2? the person
\it6 axranged his sdussion to the achool wes & Mrs Van

Eng
a]lmspu\sﬂhil&tyformmﬂdacm
child.

constables, who were 8t
Clothes, pat me on the twain,
Full Of nisgivings, I feered
asked many amxicns guesticns

(Tpid, page 35)

It wes not long pofors Lessing discovered thet the
schiool wes in fact an institution operating as a school
housing delinquents regandsd a3 too youg and ot quite
crininal encugh for & refomatory. B clashed with the
anthorities from the very first day,arxiwasamualy







Iessing ves in gmison - whers the same applies. The
analogy of tamed animals is a contrmst with Tessing’s visw
that pecple in coptivity arve like wild snimils in cagess
they will run awey-at the fivst opportmity.

In Jemmry 1929, ‘after two years, lessing was
relesded from his sentence at the refommbiry. (The
tommecripts of Jessing's later Supreas Court: tulals list
ail his previcus caiviciions: the theft at Gearge in 1927
i6 emtered as the fixst of these,) He vas fifteen years
old., - It would seem that the sentence of two years was 80
severe bicawse prior to his admission to the Indostcial
Schoal his father hod migned the yepot: saying *Stoffel is
saetimes naghty.”  This was cansideved evidence of his
dalipguent behavicr, The two year comvicticn wes the
formal, beginning of Christoffel lessing’s criminal career.

Tty years later, in Pebary 1947, lessing wes
rolessed from his prisan cell for the lart time. The
autobioqraghy . that he vas engaged in-at the tine (Ib What
Bed Well) describes in depth the anguish of bis life froam
1927 until 1947. Iessing had felt like a coged axmal -
frostrated end undemined.  In defying authority and
writing shoot. his experiences and his feslings, he vas
trying bo go beyond the bars and locks tha kept him
2 physical priscmer, In writing sbout the conditinns of
the prison, as well as the unhappy life he had had
outelds, he was teying to trepscend captivity and in scme
way, construct a freedom that he could centzol.




Christoffel Iessing spesks of his life as if he is
telling a story, His writing is the swme: dstailed,
descriptive, emecdotal and trus  to its own Tewal

Ho relates incidents in great detail, explaining and
spalysing as be goes along. lessing is, mot surprisingly,
critical of the system wiich kept him in captivity for so
long. Hs has strong views on the changes that can ke
effected in the prison system.

Lessing’s storytelling mxde ‘is mot uzmsval among
former prisoners. What is unusual is that he wrote his
down and published them. After several interviews and
informel discusslons with fommer prisoners, it canbs
concluded that storyesiitng is a comion feature of the

of 4

¥ew then. did Christoffsl Lessing begin to write his
stories, and wiy?

After his relesse from e refammtory in 1929,
Tessivng returned to Kydenburg with his father. He ves
wasble to find & job, end hegen rumning up dabts: In
Eorth from the Dungeon he -zelates how one afterncon he
‘- grove off in his father’s car and was accused of stealing
it. . M3 a result, be decided to steal an old car and set
off for Mwawbique. However, realising that he would not
get away, Lessing turned arcund and went back hane.

four months in prison.

(Thid, psge 60 - 61)

The story in To  ¥hat Red Hell is different, &nd in
fact oontrs more accurately with the list of previous
canvictiong in the mecoxis of the Suweme Court.




I 7o What Red Jell, Tessing writes that ha wes given
a one month suspendsd sentence for this theft, because ha
ted tumed buck home.  Es was terribly ashamed of this
sentence and lived as a hermit, but renaged to find 2 job
in a butchery. Hs had owed tha shogimeper £17, and when
the wan opensd the Imtchary, be offered Iessing the
oppartunity of working off his debt. Dut Lessing extendsd
credit Tt all the customer and was scon move desply in
delt hipself. He was discharged fram employment at the
same +ing as his father was trensferred from Lydemburg.

Togsing was sent yet again to live with an st (the
Some ewit’ that he had besn “ssit to after his mother’s
Heath), mdmemuﬁmmmmm,mmc
sahaned sl vn avay. . He horvowsd money fom am Indian
tvader, by ‘posing as a roadmaker, and later ran up gebts
s the valus of .&7. 'When confronted by the tZadér; who
mmmmam,wmmmamm
peyrent. | Tide bibaviowr continued for seversl days, mitil
Xessing es epprehended and charged with pasaing three
false ' chagues. He was gentenced to .thrés months’
Ainprisonment, - and in addition the ome month's susperdsd
sentence was hrought into effect.

After this sentence vas passed in Lydenbury, he spent
four mmths in the Fert, the old Johanpesbary prison, Be
decided that e time had ccme to vplift himself and
determined thet ‘on his relesse e would £ind a job ag
a road builder and live an hmest life.

Sewever, lessing was alresdy trapped in a oycle fzom
wiich b vas mable to escape.

On his relesse, he ixavelled to Barbertcn, also in
the Pastern Tramsvaal, in the hope of finding ane of hia
brothers thave. e still hoped to find a job o the
roads,  Brbarassed about his rmecent xeleasa from prisan,
when he discovered that his brother wes no longer in
Parberton, Lessing posed as a wealthy businesswan and
signed frandulent cheques, hized cavs that he vas unable




to gy for and was soon axvested. The judge hearing his
case sentaced fessing o toio years at ths Baviaanspoort
work Colony, 'his vas in approximmtaly 2930,

It mxwmmmﬁmmm
completing ha schosling.

aha fact that the fadge hed not st.t pe 0 GA0L

dig mmmﬂammmywmz,mdx
Segen. Q. Sodie axourd for sansthing bo dor othes
than  digging and wesiing, I was gelsd with the
idea thaf this yas my chance to staighten ouk

Jesive to study and mke

far 3
{ihid, pege 74 - 75}

e cdllege weplied
£xm tha work colony, Les
eacapel becauss his father bad not zeplied

regilarly WY » minister, and becans a devout Chmistian a8
a vedult. Phusﬁhi.efaithaaammzuﬂeuphqwﬁ:hthe
pardship in the Foct.

2a & result of his
tnvolved  requiar charch
Cwrch, 26 tha last yesx of Tessing’s sentenge wad to be
@em:mamstuy,vh@hammhemhndns
a mank.

In mery “aysy
lfe in prison. e cnly
o bars and locks at tha DMASLAY.




sale thelx Iife-stories sors .
2 evidenced " in the case of his fixst jall sentance,
5 Ao versicns of his autobiography do Giffer.
the lster téxt; be didnot
ves suspeddd o that the foor
e far ord than attepted car theft.
'ma@;mstﬂmwbauksi, then, is vhom does cie
trust —th;uauetuzu:emla?alﬂmgha:mﬂymlmant
at ‘tils point to Lessing’s work;
well to the other writers whose wark 1s
dissertatimn. pearing in mind that we are
weitings ofamnamvdmai‘bairqapmmﬂsr,m
trusts melther teller mor tale, Mt locks furthers ab,
Jeast as fax as the coirt recowds.
mm_ﬂm:mmmwmm
nonpstery after spending about two wecks there, he tells
mwmmﬂsﬂmmmﬁm,mﬁuw
o take hin to Bloewntain, drove to another tom
enpressed Intavest in buying a garage, "bought? petxol o
and defranded & fammer. He ves

mhabimxcﬂmalandsammi\mmmumdm
sentence (Mnaambawesﬂﬁvameigmyaurs'

3o
MWD\WLEEQHMYWW&

28 3
SN




I ws Mvdﬂiﬂﬁﬂﬁftofmmuﬂm

two comts of Exaud, e being for the petxol

1 had got under false prstences.

(o ¥hat, Red Holl, page 138)

A mu,m;mummmfmmmmm
sid offender in the cells had advised tessing to plead
insanity and invent a mad StoXy.

2 his suggestion I_ told the magistmate that

T.had inherited a large sum but that certain

perocns had rotbed me of my inheritance. My

Fisdeed, I sald, wexe [aic] a deliberate atterpt

wmmmm{smmﬁ.ce.

{Inid, page 138}

24 a remit, he ws sent to @ mental asylum for
cbaervation, and gscaped fzom there. He wes rearvested
within a day and stoed trial.

Ghristoffel Lesaing professes.not to remarber this
inétdent gt all (hma:vimmx&ymm).uavmqmmmted
miaﬁymw,xmmm

lestingly) Gntil T

nim an hehitusl criminal.

record, mﬂwmw'»m,mmﬁmuﬁ:
as he reenbers, hardly any of Lt wes said out loud in the
pourtroam. )

The isme of mmrmmfmmmtwm
axgment. of fax greater significance is the gy in which
lessing has cxafted his tale and the fact that he first
wiote his autchiography in puisca, e story of the
inheritance can be vegardod as one oOf Lessing's early
attempts at weiting fictica.




e pessing of the indstaminats sentence vas in July
1933, The label ‘'hebitusl criminal* meant that Lessing
e o serve his time without privileges and vould not be
eligthie for parole wntil at least seven years had passed.

ehould be camit any eviwes within his probationacy
peried, he would be retumned t5 prison to sexve a seocud
of the nature of hia
as & result of the cycle in

him, on 1Bth owly 1933, he called him & scoundrsl, 2
This left a hmge scar on essing, wio had wntil this time
simply folt hard done by a8 a result of a disrupted family
Llifo. He s dstemined to prove the judge wrong: the word
ngcoundrel? hed insulted him temribly, and, accopling to
Leasing, hla case had xeceived muh humiliating newspager
coverage.

Soon  after mmmcmmmm,mm
begin to think serioualy about the lack of oppartwnity in
s life. ' R

T bimwed fivst of all my lack of education and

raining:

faxther

a bosk (except

(Forth from the Dungecn, page 88)

o vas, despite fleeing the memastery, still a devout
Christim, and belisved vexy fixaly that if he prayed to
God and lived a wowal Christisn life, he vould somehoar
wansge to redsem himself, (n the eyes of his father, his
family, and the prisom authorities. Most important, he
would appease his o camsclence.

lesaing writes of this time in a dlear, stwong,
oonfident stgle, in a tone of abject despalr, but with en
sbsence of the that vsually his




despadring passages. He succeeds In comveying thit he
imdervent: mo mystical spiritval change, had nu illusicns
that God would help hin. Instesil, be says

At this point ome! wonders . whether st the time
Tpsaing’s intention in ‘writing of his ewperiences was

o moralistic one, aimed at vaming people about-the pain
of impriscrwent and tims urglng thew to avold a life of

Hovever, lessing goes -on to explain that ance ba
decided o'ty and ixprove his lot by study, his soul felt
emieh.  Hawas at first detained in isolation, which vas
the fate of all "blue~coate" ar people with indetemminate
sentences.  Many of the prisonets aimply acospted the
monotany of their existences. Tessing refused to do so.
He writes

Mhe restricted space made my soul shrink and my

‘thonghts rebaunded from the walls and huxt ma.

{(Inid, pege 89)

Gaking soe Kind of actin, euch as studying, and
lstar, weiting, was thus a kind Of escepe fxom the
reality, It was also a means of preventing Hs soul fxem
shrisking.

Ducing this period, howsver, Lessing relates that the
priscn ves mdergoing a reign of temmr.




Gemaral Smats had become Minister of Justice and
director of

Tharpson,

prison,

for the convicted wrangdoer.

(Fouth_rom the Dungecn, page 145)

Punisiments thet wers inflicted on the convicts
dnidng this period were wore pppressive tha ever. ey
wes mot alloved to tolk to one anothec escept on
gundays, Work was inciessed while ‘dood 'ratimms
dﬂ:ﬂmﬂed,mymmcmﬂdmtmfnumcaiva
letters for the flrst sixnonths of thei sentences and

their relesss could do little other tham retim to the
grisan, wiexe at least they had a voof over thelr heads
and food to eat.

3t vas Against this backgromd that lessing began
2 long struge with the prison awthorities to-allow him
paumasimmwmmmufe. Ha begen by
bocks. ;

e librarian allowed ma to take ome English and

one Tock into my cell, and Exom five

o’clock untdl eight I applied myself to study

wtil T cowld reed fairly fluently. X

a quamer book, but could make nothing of it.

there was mo cne to help pe. The prison

‘teacher’s work was Limited to the contxol of the

Nevertheless I in

Library. zapidly
jmowledge and before a year was out I vas
mmmmmﬂmaﬂmemmm.
{Tbisl, page 88)

s beqen the semerkehle acadmdic and litewry
caresr of Christoffel Lessing. He claine to have been the
eiemt comvict o stt for apublic ecmination?® e




Superintendent of the prison was not keen to allow him to
do 86, but after much pleading, and petitioning, through-
out the period of intense tightening up within the prison,
hessing won his right to ent¢r for his matric exam.

He wrote' it in'two stages: four subjecte at the end
of 1936 and the remaining three in June 1937, He passed
with one A and three distinctions. (Leamsing’s matric
certificate is - appended.)  Prior to writing his matric,
Lessing had also completed a correspondence course in
journalism. He did not write anything worthy of
publication, but it was the first time he had dons
anythihg .of the kind and complsted a course. As
a donsequance of his successful matriculation results

My success won me & free course for the BA

\dbgtee. - Whe Social /Services paid my fees and
. ge ple who wera unkhown to me sent me momey to

elp-me with my studies.

(Ibid, page 92})

¥ Z6 hat Red Hall Lessing reveals

Beoause, 1 was problem to mysel

psyc ology < aa £ iy major subjects tar the
sgree. other was sociclogy, which I hopad
$001a help me £1nd Ry place in the'commmity

(To_What Red Hell, page 150}

L Lesting  explains how difficult his studies were, both
be¢ause such ways of thinking and arguing were strange and
néw to him and because studying within the walls of

'a’ prison is very difficult. Nonetheless, he completed his

" major course and three others, but in 1940, he left his
;first indeterminate sentence without completing the
dégrée. By then

soul was Bick and exhausted from the struggle
w{thi e ould not face another book, not
even a novel,

(Eorth from the bungeon, page 93)

“The struggle within him" ie a reference to his
enormous frustration at being denied the development of
hls normal sexbality. Lessing had never had the time in




not subdus the mruly

= (+re) I bocmne sicidy ard

then I left the gaol I was full of hope and

gelf-confidence,  ali in my heast

T Jnaw I wes not equal to Wy ambiticns.

{Inid, page 93)

nfortunately, Lessing was correct; he vas ot at
all’ equal to his awbitions. He wes xelessed and renaged
to f!ndauplxamﬂ:mmrgahmkmsneaamwn_bmk. ‘He
met @ gizl of wham he was very fond, but ves dissppointed
when her father forkede him to see her. The jeb that he
had did mot really suit him very well, and he applied
everitually to the Toads Department for employment in the
Eastin Transvaal, the area in which he had grown vp and
Tad heen the happlest.

mﬂeut&edmmstm,miﬁmthemin
that was to take him to Nelepruit, Lessing met a wowen who
wes desperstely i nesd of help. She ves five mnths
prequant, and honeless, Hex pame vas Polly. The story of
Lessing’s Involvenent with Polly reads like & work of
fiction, bub i, acconding to Lessing, absalutely true.
e effects she had on his life vare falt at least unkil
fis releasa from his second indeterminate sentemce and
momewhat.  beyondy ghe was regarded by many as his wife,
andpeaglam.aimhxeryeaxstahammhhnardhiﬁ
ganuine wife on account of Dolly, She wes very important
in is story, becavse had he not tried to help her, he
might bave memaged o meke a success of his life in 1940
and perhaps would have avoided retwming to jafl for his
second indeterminate sentence,  (Had he not retumned for
the second sentence, howaver; it i3 unlikely that Dessing
would ever have written so prolifically. Indesd, he nay




nover hove chosen bo writa of his experiences, since he
was Hired of study and conbenplation at tha tim'of his
release in 1940 [qoted above].)
Lesaing descctbes his peeting with Dolly as Zolls:
2z 1 peseed & bench, I heaxd & stifled scb and
Lotied * down a pale face and apalrof
. pemsel in

ayes. I
distresst
{oid, paga 57)

Dolly told Lessing that sho was peegnent as a zesult
of an affatr with a mexried man. She had left home in
sheme and had nowhere o go: N
‘A scomdiel, who had never been in prison, hed
1 would show him how & women.

N ]

Nt thinking at all of hisom inadequate Giram |
atances, lessing’ offered to help: Polly.: e bagically "
Temt that he mummlpra:mqwchmaardupwhhm
situation. to her paremts. However, the years in prisan
mmmmmm,mvetaj lessing was
horriéled et Dolly’s father’could hava assimed thet Be
mn the father of her wibam,child, especially-aftes he
explained that’ he bad been in prison £oi the past sevan |
yeaxs. S ym oven move surgised vhen, “aftar ho Tl heon
& few dmys in Nelspruit, Dolly serived st his Mpeisiing
oo and moved In with him, claiuing o be hic wiel: e
surprise twmed %o hoxmor when he weatised that he wuld
fmve o pay dwble’ the criginal vental for this

1 drew the line at marriage but allcwed hex to
stay. It caused me embarrassment st work. .My
Ghief asked whe I bad got merried, becausa)
applicatien had described me singlis.
I euggested muﬁ‘mna:besxanmmda
Infommation sent to him, but he koew this ves
not txue.

{Ibid, pagas 99)




Mearsdile, lessing’'s fimances werm alvesdy In
somewhat of a lwpeless state. pefore travelling to
Nelspruit, he had tried to epsure that Dolly was provided
for, and had auerdrawn oo his nesdy opened bank acoomt,
although he Had wrtten o the menager requesting time to N
pay.. When he arzived in Nelspeuwit bhe was broks, but hoped
to survive once he begen vorking. Tt som becaws apparent
that this wes 1ot to hagpen.

e £10 I was o get: at the end'of ths moath
vould ot cover cux boexd. A letter fran the

i} iﬂthin\\(a fow days, Lessihg tried to gbt a loan fran
tha badk I, Nelsprbit, althoubh he méalised that at the
e of the ' npnth he yould havh to repay all his debts.
Soom then on it was a question of time before he was sent
back to pelsop fr a seomd inddternipate sentance:
Lessing weltes . that hs wealised with a gick feeling
thar he was onde egain on the roed to prison. He kme
that e, vould seiye a second indetemminate sentence, everl
if his crime vas minimal. For this reason, he relates how
he and Dolly wers well provided for for thelr Elight. o
The Sujweme Court record of Lessing's twirl
(ance he vas apprehinded) outlines the risks he toodk to
ensure that his retuim to prison wag at least, in hie
toms, justifisl. e 'eashed chegues, bought clothing for
Dolly’s unbom child, and overdrew o his bark account, %
toied s well to eninme that be resained foee wkil Dolly
ves sccomdated in & musing hame for the hizth of her
baby. mea:ﬂxesm:ymedsmoaafamasy,b.\tmm




proclaims its truth and continues to tell it flawlessly,
without adding or omitting any part of it.

By the time Lessing was brought to trial in Nelspruit
in 1941, he was charged on four counts of passing
fraudulent cheques, pretending to be a man of greater
means than he was, and of twice escaping from custody. In
passing sentence, the judge said that he understood the
great desire to be free and, seeing that Lessing had
admitted to escaping from custody, he would be lenient on
that count. Nonetheless it still counted for one year of
the sentence. The four counts of signing cheques which in
fact  had little financial value show- to what extent
Lessing’s association with Dolly caused him to behave
rashly and stupidly, ensuring that he was gaught.

Lessing’s descriptions of the time spent with Dolly
and the ensuing panic when he tried o run away from what
he had done, are presented in very few pages of his
autobfography. There are two reasons for this. The first,
which is the one Lessing himself woiuld probably give, is
that the issue was no longer important to his story, and
he was dealing with it in passing So that he could get to
2 more ‘interesting aspect of his life. ' The other reason,
which 15 more of -a literary one, is the way Lessing had
jearnt: to conserve his words to build up a breathlessness
and a sense of the blind panic he was in. This kind af.
style seems very much in keeping with the way Lessing
describes his feelings at the time,

He captures, in his haste to tell the story, the
anxiety and fear that he was feeling at his reckleseness,
which was bound to return him to prison.

In Porth from the Pungeon the period from the time he
began to "provide for’ Dolly until the time of his capture
i5 dealt with in two pages. In these two pages he
describes the various frauds he committed and their
departure from Nelspruit on the evening train. He tells
how he left Dolly at her parents and went to Natal to find
a job. He was foolish enough to write to her and let her

-33-




Know that be was in Tadysmith. Sha followed him thare and
when she Gould wot find him she werit to the police for

charge of the

T s riot made clear, in alther fexr, ©o it extent
Polly leiew of the £raud Lessing was oamisting or Wit hex
aun involvenent in it vas.

Shortly themsfter, Lessing escaped fram the police
escort Bt the ' Gemiston railvay station and when baught
yetagdn,,nndaa}symﬂasuapedﬁmmajpnm
Nelsgmit. . Years later-he describes the vey he mils tha
key ond how he escaped from the prison.. T stery 13
ifsalf. tather - inbemesting,2? but at this polnt it wlll
aﬁfmmuyﬂatxasmqmssoumlymsdmﬂ

ted by the of the prison that ke
pad to, creste sauething in ceder to get cut of it. Ja
a sense the key that he mnaged to mmfacture G be sald
o be comparable. to tha womis he wrots later as another
fomm | of wscope from the fmustxation and beredom of
costody.  Trdeed i Tessing’s case, as well as in the cases
of meny of the writers discusted in this study, weiting
forms a metaphor for the escape that they a1l wished they
conld echieve, , In Iessing’s case, he menaged both the
Litersl and the Jiterary escage. .

25 already mentioned, in this last case the actval
mmbex  of years to which lessing was sentenced was
Srelevant, for it autcostically invaked the indstemminate
sentence for vhich he was sEill wnder perole. e fega
in fsct enly sstenced Lessing to thres years, tut he wes
requized to perve a winimm of eight.




The fact that the jtﬁgghadzefmadmmpoaa
that mmi.m ‘sentance proved that ha did not
regard ws a8 a completely hopeless casa: This
helpei me in no emall weasure to retain my faith

in myself.
{Ibid; page 102}

The hwniliation that Lessing exdured on his retum to
Pretoria Cantval was considerable:

warder omlered & Brlscnar ta give me & mg
ircn trellis in

shused bis chence, and wes not to be allowed o study at
all. The eoffects of this restriction on Lessing were
devastating. Ho describes st length the anguish he
suffered as a Yesult of the deprivation of intallectual
stimlus mmmwm%mmommguut-,
he suffered at the hands of his consclence.

e pages in which Lessing describes this pertad of
his inprisciment ave, like the ones’in which he remsmbered
his childood, il of over-aditten sentimentality.
Hewever, in oxder to convey to his readevs the intenaity
of such feeling, there wes no other wmy he could find to
write his highly eotional feelings. iiis imagary ccnsists
of *gaping precipices*, *griping for Light', and similax
lichéd images presented against the harsh concreta
veslity of the waxders and fellow prismers, and bis
recurrent fenr of insanity.




e fear of ipsanity, end indeed the actual
occurrence of euch trauma, is portraved almost whthout
excepticn by wciters vho desceibe their impeclsorment.
Tnsenity, medness, trauma, and suicide attemgts ave part
of the vest stoves of emotional reserves which people in
prisans are forced to drme upon in omer to survive their
sbrozmal ewistences.  {These themes will secur in all
further discussions.}

In Tessing’s case, his “insanity’ tock the fom of
anorexia. getvosa, @ iliness which today is known as one
which affects smeinly adolescent girls with particular
family dynamics ‘and a specific cosbinatien of personality
traits,

When -he was dlagnosed as anorexic, very féw pecple
knew abodt the ilinese, and it was certainly not known as
the ‘slinmers’ disesse’ as. it is today. He was simply
told, end agreed with the diagnosis, that he was losing
such  enormous quantities of weight because he vas mentally
distressed. ¥’ The cawses of his severs mental distress

were never . adequately eemined ox treated, although
ILessing’s oW Interest in and knowledge of peychology wes
helpful to him in cvarconing mach of the amxiety and the

He Jnew that in order to stave off mednsss, he had to
kesp himself busy, Such 2 task Ls mot essy in a peleon,
shers boredon and Frustration’ cocur not: only afber Jock up
time, hut the tasks have
to perform. (At this point, isssing was working in the
stons yard, )

Bogman destwibes the way hé msed to crawl around o
his bands and knees in ordew to pase the tine vhen he was
“fesling insane®, and how he velomed a transfer to the
stene yard because there he could £111 his time with herd
phystcal. labour.

1Lessing . felt mich the sam way. He had to work. But
aftar swvaral pnths




N war hetween myse and my comgcience
was at its Qcisis and I was barely conscicus of

1wy earthly existence.
{Iid, page 104)

He vequestsd that he be placed in solitary
confinement and be allowed to sew mailbags as a form of
salf-inflicted punishment as well ag 4n opportunity for
Anfrospection,

Tmediately -after . this description of himself,
Ieteing lapses once again into cliché and describes the
Ieginnings of his mplritual awakening.

T quote at length o convey the extent of the
sentimentality as well as its impartance to tha style that
ZTessing was to develop as he continued to write,

I
{3bid; page 104)

Shartly after this, lessing began to have meories of
the Fevexend Crofije, the man who had teught him abont God
when M wes awalting trial in Restenbucg prison, and who
had been influsmtial in encowmging Iessing to study.
lessing believed that the spiritual strength which Crenjs
had  dinstilled in him wes fragile tut hed not get
disappesred, S wanted to reswalen 1t iz sove way, but he
wes lost o5 to how. He describes the pericd a one in
vhich he was valting for a momemtous eelf-discovery to
ooomr. I order ta weit pescefully, he had requestad
isalation from the other prisaners.




The crucial moment ‘ceme at Christmas time 1941,
approximately one and a half years after he had réturned
to prison. Lessing had epent every Christmas since he was
fifteen in either a prisoh cell or some other place of
confinement. Christmas for Lessing was not a celebration,
it was thae time when lie felt,most negleated and unloved,
for he never had any visitdrs or received gifts. That
particular Christmas, he felt forgotten, hard done by and
utterly misexable.

In a lengthy passage In Forth £rom the Dundeon; he

the scene for the significant tugn his life was to
The passage reflects both his anguish and his
excitement at his xenewed : spiritual strength. Lessing
describes the silence of the prison and the distant sounds
of tﬁg eity beydnd the walls, He heard the carol-singers
outaidy the prison gates, and xealised for the flrst time
in his’ life that, for a believer, Christmas had a very
apecizl pessage. /

Ho continved his introspection and felt am i€ he
undervent: a spiritual rebirth; he beliéved that he was in/
soite way :eleaaed from the trap he had been caught in.

1. kngl mat end“thanked Chxist for His
Tove B “for Tthe spirit within me which could
break .but refused to dia. I begged Him to take
over' thme direction of my R A hreyer
brought, the co i2tion that He was already doing
0. Bhe f were still around me but I was |

oo me i a prison celll
(3bid, page 1 )

David Gcldblnt\‘ Writes of Leeming's experience that

pivotal to his subsequent develop-
hardly refers to this eveut again
and  make st preac hing born again
Christion precepts. = Hows he had changed
profoundly.
{op cit, page 17)

Lessing wanted to share his new found strength with
somebody, but knew that he would be moaked and soorned by
the other prisoners Lf he spoke about his faith and quoted
from the testaments as he had 'done once before. (The laet
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time had resulted in his remwval from the priscn to the
peiony  from  vhich he escaped, only to receiva an
kﬂntamhmbesamm:e)

nlgm: !n a prison cell",
s.c pubiiched, m:mumwm

(m.ﬁmm pags 108)

Thus  began the weiking career of priscner Chiistoffel
Leseing,  “Cheistes night in a pelson cell' wea mot
published then, but an article descrfling his new
discvexy ©f himself wag published in the maguaine
Huigoenoot, as part of a séries on “what life had taugiitr.
In order to bypess prison.censorsliip, his article todk'the
fomm of a'lstter to the editar. He ves weiting opealy and
Opportumdty ‘to Sexwe - By a Comvicts  The prison
authorities seemed to tke favourobly to the activity of
mttng,mﬂevalmmieihﬂnwithmﬂmazy

£ would
48K how ny weiting vas getting on.
he Bm: m woiting paper., Emmx:ttnsmi

alnogt .
(mmlﬂﬂ'
'
Lesging describes the way he went about prosuing his new
“carear".

studled for ks BA and was keen to contimue with this
field of study. tha authorities refused him permission to
do mo, sayiny that he had abused this privilega




Wiliemse,
in 1t he'came t0 868
(Interview, Ocebar 1986)

Tnvigsity . ves {otarestad in
mmufls for & boak be flarmed to write.
, was plb]is‘m moon  after

Mialukye Teems,
visitily Tesging.

Iegsing sent the mmscﬁ-ytiba
&mpdsmgnpaﬁ:ma'dﬂl@)
mmmsmr.vs.sm
and yistted ence a wentlt




and glemned metexial fron mwnget the . drems. ~Whis
snterial ves published in a verlety of magatines under the
‘pseudonyn Rastisan Stss.

Wilimse en.ucaged Dessing to write his auto-
hoqraphy. In his book, Miglukte Levens, {Falled Lives],
Willemsa arranged for same of Lessing's welting to sppear
1n tha bock n the fom of an autobioguaghys

@5  astohiographical piece by Bastisan Stosuss,
tieled ntlg jear in dle enk®, wes tha first really
lengthy pisce of viziting that Leseing had undextaken, and
cmn  be, regamded ge his £ivst publdshed work. {*Twintig
Jos in die mﬂc“gzaus&aamyu:mqsm'amm
uch the. some vy 28 ha told it later when he ot Forth
ficin o Diggeon and o Wt Fal pell) .
Willese adde?l‘mhia ot Cameits  on Lessing in the
pook and inclwisd-dine of the stiies Tessing had mads of
the dresns, Ha dedcribed Tesslny as “the gitted [gmialel
men wio kuows pome abadt the sonl of the crininal than
anyone “elsa in south “Africa, and pechaps the world”.
(Eoxkh, from the Duigean, pags 111}

or sme mmihs, Lessing contimed wciting (b
doesnft ydveal muymhammmqan‘msmqe,
bat most of Lt vas pucbebly ebont the dresms, and life

a muber of cxitieisns of the prisen.
wWillamsa was m@wmmmmmmm
visits stopped,

In m,pdsm;nmmmlahmmiewpmplam
the real idemtity of Bastiann Strawss, who continued to
publish articles, altheugh by then he had to amggle thew




out.  Those who Guspected Lessing would not accuse him
openly of breaking the rules, until one article appeared
which incensed them. It dealt with the issue of exevution
and told of three black prisoners who were to be executed
during the Christmas season. In response to this artlcle,
("Kexafees in die skadu van die galg® - Huisgenoot, 1945

Lessing was called for questioning

There was_ this one warder whom T had enmcouzaged
to ‘stady for his metric, And he vas the ons vho
had  to . investigate the authorship of that
article. And he says I know you wrote it

18, your style.” and I repiicd that
TatanTt know I hia ene;

{Interview, Sotober 1986)

goon after that, Lessing was allowed to-continue'with
hie  writing provided that he submit everything f£or
censorship. . He did this with anything that he intehded
for ipmediate publication, but hid much of his auto-
bitgraphy in the tailor-shop in which he worked.

Ong Saturday, about a year after the ban on
Willemse’'s. vieits, ‘Lessing was Bummoned for a visit, and
found the Professor. It was. the lagt time they saw cach
‘othér, because a few days later the Professzor was run over
by a gar and died without regalning consciousness.32

Lessing was extvemely distrbssed by the death of hi.’
mentoy, and recalls it as ﬁollows.

The news was a great shock to me. I felt faint
and had to grip the governo:’s desk to prevent
myself from awooning ¥y only friend and the
man who had been the strongest influence for

life was gone. I falt empty and

Tost.,
(Porth, from the D . page 112)

Lessing was still to receive a letter from the
Professor, written just after the visit. In the letter,
Willemse outlined for Lessing the hopes he had for his
success, and the wish that he wonld be released to lead
a "normai® life.




The Professor’s letier filled Lessing with a vasiety
of emotions that both pleased ahd Ustzessed him. Hs
particularly touched by the late Professor’s faith that le .
would make -good in the world and his concezn'that Lessing
sarey and have children. However, Lessing was térrified
of the fuld import of Willemse’s words. He did not think
thexe would be any women willing .to. énter Into
a relationshlp with hii. Y

Lessing writes that the Profgssor’g words affected
him so profoundly that he could think of little else. "fie
dreamed constantly of the kind of woman with whom he would
like to establish a romantic welatiofship and a familyy
Al1l _thia time, he weiting the bi hy thay
he had begun with Willemse’s help, ‘Although the prisor.
authorities stopped ensoring his yriting after Willemse’s’,
deatn, . Lessing knew that his autobiography was not really .
safe froli their regulations. He took pains to hidé it in
the workshop of - the master tatieér.” The tailor, a Gérman
iminigrant . whom Lessing had helped: with® his _English,
ignored lLemsing’s seovetive actiyities, and not dnly
ancouraged . him wciting efforts but helped him tg smuggle
somé ‘of the material to Willemse. The tailor-warder thus
ignoxed Lessing’s growing bundlé of chapters, It was
‘already 1948, and Lessing had served a long stretch of his
second indetexminate sentence. ’

By this tine, Lesaing had gained ja perticular status
within the prison. He was no longer chnfined by choice to
nis gell, and had relatively froe accéss to sections and .~ <’
was trusted by his jailers to collect and deliver latters
for prisoners, As a tailow, it was his jub to ensuxe that
prisonexs who were to he zeleased had their clothing ready
in time. On 13th Febxuary 1945, he went to the reception
area of the prison on legitimate tailog-shop business to
enguire about a release date.

This also happened to be the office in which
prisones’ latters were censored. AS I entered,
of the two warders on duty was busy reading




B
e

letters. He took one from the pile of unopened

letters and read aloud the name on the .envelope.

"Bastisan Straugs - have we got anyoné with that

name here?* he murmuved.

(Ibid, page 114} ;

Lessing ' received -an enormous shook,|but did not show
any sign of this to the warders. He merely listensd. The
conversation of the warders and the contents of the letter
were 8o incredibly fascinating that Lessing had difficulty
restiaining himself. He managed to edge close to the
warder and read the address at the top of ‘the page
memorised the .ddress and the name of the writer, in
event’ that the govermor might Fefuse to show. it to him.

The writer of the letter was Corrie de Beér, a school~
teacher from Johanmesburg. She.had read about.Lessing ini:
Mislukte Lewens, 'Professor Willemse’s baok, and had found
spiritual and mq:al value in the teachings of iessing’s

Strauss’} iife story. She was looking'

some Good idebd to ‘do, especially- in the case of .
a nesdy persor, ahd for a way to give hex life ‘some
meaning.  Knowing that the Professor had died, Corrie de
Bepr decided to offer her services to Bastiaen Strauss as
editor, typist, or lisison between himself and publishers,
of to help him in any way she could to enable him to
continue writing and publishing his work.

In a magasine article she wrote two years later
Corzie de Beer describes exactly why she cliose Lessing as
the subject of hex "good deed”.

I prayed Providence for someone who really
needed “me, and who would be a "soul mate" to me,
was prepared (and expressed as much in

ny prayers? td he ,15Y58 to the blind or feat to
3 tle 1 know to whom

Proviathbe would se
(The Qutspen, 30th January 1948, page 35)

Later in the same article, she esplains how, after reading
Lessing‘s biography, she

[9]uddenly ... knew the meaning and purpose of
ay onistence
{Ibid)

N




e of the wamders on duty knev that Tessing used ©
\wite, and scon pade the Comectlon. Howver, they
', refused to give him the latter, as tha varder Tenenbered
«  that Iessing had enice been forbidden to receive Professor
illnsars visite or letters. Bo remembersd as well ihat

gaquttaehewu].dgxitmm.szalesse.
Thal oy solution wes to amiiggle a lettex to the
o )

Y
o

Wid mecrised. I evar thars yes a crucial
+ Téssing's life (there were severl, Mt
cont a5 this ans) it was the letter he

‘L-\me 'VQ\\vamirq Jetter thak he gess her letter AR

« 7, ey governar: allowed Lessing to xecelva the letters
on Vgonditien 4t Te Beer mada no attempts to publish any
of his wiiting, i fie was wnder the illuston that she was
~ahxc§}}p§:aseesimo£mo£maiﬂg’smmacdp\:s.

o . fhet, Red Hal], Oorrie de Beex's carvespondence
with Tessing, her subsequent visits and thelr rownce are
, «described in less than three pages.

In the cwmining page amd a half, lessing’d
descriptions of Corsie and her kindness sxe sicly swst,
fall - of oliché, UEe wote of her as a metaphari
 houselesper, cleaning and repaizing an wecoupied house
(higself), despite vernings that it wes inhabited by the




devil.  He believed -that her aruvax An his Life was”
a perfect replacement for the fother’s” lave he had <3.o.!f> as ;
a ohild: i,

With ‘the coming of! Corrie my childish . on ing
yas ebsorbed in the strength of a man. ‘Thg ChL
in we had grown upiand thg confliv waP.at an -

(Ibid, page 188)

The speed with which he' tuaq :L\ d:aw cne
a close emphazises the fruartmny )e fg;;* ““g hj,s
continued imprionment. Hqgk rﬁhgeu& o Lsav \\h p:%)é&
and néver- zatm:h, o £\ iz
his regayd f£ir \ygu ty, stydg
‘the hook. :
§n an dnterview maﬁ

sdid
1 wrdte ‘ﬁg‘.’d éeu hy‘uﬁ tﬁsdm

v L was that \SI h loxs
N way,

Eas
wru:ing so mﬁcn r.l

‘A# he . progrehsed with v:hJ baak,\ Hige bsué».a
indrdastingly sick mn ankiaty and :#mzned :hat ne wouM
idpdvereds .
although nesemg had been wedfing for Beva'al years, ©
he seéhs not to have felt this fear|befors. . e had always .
written 'hecause ' he felt’ the nee o sey something abobt
his imprisonment, But he tiad naver really worried thatiis
caught out, - the consequenaks would Haxm him.
Corrie -outside and a pocem:ial fucm-eun the rea; wo:c&d,
he wes terrified that ‘hiy dreams and’ plans sould
‘dewcroyad. K f
In . Forth. from the Eugmgun Lesgmg \:akes Enr ore time
to describe the arrival of the latters Fropm Corrie and her ¢
first wvipit. Many mord pa‘@es atq davoted to the faith she
showed in hiw . and 'to the, suppqti‘ she bffered in her
efforts to have him rslease hen paro e beﬁone u\e expiky
of his indeterminate sentence, N
When first she w\ te \m ‘Lesuinq vxa J\é pri.son
governoxr, Corrie was warnad that she was not, to publish




anything that Lesaing hed vwriften. The authoritles did
ot seem to yealige that she bad gemuinely never met
fessing aml did not at that stage fave any of his
mamgcriphs in her possessicn. The mare Corxle wate, the
tove Zessing dresmed ©Of the Special wemen Wio would make
his life wortlwhile.  He . cifpamed thst he would one day
leave prison aod marry and have a conventicmal family
lfs, 28 he leamed more about Ooerie through her
letters, he hoped that she would be the wowan of his
dreams.  After he asked her to visit him, Léssing Began to
mlmlwgwiﬂ:anmaga Fe describes thsts fixst

mssi.ﬂg wx:z.ms that thelr meeting was natural and
very fuifidly, s 1f they knew each other wall and had not
seen one another far a long time.

e &mdmemmmmmma-uim

After the visit they sontinued the correspondence and
arenged a seoand visit the following month, Thia eime,
Corris was to be acoarpsnied by a foumr student of
Professor Willenee’s, who was also intarested ia Lessing’s
sbory and wented to work on it further. After this visit,
Comde wrote Iemsing & letber, which e smeggled in to
him, outlining what the psychologist hed told hew about




re mmiy chams of s sudonsstal
rpehebilitaticat;  She £51d him that, she had struggled to
ke & decisionlghost cantinuing her asscciation with him
. and rovesled that ‘she ‘vas willlng 0 tY anything for
Lessing’s mmé?mashamainhwﬂthhm. ‘whey hied |
ed an i guing hip, aftex knowlng me
“angiier cly tarousth letters and tvo visits.

" pithongh enly & a cactain nmber of etters por | -

ath, -lessing “and iCoixie. Had estahlished an efficiert
method?3 wrote vituallyevery day, Thely

B 0% Y

the \next " yeir; while' they made

I Futurs: m:mmm'mmmsm
mmw‘hﬂm@xmw the

midifying reality “in

) finclesr o what extent, he Liveq:£d a world of fantasy,

\{.‘:ﬁaﬂmwa‘ the tipa ond keep sane. , cofncin
wiwa fhe tals diffioult o Dbolleve hat in il

thetances’ of Mis'maxxative dbout Cokcie, his story holda.




corrie, for dple;; giranted 4 \sever 1 °
magazine articles of her own qescr‘sbmq the z}nusua
romance, 34

For ‘the | remainder .of the visit the pa\k; spokhy no
oniy of theif new Happlness, but of the books | hat Corri
varted Lessing' to completd. He had already, enug
many pleces,: such as the life- stories of othd
and chapters |of* the, first autobiography (§ ¢
Hens), and ’ she hwas encduraging him to compleée Ythis, ‘as
she had found a publisher. i
Bays

That evening tackléd the 1asc part . of 5

maghum - Opus no easy task. ' ALF thy

ahapters —about my 1% I yail neg stiid 5

and there wak moré than an_eleme

-he  reported that
wy céll might be visited. %
nk of ‘the punishment I would -get Af. the
authorities read what I had written abojt life
behind.the bars, : A
t1bid, pago 120) . /

The' idea of eazninq a 1Lv1nq from writing o hi,

reloaje germinated when. the publishers ¢f'the ¥irst tii
bopks Bk, Ellojdige Mens and Gooi My

offered sGorrie an advange of #120. From this

bought ~ hersslf. a dismond, ring and . she 'add. Lessin
announced thely engagamem:.

A happy . & he wasifesling ahout Co::ri/s, the suddend
186 of hor .appeavence’slW his 1ifé affected Lessing i °
mare ways' thad he undezag:ocaoat the time. The limediate

s2fect was one of ‘buundl@ee energy for writing about his
ufe. Part. of thig desire.pas to show Corrlae what he had
been tHEGGgh mince onildhood. He alsn wanbed her to know
everything  about Hih, including his enigmatid lialsoniwith
Dolly. D ! Y

) .
. H




. In mwmmammm
the yeasons for the inferiority of the end of Jo What Bed
Balls

lessing was reluctant to do so in.case they torned
him dom. W,auc@atnmm,msgued:@
parole, mmmm&ﬁmmmmm‘m{s
him, Lo . N

*are you© guing to

T panted, . Are e to ciek

Tosing £he gitl who balisves in sio ... P can’t

do this toma. T shall never have suchi'a chance ?

again.® '

(e, page 122) R

For somb vesie the Board mada thinge very,wpleasent
and mmﬂymmwmmmm‘m'maﬁ
an "Wllegitimate’ child, tryley to dlesusds Corrie from
contiming’ her velatiomship with him.  To vhst extent
thair émelty and blatant lack of feith in his vehebill~
cation weve a result Of thelr anger at the puber of
sxtiocles he had alvesdy published, and fear of how mach
nore b might reveal aboirt the prison, vers he to fmtima
weiting en his reld s&, remaing speculation, Howewver, it
is lbmly that the Prisons Yoaxd were all in som vay
threatened by the potentisl successes avalting Tesaing.
Lesaing wes tenfed Ereetom because the people in contzol
of it claimed to be afvaid that he womld revert to
coomitting petty fravd and stealing motor Caxs.

3 oE this chance?®
o




oy Sopteniots 1946 apd febeuary: 1947, Lasatsl
“ierkls ware in m;uinh, mmazmmmmm

x'e),&esedm " ki

g, @ m—n !‘ebmaxy 1947, mssmgm

magaxﬁm 1
autchlography, Eraidvad,

e m,mmmmm&mxmm

.4 Altheoh mot sllmssmq‘swdﬂ.ﬂg\vasawutgﬂm
2t m'mu@mmmﬁmwmﬁy
‘yaa:e of hia ife. At fixst by wwote mstly autoblogmaply, -
Bl Jaber; developed & " gew meies of &hort staries Sbagk
)m.wua apd Qmu yote-a series ahout feople e lnsy
‘lgrince. 35
Fmen of whne T s vrktizg vas cbviouly net vl .
shoolved by \he| prisn mthawities; o at ope point’
| Hscontiemad o wilixiraw his perald,  Eventuaily Tessing vas
osliod mot to piblieh further criticlems of the peisan
qymst]mstmmmsdothispmhmmmﬁ

. crine would zead
(Iﬁd, page 180)

the majority of feedback thet resging




teachers, doctors, legal people, criminologigts,  aven
wardexs.  All thanked him Yor gxposing what he had about
the prison system and its effectr. It seems that'the
response was to the exposure vf the prison conditions and
the anguish of one incarcerated in such a place, It vas
a response to the worality which Lessing has espoused
since his realisation that he had to make & sucdese of his
itfe. It was not an acknowledgément that  Lessing had
ekposed the foulness of the yery pature of the prison
@ystem, . People responded to the personal ‘success story.

What was Lessing’'s reason  for ‘writing? ‘Primarily

wru:ing wag therspeutic
afterwards,. 1 started adaptim} to
soclal life, -I" out:grew it. ¥ lost interest in
writing about priao

(Interview; Octobew 1986)

But he also. had "a strong desire 'to .expose , the
conditions in South African prisons. When Lessinq arrived
at Ppretéria Central in 1933 there had, ‘been & genaral
tightening up of the regulatisns, which he deeribes in.
To what Red Rell (quotéd earliér).

At ohe point, while still in prison, I.auaing wrote
pleces in Wwhich he described the unnecessary deaths and
ilinesses of the prisoners - most of which he is planning
to publish only now, in 1388, in a new book, Skelstons. if
she Cupboaxd, 36

Lessing. .continues writing, although he stopped for
soms years, once he felt that the therapeutic value of his
work was no longer neceesary. Howsver, when awaiting his
releage in 1947, he began té worry about how he could ever
continue to write ... not that he thought he would have no

and i ion, but he worried constantly
that the prison authoxitles would harass him and prevent
him from earning & living. As mentloned above, this is
exactly what happened, but after some wonths, when he and
his wife were mettling down to their lives and earning
a mesgre living, they got bold enough to confront the

- 53 =




Prison‘s Board and demand that they be left in peace. To
a large extent, they were.  But for many years after,
people tried ‘to blackmail Lessing, accused him of lying
sbout tu4e experiences, and attempted to damage . the
positive future that he and Corrie were bullding for
themselves. 37
Corrie ocontinued teaching while Lessing wrote for the
andwag, travelled through the country giving lectures
about - his' experiences. and struggléd to find & more
lucrative imcome.  After :several unfortunate financial
setbacke, Lessing was cffezsd employment by the Department
of Soclal Welfare.

In 1952 Lessing vas Sappointéd clerk at the Daeraad
settlement 'for the elderly, a project of the Department.
They were happy although not finanoially secure. Lessing .
yearned for a more challenging poit. He trusted hi.mselt
enough to realise. thit the Depertment of Social Wel”mre
would -recognise that he was capable of more, and was
longing for thie. Kis superlor at the pettlement was
transferred to a. work colony, a place for prisoners like
Baviaanspport, .the ore where Lessing himself had once besn

Shortly the + Lessing, who had been
increasingly unhappy:at the astlement since the departire
of #heron, his former supetior, was summoned by the
Pepartment of - Soatal Welfare and lnformed that they were
appointing him assistant supexi at the
Work Colony. He knew fxom the start that he would
encounter eevers hostility, both from the inmates and the
personnel, but was ready for the challenge. ‘

In h. from the on, Leseing claims to be the
firet ex-convict to have been appointed to a responsible
position in a South African penal institution. Thie is in
fact not true; Nongoloza, or Jan Note, was the fixst,38

The Dessings remsined at the colony for some years,
and Lessing was at last satisfier and fulfilled. He did
net write at all during this period, as ti® job took most

Saloiisit m.«-ﬁ“...a.,m




of his time. However, when he Sinally left the colony and
the Departrent of Eocisl Welf - ; once'the hustility of
fellow emplogess ot too much £or him, he exbarked on the
rewrking of W atboblogrdphy and ha devoted mamy pages
| of 1t (about Gao-third to & half of the back) to the years

* ha spent working at Somdemvater.

i ¥mssing then todk tp a poeitien as public relations
obffder for an aisline, and stayed there same yesrs. Ha
began’ eamingA redsanabla inocws and e e Carrle were
,st\ti!ﬂgd with thetr Lives. Hs was wodking on the updsted

i biifograghy. When he met a Geman £1In producer vho wes
ol £o relm & movie of Lessing's life'stary. The various.
anthorities 'in ‘the comtry, fxam, those'in the prisons’

nvimﬂwcbnsemposiﬁmlaﬂammtymlm

capanies, were mot willing to grant them the,pemmission

they, pecded. 'mapmjectmabaxdmad,huﬂmsﬁqaays
“bne day smm\dllmkathatfm".

probebly be long after my desthy but !:hsy“
make L
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Chapter Two

bongs fascinated me. I felt
been compos:

sd only in a prison.
ace for singing ti

prison..
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Hersan Charles Bosman published g
1949, at least two years after the appearsice. of Lessing’s
Ek-Ellendige Mens.l  While Lessing’s books claim to be
antoblogzapties, Bosmen’s is simply *A chronicle: being
record of a lengthy gojourn fn

i Prison" (tubfitle). a4 is wot an

autoblography, but it is un autoblographical movel. It is
me::ad in-fact, but is a masterly translation of fact into

" igtction. The book 1s. both humorous and serious, the tene

often ironic. In .iteé more directly serious parts, the
agony of Hosman’s imprisomment ias blatant.

Horman Churles Bosman wes sentenced to death £n
Novembar 1326 for the  muxder of his stepbrother, David
Rugesell.?2 After he had spent tén days in the condemnad
call, in the gallows wing of Pretoria Centrai Prison,
Bosman‘s sentence was commuted to ten years hard
isbour.3. He served three years and nfne months of his
sentence, and once released spoke very little abowt the
exparience.4 Cold Stons Jfug, written approximately
twenty years after his release, was one of the few opsn
raferences Bosman made to his imprisonment.5




Prioc to his mpdsmﬂaﬁ‘- Bogmen, bom - at Ruils
Riwer fn 1903, hag Livel most of his life in Johamneshury,
with his parénts, and hj mother Plerré. His father, an
Afrikasns-specking winer) died in a sining accident in
approxinately 1925, His fother morried agaln, this tire
to a Soor, Willisn Russell, wiw had seviral adilt children
of ‘his o, 'ﬂﬂunf@:nﬂiaﬁlivadinasmumussin
Isipinge §tzeet, Eel;bem Joharmesturg.  {There was
a m&ﬁmmeaqmosmmmammy&ndmme

girarks 1o’ played WEe &ﬂdi&hmaftehmﬁsb'\{mbla,
Put, sdemed “aluays tofhave bean usdertaken in a spiit of

m{:;x;\s
Bqys’

" for =iiiple, ‘wes his joining the
Commmist * Party's Young Commnist League « chiefly becaube
it pzwmdhmﬁfmammﬁm, hemjoyedhscku.ng

merried Vara Smeyer, on 2lst Jamaxy 19267 the marriags
wes lster anmulled. !

I uly 1526, Bowen petimmed £rom the Berico for the
sidyesr 8chwol holidsy, He-stayed with his wother, not
with Ms wife, and hed to ehare a bedroom with his
stepbrother,




winfpy in the Marico ard did not want to vetun to
ais jeb. How ver, he did not ssem to be all that happy at
hame either, . Whils in the Marico he had bought a hunting
rifle, which he brought to Johamnesbury with him. 2s his

to i1l hinself with the rifle.

departire, Posmn visited his wife at her mother's homs,
and retixned to the Ballevus house at nidnight. There was
@ full -poon  shining in the bedroomt?  which he shired
m"‘mmmmﬂmmmm

rofrain from waking him up whenever they came Into the
Zoc, - Oh this particular night, Pierre had come into the
voou and distyrbed Devid's slesp. Russell goti ot of bed;
and geakbad ﬂmu;mmmm Harven Béenan, who had

Just, jcong hewte, P about’his §
* petumy, to'the arico, saw the Sight, gratbed his rifls and
fired a shot at David,

! * momediately he realised what he had done, Hewwan
tried to.shoot hiuself ~ ba felt that he wgs wable to
oope with the conssguences of his action. ¥ begged
Pierre and thafr stepfather Willlam Russeli to shoot him
or ‘o his throst, e fainted and wes arrested shortly |
theveatter,  The ensuing nmer toial lasted five days,
and ustlce Gey ven Pittins sentenced Hermsh Romven, sgl
menizpaoe, o desth on 15 November 15264  Hewas
confined to the death cells at Pretomia Central Prison,
the ‘condemed cells” he describes with such horror and
famoirr i, Coled §tong Jug, while awaiting his fate.

Mter twemty yesrs Of freadom, the mémory of the
exparience inside ves etill vivid and painfal. he pain
that Bosman felt was a pain that for most of his life he
kept fwivats, sepazating his prison experience frm his




daily life. ¥Ye- ha wias haunted by the memory of life in
Pretoria Central Priscp, fictionalised as Swartklel Great
prison in Cold Stone Jug.l§

Unlike Christoffel - Leesing, Bosman wag loth to talk
abont hie imprisonment. Although dlready & writer (he had
beén writing whort stories and poetry since hia school

_dmys), Bommen at £irst made no known attempt at writing
about  hie one of hia
favourite writers was Oscar Wildelf (genexally,
biographeras and orities have cited Edgar Allan Foe and
Beudolaire au Bosman’s literary herces, naver Wilde) and
he apparently had a. bealthy vespect for *The Ballad of
Reading Gacl®. - Yet for years he made po effort to do
‘sémething similar with his own experience.

Beimard ' Sache claims that after his release Sosman
nairtained cm}w:s with many of the paople he had known in
prison - mulud.tng Jean Blignaut.l7 He writea of
Bogman’e f,:!.-miqs that,

The vieltdrs .wers - largely made uj of oM 1ags
had beon releasad from primon and a5 one

Bache dasoribes fome of these puople, at lesst two of
whom are clauly identifiable as characters in Cold Stone
Jug. 10 Sach’s racollections differ from the more widely
axpounded view that Hosman remained silest about his
iuprisonment and was in fact extremely ashamed of it.

¥hen he wae released in 1930, Boaman changed his name
to ‘Eerman Malan (¥alan was his mother’s waiden neme) and
lived with one of his uncles, hiding himself Zrom public
viewl?, Although he did not speak or write of his
experience in prison, Bosman remained interested in the
davelopments of the prison system and wrote artizles
against the death penaliy.20 Ume of the rensons for
this pseudonym was to keep his litorary achievemente
separate from his notorlety.




There is a mystery s to Wy Bosman avoided writing
of his experiences witdl 1949,  Tis familimvity with
ofhars vio hed wcitten of thelr prism esperiences™
indlcates that he might hive comsidersd writing of his
soprischment but chose not to do zo. Thare ave several
spemlatifns 7egeding the delay in his writing of the
exgerierica. !

1iomel -Bhvshams, for example, points cut that Bosvah
is best kwm for his Marico staries, although he Lived
enly six agaths in the Marico:

st
& young manfof - Bosman''s temparament,
(dbeabang, 1961, paga 7)

Tt wouldd seem that, Boanan i pot weits of his prism
experiences becauee he was s of how to strugture them
in weiting, Fbmqmaznya,mudst,mmfelt
it inapiropriate to write about his Inprisoment. in gach
a fdne. Towver, Valerie Rosenberg claime —thaf when
Posmen Pegin to suffer badly frou claustrophibia, avd had

i s Belena,

Tis wes sppeoxinately 1847 - when Zessing’s
Fi Ellendloe Mens wes first published and ils “Twintig
faxe in die twuk’ wes cerialised in Bpndveg. Tt ves
saventsen years aince Bommew had left prisos. Bosmen was
st that stage aleo & requlay contributar 10 Brapdvag 22
Holena Bosman was chvionsly fapiliar with th¢ journal, end
parhaps her encouragement of her husband’s autobio-
graphical novel wes prompted by Lessing’s writing. Perhaps




ch,sf‘m MMmrmma,mm’s

uv-n,nhu:e  encinragenent. was hews’,
m%ﬂam,ithw!s&leﬁmtw

wap written | apart from its parsomal significance to its

welters; it smniﬁ be noticed,
;-

E : in xe%ounaa na;essh\g'a style and
tane - that Bomen £inally fomd thetfom he to qatt
"pteigon | into 2 books o 4] Imsing's
mode; and hijadca:‘ i that. .
a holiday mp Aok \ J_i.rquem.s,
atic apd

P i
- § i mmmmmuﬁnm
horrory i\:l’lazbeﬂideet:d.badaﬁ"p:e-emmdy
holideyt.  (Abiehms,

i‘&mmst Ll .
19811 page 14‘2! # E .
Statyreller - dspecially

mmu.tnq(ﬁmmm m_mhamm
gense’ of In touseﬁozatlmm:mxens’hs posailily .
nmm my,mchetﬁ-xahmmwd Jhm weg In

tmﬂssario;uulmmandasmmly,
ndpoiat auauaa Boaman to distsnce hinself
" it as if he wers an

L O




which he lived. In une of the cocluding passages of Gald
Stong  Juy, one of its more sericus pieces, Romman
describes the new sult he was having mads es a release
privilege, It was a "beautiful job* (vage 212j.

And thera would. be no Dwibers on the Jacket o
trousers. I @id not koow

o cen .gfculave that mxch of the stigm is |
persenally felt 'and not publicly imposed. This is élear

in thé sentence, "I tho world can't see those mumtbers,
1 gan". .

Although he hed resmed his cwn name by the ime
Cold Stope Juy wes published,?S Boswen still wade every
effort to keep his literaxry life separate faxm his
pevscmal Gy  he rarely spoke about his crime or ity
pmishwent. The bock weg weitten as a cathartic
experience, and cnce the catharels had been achieved, he
was no longer willing to be comscicusly identified with
the bocki26

fhe mmour eiployed in the book 19 divected not anly
at tha meder, the prison and the convicts, buf, is often
dixected at Bomen himsalf. B quoted esxlier, Bosman
said of writing about prison

these are things that nokedy should pen.
‘You only make a fool




e implics immediately that he is a fool - and that
Chois lessing (or anyone else who wiites about prison) do
a fcolj  having assumed this persona (that of a fool) he
is sble to chroniele his experiences langsly by playing .
the fool.??

Talike ILeseing's work which is an autobiogrephy,
Bosman’s je autobiographical, By drawiiy on hia omn
experiences, Bosman deyeloped 2 framework for writing
about . the prison, but it was by drawing on someons else’s
expariences, and his own imegingtion, that he was able to
cangtruct  an  autcblographical mowel. Some of: the
inciderts ha wiote about wemd drawm from other peopla’s
tales of - lmprisumwent, such as lessing’s; for exapls,
Boswen weites ot  length about the way prischerd btarted
studying - and *writing - their eutobiogrphies; Eomen left § |
the Pretoria” Prisan in 1930, ‘thres yesrs before Lsssing
arvived  theve; Iesuing vas one of the first prisaners to
Xequest’ and- be granted parmission to stody in jail, Thes
hilaviows Yyassages referring to ' this in Cpld Stins Jua
(foges 160 - 167) are undemisbly a Tespmse to the

cnsia with which Lessing his studies. 7

25 discussed {n the pwewious chapter, Iessing felt
that Bo jas db fron the other, dha
1ot~ believe that he was a crimdnal at heart o that heswes
&t all ifke them. e fopetheless accapted his pnisfment
and  did not pretend to be guiltless. Lessing devotes meny
passages. to  his fealings of difference and of nct
belonging.

In Cold Stone Juz, Bosmen, too, claims that he was
differsnt fxow the cther convicts. ¥or ewmple, he writes
that he was the only gullty cawict n the Slrec
offerders’ sention, In reslity he yas different - be had
a university edocation. He doesn’t put it-guite like that
thonghs  he says instesd, when describing his revulsion of
some of the prison practices




it it mpﬂ.qgi.shaﬂmmhavaul\n\g
in tht wy to cuter garments of
ty, but :\-uaﬁaccmmmumt,,was
only, after all, a fimst offendsx.

(Ibid, pags 43)

piret * off were
*hiue-costs", or those eerving the indsterminate sentente.
Flrst offendars were, at thet time, held in eolitary’ s
confinement while biue-coats lived In cammmal 'cells.
Iogsing vas an exdepbion to this ruls, for he regested &
solitary cell. 28

Brving Goffmen, in Asvlume, classifies the priscn as

oy

a total institubion: 5

Atbmlim\‘.lmﬂmmy daﬂmaiuuphceaf’
residence work of "

(Gottren, page’ 11)

Prisem i clearly an examde of a totel institution
but it differs from other such institutims, .g. memtal [
asylums, bervacks, cloisters, becuuss all its inmtes ave

baing punished for érimes against pecple, puoperty of the i

state, mu&mmlhaumtmm,muﬂ;mmem
the aims, while in the pesan, the mejor aim.is
pmishient, There ave meny who believe that the aim of
the prison.is also ocurative, in that it xehahilitates
offenders, but from the evidence of recidiviefi (discussed "
below) @ well as fixom the literary vexts ~umined‘here,
it can be meen that South Africam - prd total
institutions which serve 1o othex xols bt 1o i

The total vhich  hee e
tendenales* provided a soctel wordd For by immates,
completely fres of contact with the waxld ewtale - {exceépt
for steictly mnitored visitors). Ldfe, wivall ita
mmdeme sctivities, such 5o slesping, working, est
relaxing, is conducted in one place, and is vegulated
a group of awthorities.






























































































































































































