ACROSS THE RI VER

Witten by
Kennet h Kapl an

A screenplay submtted to the Faculty of Humaniti es,
University of the Wtwatersrand, Johannesburg
in partial fulfilnment of the requirenents
for the degree of Doctor of Phil osophy

Johannesburg, 2019

NOTE:
English translation is provided for dial ogue
t hat appears in Zulu and Spani sh

Copyri ght 2019 Kenneth Kapl an
kennet h. kapl an@v ts. ac. za



I NT. AARON' S CLINIC - OFFI CE -- DAY
CLOSE UP: ALONG A SHELF OF MEDI CAL JOURNALS

Leat her bound and distinctly lettered in gold: THE JOURNAL
OF SOUTH AFRI CAN PLASTI C AND RECONSTRUCTI VE SURGERY.

GRANT ADLER (26), a white guy, naybe not classically good-

| ooking but the intensity in his eyes suggest a deep
interest in the world around him He's casually dressed in
cargo pants and T-shirt as he sets down his MOTORBI KE HELMET
and GLOVES. An unlikely fit with the wooden-panelled office
with its plush Persian carpets and the expensive artworks
that adorn the walls.

Gant's attention is drawn to a set of FRAMED PHOTOGRAPHS.

A formal GROUP PORTRAIT of young doctors in white coats
posed in front of a colonial |ooking hospital building.

Anot her shows two surgeons, AARON and HARRY, in their early-
30s, in SURGE CAL SCRUBS posing in an OPERATI NG THEATRE

Grant studies a few nore photos of the SURGE CAL TEAM at
wor k, before noving over to the next.

Aaron and Harry, a little older now, dressed for cross-
country as they pose with PADDLES and a KAYAK bet ween t hem

Grant smles before noving to the row of JOURNALS as his
finger traces the years printed on the spine of each book.

2016, 2012, 2010, 2009 and on. Back in tinme until he stops
at the year 1999.

Fl i ppi ng through the pages, G ant finds the OBl TUARI ES
section. Anongst the few entries, he finds a photograph
with the nane HARRY ADLER and the dates: 1956 - 1999.

We recogni ze Harry as one of the nen from phot os.

The SOUND of the DOOR openi ng announces the arrival of the
other man in the photos. AARON HART (m d-60s), even though
he's aged 30 years, he's kept trimand carries hinself

with the ease of a man secure in his success and

achi evenent s.

Aaron nods a greeting to G ant as he crosses to the large
wooden desk that squares off one side of the office.

Grant's accent hints at his English upbringing.

GRANT
|"ve tried everything but they're
not even | ooking at ny second and
third choi ces.

AARON
You shoul dn't have to go there.
Ful | st op.



GRANT
(frustrated)
Tell me about it.

AARON
You coul d head back to Engl and.
Your not her woul d be happy. ..

Grant gl ances down at the journal he is still holding open
on Harry's picture. He considers this for a nonent

GRANT
No. This is where | want to be.

Aaron cones over, noticing the obituary colum in the
j our nal .

AARON
It's not going to be easy going
back there, G ant.
(beat)
But you know t hat your father nade
his own choices. He did what he
bel i eved he had to do.

GRANT
It's funny. |[|'ve spent years trying
to forget about it. And now this..

AARON
Look, Grant, part of what | built
here, wth your father, is also
yours. Wen the year's done and
you' ve finished your comunity
service, renenber, there's always
a place for you here.

G ant takes some solace in Aaron's offer as he slides the
Journal back into the enpty space on the shelf.

CUT TO
I NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT - LIVING AREA -- N GHT

A STETHOSCOPE hangs fromthe bookcase piled with MeED CAL
REFERENCE books. On one of the shelves is a GLASS BOX
whi ch holds a fierce-Iooki ng BABOON SPI DER

The rest of the roomis strewn with piles of CLOTHES.
BOOKS, A MOUNTAIN Bl KE and ot her personal itens add to the
chaos as Grant tries to stuff clothes into a DUFFEL BAG

He grabs a hal f-enpty BEER as he crosses to the glass tank
enclosing the spider. He opens the lid. Carefully he
slides his hand and coaxes the spider, which seens famli ar
enough as it crawls gracefully into his hand.

GRANT
Hey bl ue shoes. You okay?
( MORE)



GRANT ( CONT' D)
(beat)
You wanna cone wth?
(beat)
Be |i ke going honme for you. Right.

A KNOCK at the door.
| NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT - ENTRANCE -- CONTI NUQUS
The SPIDER still on his hand as Grant heads to the door.

GRANT
Com ng, Lebs...

Grant opens the door to reveal ABIGAIL HART (25), a white
woman. Abby, as everyone calls her, cuts an eclectic style
in the work-wear she has adopted to suit her distinctive

| ook and personality.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Thought it was Lebo.

Seeing the spider, she hesitates.

ABBY
| can say goodbye from here.

GRANT
Her nanme's Bl ue Shoes.

ABBY
Her ?

Abby gl ances at Grant, intrigued.

GRANT
From her Latin nane Idiothele nmra
Means "wonderful " for the bl ue
mar ki ngs on the feet.

ABBY
(doubt ful)
Wonder f ul ?
(1 ooki ng cl oser)
This is the only creepy pet you
have, right?

GRANT
You com ng in?

Abby steps inside.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
You take her, I'll get drinks.

ABBY
"1l get the drinks.

Grant breaks for the living room



| NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT - LIVING AREA -- MOVENTS LATER
Abby enters with the DRI NKS, sees the ness.

ABBY
(sarcastic)
Good to see the packing's all under
control

G ant shoots her a | ook as he takes the BEER she offers.
ABBY ( CONT' D)
So you and Lebs are off to that
bush hospital ?

GRANT
Yah, to ny year of bush doctoring.

She raises her glass. They clink bottl es.

ABBY
So ny dad couldn't help you?
GRANT
(shrugs)
He's keeping nme a place for when

get back.
Abby registers this as her attention flits to the spider.

ABBY
Does that thing bite?

GRANT
Lift your hand.

Abby considers this. Then, hesitantly she extends her
hand. Grant gently places his hand on hers.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Don't make sudden nopvements.

Abby cl oses her eyes. A nonent of trust.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
She's feeling you. And com ng
acr oss.

The spi der crosses onto Abby's hand.

ABBY
It tickles.

She opens her eyes.
GRANT

Just relax. She can sense your
skin tenperature



ABBY
(nervously)
You sure it doesn't bite?

GRANT
Only people | don't I|ike.

She smles tentatively, relaxing a little nore. But then
the spider starts to nove further up her arm She tenses.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Hol d still.

Slowly, Gant runs his hand al ong her armtowards the
spider. There's sonething quite sensual about this.

Then Bl ue Shoes returns to his hand. Both of them sensing
sonme attraction. Then.

ABBY
| guess you'll be working for ny
dad when this is all over?

Grant nods. Abby considers this and it's clear the nonent
has passed. G ant crosses to the glass tank and repl aces
t he spider.

AT THE BOOKCASE

Grant | ocates an old LEATHER DI ARY tucked away along with
a MAP.

GRANT
"1l show you where we're going.

BACK ON THE COUCH
Grant opens the MAP where an 'X marks the | ocation.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
That's | ngwe Hospital.

Abby | eans in.

ABBY
It really is in the mddle of
nowher e.

GRANT

(di sappoi nt ed)
Fucking tell ne about it.

ABBY
You know what ?
(beat)
| think you're | ucky.

GRANT
How so?



ABBY
You' re goi ng somewhere where your
skills as a doctor can really make
a difference. It'Il be a real
experi ence.

G ant shoots her a ook as he inserts the MAP back into
t he LEATHER DI ARY.

GRANT
It's right near the place where ny
dad di ed.

Abby reaches for his hand as G ant noves away.
CUT TO
| NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT - LI VING AREA -- MORNI NG

Clearly sonme order has been restored to the packing and
now Grant is spraw ed asl eep on the couch.

Hi s eyeballs dart beneath closed |lids. H s hand cl enches
involuntarily in a nmyoclonic jerk.

From out si de the SOUND of a car HOOTER repeatedly stabs
t hrough the norning |ight.

Finally it perneates G ant's sleep and he sits up suddenly.
He gl ances at his watch, disoriented.

GRANT
Fuck.

Through bl eary-eyes, he reaches for his half-drunk beer
and drains it. Then he grabs his DUFFEL BAG RUCKSACK and
hefts his MOUNTAI N Bl KE t owards the door.

CUT TO
EXT. GRANT' S APARTMENT -- DAY

A TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB bakki e (pickup truck) with a burnt
ORANGE paint job and ALL TERRAIN tyres. The vehicle is
all muscle-up and ready to go as the SOUNDS of deep house
GQOM ooze from sound system

Behi nd the wheel is LEBOGANG MALANGA (27), a black South
African in retro-50"s gl asses, V-Neck jersey and parted
hair. Lebo leans inpatiently on the HOOTER

Grant stunmbl es out of the apartnment buil ding bal ancing his
RUCKSACK, DUFFEL BAG and shoul dering his MOUNTAI N Bl KE

As Lebo cones around the side of the bakkie.

LEBO
(imtating a voice
of authority)
Come on Doctor Adler. You' re dam
| at e agai n!
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GRANT
Cut the shit, Lebs and give ne a
hand.

LEBO

Let's get this party on

EXT. JOHANNESBURG ELEVATED H GHWAY -- MORNI NG
MUSI C up. ..
The TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB with its ORANGE paint job is easy to
follow as it cuts through the streamof norning traffic on
the four lane freeway circling the dowmmtown area. Gant's
MOUNTAI N Bl KE strapped to the back.
The norning sun bouncing off the buil dings.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. H GHWAY - OUTSKI RTS -- LATER
MJSI C conti nues. .
The skyline of Johannesburg receding in the distance as
the TOYOTA slips further away fromthe 'city of gold and
its old MNE DUWS, bled dry of their precious netal..
Remmant s of another tine...

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. H GHWAY - OUTSKI RTS -- LATER
MUSI C conti nues. .

The TOYOTA flies past an expanse of shanty towns and
gover nment RDP houses.

EXT. RURAL - FARM LAND -- LATER
MJSI C conti nues. .

The TOYOTA has slipped the urban sprawl and open farm | ands
stretch to the horizon on all sides.

| NT. TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB -- DAY

Lebo is at the wheel. Gant in the passenger seat.
GRANT
Ni ce bakki e.
LEBO

(shruggi ng)
My dad's way of saying sorry he
coul dn't say goodbye.

GRANT
You didn't see thenf
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Lebo shakes his head. They drive on in silence for awhile.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Just one thing. You choose the
col our?

Lebo shoots him a | ook.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Just saying, | love the col our.
Perfect for an anbul ance.

G ant snothers a sm |l e.

LEBO
You coul d wal k?

GRANT
VWhat and del ay the start of our
year of nothing...

LEBO
After our internship, this'll be a
hol i day.
GRANT
And hol i days al ways go too fast.
Ri ght ?
LEBO

That's what |' m sayi ng.

GRANT
You think they're already preparing
a song and dance to wel cone us?

Lebo winces at the cooment as Grant digs in his bag. Brings
out the MAP which he unfolds and traces a RED |ine marking
a route on the MAP

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Ckay. There's a detour | checked
out. It takes us around to the
West. Adds about an hour, but
it's worth it. Scenic route.

LEBO
Damm touri st.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. RURAL - BUSHVELD -- DAY

Lebo is still driving as the orange TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB heads
down a steep nountain pass.

Far below, the terrain flattens out on either side of a
| arge river that uncoils across the expanse of bushveld in
nort hern Kwa-Zul u Nat al .

DI SSCLVE TQO
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| NT. TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB -- LATER

Grant sleeps in the passenger seat as Lebo sl ows down
anticipating the end of the TAR ROAD ahead.

He continues on the dirt road as he glances at the GARM N
but it has lost signal. The road forks ahead.

Lebo funbles with the MAP, unraveling it as he slows to a
stop, and | ooks around to get his bearings.

A few M N -BUS TAXI S col | ect PASSENGERS. A coupl e of SPAZA
SHOPS sell fruit and veggies to the passing trade.

Lebo strains to read an old rusted SIGN. An arrow to the
Rl GHT shows the direction to town. To the LEFT, the DETOUR
route nmarked on G ant's MNAP.

A M N -BUS TAXI heads off to the RI GHT. Lebo foll ows.
EXT. RI CKETY BRI DGE/ Rl VER CROSSI NG -- DAY

Gant jolts awake. Disorientated alone in the car. He
funbl es for the door and gets out. He realizes the TOYOTA
DOUBLE CAB is stopped at an old RI CKETY BRI DGE

Grant clears sone shrubs away at the side of the road.
Reveal s a rusted sign: LUPISI RIVER

Unsettled, Gant heads for the DOUBLE CAB and grabs the
MAP and spreads it on the bonnet. He traces their route
until he locates their position.

GRANT
(frustrated)
Shit.
(1 ooki ng around)
Lebo!

No answer.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
LEBOGANG

Spooked, he wal ks cautiously onto the bridge and peers
over the edge. The nmuddy RIVER sw rling away beneat h.

The strong current seens to tug at him

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Hey! Lebo!!
(no response)
Where you?

The sound of the WATER dr owns hi m out.

Grant scranbles down the riverbank and finds Lebo sipping
on a BEER
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GRANT ( CONT' D)
(angry) _
What the fuck are we doing here?!

LEBO

Rel ax, we're al nbst there.
GRANT

So you ignored the nap?
LEBO

VWhat ?
GRANT

The detour? The nmap!

LEBO
"Il get you a beer.

Lebo scranbl es up the bank | eaving G ant al one.
A Pl ERCI NG SCREAM echoes off the surrounding hills.
G ant freezes.
AT THE DOUBLE CAB
Grant runs over to where Lebo is standing. Shaken.
LEBO ( CONT' D)
Monst er fucking spider. Size of

nmy hand!!

Grant pulls out the COOLER BOX and starts unpacking the
dri nks.

GRANT
VWhere is it?

LEBO
| chucked it.

GRANT
VWher e?!

LEBO

(poi nti ng)

Far as | could, man.

Grant starts searching the long grass on the side of the
r oad.

Finally he finds the PLASTIC CONTAINER. But it's enpty.
He checks the grass nearby but finds no sign of Blue Shoes.
Resi gned, he heads back to the car.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
You seriously brought your pet
spi der al ong?
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GRANT
(di stressed)
She won't nake it in the wld.

LEBO
Not hing's going to nmess with a
thing that scary.

G ant packs away the COOLER BOX and slides in behind the
wheel .

GRANT
(irritated)
We're taking the detour.

Grant gets in behind the wheel and starts the engine.

Lebo reluctantly follows. Gant sw ngs the vehicle around
and they head off away fromthe rickety bridge.

EXT. ROAD - M DDLE OF NOWHERE - - DAY

The bushvel d encroaches on both sides of the dirt road as
t he orange TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB, with the MOUNTAIN Bl KE on

t he back, approaches a cross-roads.

| NT. TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB -- CONTI NUOUS

Grant checks out the MAP while trying to get his bearings.

GRANT
This junction isn't even on the
map.

LEBO

Lost again wth adventure man.

The SOUND of a MOTORBI KE breaks the silence. Lebo turn to
see:

A BMWV R69S APPROACHI NG FROM THE SI DE RQAD
Lebo gets out and waves the driver down.

The driver stops and pushes back his helnmet to reveal the
weat her worn face of SIBUSI SO SHEZI (60s), a black man
his neatly trimred beard greying at the edges.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Unjani ? [ How are you?]

Sl BUSI SO
Kuhanba kahl e konke; wena? [Al
is good and with you?]

LEBO
Naki m kunj al o.
Sifuna isibedlela, igama |aso yi-|I
ngwe? [Also well. W' re | ooking
for Ingwe Hospital.]
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Grant cones around. He nods a greeting to Sibusiso and
| ooks over the bike.

GRANT
Cl assi ¢ bi ke. R69S. 19597

Si busi so acknowl edges Grant's interest.

SI BUSI SO
Are you the new doctors?

Lebo gl ances at Grant.
GRANT

You see, what did | say about a
wel com ng party?

S| BUSI SO
' m Si busiso. | do the nmintenance
at the hospital. You can follow

ne.

Si busi so kicks the engine into life. The boys get back in
the Toyota and they drive off behind Sibusiso.

EXT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- AFTERNOON

The Hospital is a box-1like double | evel governnent
structure. Aest hetics being sacrificed for function.

The orange TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB drives into the nearly enpty
par ki ng area foll ow ng behind Sibusiso' s BWV

Si busi so waves as they overtake himand parKk.
EXT. SIBUSI SO S Bl KE -- CONTI NUOUS

Moving with Sibusiso now as he continues around the back
of the hospital to a maintenance entrance. He disnmounts
and goes i nside.

I NT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL - MAI NTENANCE AREA -- CONTI NUQUS

Si busi so places his HELMET in the LOCKER and then pulls on
his WORK OVERALLS. He retrieves his TOOL BAG and grabs a
pair of workers GLOVES before closing the | ocker

| NT. | NGWE HOSPI TAL - STAI RCASE -- CONTI NUCUS

Si busiso clinbs the flight of stairs fromthe maintenance
level up to the first level. He pushes open the door and
energes into:

| NT. CORRI DOR - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- CONTI NUOUS

The bustle of the hospital itself. A few NURSES hurry
past. A PATIENT wheels a DRIP as an ORDERLY pushes a
WHEELCHAIR in the other direction.

Si busi so heads off towards ADM SSI ONS.
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| NT. ADM SSI ONS AREA - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- CONTI NUOUS

A long line of PATIENTS crowds into the waiting area.
MOTHERS wi t h BABI ES, OLD MEN, and nore and nore CHI LDREN
who add to the already busy NO SE of the place.

Si busi so enters and | ooks around. Over by the entrance he
sees:

GRANT AND LEBO

But no-one has noticed themas they take in the crowded
waiting area. Lebo throws Grant a | ook: "no wel cone party?"

Si busi so, heads over to MATRON DLAM NI, a bl ack woman in
her |l ate 40s, her authority unquestionable. They share a
a few words before the Matron fixes the doctors in her
sights. She glances at her watch and then claps her hands
| oudly and the adm ssions area instantly falls silent.

Grant is about to speak.

MATRON DLAM NI
(cutting himoff)
Enough. Fol | ow ne.

Si busi so smles as the doctors follow Matron through the
doubl e doors | eading into the OUTPATI ENTS ar ea.

| NT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL - QOUTPATI ENTS -- CONTI NUCUS

Where nore PATIENTS wait as Matron sweeps past them | eadi ng
the doctors to a closed door. She knocks and enters.

DR. YASM NA GUERRA, m d-30's, a Shweshwe print dress visible
beneath her white LAB COAT. A nop of tight curls are held
back in a scarf around her head.

Yasm na conti nues bandaging a CH LD s arm as the MOTHER
wat ches anxi ously.

YASM NA
No nore rolling down hills inside
the tractor tyres. Okay?

From her accent_it's safe to assune Yasm na's from Cuba or
sonmewhere else in Latin Anerica.

She turns to nmeet the new doctors.

YASM NA ( CONT' D)
Dr. Querra.

Yasm na renoves her gl oves and shakes Grant's hand.

GRANT
G ant Adl er.

LEBO
Dr. Lebogang Mal anga
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YASM NA
| lIike your narme.

Her dreanmy brown eyes are not | ost on Lebo.

LEBO
It neans 'be thankful'. \Were you
fronf

YASM NA
Havana, Cuba.

LEBO
Cone estas?

YASM NA
(surprised)
i Estoy genial! Es bueno que habl es
espafol para que podanos
conmuni carnos facilnente. [It's
good you speak Spanish so we can
comuni cate easily.]

LEBO
(hesitantly)
Hah... por favor? [ pl ease]

YASM NA
Ahora tenenps que ponerte a
trabajar, | os pacientes estan
esperando. [ Now we have to get to
wor k, patients are waiting.]

Lebo's conpletely lost in the fluent flow of her Spanish.

LEBO
| think I mssed those cl asses.

Grant rolls his eyes.
GRANT
We shoul d probably neet the
superi nt endent .
MATRON DLAM NI
Dr. GQuerra is in charge till he
gets back
Grant and Lebo take a nonment to digest this.
| NT. CORRI DOR - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- MOMENTS LATER
Yasm na strides ahead as Lebo and Grant catch up.

They pass a | ocked door with a THI CK CHAI N around t he
handl es.

The sign above reads: OPERATI NG THEATRE

Yasm na notices the reaction fromthe new doctors.
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YASM NA
Ingwe is a feeder hospital.

LEBO
What about energencies?

YASM NA
We assess, we stabilize and we
refer to Shoza provincial.

GRANT
(1 aughs)
No stress. W assess. W
stabilize. W turf. Wat did you
say about vacation?

Lebo smles at this.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Hope you renenber those protocols
for stomach aches, headaches and
dr essi ngs.

Yasm na shoots Grant a | ook, trying to gauge his sarcasm

LEBO
How | ong have you been here?

YASM NA
Three years with the exchange
programe between your Depart nent
of Health and the Cuban governnent.

LEBO
Man. | always wanted to sanba in
Havana.

YASM NA
W salsa in Cuba. Brazil is sanba

Gant stifles a smle as Yasm na throws open the doors to:
| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA -- MOMENTS LATER

More PATIENTS waiting. They all |ook at the doctors
expectantly. Yasm na pushes a BOX of STERILE gloves into
Grant's hands.

YASM NA
(al'l business)
So okay. Let's get your vacation
started.

GRANT
But we just got here?

YASM NA
You want to tell themto go hone
and cone back tomorrow?
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Lebo | ooks over at Grant. They have little option but to
break out the GLOVES.

CUT TO
I NT. CONSULTI NG AREA A - DAY

G ant attends a FARM WORKER, 40s, in work overalls, his
head caked with bl ood.

GRANT
(pull'ing on gl oves)
VWhat happened?

FARMAORKER
W were putting up a fence.

Grant checks vitals for signs of concussion. Then he noves
to i nspect the wound.

GRANT
This will need stitches.

FARMAORKER
Yah, the fence pole fell off the
truck and found ny head.

I NT. CONSULTI NG AREA C - DAY

Lebo checks the pul se of a PERSPI RI NG WOVAN, who | ooks
pal e and sweaty.

PERSPI RI NG WOVAN
Ngal unywa yi nyoka. [l was bitten
by a snake. ]
LEBO
Uyazi ukuthi nhl oboni yenyoka?
[ Do you know the kind of snake?]
She shakes her head.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Kul ungile Ma. Linda lapha.[It's
okay, Ma. Wit here.]
He exits.
| NT. SUPPLY CABI NET - CASUALTY AREA -- MOMENTS LATER

Grant grabs supplies. SUTURES, GAUZE, SCALPEL BLADES,
SYRI NGE and LOCAL ANESTHETI C.

Hs arns full, he turns to go. Lebo cones over.

LEBO
You see a snake bite chart?

Lebo rifles through the drawers. Yasm na conmes over.
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Unhooks a LAM NATED SNAKE BI TE CHART off the wall and hands
it to Lebo. Gant juggles his supplies.

YASM NA
Need a hand?

GRANT
|"ve got it. Thanks.

Yasm na wat ches Grant as he wal ks of f.
| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA C - DAY

Lebo hol ds up the CHART show ng numerous venonous snhakes
of South Africa.

LEBO
lyi phi kul ezi Ma? [Wiich one, Ma?]

The perspiring wonman reaches into her bra. Produces a
pl astic bag. She enpties it onto the floor -- two hal ves
of a snake fall onto the ground.

PERSPI Rl NG WOVAN
Yilena. [This one.]

Lebo backs up.

| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA A -- MOMENTS LATER

The FARMAORKER s head is shaved. Gant is stitching as
Yasm na enters. She watches his progress and seens
sati sfied by what she sees.

MONTAGE:

USED STERI LE GLOVES PILE UP I N THE DI SPOSAL BAGS

THE LI NE OF PATI ENTS MOVES ALONG

DRESSI NGS AND USED SYRI NGES FOLLOW

THE SUN DROPS BEH ND THE HORI ZON

| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA B -- DAY

Grant exam nes an OLDER MAN with a swelling in his belly.

Matron Diam ni assists the consultation as G ant taps the
bulge. It resonates |like a drum

MATRON DLAM NI
Sekuyi si khat hi esi ngakanani unj ena?
[ How | ong have you been |ike this?]

OLDER MAN
Kusukel a ngokhi si musi . [ Si nce Xnas. ]

MATRON DLAM NI
(to Grant)
He's been like this for 2 nonths.
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GRANT
Let's get himon IV fluids while
we run sone tests.
EXT. I NGAE HOSPI TAL -- N GHT

The SECURI TY LI GHTS conme on around the hospital as night
cl oses in.

DI SSCLVE TQO
| NT. DOCTORS' LOUNCE - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- NI GHT

Lebo drains a cup of TEA as G ant stretches out on a WORN
COUCH. They both | ook exhaust ed.

LEBO
I f | hear another conplaint about
hot ness of the body or painful

eyes.
GRANT

One worman said she was hit by a

cow. A car, | said, right? No,

no she says, it was definitely a
cow. Then she asked if | know the
di fference because, she said, she
can definitely tell the difference
bet ween a car and a cow.

Lebo smles at this.

LEBO
| could eat a cow.

Suddenly A LOUD BUZZER pul ses as Yasm na rushes in. She
punches the intercom button.

YASM NA
Com ng now

CUT TO
| NT. CASUALTY AREA -- N GHT

Pandenoni um as ORDERLI ES rush in with a GASPI NG PATI ENT.
Grant and Lebo are attending. Yasm na watches.

GRANT
I s he choking on sonet hi ng?

Lebo checks the patient's nouth.

LEBO
Burns. Caustic.

GRANT
(to Yasm na)
VWhat did he take?
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YASM NA
Unknown. Conpl ai ned of stomach
pain and then fell down in casualty.

GRANT
He' s not breat hing.

Grant connects the Bl ood Pressure (BP) nonitor.

LEBO
(urgent)
VWhere's that tracheal tube!

Yasm na nods confirmation to Sister #2 who runs off. They
all watch the BP nonitor as it continues to fall.

GRANT
BP 78 over 55.

LEBO
W need resuscitati on now

Sister #2 returns with a STOVACH PUWVP.

GRANT
(shouti ng)
That's a stomach punp. Cone on
CGet nme a tracheal tube?!

LEBO
"1 get it.
He rushes off.
GRANT
BP's still dropping. He's going
to box it.

G ant starts CPR

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Def i b!

Sister #2 rushes off as Lebo returns with the TRACHEAL
TUBE.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Too late!l Let's get the pads on
hi m

Si ster #2 pushes over the DEFIBRILLATOR trolley. G ant
cuts the patient's shirt away.

LEBO
Move away.

Grant backs off as Lebo gets the paddles on patient's chest.
Yasm na wat ches assessing their nethods and experience.

GRANT
Go.
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Lebo rel eases the current. The patient convul ses. G ant
checks for a pulse. Nothing. Yasm na glances at her watch.
Mar ki ng the tine.

Grant continues with CPR  Massaging the patient's heart.
One- Two- Thr ee.

Lebo checks for a pulse. Nothing. Gant continues.
One- Two- Thr ee.
Lebo readi es the paddl es again.

Grant back ups as Lebo rel eases another charge. The patient
convul ses. Grant glances at the nonitor. There's no pul se
and the BP is falling fast.

LEBO
Come on. Cone on. Keep punping.

G ant continues CPR  One-Two-Three. Yasni na | ooks on.
Agai n Lebo applies the paddles.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Cl ear.

He rel eases the charge. They repeat the routine. But
there's no response fromthe patient.

GRANT
(softly)
He' s gone.

Lebo watches as Grant closes the dead man's eyes. Yasm na
checks the tine.

YASM NA
9:43pm

She records tine of death and then covers the body.

Suddenly, Lebo slanms down the pads and wal ks out. G ant
| ooks over at Yasnina and foll ows Lebo out.

EXT. | NGNE HOSPI TAL -- NI GHT

| NSECTS swarm around the Security lights illumnating the
front of the hospital.

Lebo is alone with his thoughts as Grant joins him
Si | ence.

LEBO
Casualty nurse doesn't know the
di fference between a tracheal tube
and a stomach punp. And the fucking
surgical ward is closed.
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GRANT
Now you know why | didn't want to
conme here.
(beat)

This place is a death trap, man.
Lebo' s anger ri ses.

LEBO
So we're supposed to just do a
second rate job and that's okay?

GRANT
We saw worse at Bara, but at |east
there we had the resources to try
and do sonmething. This place..
(he shrugs)
It's fucking hopel ess.

Grant holds up his hand, but Lebo doesn't respond.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Hey. Come on. We can get through
t his.
(beat)
| f we stick together?

Lebo thinks about this then grabs Gant's hand and pulls
hi m cl ose.

EXT. DRI VEWAY - DOCTORS HOUSE -- N GHT

The headl i ghts of the TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB il lum nate the
dirt track. Lebo and Yasm na are up front while G ant
sits in the back

YASM NA
So? How was the first day of your
vacation?
No- one responds. A solemm nood as they drive in silence.

YASM NA ( CONT' D)
Over here.

The HEADLI GATS reveal a GATE across the driveway.

Grant cl anbers out and unhooks the gate so the vehicle can
drive through. The MOUNTAIN BIKE still on the back.

The HEADLI GHTS sweep over a | ow bungal owstyl e house with
whi t ewashed wal | s and t hat ched roof.

| NT. LOUNGE - DOCTORS HOUSE -- N GHT

Yasm na | eads the way inside. G ant dunps his DUFFEL BAG
and | ooks around. Rustic, sparse but confortable.
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YASM NA
My bedroom s down the passage on
the right. There's another room
on that side.
(to Grant)
And a spare room at the back of
t he house.

She heads off to her room Lebo stretches out on the couch
and is alnost instantly asleep.

G ant shoul ders his DUFFEL BAG and heads off to find his
room

| NT. GRANT' S ROOM - DOCTORS' HOUSE -- N GHT

Grant flicks on the light to reveal BOXES on the bed. A
CHAIR turned up on a SMALL DESK and a BEDSI DE LAMP. A few
ol d PI CTURES are stacked against the wall.

He digs out his CELL PHONE and holds it up to get a signal.
Not hi ng. Tossing the phone aside he noves the boxes and
sits on the bed which CREEKS om nously under his weight.

GRANT
Can't get any worse.

Then the bedroom|lights starts to flicker. G ant watches,
def eated, as the power supply dips and then fails.

EXT. BUSHVELD -- MORNI NG

Sunrise over the bushveld. A low mst clings to the
val | eys.

EXT. BUSHVELD - OPEN PLAINS -- MORN NG

A MOUNTAIN BIKE is the only noving thing in the vast
| andscape.

From the dust and sweat streaking G ant's face he's al ready

put sonme di stance on the neter. HEADPHONES on and the nusic

cranked up, he's in his own world.

Ahead the single track reaches a steep drop-off.

| nstead of slow ng, Gant punps harder. H s nonentum taking
himclear off the ground and for an instant he is suspended

bet ween earth and sky.

And then the bi ke thunps down onto the dry river bed as
Grant lets out a shout of exhilaration.

He pulls out the MAP from his RUCKSACK and traces his
position, following the river to the spot marked with an
n xll .

EXT. RIVER CRCSSI NG -- DAY

The sun is higher.
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Grant enmerges fromthe river bed peddling hard to gain
enough nmomentumto make it up the gradient. At the top of
the river bank he stops.

Arutted old track runs off into the bushveld | eadi ng anway
fromthe river. In front of himis a |large pool of water,
near by a huge Fever Tree, breaking up the otherw se flat

| andscape, casts sone wel cone shade.

He | eans his bi ke against the tree and takes in the profound
stillness reflected in the glassy surface of the water.

Then a slight novenent catches his attention as he notices
a BABOON SPI DER, remarkably simlar to his pet spider,
crawling froma crevice in the tree trunk

Could it be Blue Shoes? G ant reaches out his hand as the
spider senses him It inches closer.

PLOP! Sonet hing splashes in the water. G ant sw vels round,
but only a ripple from sone disturbance bel ow the surface
is visible.

At that noment the spider strikes and Grant recoils in
pain. BLOOD rising fromthe bite

He strips off his BANDANA and w aps his hand.
EXT. ROAD - M DDLE OF NOWHERE - - DAY
The m dday sun is beating down.

Grant's hel met hangs over the handl ebars as he steers with
his good hand but it's tough goi ng over the | oose stones
whi ch cause the bike to slide around.

Ahead the road reaches a steep descent. Gant stops to
catch his breath and tighten the bl oody BANDANA. He raises
his WATER bottle to drink, but it's enpty.

As the sun hamrers down relentlessly, Gant descends a

hill. Trying to hold his Iine with one hand, the incline
and | oose stones send the bike into an uncontrollable slide.
He falls hard and without his helnet on, H TS his head on

t he rocky ground.

He lies there dazed. Unnoving.

Then slowly he reaches up and touches the back of his head.
Hi s hand conmes away covered in BLOOD

He reaches for his CELL PHONE, but the screen is CRACKED
and wi thout a signal.

EXT. EDGE OF TOMWN -- DAY
Wth DRI ED BLOOD streaking his neck fromthe head wound,

Grant pushes the bike as he makes his way unsteadily al ong
t he road.
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He squints ahead at a clunp of trees surrounding a few
WATER TANKS on a raised platfornms. But then nausea
overwhel ns himand his | egs buckle as he falls.
FADE OUT:
| NT. AFRI CAN HUT -- DAY

Qut of the DARKNESS swirls the uneven surface of MJD walls
bef ore darkness cl oses in again.

Then a THATCHED roof cones into focus as Grant's eyes
struggle to orientate. He |ooks around registering the
stanped DI RT floor covered with GRASS Mats.

Unfam | iar surroundi ngs.

Then the pain hits. He feels his bandaged head and checks
his swoll en hand. The wound is snothered in O NTMENT and
wr apped in DRI ED LEAVES.

Si busi so, the maintenance guy, enters. Gant tries to get
a fix on him but his vision swins in and out of focus and
he col | apses back on the bed.

Si busi so holds out a CUP for himto drink. Gant's vision
distorts and blurs as BONG WE(18), Sibusiso's daughter,
clears away the water used to clean his wounds.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- MOMENTS LATER

A two- bedroom ci nder-block unit that has been extended to
i nclude an additional room The corrugated iron roof sports
a coat of GREEN paint.

| NT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- DAY

Bongi we of fers MASHEZI (70) sone SOUP to eat, but MaShezi
waves her away. The old woman doesn't | ook well.

Si busi so enters. He and Bongi we share a concerned | ook.
EXT. AFRI CAN HUT -- LATER

The sun cuts across the thatched hut.

| NT. AFRI CAN HUT -- TI ME LAPSE

Grant sleeps for hours as the rays of sunlight advance
across the floor of the hut.

| NT. AFRI CAN HUT -- LATER

Eventually the slanting |ight reaches Gant's face. His
eyes dart open.

He gets his bearings and sits up. The nausea has passed.
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EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- AFTERNOCON

Si busi so and Bongi we work side-by-side in the vegetable
gar den.

She gestures to her father when she sees G ant cone out of
t he hut.

SI BUSI SO
(to Bongi we)
Hanmba uyobi za uSi nphi we. [ Go and
call Sinmpiwe. ]

(to Grant)
My daughter. Bongi we.
GRANT
Hel | o.

Bongi we doesn't respond to Grant as she passes him

SI BUSI SO
How i s your head?

Grant noves hi s neck. He nods that it feels easier.

GRANT
We net at the hospital.
SI BUSI SO

The one who |i kes notor bikes.

Grant nods. He takes out his CELL PHONE and notices the
cracked screen. There's no signal.

S| BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
Sonmeone will take you back so they
can check your head.

CUT TGO
| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA A -- DAY
Alight flares. Gant's eyeball constricts in response.
Lebo turns off the FLASHLI GHT.

GRANT
Al | remenber is | blacked out
and woke up in a hut. Lucky someone
gave ne a |lift here.

Lebo renoves the bandage on Grant's head.

LEBO
Looks |i ke you were |uckier than
that. Woever found you may have
saved your life. You could still
be lying out there with a head
wound. Coul d' ve ended badly.

He turns his attention to Grant's hand.
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LEBO ( CONT' D)
And t hey knew what they were doing.
Thi s wound' s been cl eaned and
dressed properly.
(beat)
No sign of cytotoxin damage.

GRANT

It was a non-venonpbus spi der
LEBO

Well it certainly wasn't tane.

Lebo puts a fresh dressing on the wounds as Yasm na enters.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
He's got a mld concussion.

GRANT
' m fine.

YASM NA
You know how | ong you' ve been gone?

Grant | ooks at Lebo.
LEBO
(concer ned)
| tried calling you three tines.
You' ve been gone the whol e day.

Grant registers his surprise.

YASM NA
Let's get himto X-ray just to be
sure.

GRANT
| ' m okay.

YASM NA

Then the Superintendent is waiting
to see both of you.

I NT. CORRIDOR - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- DAY

DR. CHI PO NGWENYA, a distinguished African man in his md-
50s, fingers a small SILVER CRUCI FI X nedal |i on.

Keepi ng pace with himare Gant, Lebo and Matron. Gant's
DRESSING i s visible at the back of his head.

NGWAENYA
Dr. Adler, | hope you can put your
brain to nore useful things during
your work here.

GRANT
l"msorry... |...
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NGWAENYA
You went adventuring instead of
comng to work. W have strict
work rosters here and you're
expected to show up for 10 hours a

day. In at 8amout at 6pm
Weekends we work rotating shifts.
GRANT

It won't happen again.

NGWAENYA
Make sure of that. Alternate nights
we rotate the 48 hour calls.

GRANT
We noticed the Surgical Ward is
| ocked?
Ngwenya st ops.
NGWAENYA
For good reason, | assigned al

surgical staff to Shoza. That's
our closest provincial hospital.
You will transfer the cases there.

LEBO
And ener genci es?

MATRON DLAM NI
The anbul ance takes 2 hours to get
here and back. |If the roads are
fl ooded, it can take | onger.

Grant | ooks over at Lebo.

NGAENYA
Now | et's di scuss the case that
canme in yesterday.

Dr. Ngwenya | eads themthrough a door marked: MORGUE
I NT. | NGWE HOSPI TAL - MORGUE -- CONTI NUOUS

Dr. Ngwenya tucks his silver crucifix into his pocket before
he fol ds back a sheet covering the corpse. It is the
DECEASED PATI ENT fromthe first day.

NGVWENYA
You know what these are?

Dr. Ngwenya points to the inner el bow of the deceased.

GRANT
Looks li ke incision marks for sone
ki nd of healing?

NGAENYA
Recent too.
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Dr. Ngwenya passes a REPORT to G ant.

GRANT

(fromthe report)
The deceased's wife said he drank
medi ci ne the norning of his
adm ssion. She said that her
husband visited a prophet whenever
he came to town. This was the
fifth time he had purchased nedicine
fromhim

NGWAENYA
You' ve had experience with
traditional heal ers?

Grant scans through the rest of the report.

LEBO
| had a few patients at Bara.

NGWAENYA
Here 50% or nore of our patients
are using traditional cures.

LEBO
Why's that a problenf?

NGVAENYA
When you conbine that with the 40%
H V rate anongst pregnant wonen
and the high TB preval ence you' ve
got a potentially lethal problem

GRANT
And no big surprise that the
prophet's nedicine isn't going to
cure HV or TB.

NGWENYA
Quite the opposite. Ingredients in
t hese honenmade cures can i nteract
wi th our nedication.
(covering the corpse)
The results speak for thensel ves.

He makes the sign of the cross towards the body.

LEBO
People aren't stupid. |If we had
better equi pnent, if the surgical
ward was functioning, if our staff
was better trained, we'd have better
out cones. And they wouldn't go
chasing after mracle cures.

SGT. MAGUBANE (35), a black policewnan, enters the norgue.

NGWAENYA
Hel | o, Sergeant.
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She nods a greeting to the others.

SGI. MAGUBANE
We are investigating cases in
Lungul a, two in Majuba and anot her
confirmed death in Lenbe district.

NGWAENYA
These are just the cases that we
know about because the patients
have been admtted to hospitals
and clinics in the area.

Grant gl ances over at a worried Lebo.

LEBO
But there's a difference between
real traditional healers and the
charl atans who do this.

SGI. MAGUBANE
Al we knowis that when there's
trouble in an area, the people who
sell these m xtures are nowhere to
be found. Gone.

(beat)
We're investigating these as nurder
cases.

She hol ds out a FOLDER for Lebo.

SGT. MAGUBANE ( CONT' D)
This will explain nore.

GRANT
What' re we supposed to do?

NGWENYA
You' ve got to watch out and be
alert. Disorientation, dilated
pupi |l s, hallucinations, dehydration.
Al indications of...

GRANT
But there could be a thousands of
causes for those synptons?

SGI. MAGUBANE
You see anything suspicious you
need to report it.

Dr. Ngwenya wheels the CORPSE back to the nortuary fridge
as G ant | ooks over at Lebo.

I NT. DOCTOR S HOUSE - GRANT' S BEDROOM -- N GHT

Grant's hand is neatly BANDAGED and a SMALL DRESSI NG covers
the wound on his head. G ant has the MAP open and is
readi ng through a few NEWSPAPER cl i ppi ngs with headl i nes:
SURGEON DROMWNS | N FREAK FLOOD. FATHER DROWNS, SON SURVI VES



Grant grabs his PHONE he checks for a signal and dials.
Abby answers appearing on the video call.

ABBY
Hey.
GRANT
Sur prised?
ABBY
Al ways. How things going there?
GRANT
Kinda of weird. | got bitten by a
spi der.
ABBY

Probably revenge for keeping that
poor thing | ocked up for so |ong.

GRANT
No... she escaped.
ABBY
" She" again..
GRANT
Listen, I wanted to ask you a
favour.
ABBY
Sur e.
GRANT

| want to know if your dad ever
went to the place where ny father

dr owned?
ABBY
Why ?
(beat)
| mean, why don't you just ask
hi nf?
Grant hesitates, then.
GRANT
He'll just warn me not to dig up
t he past or sonething...
MKE (O S.)
You want sone nore w ne?
ABBY
(to M ke)

Sure. Be right there.

GRANT
Sorry, you with soneone?
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ABBY

It's okay. It's just M ke.
GRANT

M ke?
ABBY

A friend. M ke.

(beat)
So what did you want nme to ask
Aar on?

M ke's hand enters the frane and places a glass of WNE
besi de Abby.

GRANT
Forget it. Sorry.

ABBY
Gant. Wit. Wat about it?

GRANT
It's nothing.
(beat)
Cheers.

Grant ends the call abruptly and stares at the blank screen
for a nonent.

Then he reaches for the FOLDER which Sgt. Magubane handed
over and begins to leaf through the contents distractedly.

A NEWSPAPER CLI PPI NG shows a PREACHER sprayi ng | NSECT PO SON
in the face of CONGREGANTS.

Anot her HEADLI NE reads: CHLORI NE BLEACH USED TO TREAT
AUTI SM

This peaks Grant's interest as he opens the TOXI COLOGY
REPORT i ndicating that corrosive conpounds were found in
the patients who died.

Yet anot her HEADLI NE r eads: POLI CE | NVESTI GATE BOGUS
HEAL ERS.

Grant flips through nore reports with nounting concern
until his attention settles on his bandaged hand. He
unw aps the BANDACE to inspect the wound.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- MORNI NG

A MOTORBI KE carrying Grant stops in front of the honestead.
Grant pays the DRI VER and approaches Sibusiso's house
carrying a BAG of FRUT.

He knocks and after a short while Bongi we appears at the
door .
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GRANT
(hol di ng out the
fruit)
For the hel p yesterday.

Bongi we cl oses the door behind her and steps outside.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
| s your father here?

BONG V\E
The man who took you to the hospital
is Sinpiwe Dube. That is who you
shoul d t hank.

Bongi we points down the sodden path which w nds between
thick vegetation. She turns and goes back inside.

Grant is about to knock again, but he decides to foll ow
t he path Bongi we has pointed out.

I NT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- DAY

Si busi so holds a BOAL to MaShezi's |lips as the old wonman
drinks. When she has had enough, she pushes the bow away
and |ies down.

S| BUSI SO
Usalile isipho sakhe? [ You refused
his gift?]
Bongi we doesn't reply, busying herself w th sonething.

S| BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
Angasi si za.[He could hel p us.]

Si busi so | ooks at his sickly nother, then back to Bongi we.

BONG V\E
Akanandaba nathi. |zindlela zethu
zokwenza i zi nt o.

(beat)
Siyini kuye noma yena uyini kithi?
[ He does not care about us. O
our ways. Wihat are we to himor
himto us?]

SI BUSI SO
Ura kungukut hi akazi | utho kungab
yi ngenxa yokungazazi izinto. [If
he knows nothing, it is only out
of ignorance. ]
Bongi we doesn't respond.
EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- MOMENTS LATER
Grant follows the path as it w nds between sone trees.

He reaches a clearing in the bush where a traditional
BEEHI VE hut is | ocat ed.
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Constructed from bundl es of thatch | ashed with branches
and tw ne.

GRANT
Hel | 0?

No- one answers.
GRANT ( CONT' D)
Si npi we?
(silence)
Si npi we Dube. Anyone here?

He noves towards the opening to the hut. He peers into
dar kness i nsi de.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Hel | 0?

Grant gets out his CELL PHONE. Flicks on the |ight
function. Shining it around.

Grant's POV: A GRASS MAT and a few ANI MAL SKINS on the
floor. Sone dried PLANTS hang fromthe thatched structure.

G ant enters.

| NT. | NDUVBA -- DAY

By the cell phone's light he takes in the JARS of crushed
MEDI CI NES neatly arranged on a bench. CANDLES, a METAL
BASIN, a PLASTIC JUG and a few other itens.

He takes pictures with his phone:

FLASH!

Rows of nedicine jars.

FLASH!

A bird wi ng spread open.

FLASH!

Snake skins.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- CONTI NUOUS

Si busi so wal ks down the pathway. He sees the Beehive hut
t hrough the foliage and FLASHES from G ant's phone visible
in the doorway.

Si busi so pauses.

| NT. 1 NDUVBA -- CONTI NUOUS

Grant continues to take pictures:

FLASH!



61

62

34
Mortar and pestle beside a pile of ground ROOTS.
FLASH!

KNOPKERRI E - a cerenonial stick enbellished with distinctive
patterns of col oured beads and netal studs.

G ant turns for the exit but knocks over a METAL BASI N
sending it CLATTERI NG

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- CONTI NUOUS

Si busi so hears the NO SE and qui ckens his pace...

EXT. | NDUMBA -- CONTI NUOUS

Grant energes fromthe hut, half-blinded by the sunlight.

Hi s eyes take a nonent to adjust as he sees Sibusiso facing
hi m

GRANT
VWhat is this place?

Si busi so doesn't reply.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
You gave nme sonething to drink
before | passed out. Wat was it?

S| BUSI SO
Maybe you can learn first and then
ask your questions later. Isn't
t hat what a doctor does?

GRANT
(i nsistent)
What did you give ne to drink?

Si busi so dism sses G ant's inpatience.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
We had a patient who was poi soned
after taking sonme m xture froma
heal er.

SI BUSI SO
| have read about doctors who play
with their patient's lives. You
call this malpractice. No?

GRANT
The patient died. The police are
i nvestigating a nurder.

SI BUSI SO
I f my nedicine causes sickness, ny
patients know where | live. |

can't just run away.
( MORE)
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SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
(beat)
These fake healers cone to town
selling their potions and claimit
will cure everything. Then people
start to get sick because they're
taking nore and nore of it.

The significance of this sinks in for G ant as Si busiso
gestures towards the hut. It's an invitation.

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
You are taught to observe first
and then nmake a deci sion from what
you see?

Grant thinks it over. Then instead of taking Sibusiso's
of fer he holds out the BAG of fruit.

EXT. DOCTOR S HOUSE - FRONT LAWN -- N GHT
A SECURI TY LI GHT shrouded by RAIN.

I NT. GRANT' S ROOM - DOCTOR S HOUSE -- N GHT
Qut side WND and RAIN | ash the house.

WAt er cascades across the wi ndow casting a dreamike watery
effect across the room The RAIN druns | oudly against the
roof of the house.

The bed CREEKS under his weight as Gant turns on the
BEDSI DE LI GHT and reaches for HARRY' S DI ARY.

He pages past dense handwitten notes, stopping to inspect
a pressed PLANT, npepho, he sniffs it before turning the
page to a few | andscape sketches, sonme touched up with

wat er col our paint.

He | ooks at a few sketches of anatom cal details: a baboon
skull, a human hand, the fine bone structure of bird's
Wi ng.

And then he cone to a page with a drawi ng of a KNOPKI ERRI E
Sonet hing about it triggers his nenory as he reaches for
his PHONE and flips to the PHOTOS fromthe indunba.

He hol ds up the photo of KNOPKI ERRI E besi de the sketch in
his father's diary. They appear to be identical. Intrigued,
he noves the LIGHT closer and starts to read.

| NT. DOCTORS' HOUSE - KI TCHEN -- MORNI NG

Grant is dressed for work as he fries a few EGGS. Lebo
enters wearing casuals and clearly not headed for work.

GRANT
You hungry?
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LEBO
Was planning to sleep till lunch,
but m ght as well.

Grant scoops a couple of eggs onto a plate. Lebo grabs a
few slices of BREAD and takes a seat in the kitchen.

Harry's diary is open on the table and Lebo notices the
SKETCH of t he KNOPKERRI E.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
You taking art classes now?

Grant closes the diary and noves it away.

GRANT
My dad's.
LEBO
VWhat was he witing about?
GRANT
H's diary... about his travels.
(a beat)
Lebo, I'Il take your night shift
if...
LEBO
No.
GRANT
Come on.
LEBO
| "' m sl eepi ng today.
GRANT
"1l put in a wrd for you with Dr
Sanba.

Lebo' s about to say sonething as Yasm na enters already
dressed for work.

YASM NA
(to Grant)
You ready?

Grant glances at Lebo. Lebo | ooks over at Yasm na.

LEBO
I"'mfilling for him

YASM NA
You want a lift?

LEBO
G eat, yah.

Lebo smles at G ant.
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EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- DAY

The two room ci nder block structure with its corrugated
iron roof. The neatly swept yard out front.

A few chi ckens roam around picking for food.
I NT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- CONTI NUOUS

An | NYANGA (40s), a Zulu herbalist doctor, exam nes MaShezi
who sits on a GRASS MAT on the floor. The inyanga wears a
headband nade fromthe skin of an antel ope.

Grant and Si busiso watch as the inyanga worKks.

| NYANGA
Urama wakho uzot hokoza ngal e nbuzi
fut hi unoya wakhe uzophurmul a ngoxo
|l o. [Your nother will be happy
with that goat and her spirit wll
rest peacefully.]

MASHEZI
(points to his heart)
Kodwa ubuhl ungu busekhona. [ But
the pain is still here.]

| NYANGA
Usawuphuza unut hi engi kuni ke wona?
[ You are still taking the nedicine
| gave you?]

MaShezi nods.

MASHEZI
Ezi nsukwi ni ezinbili ezidlule ngiye
endl i ni encane ngaci she ngaqul eka.
Kusukel a | apho sengi gul a kabi .
Ngi | okhu ngi senbhedeni, angi kwazi ngi sho
nokwenzani endlini. [Two days ago |
went to the toilet and | nearly passed
out. Since then | have been very sick.
| have been in bed and | can't even
get around the house.]

The I nyanga opens a SU TCASE cont ai ni ng neatly arranged
bottl es of HERBS, PLANTS and ot her DRI ED POADERS. He pours
specific quantities onto a square of paper. Folds it up,
twsting the ends in a well practiced fashion.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- LATER
The I nyanga hands Si busi so a SMALL BOTTLE of [|iquid.

| NYANGA
Umi keze | okhu aphunge i zi khat hi
ezi nbal wa ngosuku.
Ngaphanbi kokuba dal e.
Kuzonsi za ngokukhwehl el a.
( MORE)
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| NYANGA ( CONT' D)

(beat)
Ubozama ukunphi ndi sel a ent hol anpi | o.
Udi nga amaphilisi. [Gve her this
uKuphunga a few ti nes each day.
Before she eats. It wll help with
t he coughi ng.

(beat)
You nust try and take her back to
the clinic. She needs the tablets.]

(to Grant)
"' m happy to neet you doctor

Grant shakes his hand and the | nyanga | eaves.

GRANT
(to Sibusiso)
Way don't you treat her?

SI BUSI SO
| nyanga ayi zel aphi. A doctor never
doctors hinself or his famly.

GRANT
Good advi ce.

Grant notices the concern on Sibusiso's face.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
From what you explained to ne it
sounds |ike her synptons coul d be
froma bleeding ulcer. You should
bring her to the hospital so we
can run sone proper tests and send
her to Shoza for a gastric
speci alist to |ook.

S| BUSI SO
You cane here to | earn, not
interfere. R ght?

GRANT
Yes, but... | have a responsibility
to do sonething. | nean, as a
doctor | have to help this patient.
SI BUSI SO
The inyanga's nedicine wll help
her .
GRANT

(uncertain)
You say it's nade from sea shell s?

Si busi so nods.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
So that's alkaline. It mght help
reduce her stomach acid, but...
(beat)
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Grant's about to insist further, but Sibusiso holds up his
hand to silence him

SI BUSI SO
| f she gets worse, | wll do as
you say.
(beat)
Now, there's another patient we
nmust see.

Si busi so heads off but Grant hesitates. He gl ances back
at the house, unsure whether to foll ow.

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
You com ng?

G ant decides to follow him
| NT. MKHI ZE HOUSE - - DAY

G FT MKHI ZE (40) lies on a mat on the floor as Sibusiso
presses into the side of her torso. He checks her eyes
and | ooks into her nouth.

Satisfied he sits back as G ant watches.

G FT MKHI ZE (40) lies on a mat on the floor as Sibusiso
presses into the side of her torso. He checks her eyes
and | ooks into her nouth.

Satisfied he sits back as G ant watches.

SI BUSI SO
Usaphunga yini? [Have you been
t aki ng t he uKuphunga?]

G ft nods.

G FT
Ngi mt shelil e unyeni wam ukut hi
utheni.[l told nmy husband what you
said. ]

SI BUSI SO
Useyakuni ka i mali yokut henga ukudl a?
[ So he is giving you the noney to
buy the food now?]

A FT
Si zama kanje. Sesilim nem fino
nj engoba washo. [We are trying
it. And growi ng our own veget abl es,
i ke you said.]

Si busi so opens his SU TCASE and takes out an already nade
PAPER PACKAGE.

SI BUSI SO
Uboghubeka ngokuphuza | okhu
kat hat hu ngel anga. [ You nust conti nue
to take this three tines a day.]
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She cl aps her hands in thanks.

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
Ugaphel e ukut hi usebenzi sa
ushukel a ongakanani. [And renenber
to watch how nmuch sugar you take. ]

He hands her the nedicine. She claps her hands in thanks.
70 EXT. SETTLEMENT ROAD -- DAY
The Mhize house is behind themas they wal k down the road.

S| BUSI SO
| have been treating Ms. Mhize
for years. She was suffering with
di zzi ness and sonetines she woul d
fall down. She believed her husband
put a curse on her.

GRANT
(j oki ng)
Sonet hing they don't cover in
medi cal school

SI BUSI SO
And if | told you she was eating
too much sugar because | could
snell it on her breath?

Now it's Grant's turn to be inpressed.

GRANT
Hi gher ketone |evels can cause a
slight acetone breath. Sugar spikes
coul d make her dizzy and that could
explain her falling. Were did
you | earn about that?

SI BUSI SO
When | was your age, | also dreaned
of being a doctor.

(beat)
But then there was only one nedical
school for black doctors. And ny
famly could not afford it.

GRANT
So how did you learn all this?

Sl BUSI SO
Come, | want to show you sonet hi ng.

71 EXT. BUSHVELD - RI VER BANKS -- DAY

Sibusiso is collecting MEDI CI NAL PLANTS as Grant wal ks
with him
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SI BUSI SO
One day | will build a place here
were we can treat people and share
what we know with everyone.

Grant takes in the surroundings.

GRANT
What' s st oppi ng you?

SI BUSI SO
First | talk to the community to
find out if they want this.

GRANT
But it's your idea and you are the
one with the know edge. Can't you
just do it?

Sl BUSI SO
Qur ways of healing belongs to al
of us. [It's not only for the

doctors who can afford to go to
university to learn

GRANT
But not anyone can do what you do,
what we do?

SI BUSI SO

My uncle fromny nother's side
taught nme and trained ne to be
inyanga. One day | will teach
what | know to Bongi we.

(beat)
But what we | earn does not bel ong
to us alone. W all nust share in
heal i ng each ot her.

G ant smles at this.

S| BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
What ?

GRANT
| was just thinking that it runs
inny famly too. My father was
al so a doctor.

They enmerge through the vegetation beside the river bank

as the brown and nuddy current swirls past. Gant fixes

on a dead LOG caught in an eddy before being dragged away
downstream G ant watches as it drifts out of sight unaware
that Sibusiso is watching him

SI BUSI SO
You okay?

Grant | ooks at him Nods. He glances at his watch.
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GRANT
|"ve got to get back

CUT TO
| NT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL - WARD -- DAY

A young African worman, THANDEKA (20's), stifles a cry of
pain as Yasm na probes her abdonen. Sister #2 conforts
her as Lebo checks the patient's FOLDER

YASM NA
Maybe i nfl amed appendi x. Keep
checki ng on her, Sister.

Lebo wites sonmething in the folder and hands it to the
Sister as he and Yasm na nove on to the next bed.

LEBO
You doing anything |ater?

YASM NA
| have ward rounds to conplete.

LEBO
| mean after that.

YASM NA
The Super left for Pretoria today,
so | have his reports to finish

LEBO
Can't that wait?

Yasm na picks up where this is going.

YASM NA
Dr Mal anga, ny honme and ny famly
are a long way fromhere. | don't

want any conplications to cone
bet ween us while we work together.

LEBO
Me neither. | just wanted to borrow
some Cuban nmusic if you have any
you can share?

Yasm na snmles at this.

EXT. DOCTORS' HOUSE - FRONT LAWN -- EVEN NG

G ant wears his work clothes and carries his WH TE COAT as
he clinbs into the TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB and fires up the

engi ne.

He heads down the driveway, stopping to close the gate
behi nd him
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74 EXT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- EVEN NG

Grant drives the Toyota into the parking area where he
sees Sibusiso pacing around the entrance. He pulls up.

Sl BUSI SO
(worri ed)
The ot her doctor is seeing her
now.

GRANT
Shit.
(beat)
What did you say about us seeing
her earlier?

Si busi so i ndi cates he hasn't said anything.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Ckay, 1'll handle this.

Grant pulls into a parking spot.
75 | NT. CASUALTY AREA -- N GHT

Lebo is attendi ng an unconsci ous MaShezi as the CASUALTY
NURSE squeezes an AMBU BAG feedi ng the patient OXYGEN

Grant cones in and nods a greeting to Lebo who gestures
towards the BP nonitor reading the blood pressure.

LEBO
BP's right down.
GRANT
| can take it from here.
LEBO
Nurse, let's get sonme ECG | eads on
her.
(to Grant)

|"ve got this.

The Casualty Nurse hands the oxygen mask to Grant as she
rushes off. Wiile Lebo shares a few words wth Sister #1,
Grant pulls down one of MaShezi's eyelids and | ooks inside.

He curses silently and checks her pul se.

GRANT
She's i n shock.

LEBO
Heart attack probably.

Sister #1 arrives with the CRASH TROLLEY and starts
connecting up the paddl es.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
(shouti ng)
And where's that ECG?!



44

GRANT
No.
LEBO
No, what ?
GRANT
Hypervol aem ¢ shock. She needs
fluid.

(to Casualty Nurse)
Alitre of Hartmanns now and t hen
two units uncross-matched O
Negati ve.

The Nurse rushes off as Grant tries to find a vein.

LEBO
(doubt ful)
What do you need bl ood for?
(to the Sister#1)
Get the paddles on her. Let's go!

The Nurse arrives with the HARTMANNS SOLUTI ON as the BP
machi ne starts to alarm Pressure dropping.

GRANT
She's crashing. Fuck! W' ve got
to get this fluid in now or she's
goi ng to box.
(struggling to get
the IV 1line in)
Come on! \Where's that vein!

LEBO
Cal m down.

Lebo grabs the PADDLES as Grant gets the needle into MaShezi
and connects up the Hartmanns to the IV |ine.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
St ep back.

Grant doesn't. He's busy squeezing the bag of Hartmanns
wi th both hands as he watches the BP nonitor.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Grant. Step back!

Grant continues what he's doing.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
It's cardiac, nman. You don't shoot
inall that fluidl You'll kill
her.

Grant is unperturbed by the warning,

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Grant! Stop!
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The Sister arrives wwth the BLOOD PACK and Grant inmedi ately
connects up the first pack. Punping away at the rapid
transfusion cuff on the giving-apparatus while he watches

t he ECG and BP nonitors.

The Nurse and Sister | ook at each other nervously.

GRANT
(to hinself)
Cone on... Cone on.

He punps the fluid in as quickly as it will go.

LEBO
Gant, listen to ne.

GRANT
W don't have time.

LEBO
(desper at e)
What the fuck, G ant?

Eventually Grant | ooks at him

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Ckay.
(cal m ng hinsel f)
What's the cause of the bl ood | oss?

The first blood pack is enpty. Gant tosses it aside and
connects up the second. Lebo watches his mani ¢ behavi our.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Grant, you're not thinking clearly.

Lebo gl ances as the BP nunbers start to rise.

GRANT
Responding to the IV fluids. Low
BP wasn't cardiac that's for sure.

Lebo puts down the PADDLES as Matron Dl am ni conmes over

MATRON DLAM NI
Your call for EMS to Shoza?

LEBO
(nods)
Soon as she's stabilized.

MATRON DLAM NI
(gl ances at her
wat ch)
Anbul ance will be about two hours.

GRANT
Shit!

They all turn to the BP nonitor. The nunbers are falling.
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GRANT ( CONT' D)
Chance of her lasting that |ong...

Grant shakes his head, predicting the worst.

LEBO
What do you nean?

GRANT
Renmenber our ATLS course? Advanced
Trauma Life Support. How do we
manage shock due to bl ood | oss?

LEBO
We whack in fluid and see what
happens.

GRANT

And if the BP goes up and stays
there, you've got a stable patient.
But if it crashes again you' ve got
a transient responder. Only way
to save themis surgica
resuscitation

LEBO
In a fully equi pped hospital with
an energency surgical teamat the
ready. Fine. But here, forget
it, man.

Grant | ooks at the crashing BP nunbers.

GRANT
Even if we can keep her alive til
t he anmbul ance gets her, the chances
of her making it back to Shoza,
bouncing on the dirt roads. Zero.

LEBO
There's gotta be sonething el se we
can do.

Grant holds Lebo's glance for a nonent as he deci des what
to do. Then he turns to the Casualty Nurse.

GRANT
Better get the lab to do an
energency cross match. Six units.

(to Matron)
And we need to open the operating
room
LEBO

No!
Matron | ooks hesitantly at Lebo.
GRANT

We have to go in and stop the
bl eedi ng. Now!
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LEBO
Calmit down. Just take a breath,
okay?

GRANT
(to Matron)
The keys to open the theatre?

MATRON DLAM NI
It's Dr. Guerra who nust say its
okay until the Superintendent gets
back.

G ant heads off to find Yasn na. Lebo foll ows.

Lebo puts

LEBO
G ant .
(Grant ignores him
STOP!

hinself in front of G ant.

LEBO ( CONT' D)
(forceful)
Thi nk about it. You can't just go
in cutting blindly hoping to find
t he bl eed when we have no idea
where it is.

GRANT
| think it's a peptic ulcer.

LEBO
You t hi nk?

Grant carries on wal king. Lebo foll ows.

CUT TO

I NT. SURG CAL WARD -- MOMENTS LATER

Fl uorescent |ights shudder awake revealing Grant, Lebo and
Yasm na headi ng down the corridor

YASM NA
The surgery has not been used for
over a year and no-one here can do
t he anaestheti cs.

G ant arrives at the door marked OPERATI NG THEATRE

He searches through a BUNCH OF KEYS and tries one. It
doesn't fit so he noves to the next.

GRANT
W all did an anaesthetics rotation
during our internship. Al we
need i s oxygen and sterile
i nstrunents.
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LEBO
(protesting)

That was a short stint with
consul tants supervising us.
(gl ances at Yasm na)

You' ve got to stop this.

Grant finds the KEY, he opens the PADLOCK and renoves the
chain. They enter.

| NT. OPERATI NG THEATRE -- CONTI NUOUS

Grant hits the switch. Bathing the roomin white |ight
and reveal ing:

AN OPERATI NG TABLE, SURG CAL EQUI PMENT, ANAESTHETI C TANKS.
Everything is covered in PLASTI C sheeti ng.

Grant pulls out the SURG CAL | NSTRUMENTS w apped in
transparent plastic packs. He reads the date.

GRANT
I nstrunents are good. Still seal ed.

Yasn na renoves the covers fromthe anaesthetic tanks.
Lebo taps the DI ALS and reads the TAG on the gas tap.

LEBO
Gas pressure calibration is out of
dat e.

GRANT

Are you sure?
Lebo shoots hima sharp gl ance.

LEBO
Expired 6 nont hs ago.

YASM NA
If we can't control the pressure,
we can't know t he dosage.

GRANT
It's a risk, but...

YASM NA
VWhat if the patient dies on the
tabl e? Too dangerous..

Matron cones in and they all turn to | ook at her. She
shakes her head.

ON GRANT as he SLAMS the surgical instruments down on the
cabi net out of frustration.

| NT. CASUALTY AREA -- MOMENTS LATER

An EMPTY BLOOD PACK | ands on the fl oor beside two ot her
enpty ones.
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The Casualty Nurse connects up another FULL BLOOD PACK to
MaShezi's 1V.

GRANT
It has to be a DU. The rate of
blood loss fits with a posterior
ulcer. 1'd say it's eroded through
into her gastro-duodenal artery.

YASM NA
We can't scope her to make sure of
t hat .

LEBO

What makes you so sure it's a DU?
Grant avoi ds nmaki ng eye-contact wth Lebo.

YASM NA
Dr. Malanga, it's your patient.

Lebo's insistent.

LEBO
Grant, why a DU?
GRANT
(avoi di ng)

She's bleeding and it's not going
to stop on its own.

(beat)
You want to risk |osing her?

Aware that his decision holds the patient's life in the
bal ance, Lebo takes his tinme. Wighing the odds.

He breaks for the CRASH TROLLEY and starts to search through
t he stash of MEDI CATI ON.

YASM NA
Dr. Mal anga, your opinion?

Lebo ignores her and continues to searches through the
VEDI CATI ON on the CRASH TROLLEY. G ant gl ances over at
the BP nonitor. The nunbers are falling.

GRANT
We need a decision. Right now

Lebo continues searching through the nedication.
YASM NA
(urgent)
Dr. Mal anga!
LEBO
W can't operate w thout anaesthetic
tanks. Right?

Lebo turns, holding up a few VIALS
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LEBO ( CONT' D)
But we do have Ketam ne for setting
energency fractures.

The ECG shows an intermttent heart beat and then the BP
moni tor ALARM sounds as it hits 60 over zero.

Grant turns to Yasm na. It's now or never. She nods
approval .

MATRON DLAM NI
You will be needing a scrub sister,
soneone with theatre experience?

Grant certainly does.
| NT. OPERATI NG THEATRE -- LATER

Everything is ready. SURG CAL | NSTRUVENTS. OPERATI NG
TABLE. LI GHTS. OXYGEN as Lebo adm ni sters the KETAM NE
t o MaShezi .

Grant and Yasm na are gowned up. The Casualty Nurse checks
the units of CROSS- MATCHED BLOOD are ready to run into the
patient.

LEBO
She' s settl ed.

Mat ron hands Grant the SCALPEL. He |ooks at the faces
wat chi ng hi m expectantly.

GRANT
| only assisted twice on this
operation...

Grant hesitates. Lebo | ooks at Yasm na. She | ooks back
at Gant, can he do this?

He takes a deep breath and steadies hinself and cuts down.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
"' m maki ng an upper md-1line
i nci sion.

Mat ron swabs and hands over the FORCEPS as G ant works.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
| nsi de t he abdonen.
(Matron passes it)
Hold the liver out of the way.

Yasni na assists as Matron continues to swab as needed.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
It's pretty swollen and infl anmed
down here, kind of stuck together.
(he feels around)
Ckay, here's the gall bl adder.

Matron swaps out Grant's instrunents.



GRANT ( CONT' D)
|"'mfollow ng the common bile duct
down... it's here. The duodenum

Lebo leans in to get a better | ook.
LEBO

All scarred. Looks |like you were
right.

Grant blinks at the perspiration stinging his eyes.
w pes his forehead. G ant steadies his breath again.

GRANT

Matron, a 4/0O nylon. M boss put
two stay sutures in the front of
t he duodenum

(he puts in a suture)
Haenostat. Okay, now clip the
ends. And the other one. (oing
to cut open the duodenum now. ..
let's get the suction ready.

BLOOD squirts out all over the place. G ant

51

Mat r on

recoils in

surprise, but then he applies his finger on the bl eed.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
(st eadyi ng hinsel f)
Ckay. W' re good.
(gl anci ng at Yasm na)
For now. ..
(beat)
Next we need to oversew t he vessel.

Yasm na noves in.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Anot her 4/ 0O nyl on

Mat ron passes the SUTURE as Grant and Yasm na get to work.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
You follow. Ckay, that's right.
Let it go tight. Not too tight!
After a short while the BP starts to ri se.

MATRON DLAM NI
75 over 30.

Yasm na and Grant continue suturing.

MATRON DLAM NI ( CONT' D)
100 over 60 and hol di ng.

Grant blinks away the perspiration.
GRANT
( MORE)

Tie off.
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GRANT ( CONT' D)
(beat)
W'll leave a drain in, but we're
done.

He | ooks at Yasm na. She nods. Relieved. Lebo neets
Grant's eye for a nonment, then | ooks down again to check
on MaShezi .

Grant and Yasm na continue to cl ose.
| NT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL - WAI TI NG AREA -- NI GHT

Lebo and Grant enter still in their surgical scrubs. Matron
is with themas Sibusiso and Bongiwe await their news.

LEBO
She's going to be okay.

Bongi we | ooks relieved as she hol ds her father.

GRANT
You can go through and see her now
she's in recovery.

Matron indicates for themto follow her, but Sibusiso pauses
in front of Lebo.

SI BUSI SO
Thank you.

LEBO
You shoul d be thanking him
(gestures to Gant)

Si busi so places a hand on Grant's shoul der.

GRANT
We got it just in tine.

Si busi so nods but doesn't say a word. He holds Gant's
| ook as a deeper connection flickers between them

Lebo picks up on this nonent just before Sibusiso breaks
for the door follow ng Bongi we and Matron out.

Grant feels Lebo's scrutiny.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
What ?

LEBO
That .

Grant pretends not to foll ow

LEBO ( CONT' D)
Bet ween you and Si busi so?
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GRANT
Come on Lebo, he was just being
grateful for what we did in there.

Grant heads for the door.

LEBO
And if she'd died on the table?

GRANT
Well she didn't and we saved her
life. GCkay? So let's just pat
oursel ves on the back for a nmoment.

Grant puts on his happy face. The one Lebo knows.

LEBO
You' ve been acting weird fromthe
moment you arrived.

GRANT
Next time I'll |eave your patients
alone, if that's what you prefer.

LEBO
So nmuch for sticking together.

GRANT
What do you actually want from nme?

LEBO
Li ke how the hell you knew what
was wong with her fromthe nmonent
you wal ked in there.

Grant takes his tinme before answering.

GRANT
Ckay. So when | first saw the
patient, | thought it was a bl eeding

ulcer, but | didn't do anything
about it then..

LEBO
VWait a mnute when did you see
her?

GRANT

| fucked up, okay.
Grant wal ks off, |eaving Lebo concerned.
CUT TO
EXT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- MORNI NG
An ORDERLY steers while the WARD SI STER carries the DRIP

still attached to MaShezi's arm whil e anot her Naso-Gastric
TUBE runs into her nose.
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G ant hel ps the AMBULANCE DRI VER open the | oadi ng doors.
Bef ore she | oaded, Grant |eans over her.

GRANT
The nurse from Shoza will ride at
the back with you. You're going
to be okay.

Mashezi forces a weak smle in response as the Orderly and
the Driver load the stretcher. G ant signs the TRANSFER
FORM and keeps a copy, handing the rest back to the NURSE
from Shoza.

G ant watches as the anbul ance heads off.
| NT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- MOVENTS LATER

Grant files the transfer FORMwi th Receptionist as Dr.
Ngwenya and Ser geant Magubane enter the area.

SGI. MAGUBANE
Dr. Adler.

Grant turns.

SGT. MAGUBANE ( CONT' D)
The toxicol ogy report?

G ant waits for her to conti nue.
SGI. MAGUBANE ( CONT' D)

Did you find any simlarities to
t he patient you handl ed here?

GRANT
No... nothing. [If | see anything,
I"11... of course... report it.
(beat)
Excuse ne, | have a patient...

He goes as Sgt. Ngwenya wat ches him

NGVWENYA
Dr Adler...

G ant keeps wal ki ng.
| NT. CORRIDOR - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- MOMENTS LATER

Ngwenya, his silver crucifix in his hand, catches up with
G ant.

NGWAENYA
You m ght not want to co-operate
with the Sergeant, but | am your
I i ne manager here and you di sobeyed
a direct order about referring our
surgi cal cases to Shoza.
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GRANT
That was the plan, but then the
real world happened. Ask Matron.

NGVAENYA
| did.

They approach the work station at the MATERNI TY WARD, where
Yasmi na i s conpleting some PAPERWORK

GRANT
So we're okay then?

NGWAENYA
|'ve asked Dr. Guerra to prepare a
report fromall the doctors involved
in yesterday's... risky procedure.

She shoots a | ook at G ant.

GRANT
I f you're | ooking for soneone to
bl ane. . .

NGNENYA
It's not about blane. |It's about
procedures. |It's about rules.

GRANT
And when the rules get in the way
of doing what's right?

Ngwenya bristles at this, but he lets it slide.

NGVENYA
Believe ne | wish it wasn't
necessary, but the report is to
protect everyone involved and nmake
sure all the reasons are clear.

But Grant can't resist.

GRANT
I ncl uding the reasons for the
cl osure of the surgical ward?

NGAENYA
(angry)
| woul d be nore concerned about
your reputation after what Dr
Mal anga tol d ne.

G ant's unsure how nmuch he knows.

GRANT
About ?

NGWENYA
About your behaviour in the
emer gency room

( MORE)



84

56

NGVAENYA ( CONT' D)
About your disregard for procedure
and your erratic behaviour. Should
| go on?

GRANT
We saved that patient's life.
What nore do you want from ne?

G ant wal ks of f.

NGAENYA
Dr. Adler! Cone back here.

G ant keeps wal king. Dr. Ngwenya catches up.

NGWENYA ( CONT' D)
Look you're a talented doctor, but
you' re al so young and i nexperienced.
And you always think you're right...

GRANT
"1l take this up with Lebo.

NGAENYA
I"mtelling you not to interfere
wth this report in any way or
"Il have you suspended.

(beat)
In fact, you should stay away from
the hospital until it is done.

Grant is furious but he manages to hold his tongue.
EXT. DOCTOR S HOUSE - FRONT LAWN -- MORNI NG

The sun is just over the horizon as Yasm na cones out of
the house with two steam ng MJGS. She hands one to G ant.

They sip their coffee in silence.
YASM NA

You goi ng?
(seei ng his RUCKSACK)

GRANT
Away from here.

Grant sips his coffee.

YASM NA
"1l support you and so will Matron.
You will cone out of this okay.

G ant forces a snle.

GRANT
And Lebo?

YASM NA
You should talk to him
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The hospital DELIVERY VAN drives up to the gates. Sibusiso
behi nd the wheel.

GRANT
| think it may nean nore com ng
fromyou.

Yasm na considers this as G ant shoul ders his RUCKSACK
He nods his thanks to Yasm na and heads for the van.

| NT. DELI VERY VAN -- MORNI NG

Grant is in the passenger seat as Sibusiso drives. An
unconfortabl e silence passes between them

GRANT
Thanks for the lift.
SI BUSI SO
No problem was going there anyway.
GRANT
To the bus stop?
SI BUSI SO
To get a goat for ny nother.
GRANT
It wll be awhile till she's eating

sol i ds agai n.

Si busi so | aughs to hinself.

SI BUSI SO
Not to eat. It's a gift to nmake
sure she gets well at the hospita

i n Shoza.
Grant glances at him not follow ng.

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
The goat w |l keep our ancestors
happy. Just to make sure.

GRANT
| suppose extra health insurance
never hurt.
Si busiso smles at this as the nood |ightens a touch.
EXT. RI CKETY BRI DGE/ RI VER CRGCSSI NG -- MOVENTS LATER

The DELI VERY VAN approaches the Bridge. The sanme pl ace
where Grant and Lebo stopped on their first day.

| NT. DELI VERY VAN -- CONTI NUOUS

Si busi so notices Gant tense up as they cross the bridge.
Sensing Sibusiso's gaze, Grant picks up the conversation.
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GRANT
You know that the police are
i nvestigating cases agai nst fake
healers in the area.

SI BUSI SO
Li ke bad doctors out there, there
are sonme bad heal ers who are just
out to make noney.

GRANT
It's two conpletely different
wor | ds.

SI BUSI SO

That's one way of seeing it.

GRANT
You have anot her?

Grant waits for Sibusiso s answer but it doesn't cone.
GRANT ( CONT' D)
Just be careful. That Sergeant is
| ooki ng for soneone to bl ane.
Si busi so nods, accepting his friendly warning.
EXT. RURAL ROAD - FORK -- MORN NG

A few WOMEN, CHI LDREN and two OLD GRANNI ES wait around at
the BUS STOP. A few MN-BUS TAXIS |ine up nearby.

The DELI VERY VAN pul l's up beside a MAKESHI FT encl osure
where a few GOATS and sone CHI CKENS are penned in

Si busi so gets out as Grant shoul ders his RUCKSACK

SI BUSI SO
You see one you |ike?

G ant | ooks at the |ivestock.

GRANT
Al |ook the sane to me.

The TRADER cones over

GRANT ( CONT' D)
(to Sibusiso)
l"mgoing to wait for the bus.

Si busi so gestures to the M NI -BUS TAXI S.

SI BUSI SO
They will get you there faster.
That first taxi goes directly to
Johannesbur g.

CUT TO
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I NT. M N -BUS TAXI -- DAY

Grant is the only white person. A few CH LDREN sit with
their PARENTS, while the G annies chat away.

Grant rolls up his JACKET into a pillow and props up his
head to try and get sone sl eep.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. JO BURG ELEVATED H GHWAY -- EVEN NG
Traffic at a standstill as the last |light of day fades
qui ckly over the city skyline.
EXT. DOMNTOM JO BURG - TAXI RANKS -- EVEN NG

Commuters wait in long lines as taxis stop to | oad them
Car HOOTERS puncture the air continuously.

A frenetic pace conpared to the rural setting G ant has
| eft behi nd.

A MN-BUS TAXI pulls over and G ant disenbarks along with
t he ot her PASSENGERS.

He shoul ders his RUCKSACK and mekes his way through the
cromds. He is one of the few white faces.

CUT TO
EXT. JOHANNESBURG CI TY - ARTS PRECI NCT -- EVEN NG

Cobbl ed streets and col ourful WALL MJURALS mark this as the
arts precinct in downtown Jozi

Grant wal ks through the precinct, his runpled dusty cl othing
and rucksack draped over his shoul der.

EXT. CAGED GALLERY -- EVEN NG

A converted early industrial-era building, maybe once a
factory or steam | aundry, now re-purposed.

In the window, A LARGE DIA TAL PRI NT depicts a
t heri ant hrope, a hal f-human, hal f-ani mal nythol ogical figure
striding across an industrial |andscape.

The nane of the photographer, ABBY HART, is lettered on
t he gl ass.

Grant sees this and peers through the display w ndow.

| nsi de he sees the GALLERY crowd m | ling about, sipping
w ne and chatti ng.

Then he sees Abby:
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| NT. CAGED GALLERY -- CONTI NUOUS

Abby dressed in her distinctive style is chatting with a
few GALLERI STS.

Wth them is MKE (md-30s), exuding the suntanned
i nsouci ance of one who has cone to noney too early in life.

EXT. CAGED GALLERY -- CONTI NUOUS

Grant watches for awhile as Abby enthusiastically engages
in conversation - at honme in her world.

She | ooks up and sees him Gant reacts by wal ki ng away.

ABBY (Q. S.)
G ant ?

He turns to face her at the gallery entrance.

ABBY ( CONT' D)
(surprised)
Hey. What're you doi ng here?

GRANT
| just got in...

ABBY
It's the opening of ny show. Aaron's
com ng t oo.

GRANT

| can't... | gotta get hone.
ABBY

Don't be crazy.

(beat)

Does Aaron even know you're back?
GRANT

Tell him 1'Il see him soon.

Sensing sonething is wong.

ABBY
Grant, what's happened?

GRANT
sort of got suspended.

ABBY
(concer ned)
Sort of... How?

G ant takes a nonent to decide if he should tell her.

GRANT
| shoul d've done sonething to help
this patient but |I didn't. Then
she was adm tted and nearly died.
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ABBY
That's terrible.

GRANT
We saved her, but | fucked up.

ABBY
VWhat did Lebo say?

GRANT
He's the one who laid the conpl ai nt
against nme with the hospital
superi nt endent .

Abby realizes the significance of this and noves towards
hi m

ABBY
l"'msorry, Gant. You want to
cone in for a drink?

Grant thinks it over and then nods. As they head for the
door, M ke conmes out, holding two glasses of WNE

M KE
H , Abs...
(seeing G ant)
Just canme to bring you a fresh

gl ass.
ABBY
M ke. This is Gant.
M KE
Hey. Good to neet you
They shake.
ABBY
Grant's working with ny dad.
GRANT
Not vyet.
ABBY

M ke's sailing a new boat from
Cape Town to Mauritius next week.

G ant | ooks over at M ke.

M KE
There's sonet hi ng about the ocean,
man. Just being al one out there
when it's like flat as gl ass.
Not hi ng nmovi ng. Makes ne feel
like | could be carved out of stone.

GRANT
St one?

But Grant shifts, hesitantly.
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GRANT ( CONT' D)
(facetiously)
You two have an amazing tine.

He shoul ders his rucksack and saunters off |eaving Abby
and M ke to the gallery crowd.

I NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

The LIGHTS flicker on. The place is nmuch as he left it
wth a few cl ot hes and books scattered around.

Grant dunps his rucksack at the entrance.

He wal ks through to the | ounge and notices the GLASS TANK
that once held his pet spider. Now enpty.

He sl unps on the couch, depleted.
CUT TO
| NT. AARON' S CLINIC - AMBULATORY AREA -- DAY

The hi gh-tech MEDI CAL EQUI PMENT is inpressive conpared to
what Grant has been working with at | ngwe Hospital.

Aaron discards his SURA CAL GLOVES and washes up.

GRANT
We had to go in.

AARON
(concer ned)
And the patient?

Grant hesitates before continuing.

GRANT
| found the bleed and closed it.
We noved her to Shoza the next
day.

Aaron takes his tinme thinking over what G ant has said.

AARON
You kept your cool. Didn't make
enoti onal deci sions under pressure,
sign of a fine surgeon, G ant.

Grant considers Aaron's response.

GRANT
So then why this report?

AARON
Peopl e are just protecting
t henmsel ves. You did what you had
to. You know that. ..
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GRANT
How do you think Harry woul d' ve
seen it?

Aaron hesitates, concerned.
AARON

What did | say about you going
back there?

GRANT
| know... 1've just...

AARON
Look, Grant, your father had a
brilliant mnd. He was a gifted

doctor and so are you. But he
chose to go chasing after sone
crazy ideas.

(beat)
VWhat Harry did in his own tine was
hi s busi ness, but when he tried to
bring that stuff into this practice,
there was no way | was going to
| et that happen.

Grant nods his under st andi ng.

AARON ( CONT' D)
| nmean, it didn't make sense. A
scientist consulting African witch
doctors, shamans and goi ng on about
his visions...

(beat)
It woul d've destroyed everything
we'd built.
GRANT
| don't blane you, Aaron. |It's

just that |'ve been thinking about
hima lot recently and...

AARON
| tell you what. |'mgoing to say
prayers tonight for Beverly.

GRANT
Sorry, | didn't realize..

AARON

| know, five years already.

(beat)
Abby's getting better with it but
| osing her nother was... well you
know. .

(beat)
Grant, you shoul d honour your
father. Pray for him Cone with
me tonight.
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GRANT
No. |...

AARON
Per haps di ggi ng up the past is not
the best thing for you.
| NT. SYNAGOGUE -- NI GHT

The JEW SH CONGREGATI ON of 15 to 20 nen and wonen stand as
t he RABBI | eads t he nourners.

Anmongst them Aaron and Abby recite the prayer for the
dead as the congregation responds.

The solemm WORDS drift across the assenbl ed nour ners.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT -- N GHT

The WORDS of the prayer continue as G ant lights a CANDLE
besi de a PHOTO of Harry.

He stands in thought as the prayer fades into the distance.
Dl SSOLVE TGO

| NT. | NDUVBA -- NI GHT

A MATCH flares as Sibusiso lights a CANDLE

The soft glowillumnates the hut. GRASS MATS and an | MPALA

SKI N cover the floor as Bongi we waves a branch of MPEPHO

the snmoke fromthe incense cleansing the air.

Si busi so CLAPS his hands together and they both fall into
silent communion with the spiritual world.

The GOAT waits nearby, tethered.
DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. CATHCLI C CHURCH -- NI GHT

The PRI EST swings the CENSER | eaving trails of snoking
| NCENSE over the bl essing of the EUCHRI ST.

TEN Menbers of the CATHOLI C CONGREGATI ON kneel in prayer.
Anmongst themis Ngwenya clutching his silver crucifix as
the priest oversees the Holy Comruni on.

CUT TO
EXT. RURAL TAR ROAD -- DAY
Snaki ng between outcrops of rock on both sides. Al oes and
t hor nbush breakup the | andscape bathed in the soft |ight
of the norning sun

Still ness.
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And then a MOTORBI KE engi ne breaks the tranquillity.
Fol l owed by Grant's YAMAHA 800cc slicing into view

Grant drops through the gears and |l eans the BIKE into a
| ong turn.

Com ng out of the turn. He opens the throttle. The needle
clinbs fast as he hunches down | ow and accel erates, eating
up the distance.

EXT. RURAL ROAD - FORK -- LATER

Gant slows to a stop. The SPAZA shop is doing slow trade
until a MN-BUS TAXI pulls up and a few PASSENGERS cr oss
to the shop.

Grant takes in the old rusted SIGN. The RI GHT arrow points
in the direction of town - via the bridge. The LEFT, points
to the | ong way around.

Making up his mnd he fires the ignition. Pulls his hel net
on and kicks the bike into gear, heading towards the bridge.

EXT. | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- DAY

Si busiso is running sone repairs as Gant pulls in. He
cones over to greet Grant and check out his bike.

GRANT
How i s your nother?

S| BUSI SO
She is back hone.

(beat)
| think the goat hel ped.

G ant smles at this.

S| BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
She would |i ke to see you agai n.

Grant nods.
SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
And there's another patient | want
you to examne with ne.
Grant | ooks away. Unsure.

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
If we work together...

GRANT
| can't get involved with that
again, Sibusiso. It nearly cost
me ny j ob.

SI BUSI SO

The only way to stop people chasing
after these mracle cures is to
( MORE)
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SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
give them better care. Together
we can help them

Grant considers this.
GRANT
That's what the hospital is here
for. The rest, you should | eave
to the police to deal with
Grant breaks for the hospital as Sibusiso watches him go.
| NT. DOCTOR S LOUNGE - | NGWE HOSPI TAL -- DAY

Lebo and Yasm na are taking a break over their COFFEE MJGS
as Grant enters.

Yasmi na sees himfirst and turns to Lebo, nodding in the
direction of the door. Lebo | ooks over at G ant.

GRANT
Hey.
LEBO
(di sm ssive)
Hey.
GRANT
Lebo. ..

Lebo | eaves as Grant | ooks over at Yasni na.

YASM NA
He' s okay.

Dr. Ngwenya appears at the door

NGVWENYA
Dr. Adler.

Grant turns as Ngwenya flips through the REPORT
NGWAENYA ( CONT' D)
Everyone has accounted for the
events in question.

GRANT
You didn't need to hear from ne?

Ngwenya gl ances over at G ant.

NGNENYA
You are cleared to go back to work,
Dr Adler.

GRANT

(cautiously)
That's it?
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NGAENYA
You were expecting sone other
out cone?

GRANT

After Lebo's conplaint...

NGVAENYA
Dr. Mal anga w thdrew on the
under standing that you will work
under supervision for a nonth.

Grant bristles. Yasmna waits for Gant's reply - wll he
accept this?

Ngwenya runs his crucifix through his fingers as G ant
takes his tinme, then:

GRANT
That's fine by ne.

Yasm na breathes a sigh of relief.

NGAENYA
You and Dr. Adler are on intake
t oget her.
Ngwenya exits.
YASM NA

Maybe you shoul d put on sonething
better for work.

Grant | ooks down at his dusty bi ke LEATHERS.
CUT TO
106 |INT. DOCTORS' HOUSE - KITCHEN -- N GHT

Lebo eats as Grant arrives back fromthe hospital in his
VWH TE COAT.

Lebo finishes off his food as Grant gets sonething from
the refrigerator. The tension between themis pal pable.

GRANT
The Super told ne...

Lebo takes his plate over the sink to wash it.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
| just want to say thank you.

LEBO
Ckay said and received.

He saunters out |eaving G ant al one.
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| NT. GRANT' S ROOM - DOCTORS' HOUSE -- N GHT

Grant lies on the CREAKI NG bed which sags even further
under his weight.

Then he grabs his PHONE and dials Abby's nunber.
It just RINGS and RINGS until finally he ends the call.

A nmonment | ater his phone LIGHTS up. Abby's nanme appears
on the screen.

GRANT
Hey.
ABBY
Hi .
GRANT
You al one?
(beat)
Look, 1've been thinking about...
| just wanted to say... Il'msorry

for acting like a total idiot when
| saw you with M ke.

ABBY
Ri ght... and?

GRANT
That's why | call ed.

Abby takes her tine before replying.

ABBY
kay. Thanks.
GRANT
Sure.
(beat)
Ckay, then...

He waits, but she doesn't respond.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Bye, hey.

ABBY
You know, Grant. You shouldn't be
so hard on yourself. Wat you're
doi ng out there is neaningful.
Just be proud of that. You're
maki ng a difference in people's
lives. Not many of us can say
t hat .

This lifts Gant's spirits.

GRANT
This is probably a bad idea, okay?
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Abby waits for himt

Why don't

69
0 conti nue.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
you cone out here and

see it for yourself.

ABBY

You're right it's a terrible idea.

(beat)

At | east now.

M ke?

GRANT

ABBY

(changi ng the subject)

How re thi

Not great.

Maybe you
the sanme t
(beat)

ngs with Lebo.
GRANT
ABBY

just need to tell him
hing you told ne.

That you're sorry.

G ant thinks this over.

| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA B -- DAY

Grant exam nes an OLD MAN (80s) who has a persistent cough,
whil e Sister #1 hel ps.

Lebo picks up the patient's FILE and flips through it.

Let's get
and wat ch
Pneunoni a.

GRANT
an antibiotic IV running
hi m overni ght. Could be

Lebo confirns this and hands the FILE to the Sister before
headi ng for the door. Gant throws aside his sterile gloves

and foll ows.

GRANT ( CONT' D)

Look, Lebo...

Lebo st ops.

| didn't t
because. ..
(beat)
Because |
when | fir
(beat)

GRANT ( CONT' D)
ell you everything

was wWith this inyanga
st saw Si busi so' s not her

And | didn't think it was ny pl ace
to interfere.

Lebo takes this in.
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GRANT ( CONT' D)
|"msorry, | was wong to not trust
you and just tell vyou.

LEBO
(serious)
You know for quite a smart doctor,
you can be an incredibly stupid
person soneti nes.

Grant shuffles unconfortably as Lebo nmaintains a stern
expr essi on.

Then slowy Lebo's lips curl into a smle.

GRANT
We good?

LEBO
Besi de you being an idiot?

Grant holds up his hand and Lebo grabs it and pulls him
cl ose.

| NT. CONSULTI NG AREA A -- DAY

Grant attends to a patient with a BROKEN ARM The pati ent
flinches in pain as Gant sets the fracture. Yasm na hel ps.

DI SSCLVE TQO

Grant admnisters an INJECTION to a SI CK PATI ENT as Yasm na
wat ches and then signs sonme FORMS.

Dl SSOLVE TGO
| NT. CORRI DOR - | NGAE HOSPI TAL -- DAY
Dr. Ngwenya falls in wth Gant as he wal ks.
NGAENYA

| hear good reports from your
col | eagues, Dr. Adler.

GRANT

Just follow ng the rule book, sir.
NGAENYA

Good, we'll have to see about

lifting the supervision requirenent.
Grant's CELL PHONE rings. He checks the nunber and pauses.

GRANT
|'"ve got to take this.

Ngwenya nods and heads off.
ABBY

(on the phone)
Hey, can you tal k?
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GRANT
Sure. Wat's happeni ng?

CUT TO
EXT. DOCTORS' HOUSE - FRONT LAWN -- NI GHT

SMKE from the BRAAI (barbecue) filters the afternoon |ight
as Gant turns a few STEAKS on the grill. A SALSA tune
conpl etes the nood franmed now by the VI EWFI NDER of a canera.

CLICK CLICK.

Abby | owers her canera for a nonent before turning to shoot
a few nore franes of Yasm na taking Lebo through sone basic
Sal sa st eps.

CLICK CLICK.

Lebo manages to get the rhythmand they start to nove
together. Then his feet get a m xed up he alnost falls as
Yasm na steadies him

Grant joins Abby as they both offer encouragenent to Lebo
to try again. As Lebo continues his dance | esson, Abby
turns to Grant.

ABBY
You sorted it out with hinf

GRANT
Yah, | tried your approach.
(he gl ances at her)
It worked.

Abby rai ses her BEER in acknow edgenent.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
So what happened to...?

ABBY
Li ke a good sailor, he went sailing.

GRANT
VWhen's he back?

ABBY
So many questions?

GRANT
Just curious how you' d feel if he
turned to stone out there all on
hi s own.

Abby considers this as she watches Lebo trying out a few
of his own dance noves with Yasm na. Abby glances back at
Grant and gestures to the dance fl oor.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
No way.
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She takes hi s hand.

ABBY
Cone on.

Grant gives in and they join Yasm na and Lebo on the | awn.
Following Yasmna's lead, they all try to get their sal sa
on. ..

Grant seens relaxed, for the first time in a long while as
he and Abby fall into a rhythmtogether.

112 EXT. BUSHVELD - OPEN PLAINS -- DAY

Two figures, tiny in the | andscape, gliding through the
heat haze.

They stop and Abby drinks deeply froma WATER BOTTLE. She
hands it to Gant. He drinks.

GRANT
It's just a little further.

Abby rai ses her CAMERA as Grant wal ks on. CLICK  She
conti nues shooting the | andscape. H's FOOTPRINTS in the
dry soil. CLICK CLICK

113 EXT. BUSHVELD - DI RT ROAD -- DAY

Abby and Grant enmerge fromthe thorn bush onto the dirt
road. CLICK  CLICK

Grant checks their location on the MAP before they continue
along the dirt road.

114 EXT. RIVER CROSSI NG -- DAY
The foliage lining the road thins out as they approach the
river where the dirt track ends abruptly in the eroded
scree of the river bank.

Near by the huge Fever Tree provi des wel cone shade near the
pool of water. The sane place G ant visited previously...

The sane eerie stillness hangs over the setting as G ant
shrugs of f his RUCKSACK

Abby shoots a few frames of the spreading |linbs of the
tree against the sky. Gant beneath it. The still ness of
the water pool. Like glass reflecting the sky.

CLI CK CLI CK

She becones aware of G ant watching her and | owers her
canera. Taking in the beauty of the place.

115 EXT. UNDER THE FEVER TREE -- DAY

Abby sits opposite G ant. They're both eating.
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ABBY
Does it |l ook anything like it was?

Grant takes in the setting. Menories cone tunbling back.

GRANT
It was raging. The rain was
whi ppi ng at us and the water was
white and... spraying everywhere..
(beat)
| tried to get the rope and throw
it to him but...

ABBY
(cal m ng)
Hey. Hey. It's okay.
(reaching for his
hand)
You di d what you coul d.

GRANT
The water... it just kept com ng.
In waves... pulling at him and..
ABBY

You were 12, Grant. A boy.

Grant pulls away and starts packing things into his
rucksack.

ABBY ( CONT' D)
G ant. Look at ne.

He stops.
ABBY ( CONT' D)

You can't blane yourself for what

happened. Not hing you coul d have

done, could have saved him
She noves closer to him Their noses al nost touching.
Softly, delicately she kiss him He hesitates.

CUT TO

I NT. GRANT'S ROOM - DOCTORS' HOUSE -- AFTERNOON
Grant and Abby face each other as he slowy reaches out
and touches her face. Stroking her hair. She closes her
eyes as he starts to undress her.

He renoves his shirt and they kiss. Their need for each
ot her becom ng nore urgent.

She pulls himclose and they both fall back on the bed.
Which finally gives way and CRASHES to the fl oor.

Abby | ooks at Grant in surprise. He starts to |augh and
she follows until neither can control thensel ves.



74
117 I NT. GRANT'S ROOM - DOCTOR S HOUSE -- EVEN NG

Abby is reading HARRY' S DI ARY as Grant enters fromthe
bathroomw th a TOANEL wrapped around him his hair stil
wet .

ABBY
| " ve been thinking about the tines
you, your nom and dad woul d cone
round to our house. Happy tines.

GRANT
You renmenber Harry?

Grant sits beside her.

ABBY
Yah, only vaguely.
(beat)
These little sketches he did, they
just capture the nonment perfectly.

She turns the page for himto see. Anongst the SKETCHES
she shows himis the one of the KNOPKIERRI E. The cerenonial
stick enmbellished with distinctive patterns of col oured
beads and netal studs.

GRANT
The weirdest thing... hang on.

He picks up his phone and flips through the PHOTGS on the
screen until he reaches the ones he shot in the indunba.

Photos of a bird's wing spread open. Dried snake skins. A
nmortar and pestle beside a pile of ground roots.

He stops on the photo of the KNOPKI ERRI E and holds it beside
the sketch in Harry's diary.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Sane?

She nods.

ABBY
Where'd you take it?

GRANT
Somewher e near here.
(beat)
Weird, no?

ABBY
Yah.

Grant pushes the idea aside.

GRANT
Probably just crazy coincidence.
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ABBY
You should find out.

GRANT
It's conplicated.

He | eans towards her and ki sses her.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
In a few nonths this will be over.
And. ..

ABBY
And you'll be working for ny dad.

GRANT
And sleeping with the boss's
daught er.

Abby smles at this.
ABBY

s that bridge when, and..
still happening.

W'l |
if thi

118 EXT. DOCTORS' HOUSE - FRONT LAWN -- MORNI NG

Cros
SIS

Abby conmes out of the house carrying her BAG and chatting
to Lebo.

LEBO
Can't renenber the last tine he
| ooked so happy.

ABBY
Keep an eye on himfor nme. Ckay?

They reach the Toyota Doubl e Cab where G ant takes her bag
and loads it in the back.

GRANT
Al set?
(Abby nods)
"1l drive with you to the bridge
and Lebs will bring me back, okay?

But Lebo is distracted by a RANGE ROVER headi ng down the
driveway as it pulls in through the open gates.

The ROVER stops beside the Toyot a.

The engine dies and the driver's door opens. Recognition
spreads on Lebo's face as MR MALANGA (58), sporting a
grooned beard and greying at the tenples, steps out.

MRS. MALANGA, a few years younger than her husband, energes
fromthe passenger side.

Lebo goes to enbrace his nother.
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LEBO

Grant, Abby, ny parents.
ABBY

Pl eased to neet you
GRANT

Lebo didn't say anything.

MR, MALANGA
We wanted to surprise Lucky.

Grant catches Lebo's eye.

GRANT
Lucky?

Lebo neets Gant's smle with a warning not to go there.
He holds out his CAR KEYS, but Grant can't resist.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
(taki ng the keys)
Have fun Lucky. See you later M.
and Ms. Ml anga.

Grant heads over to the Toyota as Abby clinbs into her
car.

MR, MALANGA
Seens |ike a nice boy.

Lebo shrugs this off as he | eads theminto the house.
| NT. TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB -- DAY
Grant is follow ng Abby's car on the dirt road.

In the distance he notices the green Water Tanks and the
trees that surround Sibusiso's honestead.

EXT. RI CKETY BRI DGE/ RI VER CROSSI NG -- DAY

The Toyota Double Cab is pulled over beside Abby's car at
the entrance to the bridge.

ABBY
l"mgoing to mss you... just a
bit.
Grant leans in to kiss her goodbye.

GRANT
Call nme when you're back

Abby slides the car into gear and starts to drive off.
Then she stops and reverses back to Grant.

She holds out Harry's Diary.

ABBY
Nearly forgot.
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Grant takes the diary and watches as Abby drives away.
Her car crosses the bridge and heads out of sight.

| NT. TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB -- DAY

Grant is heading back along the dirt road. HARRY's D ARY
on the seat next to him

He passes the turn-off to Sibusiso' s house and agai n sees
the green Water Tanks anongst the trees.

A few hundred netres further on, he slows down and then
stops. He opens the diary and flips through to the draw ng
of the KNOPKERRI E. Then he | ooks over at the Water Tanks,
unsure what to do.

Making up his mnd, he grinds the gears into reverse and
turns the truck in a swrl of dust, heading back towards

Si busi so' s house.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- CONTI NUQUS

Grant pulls up in the TOYOTA DOUBLE CAB. Kills the engine.
| NT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- CONTI NUOUS

Si busi so sees Grant approachi ng and opens the door. G ant
pauses as Sibusiso waits for himto say sonet hing.

GRANT
| was passing... and I...
t hought . . .
Sl BUSI SO
She was aski ng about you again the
ot her day.

Si busi so gestures himinto the house.
| NT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- MOMENTS LATER

Si busi so brings over a TEA TRAY and sets it down on a table
in front of Gant. MaShezi is sitting wth them

G ant takes a CUP and stirs in SUGAR as Si busiso and his
mot her watch himin sil ence.

Finally, Gant opens HARRY' S DI ARY to the sketch of the
KNOPKERRI E and passes it to MaShezi.

She | ooks at it carefully before handing it to Sibusiso.

Si busi so pages through the diary and finds the ol d NEWSPAPER
clipping. He opens it and reads.

| NSERT: NEWSPAPER cl i ppi ng

Headl i nes: "Doctor drowns in flash fl ood"
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GRANT
My father. He drowned while we
were on a canpi ng holiday near
her e.

MaShezi leans in to Sibusiso and whispers sonething to him
whi ch grant cannot hear.

Si busi so considers this then turns to G ant.

SI BUSI SO
It was not just a holiday.
(beat)
Your father was | eaving Johannesburg
behind and comng to live here.
He was bringing you with him..

Grant's unsettled by this.

GRANT
That's not... it was a holiday.
(beat)
How do you know?
SI BUSI SO

He wanted | earn nore about our
medi ci ne. He visited MaShezi before
this as well.

Grant stands and takes back the diary and the newspaper
cl i ppi ngs.

GRANT
It was just a canping holiday.

Grant heads for the door.
125 EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOUSE -- MOVENTS LATER
Grant crosses for the TOYOTA as Sibusiso follows him

S| BUSI SO
" msorry, but your father had
made a decision to | eave his old
l'i fe behind.

Grant stops, clearly enotional

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
Have you t hought about it?
(beat)
Working with ne?
(beat)
The place at the river.

GRANT
My life is back in Jo' burg.

Sl BUSI SO
It is not what your father wanted
for you.
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GRANT
He has nothing to do wth this.

S| BUSI SO
When we die, it is not the end of
our journey. Just a part of it.

(beat)
Li ke our ancestors, you and your
father wll never be far from each
ot her.

Grant | ooks away. Then he gets into the TOYOTA and fires
up the engine.

He swi ngs the vehicle around and drives off. @ ancing
back in the rear view mrror, Gant watches the DUST swrl
in his wake, obscuring Sibusiso from sight.

126 EXT. NGWENYA'S HOUSE -- NI GHT
A hand pai nted banner: SI YABONGA! | NGWNE HOSPI TAL

A party around the swi nm ng pool of a single story ranch
house. A few PARTY lights strung across the gazebo area
conplete the festive atnosphere.

STAFF from I ngwe, including the Sisters, Casualty Nurses
and the Matron are mngling. A few HEALTH DEPARTMENT
officials nmake up the nunbers.

Yasmna is enjoying a salsa with a noticeably nore confi dent
Lebo as they find a perfect rhythm

When Lebo m sses a step Yasmi na sl ows down so that he can
catch up. Lebo | ooks over at Grant who gestures back with
a clenched fist for courage.

CLI NKI'  CLI NK

Ngwenya taps his FORK against a GLASS. The party falls
quiet. Attention now swi vels the host.

NGWAENYA

Thank you. And welcone. Firstly
| would |ike to thank Matron and
the Sisters for helping get this
al | arranged.

(cl appi ng)
And to our comrunity service
doctors, your time here is comng
to end. Next nmonth is hand-over
as the new group arrive. Tonight
let's enjoy and we say thank you
for the help and hard work in making
| ngwe better than it was before.

Cl apping fromthe guests as the party resunes and the MJSIC
is turned back up again.

Ngwenya greets guests as he wal ks around to where Grant is
fishing for cold BEER in a TUB of i ce.
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NGWAENYA ( CONT' D)
Good eveni ng.

GRANT
Can | get you a beer?

NGAENYA
WAt er.

Grant grabs a bottle of WATER and passes it over.

NGAENYA ( CONT' D)
" m sure you never thought this
day woul d cone?

GRANT

(j oki ng)
Don't know what you nean.

NGAENYA

(smles)
|'ve watched you and you' re damm
good di agnostician. You nake
m st akes but you'll learn. You' ve
got the ability to work fast and
do well under pressure.

(beat)
We could do wth someone with your
skills at | ngwe.

Grant realizes he's being offered a job.
GRANT
Thank you, but what | ngwe needs is
a good bush doctor. And we both
know, that's not ne.

Grant catches sight of Lebo and Yasm na on the dance fl oor.
Lebo's showi ng her a few of his own noves.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Lebo m ght have a reason to stay.

Ngwenya thinks this over. Then he turns to Gant and hol ds
up his water. G ant raises his beer.

Mat ron cones over and pulls Ngwenya towards the dance area
as it fills.

Grant takes in the famliar happy faces as he watches,
apart fromthe festivities.

FADE QOUT:
FADE | N:
127 I NT. GRANT' S APARTMENT -- DAY

Abby and Grant are in the throws of their |ove making.
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Both perfectly in sync wwth each other as they reach orgasm
t oget her.

Abby lies on Grant catching her breath. Sweat rolling off
their bodies as they |ie wapped in each other.

ABBY
Hey. ..

GRANT
Ckay?

ABBY

(smles)

You?

GRANT

Happy to be back.
She nods and he kisses her. They remain hol ding each other.
| NT. PRI VATE CLI NI C - OPERATI NG THEATRE -- DAY

High tech. Laser surgery. G ant watches as Aaron operates
using a magni fying EYEPI ECE. The ANAESTHETI ST, THEATRE
SI STER and SURG CAL ASSI STANT all attend.

AARON
Sucti on.

Actions are efficient and to the HUM of expensive machi nery.

AARON ( CONT' D)
Stand by on | aser.

ASSI STANT
In 5, 4, 3, 2..

AARON
Cauterize there and there.

The Assistant makes it happen with surgical precision.

AARON ( CONT' D)
Grant, you see what |I'mdoing with
t hese skin fl aps.

G ant nods.
AARON ( CONT' D)

That ensures an effective bl ood
supply. Al the tine. That's the

key here.
ASSI STANT
Beauti ful worKk.
AARON
Wait till you see when |I'm done

with her. Gant, conme round here.
| want you to watch cl osely.
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Grant noves in for a better view as Aaron conti nues.
| NT. AARON' S CLINIC - OFFI CE -- DAY

TI FFANY (40s) naked fromthe wai st up faces away fromthe
CAMERA and towards Aaron, Grant and a fenal e NURSE

AARON
Invisible incision line in the
submanmmary fold... the placing of

the inplant superficial to the
pectoral nuscle to give a high
firmprofile.

Aaron wal ks back to his desk

AARON ( CONT' D)
Thank you, Tiffany.

Tiffany cl oses the exam nati on GOMN

TI FFANY

It's changed ny life.

(bubbl i ng)
After 15 years of nmarriage, you
can't believe the way ny husband
| ooks at ne. He can't get enough
of them | even got a pronotion
at work.

AARON
" mdelighted for you. You deserve
it.

TI FFANY
| just want to run down the street
and show everyone.

AARON
(turns to Gant)
You see, that's what we do here.
W nake dreans cone true.

Grant manages a smle.
| NT. GRANT'S APARTMENT -- NI GHT

A romantic table set for two with CANDLES, WNE. Abby has
gone to sone trouble, but Grant pushes his food around on
his plate. Distracted.

ABBY
W ne?

Grant holds out his glass.

ABBY ( CONT' D)
You don't like the food?

GRANT
It's good.
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Unconvi nced. Abby pours.

GRANT ( CONT' D)

(trying)
| do. It's great.

ABBY
G ant ?

He pushes his plate aside.

GRANT
" m sorry.
(beat)
There was this patient today. She
was so happy about her new boobs.
She said it transforned her life.

ABBY
My dad's world is full of grateful
patients.

GRANT

Sure. But transformative? Really?

ABBY
(def ensi ve)
You know what he does. And that's
what you're a part of now It was
your choice, G ant.

He smles reassuringly.

GRANT
Your father's a nmaster at what he
does. 1've got a lot to learn

fromhim
Gant refills their gl asses.
| NT. AARON' S CLINIC - WAI TI NG ROOVE -- DAY

A few PRI VATE PATI ENTS are already waiting. G ant cones
in. Qdoria, the receptionist, glances over at the clock

RECEPTI ONI ST
Dr. Hart had to go. He got called
for a patient who was in an acci dent
and needed facial surgery. He
said you shoul d handl e these
consultations until he gets back

Grant 1 ooks around the room FIVE CLIENTS all inpeccably
dressed and of varying ages and genders.

I NT. AARON' S CLI NI C - CONSULTI NG ROOM - - DAY
Grant in white coat watches a | arge FLAT SCREEN TV

di spl ayi ng high resolution i mages of an I ndian woman, G THA
(30"s). Each inmage a conposite with different noses.
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G THA
This one | think makes ne | ook
smarter. Sharpens ny face. And
this one. It does sonething to ny
neck line. Mkes it longer. It
i nproves it, doesn't it?

Grant tries to form an opinion.

GRANT
| think both | ook great.

G THA
That's really not hel pful.

GRANT
You know it's about 3mm of cartil age
you' re tal ki ng about.

G THA
(smles)
It's a big decision.

GRANT
Do you really think this nmuch bone,
can change you life?

G THA
(unnerved)
Wiy are you saying that? Don't
you think the operation will work?

GRANT
No, I'mjust asking if you really
t hink you need this.
G THA
(agitated)
|"ve been planning for this for
years. | want to see Dr. Hart.

| s he here now?

Grant doesn't reply imediately. He slides over her FILE
and gl ances through it, then at the i nages on the screen.

Of Gant.

GRANT
We'll nmake an appointment. |I'I1
book you in for surgery. Okay?

G THA
(uncertainly)
You're not going to do the
operation. Right?

EXT. UNI VERSI TY BUI LDI NG -- DAY

A few STUDENTS m |l around. Ohers rush off to cl ass.
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I NT. UNI VERSI TY LECTURE ROOM -- DAY

The lights are dimed and all attention is focused on
PROFESSOR MADODA (60), an African wonan acadeni c, as she
speaks to a class of about FIFTY MEDI CAL STUDENTS.

Grant enters the lecture roomand slides into an enpty
seat .

PROFESSOR

Here at honme the vast know edge
that lies in African therapeutics
is largely unknown outside of who
use it to treat mllions of patients
across Africa.

(beat)
The question is what to do with
this knowl edge. Should it be shared
or should it be kept only for those
who belong to certain cul tural
groups? Think of Chinese
acupuncture and the benefits that
this brings to people around the
worl d who do not even understand
t he | anguage or have never visited
Chi na.

Gant listens as the | ecture conti nues.

PROFESSOR

Sone believe that African know edge
bel ongs only to African healers
and their belief systens. Ohers
say that it nust be used to help
everyone who needs it. It is urgent
that we ask this when vast nunbers
of sick people around the world to
find even the nost basic health
care and nedi cal assi stance.

(beat)
So where does the science of African
heal i ng bel ong?

I NT. UNI VERSI TY CORRI DOR -- DAY

Gant waits outside the lecture hall as the |ast few
STUDENTS filter out.

Pr of essor Madoda ener ges.

GRANT
Excuse nme, Professor

The professor stops.
GRANT ( CONT' D)
| think you knew ny father, Harold
Adl er?

The Professor thinks back.
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PROFESSOR
We wor ked together on a TB project.
GRANT
Yes, in Lesotho. He wote about
in his diary.
PROFESSOR
Must be thirty years ago.
GRANT
That was the last tine you saw
hi nf?
PROFESSOR

No, we spoke often. He cane to
see nme to discuss his plans.

GRANT
Pl ans?
PROFESSOR
Well, | introduced himto a heal er

wor ki ng i n the uKhl ahanba area.
He was thinking of |eaving his
medi cal practice and noving there.

Grant realizing the significance of this.

PROFESSOR ( CONT' D)
| was very sorry to hear what
happened to him Such a waste...
(beat)
What are you doing with your career?

Grant hesitates before answering.

GRANT
Speci al i zi ng.
(beat)
I n plastics.

PROFESSOR
| can understand there's noney in
that, but...

GRANT
| know.

PROFESSOR
Vell it's certainly not ny place
totell you what to do with your
skills as a healer.

I NT. PRI VATE CLI NI C - OPERATI NG THEATRE -- DAY

Aaron conmes out of surgery. He slips out of his gown and
casts off his gloves. He starts to wash up

THEATRE SI STER cones in and hands Aaron a NOTE
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THEATRE SI STER
Your patient has been calling for
you all norning. She says it's
very inportant she speak to you

Aaron gl ances at the nessage as he pulls on his tie and
grabs his jacket. H s cell phone starts to ring.

AARON
Hel | o.
(beat)
Yes, Ms. Soodyall.
(beat)

| just received your nessage.
Tell me what happened?

(Aaron |istens)
|"msorry to hear that. That's
absol utely unacceptable. 1'11I
talk to him

I NT. AARON' S CLINIC - WAITI NG ROOVS -- DAY

Goria and the CLINIC NURSE are having a cup of tea. Aaron
marches in. Al business.

AARON
Is Dr. Adler with a patient?

GAORI A
He' s avai |l abl e.

Aaron takes the door leading to the consulting roons.
| NT. AARON' S CLI NI C - CONSULTI NG ROOM -- MOVENTS LATER
Aaron barges into Grant's office.

AARON
(cutting himoff)
VWhat the hell did you say to Ms.
Soodyal | ?

GRANT
| just handl ed the consultation,
i ke you asked.

AARON
Well you nust've done sonething to
upset her.
(beat)

Because thanks to you she's
threatening to go el sewhere.

Aaron wal ks away.

GRANT
She'l | be back.

Aaron st ops.



AARON
How do you think your salary gets
paid here? W do you think pays
for all of this?

GRANT
Come on Aaron, this isn't only
about the noney. Wat happened to
actual Iy hel pi ng peopl e?

AARON

(angry) _
You sound just |ike your father
| ecturing me on what's right and

wong. | did nmy share of charity
work while you were still shitting
in your pants, okay.

(beat)

You want to save the world, do it
on your own tine.

This stings G ant as he approaches Aaron. Defiantly.

AARON ( CONT' D)
Let me tell you sonething about
doing the right thing. Wen you
got in touch wth me and said you
wanted to conme back to South Africa
to conplete your studies, | hel ped
you.

GRANT
And I"mgrateful for that.

AARON
And even when your nother pleaded
with me not to...

G ant i s taken aback.

AARON ( CONT' D)
She never wanted you digging up
t he past.
(beat)
| can't say | blane her...

GRANT
Why? Because you didn't want to
be rem nded of how you let Harry
down?
(beat)

Just when he needed you the nost,
you turned your back on him didn't
you?

This strikes a raw nerve with Aaron.
GRANT ( CONT' D)

There was nothing left for him
here. You made sure of that.

88
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Aaron doesn't respond.

AARON
(enotional)
| tried to talk himout of it...

GRANT
You were his closest friend, Aaron.
Hi s partner. You shoul d' ve done
nore than just talk...
G ant wal ks away.

AARON
Grant. \Were are you goi ng?

Grant's already hal f-way down the passage.

AARON ( CONT' D)
W need to talk.

Grant carries on going.

st AARON ( CONT' D)
I T!

DI SSCLVE TQO
EXT. JOHANNESBURG CI TY - ARTS PRECI NCT -- DAY

The famliar cobbled streets and col ourful WALL MJURALS of
the arts precinct in downtown Jozi

EXT. CAGED GALLERY -- DAY

Grant pulls up on his MOTORBIKE in front of the gallery.
H s RUCKSACK and DUFFEL BAG al ready | oaded.

He wat ches as:
| NT. CAGED GALLERY -- CONTI NUQUS

Abby talks to the GALLERY OANER. A few EMPLOYEES m || about
hangi ng works for a new exhibition.

After a noment the SOUND of the bike gets her attention
and she | ooks over to see Grant who has renpved his hel net.

They hol d each other's | ook for a nonent. Abby | ooks away,
hurt. And then her expression softens and she turns back
to Grant.

He |i
himo

fts his hand in a half-wave. She responds, waving
ff.

And then Gant pulls his helnmet on and kicks the bike into
gear, driving off.

CUT TO
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EXT. JOHANNESBURG ELEVATED HI GHWAY - - AFTERNOON

The sky is streaked with red as Grant | eans the YAMAHA
into the curve of the road ahead.

Accel erating away fromthe city.
EXT. ROAD - M DDLE OF NONMHERE -- NI GHT

The bi ke ROARS on, deep into the night. The glow of the
YAMAHA' s dash casts an eerie |ight over the hel net visor.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- N GHT

The place is dark as Gant rides slowy towards the cluster
of huts. A light cones on. Then anot her.

Si busi so cones out with a PARAFFIN LAMP as Grant pulls up,
kills the engine and renoves his hel net.

Si busi so holds up the lanp so he can see Grant's face and
read the anguish in his eyes.

He indicates for Gant to follow himas the darkness cl oses
in around them as they head towards the house.

EXT. BUSHVELD - OPEN PLAI NS
Bef ore sunri se.
| NT. AFRI CAN HUT -- N GHT

Grant is sleeping on a GRASS MATT. The sane pl ace where
he recovered after the bicycle accident.

Si busi so enters carrying a BUCKET as G ant wakes.

Sl BUSI SO
Water to wash yoursel f.

Si busi so | eaves as Grant gets up.

EXT. SIBUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- MOMENTS LATER

The sky is just starting to pale with the norning |ight
when Grant energes fromthe hut. He finds Sibusiso | oading
a TOOL BAG on his BMWN not or bi ke.

EXT. RICKETY BRI DGE/ RI VER CRCSSI NG -- LATER

Mst clings to the river valley.

Bot h bi kes, the BMWNW and the YAMAHA, carrying Sibusiso and
Grant approach the bridge and st op.

Grant peers at the river passing beneath them as Si busiso
di snounts and hands Grant a bottle of WATER to carry.

He shoul ders the TOOL BAG and heads off down the side of
river bank into the long grass. Gant follows.
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149 EXT. BUSHVELD - RI VER BANKS -- CONTI NUQUS

Si busi so | eads the way through the long grass. G ant
fol |l ows.

After some distance they enter a clearing where FOUR nen
hack away at the bush, clearing the area.

SI YABONGA (30), strong and wiry fromyears of nmanual work,
greets themwth a broad smle

S| YABONGA
Usel we nanuhl a. [ You are sl eeping
| ate today. ]

Si busi so nods a greeting.

GRANT
(to Sibusiso)
VWhat is this?

Si busi so hands Grant a MACHETE from the tool bag.

S| YABONGA
M shel e azosebenza ngapha. [ Tel
himto come work this side.]

Si busi so gestures for Grant to join Siyabonga who is working
a STI CK and PANGA as he cuts.

Grant joins Siyabonga and together they find a rhythmto
their work as they continue clearing the bushes.

DI SSOLVE TO
150 EXT. BUSHVELD - RI VER BANKS -- DAY

The sun is now higher in the sky and a greater area has
been cl ear ed.

Si yabonga wraps his shirt around his head to ward of the
heat. Gant's shirt is soaked through as he picks up the
bottl e of WATER and drinks, passing it to Siyabonga.

S| YABONGA
So you are the doctor?

GRANT
G ant.

He hol ds out his hand. Siyabonga notices the bl eeding
blisters on G ant's hand. He pours water over them then
tears a strip of a CLOTH and hands it to him

S| YABONGA
Tie this around the handl e.

Grant nods his appreciation as Sibusiso notices this
exchange.
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EXT. SI BUSI SO S HOVESTEAD -- N GHT

A few logs provide firelight. To one side a pile of coals
heat an | RON POT where Bongiwe stirs a thick STEW

SI BUSI SO
Kunuka kammandi. [Snells good.]

Si busi so conmes over and watches Grant cleaning his blistered
hands, then he hands Grant a JAR of ointnent. Gant snells
it tentatively.

SI BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
Di sinfectant fromthe chem st.

GRANT
(smling)
Just what the doctor ordered.

Bongi we brings over a PLATE of food, one for Sibusiso and
anot her for Gant.

Sl BUSI SO
Ngi yabonga. [ Thank you. ]

GRANT
Thanks.

Grant hungrily spoons the stewinto his nmouth as Sibusiso
eats slowy.

| NT. AFRI CAN HUT -- N GHT

A PARAFFI N LAWP casts a soft light over the interior as
Grant lies on the grass matt. A bl anket pulled over him

Hi s thoughts flicker anpbngst the shadows playing in the
t hatch above him

And soon his eyes close as he drifts off to sleep.

CUT TGO
EXT. BUSHVELD - RI VER BANKS -- DAY
Blinding sunlight and it's as hot as ever.

Grant, Siyabonga and the THREE workers continue to clear
t he area.

It's hard work and they're all drenched in sweat as Sibusiso
arrives with Bongiwe. Between themthey carry a BUNDLE of
| ong stick hewn from branches.

Grant, Siyabonga and the others stop their work, each taking
a long drink of WATER, watching as Si busi so begi ns nmeasuri ng
out the area.

He drives one of the sticks into the ground and paces ten
| ong strides, then Bongi we hands hi m anot her stick which
he drives into the ground.
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This continues as he |ays out the four corners and then
wi nds a length of TWNE connecting the stakes.

FADE QOUT:
TI TLE: ONE YEAR LATER
EXT. RURAL ROAD - FORK -- DAY

A LANDROVER DEFENDER 90 trundles along the dirt track. It
slows at it approaches the fork in the road.

| NT. LANDROVER -- CONTI NUCUS

ABBY HART, her hair grown out fromthe styled | ook she
wore before, is behind the wheel. She |ooks over at a

M NI - BUS TAXI coll ecti ng PASSENGERS around t he SPAZA SHOPS.
She notices the old rusted SI GN show ng the direction to
town. The RIGHT arrow has fallen off and only the LEFT
arrow remains.

EXT. RI CKETY BRI DGE/ RI VER CRCSSI NG - - DAY

The Landrover runbles across the rickety bridge and turns
of f down a NEW DI RT ROAD that runs parallel to the river.

Ahead a few PRE-FAB BUI LDI NGS cone into view.

A cluster of AFRI CAN HUTS and a rudi nentary PARKI NG AREA
have been constructed. A WATER TANK on a raised platform
harvests the rain water.

TEN PEOPLE, fromthe local African community, sit under
the trees. Witing.

The Landrover grinds to a stop and Abby gets out. She
lifts her CAMERA and shoots a couple of franes of the place.

Si busi so conmes towards her. She frames himup. CLICK

S| BUSI SO
You are wel cone.

ABBY
Thank you.

They shake hands.

S| BUSI SO
Your drive was okay?

ABBY
Good.

S| BUSI SO
Pl ease.

He | eads the way past a garden of indigenous PLANTS
cultivated in rows beneath shade cl ot h.
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S| BUSI SO ( CONT' D)
Many of the plants we use for our
healing take a long tinme to reach
maturity in the wild so we have
pl anted these seedlings to nmake
sure we have a supply for the
future.

He | eads the way towards the pre-fab buil dings.
| NT. PRE- FABRI CATED BUI LDI NG - - DAY

Si busi so enters with Abby. A sign indicates the direction
t owar ds: TRADI TI ONAL HEALERS.

Anot her to: BIQOVED CI NE CLI NI C.

Abby catches sight of Lebo.

LEBO
Hey. | heard you were com ng.
They hug.
ABBY
How re you?
LEBO
Wwell. Good.
ABBY
What' re you doi ng here?
LEBO
I"mstill working at the hospital,

but even the superintendent is
slowy comng round to seeing the
val ue of what Sibusiso has built
her e.

Si busi so | eads the way towards the TRADI TI ONAL HEALERS as
Lebo and Abby foll ow.

| NT. TRADI Tl ONAL HEALER SECTI ON -- DAY

Through a wi ndow | eading to a | arger room three SANGOVAS
are talking with Sister#2 from I ngwe Hospital

LEBO
The heal ers are findi ng new ways
to use their nedicine that doesn't
cause harnful interactions with
the H'V and TB drugs that we
prescribe. Less interactions,
safer for the patients, better
results.

SI BUSI SO
And our people don't have to go
chasing after fake prophets selling
mracles in a bottle.
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LEBO
Well, 1've got to get back to the
hospi t al

ABBY

How z Yasni na?

LEBO
She' |l be happy to see you. How
| ong you staying?

She shrugs as Lebo heads off. Sibusiso gestures for her
to follow him

160 I NT. BIQVEDI CI NE SECTI ON -- DAY

Si busi so and Abby arrive at a consulting roomwhere a DOCTOR
listens with his stethoscope to a YOUNG MAN s chest. The
doctor's back is turned to the door so he's unaware that

Si busi so and Abby are wat chi ng.

SI BUSI SO
This is where the other healing
happens.

The doctor turns around and renoves the surgical mask over
his nose and nouth. It's Gant, but his hair is |onger and
he's grown a beard.

Abby recognises him

GRANT
He never stops rem nding ne that
around here, I'"'mthe alternative

heal er.
(to the patient)
You can get dressed.

The young man pulls on his shirt. Gant washes his hands.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
(to Sibusiso)
He can see you now and we' || discuss
hi s di agnosis |ater.

The Young Man follows Sibusiso out |eaving G ant and Abby
facing each other.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
| wasn't sure you'd cone.

ABBY
| wouldn't have missed it for
anyt hi ng.

GRANT
So0?

Grant folds away his stethoscope.
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GRANT ( CONT' D)
You | ook wel |.

An unconfortabl e pause as neither know what to say next.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
Let's get of here.

Grant grabs his RUCKSACK and | eads the way as Abby foll ows.
EXT. PRE- FABRI CATED BUI LDI NG - - DAY

A few COWUNI TY PATIENTS wait to be seen as the GARDENER
tends the seedlings.

Grant and Abby head away fromthe pre-fab buil di ngs towards
the river.

ABBY
Aaron wanted to cone.

Grant gl ances at her.
ABBY ( CONT' D)

But he's still not sure this is
the right thing for you

GRANT
| can't really imagine himliking
it here...

ABBY

| think what you're doing..

GRANT
...feels right for ne?

She smles at this.

ABBY
And it's not about Aaron or Harry
anynore... It's about...

GRANT

Us?

An under st andi ng passes between themin their shared
sil ence.

As they continue wal king, the CAMERA | oses them and settles
on a WOODEN SI GN dug into the ground:

THE BRI DGE
Rural Medici ne & I ndi genous Know edge Project

CUT TO
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162 EXT. RIVER CRGOSSI NG -- DAY

Grant stands beneath the Fever Tree. Overlooking the stil
pool of water.

But he is not al one.

Si busiso stands a little way off stoking a small fire with
a BUNDLE of branches. The FLAMES catch and spread.

He approaches Grant giving himhalf of the bundle, so that
each of them now holds a FLAM NG torch

The sound of ULULATI NG cuts through the silence as Sibusiso
and Grant both lift their torches in acknow edgnent of
t hose gathered at the water.

Standing with MaShezi, who continues to ululate, are Bongi we
and Abby. Nearby are Lebo and Yasm na. O her recognisable
faces fill out the nunbers.

A few I ngwe Hospital staff including the Matron and with
her is Dr Ngwenya. Sone of Sibusiso's patients are al so
there, including Ms. Mhize and their nei ghbour Sinpiwe
Dube.

Fromthe | ocal community, Siyabonga and the workers who
hel ped clear the veld with Sibusiso and Gant, are present.

SI BUSI SO

Si yani bona nonke. Siyabonga ukut hi
nizile. [W see you all. And we
t hank you for being here.]

(beat)
Today is a special day for nme and
for all of you who have hel ped to
bui l d our project together.

(beat)
Lapha namuhl a si khunbul a
bonke | abo abasandul el ayo, abasi shiyel a
ul wazi ukuze sabel ane ngal o sifunde.
[ Here, today, we all honour and renenber
t hose who cane before us and gave their
knowl edge for all here to share.]

Si busi so gl ances over at G ant.

GRANT
| want to thank you all for giving
me a place to do ny work and al so
for the space to | earn.

Abby catches Grant's eye as he conti nues.

GRANT ( CONT' D)
There are many pai nful menories
here for me, but now .. in front
of you all, it is tine...
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SI BUSI SO
Si cel a ukut hi nonke eni khona | apha
nanmuhl a ni wubungaze | o nti nbi
ukuze si bhekane nezi khat hi
esezadl ul a... ukuze ikusasa
I'i kwazi ukuzi bhekel el a
[We ask you all to witness this
today as we to take care of the
past... So that the future can
take care of itself.]

Si busi so and Grant nove towards a LARCGE PYRE of wood that
has been stacked up beside the water's edge. They touch
their torches to the wood.

The FLAMES spread. Licking fromone |level to the next
until the whole pyre is abl aze.

It casts a glow on Sibusiso's face. And on Grant as a
sense of rel ease washes over him

And in the faces of those gathered as w tnesses, as:

The CAMERA lifts higher and higher, taking in the water,
the fever tree, the peopl e gathered.

And rising with the SMOKE, the CAMERA drifts higher still.

Taking in the road that cuts through the bushveld as it
soars to the sky, and:

CREDI T ROLL

THE END
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