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1 This is a process where the President visits sampled local communities and have a direct conversation 
with them regarding services. The President spends only a few hours with each community. 
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Below is an example of another way of using art to communicate and involve the 
community especially the youth. This research dwells more on theatre and the 
example below illustrate that other specialities can be explored in the future. The 
sample comes from the following website on art for social change: 

   
http://www.comminit.com/socialchange/pds2005/experiences-3476.html 

 
 

Travelling Painter: The Mamelodi Art Project - South Africa  
 
Summary 
The Mamelodi Project is an arts for social change programme designed to provide community 
members with an opportunity to express their ideas about township development in a manner that 
captures their creative abilities and invites other community members to participate. The blueprint 
for the project was designed by “The Travelling Painter”, who has implemented the programme in 
various other rural locations worldwide, including villages in Kenya and Nigeria. Each day during 
the Mamelodi Project, which lasted for the month of December 1997, the artist collaborated with 
interested community members to paint a billboard which satirises a common myth or a 
stereotype. The goal was to deliver a message of hope while informing and generating dialogue 
and activism amongst community members. 
 
Main Communication Strategies 
This project used the medium of painting to engage community members in a creative process to 
challenge myths and stereotypes about township life. Art was a tool for inviting community 
members to voice their ideas and opinions about certain issues central to black, economically 
disadvantaged South Africans. The billboard functioned as a “message-board” for community 
members, who were provided with an opportunity to be recognised and celebrated for their 
positive messages and artistic contribution. In this way, the programme sought to empower 
community members to use their voice productively and share their ideas collectively. 
 
By painting a new image/message on the billboard every day, the painter offered community 
members multiple opportunities to voice their concerns, so that the programme was not restricted 
to a certain group of people, but open to the entire community. In this way, the painter hoped to 
compile and present a number of different ideas, and not be restricted to one central theme. In 
addition, the lack of permanency of the billboard provided an incentive for community members to 
express themselves freely, and not be shy about showcasing their artistic talents - since the 
painting would only be viewed for one day. 
 
The design for the programme also helped to build an understanding of teamwork in the 
community, since members of the community had to work together each day to design a new 
painting. In this way, members had to negotiate and compromise their ideas to come up with one 
way of expressing their opinions for that day’s painting. The billboard also served as a tool for 
commenting on events that recently occurred in the township. For instance, when the painter was 
confronted at gunpoint one evening, the next day the community members decided to create a 
painting that advocated against the use of guns, and even invited the local police department to 
participate in its creation. The project thus aimed to provide a means for communication about 
prevalent issues that characterise township life in a manner that empowers participants by 
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opening previously unavailable lines of communication. 
 
Development Issues 
Rights. 
 
Key Points 
According to organisers, the project enabled community members to voice their ideas and 
opinions about issues such as racism, sexual abuse, and education in a creative manner, building 
teamwork skills amongst participants as well as communicating in a creative manner with fellow 
community members. 
 
Partners 
The Royal Netherlands Embassy, Mamelodi Theatre Organisation (MATO), Mamelodi Hospital.  
 
For more information, contact: 
The Travelling Painter 
PO Box 25766 
HT Den Haag 
2502 
Holland 
mail@painter.nl 
The Travelling Painter website  

 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><<><> 
B. The communication Directorate: National Department of Art & Culture 

The clip below is taken from the website of the department of Arts & Culture. The 
communication directorate is seen as the contact point for further research at this 
point. 
 
 

Mr Andile Xaba 

  ����������	
������

���	�
������

�����������������������
�
�����Andile.Xaba@dac.gov.za�

�
Purpose 
Since communication is a strategic function, the Chief Directorate: Communications interacts with all programmes 
in the Department. Whenever communications campaigns are planned, the diverse nature of South African 
society is taken into account. The Chief Directorate aims to communicate in such a way that its message 
reaches and is understood by all the intended audiences, and it strives to present relevant information in an 
attractive and interesting manner. Through letsema activities, conferences, indabas and izimbizo that include 
all sectors of society, the Department interacts directly with stakeholders. 
Functions and Activities  
• To create a heightened awareness of the role of arts and culture 
• To highlight the role or arts and culture in economic development and social cohesion 
• To profile arts and culture as one of the employment-generating sectors/industries which the youth could follow 
as career 
• To create solid communication programmes with the Department's stakeholders 
• To correct inconsistencies and imbalances that affect access to arts, culture and heritage by providing information 
to the public 
• To focus on the Department’s role in job creation within the Cultural Industries Growth Strategy (for example 
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promoting, publishing in all official languages, film, craft and music) 
• To implement outreach communication programmes 
• To promote linguistic and cultural diversity as important thrusts of the Department 
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