
C H APTER  4: A  H IS T O R IC A L  D EV E LO P M E N T

The w ord  "G en ea log y "  is usua lly  used to  im p ly  tw o  th ings; the passing o ’ 
t im e  and the genetic  re la t ionsh ip , between m em bers  of the s a in t  fam ily  In 
the case o f th is  s tudy, the use o f such a w ord  is p robab ly  m is lead ing  an-s 
inco rrec t.  For one  th ing  it im p lies  the exis tence of a d irec t d e s c e n d  .icy 
from  one house type to the next arid the concep t of having papa h ou se ,  
m am m a houses and baby houses is paten t ly  absurd A lso many d i f fe re r . 
"g en e ra t ion s "  of house tv es may o ften  be found  sm u g ly  side by S'de 
w ith in  the same se tt lem e. it  thus negating  any "passage o f t im e" that a 
"g en e a lo g y "  may w ish to suggest.

On the oth r hand fie ld  research has show n  that, w ith in  th 3 s tages of 
deve loprr  j n t  descr ibed  in f he prev ious  chapter, it is poss ib le  *c prove that 
most house types fa l l ing  w ith in  the sa me stage are paten t ly  id a p ta i io n s  of 
the same basic fo rm  and tnat, ta k ing  in to  cons ide ra t ion  s truc tura l,  
te chn o lo g ica l  and co ns tru c t io n a l  factors, we can show  that one type 
s ign if ies  an im p rove m e n t upon a no the r  "p rev iou s "  type. T o  ignore  .h'S 
k ind  of re la t ionsh ip  w ith in  such a s tudy  w ou ld  be to reduce its im por t  
en t ire ly  and hence  it becom es necessary  to invent a model w h ich  w ou ld  
exp la in  the^e com p lex  re la t ionships. A lso  a l though  the e lem ent o f t ime is 
not necessari ly  intended, research has shown that a num be r  o f  hoi se 
types w h ich  we know  to have existed one  hundred, f i f ty  or even tw* r>ty 
years ago are no longe r  found  in the rural ve rnacu la r  and thus s *a 
e lem ent of t im e shou ld  be im p lied  in o u r  moael.

The model o f  a "g enea logy  ' sp r ings  to m ind  a lm ost im m ed ia te ly  for 
despite its obv ious  s h o r tc o m in g s  it does exp la in  in fa ir ly  s im p le  terms .he 
h ie ra rch ica l deve lopm en t o f  the house  types invo lved in th is research. 
What it does no t exp la in  is the evo lu t ion  f rom  the one deve lopm enta l stage 
to the next bu t it is hoped  that th is  w ill  be done  in the course  of the deta iled 
s tudy  itself Thus  perhaps we sh ou ld  do  away v-i‘ h the m is lead ing  term 

20 "g en e a lo g y "  a ltoge the r  and call it an "H is to r ica l  Deve lopm ent".
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Such an h is to r ica l d eve lopm en t shou id  be seen there fo re  as exp la in ing  
pa rt ly  the l inks that ex is t between house types, but perhaps m ore 
im portan t ,  serv ing to o u t l ine  the g row th  in b u i ld in g  te chn o lo gy ,  the 
increased space dem ands  '.hat o u r  rural inhab itan ts  are m ak ing  of the ir  
own dw e l l ings  and the  inc reas ing  soph is t ica t ion  o f  these dem ands. A lso 
such a chart can serve as a po in te r  to the fu tu re  to those w ho  wish to 
harness rural a rch itec tu re  as a means of so lv ing  ou r  g ro w in g  hous ing  
shortage.

In the previous chap ter, the deve lopm ent of the house fo rm  was descr ibed 
in te rm s of b road "s tages” . In a m ore deta iled sense however, matters were 
not as s ’m p lis t ic  as th is  o u t l ine  may lead us to believe. For one  th ing  
s truc tu re  did no t evolve from  one stage to the next asa  m a t te ro f  c o u rs e o r  
because any one person o r  g ro u p  o f peop le  dec ided  it shou ld . Subtle  
changes  were made as the house  s truc tu re  and fo rm  responded  to 
env ironm enta l,  socia l, e co n o m ic  and te chno log ica l  pressures. Some 
stages o f d eve lopm en t w ou ld  no t have occu red  w i tho u t  certa in  
te chno log ica l  innova t ions  w h ich  made change  possible.

On the o the r hand as rura l soc ie ty  abandoned  its early  nom ad ic  l ife style 
and became inc reas ing ly  sedentary , it was o n ly  natura l that it shou ld  
abandon  the beehive hut, cone  o r  dome, fo r  som eth ing  m ore  perm anent 
and solid.

A com para t ive  s tudy  and ana lys is  of the reco rded  house fo rm s  reveals that 
most if not all fa ll w ith in  the bounds  of n ine  d if fe ren t and definab le  
ca tegor ies  — all bu t the first tw o  sti ll being cons truc ted  in m odern  times. 
However, w ith  the inc reas ing  spread of m odern  m ater ia ls  and greater 
sem i-u rban  co n ce n tra t io n s  at least ano the r  three are in danger of 
e x t in c t io n  in all but the rem otes t o f rural areas.
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QHAPTER 5 PREHISTORY

Preh is to r ic  d w e l l in gs  in S ou the rn  A fr ica  may be said to fall in to  three 
m a jo r  categories.

a. C ru de  shelter: th is w ill  be dealt w ith  m ore  fu l ly  in the chap te r  dea ling  
w ith  the te m p o ra ry  hut

b. Cave shelters: l itt le  if any deve lopm ent of th is  genre  occu rre d  in th is Figure 23 
c o u n try  and ce rta in ly  it has never reached the h igh  levels of adap ta t ion  
ach ieved in parts  o f N orth  Am erica  anu Europe What l i t t le  d id  o c c u r
m ay be fo un d  m ostly  in the m ou n ta ino us  reg ions  of Lesotho. T hey  are Walton African village 1956 
no t how ever co ns ide red  o f  m a jo r im p o r t  to th is  s tudy, being m ere ly  a 
per iphera l deve lo pm e n t of a very loca lized reg iona l nature.

c S tone  and Iron  Age se tt lem ents : these are presently  the  sub jec t of 
m uch  spec ia l ized  research by a rchaeo log is ts  w ho  w ith  the  aid of 
rad ioca rbon  da ting  techn iques  have been able to iden t ify  c o m ­
m un it ies  w ith  a w ide variety of socia l and e con om ic  patterns ex tend ing  
back in t im e  over m ore  than 1500 years. Th is  s tudy  be ing p r im a r i ly  an 
a rch itec tu ra l  one can o n ly  hope  to have a genera l awareness o f such 
d eve lopm ents  and then on ly  w hen  data uncovered  by a rchaeo log is ts  
bears d ire c t ly  upon  matters a rch itec tu ra l.

It is th is  last ca teg o ry  w h ich  has a d irec t bearing  upon  us as a rch itec ts  and 
o u r  in terest lies in tw o  m a jo r  deve lopm ents : the co rbe l led  stone hu t and 
the b ilob ia l d w e l l in g

The co rbe l led  s tone  hut

A l th o u g h  w h ite  trave lle rs had c rossed the O range  River at various times
d u r in g  the e igh teen th  centu ry , ou r  f irs t w r i t ten  accoun ts  o f the areas today
k n o w n  as the N orthe rn  Cape and the Orange  Free State o n ly  date back to
the ear ly  1800’s. Var ious m en t ions  are made of ru ined stone vil lages and
deserted hab ita t ions  in the accoun ts  o f exp lo re rs  and m iss ionaries  but no Figure 24 <3
real in terest was taken in these unt i l  1925 when the first a rchaeo log ica l
s tud ies  began to  be undertaken.
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"Rock inscriptions by Bush­
men": Holub (Seven Years in 

South Africa 1881).

Arbousset and Daumas 
Narrative of an Exploratory 

Tour" 184G

Walton African Village'

Walton Early Ghoya Se.tlemen:
1965

W hat can be estab lished how ever is that in 1846 A rbousset and Daumas 
trave l l ing  th ro u g h  the p resen t-day  nor the rn  O.F S. encoun te red  
num erous  s tone  vil lages, som e sti ll inhab ited  but the vast m a jo r i ty  recently  
abandoned , o ften  w ith  s igns  of strife. A cco un ts  by o the rt rave l le rs  ind icate  
that no s tone  bu i ld ing  tra d i t io n  exis ted am ong  the then res idents of these 
s truc tu res  lead ing  to the  co nc lus io n  that the b u i ld ing  had been done  well 
before  the end of the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  It is however genera l ly  accepted  
in a rchaeo log ica l c irc les  today  tha t these stone s truc tu res  were the w o rk  
o '  the So tho-T sw ana  peoples. The w ork  of W alton  in Leso tho  ind ica ted  
that s tone b u i ld ing  was sti l l  p rac t iced  by the So tho  as late as the 1950's 
a ltho ug h  the house types he reco rded  are vastly  d if fe ren t from  the 
co rbe l led  s tone  huts p resen tly  under  d iscuss ion .

Perhaps in desc r ib ing  the  co rbe l led  hu t fo rm  it w ou ld  be best to auote  
d ire c t ly  f rom  one of the p ionee r  researchers in th is fie ld, James Walton, 
w ho  in his "Ear ly  G hoya  S e tt lem ent"  (1965) said:

“ The  m ost in te res t ing  features of these se tt lem ents  are the huts 
themselves, w h ich  are co rbe l led  stone beehives bu i l t  f rom  
bou lders  o f sphe ro ida l do le r i te  o r u n tr im m ed  blocKs of 
sands tone  Some o f these (huts) are very small having an 
in terna l d iam e te r  o f  from  five to seven feet (1,500 to 2,100
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a. Front view of corbelled stone hut: Allemanskraal 
Dim, O F.S.

b. Rear view of same.
c. Detar of stone wall enclosures: Allemanskraal Dam, 

OF.S.
d. "Corbelled hut in the O F.S." Thomas Baines (W.B 

Lord and Thomas Baines. Shifts and Expedients o l 
Camp Life. Travel and Exploration 1876).

b

c
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Figures 24 a. b. c

Michael Taylor (personal 
communication).

Campbell Travels in South Africa
1813

Figure 35

Burchell "Travels in the In'erior of 
Southern Africa" 1822.

metres) and an in terna l he igh t o f about fo u r  feet ( 1 ,2 0 0 ), w ith  the 
result that m any v is itors  have found  it hard to believe that such 
huts co u ld  ever have served as dwe ll ings . The w a l 's  curve 
inw ards  un t i l  an open ing , up to  e ighteen inches (450mm) in 
d iameter, is left at the top  and th is is c losed by a s ing le  large flat 
slab on w h ich  a mass of rubb le  was piled The en trance  is a small 
open ing , no t m ore  than tw o  feet h igh (600 mm) and o n e fo o ts ix  
inches w ide  (450 m m ), w m ch  was c losed by a flat s tone slab 
pulled in to  pos it ion  from  the inside".

Walton then goes ahead to descr ibe  o the r types o f huts w hose  m ax im um  
size does not seem to have exceeded a 2,700 d iam ete r ana an 1,800 
interna l he igh t, th is l im it  be ing  set by the b u i ld in g  te c h n o lo g y  rather than 
the res idents space requ irem ents .

The b ilob ia l dw e l l ing

The b ilob ia l house  represents a h igh ly  soph is t ica ted  concep t in household  
o rgan isa t ion  and it takes in to  accou n t  the specia l re la t ionsh ips  w n ich  exist 
between the fam ily 's  sem i-p r iva te  and private areas and the se tt lem ent's  
co m m on  zones O r ig ina l ly  the  layout plan took  the  fo rm  o f  tw o  h o rn ­
shaped enc losu res  ( lobes) fac ing  each o ther w ith  the  hut or house  being 
located at the po in t  o f c o n ju n c t io n  o f the two. Access was th ro u g h  the 
fo re - lobe  w h ich  was usua lly  de f ined  by a lew  stone and daga kerb w h ich  
supported  a reed or grass screen Th is  was the sem i-pub lic , sem i-pr iva te  
space w h ich  a lthough  v is ib ly  accessib le, nevertheless cons t i tu ted  a 
de f in ite  te rr i to r ia l  s ta tem ent and en try  was p robab ly  sub jec t to inv ita t ion  
or socia l taboos  Beyond  th is  was the dw e l l ing  w h ich  served as the 
enc losed private area to the  family. The rear c o u r t  o r lobe was access ib le  
e ithe r th ro u g h  a doo rw a y  at the rear o f the hut o r th ro u g h  an en try  set at its 
side. The rear lobe was defined  by a d ry  stone wall some 1,500 m in he igh t 
w h ich  be ing  v isua l ly  inaccessib le , p rov ided  the fam ily  w ith  an externa l 
private area T he  fo re - lobe  no t on ly  served as an en try  p o in t  to  the b ilob ia l 
un it  but a lso p rov ided  a co nn ec t io n  between the co m m un a l space o f the 
se tt lem ent and the  p r ivacy  o f the fam ily  unit.

It is a m atter o f co n jec tu re  as to w ha t the actua l fo rm  was w h ic h  was taken 
by earliest b i lob ia l houses. A pa in t ing  by C am pbe ll  early  in the  1800's 
seems to ind ica te  that it cons is ted  of a beehive cone  capped  by yet ano ther 
con ica l  roo f over it, both  shar ing  the same apex. This con ica l  roo f  m uch  of 
the same fo rm  as that found  on later co n e -o n -cy l in d e r  d w e l l in gs  was then 
supported  a ro un d  its pe r im e te r  by means o f free -s tand ing  posts w h ich  
thus he lped to fo rm  a w ide  eaves o r  verandah abou t the main house 
s tructure . H ow ever  B u rche ll  in 1812 recorded  that the d w e l l in gs  were in
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the fo rm  of a c o n e -o n -c y l in d e r  w ith  the eaves be ing  extended  all round  to 
create  a verandah. As very  l itt le  o the r  p ic to r ia l o r w rit ten  records  have 
co m e  d ow n  to  us from  these early  days its seems un l ike iy  that th is  matter 
w il l  every  be sa t is fac to r i ly  resolved.

The sp ira l se tt lem ents  associated w ith  this type  o f dw e l l ing  w il l  be 
d iscussed  in a la ter chapter. However b ilob ia l o rgan iza t ion  of l iv ing  space 
has been reco rded  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  various d if fe ren t house types r igh t 
d ow n  to  present day rural socie ty.

A l th o u g h  the b ilob ia l dw e l l ing  is usua lly  associated w ith  the Tswana 
peoples, th is house  type seems to have reached its h ighest po in t  of 
deve lo r .m ent am ongs t the N debe le  w ho  have re fined the te rr i to r ia l 
s ta tem ent to a p o in t  where  up to seven d if fe ren t layers have been recorded  
ex terna l to the house alone. This has been done  by means of low  daga 
kerbs and bou nd a ry  walls w h ich  increase in he igh t as the  se tt lem ent 
co m m u n a l area is left beh ind  and the househo ld  sem i-pr iva te  and private 
zones are approached . The house itself can have one or tw o  separate 
private  areas and the  rear co u r tya rd  is app roached  from  the side of the 
house. Som etim es  th is can lead to fu r the r  cou r tya rd s  some of w h ic h  are 
u ti l ised  as animal enc losures and o thers  in the ir  tu rn  serve subs id ia ry  
dw e l l ing  units associated to the main unit.

The m a jo r  d if fe rence  w h ich  can be said to exist between the Tswana and 
the Ndebe le  b i lob ia l  is that w h ile  the fo rm e r  sets ou t to ou t l ine  a te rr i to r ia l 
im pera t ive , the la tter c learly sets ou t to  impress. It is a m atter o f  debate 
how the  N debe le  have com e to adopt a spacia l l iv ing  a rrangem ent so 
typ ica l of ano the r  peop le  w hen  they are genera l ly  accep ted  by 
a n th ro p o log is ts  as being an N gun i g ro up  w ho  im m ig ra ted  in to  the 
Transvaal as late as the D ifaqane years of the last cen tu ry . One theory  
w h ich  may be pu t fo rw ard  is that as is the  case of m any o the r  im m ig ran t 
examples, they  m v  have sough t to b lend in w ith  the ir  Tswana ne ighbou rs  
as speed ily  as poss ib le  and thus  have over-com pensa ted  in a dop t ing  a 
h ie ra rchy  o f l iv ing  spaces w h ich  are typ ica l ly  non -N gum . Again  th is  is a 
ques t ion  w h ich  is un l ike iy  to ever be fu l ly  resolved.
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C H APTER  6: THE TEM PO R ARY H 'JT

Feter Johnson .personal 
communication).

Walton "African VHage' 1956

Backhouse A narrative of a visit to 
the Mauritius ano South Africa 

1844

Danieii African Scenery and 
Am m als ' 1820

Figure 28

Barrow 'Travels in the Wi'da of 
Africa 1834-1836" 1971

The te m p o ra ry  hut has p layed  a very real and im porta n t role in ve rnacu la r  
a rch itec tu re 's  reperto ire  o f house types beg inn ing  in p reh is to r ic  t im es 
when A fr ican  man fo l lo w ed  the g iant gam e herds and subsisted on a 
hun t ing  e con om y  th rough  to the present day w ith  its m ore  sedentary  rural 
agrar ian  soc ie ty

Because it is in the nature o f a te m pora ry  hu t to be — well, tem pora ry , we 
can on ly  surm ise as to the fo rm  taken by the  early shelters of A fr ican  man. 
A co m par ison  that does sp r ing  to  m ind  is that of the H lub i herdsm en and 
boys who. being en trus ted  w ith  the ir  se tt lem ent's  cattle, are fo rced  to  lead 
a nom ad ic  life, a lways keep ing  on the move fo l lo w in g  the seasonal rains 
and ava i lab il i ty  of fresh graz ing . L ike the nom ad ic  h un te r  before  them  they 
too  have to  fo l low  the d em ands  of a herd and thus are un l ike ly  to  be able to 
remain  in any one p a r t icu la r  p lace fo r  m ore than a few weeks at a t ime The 
H lub i shelter cons is ts  o f l i t t le  m ore  than a few branches and saplings set in 
a c irc le  and bent to  a centra l apex. A coa t ing  of mud and co w  dung  is then 
app lied  to  fin ish  the s truc ture . It is no t unreasonab le  to believe that the 
nom ad ic  hun te r  of yore  m ay have bu i ld  his hom e in a s im ila r  fashion. 
S im ila r  s truc tu res  have been recorded  am ongs t the B ushm en  (c irca 1825) 
and by W alton  am ongs t the So tho  in or abou t the 1950 s.

A n o th e r  fo rm  of te m p o ra ry  s truc tu re  but of som ew ha t better co - is .ruc t ion  
and ind ica t ive  of a m ore  o rgan ized  soc ie ty  was reco rded  d u r ing  the last 
cen tu ry  am ongst the  Bushm en  by such varied sources as Backhouse  
(1339) and his co n te m p o ra ry ,  Samuel Daniell. These shelters cons is ted  of 
Kho isan m att ing  w h ich  was p resum ab ly  endow ed  w ith  a certa in  a m o u n t of 
s t if fness and was arched between tw o  posts  set in to  the g round , thus  
p rov id ing  what can on ly  be descr ibed  as an open-ended  tunnel. A cco rd in g  
to Darne ll ’s record, ano the r  s im i la r  mat was then s tood  in a ha lf-arch  as an 
a lcove at one end of the tunne l,  thus p ro v id ing  the shelte r w ith  a certa in  
a m o un t of p r ivacy and sh ie ld ing  it fr n the elements. Backhouse 's  record  
shows that these "alcoves" need not be erected at the rear of the sheiter 
but s tood  a lone and were t i l ted  at a s l igh t angle fo rward . The Khoisan



m att ing  shelter c o u ld  be ro l led  up the next m o rn in g  and e rec ted  that n ig h t  
at the  site of the  nex t b ivouac.

The tem pora ry  s truc tu res  o f the Bushm en  are related, in a way. to  those  of 
the H otten to ts  in that the latter 's w e re a ls o fu l ly  d em ou n tab le  and cou ld  be 
erected  at r ig h t  a fte r a day's trek However the ir  beehive fo rm  places them  
in a ca tego ry  in the ir  own r ight and w il l  the re fo re  be dealt w ith  in s u b ­
sequen t chapters.

T em pora ry  s truc tu res  however are not the exclus ive d om a in  of nom ad ic  
societies. Even w here  a g ro up  has ach ieved a re lat ive ly  stable  and 
sedentary  ex is tence  w ith  an e con om y  w h ich  is o r ien ta ted  tow ards  
agr icu ltu re , we f ind  that the tem pora ry  hu t e ither s’ ill is o r  was used unti l  
com para t ive ly  recent t im es Such s truc tu res  are usua lly  associated w ith  
the taboos  and cus tom s o f rura l soc ie ty  and as such are l inked  w ith  such  
t r a n s i t i o n a l  stages of iife as im t ia t io r ,  co u r tsh ip  and death

Special in i t ia t ion  lodges are know n  to be bu i l t  am ong  at least tw o  of 
Sou the rn  A fr ica 's  g roups: the  Xhosa and the Venda. A l th o u g h  research 
tow ards  th is  s tudy  has not as yet y ie lded first hand ev idence  of the fo rm  
taken by the Xhosa in it ia t ion  lodge, pub lished  p ic to r ia l records  by o the r  
sources tends to ind ica te  tha t the bu i ld ing  is *n the form  o f the  trad it iona l 
Xhosa beehive dome, a house  type w h ich  does not seem to have 
c o m m o n ly  been bu il t  in the  T ranske i fo r  a num be r o f years.

"Bosiesmans frying Locusts": 
Samuel Darnell (Airican Scenery 

and Animals 1804-1805, 1820).

Duggan-Cronin, "The 3a- tu Tribes 
o l South A!rica — The Xhosa and 
Thembu" 1939.
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a Zulu courtina hut Sergville 
district.

b. Detail of doorway
c. View of intenor.

Figures 29 a b c

A m o n g s t  the Venda how eve r there  seems to  be l i t t le  d if fe rence  between 
the fo rm  of the in i t ia t ion  lodge  and that of o rd ina ry  houses, save in the case 
of one  vital detail: the  lodge has tw o  doors, one at e ither end, instead o f the 
cus tom ary  one. The  reason fo r  th is is one o f r itua l fo r  w h ils t  d u r ing  the 
per iod  of t ra in ing  the yo un g  in it ia te  is expected  to use the one door on ly , at 
his g radua t ion  as a yo u n g  adu lt  he w ill  leave by the second door, thus 
sym bo liz in g  trans it ion  in to  ndu lt  life. In both  Xhosa and Venda cases, the 
lodges are bu rn t  to the g ro u n d  once  the ir  fu nc t io n  has been fu lf i l led  and 
are rebu i l t  afresh w hen  a new b a tc h o fy o u th s re q u i r in g in i t ia t io n  com es of 
age.

The r ites and taboos  of co u r tsh ip  vary g reatly  f rom  g roup  to g roup  in 
Southe rn  Africa. In some cases p remarita l sexual co n ta c t  between young  
adu lts  is s tr ic t ly  p ro h ib ited  w h i ls t  in some others  it is accep ted  and actua l ly  
fac il i ta ted  The Zu lu  can p robab ly  be said to fall in to  th is  latter g roup  
a ltho ug h  they have deve loped  a s tr ic t  code  of c o n d u c t  w h ich  does not 
a llow fo r the sexual act to  be consum m ated . They do  however a llow  for 
co u r t in g  coup les  to spend the m gn t toge ther  and fac i l i ta te  th is  by bu i 'd ing  
a specia l house or hut w h ich  is then s e ta s id e fo r th e s p e c ia l  use. One  such 
house  was reco rded  in tne  Bergv i l le  d is t r ic t  of KwaZulu . It was an a lmost 
pe rfec t m in ia tu re  of the trad it iona l beehive dom e being on ly  some 3,300 m '
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T em p ora ry  dwelling with open-air kitchen to one side; 
Montshiwa, Bophuthatswana.
Temporary dwelling; Montshiwa. oophuthatswana. 
Temporary dwelling: road Mo.itshiwa to Disaneng,
Bophuthatswana.
Ttemporary dwelling: Morokweng, Bophuthatswana
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in d iam e te r  instead of the usual 5,000 m to  6,000 m and having no centra l 
co o k in g  hearth  nor the usual tw in  posts w h ich  carry  the s truc ture 's  
s u pp o r t ing  trell is. S ig n i f ica n t ly  it was sited on the ou tsk ir ts  of ase tt lem en t 
g ro up ing  of som e  fif teen house  units, none  o f the o thers  being in the 
trad it iona l beehive form.

Rural soc ie ty  genera l ly  also has a large n um be r  of taboos associatou w ith  
death. In the cou rse  o f  f ie ld research tow srds  th is  s tudy, ev idence  o f such 
\ hoos has em erged  in such d ispara te  are? as the C iskei, T ranske i and 
' jp h u th a t  ;wana. all in the fo rm  of deserted, abandoned  and c rum b l ing  
ru ins  of houses w hose  ow ners  died w ith in  the ir  walls. A l th o u g h  no special 
br ie f has been made in the s tudy  o i a sub jec t w h ich  qu ite  c learly  is more 
w ith in  the p rov ince  o f a n th ro p o log is ts  than o f arch itects, u is relevant to 
note that am ongs t theBushm e'~  a com p 'e te  se tt lem ent may be a b ^ ' id on ea  
because a death has taken p lace w h i ls t  the H o tten to ts  are know n to have 
e rected  specia l tem pora ry  hu ts  to accom m o da te  the ir  dy ing  to prevent 
the ir  death f rom  co n ta m in a t in g  a va luab le  house  unit. W here the  il l 
subsequen t y recovered  th e ir  health, they  were  then moved back in to  their 
own houses.

The tem pora ry  nu t ha? also emerged in recent t imes as a s truc tu re  w hose 
very ex is tence  has been necessita ted by e con om ic  factors. Such 
s truc tu res  have been reco rded  large ly in the areas o f the N orthern  Cape to 
the nor th  and west of M a f ikeny  a l though  one  very s im ila r  type was 
recorded  in eastern Lebowa, some 650 km away. They  are essentia l ly  lean- 
to bu i ld ings  cons is t ing  of tw o  m ajor tin her supports  app rox im a te ly  4,000 m 
apart b ridged by a t im be r  beam at a he igh t o f som e 2,000 m. Sheets of IBF' 
are then leant aga ins t this t im t e r  f rame from  e ither side ana the s truc tu re  
is braced by the tw o  end-wa lls , one  o f w h ich  inc ludes a d o o rw a y  open ing  
Th is  results in a house fo rm  w h ich  is t r ian gu la r  in its f ro n t  and rear 
e levations. The  fu nc t io ns  o f such  a te m p o ra ry  hut can be many. In one 
exam ple  reco rded  the o w n e r  was a yo u n g  man w ho  w ished to break away 
from  his parents ' hom e and create  a househo ld  of his own. U n fo r tuna te ly  
he w orked  in K im b e i le y  and had ' i t t le  t im e  to bu i ld  h irnss if a more 
substan t ia l hom e In ano the r  example, a yo un g  Ts vana man had inherited  
his fa ther s house in w h ich  he now resided His yo un g  or ide  lived in such a 
tem pora ry  hut w h i le  she wa ited  fo r  her husband  to build  her her own 
separate house. In yet a th ird  example, a yo u n g  m a r ie d  coup le  lived 
toge ther in a te m p o ra ry  nut w h i ls t  they  both  bu i l t  a m ore  substant ia l hom e 
a longs ide  it and saved up fo r  such luxu r ies  as steel w ind ow  frames and a 
t im be r  door. In each case the m te r t io r .  was to  u lt im a te ly  dem olish  the 
te m p ora ry  s t ru c ’ u re  and cann iba l ize  its m ore  va luab le  materia ls

31
























