Abstract
What is urban change and how does one begin to understand this concept in space? The premise of this research is to understand the use of space and how space changes over time by looking at the three perspectives of space; spatial practice, spaces of representation and representations of space (Lefebvre, 1991) within the Newtown cultural precinct. More importantly from a planning point of view, one wants to really explore the concept of space and the perspectives around how space is perceived versus how space is translated and used.  In essence, looking beyond the physical but really engaging with perspectives and concepts around space, looking at Lefebvre’s (1991) concept of the triad of space, and how urban change in a cultural precinct can be understood from this point of view. 

What is also important is not merely understanding space and peoples’ perspectives in space, but rather finding a way for planning to better understand the nature of urban change amidst changing perspectives and various influences on space, hence looking at concepts of culture; hybridity and creolisation in an effort to interpret and understand peoples perceptions and actions in space and how these are related to aspects of culture or cultural influence. So then how can planning better plan for urban change in a context where there are differing points of view with regard to how space is conceptualised? Moreover what do these multiple changes reveal about the use of space and its connection to aspects of culture, or rather to aspects of hybridity and creolisation?
In essence the purpose behind this research is to explore these various concepts and perspectives and also to look for meanings of space above and beyond what planning has attempted to do over the years when analysing urban change, hence looking at concepts of hybridity and creolisation to better understand and unpack these perspectives of space and how planners can then begin to plan for a ‘better’ cultural precinct which is inclusive of all aspects and elements which influence changes in space, in a sense developing an understanding on how better to deal with the concept of urban change in places like the Newtown cultural precinct. 
