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INTRODUCTION

The Mokopane sollege of Education is located in the township of Muhwelereng witicl lics 5
ki nerth - wosl of the town of Potgietersrus on the great north road to Zimbabwe. It is
situated in a predominantly Ndebelo - speaking area demarcated as Mokerong, which formed
an integral part of the seif-governing hoteland of Lebowa. This collvae started s the first
black state teacher education iustitution under the Nitionulist Government i the Teansvaal In
1948, (1)

The graduates from Mokopane coltego together with the varinus other colleges in this region
were responsible for basic education provided to thousands of students from the late 40s to
the Jate 808 in schoois set up by Bantu Education authoritics. These students spont mest of
their scl:ool vacations working dn farms and agro-industeios in this reglon in the period
betweea tho 1940s and the [ate 1960s,

The initial part of the thesis attempts to show that the development of the Mokepane College
and of subsequent collepes in this reglon broadly accorded with the aims of Bantu Liducation,
aned was closely relnted to the noed to provido tenchers (o stafl; control and teach basic skiils
to studenty rapidly brought tnder Institutional control. i* argues that the production of
teachors catinot be nbstracted from the brosder procoss of edusational massification witnessed
in this reglon, 1t thus played a part in fucilitating the procuss of the social reproduction of'the
black working class in this part of rural South Aftica. With sensliivity Lo the charge of
reductionism, the analysis situales the process of educational restructuring wilhin the context
of the interests of local agriculiural capital and of the broader political econamy.

The major part of he study eoncentrales on resislance al this collego. The 1980s his been a
decndle of resistanco in education. Vary little hus been written on resjsinnee by student
teactiora. [[theroig to bu any restrcturing of toncher endloges, then there needs 1o bo an
understending of power relations and tho forms of reglstanco historiclly opertive in these
institwtions. 1% is within this important area that the relevance of the latter part of this thesis is
{0 be located. Tt also offers o gnge study far exnmining the refutionship between atructural
sonstruets, conseioustoss and tho fssue of human agency.

The study boging by fracing the emergonce of this specifle teacher training institulion in
relation 1o the nature of Bantu Bducation and the political cconomy of the soclal lormation
pertaining (o the period, 1t s therefore Important to start by examining brielly the dominant
inferpretation of Bantu Education,

The dominant appronch to Bantu Bducation until the 19808 was a kberal cconomic une,
pioncersd by Malherbo as well ns Muriel 1Torell who worked under tho avspices of the South
Africnn Institito of Race Relations (SAIRR). It demonstrated, with externisive relerence Lo
stntistics, the inequalities that accompanied soparation aceording to race. (2) The
establishment of Bantu Education was viewed as a kind of racist ideology provailing ngainst
capitalist rationality which thwarted the Inhorent developmental and liberalislng capabilitics of
a [tee economy, 1t was argucd that blacks hind boon excluded Mrom advanced education al n
time of acuto skilied fabour shortages. (3)

I the 1980s, studies by Unterhalter, Wolpe (1989) and Cross (1989}, point out that while (he
liberal eritique pravided a very important rofutation of the segregationist position, its narrow
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ABSTRACT

This thesis concerns itself with resistance during tho decade of the 80s. Much of the literature has
focussed on student resistance. Theve hag in general been very little that has examined resistance
of student teachers, Student teachers are vital change agents in education for the future, Ifthere
is to be any intervention in teacher training colleges, then there needs to be an understanding of
Tistorical power relations and the forms of resistance in these nstitutions, The aim of the research
report is to documers and explain why and how student teachers at the Mokopane College of
Education become pelitically militant during the decade of the 80s. The contention is that under
extremely repressive and authoritarian conditions such as those faced by student teachers in
homeland institutions, resistance can take many forms. Fowever, as the study concludes, it
became general and militant in this instarice, only when it was able to break out of its isolation and
establish links with wider polities! structures. This study is based on primary sources, interviews
attd secondary sources. It has engaged archival sources ag well as important interviews ftom both
activists and teactiers who have taught under both Misslonary and Bantu Education,
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teacher-trainees
politicisation
unionisation
critical-consciousness
resistance
contradiction
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Hs consequent focus on the Aftlean homeland’, (9) However as Cross has pointed oul, the
change in teachor ourriculum was parl of a process inltiated in the Transvaal in 1905, ratified
in 1915 and again under Bantu Bducriion, (10)

The discussion that follows attempts to establish the relation between this sollege and the
pragess of centralisation and reconstruction of educaiion, engineered under Banty Lduention,
Iwill firgt oxamine the socio-economic and political imperatives that fed rapidly Lo the
broadening of the educational hase at primary level, showing how this creuted concditions for
the social repraduction of labour. The analysls (theroaler proceeds to argue Ut the
establishment of this vollege and of subsequent colleges broadly aceorded with the need (o
provide teacliers to teach Dasie skills and transmit othor aspects of liegemonic currieulum fo a
large and Increasing proportion of students in primary schools ereated under Baniu Edueation,

Prawing ot certain historical precedents, Hyslop has demonstrated that in general the
{ransition to mass schooling coincided with the development of monogioly capitafist
industeialisation and sought to solve the promblomy of now labour needs and sooiul contral,
It also soupht o repulnte the lives of working clasa youth and to establish ruling class politicnl
hegemony, (11) Hystop's analysis on the transformation of the educationnl order under
conditions alluded to shove, provide intccesling comparisons and scem in reho cerlain
simtilnrities when axtended to covar the cotext and process of edueatii  estructuring set in
motion under Bantu Bdueation in this spoeific context.

It hias been argued by Cross and Chishelm {1990) that by the 1950s, monopolies constituted
the dominant feature of the African econoiny, not only In mining, commerce and industry, but
In agriculture na woll, {12) ‘The historieal evidonce sugpests thal this was also tme of'the
process ol nagrarian trangitlon in his region. This development was accompanicd by seme
drastic ehanges in the sonditions of black labour and of its repraduction in this spegilic
context, There was also the breakdown of traditional forms of control with implications for
tho Issue of sogial control so easontinl for labour stabilisation. The discusston ollowing argues
that the rostructuring of the eduentional tervaint fn this province was otte among dilferent
slralepios adopled by the state to slabilise biack Inbour and guarantes the conditions for the
reproduction of agrarian capital,

By the into 19408 and 19508, this sub-regiot of the Northersy Provinee witnessed dramatic
growih of' specialised agriculture accompanied by rapfd mechanisatlon and capitalisation. This
specliio district for expmple became one of the leading producers of certain cultivars of
tobacew, vitrus, groundnuis and lnter cotlon with o well-doveloped oxport market during the
poriod under review, (13 This incrensingly generated tho need for a mors regimented
workloree equipped with bagle skills and an internalised work othic,

While employment opportunities for Afticans in many urban areas expanded s a resuft ol the
growth of secondary Industrinlisation durlng the pariod of the 19403, serious fand shortagos in
the reserve arens resulted in impoverishment and lack of ceonomic prospects for the majority
of allicans In the reserves. (14) This nccelerated the exadus from the reserves to the wban
and peri-urban arens, predominantly from whitesowned irms. (15) African (rmworkers of all
nges, but mainly the younger men and women turned Lo temporary or permanent migration to
the towns for purposes of survival, (16) The migration of youth, both male and fomale,
critically affeated the farmers, because it was for thom an immense movemant off' the land of
thair most produative workers, (17)



CHAPTER |

THE RATIONALE UNDERLYING THE BMERGENCIE OFF THI;
MOKOPANE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

This chapter traces the rationale underlying the development of the Mokopane Collepe within
the witler sosio~-cconamic and political context. It contends that the smergence of the collegue
cannol be abstracted [rom the protess of educalional massification evideneed in this terrain
turing the late 19408 and 19508, The historical ovidenee seoms Lo sugpest thal thousands of
students were rapidly brought ander fustitutional control under Bantu Edueation and their
labour regularised in agro-Industrios and farms in this region. The implication for the
argument is that the emorgence of Mokopane College and of subsequent collages in this
region was closcly related to the need to provide teachiers to stall, control and teach basic
gkills to Uie burgeoning tumber of studonts in these schools rapidly created under Bantu
Gdueation, With sensltivity (o the charge of reductlonisns, the analysis sliuaies state policy
within tho conflicting interests of different sectors of eapital.

The Mokopnng Teacher Training College was the flrst black {eacher alucation institution
established in 1948 in the Transvaal under the now Nationalist Government, (1) The
Nationalist iden of extending separate dovelopment to all facets of society included the siting
of Mokopane Colloge in an ares whish was later Lo become part of the homeland of Lebowa.
Hartshorne suggests that tho molive was {o minkmise the inlucnce of missionary educition,
especinlly thoss that were English medium, in favour of Afrikener influence in (he education of
the Alilean, This, it was believed, could bo exercised through fncreased state control, (2)

The appolntment of Div M. J. Madiba as principal of the College in 1948, was no coineidence,
He warked in the reglon as an associale Inspector with G.I1. Prauz s carly na the 19408, (3)
Mmincle writes that :

"The founder principal himself, Or, M.). Madiba was o prolific writer, who was
dotermined to promote the Northern Sotho language. Tle was n prolagonist of
mother-longue instruction ag well. (4)

Iaving weitten (wo novelettes, namely " 'Tsiri * (19425 and "Nkotsana" (1958), He also
wroto a primary schoel reador series Mahlontebo. (5) This was preseribed reading under
Baniu Education for sub A to standard VI, at alt primary ichools within tho Lebowa region
until the late 60s. 1o was alse reported Lo linva condueted ofal interviews in the ate 40,
caleulated 1o gather information on Northern Sothe folklore and idioms. (6)

In conjunction with inspeetor G.11 Franz and Achterburg, o was instrumental in
implementing the policy of mother-tongue ingtruetion at all primary schools within the reion
(7} From 1956, tho salient feature in the lower primary classes was instruction through thie
mothe.«tongue with both Bnglish and Alitkaans taught s subjects. (8)

Black teachers, notes Randull, were to bo important agents in the inefusion of'the propor
rtindset among the black youth, He argues thal a teacher ciueation curriculum was developed
under Bantu Educatlon, that suited the Intentions of its protagonists in its cmphasis on
seripture, manual {ratning and the vernacular and an adberence to the policy of upartheid with

8
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11, Tol, p. 62,
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15, Cornoy nndd Levin, Schooling and Wark iothe Democeatic Siate, (Stanford University Pross, 1988

th. . Hyslon, pp. 30 - 86,

15, M. Monyokolo, * How should we understand the relatlonsliip between sehool surriculuin and the wider
gociul strueture 7 * { M.A. dissortatlon, Unlversily of London, Scptember, 1994), . 0. Scenlso
Giddans. “the Constitutlan of Soclaty: Chrtling of the theary of. Strusturation,  University of Californin
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17. M.W. Apple, "Resistanes and Contrndietions In Class, Caltare and the Statg : Culture ag Lived H " in
Telueation and Powver, (Landon, 1982 ), p. 106,




exprossion of an oppositional culture and of viewing the educational ierrain as an important
sitc of struggle.

Chapter four analyses the period of resistance belween 1989 - 1991, This perfod,
churacierised by (he development of 4 structurat ctisis, shows how cconomic, demregraphis
and institutional features coupled with tho element of spontancous student reaction, lised Lo
shape the form and conlent of student reslatance. Similar (o the students in Everharl's study
who "clenrly excroise a fair amount of informal power in the school setting”, this chapier
ghows how the students In this sludy also "both participate in and ol least partially reproduce
hegemonic idelopies". (17) This chapter further probes the issue of “critical conselousness™
a3 il relates to aspeets of student action duting this period at this institution,

~This thesis employed rescarch stralegiea such s archival work and interviews, which were
integrated with secondary reading material. Archival work involved data collestion from the
"Polgiclersrus Tabuk Ko-operasic” archives, the "Morester” nowspaper arehives as well as the
Mokopane College archives. However, malerial on the carly history ol the coliege proved
diffeult to locate, This was a regult, I was informed, of the mispiacement of essential files
during the process of (he relocation of the college in the carly 1990s. 1 was very forlunate (o
have focated o bateh of files ud the college archives which provided rivh primary source
material suel ag the minutes of Governing Council meetings and official correspondences
between the College Administration and the Lebowa Dapartment of Education, pertaining o
issues of studont resistance, These files also gave an indication of the official college palicy
spanhing the decade of the 80s,

The research frther consirted of interviows with studenty and aetivists who were particularly
involved during the heat of struggle in this regton, This provided Important inslghts inlo the
stratogies and nature of resistance employed, Their evidonce, in many inslances was
corroboratod with evidence ublained [rom official files. Interviows were alse conducted with
former teochers Sydnoy Maaka tnd Peter Mashabeln, who both taught unuer the missionary
and Bautu Bducation systorms. As concerns aspeots of the resisiance history of the
Polgiotersurs district pertaining to the period of the {9408, I was extremely lucky to have
securod an interviow with Qottlich Moctio, a former member of' a trade union moventent who
played & potitical role in the town of Potgictersrus it the late 403 and early 50s. Thore was
also vt important Interview with Mr, Slattery, who was 8 partoer In the foromost engineering
firm servicing the needs of farmers in Polglelersurs and larger distrlels from the mid-30s ta the
It 60s. Thesa interviews provided an important glimpse into tho nature of the agrarian
fransitian in this replon,
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1. K. Hnrishorne, Crises.and. Challenns iBlagk Edyeniion J910.» 1999, (Cape Town University Pross, 1992),
P 228
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3. M, Cross, "A Flistarieal Review of Uducntion in Souih Alvicn : lowards an arsessmemd" in Comparitive
Edueniinn Vol, 22, No, 2, 1986, p. 192 « 193,
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'disidentifteation’, in Tikly's words, it poses a chalienge to the subject position posited by Lhe |
dominant discursive formation, 1t thue works on and against prevailing practices of
ideologteal subjection and can be brought sbout by political and ideological strugples. (16)

There is the conlention above that struetures, apart from being determining, can also be
enabling, This, coupled with the notion that n change In conseiousness can be brought about
by politicat and ideological strugglo, provides us witli a Uteoretical fromework closer to
indersianding the impact of counter-hegemonic structural foreds on mass consciousness. ‘This
is euecially relevant when applied to the development and impact of' & counter<hegemonic
bloc on tha national resistanae struggle In South Alfrica, It is also parlicularly useful when
applied io this specific case-study. It shows for exsirale, how counter-hegemonic structures
emanating from the national resistance struggle increasingly impaoted on consciousness even
at the regional level and importantly influericed the dctlon of agents within the institution under
study. Closely related to Gramsei's notion of the role of organic intellectunls, this study also
shows how the action of the relevant role players determined In Wwrn conditions within (his
institution and it immediate contoxt,

This thesis draws on rovisionist wriler's such as Levin, Moll, Molteno, D Clorg, ysiop,
Cross, Chisholm and Enslin as well ns Seckings to holp analyse critically certain aspects of' the
Form and content of student resistance. 1t has also drawn on both Gramsei and Applo to
expiain the contradictory aspeels of resistance in this specific Ingtilution,

The study that follows is arranged in four chapters. The first chapter outlines the dominant
features of the agrarian oconomy of this region, covering bricfiy the decades jual prior (o
National Party coritrol, It procueds to analyse the general and speelfic political economy
illustrating the broader labour erisis pertaining to the period. 'T'his chnpter shows (e emerging
diffieuity over securing and regimenting tabour within the context of the specific agrarian
(rangition add ils articulation to tha urban political economy. In its relationship to educational
dovelopment, it shows how the reconstructed form and content of sducation in its articulation
1o the speoilic agrarian ecopomy played a role In providing fulure labour with the required

~ level of preparation and conduct needed for the specilic nature of the cconomy.  Within the

context of tha broader labour crisds, the state, amonyg some of the methods employed lo
control, regulate and secure choap labour for the agriculiural scotor, diectly haruessed,
propared and employed student [abour as ono meuns in {ts attompt 10 guarantes the conditions
for ihe roproduction of capital. The Mokopane Colloge is firmly entrenched within this
contexl, This chaplor makos (he argument that the emergence ol Mokopane College and
subsequent collogos of vducation Metlilated the need to produce teachers to stafl’, contral,
teach basie skills and impart other aspeots of the hegemonic curriculum ¢ students rapidly
broughy under inglitutional controf by Bantu Eduention,

Chapter (wo turns to a conslderation of the institutional context and terrain of the resistanco
subsoquontly analysed. It shows how the administration and eontrol of tho ingtitution, through
& natwork of rules and surveillance practices served to «atrench control over the student body.

Chaptor three records aspeots of informal power posed by studonta agninst institutional power
and explores this in Lerms of the concepts of ageney, conlestatlon and struggle, This chapter
also shows how teachers and studonts conlest and mediate elements of the sehoo! curreulum,
Chapter (hree in many ways exemplifies rovisionist contentions, 1t stresses the importance of
the concept of relative autonomy by showing the capacity of agents to creale spaces for the
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While the first part of this thesis situates the extablishment of this Colleps within the contex)
of Bantu Edueation, the latter part argues against the functionalist tendencics of
reproductionist thought by a focus on resistance ag displayed by students in this specilic
institution. Ilyslop (1990) argues that the reproductionist position canniot account for those
periods and fonlures of education policy in which capital's needs wore not met by the
education system, Rather, at particular points, Bantu Education policy assisied capitalist
dovelopment and in other momonts and other aspeots, obstructed it. (9) This posilion has
affinitics with Wolpe's recent argument that :

~dhe relationship belween capltalism and white domination must be scon as &
historioally contingent, not a necessary one.,.the relationship will be both fuactional
and contradiclory at the same time : functional for the reproduction of certain relations
and class positions and contradiclory for others. (10)

Clriticising Rarthor the finctionalist aspect of reproductionist thought, Dystop argues that
where Bantu Edueation served capitalist inlerests, that resull was the ouleome of successful
political siruggles by capital. (11) Hyslop draws on Poulanitzas' view of the state as a field of
conflict; on the one hand, confliots between Lhe different enpitalist fractions and also belween
the dilferent stale apparatuses, and on the other, between dominant and dominated classes,
Subsequently, the stale is seon neither as neutral arbiter, nor as an instrument of domination,
but as & baitleficld. (12) In keeping with Poulanizag' views, Carnoy and Lovin have developed
an apptoach that soes the siate educational structure as a field of struggle between contending
class foreos. [t is argued that capitalist fractions struggle to define the reproductive needs
that they want the education system to fulfil and to finve those needs mot by the stale,
Fowever, dominated olasses also atiempt Lo impose their ow 1 educational aims on the state.
(I

The forms that the education systom tukes is an outcome of those intoracting struggles. It is
constanily reshapod by confliot, Such an approach (nkes the importance of both structure and
agency inlo account and shows how popular movenients have shaped oducallion policy,
espocially during the lust decads and a half. Thus the revoll of 1976 led to thic withdrawal of
the Alrikanng instruction policy and the change from Banty Bducation to DIT and some
modification of depariment poliey. The De Lange repord, prociuiming the attempt 1o relorm
educntion in the 1980s, emerged from the periad of the 1980 school boycotts, The rethation
of raclal inequalitias in educational spending must be scen within the context of government's
atlempts (o relhshion education Lo contain the massive youlh revolis of the 1980s, (- )

Tho stureture-agonay dualism provides o strong case aguinst ¢rade determinism aned brings to
{he fore the concept of telative autonomy. Such an analysis alfows us to locato schools within
the wider sovio-ceonomio and political gontext, [t nlso allows us 1o examine the structural
constreints that lpact on the day to day running of the school on the one hand and enables us
Lo undlerstund the role of consslous human ageney on the other.

IL is also this concorn to reconcile the structuralist and humanist approaches that lics at the
heart ol Gidden's theory of structuration. In contrast to the structurc-agoncy dualism, It
sponks of the dualily of structure and argues that structure Is not only a constraining or
dalermining feature of life, but is in fact also enabling. Structures, it is argued, act as both the
medium and outcomo of the reproduction of social activity. Agents, according o Giddens, are
capable of making a difference. (15) This shares similarities to Pecheux's coneept off
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focus precluded it from posing questions about the conditions of reproduction and change
within the education system. The c(fect, it is stated, was to obscure the impact of economie,
political and ideological changes in the society on educational slrugxles. (4) The altempl
merely to desoribe the development of educational policy, argues Cross, without ai the same
lime {o probiematise cither the process of schoolitig itself or the historical context of which it
forms a part is also criticised. (5)

The inadequaties of the liberal critique in analysing education in refation Lo capitalist ushered
in the emergence of a new generation of educationists and historians who, arguing within the
niew-marxisl tradition, contended that South African education had to be understood
predominantly in terms of the needs it had fulfilled of the dominani capitalist class. In direct
rebuttal of the liberal critique, Kallaway argucs

The state policy of Bantu Bducation was tiot an 'irrational’ interlude in South African
politics, as it is olten presented in liberal literature, but a refloction of the state's
allempt to secure the appropriate conditions for the reproduction of capital in general
at a particular phage of South Africa's political development under the hogemony of
Afrikaner Nationalist ideology in the 19508 and 1960s. (6)

This thesis draws on the richnessof this more radeat scholarship of South Aftican educational
historiography. It presents a brief historical rnalysis of the specific agratian cconony in its
relationship to the rural educational terrain gl supporic the view articulated by
Kailaway above. However, it needs to be noted that most revisionist writers in their
consideration of the rural context of Baniu Education, have relegated ita importlance to an
attempt by the state {o oreate functionaries to both servico and provide the ideological
logitimacy for the homeland system, Thero has been a neglect of & more fosused analysis of
specifis agrarian cconomies and their articulation Lo the rural educational terrain, This thesis
argues that the economic imperatives warrant as sorious a consideration as the political for o
clearer understanding of the nature of Bantu Bduaation, Such an nnalysis brondens our
understanding of thoe niature of Bantu Education in particular and of South African educalional
historiography it general,

The Initial part of this study draws on Morris' analysis of agrarian transition and Pogel's
annlysis of the relationship between agricultural interests and the state prior Lo 1948, Their
studies provides crucial information on the deloriorating relationship between farmors and
youth labour and vividly records farmers' incessant pleas for the stabilisation of the labour
foree which wers made throughout the decades of the 308 and 403, Their coverage of the
labour tenancy system also extends to cover the far reaches of thoe Northern Province, (7)

Vi Niekork's case study of the historical growth of the Zebedicla Citrus Estate is also of
purticular use to our study becuse it provides important insiphts into the unevennoss of the
procesa of agrarian transition in this reglon, (8) Her study, arguing against any unilinear

progr sion, shows how vulnerable corlain erops were Lo market conditions and the vagaries
o' nature. 1t also takes account of the tensions over labour between Northern agricultural
interosts and the Governmont throughout (he decades of the 20s, 30s and 40s. This is of
particular concern because this study situales the educational process within the context of the
National Party Government's frantio atlempts to resolve the critical issue of labour shortages
as it pertained to that speaific period,
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Natlonalist Government wes determined to site all Aftionn teacher training and Universily
facilities in the homelands and :

As teachers were subject to influx control regulations, having tratned in these rural
institutions, they could not take up posts tn urban institutions because they did nol
have rosidence rights, (49)

Morcover, as Cross and Chishoim have argued, the establishinent of tertiary institutions in
homelands ‘would also provide a means of ideologica! incorparation in the bantustans of an
elite to staff'ita apparatus’ (50)

To summarise, the pefiod of the 1940s and 1950 saw rapid stridesint’  process towards
agrarian capitalisation in this rogion which intensifisd the production process and inerensed the
demantt for more reghinented labour. While agro-Industries and farmers' needs lor labour
expanded, the process of proletarianisation resulted In large migrations of youth Lo the urban
arens. 'This was a sovere sotback for commercial agriculture, which constdered (his as a loss of
ils most productive labour, The period also witnessed the brenkdowa of traditlonal forms of
control and gacialisation problems of lnsubordination: and desertion of workers which alfected
farmers crilically during seasonal harvest. The study has nlso afluded to the tonsions within
'nntionn! capital!, predominantly over Jabour, that persisted throughout the decades of the 30s
ond 408. All these factors combined with the structura] InelMcionctoes of missionary institulions
to provide sufficient quantities of lnbour for u rapldly changing agrarian ceonomy, were
precipitatating factors in the stute’s move to carnestly set aboui a restructuring process in
education that brought vast tumbers of youth under contro! and regulartsed their lnbour on
farms and agro-industries jn this rogion. In this way it also provided a soclally acqulcsceni
ideology, procured and prepared labour (e stabifise and guarantee the conditions for the
roproduction or accumulation of capital in this region. The analysis concurs with Hyslop's
obsorvalion that "educational terraing are restructured by dominant classes preeisely because it
required schools to play o reproductive role”, (51)

An important contention of this chapter hing been that the establishment of the Mokopane
College cannot ba abswracted from the contoxt of the procoess of mass primary educniuon
discussed above, 1t has argued that thie emergencoe ol this college, the content of ecdugation
and the subsequent restructusing of colleges previously under misslonary contro), satisfied Lhe
tlesipna of Bantu Education, It broadly accorded with the need 1o train and provide tenchers
for purpuses of stalling, controlling and tranamitting baste skills and other aspocty of the
hegemonia curriculum to the burgeoning hurbers of students incrensingly brought under
institutional control, With sensitivily 1o the charge of reductionism, the nnalysls hns situated
gtate policy within Lha conllicting Intorests of different sectors of capital. 1L would also caution
agolnst any over-sinple corrospondence between the economy awl schooling which :

underostimates the compiuxity of the institutional forms of capitalist saclely, of which
schools aro one and the fact that these areas are sites of strugple and contradictions,
rather than meshanistic response Lo capitallst demands, (52)

[ndeed, 0s subsequent chaptars will show, the Mokopano Callege itself becanie an fmpot(ant
site of strugplo and contradiction.
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"Tha post-standard 6 certificate course which prepared students to teach in the lower primary
school consisted of the following subjedis :

Mother Tongue, English, Aftikaans, Arithmetic, Religious Education, Heaith
Physical Bducstion, Bnvironment and Socinl Studies, Nature Study, Musie, Arl and
Craft, Neediework and Agricuitural Science,

Profegsional subjeets included :

Principles of Bducation, Child Study and General Method, School Organisation,
Chalkboard Work und 2ducational Media (Teaching Aids). (43)

Thie students also did 'Practios ‘Tenching' In local sehiools with Mether Tongue mainly used
s medium of instruction.

The subjeots offered in tho higher primary elasses st schools (stundards 11! = V1 } consisted of':

Religious Instruction, Afvikaans, English, Vernincutar, Arithmetic, Social Studics,
Health Education, Nature Study, Singing and Games, Needlowork lor girls, Tree
Planting and Soil Congcevatlon for boys, Fandwork A for both boys and girls,
Homoeral} for girls {Slandard V and V1), Agriouftural Sclenca for botl boys and glils
(Standard J11 - V), (44)

The currdeulum certainly displays a vocational bins and was geared 1o instruction in basic
comtunication, literacy and numeracy with a stress on agricultural fundamentals. This suited
tho loeal ngrarian economy and did not warrant tralning beyond noy semi-skilfed lovel, Apart
from the vernneular, there was also inoreasing smphosis on ngriculiurat scionce and Alviknans
which recelved stringent periodic ingpection. (45) This was in accordnnee with polley which
dictated that labguage to bo used would be decided on (he basis of which was the predominant
Inngunge amonygst the white community In the area involved. (46) Afler the introduetion of
tho Bantu Hduoslion Act, Affiknans was thus introduced as the first offleial language as carly
ns sub I3, whilo English was to be Introduced in Sid One threa yeats later. *This alfeated all
African sehaols stretehing ram Nylstroom to Poigielersrus and further North, (47) The
prurpase of this typo of lnnguage instruction was undoubledly (o feilitite communication in
{ho langunge of the employer, The currieulum, witti its empliasis on celigious instrugtion,
coupled woth the overt and covert code of conduct that scheols often Instll in their students,
thus provided a soclally nequicscent ideology,

In order 10 incrense the produetion of more tenchars for the lower primary schools, the
Department of Bantu Bducation in the mid 509 carnoatly sot aboud establishing four junior
sceandary schools wi:h hoatel fecilitlos in the rogion and introduced (he Lower Primary
Teachers Courso (LI'I'C) in addition 1o the Junior Sueondary Course within these sehools,
These woere Arthurseat (near Acorphoek), Mokemene (nenr Sockinckanr), Ngwana-Mohube
(near Pietersburg), and Emmarentin Geldentuys (noar Warnbaths). The oxisting missionnry
Teacher ingtitutions such as Botlicadn and Botshabelo, which were inerensingly browght under
Departmental control, ware alue Wstructed Lo offer the Lower Primary Teachers' Course in
nddition (o the Higher Primary Teachers' Course, (48) Tho rapid establishment of these
additionn! teacher Lraining couracs was also in keeping with the poliey ol influx control. The
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late 6Os under Bantu Bdueation, There is evidence 10 suggest that o large proportion ol
students from ihese seliools eventunlly becamo permanent employces on these agro-industrics
rnd fremms in this region, (34) This accomodated Wie necds of o changing local agrarian
cconomy which was rapidly oxpanding, intensifying production and displaying a growing lovel
- of'meehanisation. This inereasingly demanded a labour force cquipped with bagie skifls, a
fovel of numeracy and an internalised work ofhle. Tho massive expansion of education thus
prepared, procured and brought vast numbers of youth under u curriculum that was to impact
on their “outlook and employabitity”.

It is nlso important to note that Bantu Hducation remalned solely under NAD jurisdietion until
the inte [950s. (35) 1t was through this speclfic organ (NAD) that the Nationulist Pasty
instituted its influx control policy ag an Instrument for procuring and controlling the allocation
of African lnbour, 1L is also important (o note that Biselen, whe played a crueial role in
fashioning Bantu Hdueation policy , was appointed Sceretaey « MNativo Affalrs in 1951, This
appointment was made over the lieads of more senior and experienced NAD oflicers. (3()
Ho thus played a erucial rolo in addressing the labour crisis,

To legitimaie the use of student labour, the state co-opted tribal chicls who medinted between
farnsees and porents thereby ereating the conditions for securing child labour. The frmers
would approach the chiafs just prior to school vaeation pertods and the relevant ehiefs would
subsequently convena meetings with parcnts to secure their permission. (37) Aspects ol
customary faw were sirenpthened with the * Tribal Authorities Act * and nwst be seen within
the context where capital eontinues to rely upon the survival or revival of tradilional or
patriarchnd forms of control as a means of procuring cheap and disciplined labour. (38) The
analysis 1+ 19 for scemy to coneur with Lo view that

-Given the role of schooling in the reproduction of labour and without resorting to a
reductioniat argumont, it is not unexpoeted thal these changes in the conditions off
_ black tnbour and its roroduction, both urban and rural, would result in some response
i the arca ol schooling, (39)

‘I'he discussion now lollowing shows the establishment of Mokopane Cullege us integral to the
progess of educational masslfieation sketehed nbove.

Tho Moekopans colloge started by offering the native Primary Higher Tenchers’ Certilieate
Course (N.P.H.Y, which was chunged in hane 1o the Lowar Primary Tenchers' Clourse
{LPT.CY in 1949, This course was Inter followed Ly the FHgher Primary Teachery' Course
{I1.1.7.C.) which gould be taken afier successful completion of the ju for certifients. (40)

The Department worked on minimum agademic cerlificaie requirements and caralied students
willi a pass in slandard V110 the Lower Primary Teachers' Course. The L.PUT.C. was
concerned wilh work in tho lower primary school (Sub-standard A 1o ste wiard 2 ), while the
HLT.C. was concarned with work in higher privnary schools (standard 3 to standard & ), (41)
The eollego later introduced a Primary Teachers' Certilicate course whict was a merger of the
LAT.CL and the ILINT.C, effected in 1969, (42) The P.T.C. ¢ourse prey aredd studonts (v

~ teach from sub-standard A to standard 6 (lator Lo standard 5). Thus, until he Tate 608 the
courses aflercd al Mokopana College were generally geared Lo prepare st dent teachers for
work in the primary schools,
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The South Aftican Agricultural Union ( 8.A.A.U.) on which the Potgietersrus Tobacco
Co-op wug well represinled since Lhe eatly 1940s, (25) reached consensus in 1944, that new
forms of state soniral over farm labour were immediately required. They ndvocaied
dilferentialion between agricultural and industrial labour, to be created by erceting influx
control barriers on farm workers migration townwards, (26)

As 1 resull of the dramatic cconomlc growtii of the late 1930s and 19403, the urban Afriesn
M Jletarint continued to oxpand, reflecting the growing white demand for Afifean labour in an
incrensing variety of jobs, (27) while white farmors as has been noted, complained bitteely
aboul critical labour shorlages, However, as the industrial dependence on African iabour
decpened, 8o too did the white electorate's alarm ai the growing militancy and volatilily of
urban Afiican workers, In contrast to the relative quiescence of the 1930s, rhe
sacio-ceonamic conditions of tho 405 ushered in a decade of political turbule. e, rising
political expectations and milllancy, (28)

‘The Aftikaner Nationalist alliance thal came to power in 1948, though having compeling
conceptions of apartheid rolating Lo white dependence on Alrican labour, had 8 vommitment (o
tha politica! disenfranchisement of Africans as an cssentinl condition of renewed white
political supremacy, In attempting o resolve both the labour and political crises, the national
Party througt: its organ, the Natlve Affalrs Department (NAD), instituted ils influx control
policy as an Instrument For procuring and controlling the allocation of Alrisan labour and
extending control over the cilies by limiting the prowth of the urban Aftfcan proletnriat. NAD
thus undertook to ensure an adequate supply of Aftican labour lo white employers in both (he
urban and rural areas.(29) In an atiempt to deny polivical {ranchise to Africans and destroy
emerging Alvican Nationalism, the Nationalists embarked on retribalisation. The result was a
fragmentation that would obstruct the further development of black nationalistn, (30) 1t was
peimatily for this purpose that the Bantustans were devised and white political supromacy
ensuied.

Some of the laws and pyntices enagted by the stale 1o procure and distribute labour for [arms
were, the Polly Olfender’s aot, prison labour as well ag efflux control measures (measures
instituted 1o stop the Mlow of abour at tho source, which in this instance meant taems). (31)
The state also barnessed and progured student Inbour (akin to youth labour) ns one means in
its attenipt to address the labour crisis and guarantee the conditions for the reproduction of
agricultural capital. This it did by rapidly expanding the oducational buse at lower lovels ol
schooling and bringing enormous numbers of students under institutional eontrol and
regularising their Jabour on farms and agro-dade™ * o this region. By 1962 there were 200
144 students registered in rural norlhern Transy. seding at this point in time oven that
of the Southetn Transvaal {32) - pi1 increass of ov-.. ... JOD students since 1957, and nearly
300 000 since its incoption, (33) It becomes clear that Bantu Education vastly increase| a
work force prepared for somi-gkilled labour, From tha {9508 many thousands of studerits
from the various sehools around the Potgiotersrus demarcated region worked on citrus,
peanut, tobacco and cotton fields as well os in related pgro-industrios. They were used in a
labour cyelo that involved planting, tonding, harvesting as well as sorting and grading. Most
of them worked during thelr school vacations which coincided with the agricultural eysle.
Thoey worked alongside both tenant lsbourers and part-time Jabourers trucked in during
seusonal harvests from Altiean reserves around (he aren. The historical evidence scoms Lo
suggest that in this region, student employment on farms was already in existence under
misstonary education, but was used more extensively from the mid ~ 50s to Lhe
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Reports indicate Lhat by the 1930s, 70 persent of men {rom the Potgietersius arca were said Lo
be working in the mines. As a result ol overerowding and land deprivation, the immediate
vicinily around Polgictorsrus, which wag the Vaaltyn location was “likencd to the Sabara
Desert and singled out by betterment planners as one of the worst in the Transvaal™. (18) The
tensions over labour between Northern agricultural interests, urban industelal interests and the
governiment persisted throughout the decades of the 30s and 40s in this region. As the
following statement indicates, labour during this period was proving extremely difficull to
procure. The estate manager, Mr, P. Quinn of Zebedieln, the premicr South Afienn citrus
exporter, based in this region, prevailed upon the Dirgotor of Native Laboue in 1936 to
restructure existing regulations to make it casior for the esiate {o contract black labx 1w outside
the Union, Mo commented that ;

It i5 no exngperation 1o say that due Lo the present labour scarcily, the ihau. v«
dovelopment of the Northorn Transvaal as well as both farming snd mining on which
millions of capital has been spent, may be wrecked soon unless the labour regulations
are adjusted to meet modern requirements. (19)

A. Picnanr, who wrote an article on the historical growth of the Potgietersrus Tobiceo Co-op
(P.T.K.) also observed that

Dit ig interrosant dat in 1937 gekla 1s cor dio ernsitge tekorl aan arbeid en dit ls pewyt
nan die feit dat groot petalle acbicid deur die inyna geweorl word, Drie jaar later word
diesel{de klag geopper....{20)

I'he Souith Altican Apricultrual Union (S.A.A.U.) during the fate 305 and throughout the
decade of the 40s, speaking on beltalf of farmers in general complained about the singie most
debilitating problem of recurring labour shoriages, This problem had arisen primarily beeause
large numbers of Africans chose o work in urban areas above employinent on white larms
paying considerably lower wagos. (21)

The igsuc of sovial contro! and the stabllisation of labour was & recurting coneern for
commercial agriculture. The curtailment of fand and grazing resulied in a detorioration of the
raoinl situation within rura) arcas with farmers complaiping that Africans “fave fost respeot for
them", and resigned to the fact that “a strained relationship between the two oxists now™.
They also complainod that “the young natives treat their contraciual obligations with
contompt™, (22) Commenting on tho nature of ihe labour tenaat system, Morris writes ;

The effeats of the economic class struggic .a the political and ldeolopienl aspeots of
labour tenancy were suoh that ihe very structure of nalive administration in the rural
arens seemed Lo bo threatened, It ale away ai the basis of the saclal and ideological
role of chiief and headmait on the farms and was a source of friction betwaen the state
{Department o Native Affairs) and many farmers,...(23)

As the Farm  Labour commitiee sommented fn 1939
Instead of a class of skilled and contended agricultrual lnbourero being developed, wo

have a clags of Natives who divide their servicos between agricullure nnd industry and
soldom aitain any high degree of proficioney in either...(24)
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4,6. Lebowa Recter's Council

Witl: the increaging politicisation of College from the mid - 805 unwards, Reclors [rom the
various Colleges within the region formed the Lebowa Reclor's Council. This council's rale
extended to co-nrdinate control over students, At a mecting held at the Modjadji College in
August 1087, a recommendation by the Rector's Council advocared thid

The Rectors should be permitted to have a "say™ in the Gons of'n
recommendation (confidential report) when products from colleges are fnally
employed by the Department of Kducation. This will help in cwrbing the
disciplinary problems encountered at solleges (rom student«leacliers iF such a
roport is acknowledged and considered in ail new appoiniments. The
hohaviour of many student-teachers feaves mueh o be cesired. (48)

5. Aspeets of the Hegentonie Curriculum
&1, Induction Course

‘The slate's atlempt Lo foster a regimented apolitical teacher corps was af times quite explicitly
ombedded within the curriculum ag an induction course offered 1o students at the Mokopane
Coilege in 1979 demonstrates, The purpose of' the induction course was "to impress ideos
upon the minds of young officers and new cntrants Lo the Public service in avder to establish a
high standard of oficiency and conduct", Among some of the "important factors” Lo be bore
in nind wero an "undivided alleglance” and “loyally" to the "Government Serviee”, the
"Deparitment” and "senior officers™. Irainca (cachers were moreover asked 1o pequaint
themselves with {he provision of the "Public Servige Act", and to "have a sound knowledpe"
of their "conditions of service", Thoy wore reminded to avoid "politics” awd "confrontation at
all tosts". (46) In other words, the stale tried to fostor togehing ns a type of "Prufossionalisny®
{ofally abstracted from the political reality of socioly. Student feachers wore thus called upon
{o "sel an example in many things" as they were "looked upon as an clite gorps of men s
waomen”. (47) Apart ffom oxtornal cogrclon charnctoristios of "otal institutions” the soflege
piso contained clotetits of "greedy institutions" as It tended Lo "rely on voluniary vomplianee
and Lo evolve meany of activating loyally and commitment”. (48) These recommendntions
were thus designed (o bind teachers (o # comprehensive code of conduat,
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a meoting of other ¢lass leaders. Such o meeting would only be "called by (he Reetor or his
roprosentative”, These class feaders were moreover required to “perform their duties during
't ollege hours' and studly lime" and were Lo report all their requirements steietly to the "class
Jocturer®. (41) Similar to the "inmates" in Chisholm's study, on reformatories and industrial
sehools in the 303 and 40s, disciplinary control over students was also "exercised through n
strict repulatlon of space, time and movemet” onforeed and monitored by a structored
hierarehy of power. (42) By controlling and institutionalising the lives of buth students at the
hustels  and of students attending formul classes, the college administration was thus able to
excreise control over viriunlly overy aspect of students' lives © their reereation time, whien,
whicre and how they worked, when, where and how they aic, and when, where and how they
slopt.

4,5, Supervisor's Repord

Regawding the nature of the burcauecratic structure another inpertant measure of ¢ontrol
refated 40 o bi-sonthly report that had to be completed by an "oflicer’s or cmployee's
immedinte supeovisor”. The reporting "officet™ had to bo "ol feast one grade senior to (he
oflicer being reported on”. The list bolow were among some of the probing and invasive
quostions to be reported upon, Tt would best be presented as tabulated befow.

(a)  The oMeers sense of rosponsibifity in respent of observing of warking
hours, ofMiclal appointments, care of government property, ote. is ...

(b)  His conseientiousness is ... {i.c. Does ho give immediale attention w
his work or nmust ho be prodded?)

(¢)  Hls character in peneral a5 far as Diiendliness, courtesy, loyaity, ols.,
aro concerned, can be deseribed as ...

(d)  Ehia dispositlon, conduct {including training of subordinales where
applicable) towards his seniors, subordinates (il any} eolleaguen and
the public is ...

(o)  HMisabi ¥ lo organise his work in such a way as Lo oblain maxinium

' productlvity with the loast expenditure of time and enerpy is ...

()  The ofMeers uilising of official time is ...

()  Uns the officer during this period been puilty of and punished or
reprimanded for « insubordination or other irregular action? (Quote file
references and dates where these have a bearing on thie matter) (43)

Gordon pointg out thal o key companont of the exarcise of power refales (i “surveillance
aclivities", Cliling Giddens he wiites that surveillance aativitics :

rolor Lo two connected phenomena, First, to the asoumulation of "information"
symbolic materinls that ean be siored by an agency or enllestivity.

Sccond, fo the supervision of the activilios of subordinates by their supetiv
within any collectivity, It is as important (o distinguish these as it s 1o
emphasige the potentinl conneelions between tiem, The garnering and storage
of information is & prime source of time-spaca distinetion and therelore of e
generation of power, Powaer ig also gencrated by the supervisory activities of
super ordinates singe supervigion is one medium of co-ordinaling ... {44)

I
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avidense seems Lo suggost Uhat the rules portaining to gothorings and college property were
bolstered 1o provide for more effective admiuistrative controt over students. Since hostels
emerged as tho cpicontre of student unrest at this college, the rules pertaining (o tham will be
deseribed in more dotail.

Subsequent to disturbances in 1984 all meetings which were 1o take ploee on the college
campus by boarders were henceforth lo be approved by the hostel superintendent. This
required "o written applieation” to be handed o the guperintendent Uiree days in advance
stating {he roason for the meeting and slso providing the agenda for the mecting, Besides
“recognised hostel leaders”, no "outside person, organisation or assoviation” wetw allowed lo
convene o meeting of boarders. Any form of celebration, including bitthday or farewel! partics
required an application in welting \wo wecks in advange, e requircmignt afso entpiled
furnishing tho names of boarders who were to take part in the celebration. As & rule "no
outsiders” were allowed (o attend these celebrations. All leclure rooms were to be “locked”
aller sollepe hours, and boarders who needed to uso lecture rooms for study purposes were (o
negoliato the issue with the College Administration. Permtission Lo nse thie lecture hall was
usunlly granted under the condition that tha names of students who were (o use the lechure
room bo submitted with an added requirement of electing o leader to take "charpe of such a
leeture room", As subsequent chapters will show, (hese rules were in all probability aimed at
isolating the regidences from Lhe heigivoned political climate of township lie. Visitors to
hostels for examplo were lo be "roporied Lo the hostel administration immediately”, Boarders
who wished 1o take leave from Lhe hostels wera 1y tnfornt their "leaders” about tholr intention
“oxplaining clenrly where they intend to go". The "leadors" in turn were to "record” such
tformi’on. (38) The ovidenco supgeals that studenis did indeed oxperienee an enclosed,
formally administered roursd of Jife over at least 3 desades. Drawing on GofTiman, Nusson
writes that "institutional routines lead Lo grind out the shme customs and ritualy of enclosure
and depereenalisation ..” (39)

Bacause of the ease with which activists wore uble Lo mobifise students around thelr diseonient
over the issuc of food, rogulntions were immediatoly tightenad and enforced alfler the 1984
food boyeott. Boarders were hencolorih oxpected Lo "rospeel" Lhe eatering stall and ™o
operptc” with them in "all matters regarding thelr feeding" Those who did not ndhere
"stricdy" to "serving times" and who were "not punctual" were "not 1o be served”. Bonrders
aving commtitments forefag them to dishonour (ho "moac Hmetnble” were 1o inform the
satesing stall "through their teaclera in advance™. "Unbocomlng behaviour” during "meal times"
wiis "ot to be tolerated”, (40)

del. Clnss Leadors

During (he 1984 studont unrest at the Mokepane Coltege (dealt with more extensively in the
subsequent chapter) an impottant aspeet of studont contention contred around the prefeet
system. It was Lhoreforo not surprising that the Reotor in [985 instituted a syatem of class
leadership. The composition, dutics and powoers assigned to this body indicate that the change
In name was simply a cuphomism for the prefeet system. 1L wns o process that tried to
streamline control over a terrain increngingly undor threat, Tho students in ench class wera to
elect in "the prosonco of a olass - lesturer” 1 *leader and depuly leader”, "The cinssolecturer was
ta be in “charge of the election”, These "class-lnnders” wera Lo perform “daily dulies” assipned
lo lhem by the Rector, through their respective class lecturers and o “repot the activities off
Uie class™ ta the Colloge authoritics. A "class - feader" however had "o power" for convening
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In nddition, tho dutics extended 1o "supervising in a goneral way" the students ml the school

and losiel and to ensure that the "dulies ke has delepated have been properly carried oul”,

Among somo of tho surveifianco displaylng activities It was also required of ihe Reclor to pay
"yegular visits Lo clagses®, *contro! the studonts” writlen work, draw up "geneinl school rules”
and “mnintain sehool discipline”, (32)

4.3, lioylel Administradion

‘The hostels wore administered by the supetintendent who was usually the principal on beimll”

af the Department of Education, This was done in consultation with a hostel commitice which
ineluded matrons, botrding masters, administration clorks mixl student leaders. Disciplinaey
control over students was oxercisod and legithnated through a metwork of rules and
regulations and enforced through different levels of the command structure. 1t was thus the
tduty of the superinlendent to ensuro thal “all department regulations, instiuctions wnd
dircotions” relating o hostels were "strictly complied with and carrded o, The
superiniondent was alse required to detall in weiting the "dulies of ihe supervising, domestic
achministrative stall undor his control” and Lo ensure that "such slafl’ are lully conversanl with®
and "strietly discharge such dutics". Ho was aleo io undertake "regulnr inspections” {o
"erisurc® ihat the "proseribed ration” ana "diel scale is applied”, that "no wasltage” take place
and that the "necossary ¢leanliness” 15 maintained. (33)

13ill Nnsson, commenting on the character of residantial institutions, writes of their "need 1o
repulate the livas of immates into a common "discipline”. (34) In the pervasivencss ol
ingtitutionat authority indicatod above, the studont hostels olten resembled what H. Goffman
has labelled n "total institution”.

. # place of residence and work wlhero a large munber of like-situnted
hidividuals cut-ofl’ rom the widier socicty, for an apprecinble period ol time
together load an enclosed, formally administered round of fife. (35)

Supervigion and cotitrol permeated noarly overy fovel of the structure. The effective
management of hostels was frther fciiltated by both hostel student and dormitory leaders. In
regulating control the hostel student foaders’ wera to linse with botlt the superintandent and
hastel committee in “bringing law and order” to the hostels and "assiattng in the discipline® of
thie houtel, Thay were also required tu "promoto punclualily” with regard to "morning Jessons,
asgemblios, and moal timos", (36)

This structure of command filtered further through to dormitorics to ensurc n more
stropmlined control. "Dormitory loadors” wers agsigned Lo lase with the hostel administration
{hrough the 'hostel leaders'. They were required to record "absentees of mombers” of thoir
darmitories, (o nesist in the "discipline of dormitories” and o "take up my duty ussigned to
them " by the superintendont. (37)

The hosiels were s governed by o formidable hicrarchy of contol. Thuse rules elearly
intended Lo segiment student behaviour, and were us subsequent chapters will shew,
consistently and cffectively ehalienged by siudonts. 1ife was perhaps nol as harsh as in an
nsylur or prison, bul in many respects the student hostel did resemble a “atal institution®.
The rulos doseribed below were drawn from a Mokopane Collége circular that had emerped
subsequaont 1o the firsts serious disturbunces dkperionead at the collogo hostels in 1984, The
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weie ombedded in a dense social institutional network iit which the
Departmont of Native alfairs was n key ceniral organisation concerned with
the administrative soquestration of bincks, (35)

Drawing on Qiddens, he argues that the use of "Bantu Law" was ai essentint part of state
strategy of' co-opting Chiafb and other petty pofiticn! figures into the central apparatus. (26)
‘Fhis instituted n systen of"informal justice™ which it isargued,

rendered conflict conservative and disguised the expanding cocreive
sentralising dominanco of tho stute. (27)

In 1983, when teacher training collogey were upgraded 1o the staus of Colleges of Edueation,
the Advisory School and Hostel Commitice was henceforth transformed into the "Governing,
Council, This counci! was Lo Include both the Rector and Vice-Rector within its compaosition.
tn addition (o being able to make recommendations with regard 1o the appointment of teachers
and government over hostol matters, iy powers were oxtonded Lo convene meetings ancd
formulare policy over matters portaining to siudent unrcst which assumed increasing
prominence afler 1984, The minutes of afl these meetings wera to be submitied to the
Inspeotor of Bducation for transmission to (he Seerelnry of Bducation. (28)

The process of negotialing student resistance and mointaining consistenay of policy proved Lo
be rather diflicuit and the Governing Counci! oflen found itself’ at odds with Head Qflice. The
Reetor 1o 1986 addressed the Seerelary of Education over the issue of stitdent suspension, and
wiarked Ut .

Thio reason why we ask you as a Depastment Lo give us direction Is that quite
oflen when o collego takes a deeision the Department may at {irs( accept and
later chunge thelr iminds, as | quoted the inglance of Gladys in 1984 and
Sophonia in 1986, This is o standpoint which ! feel should be broughl to the
atlention of the Dopartment, It Is very dangerous for a Reetor, If g student i
suspended, o reverse is 4 serious action and has a lot of lmplications for the
rector who s tho man on Lhe spot, I am serry to remark on this sensitive issue,
1 don't intend to be insolent to the Dopartment but 1 can't help remarking. (29)

- 42 Responsibititics of tie Prineipal

Principals wore regarded ag ctuployees of the cducation dopariment or it8 agencics. They were
expected to produce "good quality work", (o display “loyalty” and “Integrity” and {o malntain
o "strong linison" with the cducation devistiment aud its agencics, They were to familinrise
themselves with the “education laws" which "spell out in danil (he powers and
responsibilities” of tho various “egencies of edusalion”. (39)

Among some of the viied duties, the most importail revolvel around delegation and
supervision, The proccss of delogation involved allocating part of the “work" to
"suivordinates” with the necessary “autharily (o caery out the work™. 11 also involved setting up
8 "ennirol mechanisi to ensure” that work is "done according to predetermined standards".

1))
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they were all framed on the architectural principies of confinement and

exclusion from the outside world and survellfance inside the institution, (19)
An additional leature of control that militaled against the rapid political conscientisation of
coffege students refafes (o its slio location within the towuship. The Mokopane College was
situated within a predominantly middie class section of the township of' Mahwelereng. Houses
that hac surrounded the collegs belonged to Lebown Government burcaucrals and civil
servants thereby inhibiting the expression of protest, ‘Tho police - siation was situnied only
metres from the college. The college was thus insulated from working class 1ownship life,
limiting the infusion of political influences cmanaling from this terrain. The Tormidoble
challenges posed by students however, show thal these institutions rarely fulfl] the intended
alims of dominant forees unproblomatically,

4, College Adminisivation
4.4, The Advisery School and 1Toste! Committee

An Advisory School and Hogtel Committes was established ag early us 1961 at the Mokepane
College. {20) This Commitice was (o consist of five members and in ity composition generally
reflected the interesta of more conservative forces within Hs immediate context. Thus in 1979,
the criterin used in selecting tho candidates ng stipulated represented the interests of @ the
churchies; the business sector; bolh the Vaaltyn Tribal Authority and Amandebels Regional
Authorily; the school Committes as well as the Mahwelereng Town Council. (21)

T'ho dutics assigned to this commiltce conserned ;

(n) making recommondations as rogards appointment and Digmiysal of' {Tostel
Staft

(b assisting the Superintenden* in working out rules, diet scale, boarding
foos, suspenaion of scholars, renovations of buildings, extending grounds
for sshool or hostel,

(o) discharge dutiss assfyned Lo them by the Scerotary {or Edueation, (22)

The activities of this Commitlee thus centrod on discipline. 5.1%P Mmincle, points out that the
iwaue of discipling way af times vory delicate because it involved Uhe suspension or expulslon of
studouis, (23) Thus, part of the ralionale behind the composition of this Commitles from
tilleron! Interest groups was Lo legitimote the contontiou issue of expulsions and discipling
and was to prolect the image of the principal. The Circuil Ingpector of the Mahwelereng
Cireuil, 1.M.J. Ngoasheng, writing to the Principal of the Mokopane College, stated that :

Tha crux ¢l the mattor is that the Council Advisory School and Hostel
Committeo ilselfaa direct representntives of the purenty, should themsalves
take up cudpels, while the principal remains impartial (o avoid accusation s
nvolvement, (24)

The eriterion for selogting the class of administrative candidales o this Advisary Committee

notetl above must be seen within the broader context of Sauth Afvican state poficy. As Goardon
poinls out, the staie's policing nctivities :
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"prescribed, deseribed and desided overything sppertaining to (eacher education for Blacks”,
(1) The role of officials of the Department of Banwt Hdueation extended to include an all
white nasociation of toaching stalf called the "Vereeninging van Blanke Onderwysers in
Bantoe Onderwys (VYBOBO)", 'This association played a significant role in the administration
of ceriain binck teacher educntion jnstitutions individunlly and colleatively within Lebowa,
With the change in the name of the Department from "Bantu Bducation”, to "Lducation
wndTraining", the Association's name was changod to the "Vereeninging van Bltnks
Qnderwysers in Onderwys en Oplelding®, {12) According lo the former president of thi
Assoclation, D. A. Scholtz, who served for a period of six years ag principal of tiis
Associntion and for a perigd of six years as principal of the Setotolwane College, this
Association contributed significantly towards the curricaia and syilabuses in Black Edueation.
(13) 1t was solely nccountable lo Central Government and was undoubledly nsed "to wateh
very closely the type of Black teacher that was produced”, (14) When Lebows was pranted
Territorial Authorlty in 1969, these inspeciors under the Dopartment of Bantu Lducation
continued working in close co-operation and co-ordination will inspectors and organisers
appoinwed by Lebowa. The Lebowa Bducation Department undor direet advice from the
Department of Bantu "ducation/Department of Bu ation and Training, invited 1l inspeetors
from the Department of Edusation and Training .o join hands with thelr inspeelors and
organisers, mainly te give the nocossary guldance”. The Central Government was in this way
itble to monitor and malntain its inffuenco over the homeland Department. {18)

‘The erucial fink between the Lebowa Bducation Depariment and Bantu Ecducation/Departmant
of tidueation and Training was the Scerotary for Bducation in Lobown. Indicntive of the
control oxorcised by the Contral Governtmont, the first incumbonl of this post was Dr. 1. L. van
Dyk who was a rotired Scorefary undor Bantu Bdueation, Van Dyk served ag Secrctary for
Bantn Ldueation from 1961 to 1968, and subscquently scrved ns Seerclary Tor the Lebown
Education Dopartmont from 1972 (o 1980, The Professional Advisers wore thus in all their
activitios aceountable to him. (16)

Fram the discussion thus far, It is clear thal stale decision-making structures and processes
during the pertod under discussion were influenced by senior burcaucrats and admintstralors.
Thore waa no consullation with other intorest groups from within the broader socialy. It way
thus & sectional, burcauoratic and nonsinclusive process. Tho oxercise of power butiressed
within this burgaucratic structure obscured visibility of the way in which it oporated. "This
tendency “for certain groups to appropriate power and to transform i inlo hidden power, can
wlso bo concoived of ng the contrallsation of power®. (17)

3. Structure and Locaiion of Mokopane College

The structure of the College until the carly 90' before its re-lecation appeats (o have been
socially emginoered to suporvise under controlled securc condilions, Ny barvacks - lke
appearance ereated two ~ arenag surrounded by classrooms, All sludent notivily between
lectures wore gentred in Lhose areas. The Rector's office was contrally loented to overlook the
entrance {o the College ns well as the student enciogure, This enabled controlled monitoring of
student activity, Tho Col'oge itsolf’ wos cordoned ofF with scourity fencivg and rzor wire.
Visitory wore strietly sereened before being parmitted Lo enter. (18) An annlogy can ba drawn
with Chisholm'y dopletion of the physical and surveillance fontures of roformatories and the
struciure and nature of "total” and "ecomplete and austere inglitutions”. She writes that |
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student "has been approved", and that the studenl "be excluded permanently from the
Muokopane Training Schoo! enly", (6) The policy making style was thus closed und top-down.
The resull, it has been argued, "is that policy tended to be formulated and implemented by the
burestrcenis within the system, with lttle public access to the process”. (7) The discussion that
lollows shows how such bureaucralised, lop~down contro! Lltered through to affeel power
relations within the institutional domain itgolf. This chapter deals with the control and
administration of the instilution as was exercised (hrough the inspectorate, the college
adminisiration, the role of the principnl and the running ol hosicls. It shows how the
administration and controt of the institution, through a network of rules and survelliance
praclices served to entrench control over the student body. Activities of the student body itsell
were severely oircumseribed by the paramelors (hal wore drawn for them. The structure of
control and surveillance was perhaps most visible in the location and architceture of the
institution. 11 alsp shows how Fundaniental Pedngogics being the dominant heoretical
dissourse at this institution, implicitly excludes the political as a legitimate dimension of
theoreticn! discourse,

2, Role of Inspeetors and Specific Officials

Inspeclors appointed by the Department of Baniu Educeation periodically fnspected teacher
education inslitutions in Lebowa to conlrol activities related to their resposlive subjects, Tlicse
included specialised Helds such as ; Religious Bducation, Physical Education, Musie, Art and
Crafls, Needlowork and Gardening, Library sarvices and audiowvisual Bducation. Apart from
these, an aren which was particularly singled out by the Departimient of Bantu Educalion wuos
the inspeetion of hosiels attached (o the teacher cducation institutions. This was signilicant
beenuse "it was always in the catering for students that most students' unresl's originated”. (8)
In addition to this general paliern of inspections, another effestive forti of control consisted off
ah Inspection panel, ‘This panol congisted of a team of live inspectors who would visil o teacher
educntion institution for two 1o three conscculive days, inspectivg cvery aspeet of the
ingtitution, (9)

During Lhe carly period undor Banty Bducation the Department appointed u Teachers'
Iixamination Commilice through which it could extend firm control over leachors'
examinations, This commitieo constituted five Roglonal Direclors, two inspeetors of sehools,
four "Buropean” teachers who wore principals of teacher edueation institutions, and four
“Baniu” leachers who wore attuchod (o teacher cducation institutions. This Commitico mot
biarnunlly with responsibilitios to ;

(a) formulato courses for tencher training
{b) frame svilabuses for the courses
(o) amend syliabuses whera necessary
{d) set and contrel examination for the vartous courses;
- {e) appoint sxaminors and moderators,
{[) preseribo books {or the various courses;
(1) consldor complainty in regard 10 oxamination papors,
(h) investigate irregularitics in examinations;
(i) deal with any other matter concerning examination courses for teachers(iv)

The eomposition of the above Commitiee which wag predominantly white and gomposed off
authoritics from within the Bantu Cducntion Depariment suggests that this Departnient,
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CHAPTER 2

SOCIAL ORDER WITHIN THE INSTITUTION - THE STRUCTURE
OF AUTHORITY POWER AND CONTROL, 1969 - 1989,

1. Inirodaction

The provious chapter ling brielly situated the restructuring of the educational terrain in this
region within the wider South Altiean political economy. I has shown how schools and
colleges in this speeific region were rapidly brought under central conirol. This was in
accordance with broader National ™.rly policy ot education, which stressed a planned
centrally controlled schooling system for blacks, The analysis also coneurs with revisionist
wriling on educational historiography, by showing how the contralisation and restructuring ol
the educalional Lorrain in thia provinee also facilitated the process towartls stabilisation und
reproduction of black fabour,

As a follow up to the discussion of the process ¢ centralisation and restructuring of the
educational Lerrain in (he previous chapter, it Is important 1o anulyse the soelal order within the
nawly crenicd institutional structure of Mokopane College under the Nationalist Govertiment.
Whils education for binck teacher Lrainces during the porfod of Bantu Education fell under the
sols sontrol of Lhe Minister of Banlu Bducation, the creation of bantustans aller 1968 lor
tillerent Aliican cthnic groups produced now methods of deeentralisation. Bantustans were
subsequently granted the right to develop their awn cducalion system and policies. (1)

Aa & resull, Lebown, afler paining the status of territorial authority in 1969, instituted its own
Department of Edueatlon and Culture. Controt over teacher education was therealor shared
between Lobowa and the Central Government, with the centeal Government retnining control
over orucial matlers sueh ng the budgel and o common cxaminalion system which was
administered by the Department of Edueation and Tralning. (2) As Progs Govender has
pointed out, "a country's valucs are reflected in jls Budget, which shows who and whal it
values, whose work it values whom it rewards and whom it doesn't". (3)

Thus, an important funclion of this Departmont of Educalion and Cultire was to formulate
policy in accordance with the educationn! blueprint relating to black edueation g logisinted by
the National Govermnment. The execution of policy was the responsibility of the seorelary of
Bantu Jducation whe in lisison with n Planaltg Section, in exislence by 1972, offered
administrative assislanco to the Minister of Bant Educalion, This Planning Seclion consisted
of a Direclor, assisled by a Doputy Director, A chiel Bducation Planner in charge of “1'eacher
Training" was directly responsible to the Deputy Dircetor, (4)

This burenucratic machine was responsible for the formulation and implementation of policy
under Bantu Education. An important aspect of polioy entrusted o this Department rclaled to
ihe delertmination of courges and syllabuses, including the type of library books, journaly and
newspapers 1o bo read at the ieacher cdusational institutions, (5) The Scerelary of Hiducation
had the final say cvon over specific issues concerning the susprusion a.yd/or expulsion of
students al the specific institutions. As a ease in point, w 1968, in reply o the
recommendations of the authorities of the Mokopa.e College, the nspectornte and the
Regional Director, the Sceretary for Banty Edveation ratified that the expulsion of the said
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ngainst workers was fotbidden. Dismissed workers were reinstated. Working conditions were

proved and a living wage was the minimum to bo paid, For a conscrvative town like
Pulpicterstus, these goncossions were perceived by workers all over town ag a greal viclory
and this lelped swell the ranks of CCAWUSA. Boysea, together with shop stewards Scota,
Shogelo and Manganyi in the span of two yoars unionised moro than 60 pereent of the black
work force of Poigietersrus. The rapid spread of CCAWUSBA cmated some constornation
amoty both the white and Indian merchant clags, who resoried to [egal representation in order
to improve their bargaining positlon, (36)

An additional cameo will serve to illustrate the political role played by certain 1eacher autivists.
Kamela Masuku was one of thoge teacher activists who played a pivolat role in the process of
teacher radicaligation in the immediate vielnity of Potgiaterstus, Risking expulsion by collepe
authorities, Masuku agitated and led a food strike by male hostel dwuilers at the Mokopane
College tn 1982, Whilo teaching at the Madikana High School in the neighbouring village of
Moshate in 1983, he complained of TUATA'S "bureaucratic strugture” and thoir "obsession
with mugic and beauty competitions®. Dislllusioned with TUATA' apolitical agenda, ke often
shared the following feclings with olher tencher activists:

While students and unionists wero actively involved in struggle, teachers were
not making any advances on the politieal fre.t in this repicn. {37)

Theso wero part of the reasons that motivated Masuku's participation in the innuguration of
the Nalional Edudation Union of South Alvica (NHUSA) af the University of the North in
1986. Ile wus ono of three activists (rom the region that attended. Theso zetivists helped to
popularise the sllemate discourse on teacher unionisation. Masuky, togetaer with Vaoaltyn
Kekana and Selomon Rasefato, both leacher traineo aetivists [rom Mokopane College, started
organising toachers around ils concept of an alternate teacher unjon. 'Thi..e was a cail for a
meoethg ol teachers, which exolided princlpals, from the Mahwalereng Cirouit. A declsion was
tnken at this ‘meatitg to launch the Mahwelereng Teachers Organisatlon (MATQ). The
maeting rovenled the doep divido botweon Lheso partios, However as a result of "poor
caucusing” and the subssyuenit state of emergency, key notivisls wore either dotained or on the
ruty, severely impacting on MATO, which eventually led (o its disintegration. Kameln Masuku
however, was to play a pivotal rolo in the Jauneh of NOTTU (Nerthern Transvanl ‘Teachers
Union) thres years late. (38) Tho subsequent chapter which locuges on tho period of th late
80s, will briefly elaborato on botl the NOTTL launich and the composition of its first area
commitlee. This will give us somo Indication of the tole played by both lecturer and tencier
irainec activists from the Mokopane Colloge.

The developing scenarie resembled the ~mergence of what Gramsel called “organie
intollectuals" who were articulating the demands of the working class and were influeatial in
developing its various polition! stralegies, The regular interaction of these forees prior ad
subsequent to the formation of the youth congross MAYCO rollected tho growth of' studw -,
worker and national demogratic forees converging upon the local terrain, and the edueationnl
institution during the mid-1980', Tho omorgence of this fronl resulted In the unleashing of
popular forces which seriously challenged Ingtitutional and wider state power. The
phenomenal growth of o countor-hegemonle consciousnoss during this period posed a threat
{o state hegemony and resulted in extreme reprossion of political activism during the state of
emergency.
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nolwork, remarking that during poriods of stress membershipy declined leaving at times oniy
{ho core structure to function (33)

An a dircet consequence of tho fack of secondary schooling faclitics for Indinn students in
Polgictersrus, Imeaan Loonat attended tho Benoni High School for Indians. 1lis involvement
with (he Bononi and Lenagin Youth Leagusg brought him into contact with many Indian
acliviplg orpanising against both tho South Alrican Indian Council and emerging idens over
tricaimeralism, Agcording to Loonat, many of these studetils linked up with activists delained
during the 76 uprising, and whe wore now roloased in 1981 having served their § year
detentlon period. Imrann Loonat's Involvoment with the nntionnl democeatic  strugglo
importantly shaped the influenca of hig activities within the region. Loonat and Snaa Cachalia,
n lakour Inwyer, who on soveral ocensions served on the advisory comunittee of a bratch of
CCAWUBSA in Potglolersrus, topether with other activists, organised the youth in the Indian
lowngliip of Akasia against tho iricnmeral olection, Both linked up with activists and trade
unionists fn the Mahwelerong township, which is situated only (wo kilometres from the Indian

townghip.

lwann Loonal commented that at various discussion groups he Infroduced a manual for
peliieal organisation ealled “Qrpanising People for Pewer®, by Felipe B. Magloya, and
published by the Asian Conumilteo for People's Organisation. This manual diesusses various
strategies adopted by tho oppressed in Latin Americn and especially In the Phillipines in
organising eflectlve counter-hegomonie sirntegics among the ppressed. (34) This widely rend
and  ociroulatcd manunl provides o wide spectrum of cxamples  conecrhing
canflicl-confrentational situations, providing diverge strategios of action that coukl be
employed by aotivists organising in steuggle. There is a stress on the democratisation of
tlecision making within orgonigations with an emphasis on dinlogue and brond consensuy, It
also afludes lo the oftern problematic nature of the relationship belween middic-class
intellectual organisers und the working clags propet.

Another key player in the formation of MAYCO, was Boysen Thole. He together with Jamos
Scoln, Joyce Hlongwario and Foxy Segole organised and reerulied workers for CCAWUSA
now changed o SACAWLU (South Aftican Conuncreinl Calering and Allicd Workers Union).
Alter the formation of COSATU unid in line with the policy of bringlog sommon sectars under
one federation in 1985 the Retall and Allicd Workors Uniont (RAWU) and the Hotel and Allict
Workers Unio, (HAWLU) wero brought togethor under SACCAWU, This was the dominant
irade union operating In Polgiotorgrus during the mid-80's. Boysi, working for o chemicnf
company in Germiston in 1981, returned from a radical culture of Urado unionism emeeping
within ho Rand, to commuence work at the Potgictersrus branch of ihe OK Bazais in 1983
He toputher with James Scota inilialcd the formution of this first dominant union,
CCAWUSA, inn the town of Potplotorsrus during the carly 80's, Benoliting from the advice of
eolleagues ot his previous work plnco and togethor with Jomes Seota and Foxy Sepole he
recruited and organised 1he work foree al OK. CCAWUSA played n vital role in orpganising
the first successill consumer boyeolt of' the QK Bazaars in 1985.(35)

‘this was the first tane the Conservindve Party dominated town of Polgictersrus witnessed a
workers picket. In Potgictorsrus CCAWUSA won many concessions for wotkers during the
turbulent mid-1980s, but not without difficulties. Unionisis were detnined and harassed and
workers randomly dismissed. OK Bazanrs, at tho insistence of ihe Union, was the first to
remave petly apartheld signs from ite premises in this conservative town, Deropatory language
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SRC's. The formation of SRC's within the high schools in Mahwelereng was in{lusnced
directly by MAYCO. Substantial groupings of students absconded [rom AZASM (o join the
MAYCO dominated SRC's, (29) This led al times {o inter-ideological conflict between the
two groups. The conflicl wag concentrated on difTarences between adherents of the Bluck
Conseloustiess ideology and Charterist - oriented students, Its orizing can be traced to the
period wheit AZASO abandoned the B.C. ideology. The conllicl originated when AZASO
abandoned Lhe black consciousness ideology. The following statemont from an AZASGQ poticy
docutient aptly coplures AZASM's disconient:

Thig not {change in outlook) constituted an inexcusable abrogation off
responsibility to the logacy of the South African Stadent Organisation ......
began o new to organiss thomselves ag Black Students, because of their
unique position In relation to the historically evolved social and national
peculinrities of the Black peopla in this country ... To AZASM, B.C. is still
the unquestionable ideology that will usher the Biack oppressed masses info
the now envisioned ordor ... (30)

Malunga, the principal of D,G. Tsebe high school, played a niedinting role between (he
conliieting groups and helped Ia part 1o rosolve the conflict. Significantly, as was polnted oul
earlier, he allowed acilvists to hold workshops at tho school, and wus to becoms Rector of
the Mokopane Cellege in 1989, Ha was the first reclor who was sympathetle to the aims of
the democracy movements, The launching of MAYCQ led to the mushiropming of youth
congresses in surrounding villapes, This led to the cmergence of (e Madiba Youth Congross,
tho Mosesetjnan Youth Congress and the Magongoa Youth Congress among athors. (31)

Activisls such as Joyce Mabudafus, Alf Makaleng, Saad Cachalin, Imrann Loonnt, Boysca
Thole were among some of the prominont activists that provided Charterigt literature to
student netivists, Loonat it Is ascerinined liaised regularly with both Mokopane student
aetiviste, Mamabolo and Tibane and unionists, Boysen Thole and James Seota. (32) An
important feature of the SRCs waa their rolo in student empowerment, although at times their
focus narrowed down to student issucs only, Tho emergencs of youth congresses on the other
hand created the conditivny cnabllng the consolidation of tlat crucial alliancs botween
students, unionists and the broader sociely.

The loliowing scotion desoribos briefly the rele corlain leading activists among others played
tnking nationnd and local struggles, Afriean and Indian studenls, worker and notional
democratic concerns at Mahwelerenp, Therealler (he discussion will turn 1o foeus on the
omergence of structural forees converging upon both the immedinte and institutional tereains.,

4, The Role of Leading Activists

Joyce Mabudafasi was cleclod goneral secretary of the Transvaal Region of the LI in 1985,
Her work with the UDE meant that she had Lo travel all over the Northern T'ransvanl, helping
lo organise people In this part of the country. As tho Northern Tronsvaal 1apresentative of the
NBCC sho worked foverishly with AIf Makaleng a UDF rep.osentativa from Pietersburg,
Marie Stclla Mabotjn, & member of tho Detainces Support Comunitte:, and ather activists 10
initiate the formation of Youth Congresses and SRC's in the Northern ransvaal. She indicated
that the stato of emergency had impacted severely on the orgraisations] capacity of the
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By Iate 1945 students weroe liaging with trade union and high school students on a rogular basis
at both the Roman Catholic Church and the D.G, Tsebe Iigh School. To secure a venue
during these turbulent Limes was vety diflicult, The princlpai of D.G. Tsebe, Mr Minlunga, was
an ANC sympathisor and roprosented tho Northern Transvaal replon at the first NECC
eonferonce in Durban in 1986, He was accompanidd by Gladys Tlbane, o prominent activist
from Mokopune € ¥.ge. He made available to nctivists a classroom where political
workshops wero organised, with ropresentatives from trade unions, activists frotn Mokopane
College and other demoeratic organisations in the township, Discussions were held on the
characier of the national democratle struggle as well a5 the organised formation of youth and
workor strustures, {25) These prepacalory discusstons wero to lead to the Inunching of the
Mahwelereng Youth Congress (MAYCU) in late 1985,

During this period of heightened student politicisation an tmportant event oecurred. In
Qctober 1985 an SRC prosidont at Lebowa's neighbouring Modjadfi College, Mr Ngwako
Ramalepe, died alter being hald by the Lebowa police in the aflermath of a clash between
students and tho authorities, His death sparked off regional college boyeotts. Commemoration
servicos were hold al various collego campuses, An mtcr-cullcge meeting of SRC's, whore
Mokopane Colloge was also roprosented, suggested the renaming of the Modjndji College ns
the Ngoaka Ramaleps Collego of Hdueation. (20)

4 Launeh of Mahwelereng Youth Congress

On tha 16th of Docember 1985 (Heroes Day-Commemoration of the firsl attacks by
Umkhonto wo Sizwe) following lengthy preparatory discusslans between netivisls within the
lownship, uniontsls, mombers of the UDE and roprasentallves of tho ‘Transvaal Tndinn
Congroess Irom the neighbouring Indlan Township, the Mahwelereng Youth Congress was
lnunched. Founding members indicated the broad range of social forees involved. They
ineudod among others Joyce Mobudafasi a libraclan at the University of the Norih, (member
ol the Northiern Transvaal reglon of the UDE and the NIECC), Boysen Thole wnd James Seota
(prominent trade union activists and organisers of CCAWUSA), Sophonia Mamabolo (student
aclivigt at Mokopana College instrumaental in the launching of the 8RC), Ndo Magals (student
netivist at the D.G, Tsebe High Sohool and Inter president of the SRC al Mokopane College in
1989) and both Imrann Leonat and Sgad Cachalia, (members of UDE and represontatives of
the Transvaal Indian Congress in tho Lownship of Akasia). An invitation (o attend the launch
was also extendod to the unemployed youth of the Mahwelereng and neighbouring villages.
Mote than 606 people attended the launching of MAYCO, which took place during the
International Yoar of the Youth. An activist indicated thal dominant literature from Lenin's
analysis of yauth revolutionarios were widoly disseminated, which reseniled a counley-wide
phenomenon. {27) Conversations conducted with the MAYCO leadership reinforces the view
expressed by Swilling in his deseription of the Uitenhage Youth Congress. Writing that they
wero relatively well educated he comments :

"T'his group hnd a romarkably clear political ideolopy dwived fTotm a rading off
the alternative media banned literaturo {usually ANC material) and seme well
used Marxist texta (especinlly Lenin)... (28)
Ruring the launch dectsions wore taken to co-ordinale strategy botwom the different interest
groups referred 1o above, which were all brondly aligned Lo the national liberation movement.
A decision wus also taken to go back to schools and colleges and demand the formation of
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lo be a costly case, beeause in principle the ,§RC issue could not be rejected by college
authorities. {ts fora however could be modified.:

A lew teashers, sympathetic to the student moveinenl, also expressed their disagreemont at the
expulsion of eertain activists, Minutes of a staff meating in carly 1985 records tho rector
addrossing stall’;

Cases arfsing out of students’ misconduct are hand led according v
deparimental regulations and decided us thought fit. Why and how some of
you, during lessong coma to discuss and criticise’the way stucents are expelled
one cannot understand ... (17)

In carly January 1985, the rector in ithe hope of plucating students and shifting student
sentimient away from the call for a democratic SRC instituled non-represenfative student
bedies such as a system of "clags leaders" an "all sporis committee” and a "students hostel
commiltee”, This fbisting of a top-down structuroe took the form ol asslgning cortain “dulies”
to "class lenders” vin lecturers, These feaders were to roport the activitios of the class o the
college nuthorities, and their duties were to be limifed 1o extra-mural agtivitics within tho
collepe. A class loader, morcover had no powers {o conveno n meeting of other class leaders.
'Thus the rector altempled to ro-ostablish the hierarchy of control that lind been threatened by
student conilict, By Hmiling students to the intra-mural activitios of the college, ho atlempted
to restrusturs the space and terrain of student activity, {18)

The students were not to be easily dissuaded and continued their deliance, There were reports
that from among the re-admitied students, thers are some whe are not "abiding by college
regulations”, 1t notes that theso students are being “closcly observed”, (19) Student activists,
Sophonia Mamabolo, Nisle Solomon and Motay Victor, were to be called to (he reclor's
office to bo made aware ol their "undesirable bohaviour®, (20)

Students al the time were selling So National ational_sdent publicationiend a
Dotainees Parents Support Commitlee publication called Unzima Lomthwalo, and recruiting
workers at the eolloge for the South Afvican Allled Workers Union (SAAWU) which had an
afilista [n Pictersburg. This was o union known to have close links with the UDF, Activisls
apparently linsed on a rogular basis with SAAWIL(21) The newly appointed restor Mr
Kganakgn introduced monthly tosts to follow a pertleular progeamme in mid-April 1985, The
Gming of (s initiative scoms 1o supge~ that this was a stealegy to keop studoats
concentrating on the offiulal syllabus, curlaifing timo for extrasmural {polltical} notivities, (22}

It July 1985 students launelied the first demoeratic SRC. Before the launeh, sludent activists
displayed postors all over the college chmpus, calling for the formation of an SRC. At & time
when students congregaled in the rssembly hall, a fow aclivigts were iustrumental in locking
the door of the hail and scizing the space to address students. There was some discordance
within gludent ranks over tho issue. PTC students who were to complele their diplomas
relbised to support tho call to form an SRC. Hewever, the majority of students voled in favour
ofils formation. (23)

The SRC organised several meetings in an cffort to consolidale their position. They divided
portfolios and mobilised: students, They operated amidst threats of security police, who
demanded student names and harassed activists, (24)
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at colleges in the post - 1976 period wag initiated by students in the matriculation classes
aliached to leacher training institutions such as Mokopane, Sckhukinne and Seiololwane. (2)
While the "principal excrcised good contral and enjoyed the confidence and co-operation of
the student body" at th ..upane College in 1976, (3) the high school attached (o the
College closed earlicr for the wintor vacation "due to disturbances in schools In Sowelo and
Pretoria *, {4) The matriculation olasses had by 1976 been discontinued at the Makopano

Collope. (5)

Thore is little evidence to support the view that there had beon any overt political motivation
underlying student reaction for the perlod 1981 - 1983, ‘There wero registered hostel
disturbances over unsatisfactory food which led to a food boyeott during which a student was
sugpended Tor confrontation with a hostel superintendent. (6) This situation was nornwnlised
only lo be followed by a serics fo misdemennours in 1982, The College Council in an
emergency meoling declded to expel several students implicated in student pregnancics. (7)
Discliplinary action was also instituted againgl a studont from a neighbouring school wiho
entered tho College premises withoul penmission, (8) The emergance of polltical undertones
in student discourse appeured in Into 1983 when groups of AZASM (Azanian Students
Moventent } supporters took issua with the appointmont of Johan Groenewald, a member of
the SADF, Lo the tenching staff! (9) Student roslstance, fellowing # trend nationally, ngsumed
more oveit political dimeisions in mid - 1984, There were registered hostel disturbances
which wore followed by students staging a food boycott, Students exproessed pricvances such
as the allosation of food ratlons, lighting fucilities and interrupted water supply,

Tho process thercaller assumed overt polltical dimensions, Male Students singing the Aftioan
Nattonal Anthem, marched to the Pamale section of the residence to enlist thelr support and a
unanimous deolsion was taken to boycott olasses from the 28th of August 1o the Ird of
Soptember 1984.(10) Profeots, who were percelved ag tools of admintstrative surveillance,
were siripped of their status and in a display of organisational ubility, replaced by an elected
interim commitice. Permisslon was soupht for a rings meating durlng which the formation of
1 SRC was aalled for(11)  This request for an SRC was refected by the Rector. Al an
omergency meeting of the Colloge Council,  deciston was made to “discipline” the “ring
foaclers”.  Sludent reaction 1o this official r |, unso was (o create n state of “lawlegsness™ on
campus and continuo the buyoott of classes, As Jonathan Hyslop has pointed out, the Tood
riot' was only partinlly about food, A host of Issucs relaling to questions of authorlty , power
and politics, condensed around and were symbolised by the issue of feod, (12)

11cad office immadiatoly responded by issuing an ultimalum to students 1o vacalo campus and
the colloge was closed until tho 9th of Qctober, Two prominent activists, Gladys Tibane and
Sophonin Mamabolo, against whom disciplinary action wag instituted, were both lodgors from
Adtoridpzovilio npar Pretoria(13}) which was one of the epicentres of the 1984 student uprisings,
suggesting the influence of urban national links with local oxpressions of restytance, 'The load
boyeolt Lhug became a contral and persistont fonture of the repertoire of protest beguuse of its
ability to absorb now underlylng ngendas, {14)

The suspended studonts immedlately consulted, an eminent politieal luwyer, Priscills Jana, 1o
reprosent thetn, Jana on behalf of the students challenged the validity of tha suspension.(15)
This seemed (o cause somo constornation withln adiministrative raitks. Head office, contrary to
Advigory Council recommendalions, decided to reverso ils decision on the cxpulsion of the
students. (16} This docision may hiave been taken for fear of cmbarking oo what could prove
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CHAPTER 3

IMPACT OF STUDENT, WORKER AND NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FORCES ON
TNE AMOKOPANE COLLEGE AND I'TS IMMEDIATE CONTEXT, 1983 - 1989,

1. hitroiuction

The preceding chapter focused on institutional structurcs and powee relations revenling the
hepemonic intorests underlying stale education policy. Both this and subsequent chaplers by
contrast liave their focus on sludent resistance and show how the structural determina.»
under Bantu Bdueation fuiled both in their role ps an effective agency of social control and .
reproducing n docile labour force,

This chapler argues that it was the ability of political activists Lo break out of the isol i i
to overcome the barrjers to Lho free flow of information, that played a major part in the rapid
palitisution of (he rural community, This chapler also shows how deliviste enguged in a
“iulopical encounter" devcloping effeclive means of communiention, consultation and
Involvement with both the student mass and ditferent sectors ol the broader society.

1 Bluskentes the complexities of the structure - ageney dualism and provides an example of' the
¢MMeels of counter-hegemonie siruclures on consciousness, This and the Tollowing chapler both
embrace tho elements of agency, contostation and struggle, Focusing on the registance within
~and around the immedinte conlext of the Mokopane College of Ldueation b : . -
198441988, thls chapier Intends Lo show that :

only once local power struggles in education, or for i, matter any other
regioh of socicty are cunsidered in tho context of genaral political retations
can their form and content be explained, (1)

2. Resistance at the Mokopane Collego fion the late 70's to the misl 80'y

Between 1976 and 1990, students al cducational institutions became conteal to the wider
opposition and resistance to apartheid. Through ecdueation they chalienged all forms of
control. 1n the 19808, resistance within the educntiotinl terrain coaloseed nationally arownd
school student, youth and leachor movements, In 1985 the formntlon of the Mational
Edueption Coordinating Commilleo (NECC) gave these movements & wider nationat and
political roach. The NECC was formed in the midst of n nationa] ingrrection belween 984
and 1986 and in (he context of wide spread reprossion leading Lo the declaration ol two States
of Emergency. Educational struggles wore coordinated both internilly as well as with otlier
sectors, such as irnde unlons and national political mavaments, guch ns tho United Democeratic
~Front (UDT).  Tho national domand for SRCs and “peoples educntion” was central to
ctucational mobilisational campuigns. Al those dovelopments were echoed in and around
Mokopane. Hvents in this desado brought to o decisive end iho forms of control describerd in
the provious chapter, Wherens this chapter focuses on the genoral mobilisation of students w
ihe college in (he porfod 1983 « 89, the noxt chaplor oxamines the cducational form and
content of Lhis resistance a8 it changed in the succeeding period more closely.

Student reaction ol the Mokoepane Colloge, dospite the 1976 student uprisings on the Rand,
did not appear Lo bo politically motivated untl! the mid 1980's. All ~etiticadly wdivatie unrest
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what was thus embedded, All this created conditions for resistance in the 1980s which
simultancously chaflenged institutional, sacial, political and cconomic control, The (olluwing
chapters, howover, drawing on a dialectical notion of human agency, will show how sludents,
gonlrary {o being simply passive in (he fice of domination, actively resisted it.
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Therealter the principal would bless the purticipants by saying "The Grace". {ymn 301 from
the Lutheran hyninal would then be sung,. This practice which was conducted under the
principalship of C.M, Puka was discontinued upon his depacture in 1985, The subscquent
Rector, M.J. Kganakga re-introduced it in 1988, Mininelo (1989) comments that

/v servico such as this one rust have had a lasting positive inlluence on the
behaviour of students as leach s in the field. Having to pledge "under oath”,
wilh the riglt hand raised, was most commitung o these siudents. One sees
the whole ceremony as a consumtation of all thio content, teaching methods
that had been taught o the students. Tt aiso most fittingly consolidated the
cfleet of the "Professionnl Guidance Courses” which were conducted by

Mr Manthata, and other Psychological officers. Il was indeed o worthwhile
exergise. (58)

Commenting on the effect of this "Pledge Service” on his former students C.M. Puka stated
that :

Fram {he leedback, through letters and verbal communication, [rom
ox~students and headimastors of schools where these ex-studenls were/are
tenching, one could deduce that the pledge had a lasting motivaling elTet on
most ex~studenis of Mokopane, Even Loday {1988), sume earlier completers
still remember "Pledge Service” very vividly and try to do what they pledge
they were going to do - randering good sorviee, In the Name ol our Lord Jesus
Chist. (59)

6. Natienal Servicenien

What could ve regarded as anothor measure of control was the appointment of National
Servicomen of the South African De ence Force on the tenching ostablishments of the teacher
education institutions in Lebowa, When student unrest started assuming increasing
proportions within schools in Lebowa during the 70's, National Sorvicenien were brought in (o
“lond & helping hand" ot those institutions in Lebowa.(60) Harly in 1976, the Seerstary of
Education in Lebowa, Dr, Van Dyk, called a meoting of all principals of tencher education
institutions in Lebowa in Plolorsburg, and brought to their attention the et (hat ench
institution would gel two National Servicemen who were going te serve as sporis roforees (at
first only) on drys whon schools held the sporting festivities. (61) However, as {rom the early
80's, National Servicomen becams a common [eature specifically on the leaching
ostablishments of some of these institutions in Lebowa, At Mokopane College for instance,
Johan Croenewnld was appointed as an instruclor In physicnl edueation in 1983, to be
[ollowed by ingelbrecht appointed as a lbrarian in 1984, both National Servicemen who were
olad at all timey in their military attire complete with pistols aitached to their sldes. (62) When
one considers thut theso servicemon were regularly visited by members from {ho locat army
command, one cannot rule out the feeling Lhat their conspicuousness was parl of n ¢ongerled
uu:]-.nl;p.l {0 neutraliso tho restive situation emerging within educational instiutions during the
mid 80's.

This chapter has cssentially argued and shown how control ontered into the very heart of the
operation ol the institution ; tho rules defining behaviour, the struclure of authority, the
atehitecture. 'The currleulum based on Fundamental Pedagogics did not in any way challenge
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5,2, Philosophienl Underpinnings of Educational Theory

Fundamental Pedugogics even lo this day remains the dominant theoretical discourse
underpinning educalional theory at Mokopane College. The Educational And Teaching Series
by Engelbreeht (et al) wore preseribed reading for Education LILIIL, teacher-{raince students
at the Mokopane Collegs for the greater part of the 1980's, Mokopane College is probably the
only College still teaching Fundamental Pedagogics cven at this present time. The dominant
thomie that runs throughout these texts is the claim that “Pedagopic authority is a service
rendered by an adull to a child who Is eager (o realise himself ay an sutonomous being 1. 1he
realily of life", "Adulthood" within tho conlest of Christinnity is deseribed as the all
oncompassing aim of education. (49) Such a definition prosupposes that upon reching the
magle state of adulthood, learning need no longer continue. This neglecls ali other learning
that can oceur in life, (50)  This unilincar view of edueation pravents students from being
able to confextualise education within the wider power relations operating In soclety. The
abovae readiings lotally neglect ithe political economy and Uiere s subsequenily no
developmant of any critteal language skills thal would cnable students (o demystify aypects of
tho hegemonic curicullum,

Critics of Tundamental Pedagogios have argued that il masquorades iy own "progeientific”
assumiptions as if' they were goientifically derived conclusions; that while claiming to bo
phenomenologieal as regard to the nalure of ils research, its practitioners engage in a kind of
elymologioal analysis cf the origin of words.(51) Thus the prelensions to scientific objectivily
of Fundamental Pedagogios, and the posilivist manner in which it is taught, prevents Leachers
from developing an understanding of the dialeclic belween schooling and sociely and the
historical conlext within which it operates{32) It neutrafises and depoliticises educational
discourse, and does not provide siudents and teachers with the concepls necessary Lo Assess
criticalfy its claims about oducation. The Institutionalisation of the discipline of Fundamental
Pedagogics legitimates ils practice al the concerned institutional sites. Teachers are (hug
compolled Lo lake courses In Fundamental Pedagogics and its related disciplines in order to
become aceredited. {4%) The Siale thus "mandates the form and content of tencher educalivn
paradigms through tac legislation of certification requirements for prospective Leacher”. (54)
The impact of the digeipline of Fundamental Pedugogics must be of some concern especially il
"Power is &l its most durablo and infonse when running silently through the repetition of
Institutionalised practices". (55)

83, Solemn Pledge Service

Another aspect of the ideologlcal dimension of the Leacher<tralnees' edueational exprrignee at
Mokopane Collago concerned a solemn "Pledge Service" as a method of promoting dedication
to 'he teaching profession. This practice was inilinted by D.C. Tscbe, a leacher at the
Mokepane College in 1971, who felt that a coremony entalling the pledging of dedicalion 10
the teaching profession, would conerctise what he had taught them in his subject called the
"Principles of Education®. (56) The pledge read as foliows ;

[ am sowing you, sendling you, scaitering you, go out inlo the world and serve
the nation ... Ksep the namie of Mokopana and Never despair
(NIL DESPERANDUM) (57)
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21. Sophenla Manmabolo, student, Inlerviow with F, Bhyal, Potglolessng, Juno 1994,
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within the township. Saturdny sfternoons were glso an ideal time to gather inconspleugusly on
the soccer ficlds boeause of repular leaguo fixtures, (84)

'The development of these proactive groups that enabled the exposure of aliernative currictla
to students, demonsirates again the crucial impact of consclous human ngenay. This is a good
examiple of the ability and momentum of black resistance "to initiate and creato spaco for itself
even under the most liogtile conditions”, (85)

A second important development which could be relnted to "democratio organs of people's
power" was the emergonce of the Matimu Cultural Group in flie district of Mokerong in early
1989, This group, influenced by COSATU's educational programine within which aspects of
enflure wero to be vsed as o medium of consclentisation, was signiffcantly comprised of
unionists and students. Thus the Matimu Cultural Group araong others included unionists such
ns Sophy Tlhongwane, James Scota, Boysea Thole coupled with activist such as Vaallyn
Kekang, Gladys Tibane and Sophonia Mamabolo from the Mokopane College of Education.
Drawing on worker-inspired praise poctry, enacting plays and widening their ambit 1o include
African Cultural Musicians, the Marimy Cultural Group became a powerful medium nf'
niobilisation and consclontisation withdn rural villages in the disirict of Mokerong. (86)

To sutmatise, the deonde of the 805 thus witnossed tho ecmergence of moss protest
movements in the form of the United Democtatic Front and the Mass Domaeratic Movement
whtich included over six hundeed alfiliates including vibrant elvic organisntions, The pedod
also snw the emergence of one of the most formidablo trade unlon movemonts in the form of
COSATU with 30 000 well trined shop stewards, Apatt from u factory-floor role, COSATU
played a political role in establishing democracy and getting labour involved in decision
miaking, with its prosence strougly being felt in civil socioty. The emetponce during this period
of n chartorist dominated union in 1985, the Catering Commerein! and Allied Workers Union
{(CCAWUSA) signalied tho beginning of consistent and sustained trade union aetivity in
Potgtotersius, This chapter fing shown liow the structural alliance between UDI and COSATY
affilinted unions solidilied tha relationship botween students, unlonists and civie arganisations.
This led (o Lhe joinl development of counter hisgemonis inftintives which impncled on mass
consclousness within the region. The historlcal nccount presonted in this chapter thus
substantiates an important contentioti of this study, which s thet rosistance can become
genoral and militant only il'it is able Lo break out of its isolatlon, both practically and in torms
ol consciousness,

NOTES:

1, R Levin, & Moll aned Y. Nate'ng, *The speoutcily of struggfe In Sosth Afean education®, in
%n;erhnllcr etal (edsh Appriheld Beluention and Ponulur Sireelos, (Ravan Pross, Johannesburg ), p.

Mininele, p, 174,

Mokopane Collepe Archives, File € 23/892, Lettor from (he Clreult Inspecior of Edueation to the
Secrelary of Lebown Education reforring to o hostel inspection repord, dated Seplombart 1976,
Mmilnels, p. {7

Thid,

Kamela Masuku, Interview with F. Bhyal, Potplclersrus November 1995,
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Apurt trom theso events, there was no rogistered evideneo of political activisnt Juring the
period 87-end-88, As the rector himaelf later in a meeting belween parents and the college
admipistration vommented ;

In 1987 and 198§ Mokopane college had no SRC and for your information
there were tio strikes in thoso years,

Referring to the sub-cominlitiees ho writes "each of these commiittees had an exceutive of live
yep- regentatives ... a constitution which worked smoothly®. (81) A referendum vonducted in
1987 to gaugo student acooptance of an SRC revealed that 75 percont of students rejected the
SRC. (82) '

As a result of the liRing of the state of cmergenoy in 1989, ther was 3 s, .. re-cngagement of’
student activiam, This sugpests that tho conditions provailing under the stale of emergency
wag ¢ serious factor militating agalitst student reiivism during that poried.(83)

During this period most of the established student giructures were weakened nnd fragmentod
29 0 rosult of slalo repressibn under the cmergency regulations, MAYCQ uctiviats went
underground nnd oatablished in lato 1988 the Mahwelereng Interim Youth Structuro, This
organisation divided the fownship into blocks. Actlvists were cleoted to serve the different
blocks and given the task to form blook committees, These UDKE affiliated commitiees
organised alternative programmes of education, Studeitts spent Ume in workshops dualing
with themes situating education within its bronder soclo-cconomio and political context, The
trade union movetaent COCAWUSA provided activists with relevant literature.

Particulor booklets such as "the ABC of Dinleotical Materinlism® : the "ABC of Social and
Politienl Knowledge! sub titled "What are Classes and the Class Struggle” by A, Vermakova
and V. Ratnikov, publications of The Aftlesn Communist, ns well us Lenin's On_Nationai
Liberntion and Saclnl Empheloation all became an importatt part of the alternntive sylinbus.

It was the task of the olocted representatives to prepare the coursework and distributo the
materlal to sludents, Students wore given fime to read the material and a discussion was held
on tho sccond mecting for the week, Bach siudent was asked to share g opinion on the lopic
lo bo dissussed. Students, aware of the dangors of poliee and informer surveillanes during this
period ohose Tuesday and Thursday nights for block meetings beeause those were the nights
when TV2 broadensted dramag, Aware that the community at large would be busy viewing the
drantas, sludents seized thia space nnd time of least cutiosity and atiraction to movement

58



>

On September 24th 1985, students at the college, suspeoting administrative complicity in the
detention of activists, bogan atoning administrative buildings. ‘They also "serongly” (hreatened
the nighit-watch Mr Thebetho wito "now feels that his life Is in danger". (75)

In tuaction to the turbulence of the year, minutes of a reclot’s meoting lield at Kwenamoloto
College of Bduestion n November 1986 Indicated that students were in Iuture to be
ihuroughly sereened, This wag to serve as a "measure to regulate uawanted olements in both
classes and fostels at collegos of education”, Registration of students regardless of course was
to be valld for ane year only, This was "undoubtedly” to “improve the conduct of students".
The rector was also sssigned addditfonal powers to rofuse registrotion of any student without
having to give reasons, In responsa 10 a question as to whether SRCs could use college fuads
for attending their meetings it was categorically stated that only sporting activities and not
palitical meetings skould be financed with college finds, It was also resolved to "station two
{rainer sacurily guards" at each college of education “to pretect dopartimiental properly. (76)

7. Student Resisiance 1o the Perlod 1987-88,

During this ppriod 87-88 ihe college administration tricd to rognin the infiative and altempted
1o plncatoand co-optatudentsby re-instituting sub-committees suchas:

(a) Tho All Sports Commltico

{(b) Tho Student Christing Movomont

(0} The Culftural Commitice

(d) The Ashletios Commiltice

{0) The Comimitleo of Clnss Leaders {77)

Both the All Sports Commitice and the Commitice of Clngs Leaders wero to have a rigld
lop-down organizatianal structure, Thus the All Sports Conmilttes was Lo vonstitule the
"Sport Executlve Council! at the college. Ity chairman and secrolnry wore to be focturers
reprosenting the rector,

All docisions taken by this SEC were subjoct 1o approval by the reclor and tho input of the 'All
Sport Conimittee wag to ba via the "Sport Executive Council®. This councit was Lo reporl to
and deal diracily only with the rector. (78) This is a typicnl characloristic of homeland
Institations. Francine de Clorq reforring 1o the socio-political nature of homeland institutions
notey, “The top administration tends to dictate its decisions to university niembers (rom whom
it expeats compliauce and little indepandent Initiative or oritical thinking™. (79)

In carly 1988, the reolor, reforring to a meeling bold to oluct hostel reprosontatives,
commented that s

thera ja an underground movemont that discourages the eleation of student
leaders ... during the process of distribuling the rules and regulations to
boarders, I saw many boarders simply tearing them and dumping them into the
wastepaper baskats, (80)
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policemen and councillors, the dismissal of popular [eaders, the death at polico hands ol'a tocal
netivist, the tactic of consuntor boyootts, nave in dilferent communitics become precipitants
for now lovel of organisation and militancy", (66)

Thoese events took place within the context of n goneral recession coupled with the severe
drought and a Jismally filing economie polloy of decentraiisation. Industries such as Tongant
Cottons Mills and NTK (Northern Transvaal Korporasie), lwo of the major employers in the
spesific aren wore lquidated dnd relocated dubing the mid 1980s. Marpinal niines in tho
surrounding locality were outting back shaeply on labour. The lack of local etployment
ovportunity and limlted access to ngrioultuesl land kosulted over timo in the institutionalisation
of migrancy in the average household, (67) With the formal economy possessing a Hmited
ability to provide employment opportunities, alinost 40 porcent of the potential Inbour force
partieipate in the Informal and subsisterce sectors of this Northern Repgion. (68) By 1987,
Mahwolereng and the neighbouring village of Vaaltyn werb desoribed as "overcrowded
ghettos", (69) Tho Mokopans Collsge of Edueation is situated in the district of Mokerong
which tz a constltuent of subegion 3 of tho Northern Provinee. (70) The population,
mtarginalised into informal and subsistence agricultsre within Mokorony, rese from 36,8
porcent in 1980, to 40,5 percent in 1986, The male nusenteeism rate recorded al 44,1 percent
by the mid-80's itoplied that o conslderable number of economically active mintes were working
outside the Mokerong district, This was Indicative of inndequate loenl job epportunities. (71)

The analysis thus far bas shown how conditlons within the general econcinic and politicul
context fllter through to affect both tho reglonal and speeifio terrains, It hins also shown how
the development of counter<hegemonic foroes was also the outcote of the couscious ageticy
of zetivigls organiging within siructursg und ncling a3 agents of consciontisation, The changing
terrain had also begun to shape lssuos within the college. On the Tth of April 1986, the SRC
reported the danth of a membor of AZAP In the township, to the rector, They warned that it
would not be prudent to continue with lebsons, The roeson given was that the college sliould
show sotna concern {1 the matter, Both lio stafl and studénts after consultation concluded that
lessons should be suspended until ..o burial of the decensed, Condolonces were (o be
conveyed to the family of tho dereased. A delegation of members from both the staff and
SRC were sent to ropresant the colloge. Membors of the council complimented the rector for
tho manner in which ho handled the situation, {72)

The apparont softening of tho previously autosratio stance adopted by the college
adminisiration may have beon the result of 1 context wheteln youth wero constantly waging a
coneorted cuntpalgn agaltist conservative forces counled with the iatensificntion of polltiont
ftonts such as the UDF aad AzAPO, A positive cifect emunating from (hs geiiculation of
forces was the declsion by the college authorilies to consult Jolntly with students over the
issuo, A later refusa! llowever by the Lebown administration Lo an inter-college demand in
mid-May 1986 for a trecogtition of SRCs and AZASQ in nll collegos, led to the subsequent
boyeotl of al eollegos from tlio 18th of May onwards, (73)

During the stato of emetgency which came into effect on 12th of June 1986, excoutives of all
democratio organisations were either détnined, harnssed or placed under houso arrest, Radical
publications were bunned and political activities severoly restricted within tho region, Activists
ol the colloge SRC auch a5 Abram Pago, Vaaltyn Kekana and Sophoniz Mamabolo logether
with Imraan Loonat wers subscquently detained and irangforted {0 the maximum seourily
prison in Nylstroom, Gladys Tibane managed to oross the border and reached Zambia, (74)
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in most villages in January, demanded equal and free education and an end to white rule,
Moreover, the death of a mamber of the youlh congress, Mr Solomon Molctse, resulted in a

student boycolt at most high schools, (59)

By September, the Lebowa cabinet, including Mi%s, police, councillors, mayors and chicfs
convened o meeting to review "unrest prevalling it nlmost every patt of Lebows", The
meeting resolved to dismiss public servants who were nctive members of 'subversive’
organisalions pamely the UDF and AZAPO. In accordance with n declsion luken at the
meeting, the Lebows admivistration olosed boarding facilitics at most high schools, effectively
banning hundreds of pupils from the urban arcas from local schools in an attempt to ourb
unrest, (60) This strategy adopted by the Le.bowa ndministration i a demonstration of the
offect students from urban arcas were having on the politicul consciousness of rural students.

A bricf summary of the bronde: developments impacting on studunt organisatisn will belp
towards a more critionl understanding of the period now undor roview, In late 1983 the Frst
community neeting involving wotkers, students, unionista and the community at largo was
hold nt Molala's hotel to cxpross indignation ¢ the treatmerd meted out o QK's black
clicntelo, The disruption of this meeling by police nnd their treatment of both young and very
old, shockew and radlonfised the community of Mohwelereng, Oclobor 1985 saw the
roverberations the donth of Npooko Ramalope caused throughout reglonal colloges. In
December 1985 the Jaunching of MAYCO broupght logother students, unlenlst, the
unemployed youth and wider domogratio forces, changing the character of the politioal tereain.
This stinwlnted the mushrooming of many youth congresses in surrounding villages, with the
Mokopane Collone besoming the central venue for intor-congress mectings, MAYCO also
spurred the formation of songress-nlligned SRCs on schoal campuses which led in carly 1986
to the (ormation of a confederation of SRC's, The cmaergence of NECC structurcs nlso
influenced tho formation of both Maliwelereng and Parents Crisis Comunittees. Two of the
founder mambers of MAYCO Sogola and Boyses together with tho help of olher shop
stewards began organising and reerulling workers for SACCAWU, an affiliate of COSATU
and the fiest dominant teade unlon movenient in the town of Potgioterarus,

Tho community of Mahwelareog in part-response to tho Increasing economic doprivation,
lnunchet massive rent and bus boycotts in April 1986, From the ond of March 1986, youth in
Muiiwelotang  were reportedly waging & concoerted intimidation pampaign  ogainst
"eailaborators”, In mid-April the Mabwolereng homa of Lebowa's Mintsier of Education, Mr
S. Kwakwa wasg desiroyed in o petrol-bomb attack, Students also burned the education and
rent cirouit offises. (61) On die 4th of April & Lebows Timea journalist Mr Makompo
Kutumeln was arrested and subsequontly died in police oustody. Within days of this lncldent
police randomly shot and killed Mr Makgoe, a working class oitizen of Mahwelereng, Those
denaths sparked wide seala student boycotis and unrest. (62)

Both the UDF and AZAPO called a successful stay-away in the Poigietorsras arca on the 18th
and 19th of April in honour of Mr Kutumeln, (63) This calied was cndorsed by ihe
Mahwelereng confederation of SRC's, The burinl held on the 19th of April was attended by
thouspnds of poople, (64) Funerals wore lighly politicised with prominent speakers from the
UDF and AZAPO, The township was brought to a standstifl, New student membership started
swelling the ranks of MAYCO, (65) Thus the fusion of both economic and political factors
resulted in the convergenco of rent, consumier and student boyeolts and unrest. There was thus
n genoral trend in the fusion of issues throughout the country ; "high prices, atlacks on black
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what could be conceived. of as s people's education, This incrensing co-ordination between
different colloges was again illustrated on the 4th of May 1986, when the Modjadji College of
Etlucation hosted an intet-college «. ".ence, Tho purpose of the conference was stressed by
the president of the SRC 85 "the ynification of colleges and the formation of ca-ardinating
struclures", Those colleges were represeated by students from thelr respsctive SRC, AZASO,
and women's organisations, I &n attompt by students to gain more spaco and control over the
Ingtiutionn! icrvain it was rosolved that "no floor should bo given to any momber of the
Departmient of Education and Training® during graduation ceremonies, The significanco of this
rasolution is the opnortunity it provided for Activists to seize the space that graduation
¢+icmonies provide to address Inrge gatherings of students, A decision tahon at this meeting to
vapel all soldiers from collegos displays u resolute stand againgt the stralegy surveillance over
students, Thore was thus a growing challenge to establishod power relations, (56)

The DEs attempt to placate students by offering to establish u form of student representation
‘noluded tenchers, rectors and official sllege commitlco members, This led to some
uncertninty and confusion amotg adminfstrative ranks over the constitution governing SRCs.
An excerpt from a lelter dated 11/08/86 addressed to the Direclor General of DUT from the
ractor Mr Kgannkgae reflects the confusion as follows :

1 disqussed this matter with the Lebowa Governmont beeauso T thought it to boe
n looul mattar, but their feeling is that it is rattior general, Collepo students are
now organising themselvas at inteccolloge lovel, Is there no depari-..ontal
regulation agairst it? Can the SRC operate oulside the compus? ™

In principlo the SRC could not be tefested by colloge authoritics and it was this uncertainty
~ aver tho implementation of the guidelines, as a result of the duliberalions between the DET
andl student bodies, that oreated space for sludents Lo forim politloa! organisations.

This peclod wag oharscterised by a surge in studont militancy, increased politicisation nnd
ruthless stata reprussion. To enable us to understand both the conditions under which students
operated wnd the nature of the artioulation between students and broader democralle forcos,
wo need to footn riefly upon the reglonel context and therealter moro specifically upor. the
immedinto context of the Mokopane College,

4. Reglonal Potitienl Conditions in the Mid 80's

During 1985 the Lehowa roglon witneased disturbances at varlous schools including the
University of the Netth, A year after its formation ln February 19835, tho regional branch of the
UDF in thie Northein Tratisvaal centred at Lebowa, had grown rapldly from having 30 to more
than 60 affilintes, AZAPO was also a gtowing prosence in the reglon. Various cunpalgns were
inltiated to presruri.o the homeland's MP's to resign and to isolate miembors of the Lebown
Pollce, South Aftlom? Polics and SADR, (58)

On the 10th of Apr¥, the Northum Tratsvaal prosident of the UDF Mr Poter Nehinbeleng was
detningd in Sekhukhuncland and subsoquently died while in police custody, The fneral, which
was addressed by the vice-prosident of the UDE Eastern Capo Region, Mr Flonry Fazzl, was
atlended by between 20 000 and 30 000 people from the region, There was g reported display
of ANC and SACP flags at the funeral, A UDF branch in Northern Transvaal indicated in
April 1986 that u two month state of "clvil war" hod existed between secusity forces and the
people of Sekhukhuneland. Xt was also reported that youth congresses that had tughroomed
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the main obstacles to the achievement of people's education. (49) In the Norihern Province as
woll,

In tho eyes of most, especially the younger generation of teachers, TUATA
was a tool of the apartheld State limited Lo a consultative role in education.(S0)

In response {0 the localised chameter of educntional conflicis as well ns stale reprossion, many
smaller progressive tsocher eoganisatlons were formed in the late 80's. Thus tho 19835
graduntes of Mokopane College, together with other teacher activists, atfompted o form the
first progressive teacher organisation in Mahwelcreng called MATO (Mahwelerenp, Teachers
Organisation) in early 1986, Alter state harassment during the emergency, MATO [ragmented,
but wag revived in 1988 to ititiate the formation of the Northern Transvaal Teachers Union
(NOTTU) which was launched at the Mokepane Col'age In 1982, (51) This Union (NOTTU)
eventually morged into SADTU. At Mokopane College TUATA. inembership constituted of
llic older goneration of teachars who found it extremely difficull to shed their authoritarian
positions, In their rcjection of TUATA and acceptance of NEUSA, stucdonts were
recansiituting the established and unequal studont/stalf relation, They were thus beginning to
trticulate and challenge aspeots of the hidden dimensions of the curriculum,

The resolva to pledge solidatity in common problems conflonting coliege students, and the
deolsion to oalist the support of the community in voleing the temand to re-open high sehool
hostels displnys the broadening of the ambit of student alliances to include both conmunity
and student organisations. This signifles an awarencss that the problems thelng students was a
popular problem facing the community as a whole, and the renlisation that a linking up of
oppositional forcos would bo able to pose a more formidable challenge to the slole, The
prominence glvon to pendor concerns was the outcome of the constious openey of fomale
activists organising women ihlo groups around gender issues ut college lavel, (52)

The deeision to rename the Dr. CN. Phatudi college to the "Peaples Cullage of Education”
must be tenced to the growing effect emorglug structures like the NECC within the ropion
wete liaving on student consclousness, It noeds to bo romembered that the seerctary of the
Mokopane SRC, Gledys Tibane together with the principal of the D,G. Tseba High School in
Muhwelorong, represented the Northiorn Transvaal Region at the NECC conference held in
Durban, ‘Tbane returned to report on resolutions taken at this conference. (53)

Bven though tho iden of » "Peoples Education” was certamly presont améng the various
college SRCs as was reflected at the inter-college gathering, (hare was no coberently
articulated strategy for allornate eduontion. At this particular historical junciure the
transformativo role of 'peopics education' was not seon to be in the content or character of
'neaples education® but rather in s use as o means of mobilising and organising teachers,
students and paronts as o politieal forco In a particular sphere of thoe struggle {or national
liberatlon, (54)

It has boon suggested that the People's Education eampaign was revolutionary not becauae it
attompted 1o cstablish an alternotive ourriculum, but beoause it alicripted to oestublish a
counter hegemonlc powor within the schools (55) and to that extent I would argue that the
people's cducation campaign was very succossful, Morcover, the siate of emergency severcly
rastricled the dovelopment of an aljernate curdeulum, spart from Imporiant aspects of &
peoples history, However, the dovelopment of street and block commitiees as well as cultural
groups, that will be elaborated upon later in this chapter, did provide important elements of
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1o brogk out of their isolation, liasing with other national forees and SRC's, fucllitated 1his
procass of consclientisation,

5, Brondening Base of College Student Resisianee

In carly May 1983, the college SRC extended its network to high school SRC's and finsed on a
regular basiy with both MAYCO and the Mankweng Youlh Congress fiear Turfloap. During
this perfod the Mokopane SRC also spearheaded Lhe formation of the SRC conlederation of
colleges In the Northern Transvaal, Four mombers of the Mokopane college SRC served on
the executive of the regionnl structure, Gladys Tibar. was clected os chnirperson, Stanley
Kgosann, as troasurer, and Solomon Raselle and Voaltyn Kekonn as joint organising
secretaries. This conlederation seized (he space crealed by inter-college sporting activities
(which were promoted by college suthoritics ps a strategy to water-down political activities),
and turned these events into political symposiurns, (44)

A meoting held at Dr, C.N. Phatudi College of Education on tlie 12th April ‘980 inclutled
rogolutions lo boycoll all activities organised by TUATA and prominence Lo be given (o
NEUSA; to pledge solidarity with other colleges with common problems; to eater inlo
negotintions involving pupils and the community with the Department over the issug of the
closure of hostels in secondary schools within the region; Lo rename the Dr. C.N. Phatudi
college of cduention to "the People's College of Education™; 1o addross the {ssue of female
students subjected to *bard labourship" n dining room chores, (43)

The rejection of TUATA tnd sccoptance of NEUSA must be situnted within the context of
NEUSA's launoh at the Univorsity of the North in oarly 1986. Even though NEUSA met with
limied success In this region, its ideas after the launch were popularised in parts of the
Northem Province by teacher activists, As has been pointed out earlier in this chapter, Kamela
Masuku and Vaaltyn Kekana, & teacher iraince acilvist from Mokopane College, helped
popularise NBUSA's agenda It Muhweloreng, Teucher iraince activists were thus well aware
of NEUSA's alignment 1o tho brond demooratic movement. The distilusiontment with TUATA
must alse be focated within the broader listorical context of the develapment of established
teachor organisations. The radisal demuands of toohers for the Africanisation of mussion
cducation in the 1940s were accommodated by the state through the Afticanisation of
apartheid cdueation In the 1950s and 1960s, The success of established teachers’ organisations
such as TUATA in gaining increased promotlonal opportunities for its members served Lo
ontrench many of these feachers in the apartheld struolure. As a result these encher
organisutions incressingly cama to reprosent the interests cspesially within homelands of o new
elite. TUATA was oriticlsed by progressive tenchers for its lack of militancy and policy of
collaboration with the Depariment of Banty Education. (46) 1n the Northera Prov. -
TUATA wes also "saen to be too conformist {0 the educational adiminlstralion, rather 1han
defending the interesty of tho teachers®, (47)

The Innbility of ostablished tenchers' organisations to reguond to this erigis or openly support
studonts in their confrontation with the stale had lod o Uie emergence of the National
Education Unisn of South Africa (NEUSA) in 198, "Prograssive” 1eachers, dissatislied wilh
the "collaborationist” pollsies of the recognised teachars' agsacintions turned increasingly to
NEBUSA & o progressive allernative, (48)

Ih the fate 80s, younger NEUSA-aligned teachers bogan 1o target TUATA, inspectors and
authoritarian principals, who were regarded as instryments of state education policy and as
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In late 1985, trade union activisis logether with members of AZAPQ, onlied u ninss meeting ul
Molals's Holei in Mabwelereng (ownship to discuss both the larassment and randem

searching ol the black clientele at the local OK Bazaars in Potgietersrus. The issue of an

increaso in tho bus-fara was also placed on the agenda, Pulice stormed the meeting. Both
studenis and members of the communily, young and old, were baton-charged and lear-gagsed,
It the ensuing panis people jumped out of second floor windows and many clderly citizens
were injured, sorae critically,

Laier. the samo weck, students from all the ncighbouring schools, supporied by the
community which was incensedl by such indensitive brutality hold a mass meeting where they
unanimously decided to maroh to the police station and demanded the immediale release of
tletained students and members of the community. This event had n unify’ng and radicalising
offect on the community of Mahwelereng bringing students, parents and the bronder
community closer together, Parents organisod funds and Jegal ai ] for the detained students rnd
community membets, Members of the community, students and workers, decided to boycolt
the QK. The boycolt was so effective that OK offered an oflicial apology and rescinded the
decision 0 search black olientele, (39}

Baly the following yoar, on the 3rd of March 1986, high school students, afler having formed
SRC's as a resull of the MAYCO resolution, declded to stage a collective student march o
demand the crection of another high school In order (o alleviale the incrensing overcrowding
ul present schools, Coupled to this was the demand For an inerease in siationary at established
schools, The marching students ccided to enlist the support of the Mokopane College
students. The college students weto divided over the decision to join the mirch, wilh some
evenlually congenting to it This indecision was met by the chant "if you don't join us you don't
teach ug". (40) There was also an cloment of intimidation as high schoul students aler having
entered the lecture rooms immediately forced the students out. Pollce who are situated only
melros from the colloga brutalised studonts, who rotaliated with stones. Many were injured
and detained, (41)

Apart_from the offects of Institutional faclors on resistance, the politioally more militant
attltuclo displayed by high school studenis needs to be understood contoxtually. A feature
militating against tho rapid pelitionl congclentisation of college stuclents in earlicr years wos [ts
Ingulntion both geographionlly and sooially from urban and working class townshlp life, This
soveroly rosiricted oxlernal politlenl influence on the college and limited the infusion of
politlenal ideas cmanating from the broader political torrain, A prominont student activist
pointecd out that sccondary schools on the other hand were situated within working class
seetions of Mahwelcreng, They were more easily accessible to student activists, Students were
alse niore able lo mix with both working and unemployed youth. During brenks students
would oflen stroll to nearby cafes and were exposed during times of turbulence to burning
barricades and politieat geaffiti. An interviewee mentioned that "t would exeite us to sce o
tarpet burning®, and many studonts would readily Join in. (42) As Scokings has writlen
"students wera niot only motivated by educational grievances, civie concerns or political
floalism. A setise of adventure, even of fun, oncouraged many of them (o pardeipute”. (43)

A political actlvists at the College were better able to org. . ..+, articulate and intensify the

process of political cansdientisation, thoy were able (o unite the students ngainst
institutionalised forces, The politically heightencd terrain coupled with the ability of students
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CONCLUSION

The introductory chapler ol (s tests takes issue with South African educationnl
historiographers about the general neg'net of the economic imperatives in their historical
aceounts of raral ecduention. 1t has argtied that these warranied as serious n consideration as
the political in an attempt to undersiand the broader sontoxt of Bantu Bducation.

This is Tollowed by an outline of tho dominant fentures of the agratian coonomy of this region,
coverlng brielly the deeades just prior to National Party eontrol. Thercafter the analysis
sxantinos the genceal and spesific political economy iflustrating the broader labour crisis
periaining to the period, It proceeds lo show the emerging dilficulty over securing and
regimenting labour, This has been explored within tho context of the specilic agravian
iransition and ity nrticulation {o the urban political ecunomy.

The {first chapter of tho thesis, drawing on the reproductive paradigm, locates the restracturing
of the educational terrain and development of the college within e theory of Inbaur and the
capital accumulation process with referende to the specific iabour-repressive form of the
ceononty. The historical aceount prosented in this thosis argues thit it was the bronder
structural conditions thal concerned the state ; the disintegration of tribal auths <y and the
cansequent weakening of parental sutharity, resulling from land deptivation and a prowing
rural popilation; the large migratlon of youth regarded as the mosl productive labour for
commereial agriculture; socinlisation probloms of insubordination and desertion which alfected
furmers critically during scasonal Iarvests. All theso fictors combined with the structural
inefTicicneicy of migsionaty institut;ons Lo provide sufficient quantities of Jabour for o rapidly
changing agrarian economy were precipitating factors in the state's move to earnestly sel aboul
a restructuring procoss tn education in this region, This polley Inltintive under Bantu
Education was thus one attempt to address the Inbour erisis, Thia it did by rapidly expanding
the educational base at the lower level of achooling, which brought vast numbers of youth
under instituttonal control providing them with basic numeracy, literacy and n sacially
aequiescent ideology, The stress on primary education met some af the needs of commercial
agriceiure, T this way it was able Lo rogularise thelr employment on farms and
agro-indusiries within this region. The Implication for the argument is that the emerpence of
Mokopane College and of subsweauent colleges in this region waa closely relaled to the need
to provide tenchers Lo stall, control and tench basie skilla Lo the burgeoning number of
studenty in these schools rapldly created under Bantu Bdueation.

It could be nsked whelher student labour did in Mot constitule an important component of the
farmar's Lotal labour foreo, There is historieal evidence to suggost thal farmera mnde
considerable use of youth lnbour during the colonlal and missionary periods. Morcover,
within tho context of oritical labour shortagus, as this thesis has shown, the use ol student
tabour did indeed provide an important source of labour for firmers. The analysis has avoided
crude detorminlam by situating the educational restructisring process within the contoxt of the
interoats of difforent fractions of capltal,

The training and employing of teachers Lo serve tiese mms was imporiant for both the
ileologlen! and structural imperatives of broader state strategy, 1t was for these reasons that
ihe firgt biack teacher training Institution, the Mokopane * llege of Bdueation, wis
established in {948 in the Transvaal, Tn order to Increase rapidly the production of more
teachers for the lower primary schools, the Departritent of Bantu Education from the nid-80s
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for politicn! tssues. The mass politioal rallies reminiscent of the earlier periods were now much
Tess well attended. There appeared to be an emerging procass deseribed by Kumi Nafdoo as
"de-conselentisation”, (34) This process seems to have emerged out of & context that
witnessed (he coflapse of the Soviet Union followed by the rapid unbanring of'both the SACDP
atd Lhe ANC. These events have impacted on national consciousness. 'The unbanning of
palitical organisations and tha process of nogotiations politics srems to have had the effect of'
walering-cown (he nationgd democratic strupglo and revolutionary fervour of the 1980s.

There is also a positive development, albeit small, of' & core proup of student nctivists who
axpressed themselves within the discourse of tha langungoe of olass struggle. They were
predominantly affiliated 10 SASCQ, share strong loyaltics with COSATU and expressed the
hope for radical transforination, Presently they are acquainting themselves with Nkomo's
Pedngapy of Domination, (35) As the strugple of resistanee has shown, smali bieginnings do
not necessarily hive 1o mean litte endings,
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5, Resistmice Revolving Around Limited Resources

Within the context of both dwindling employment opportunitics and demographic concerns
such as the rapid growth fn secondary enrolment duriag the decade, the college recorded an
inerense from 7 000 applications in 1987 to miore than 14 000 by 1991, {30} Thisisa
phenomenal increase of n hundred pereent within a period of three yoars, The college
tesources, desipned (o oater for approximaiely n thousand studerits, beenme the focus of
student contention during the late 80s and carly 908, Student resistnnee whiclt included the
siralegy of boyeotts and eluss disruptions contained an element of intimidation ag well.
Unadimitied students disrupled classes in an atlempl Lo enlist the support of admitted students
wilh members of staff and the administration becoming targets of student anger and
frustrations during the process,

The SRC in an attempt to resolve the problem domanded the right to be ineluded on the
administeation’s admizsion panel. The authorities concaded the request. This atlempl

fed 1o the re-ndmission of o hundred more students, This wos atretehing institutionat
resourcos (o their limits and Rirther increased the large pupil-teacher ratio.  The SRC and the
atinistration were both unable howover to resolve student concerns which was in essence a
structueal problem. There were stilt thie sxplosive congerns of undreds of unadmit(ed
sludients. This situation fhreatened Lo split the demoeratic student movement. The SRC was
asked by the student masses to step down and restga, The administration, members of staff
a8 wolt ag the exeeutive of tho SRC were threatened with assauil, (31) Hyslop has aptly
sommented that ;

Since education provides tha key (o tho very ltmited cmployment opportunitics
avalinble, and since it is tho site of socialisation and daily existence for masazs
of working class youtl, it is understandabie that it should beeome ait arent of
contention over seated regources. (32)

This tranented vision of the problom by the students unabla to articulate it within its stractural
corlext proventod them from mobilising and enfisting the support of the entiro studont body
within the numerous schools as well ns the community at farge. Student anger instead of being,
dirceted at bath members of stafl and Ihe SRC would htve yiclded more produstive results
fingl it been directed at the Lebowa administeation as both NBIAWLU and SAIYTU strikes
within (he reglon had proven. Howaever the problem was still indamentally o siructnra) ong,
encompassing both wider economio and political dimenaions. In relation to tho concept of
"eritical conseiousnoss”, students as is evident abovo, did not completely comprehend teir
pasition within the widor relations of power and structures of eapitalism. Even though they
pased formidable challenges to the Coltoge Administration, thare wero "limitations” (o their
*penclrationg”. Thus in Apple's words, "student action whilo holding out the possibility ~f
economic and political swareness, in this instance wag "relntively disorganiséd and unpuided”.
{(33)

The period way ths eharacterised by the development of a struclural crises which included
ceonomie, demographic and institutionnl features couplad with the glement of spontancous
Rluclent resintance.

There was also the emergences of a new trend during this period of the early 1990, Interviews
wilh aclivista ascertained that Iarge numbers of students displayed a goneral Inck of enthusinsm
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The presence of members among siafT aflilialed in progrossive teachar orgavisations such as
NOTTU und NEUSA and their alfeet ag agents of eonscientisation feflects (he intornction
between difforent terrains of contestation. As de Clerq aptly comments "these interun! agents
(ihe administration, academics and siudents } do not operate in a vacuuny; they are themselves
located within and are influenaed by the brorder bnlanee of soclal forves in socicly. 11 isin
that serse that interal and external termin: of st: 1gplo are constantly interrelnling and
inlluencing one hnother." (22)

4, Wements of Student Inflmidation

Thare wors u'so clements of both intimidation and student oprortuniss. Student boyeatts
cenfred for tie greater part of the yonr around the Issue of "credit subjests”. In 1989, sludents
resolved that no tid-year exams would take place until the adm:sisiration gave an assurance
that no studonts would have (o repoat the whole course having Tailed one of the credit
subjeets.( 23) In av altempt to resolve a profonged boycoti by students, parerts met with
members of the administeation In July 1989 and urged studonts to retorn to classes, (24) The
call however was not heeded by sturdents. Although student demands over "eredit-subjects”
seemed logitimale, Inter student demands were atrticuinted within the very togic of eertification.
Thua studen(s were later to domand thiat all leachers hand over the mid=year question paper
for "revision". Generally somie teachers were nat happy with tho demands but finally papers
had to bo handed over 1o the students because of "pressure and Intimidation™ (25) On the 8th
of' August during the ¢ourse ofa mass mesting, lenchers were salled in and “instrizeled” to
reduce the seape of work, which they did. (26) On the 14th of September aller students were
reprimanded for infringing on examination regulations by Mrs, Seroka, & lesturer at the
college, she was called into the SRC offices and “interrogated” by the SRC "diseijplinary
commillee”, (27) These incidents threatened (o create some discord botween students aid
lecinring stall who complained that:

no meaningful eddueation shall and can take place under the circumstances
 thescribed above, nnd we therefore resolve Lo suspeud leetures until such time
tho safely oF festurers at the college can bo restored, (28)

Although tho students challenged authority by not following rules, they did not

fundamentally challengo the content of education and the system of eredentlaling. Studenty
did not recognise the ideologleally laden conlent as problematic. Tn this way (hey reconlirmud
the social reproduative rele of the educatlonal inglitution. Reproductlon is thus "earried out as
much through eontradiction, through the relative autenomy of the lads at a cultural level”. (29)

By the end of the deaade, the cumulative affests ol a deepening recesslon caupled with the
drought, demographie and institutional felors, began to impact on both regloinl and focal
context, shaplng the nature of resistance. Thera ars only four private tealning centres and
{rnining schicmes In region G compared Lo more than 30 in the remaining regions, Morcover,
the Makopane Collogo of Bdueation 15 the only tertinry institution within the district of
Mokerong, Thers is presently within Mukorong, no other ttnining college, nor any
technikons. ‘Thus, the pressurcs arc incrensingly beginning to impact on the educational
lerrin and the Mokopnne Collage is i this respeet particutarly affected.
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commities constituted among o*hers, Sentle Fonyane, Solly Moralana, Mash Matsitela,(all
locturers al tha Mokopane Colloge in 1989), Joseph Diphofn, a former teashar trainee activist
from Mokopane College, Dudu Madishs, a former activist from Setutulwane College, who
subsequently dicd under police detention, Knmela Masuku and Lebogang Mphahiele, both
teacher activists in 1989, (16) This seems to confirm Logoathi's findings that :

It way largely those teachers whose political experionces had beon shaped
by the 1976 rovoll, the 1985 « 86 mabilisation in the schools and sspecially
tltose who lind partisipated in student politics at various colleges and
universitios who proved to be receptive to the idea of forming a new union,

(n

Subsequent to te launch, the Area Bxeculive Commilice established branches in most parts of
Lebowa, IHowever, while some of the campaigns underisken by NOTTU were "a reclamation
of teachor's erstwhile professional autonomy, an interesting restatement of professionatism®,

(18)

a large number of teachers took the deflance campnign to be a licence to be
irrosponsiblo, to fall to urn up for classes, and do niof do their school work
properly, Some arrived Iate af sehool and deparied early. Thore was no code
of sonduct, {19) :

NOTTU's opcmtllon and growth however, cut "decply inio the disenchanted membership of
TUATA", (20) As a result of the Natlonal Tencher Unity Forum's inltialive to creats teacher
uaity, NOTTU eventually morged inlo SADTU, in the enrly 90s.

Tha period between 89 » 90 saw the launching of the Mokopane SANSCO branch of the
Waomen's Lengue. 1L was itaclf also influenced by the relaunching of the Women's Leaguo in
Durban on the 9th of August 1990, The members artioulated the importance of aligning
forges with wornter's Tenguos, icashor unions, civic organisations and with PTSA's. As was
indicated cartier, speakets sucit as Billy Ranokgopa, the former national presidont of
SANSCO, as well ag Dr, Kgali from Medunsa, a high ranking member of SANSCO, woro
invited o address student rallios, AMAYCO had also merged into NOTYCO (Northern
Transvaal Youth Congress) during this period and many among the leadership of tho
Mokopane SRC shared 2 dun! moraborship with NOTYCO., Thoe interaction of democralic
forces betwaen the Instiiutional and looal terrain was by now quite apparent, 4s an English
tutor Mpho Mashabela commented “the language that students used to articw ate griovances
wis {loﬁni{cly not theirs, Thore was sertainly a process of consultation with groups from
oulsida." {21)
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‘The students consistently rendered problematie the functioning of Goth the formal and hidden
dimensions of the curtictium, Metnbers of the council of heads of depariments indicated at &
meeting thal "student-tcachors want to have a say in both academic and professional matters
such as the quality of a Lest, the subject matter to be tested and the desire to control the
classrootn activities of the leotures," (1)

3. The Role of Pro-nctive Tencheis

Teachers also played an important role in the process of strupgle. One of these teachers was
Fanyine, wio was a prominent member of the Northern Transvaal Teacher's Union,
(NQTTL), which el an alliance with the broad liberation movement, He taught n course in
school management at this Institution, The course stressed both governmenta! rules and
regulations governing teachiors ag well a3 teacher dutfes and expectations in terms of conducl.
These were challenged with great offect by Fanyane, who manipulated the prescribed
curriculum to challenge "state indoetrination”, The "unilateral drafting of the curriculum”, the
per-capita incomoe of racial groups and the surveillanca role of prefects were among some of
the issues discussed with students, {12}

The period afso saw the appoiniment of Mr. Felix Malunga as vice rector to tho college. As
was indloated much catlier, Mr, Malunga in hig previous role 28 » principal al Gojela High
attended the NECC conlerence hetd in Dutban in 1986, as a candidate from the Northetn
Trangvaal, This influenced his role in initinting the formation of Mahwelereng Parent's Crises
Committee (MECC). During the mid 80s he played an important mediating rol in the conflict
between UDE and AZASM aligned SRRC's within the high schools, During the brief absence
of the autocratic reotor, Mr, Kganakga in early 1989, Mr, Malunga assursed the post of
netingrector, Seizing the space provided, Malunga re-admitted most of the activists who
played a prominent role In the 85 « 86 colloge uprisings and were detained during the state of
emorgence ¥ and subsequently reloased in early 1989,{13) Thus the role played by boll:
students and progressive teashers indicates that power is not absolute but importantly
medinted by the speeific activities and relationships of agents within institutions,

Those tancher activisty alsa played & erucial role in faollitating the process that led to the
taunch of the Northern Transvaal Teachors Union (NOTTU) at the Mokopane College in
1989, The formation o NOTTU must bo scen within the context of the incrensing
tisillustonment of Llenchers with TUATA, (noted in the provious chapter), and the broader
movement in the Iato 805 to organise all teachers Into progressive unjong aligned to the broad
liberation movement,

Tencher activists (rom Mokopane College such as Sentle Fenyane, Felix Malungn, the vice
rectar in 1989 and Mash Matsiteln were among others who actively participated in and
provided al risk to themselves, « votiue at the Mokopane College for the numerous meetings
fteld to workshiop ideas for an alternate teacher structure prior to the launching of NOTTU.
Thess meatings woro also well attzaded by teachers such as Vaaliyn Kekana, Joseph Molobi
and Stantey Kgosana, who were teachar trainos activists at the Mokepane College during the
mid 80s. (i4)

NOTTU was Inunched on 10 November 1989, at a meoting attendad by about 120 teachers at
the Mokopane College of Bducation. (15) The membership of'its area excculive commiliee
reftests the medinling role that Lencher activists played in the process of stiruggle. The
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It was unanimously decided to revitalise the SRC, empowering students and enabling them to
drticulate their grievances, An Ad-hoc committee was formed, Following lengthy discussion
with the college administration, sfudents were asked to Fold a referendum to gauge feclings
towards the SRC, There was an overwhelming yos vote with 80 percent of students voting in
favour of an SRC, (6)

This period also saw (he formation of the Mokopane Women s Leaguo being established on
eampus, under SAMSCO, Stsulu's release was celebrated, Speakers such as Biily
Ramokgopa, the i-'orn w national president of SANSCO ag well as Dr, Kgat! from Medunsa, a
high ranking member of SANSCO were Invited to address student meetings. The Mokopane
SRC during the period initlated the dismantling of the segrogated Lebor.» Sporting
Compelition, which wag headed by the administration, This spearhes.ed the formation of the
first cotiege branch of SATISO { South African Tertlary Institution of Sports Congress). The
college hall was also transformed into a people's hall, providing & vete to disquss
community grievanses, or any political meeting initiated by the community. The SRC now
had its own coffers, a well equipped office with access to typewriters and pholocopying
mncliines.(7)

The preamible of the SRC conatitution submitted by students indicated an awarenesy by
students ol their rols within the brooder soclely, They stregsed that :

Wa Lhe black students of Mokopane College of Education, realising that we
arg members of an oppressed eommuntly bofore we are students and
gommitting ourselves to & non~racial democratic society free of exploitation
and national oppression in whish harmony among people will prevail, find It
necessary to artioulato the agpivations of the students of Mokopane College of
Education In a united and organised manner, are thereforo determingd :
2. To orgnnisu students so that they could play a motre meaningful rolo in the
comimunity in general,
b. To organiso sludents of‘Mokopnno Collcgc of Education so that they could
take up their demands for a relovant rolo in society, (8)
This constitution wax subisequently rojected by the administeation which was by now fully
aware of student capability and folsted its own vorsion of tho constitution on thens, Tha
preamble read
The Mokoptme Students Ropresentative Counell 15 rot a politica! body. I
shall thareforo not identify ilyelf with any politieal partns. askociations,
organisationt or any such movoments inside or gutside tha sampus of
‘Mokopane Collcge of Bducation. The SRC ghal} function within the
structures and instruction of the Lebows Department of Education 83 executed
by the Mokupatie College of Education. It shall not work as g pressur~ group
in the administration of the college; instead it shall advise and make refoy ant
recommendations of matiers within its jurisdiotion, (8)
The students, although reluctantly acoepting this, did not subseribe to the conditions imposed
by the ndministration. Students in faot manipulated the space provided by this constitution (o
stage politicnl aclivitios, They were accused on nimerous oconsions of renaging on the
agreement, Thus in mid-September 1989, the advisory council, volaing
concern about (he astion of the SRC, stated
They convene mass meotings almost overy other week without permission by
college authorities, They disregard all stipulations, rules and regulation
thereby Jeopardising the whole process of teacher-fraining theti rendering it
useless as it were, (10)
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CHAPTER 4
NATURE OF STUDEN'T RESISTANCE FOR THE PERIOD 1989 - 1991,
1. Intreduction

This chapter anafysos the period of resistance between 1989 « 1991, The initial part of the
diseussion records the formidable challenges posed by students to colloge authority, It also
shows liow pro-notive teachors contasted clements of the school surriculum, There ate
striking paratlels to Molteno's desoription of the student/staif relations in his article on the
1980 Cape boycotts, He writes that prior to the boycoti, teachers and principals perceived
nothing problemaiic in sheir imposition of authority of atudents who, for there part, took its
legilimacy for granted. It was precisely this fundemontal aspucts of the relationship of control
of students by stalf which was consistently and completely inverted during the coursé of the
boyeott. Student/slaff relations were thus rapidly being reconstituted, (1) Students
managed Lo (ransform significantly the internal social relations of power, The latter past

of the chapler shows how cconomic, demographic and institutional imperatives, coupled with
thei clement of spontaneous sludent reaction, fised to shape the form and content of
resistance.

It draws on Willis's cancepts of "penetration and limitations” to note how "students
participate in the contested reproduction of the ideclogical and material system of which they
aro & part", %2.) The students under Willis's study do to a degree penetrate and demystify the
siruature of inequality reproduced in schools, These "partial” glimpses ave however
foreelosed by “limitations” whish provent them from discerring the "complete" nature of
capitalism ag a "system of cinss domination bised upon the approprintion of surplus value
emanaling rom their own labour power”, (3)

Such an analysis provides a non mechanistic view of how idcology works :

by being actively construeted and reconstituted through the ongoing
apparently opposilional lifestyles of youths such ag the subjects of his study,
rosulling in n mode of exigience in adult Bfe which is precisely what capitalism
requires. (4)

2. Re~engagement of Studend Activism

The slidont generation of 89 « 90 emerged from the turbulent mid - 80s dispiaying a more
militant political stance agninst the college administeation. Its lendership conslated of
students who wera prominent members of the youth congresses sinoe the mid - 80s.

Sensing the mood of the students and piven the political space created by the fiRing of the
siate of emergency, student attivists such as Ndo Mangals, a founder member of MAYCO, i,
conjunction with Joshua Bambo and Snin Mashao, issucd a pamphlet calling on studenis not
to pay administeation fees untit further olarification, A mass meeting was calted, Students
rallied around isswes such s incroments In college foes and of sexval harasament of female
studonts by members af staff, (5)
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Mokopane as it evolved under apartheid, Students contester) authority relations, curriculum
and efforls Lo contain and isolale then physically and mentally,

But the analysis covering the period of resistance in the late 80s and early 905 also probes the
issue of "erilical consciousness” in relation lo recarded aspects of student intimidation and
individualism, 1t lins revealed how teacher (rainces In this institution, both engaged in and
partially reproduced hegemonie ideologing. This part of the thesis has also shown how
demographic imperatives, the lack of alt srnate tertiary institutions and dismal economic
conditions, which included the critical lack of anployment oppottunities, importantly came (o
shape the form and content of resistance.

Finaily, in respoi- Lo the need for transformation, the Mokopane College has cstablished a

Gavarning Council ust represents community and professional structures, These structures,
stablished in 19935, include SADTU, TUATA, SANCO, COSATU, NEHAWU, SACC, the
Department of Hdueation (Norih), Pensioners Assosiation, the Mokopane staff'and the SRC.

Presently, as & resull of new national policies to reduce the production of teachers in teacher
colleges and the teacher unemployment erisis in this region, the intake at teaching colieges {s
i bo drustieally reduced to prevent the training  of sirplus teachors, Within the context of the
tack of* alternate Lertiary institutions in this sub-region, the state approved establishment of

- technikons (1) would certainly case the problom and lead to skills empowerniient. THowevet,
the current unemployment rate is 48 percent, with only two out of every ten new enlrants Lo
the labour foree finding employment, {2) Tho establishment of technikons without any
paralle! development of (ko cconomie infrastructure will not ease the plight of the unemployed
who may now include further numbers of tenchers. Asg this thesis has suggested, the resistance

-in later years was a symplom of the degper economio crises of unemployment and an
impoverished cconomic infrastructurs. Bven M asplring ieachers were Lo be re-direcied to
teohunikons, there would have Lo b smployment vacancios to accommadate them. The
imminent procoss of teacher rationalisation withoul any subsequent stimulation and
restivaturing of ceonomic conditions in this provinee will not ease the phyyt of teachers,

On a positive nole, the Urban Renewai programme fig approved projects in tho area which
- Inchude low cost housing, the provision and upgrading of waler and sanitation, roads and
stormwater, clectricity, recrenlion, educational, and transport facilities and health services.
"This, it 18 micipated, will resul( in the creation of focal job opportunities, a situation
conducive to skills (ransfer and capiicily building, community empowerment and the seneral
improvement of the quality of life of the Jooal residents, (3)

The Impartant question thal remaing, concerng the sustainability of such projeets over 4 period
of'timo and its strict monltoring to ensure that it benefits the powerless. To plan (or fonger
termt ecanamic developmant, there would have Lo be b thorough Investigation of tha varlous
sectors of this regional coonomy and of the potentirl for growth, Thus, policy makers will
have 1o stratogise around (he socio-ceonomic dynamics referred to abave in order to bridge
thepry and practice.
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onwards quickly established four Junior Sccondary schools with hostel facilitics in the
pirovince and introduced the Lower Primary Teachers Course in addition f4 (hie Junior
Secondary Course, Missionary institutlons within the region were also brought under the
control of the Depariment of Bantu Bducation and instructed to offer the Lower Primary
‘Toachers Course (LPTC), in addition 1o the Higher Primary Teachers Course (HPTC). The
policy alTecled Misstonary institutions such as Bethesda and Botshabelo,

Finally, this initial portion of the thesls has also suggested that political considerations such as
the Nationalist iden of extending separate development’ to all facets of civil sociely nlso
invalved the siting of Mokopane College in an hrea which was Iater to become part of the
homeland of Lebows,

Thiy second part of this thesis, which focuses predominantly on vesistance, beging by owtlining
the soclal order of authority, power and control established under the social regime of Bantu
Bdueation. The third chapter illustrates how the administration and control of the inslitution,
through a network of tules and survelllance practices served to entrench control over the
student body, 1t also argued that Fundamental Pedagoplos, as the dominant theoretical
discoutrso underpinning educational theory at Mokopane Collage, neuiralises and depoliticisos
edueationsl discourse and does nol present students and teachers with the concepts necessary
to assess ertically its claims about educatian, The subsequent chaplers of the thesis iowever,
slhow how Baritu Beluention failed in its attempt both to oifect soclal control and 1o crente
dacile functionaries for capital,

The appronch to this Iatter part of the thesis, by combining the stricturalist and Interactionist
accounis, avoids the irap of cconomic determinisn, ‘This part of the thesis examines how the
general political relations characteristic of the mid 80s, which cntailed both the rapid
oulgrowth ol UDF and trade unicn struotures, importantly influenced the rogional and specifle
politieal tervnin. Cmbracing Lhe cloments ol agency contestalion and struggle, it hias also
shown how the role of activists resembled the emergence of what Gramsel called "organic
intellectuals” who articulated the demands of the working class and were influential in
developing varfous political strategios.

This part of {he analysia has also shown tiow the emergence of youth congresses in the reglon
in the mid 80s created the conditions enabling the consolidation of the crucial alliance belween
students, untionists and the broader socloly. The period witnessed how teacher trainee
nelivists from Mokopane College broadencd thelr base of resistance by lasing and sharing
Ileas with trade unionists and student activisis from neighbouring colleges, These
dovelopments posed a growing challengo to ostablished power relations; as such il is o major
sartentlon of the thesis that resistance beahme general and militant in this instance only when
it wag able to break out of its isolation, both practioally and 1n tetms of consclousness. 11 has
emprhasisodd the Importance of the concept of relalive autonomy by showing the ecapacily of
ngents 1o erealo spaces (or the exprossion of an oppositional gullure, The sducational terrain
{hus beeame & i sortant site of struggle. Finally this period was also charpoterised by rent
atwl other boyeot s, indicative of impoverished cconomic conditions, which fed into the
politleal and inMuenced in part the form and content of resistance in this region,

In sum, the form nird content of resistance to education in the period studied related 10 forms
ol ceononic, political and educational control manifested in the structure and organisation of
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