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The Subway Artwork
Fietas and Fordsburg Links

Souvenir Programme

Public Art Launch
20 February 2011

- ) 11
JoHurg ) D ANS

Howorld class ATrican cily



Pragramime

9.

Subway celebration

Welcome

Fietas Voices

Mzansi Africa Delight

Keynote Address

Vote of Thanks
Unveiling of Plague

Artists' walkabout

Refreshments

Joburg Carnival Troupe

Clr. Boeta Rajah
Chairperson: Inner City Committee

Junior Jacobs

Zulekha Mamdoo

MNtate Modimokwane

Dr Abdulla Nana

Moving Into Dance Mophatong

Clr. Bafana Sithole
MMC: Community Development

fr. hLH. Patel
Clr. Bafana Sithole
Rookeya Gardee

Bronwyn Lace
Reg Pakari

Program Director: Steven Sack, Director: Arts Culture and Heritage
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Project Overview & Introduction

Legend has it that some time in the late 1800s, atruck laden with mining explosives accidentally blew
up, causing adepression. This prom pted the develo pment of thesubway which linked Fordsburg and
Fietas and generations of their peoples.

Forthe people of Fietas, the subway led to schools, clinics, bioscopes, eating houses, dance hallsand
places of work in Fordsburg. Similarly for the people of Fordsburg, the subway was the passage to
mosques, churches, bioscopes, shebeens, sports at Queenspark
grounds and shopping on De la Rey and 14th Streets.

Childrenwhowalked the subway with their mothers, cametowalkitin
hand with their children, who walked it in hand with their children. A
space that passaged lives within its frame, telling stories of pranks,
fights, fears, rivalry, spirits and romance.

Then Fietas was destroyed and Fordsburg forced into decline. No more
livesto passage, but arich store of memory.

In 2003, as part of The Fletas Festival, graphic artist Reg Pakari led a
team of young people, the children of Fietas and Fordsburg forebears,
in painting a large mural on one of the walls of the subway. This was a
brave initiat ive under conditions of scant resources. [twas time for the

subway to begin to speak, releasing itsstore of memory.
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