
Page

CHAPTER SIX: THE FUTURE OF HOSTEL POST APARTHEID
SOUTH A F R I C A .................................  178

� �� +-%&,(�'%+,-� ��������������������������������������� � � 	 �

4�� %2)� 7�#,*+%+,-+$%7� 9,$+%+,-� ����������������������� �  A<

5�� %2)� 7&)�,&�+$%7� 9 , $ + % + , - ������������������������������  A8

8�� 7',-0)&$+,-� ,��2,$%)*$� +-%,����+*3� �-+%$7� 9,$+%+,-� ��  !<

"�� %2)� 7�)-'+-/� ,��2,$%)*$7� 9 , $ + % + , - �������������������  !"

� �� ',-'*�$+,-� ������������������������������������������ � � � 	

CHAPTER SEVEN: CONCLUSION ..............................  � � �

BIBLIOGRAPHY ��������������������� � � 4 <

A P P E N D I C E S ������������������������������������������������ � 4 !



1

��������

This thesis set out to investigate the relation between 

hostels and the political violence on the Reef between July 

1990 and December 1993 which claimed 4756 lives. This 

relation is anchored in a broader discussion of firstly, 

political violence in South Africa generally, and secondly of 

the hostel system. This contextualisation frames the 

investigation of two Sowetan hostels Meadowlands and Merafe. 

These two hostels were among those that became focal points 

of political violence on the Reef during the period under 

review. The thesis argues that the political violence and 

conflict on the Reef between 1990 and 1993 constituted a 'war/ 

in which these and other hostels played a crucial part. The 

Inkatha Freedom Party colonised these institutions, ejected 

non-Zulu and ANC supporters and transformed the hostels from 

migrants camps into "fortresses of fear" from which many 

attacks on township residents were launched. The thesis 

attempts to understand this process through an in-depth 

investigation of Meadowlands and Merafe hostels as case 

studies. It attempts to draw a sociological profile of these 

two hostels. This has involved examining these hostels as 

social institutions, the social relations and culture 

operating within them, and their place in the social structure 

of the surrounding community. The thesis has included an 

investigation of the social characteristics of hostel 

residents such as their ethnic identity, age, gender identity,
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This thesis aims to analyze the role hostels played in the 

political violence on the Reef from the time political 

violence erupted in July 1990 until December 1993. It does
� �

so through two case studies of the Merafe and Meadowlands 

hostels in Soweto.

The thesis will analyze what is new and distinctive in this
r

pattern of political violence and the role played by hostel 

residents in this pattern^ The thesis will argue that while 

"war" is a contested notion, the political violence that 

engulfed the Reef constituted a war. It will further argue 

that the hostel system played an indispensable role in this 

conflict since it frequently provided bases and launch pads 

for the agents of political violence.

This thesis explores the relation between hostels and 

Political violence on the Reef between 1990 and 1993 largely 

by attempting to draw a sociological profile of both the 

Merafe and Meadowlands hostels in Soweto. This has involved 

examining these hostels as social institutions, the social 

relations and culture operating within them, and their place 

in the social structure of the surrounding township. The 

thesis has included an investigation of the social composition
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.3-4� pattern of violence compared with the past are its 

"#)"5!63-7!18� spread, intensity, source and duration.

�#.9##+� 1990 and 1993 political violence appeared to follow 

!� pattern. It intensified at moments of political consensus, 

*)5� example, as soon as the African National Congress (ANC) 

9!4� tied to the negotiation process by signing the Pretoria 

�-+:.#;� suspended their armed struggle in August 1990 and 

7)((-..#,� themselves to the peace accord signed in September 

1991, the numbers of deaths and injuries rose to an all-time 

high between July 1990 and August 1991 (Everatt, 1991).

Another significant characteristic of the political violence 

was that it seemed to decline at times when it could embarrass 

the government. When the then state president of South Africa 

F.W de Klerk went on his diplomatic mission in October 1990, 

the violence declined a great deal; the same thing occurred 

when parliament opened in January 1991, and again when Inkatha 

and the ANC signed their ineffective peace accord on the 29th 

January 1991. Once again the violence decreased when the 

government sponsored a peace conference in June, which was 

boycotted by all the liberation movements but was attended by 

Inkatha. At all of these times a significant downturn of 

violence was experienced (Everatt, 1991).

It appeared that the level of violence declined when it could 

damage de Klerk's government, and it peaked when it could 

obstruct and weaken the government's rivals. The initiators
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of this violence were obviously against any "genuine and 

workable moves toward creating a peaceful climate and 

normalising political life in South Africa" (Everatt, 1991: 

5).

This thesis suggests that the political violence on the Reef 

was deliberately imported from Natal where it had been raging 

since the 1980's. The youth/comrades, the "warlords" and the 

hostel residents were central antagonists in this political 

violence on the Reef. Many South Africans both inside and 

outside the hostels who have experienced this violence defined 

it as a "war".

3. METHODOLOGY: RESEARCHING THE "WAR1*

In researching political violence on the Reef generally, this 

thesis has employed the triangulation method of research. 

Triangulation refers to the use of a number of different and 

distinct research methods to gather data (Babbie, 1989; 

Bailey, 1987;). The study has mainly used qualitative 

investigative methods of research. Mouton claims that this 

approach "concentrates on qualities of human behaviour, i.e. 

on the qualitative aspects as against the quantitatively 

measurable aspects of human behaviour" (Mouton, 1988: 1). He 

continues by arguing that "the aim of such research is not to 

explain human behaviour in terms of universally valid laws or 

generalisations, but rather to understand and interpret the 

meanings and intentions that underlie everyday human action"
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method of research is appropriate for an individual researcher 

because it enables him/her to study one aspect of a problem 

in some depth within a limited time (Bell, 1992).

The main methods employed in the research were:

(� ) A survey of both primary and secondary sources.

Bryman emphasises that the examination of documents 

such as policy statements, speeches, minutes, reports 

and so on is an integral element in qualitative 

research.

(ii) 82 interviews with male hostel inmates. This 

included:

- 51 interviews with Merafe hostel inmates

- 31 interviews with Meadowlands hostel inmates. 

These were in-depth, semi-structured interviews using 

a questionnaire (see Appendix � ) . These included 

closed-ended questions to obtain background 

information as well as open-ended questions which 

allowed for elaboration on key issues (Phillips, 

1985) . They are referred to in the text as 

"respondents".

(iii) 28 interviews with women connected to male hostel 

inmates.

(iv) 18 Interviews with key informants:

These were people who had particular expertise on the 

topic under investigation such as:

- Sanku Molaudi: PAC chairperson, Mapetla

- Zwelethu Mseleku: PAC vice-secretary Meadowlands
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- Godfrey Xgowa: AZAPO spokesperson Mapetla

- Peku Libuxnba: AZAPO secretary, Meadowlands

- Dr Golimolimo Mokae: AZAPO national spokesperson

- Mgungulu Ngwenya: ANC spokesperson Meadowlands

- Absolom Mogwera: ANC spokesperson Mapetla

- Sakie Macozoma: ANC national spokesperson

- Themba Khoza: IFP national leader

- Humphrey Ndlovu: IFP Transvaal leader

- Nkohlakalo Hlongwane: IFP spokesperson Mapetla

- Skhumbuzo Zuma: IFP spokesperson Meadowlands

- Ndabandaba Dube: Merafe hostel induna

- Sizwe Mkhize: Merafe hostel induna

- Dr R. Taylor: Wits academic

- Rev. P.K Ngcosi: Priest involved with peace 

initiatives

- Thembinkosi Ngcobo: sociologist

- Ndoda Mthiyane: Transvaal Hostel Association

- Ntethelelo Nxumalo: Transvaal Hostel Association

- Mojalefa Moseleki: Soweto Council spokesperson.

(v) 15 interviews with township residents in Merafe and 

Meadowlands using a questionnaire. (See Appendix 2) . 

These were randomly selected from the houses 

adjoining the two hostels.

(vi) Participant observation. This was probably the most 

important research method employed. It involved 

spending time in the hostels in order to obtain a 

more nuanced understanding and "insiders'* experience 

of hostel life including leisure patterns, social
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Distinctions are made between active and passive roles, open 

and closed roles and known and unknown participant observers. 
Gold distinguished four ideal typical roles: "the complete 

participant, the participant as observer, the observer as 

participant, and the complete observer" (Burgess, 1984: 80).

In this study I adopted the role of "observer as participant" 

whereby the researcher is a participant in ongoing activities 

while his/her identity as a researcher is known (Schatzman and 

Strauss, 1973: 61). The role of "participant as observer", 

requires a more active role in the work and practice of the 

respondents, was not possible in this study as the respondents 

were all permanent inmates of the hostel and I was not. The 

scope for active participation was therefore limited.

Burgess, however, points out that in practice the role of 

"participant observers" is often not so sharply distinguished. 

Rather, he says, that the participating field worker may well 

find his/her position and activities changing from time to 

time (Burgess, 1984). This point is echoed by Olsen and 

Whittaker who argue that roles are often not clear-cut in the 

research experience in that roles exist simultaneously, and 

that overlap occurs (Olsen and Whittaker, 1967).

4* INITIAL RESEARCH PREPARATION

Meadowlands and Merafe hostels are two of the biggest hostels 

in Soweto. They have an estimated population of 5 600 and
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evenings. Interviewing inmates in the evening helped in 

gaining insight into life in the hostel after sunset.

6. INTERVIEW PROCEDURE

During the time the research was conducted in the two hostels, 

violence burst out from time to time and involved inmates from 

both hostels and their neighbouring communities. Because of 

this it was a great effort to reach a target of 51 

interviewees in Merafe hostel and 31 in Meadowlands hostel.

Conducting field work in the hostels was not an easy task, 

particularly because the field work was conducted at the peak 

of the political violence on the Reef. This required appro­

priately timing visits to the hostels as well as carefully 

explaining my mission to my contact persons and my inter­

viewees. Winning the confidence of both the contact person 

and the interviewees was found to be a key that opened the 

doors to successful field work. From the first days of my 

field work in the hostels, I was authorised to select a hostel 

block, a room number and a person to interview by the hostel 

induna.

My thorough knowledge of �����	��  the main language spoken in 

both of these hostels, was an added advantage. This helped 

minimise the problem of understanding and interpretation, 

Particularly since all the questions were asked in �����	��
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was completed in Meadowlands hostel. This was coupled with 

a fear of being seen entering the hostel by the township youth 

who might have accused me of fraternising with their enemy.

Another problem in conducting research in violence-infested 

areas such as Meadowlands and Merafe hostels, was that of 

raising people's expectations. A sizable number of inmates 

in both hostels, particularly older men, women and children, 

expressed a longing for peace and the hope that I could assist 

them. My most frustrating moments during my fieldwork in 

these two hostels, arose from the realisation that I was as 

helpless as they were in the matter of coming up with 

solutions.

I was further frustrated by the fact that the respondents who 

helped me personally in my academic project will not benefit 

in terms of the solutions to the violence, and worse 

still, because of their high levels of illiteracy, they will 

not be able to read the thesis they helped to shape.
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CHAPTER TWO 
THE WAR ON THE REEF

1. INTRODUCTION

...for decades apartheid inflicted suffering on its 
victims. It is stupid to think the suffering 
inflicted by apartheid on the victims will end 
without apartheid putting up a strong fight to 
perpetuate this suffering. You see, apartheid 
presented white South Africans with a false sense 
of superiority for many years. The apartheid army 
and sinister forces created by apartheid cross 
borders to maim and kill anyone who dare challenge 
the status quo. It is unthinkable to believe that 
the regime will allow this to be lost at the 
negotiation table. It had to put on a strong fight 
under the guise of "black on black" violence. (Key 
informant no. 1, PAC Executive member)

During the three year period of July 1990 to June 1993 the 

Human Rights Commission (HRC) recorded a total of 9325 deaths 

in the political violence which engulfed the country, a death 

rate of 259 per month or 8,5 per day. The PWV region alone 

accounted for 4756 or 52% of these deaths. HRC records show 

a link with hostels in the case of 483 deaths or 44% of the 

Soweto total of 1106 deaths in the three year period. Among 

the problem hostels in Soweto which have been identified as 

sites of violence are Merafe, Meadowlands, Diepkloof, 

Dobsonville, Dube, Jabulani, Nancefield and Mzimhlope.

This thesis set out to investigate the relation between this 

pattern of political violence and hostels on the Reef between 

1990 and 1993. This relation must be located in a broader 

discussion of political violence in South Africa generally in 

this period. Political violence is defined as deliberate acts
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These destabilisation policies wrought havoc in neighbouring 

countries, destroyed social life, disrupted economies and 

infrastructures, and directly or indirectly caused the death 

and social dislocation of thousands of people. This art of

�
 destabilisation was later turned inwards against progressive 

forces inside the country and was perfected by the security 

agencies of the apartheid state.

Political violence in South Africa increased dramatically 

after the unbanning of the liberation movements and Nelson 

Mandela's release from prison in February 1990. The numbers 

of those who died in political violence almost doubled from 

2 166 in the 12 months between July 1990 to June 1991, to 

almost 4 200 in the comparable period ending July 1993 (HRC 

Report, 1993). However this pattern of political violence has 

deep historical roots in South Africa and has often been 

described as a 'war'.

2$� ���	������� �	������������ �	�������� ��	������ ��� ?���?

Frederikse emphasizes that "war" is not a new phenomenon in 

South Africa. She claims that South Africa has been at war 

since the arrival of settlers in 1652 (Frederikse, 1985: 7). 

Other scholars believe it was in the 1970's, when the Soweto 

uprisings of 1976 took place, that the origin of war in South 

Africa can be seen (Davies, 1987: 35). Others identify the 

1980's, particularly between 1984 and 1986, as the period that 

identifies the emergence of war in South Africa (Cock, 1990:
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47 50; Evans and Phillips, 1988: 140). Other writers point 

to the period preceding the 1990's as marking the 

intensification of "civil war" in South Africa (Simpson, et 

al., 1990; Kentridge, 1990: 14-18; Mpheto, 1990: � - � ; 

Hindson and Morris, 1990: 21-23). This thesis argues that the 

political violence that engulfed most of the Reef from August 

1990 marked South Africa as a country at war.

At first glance the concept of "war" has a simple meaning but 

it is a politically contested notion. A number of key actors 

have referred to political conflict in South Africa as a war. 

In a speech made by Nelson Mandela at a rally in King's Park 

Stadium (Durban) attended by an estimated 100 000 people in 

February 1990, he said "We recognise that in order to bring 

the "war" to an end, we must learn to talk to each other as 

South Africans" (Copper et al., 1990: 257). Dirk Coetzee 

referred to the violent conflict in South Africa in the 1980's 

as "a twilight war". This implies that much of the violence 

that took place in South Africa from the mid-1980's was 

hidden. It is further suggested that "twilight war" meant 

that much of the violence was performed in secret by anonymous 

agents (Cock, 1991). This secrecy has a double meaning; in 

the sense that Umkhonto We Sizwe (MK) was operating as an 

underground guerrilla army in a clandestine fashion. On the 

other hand, state violence was also executed in secret by 

agents of the state.
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On the other hand, when the South African government was faced 

with the problem of defending itself against a court action 

filed by the End Conscription Campaign (ECC), it ironically 

described itself as a country at war. In that case the SADF 

was involved in a Supreme Court action filed by the ECC to 

restrain it from illegally undermining the organisation. 

Lieutenant-General Jan Loggerenberg, who was the chief of 

staff, asserted in an affidavit that the SADF was on a war 

footing (Cock, 1990: 46-70).

'War' is contested in theoretical as well as political terms. 

Cock (1990) contends that Hannah Arendt's 1970's definition 

of war as a "massification of violence" far from explains the 

South African situation, as this definition suggests a simple 

relationship between war and violence. The definition of war 

in terms of casualty figures of over 1,000 deaths a year is 

also overly simplistic. Scruton defines war as "a forcible 

contention between states with the purpose of overpowering 

each other by armed force in order to secure certain demands 

or claims" (Scruton, 1982: 489). This definition does not 

explain the South African situation because the main 

protagonists, MK and the SADF, did not belong to separate 

states.

Another definition that is inadequate in explaining the South 

African conflict is that of Kidron and Smith; according to 

them, "war" is an open armed conflict in which "regular, 

uniformed forces are engaged, on at least one side; the
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fighters and the fighting are organised centrally to some 

extent, and there is continuity between clashes" (Kidron and 

Smith, 1983: 6). This definition is much broader than the 

previous two definitions. However the problem with this 

definition lies in the fact that MK and the SADF were not 

similarly socially organised and there was no continuity 

between armed clashes of the two forces. Most of the violent 

clashes were episodic (Cock, 1990: 47).

In reality most of these definitions are flawed because the 

nature of war has changed from its conventional interstate 

character. Almost all of the wars in the world during 1993 

were civil wars. Virtually all of the violent conflict now 

under way in the world involves violence between internal 

groups, often ethnically defined, rather than states. Klare 

cites one estimate that "only four of the eighty two armed 

conflicts recorded in 1989 - 1992 were of a classic interstate 

character, while all of the remainder entailed some degree of 

internal warfare, usually along ethnic and religious lines" 

(Klare, 1994: 38). Increased intergroup violence is a major 

characteristic of the contemporary world, and South Africa's 

past and present is no exception.

The violent conflict in South Africa both during the 1976 - 

1990 period and the 1990 - 1993 period may best be described 

as a particular type of civil war, namely a "low intensity 

conflict" (LIC). The concept of "low intensity-conflict" 

(LIC) or "low level civil war"has been used by a number of



48

�����	������� �	����������� 	����� ���� ��������� ��� $����� �����	

@	������	������������������ !:<D������	��� =$��� '��F��  !A!6� 5J

)�	���	���9�����@���  !AA6�  5BJ� .����������  !!<6�  "J� '����	��

 !!<6� 5J� 2	������  !A!6�  AA>�

*��� ���������� ��������� ��� ���� @����� 	����� 	�
�@��������������������������������	���	�������������
�����	�� ��� ����� ���������� �	��� �	�� ��� ����� ������
��� ������� 	����� 	� ���������� ��� �������� ���������
='��F��  !!<6� 8:>�

%������@�������������� ��� ���F����������@������������� � � 	 � � � 	P

������ #�� �����	���	����� ��� ��	��� 	� 7����	�� @������� ��	��

��������� 	� �������	����� ��� ���������� ���� �	�� 	�� @������	���

��������	�� 	��� ���������	�� ������� ='��F��  !!<6� A:>��� %����

@��������	����������	��	������������������������	��������������

	@	������� ��	���

%��� ����� 7���� ���������� ��������7� ������� ���� ����� ��� 	� ��@��

����������	������	�������	���	������	������ ������  !:B�� $�����

�����	� �������� 	� @������ ��� �������� ��������� ������� 7���	��

����	����7� ����������������������� %��������������	��������	��

$����� �����	� �	�� �	����� 	� 7���	�� ����	����7� ����� ����

����������	��� �������� 	��� ����� 7���	�� ����	����7� �	�� �������

������	���� 	���������	������ ����	����� =$�������� 	���9�����@��

 !A!>��� %��� ����� �	�� ��� ������ ��� ����������� ���� �����������

	������� �	�� ��� 	� �������� ����������	��� ������� �	����� 7���	��

� � � 	 � � � �7�� 9	��� ��� ����� ���	����� �	�� 	� �������?�����������

������� �	����� ���� ���?���������� ��������� =*+'>�� %���� ��� 	��

	@@��	��� ��� ����	�� @����������� ������� �������� ���	����� ��� 	�

����?��	��� ����������	�� �	�� ='��F��  !A!J� �	����	����  !!4>�



25

As noted above LIC not only describes a type of conflict, but 

it is describes a particular military strategy which was 

extensively used by Americans (Klare, 1988: 62) . The hallmark 

of this strategy is that it operates through surrogate forces 

who execute similar functions to those of the state agencies. 

In South Africa the principal agencies of violence were the 

SADF and the SAP whose operations were indistinguishable to 

many township inhabitants as they were fused in a pattern of 

indiscriminate violence (Cock, 1990: 5). Important actors in 

the political violence were also the death squads, the 

"kitskonstabels", the "askaris", the Internal Stability Units 

(ISU), and the Civil Co-operation Bureau (CCB) (Coleman, 

1990). It will be shown below that during the 1980's their 

role was extended to include surrogate forces in the shape of 

vigilantes and members of Inkatha (Hayman, 1989; Cock, 1990: 

51-57; Coleman, 1990: 5-7; Lawrence, 1990: 63). They were 

active in the escalating scale of political violence that 

engulfed the Reef after mid-1990.

�$� �	����������	������	�������������	�� ����

The mid-1990's signalled the start of a new pattern of 

political violence on the Reef. Oscar Dhlomo warned in August 

1990 that there was a deliberate policy of 'ethnicising 

political differences' on the part of political leaders. 

During the 1990 - 1993 period there was a process of using 

hostel-dwellers, many of whom were Zulu migrant workers from 

Natal who supported Inkatha, in violent conflict with
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township residents. This new pattern was signalled by an 

incident on 22 July, 1990 when 27 people were killed at 

Sebokeng in a clash between Inkatha supporters and the ANC. 

The hostels were implicated in this clash. "Sebokeng residents 

reported seeing bus loadsof ruralZulus arrive in their 

township and seize control of migrant workers' hostels, 

expelling the occupants" (Sparks, 1994: 138). The emergence 

of this Reef violence coincided with the launch by Inkatha of 

a national political party, the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP). 

It is significant that this launch took place at Sebokeng on 

14 July 1990 and marked the full advent of Inkatha onto the 

national arena from its previous base of Natal/KwaZulu (CASE 

Report, 1991).

Inkatha was a formerly tribal organisation formed in 1975 as 

an exclusively Zulu movement. Since its formation Inkatha was 

faced with a major contradiction: that of characterising 

itself as a national liberation movement while at the same 

time functioning within apartheid structures. This contradic­

tion worsened over the years as Inkatha increasingly became 

dependent on the apartheid organs - mainly in the form of the 

KwaZulu bantustan and the apartheid security forces in order 

to fortify its own political position. Any attempts by 

Inkatha leader, Dr Buthelezi, to resolve these contradictions 

/led to Inkatha becoming a surrogate of, and totally allied to 

the apartheid state (Mare, 1987; Mzala, 1988; Forsyth, 1990; 

Mare, 1992).
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was a revenge attack for the deaths of two Inkatha supporters 

j.n the nearby hostel on the previous night.
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occurred again at Boipatong, when on the night of 17 June 1991 

more than 300 armed men from KwaMadala hostel carrying AK 47 

rifles, pangas, knobkerries, and spears, attacked and 

shot,stabbed and hacked thirty - eight people to death in 

their homes. Some residents claimed that police had escorted 

the attackers into the township and out again. "Whatever the 

truth of the residents' allegations, there was an absolute 

conviction in the minds of nearly the entire black community 

that the police were involved in the attack by Inkatha 

supporters, and that this was part of a government plot to 

weaken the ANC and its supporters" (Sparks, 1994: 141).

As the death toll from political violence mounted many accused

the government of conducting a systematic campaign of

destabilization. Many people believed that a "third force"

within the military -security establishment was instigating

and directing the violence to weaken the ANC. This was

described as an internal version of the destabilisation

strategy practice by the apartheid state in neighbouring

countries such as Zambia, Namibia and Angola among others.

As the formal apparatus of South African repression 
has been dismantled, its function - to hamstring 
and cripple political opposition - has been carried 
out by violence. It has proved far more
internationally palatable: economic sanctions have 
been widely lifted, diplomatic, sporting and other 
links have been established. At the same time, the
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liberation movements and their allies seek to 
undertake normal political activity in a community 
that is destabilised by horrific levels of 
brutality and bloodshed (Everatt and Sadek, 1992: 
4) •

This escalating political violence must be related to the 

increasing opposition to apartheid. The 1990's were not the 

first time there had been violent confrontation in South 

Africa between forces opposed to apartheid and pro-apartheid 

forces. The 1980's marked the intensification of internal 

political opposition against the apartheid regime. It was 

during this period that the agencies of the state undertook 

the most harsh and extensive clampdown on students, labour and 

political activists since the 1960's (Mzala, 1988). Members 

of unregistered labour movements survived against all odds, 

when the state detained hundreds of its members and leaders, 

while others disappeared without trace. The 1980's were 

characterised by the proliferation of strike actions as 

"unregistered, unrecognised, and newly-registered trade unions 

began flexing their muscles" (Du Pre, 1992: 119). This was 

a clear indication that forces opposed to apartheid were 

prepared to withstand any repression in their fight. Their 

mood was aptly captured by the songs which were sung during 

those times: ����������	�� ����� �������� ����� ���������� �����  

����� ��	��	�� ����	�	��� " (we do not care whether we are 

detained or die, we will be fighting for our freedom). This 

culminated in the formation of the Congress of South Africa 

Trade Unions (COSATU) in 1985, which represented almost half 

a million South African workers.
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As it is well known the political violence in Natal went on 

to claim the lives of more than thousand people a year in that 

region during the 1980's and the 1990's (Minnaar, 1992).

So-called 'faction fighting' was been part of the Natal region 

for many years. Reasons for these feuds ranged from family 

quarrels, theft of cattle, brawls after beer drinking, fights 

over girls or marriage ceremonies, or traditionalstreet 

fighting that was won by a non-dominant clan. One reason that 

became pivotal among many was the outstanding conflict in 

retaliation or wrong done to the tribe's honour (Minnaar, 

1992). These violent confrontations were between different 

tribal or clan groupings within certain "Izigodi" 

(magistracies) in the region. These faction fights were 

largely between members of illiterate rural populations. 

Combatants were only armed with traditional weapons, such as 

assegais (spears), axes, knobkerries, sword-sticks 

(intsumentshu) and any other instrument that could kill an 

opponent. The only sophisticated weapons were home made guns 

dubbed "Qwashas", though these were as deadly as any modern 

weaponry (Ainslie, 1992) .

With colonization these faction fights took a different 

direction. The cause "lay in the increasing pressures on the 

reserves set up in the 19th century by Sir Theophilus 

Shepstone. The acute land shortage experienced in these areas 

often provided the catalyst. Disputed boundaries between 

tribes or clans resulted eventually in an entrenched cycle of
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the black majority. In one of its proclamations Inkatha 

asserted:

The business of black liberation is our business 
.... The important thing I want to stress here is 
that it is absolutely vital in our struggle for 
liberation for every organisation which emerges 
among blacks to make possible that unity with other 
black organisations is achieved. Division and the 
chewing of the end of mutual recrimination have 
been the bane that has thwarted our struggle for 
too long. ...We must organise now as effectively as 
we can... I have always known that we need 
structures which spurn rural and urban and which 
spurn provinces. This kind of structure now exists 
in the form of Inkatha (Mzala, 1988: 119-120).

At this time anything which challenged the repressive rule of 

the South African government was viewed positively by the 

majority of black people. This challenge was enough to make 

thousands believe that Ifikatha was an instrument of black 

liberation and an extension of the ANC. This is well captured 

by Mare who claimed that:

The hand of Buthelezi and Inkatha was strengthened 
during this period through African National 
Congress support for their political agenda. One 
(powerful set of political symbols of mobilisation 
(arouse out of identification of Inkatha with the 
revived ANC. Inkatha colours, its political myth 
(of origin and some leadership figures were drawn 
from aspects of ANC tradition, especially its 
conservative branch in Natal prior to its unbanning 
(Mare, 1992: 57-58).

All of this boosted the membership of Inkatha. Various surveys 

conducted around the late 1970's and the early 1980's put 

Inkatha's support at well above 50% of all black South 

Africans (Mzala, 1988). Mzala for instance claimed that 

Inkatha membership increased from 3 0 000 in 1976 to well above
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250 000 members in 1979. The Arnold Bergstresse Institute 

found that 50% of Inkatha members also supported the ANC 

(Mzala, 1988). By contrast, Orkin maintains that Inkatha's 

support both in rural and urban areas never went beyond a 30% 

mark of all people living in rural and urban Natal since its 

inception in 1972 (Orkin, 1988). On 22 June 1990 more than 

a thousand Inkatha supporters marched through Central 

Johannesburg armed with assegais and knobkerries.

In the 1980's, there was a clear sign that Inkatha was 

beginning to lose its hegemony particularly among the urban 

inhabitants of Natal (Mzala, 1988; Ainslie, 1992). Political 

formations opposed to the apartheid regime and Inkatha began 

to intensify their opposition. The resistance took the form 

of actions attached to national strategies, such as consumer 

boycotts, rent boycotts, education boycotts as well as other 

forms of boycotts that involved local issues (Seeking, 1991; 

Aitcheson, 1989; Hindson and Morris, 1990).

An event that marked a high point of the resistance in Natal 

was the Kwa-Mashu school boycott of 1980, which, although 

linked to nation-wide action that was geared to making 

apartheid unworkable, included protests against the 

introduction of the Inkatha syllabus dubbed ��������������  in 

most schools under the jurisdiction of KwaZulu government. 

This resistance was brutally repressed by Inkatha-linked 

vigilantes (Mzala, 1988). Furthermore, the Natal resistance
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The agencies of this political violence included state 

agencies such as the SADF and SAP, members of political 

organisations such as the ANC and PAC, MK cadres, members of 

self defence units, criminal elements, hostel dwellers, 

Inkatha vigilantes and the township youth. According to the 

preliminary report of the International Commission of Jurists 

(ICJ), "many hostels in the Transvaal are today used as 

Inkatha barracks" (ICJ, 1992: 21). This view was further 

supported by the Goldstone Commission interim report on train 

violence, which claimed that whenever a group of attackers 

were identified, they were identified as hostel dwellers (The 

Star, 29.7.1992). These hostel residents were widely assumed 

to be Inkatha vigilantes. This social category is thus 

particularly relevant to understanding the relation between 

hostels and political violence.

Vigilante groups emerged in several parts of the country in 

the mid-eighties, the most prominent and sustained of these 

groups were mainly "war-lords" from within Inkatha. Vigilantes 

who supported Inkatha have been said to be responsible for the 

spread of political violence in Natal during the 1980's and 

in the Transvaal during the 1990's (CASE Report, 1991; HRC 

Report, 1992).

Inkatha vigilantes were part of a phenomenon which dominated 

the South African political scene in the 1980's (Kentridge, 

1990). The Human Rights Commission identified Inkatha and the 

security forces as the primary culprits in the 50 attacks in
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and to prevent the establishment of a normalised political 

climate" (1991: 2).

The Community Agency for Social Inquiry (CASE) analyzed 

responsibility in 257 acts of violence covering the first year 

of the Reef violence. "Of these Inkatha had been reported as 

responsible in 51%, the SAP in 23% and the ANC in 4% of cases, 

while the SAP was recorded in 46 reports as "actively 

colluding" with IFP supporters in acts of violence and 

aggression (CASE, 1990: l) .

The HRC recorded a total of 2 786 deaths that involved 

vigilantes between 1990 and 1992. 884 of these occurred 

during the first year of this carnage, while 1 898 people died 

during the second year of the Reef violence. This is a clear 

indication of the upward trend of vigilante-related violence 

(HRC Report, 1992).

However the views of CASE and the Human Rights Commission have 

been disputed. The South African Institute of Race Relations, 

while admitting a steady increase of fatal and non-fatal 

incidents of political violence between 1990 and 1992 argued 

that it was not possible to identify aggressors and agents of 

attack in 87% of cases. The Institute identified 14.5% of 

incidents as directed against members of the police and the 

security forces (SAIRR, 1992).
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have been the source of most of the aggression. This is true 

in Natal ... and on the Reef" (Marks, 1992: 122). There is 

no doubt that ethnicity is an important source of identity — 

in South Africa and elsewhere. Elements of language, kinship 

and custom are often deeply embedded in individual identities 

and strongly felt. What is controversial is the extent to 

which the political violence on the Reef can be explained in 

terms of ethnic antagonism. A crucial distinction is that 

between ethnic identity and ethnic antagonism.

Ethnic identities are social constructs, constantly shaped and 

reshaped and negotiated in a process of social interaction. 

As Sitas has written, "'Zulu-ness' must be viewed as a 

negotiated identity between ordinary people's attempts to 

create effective and reciprocal social bonds (or functioning 

cultural formations) out of their social and material 

conditions of life..." (Sitas, 1987: 53).

Ethnicity is not inherently conflictual with a national 

identity. It is politicised ethnicity - the mobilisation of 

ethnicity to secure economic and political goals - that is 

divisive. Ethnic antagonism is a principal component even if 

it does not provide a sole and satisfactory explanation in 

interpreting the violence on the Reef (Mkhize, 1990).

Political violence in South Africa is often explained by 

journalists in terms of "black on black" violence or in terms 

of an atavistic tribal conflict between a Zulu Inkatha and an
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allegedly Xhosa ANC. Time magazine for instance maintained 

that the strife emanated from "tribal-based animosities that 

dated back centuries (Time, 17 August 1990). Giliomee 

perceives Inkatha as epitomizing the forces of Zulu 

nationalism whilst the ANC was identified as a Xhosa 

organisation whose Xhosa leadership sought power on behalf of 

the Xhosa nation (The Star. 24 August 1990). Johnson 

evaluates the Reef conflict in terms of the war between the 

Xhosa and the Zulus. He also perceives the adverse 

relationship between the two ethnic groups as emanating from 

the past, particularly in the "proud" warrior history of the 

Zulu nation that continues to find expression through Inkatha 

(Sunday Star. 21.10.1992). Horowitz emphasises the "Zulu- 

Xhosa" ingredient in much violent conflict and stresses that 

the ANC is dominated by Xhosas in its leadership. This is 

construed as indicating "an unspoken undercurrent of Xhosa 

nationalism in some echelons of the ANC" (Horowitz, 1990: 30; 

cited by Taylor, 1991: 4) .

The explanation of the conflict in terms of ethnic antagonism 

has been rejected by a number of other analysts. Taylor 

maintains that this explanation does not accurately describe 

or account for the dynamics of the conflict. He claims that 

the ANC is not a Xhosa organisation and has never made special 

claims for the Xhosa "nation". Nor are its campaigns targeted 

against the Zulu people. There are many Zulus who support the 

ANC, and not all Zulus support Inkatha (Taylor, 1992). 

Shubane argues that ethnic identity "has not been in and of
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of the political violence both on the Reef and in Natal is

gender specific. With a few exceptions the violence is

perpetrated by men, both white and black. Understanding this

requires an investigation of the gender ideologies operating

in different cultural contexts. The link between masculinity

and militarism in Zulu history has frequently been used by

�:.3#1#E-�.)�()=-1-4#�3-4�7)+4.-.:#+70$� �3#�7)+7#6.-)+�)*�(#+

as warriors is often invoked to justify the carrying of

traditional or "cultural weapons". A statement made by king

of the Zulus at a rally in Soweto illustrates this point:

The call to ban the bearing of cultural weapons is 
an insult to my manhood. It is an insult to the 
manhood of every Zulu man (Cited by Cock, 1994:
52) .

This is further supported by Mare who claimed that the:

Inkatha version of the Zulu ethnic group sanctions 
male-dominated gender relations, and hierarchy of 
authority in which chiefs stand anointed by 
tradition (Mare, 1993: 72).

'7/� �)7-)8#7)+)(-7��)+,-.-)+4

Other explanations have given priority to poor socio-economic 

conditions to account for the political violence. Woods and 

Kotze, for instance, argue that in most poverty stricken 

residential areas of South Africa violence is endemic because 

people struggle to survive and they scramble for scarce 

resources. They maintain that in most violence-infested 

areas, unemployment is common and living conditions are 

depressing (Kotze, 1991; Woods, 1992).

F
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1986-1989 that expanded work opportunities. However, this 

phenomenon was short-lived because it resulted in declining 

opportunities in late 1989. Large numbers of people who 

flocked to the urban areas arrived in a situation of increased 

destitution with few alternatives available to them 

(Schlemmer, 1991).

The category of "migrants" in most of these accounts is far 

too generalised. There are distinctive differences between 

Xhosa-speaking and Zulu-speaking migrants living in the 

hostels. For example the pattern among the Xhosa-speaking. 

migrants was either to bring their wives with them or to leave 

the hostel to live with women they had met on the Reef 

(Minnaar, 1992). Zulu-speaking migrants, however, remained 

in the hostels and did not bring their wives with them. 

According to Hindson and Morris, this was because the land in 

KwaZulu was still able to sustain its population - albeit on 

minimal levels. Hence the Zulu-speaking hostel residents from 

Natal left their wives and children in the rural areas to 

maintain their land rights through effective physical occupa­

tion. Bringing their wives to the Reef would have meant the 

loss of the land rights (Hindson and Morris, 1992) . (see insert 50 a - d)

'*/� �)7-!1��#+4-)+4��#+#5!.#,�=0�.3#��#(-4#�)*��6!5.3#-,

Another explanation of the Reef conflict, places the blame for 

the increase in violence primarily on the social tensions 

generated by the disintegration of apartheid instead of its



Insert 50(a)

The closed nature of the hostel system, as indicated in the 

next chapter, and the existence of a large concentration of 

unemployed single men, created the perfect environment for 

coercion and forced recruitment. This situation also 

presented the opportunity for rapid mobilisation, instant 

meetings, and the preparation for the launching of attacks on 

the neighbouring townships. Unemployment, migrancy and 

hostels are among the pivotal elements in the explanation of 

the violence that has racked the Reef since 1990.

The availability of a large number of unemployed people in the 

rural areas of KwaZulu/Natal for instance has led to a belief 

that the Inkatha Freedom Party has mobilised, trained and then 

deployed these people in the hostels around the Reef to fan 

violence. On the other hand, a large number of unemployed 

people in the hostel could mean that there was a large 

reservoir of people who were themselves the victims of 

violence and harboured feeling of revenge against the township 

residents. On the other hand the presence of a large pool of 

unemployed personnel in the hostel may be an indication that 

the hostels were infiltrated by "impis" who entered the 

hostels under the guise of job-seekers.

Woods asserts that hostel unemployment has long been part of 

the South African situation. But he maintains believe that 

the levels of unemployed hostel residents had 

risen by approximately 26 percent over the period 1990-1993.
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ethnic groups died and more than 2000 were injured in these 

violent clashes (McNamara, 1987).

It must be noted that McNamara's analysis points to the 

salience of competition between communal groups of workers for 

recruitment and employment advantages and anxiety over the 

possibility of other groups augmenting their relative 

advantages, as more critical cause of violence.
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(x) Third Force Activities
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g. CONCLUSION

This chapter has argued that the political violence on the 

Reef between 1990 and 1993 is best conceptualised as a 

particular type of war described as low intensity conflict. 

It was shown that LIC does not only describe a type of 

conflict, but is also used to describe a type of military 

strategy which relies heavily on the use of surrogate forces. 

This chapters has described the use of Inkatha vigilantes in 

these terms. They were crucial agents in the shift from the 

external to the internal destabilisation strategy of the 

apartheid state. Thus this thesis suggests that the apartheid 

state was directly involved in instigating and permitting the 

violence to continue.

The chapter has outlined various explanations of political 

violence which appear to be incomplete in themselves. The 

intensification of rural poverty, migrancy, unemployment and 

urban overcrowding, criminal elements and ethnic and gender 

identities are clearly crucial factors in any explanation of 

political violence and highly relevant to understanding the 

relation between political violence and hostels on the Reef. 

All of these themes will appear in the sociological profiles 

of Meadowlands and Merafe hostels presented below.
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evaluate the Goffman thesis as applied to hostels. Thirdly, 

the chapter will discuss the social processes whereby hostels 

have changed and become "fortresses of fear". Since the 

beginning of the 1990's, hostels have been used as a base to 

try to derail the process of peaceful transition.

2. HOSTELS AS SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Despite their significance in the lives of millions of South 

Africans, hostels have not been subjected to extensive 

sociological investigation apart from Sitas's pioneering 

study. Sitas has pointed out that "the hostel system is 

largely unexplored, if not opaque in the social sciences" 

(Sitas, 1983: 249). According to Ramphle "migrant -labour 

hostels dwellers have over the years since industrialisation 

began in South Africa lived in anonymity. They have been 

largely invisible, particularly to those living outside 

African townships, hidden, as their hostels often are, from 

the white public in divided South Africa" (Ramphele, 1993: 1) .

Hostels are characterised by a number of defining elements:

(i) Firstly, they are closely linked to the migrant labour 

system, a system that was introduced by the mining 

industry and fortified by the pass laws, thus becoming 

"a central feature of the South African economy from 

the very beginning of the country's industrial 

revolution" (Wilson and Ramphele, 1989: 197). This

industrial revolution brought with it powerful forces
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has eight, Katlehong seven, Thembisa five and Thokoza four. 

The only area that has few hostels is the West Rand where 

there are only three. During the period of investigation the 

West Rand was characterised by relative peace as compared to 

other areas on the Reef where most of the hostels are located. 

The question arises as to whether they are "total 

institutions" in Goffman's sense.

3. HOSTELS AS A FORM OF TOTAL INSTITUTION

According to Goffman, compounds, asylums, prisons and other

structures differ profoundly from other institutions because

of their "totally closed" attributes (Goffman, 1961).

The total institutions is a social hybrid, part 
residential community, part formal organisation; 
therein lies their sociological interest. There 
are other reasons for being interested in these 
establishments too. In our society they are the 
forcing houses for changing persons; each is a 
natural experiment on what can be done to the self 
(Goffman, 1961: 22).

Hostels have been perceived as "total institutions" whose 
control by bureaucrats is capable of creating a situation 
whereby inmates become completely submissive and are subject 
to orders from authority.

. . . the inmates' life is penetrated by constant 
sanctioning interaction from above, especially 
during initial periods of stay before, the inmates 
accept the regulation unthinkingly (Goffman, 1961:
43) .
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Fanon has provided a vivid description of the degree of social 

control experienced by migrant workers living in hostels in 

a different context.

Typically, the black migrant workers sign a 
contract for a specified period, usually a year, 
without any choice of job assignment or negotiating 
power on salary. They are strictly prohibited from 
bringing their families to the environs of their 
employment and thus are forced to leave them 
behind. These migrant workers are usually cut off 
from their families for a good part of their adult 
working life. The institution of the family is 
thereby disrupted with significant consequences for 
the labourers, their spouses and children and 
ultimately, their community. The circumstances 
under which they work only deepens their aliena­
tion. At the end of each day's labour, they go 
"home" to hostels fenced with barbed wire. These 
barren hostels are invariably crowded and control 
is absolute. They have few amenities, no visitors' 
rooms, no recreation facilities, and no privacy. 
Visitors particularly the opposite sex, are not 
permitted. The labourers are also grouped to 
prevent the development of class or national 
consciousness (Fanon, 1985: 168).

In South Africa, however, hostels cannot be viewed as total 

institutions in the sense of places where inmates sleep, play,
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from the external social environment because of the "totally 

closed" nature of the institutions (Foucault, 1979; Goffman, 

1961). In spite of their isolating features, hostels are more 

open than "incarcerating". It will be demonstrated below that 

prior to the advent of the violence on the Reef many hostel 

inmates participated actively in township life through 

Individual social networks composed of relatives and friends, 

or through associational membership in churches, sports clubs, 

stokvels and "magotlas". There was also a great deal of 

social interaction and movement between hostel inmates and 

township residents. Hostel inmates could move in and out of 

the hostel at will. Hostel dwellers could quite easily 

venture into neighbouring townships in search of women, 

alcohol and leisure activities. Likewise the township

residents would visit the hostels in search of various types 

of African beverages brewed and sold there.

Another feature distinguishing hostels from total institutions 

is that hostel inmates, like township residents worked in 

industries that were located up to twenty kilometres away,

 ̂which compelled them to journey side by side to and from work 

/with township residents in the same taxis, buses or trains. 

The mini-bus taxis, buses and the trains were (and still are) 

the most important means of transport to and from the city. 

It will be shown below that during the last metamorphosis of 

the hostels, all three modes of transport became the target 

of attacks by hostel inmates.
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subjection to collective living in harsh conditions marked by 

a lack of privacy or respect for human dignity.

B$� �������� ������������	������	���	�����

The hostel system was constituted long before formal apartheid 

was introduced, but was reinforced and extended by the 

ideology and practices of "grand apartheid". However hostels 

and the migrant labour system have come to be understood 

essentially as artifacts of the apartheid generation (Smit, 

1991; Wentzel, 1993) .

(a) THE FIRST METAMORPHOSIS 1913 - 1948: The establishment 

of hostels in the inner city

During this period hostels were located in the inner city. 

The first hostel was built in 1913 as a solution to the 

chronic accommodation shortage experienced by black migrants. 

It was built on the south eastern side of the emerging central 

city of Johannesburg.

This hostel was built by the Johannesburg City Council in 1913 

after it received representations from the Johannesburg 

business community. Johannesburg Employers as they were 

called, protested against their workers being located with the 

rest of the black population in the segregated black township 

of Klipspruit. Employers feared that locating their workers 

in places far from the working environment would affect their
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be later called the "location in the sky" (Piere and da�

Silva) .

%��� ���	� ��� �������� �	�� ���� 	���������� 	� ���� ����� ��� ����� 	�

�������	��������������@������������������ �������������� �������

 AA<D�� ��� ���� ��	����� ������ ��� .��������� ='	����������  !A!J�

��F���	��  !!<>�� %���� ����� �����	�� ��� ���� ���@������ ��� ��	��

��������������	���������������� ������������������ ��	����������

	� ����������� ��@@��� 	��� �������� ��� ���	@� �	������ %����

��������� ����� ���@������ ��� ��	�� ���@������ ����� ����� �������

����������� ��	�� ���������� /����	�D�� 7���	�� ������������7��

���	��������	�����@������	����������������F����� ����	��������

�������� ������ ������������� 7S�����T� ����������� �����	��

@��������� ��� ���� ���@�����J� ���� ���� ���@����� ������� ��@�����

	������ ���	�� ����������7� ='	����������  !A"6� 85>�� ����� 	���

����	��� ������ ��� �	�� 	�� ��@������ ��� 	�@	������	�� �����

,����� ������������ �������� ���� �������� 	��� ���� ���@������ 	���

�����������	@�������	������ '��@�������������������������������

��������������������������	�������	���������������F������������

������� ��������������� ��������	�� 	��	�J� �����	���������������

���	���� ��� ���� ������ �������

�������� �������	�� ��	����� ��	�� ����������	���� ���� ���@������

����� ���� �������� ��� ��	�� �������� ����� ����� �@��� ��	��

���@������� �	��� ������� ����	���� @	�����@	���� 	�������� ���

�������@����������������������	�� ����	��������F��������	�����



70

and friends, or through membership in churches, stokvels, 

magotlas and sports clubs.

Another notable difference between these two institutions is 

that the compounds were the mine owners' private buildings, 

which housed workers who were exclusively employed by the 

mines. Hostels on the other hand, were built by the City 

Council to house workers who worked for a variety of different 

employers.

Hostels were later removed from the inner city and located on 

the £eripfLeries_of townships, except for a tiny minority which 

were built inside the townships. They were built mainly to 

cater for the emerging proletarians, who moved in and out of 

the hostel as their work shift allowed them. Entry at the 

gate required a special permit as the guards were changed from 

time to time. Women and boys below the age of sixteen were 

not allowed in the hostel (Key informant, no. 14, Old Mapetla 

resident).

'’he construction of hostels was essential during the early 

1900's because of the migrant labour that was coming to the 

Reef (Pitt, 1981). Most of these migrants flooded the PWV 

areas without their families in search of employment opportu­

nities (Sitas, 1983). The local authority and the industries 

were compelled to provide accommodation for the migrants, as 

there was an upsurge in the economy that resulted in a large 

number of migrants coming into towns, securing work permits
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and looking for some place to live (Pitt, 1981) . The 

evolution of black townships in and around the PWV areas could 

not absorb the huge migrant inflow.

The South African Parliament's first Native (Urban Areas) Act 

of 1913 permitted employers to provide their own accommodation 

for black workers if they so wished (Mandy, 1984). This 

resulted in many employers providing sleeping quarters on 

their premises in what was equivalent to a "small, private, 

unsupervised compound" (Piere and da Silva, 1986: 4). Some 

migrants provided their own shelters in proliferating inner 

city hovels. These were perceived by civic authorities and the 

white public as "menacing cesspools of degeneracy where 

prostitution and illicit liquor thrived" (Piere and da Silva, 

1986: 6). Their physical existence was vehemently challenged 

by white ratepayers' groups who lived in or next to where 

hostels were planned.

It must be remembered that before the advent of the Nation­

alist government to power, there was already an urgent need 

to accommodate African workers who were flocking to the urban 

areas in search of employment in the growing secondary sector 

of the economy. Most of these African workers were housed in 

the hostels or inner city compounds that were built in the 

city, a place which up to then had predominantly been reserved 

for whites (Carr, 1990).
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The two groupings opposed the idea of relocating the hostels 

to the townships far away from the work place for different 

reasons. They channelled their grievances through different 

structures. The residents of Dube channelled their opposition 

to the hostel through various community structures, 

particularly the vociferous Residents' Association. The 

hostel inmates objections were articulated through the Rand 

Daily Mail, the only progressive newspaper at that time 

(Mokwena, 1990).

The Dube Residents' Association felt that the concentration 

of large numbers of single men would lead to all kinds of 

^social evils and could be a serious threat to peace in the 

township (Key informant no. 4, chairman of the Dube Residents' 

Association in 1953-1957). Furthermore, the association 

believed that the hostel system would invariably lead to a 

deterioration in the living standards of the township 

populace. It was also argued that not only would the number 

of illegitimate babies increase, but there was a fear that 

many marriages would be put in a precarious position (Key 

informant no. 4) . At this time most black women were 

illiterate and unemployed. The fear from the male dominated 

residents' association was that these women would be easy prey 

for the single hostel migrants.

On the other hand the hostel inmates opposed the move for 

different reasons. Their main reason for opposing the move 

was more economic than social. They believed that it would
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Dube hostel was located between the two townships, Dube and 

Meadowlands. It was not as isolated as had been envisaged by 

the architects; instead there was a degree of reciprocity and 

social interaction between the migrants and the township 

residents (Mokwena, 1990).

The government did not build recreational facilities for the

hostel inmates; a huge beer garden was the only amenity. This

resulted in people playing draughts or cards on their beds

during the week, while partaking in traditional dancing at

weekends (Themba, 1985: 90; Carr, 1990).

... [But] those who could not take part in either 
of these games resorted to alcohol, dagga and any 
mind twisting drugs. What else could they do?
Very few of us went to the townships where there 
was a variety of games where we could take part 
either as active participants or spectators" 
(Respondent no. 3, Dube hostel resident).

This lack of recreational facilities provided the impetus for 

new relationships between the hostel dwellers and the township 

residents. Township people, particularly women, flocked to 

the hostels under the guise of watching traditional dancing, 

though often their purpose was to look for men. Other 

spectators to traditional dancing games included grown-up 

township men, and children, but the best and the more 

energetic dancers would find themselves surrounded by a group 

of lady admirers from the townships.
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This was the beginning of the end of the early morning 

township and hostel raids which had always been conducted by 
White officials, in search of the illegal hostel dwellers or 

their visitors. These developments changed the face of 

hostels in most South African townships forever.

Hostels completely ceased to accommodate single men exclu­

sively as more and more women found their way into them. 

Contrary to Zulu's (1993) assertion that most of the women 

found in the hostels were "loose women" or prostitutes, some 

of them were wives or girlfriends of the migrants.

r
Since the 1976 uprising more and more stable relationships 

were established between hostel dwellers and township women, 

particularly in the Mzimhlophe hostels because of the 

integration that occurred after the Kliptown floods (See 

below).J  There were women who vacillated between two or more 

men in search of a partner that would be willing to support 

them and their children.. This type of vacillation cannot be 

equated with prostitution because these were not commoditised 

relationships.

It cannot be denied that prostitution is often common in an 

environment where men outnumber women, however the townships 

were different because there were more women than men (Posel, 

1991: 203-204). This factor contributed to women flocking to 

the hostels in search of male partners. This development was 

further exacerbated by the decline of the rural economy and
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ie abolition of influx control in the 1980's, which sent 

aral women to the cities in droves. The type of women who 

frequented and inhabited the hostels therefore changed from 

fomen who were regarded as township "drunks" formerly dubbed 

%�������� " to include rural women who were newcomers to the 

Icity.

These two groups of women were very different. Homeland or

rural women could be defined as those women originating from

the Bantustans, who had been living and working on white

farms, or in small, rural towns and villages. Because of the

poverty of these areas, women moved into the cities in

increasing numbers. Posel notes they were:

leaving the rural area permanently, fleeing the 
rigours of patriarchy and the stresses inflicted by 
the migrant labour system and the violence that ha^ 
engulfed the rural areas �����!�	��	�� ������ ��  
&���	  [Emphasis added] (Posel, 1991: 28).

The migrant labour system, poverty and violence propelled many

rural women to the hostels in the urban areas. The plight of

women in the rural areas is best articulated by Phyllis

Ntantala who attested that:

... it struck me every time I went home that girls 
I had been in school and had known in these 
villages, many of them my age and younger, were 
living the lives of widows as their menfolk were 
working in urban areas. In some cases the men had 
not been back for years and girls were left alone 
in the countryside, raising their children, 
scraping the bare soil for a living. . . . today 
most of the rural areas are places of women without 
men (Ntantala, 1992: 3).
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;<The onset of the 1990's saw hostels on the Reef turned into 

"fortresses of fear". Violence spread to the rest of the Reef
l
areas where there was a high concentration of single-sex 

hostels. In most of the hostels non-Zulu male hostel dwellers 

ye re forcefully expelled as each hostel was turned into a 

fortress from which attacks on surrounding communities and 

nearby squatter settlements were planned and executed. Zulu­

speaking inmates who refused to align themselves with 

destructive forces, were also violently ejected from the 

hostels (Everatt, 1992; Innes and Kentridge, 1992).

As non Zulu-speaking hostel dwellers were evicted, they were 

replaced by pro-Inkatha Zulu speaking members who were either

�
 bused in from Natal, or who moved in from expensive township 

backyard rooms or even from other hostels where there was 

acute overcrowding (Respondent 48, hostel resident).

Contrary to Minnaar's assertion that only Xhosa-speaking 

migrants were targeted for expulsion, every non Zulu-speaking 

male hostel dweller was a victim. Those who remained as 

members of Inkatha were interrogated as to why they preferred 

Inkatha to the "Xhosa/communist-led ANC". If someone was 

suspected of being a member of the ANC, he would be expelled.

However at no stage were the hostels exclusive Zulu enclaves 

as suggested by Minnaar. Non Zulu-speaking women who had 

boyfriends in the hostels were never expelled, even Xhosa- 

speaking women who were girlfriends to the hostel dwellers
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CHAPTER FOUR
A SOCIOLOGICAL PROFILE OF MEADOWLANDS HOSTEL 

l, INTRODUCTION

In this chapter I will try to paint a picture of the inmates 

of the Meadowlands hostel and show how they were involved in 

the destabilisation of the neighbouring communities in the 

1 early 1990's. When the idea of erecting the Meadowlands 

hostel was first mooted, in the mid 1950's, the idea behind 

its development was that many of the urban Black workers were 

migrant workers who through choice, or because of influx 

control, had left their families in the rural areas and would 

never gain permanent urban status, which at the time was the 

preserve of whites. The government's utopian dream was that 

because the migrants had left "their families and their hearts 

in the homelands" it could accommodate them in bleak barrack­

like "single" hostels for the purpose of controlling and 

monitoring their entry to and presence in the cities.

Today Meadowlands hostel is one of the more than 22 0 South 

African hostels, housing more than one million people (Race 

Relations Survey, 1991/92) .j It is one of eight hostels in 

Soweto to be featured on national news for months in the

1990's, because it was involved in violent conflict with the
\

surrounding townships.
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^The general appearance of the rooms is somewhat depressing and 

dark. Unpainted, semi-plastered walls and ceilingless 

asbestos roofs add to the general gloomy environment. The 

inhabitants suspend their larger possessions from the roof 

beams, and their clothes hang from poles or ropes across the 

room. Old calenders, pictures of semi-naked women, pictures 

of Chief Buthelezi and King Zwelithini, news paper cuttings, 

an IFP flag and other such decorative materials are pasted 

onto the walls and are the only sources of colour^

The grimy dilapidated, windowless structures are enveloped by 

a sickening stench that permeates the entire block. Some of 

the stench emanates from the ever blocked toilets which are 

located in close proximity to each block. Most residents 

claimed that the toilets had not been functioning properly 

since 1988.

The hostel is bordered on the east by a minedump. On the 

north of the hostel there is a ghost town dating from 1990 of 

about 200 houses which were either gutted or evacuated as the 

residents fled for their lives, in an area known as Zone One, 

in Meadowlands. This was in response to the political 

violence. On the west, the hostel is separated from the 

neighbourhood township of Killarney by a two lane extension 

of the Soweto highway called Modise street, named after Rev. 

Modise of the International Pentecost Mission Church of Zion. 

On the south, the hostel is divided from the neighbouring 

township of Mzimhlophe by the two lane MaBasotho Street.
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goods hostel inmates take home to the rural areas. 
Goods such as doors, corrugated irons, chairs, 
windows and many other things that symbolise 
consolidation of life in the rural base. Some of 
the goods that are sent home by migrants are bought 
with their hard earned meagre salaries, some of 
them are looted in our houses during the violent 
confrontations. They have nothing to lose these 
people, their wives and children are left in the ir­
respective homeland. While we had to fight with our; 
backs against the wall defending our wives, 
children and belongings. Most of the time we defendj 
these things with our lives because they are our I 
lives (Key informant no. 3, Mzimhlope resident).

It is only hostels built far away from railway lines that have 

tended to retain their names. Hostels such as Dobsonville, 

Diepkloof and Alexandra to mention just a few, are hostels 

that still maintain their original names.

The Meadowlands hostel is sandwiched between two stations, the 

Mzimhlophe station and Phomolong station. Most hostel inmates 

who live in the north of the hostel use the Phomolong station.

In the case of Meadowlands, when the hostel was first 

established, township residents used to pride themselves on 

their relations with hostel residents. However these 

perceptions changed immediately after the 1976 hostel inmates' 

conflict with the township community. Each township refrained 

from associating itself with the hostel. Meadowlands 

residents called it Mzimhlophe hostel while Mzimhlophe resi­

dents called it Meadowlands hostel (Respondent no. 14).
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Zulu-speaking migrants were still dominated by traditional 

Zulu men dubbed "iziqhaza", conspicuous with deep traditional 

marks on their faces and enlarged earlobe openings for 

traditional earrings or corks. Migrants lived side by side 

with the township people. It was only when some township 

residents experienced vertical occupational mobility in the 

late 1960's that class differentiations emerged. These 

changes in social status created divisions between the hostel 

inmates and the township residents and between the township 

residents themselves.

A sense of harmony and social solidarity was expressed by Tom

Magawana, a former resident of Mzimhlophe hostel and one of

the oldest residents of Mzimhlophe Township. He came to

Johannesburg as a migrant, and then married Lindelwa Ndlazi

a daughter of a Mzimhlophe resident:

I came to Johannesburg from Villiers (OFS). I was 
among the first inhabitants of Mzimhlophe hostel.
I was scared of the township life because for many 
years we have been bombarded with news that urban 
life was rough, fast and cruel. Only the fittest 
survived, we were told. I was not sure whether I 
would cope with that pace. Poverty compelled me to 
move out of my long protected environment where 
only cows determine the pace. But things turned 
out different when we came to Mzimhlophe hostel.
We were more than welcomed by the communities 
around us. Elderly women called us "bakhwenyana" 
(sons-in-law) presumably because we were
bachelors,and men and boys called us "s'ball" 
(brothers-in-law). The pass-raids by the "black­
jacks" (municipal police) were rife during those 
days: we were compelled to seek temporary
accommodation with friends, relatives and even 
strangers in Mzimhlophe Township, when we had 
visitors from home. Mzimhlophe residents were more 
than eager to extend their hands of friendship (Key 
informant no 3, Mzimhlolpe resident).
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Influx control was strictly enforced during the 1960's, only 

people in possession of section 10(1) (a), (b), and (c) of the 

Urban Areas Act were allowed into the townships. Black South 

Africans who had lived and worked in an urban area legally, 

for less than 15 years, faced expulsion from the urban areas 

once they lost their employment (Posel, 1992). The official 

�������������� i" for access to hostel beds was that men should 

have guaranteed employment upon their arrival in the urban 

areas (Ramphele, 1993). Meadowlands hostel was a well guarded 

male-only institution housing two main social categories of 

people: employed males older than 40 years, and younger 

employed males between sixteen and forty years of age. That 

is where the name "�������	���� " (bachelor's paradise) 

emanated from (Key informant no. 6, Mzimhlope resident).

During this time, according to one respondent:

only men stayed in this hostel. Women and children 
were locked outside the gate. We met women in 
shebeens which were littered throughout the 
townships. Shebeen aunties invited us left right 
and centre to drink at their joints. They
attracted us to their shebeens by inviting mainly 
Basotho girls as a ploy to attract us to their 
shebeens (Respondent no. 14, hostel resident)

Female migration from Basotholand was at its peak in the 

1960's when Johannesburg and several other towns on the Reef 

"experienced an unprecedented influx of Sotho women" (Posel, 

1991: 31) . That is why it was possible for shebeen queens to 

use them to attract single (-"5!+.4$J
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(4 ) Township Bachelors

k small percentage of township bachelors stayed in the hostels 

j becaiise of overcrowding in their respective homes. This category 

included single township men who vowed never to get married, as 

well as those township youth who felt out of favour with their 

* families because of their quest for an independent existence or

! because of their deviant behaviour.

i'
I

THE POST 1976 PHASE

The face of the Meadowlands hostel changed forever after the 1976 

student uprising. The first serious conflict between Meadowlands 

inmates and its adjacent areas occurred in 1976, when the 

students of Soweto revolted at the introduction of Afrikaans as 

the medium of instruction in black schools. The trouble that 

flared between Meadowlands hostel inmates and township residents 

lasted two weeks and left 70 people dead as well as countless 

others injured (Kane-Berman, 1978).

The students tried to coerce all Soweto residents including 

'hostel inmates to obey "stay at home" calls. The hostel inmates, 

Who had never been consulted on this act of protest and were 

rlittle inclined to risk their jobs resisted the call. To them 

; ̂  was business as usual and they went to work under police 

escort (Kane-Berman, 1978).

i-
i

[While this non-consultation was a source of deep resentment among 

'hostel inmates, it is debatable whether even ordinary Sowetans
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'these violence, but at the children and youth (Lodge, 1983; 

Gorodnov, 1983).

in this episode, township houses were not damaged or looted. A

pand Daily Mail reporter wrote:

There I saw a policeman in a camouflage suit, armed 
with an FN rifle. Through an interpreter, the 
policeman said: 'You are warned not to continue 
damaging the houses because they belong to the West 
Rand Administration Board. If you damage the houses, 
you will force us to take action against you to 
prevent this. You have been ordered to kill only the 
troublemakers (Rand Daily Mail. 26.8.1976).

■These violent confrontations between Meadowlands hostel dwellers 

and township residents not only affected the relationship between 

the two specific communities, but affected the relationship 

between the whole community that lives adjacent to hostels in 

Soweto. Township residents became highly suspicious of the 

hostel migrants. Zulu-speaking Meadowlands Hostel dwellers, 

particularly those who could be easily identified by marks on 

their ears and faces were targeted. Whenever they appeared from 

the hostel or railway stations, shouts of �,���	�	�  (there come 

the Zulus!) would echoed in the streets of Mzimhlophe or 

Phomolong, while the youth descended on them with all kinds of 

weapons. Often when they were caught they would be beaten and 

left for dead, because necklacing had not yet begun in the 

townships during this period (Key informant no. 4, township 

resident).
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E st-1976 period resulted in a slacking of security that allowed ee traffic between the townships and the hostel. The hostel

_ ased to provide exclusively for employed males, and unemployed
I
finales, women and children, moved into the hostel. This 

phenomenon attracted even people from countries as far afield as 

Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Malawi etc, who were living illegally in 

South Africa and previously had not been able to rent beds in the 

hostel because of their illegal status. They would have been 

easy prey to the previously frequent police raids.

This loosening of control led to an escalation of criminal

activities that initially strained the relationship between the

hostel and the township residents. Crime, murder and rape

increased around this hostel, as

some inmates and other foreign inhabitants of this 
hostel, formed bands who invaded the location at night 
solely to rape and kill, so that there was someone 
lying dead somewhere in the adjacent locations, one in 
every week. This gave the hostel people a formidable­
ness that made it difficult to befriend them or to 
sympathise with their terrible lot (Matshoba, 1987:
2 2 1 ) .

The changing social composition of the Meadowlands hostel was 

given a special impetus by the arrival of Kliptown squatters. 

The beginning of 1977 introduced hundreds of families into the 

Meadowlands hostel. These were families whose shanties were 

swept away in an avalanche of rain, in a place called Kliptown, 

a few kilometres away from Meadowlands.J These families moved 

into a section of the hostel that was vacated during the 1976 

turmoil between hostel dwellers and township residents^ (Keller, 

1993; Matshoba, 1987).
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j.arge number, 2 8 (90%) of the people interviewed, among them 

5ople who were in full time employment, did not pay rent .jj Those 

did, paid as little as R15 a month for a bed.

jn spite of its violent nature, hostel life was positively 

evaluated by 16 (52%) of the respondents. Life in the hostel is 

best summed up as:

I found every thing okay for me here. It is better 
than staying at home (Tugela). Because even there, 
there is heavy fighting that is coupled with poverty 
and hunger. Here (Meadowlands hostel) we are 
protected. Nobody touches us here. But at home they 
can burn you and your family at once. There is too 
|much violence at home, both political and the remains 
(of faction fighting (Respondent no. 18).

What emerged clearly from these interviews was that the pride of 

association with home was declining as compared to the pride 

which older migrants felt. There were no longer young men 

wearing beads and skin necklaces, which indicated engagement to 

a girl from home (Meyer, 1982). f~There was a strong element of 

emulation of their urban peer group: those who could afford it,
s'” '

wore gold or silver chains around their necks, rather than skin 

necklaces. They permed their hair, wore Dobbshire trousers and 

"All stars" canvas shoes. They preferred urban to rural girls; 

they were regarded as smart because they always wear perfume and 

look presentable, while rural girls allegedly wear towels over 

their bodies and look old long before their twentieth birthdays.\

A large number of this group (10 respondents) preferred settling 

permanently in an urban area to going back home.j They felt 

hostels should be converted into family units, rather than being
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the process happens automatically, it is a case of 
people feeling comfortable among their own kind 

^particularly during these strife torn period
^'(Respondent no. 6, hostel resident) .

jjjis arrangement of grouping people who came from the same
\
jeographical area, who shared the same norms, values and culture

5
d spoke the same dialect had other effects. It made communal 

looking possible and easy to organise. ^Generational boundaries
r
pere prevalent and were respected by people who hailed from the 

lame geographic area. Those who were employed contributed to the 

iommunal budget, which ensured that food was distributed 

iquitably. Internal conflict was thus minimised.]

fourteen respondents (45%) came from Nkandla, Bergville, Msinga,

... rind Mahlabathini m  Natal.J The research revealed that most of 

Jie older respondents from these areas had live-stock such as 

foats, cattle, chicken and sheep at home.^ 50% of them had 

ligrated to the cities because the rural way of life was
�

Inadequate as a sole means of earning a living.

fhis group of migrants were people who had been in the

leadowlands hostel the longest - in most cases longer than ten

r^ears. These older migrants were a war weary group. They were 

^ S a t i c  and ardent followers of the King of the Zulus, King

fwelithini, Chief Gatsha Buthelezi and the Inkatha Freedom Party/)
i
|hey were naive about Inkatha's ideology and policies but its
l
jfchnic tag acted as a powerful magnet. Their quest for peace is 

[tticulated here by Mbadlanyika:
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"impi ayinamvuzo, ayikho impunzi yehlathi" (there i
n° War- Everybody is a loser because it il
mankind that you destroy) . We cannot run away from 
the war m  the village and come and cause war in the 
townships (Respondent no. 1 1 , hostel resident).

^ie areas which many hostel dwellers came from had long been 

Ingulfed by faction fighting amongst different Zulu tribes, 

liolence had become a dominant culture among both young and old 
len of these areas. According to one informant, in these areas 

I man's status was established according to the number of people 
|e had killed. This informant was a hostel resident who 

►referred to remain anonymous:

In my area (Msinga) you cannot be called a man if vou 
have not killed anybody. That is why 1 " i l l  £ot
l i k ^ w o m e ^ t h " 1”6!  (amadodedolob^ )  because they are 
like women they have not killed anybody. Thev run
away like women leaving their sons to fight the war 
(the township violence) . You will never see that with 
us (Respondent no. 16, hostel resident).

This statement expresses a sharp polarisation of gender roles and 

fc militarised conception of masculinity. This conception 

legitimates violent activities for many actors.

(iii) Marital status

Because of the changing demographic structures of the hostel 

Whereby inmates were becoming younger and younger, only nine 

(29%) of the people interviewed were married and had children. 

The number of children per family ranged from eleven to three, 

and there was an average of seven children per family. Five 

(56%) of the married people would have liked their children to
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Zulu residents for their wisdom. The way the Indunas were 

gpposed from above by Inkatha hostel leadership fits well with 

ĵie organisation's non-democratic traditions in the hostels.

lii) Hostel activities

fhe major leisure time activity in Meadowlands Hostel was 

listening to their radios .j Their plight was best articulated by 

(latshoba writing at an earlier time when many hostel inmates were 

Illiterate:

The thirst of the illiterate masses for knowledge 
about the world at large is quenched by the mass 
media. To them, the radio is still one of the 
technological wonders of the world - a box that speaks 
many languages, including their own. And there is no 
suspicion in their minds that the box may tell lies in 
their languages (Matshoba, 1979: 144).

What became clear when questioned about activities within the 

hostel was how hostel dwellers had become completely margina­

lised. The social networks that prevailed between the hostel andj
i

the township communities prior to the 1990 period had completely! 

ceased to exist. Only two respondents (6%) still maintained 

relationships with the township community by way of membership 

of a ,�����	��  which is equivalent to a stokvel-j Both of these 

respondents were Tswana-speaking hostel dwellers.

Eleven (35%) Zulu speaking hostel dwellers belonged to a burial 

society that only admitted Zulu-speaking hostel dwellers from 

various hostels. Each member contributed R25 a month.>
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Because of the recession and high levels of unemployment "if one 

0f the hostel inmates dies, the society will buy a coffin for the 

dead body, and �����������!�	��  [my emphases added] (van Onselen, 

1976: 199). Death among hostel inmates was regarded as a solemn, 

dignified affair, a passage to the place of the ancestors, 

jecent and dignified funerals were the only hope the inmates had 

ifter living a degraded life (Ramphele, 1993).

For decades hostel inmates buried their dead in the rural areas

irrespective of the financial implication this custom had on
. r~

their limited economic resources. For many years funerals were 

not seen at the hostel because dead migrants would be taken home 

for burial. The post-Kliptown era introduced a new phenomenon 

in the Meadowlands hostel. Funeral ceremonies were held regu-’ 

larly inside the hostel, with marked differences to township 

funerals .j

Funerals in the black townships are generally regarded as 

dignified occasions, preceded by night vigils where the 

deceased's coffin is left for mourners to pay their last 

respects. Mourning women, surround the coffin wrapped in black 

shawls or blankets, wearing black head scarves or black berets, 

to communicate with the bereaved during the ritual of the wake. 

Chief among the mourners would be the deceased's mother or wife, 

Who would be seated between four lit candles which symbolise a 

light in the dark cloud that has befallen a family.
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claimed to have joined the organisation because of its ability 

to protect its members.

Only seven respondents (22.6%) could articulate the aims and the 

ideals of the organisation while 24 (77.4%) respondents gave 

vague statements about the organisation's objectives. From the 

scant information this researcher received, it is possible to 

infer that no thorough explanation of aims and ideals was given 

to members during meetings.

All respondents (100%) unanimously agreed that only Inkatha 

meetings were held regularly in the hostel. Two types of 

meetings held in the hostel were identifiable; formal meetings 

that were held once a week, particularly on Sunday mornings, and 

informal meetings that were held on an ��� ��!  basis whenever 

there was a problem.

Again all residents claimed that hostel meetings were for hostel 

residents exclusively and no township people were allowed to 

attend. They claimed that with suspicion running very high it 

would be a dangerous move to allow township people to attend 

these meetings. They felt that sensitive information could 

easily have leaked out, which would have endangered the lives of 

all hostel inhabitants.

Similar sentiments were raised against the organisation holding 

meetings in the township. All respondents claimed that it would 

not benefit the hostel residents to hold meetings in the township
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However relations deteriorated markedly after 1991. There was 

a clear divide between the two communities, concretised by a* 

strip of bombed-out houses which divided the hostel from Zone one 

Meadowlands where one respondent - Bkekani Mthiyane's family was 

located. If he dared to venture to visit his girlfriend and son, 

he would have been a marked man, as he said, "I am sure I would 

never see the sun rise again".

The same sentiments were echoed by twenty-one (68%) other hostel 

respondents who claimed that their separation was forced upon 

them by the township residents. Educational institutions such 

as schools were situated in the townships, and as the result, 

hostel children did not go to school for fear of beatings and 

harassment. Doctors' surgeries, Community Health Centres, 

clinics and a hospital were all in the townships. Even ambulance 

drivers did not want to drive into the hostel. Sick and injured 

hostel dwellers relied on traditional healers, or were driven 

kilometres away to Coronationville or to white hospitals in town 

(Respondent nos. 9,11,13 and 14; hostel residents).

5. VIOLENCE IN AND AROUND MEADOWLANDS HOSTEL 1990 - 1993

Violence in the Meadowlands hostel began in March 1991 between 

the hostel inmates themselves in what was tantamount to "ethnic 

cleansing"; Zulu-speaking residents of the hostel ejected Xhosa- 

speaking residents. Twenty four Xhosa speaking inmates died in 

that confrontation (Key informant no. 3).
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men do not fight, but send the children'''to fight the 
"war" for them. What kind of^lmen are'they? That is 
why our brothers kill them so easily in the train. 
They do not fight back, but throw themselves out of 
moving trains. Can you call these people "men"? Some 7 
of them die in their pyjamas without even fighting i 
back (Respondent no 13, hostel resident).

This comment illustrates the theme of militarised masculinity 

described above in Chapter Two.

Those respondents who were in the hostel longer than ten years 

tended to link the current violence to the first serious clash 

between Meadowlands hostel and the surrounding townships in 1976. 

These tensions deepened over hostel resistance to the UDF call 

to boycott white shops over the Christmas of 1985. These 

differences left scars in the minds of hostel residents that made 

it difficult for them to separate the current strife from that 

of the past.

Six of the respondents (19%) , who had Standard 10 education 

located the genesis of this violence in March 1991 when non-Zulu 

speaking inmates and ANC sympathizers were raided and forcefully 

driven out of the hostel in March 1991.

Hostel inmates variously regarded township residents, the ANC and

"the youth" as their enemy. Thirteen respondents, (42%)

perceived every township dweller as an enemy. Some of them

expressed a strong antagonism to "township people":

The township people, all of them, men, women and 
children are our enemies. It must be an eye for an 
eye, when their children who call themselvescomrades 
see any of the hostel inmates in the township, they
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kill and necklace him or her. Why should we not do 
the same? (Respondent no. 22, hostel resident).

Seven (23%) of the respondents perceived only members of the ANC 

as their enemies. Eight respondents, (26%) perceived township 

youth or comrades as their enemies. They maintained that the 

conflict with the township youth began long before the current 

political violence, and was rooted in criminal attacks. They 

believed that the township youth perceived them as targets and 

claimed that for decades township youths, dubbed tsotsis or 

comrades by hostel inmates, had been robbing and molesting 

migrants at will.

Three (10%) respondents believed that the enemy was any person 

who regard them as enemies. This group was aware that not all 

township residents or youths were their enemies. They also 

believed that not all ANC members regarded them as their enemies.

Some believed that all strangers were enemies.

It is easy to identify your enemy, particularly when 
he lives in the township. Any person we do not know 
is the enemy to us (Respondent no. 13, hostel 
resident).

A very large number, twenty eight respondents, (90%) believed 

that the language which people speak and their dress codes were 

not the best forms of identifying their enemies. Most hostel 

dwellers particularly the younger ones, emulated the urban;
I

township style of dress which could easily have categorised them 

as urban youths.
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�:5-+"�.3#� 1990 - 1993 6#5-),�()4.� of .3#�+).)5-):4�<-11-+"4�!+,

massacres on the Reef occurred in areas that had hostels nearby.

A high level of militaristic organisation was displayed by groups

of what appeared to be, highly trained young hostel dwellers.

There were persistent reports from Meadowlands township residents

of police arming, transporting, and assisting hostel -based

attackers and being the last line of defence for Meadowlands

hostel inmates. This observation is supported by Nkosenkulu

Maphalala who claimed that:

We do not organise attacks against the communities, 
ry but tye defend purselyes^’"against them,. And let me tell 

cT ' you something for nothing; the best form of defence is 
attack, because once your enemy attack you first, you 
will be lucky to see the sun rise again (Respondent no 
17, hostel resident).

Twenty one respondents (68%), who claimed that they were informed 

in advance when attacks were going to take place. A team of 

Inkatha organisers would arrive at the hostel and would call a 

meeting of all Zulu-speaking inmates and instruct them to ready 

themselves for an impending onslaught by "comrades", who were 

coming to demolish the hostel. The residents would be urged to 

take cognisance of the fact that the best form of defence was to 

attack first. One of the respondents confirmed that: "We always 

organise in retaliation, just like they plan their attacks on us 

we plan it too" (Respondent no. 9, hostel resident).

The other ten (32%) , which included non-Zulu speaking respondents 

and older Zulu-speaking inmates claimed that they were not 

informed in advance when attacks were going to be launched. They
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knives, axes, spears and knobkierries, sharpened iron poles, 

sticks, tomahawks, pangas and machetes.

Reports of arms coming into Meadowlands hostel were rife during 

the height of the violence between hostel inmates and township 

residents in August 1992. Residents of Mzimhlophe township, 

particularly those who lived in houses facing the hostel entrance 

gate claimed to have seen police and white men in plain clothes 

offloading weapons for hostel dwellers.

The arms traffic changed the way hostel dwellers approached the

attacks they launched into the township. Most of the fierce

attacks were made during the night. When interviewees were asked

why they mostly fought at night, thirteen respondents, (42%)

believed that at night everybody was at home resting in

preparation for the next day.

We know that township men are like women, they are all 
either drunk or asleep at night. So we attack them in 
the comfort of their pyjamas. Where have you seen a 
man sleeping in pyjamas? (Respondent no. 9, hostel 
resident).

Eleven (35%) respondents believed that nightfall protected them 

from being seen by their enemies and by the police. Furthermore 

it is difficult for people to run away when it is dark, most 

people get caught during the confusion. The night time raids 

also enabled hostel dwellers to loot people's houses and then to 

disappear into the safety of the hostel with the loot.
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Seven (23%) of the older hostel dwellers believed that nighttime

attacks had to do with traditional ways of fighting war, where! '

the entire regiment had to be: ^

"ngwekwesiko amabutho uma ephuma kumelwe achelwe 
ngezintelezi, manje ezinye zihambisana nobumnyama 
basebusuku kanti nezitha zisuke zijumekile ubuthongo 
zingazelele lutho bese kumbozwa ngehlahla labe 
sivakashele khona" (be sprinkled with "muti" because 
some of those traditional herbs are associated with 
forces of darkness that compels the enemy to fall 
asleep as we discern to attack them) (Respondent no.
28, hostel resident).

6. CONCLOSION

This chapter has attempted to draw a sociological profile of 

Meadowlands Hostel. It has done so by firstly describing its 

physical location in Soweto and then outlining a history of 

Meadowlands Hostel from its establishment in 1962. This history 

is analyzed in two phases, pre and post 1976. The events of this 

year were decisive; after 1976 the relationship between hostel 

and township residents was predominantly characterised by 

conflict and antagonism.

The chapter then attempted to draw a social profile of 

contemporary hostel residents emphasizing the growing influx of 

youth and female migrants, as well as unemployed migrants. The 

chapter also analyzed the social organisation of the hostel with 

reference to leadership structures, leisure activities, political 

organisation, economic activities and relations with township 

residents.
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As with Meadowlands hostel, Merafe hostel was built in the

early 1960's. It's establishment generated much frustration

and a sense of helplessness in neighbouring communities. This

is best expressed by a key informant who said:

We had to sit back and watch the emergence of what 
was to be the last hostel in the area we call the 
"wild west". The hostel was built without overt 
opposition from its neighbouring communities. 
Unlike the people of Sophiatown who mourned the 
destruction of their well established community - 
we bemoaned the birth of a fostered community. 
Because we neither had any political nor economic 
power to resist its emergence, we learned to cope 
by turning the lemon into a lemonade - we accepted 
the community that lives in it, not the hostel 
(Key informant no. 6, Township resident).

For decades Merafe hostel was at peace with neighbouring 

township residents to the extent that the hostel dwellers 

would call from inside the hostel window to any township child 

and send him\her to the shop without fear that the child might 

abscond with the money.j. Inmates cemented relationships with 

neighbouring communities by buying presents for township 

residents in preparation for the visit of their wives or

relatives, particularly those who were not allowed into the
r~

hostel. They did this hoping that such township residents 

would offer hospitality to visiting relatives.:, This 

harmonious relationship was destroyed by the violence which 

first began on the Reef towards the end of August 1990.
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in 1962 between four locations, Mapetla, Mapetla Extension, 

Chiawelo Extension 3 and Moletsane. On the north-eastern 

side, the hostel was separated by Masilela street from 

Mapetla, an area that was predominately zoned for Sotho 

speaking people. On the northern side, the hostel was divided 

by a railway line from Moletsane township, also a township 

that was built for Sotho-speaking people.

Like most hostels in South Africa, Merafe hostel was conceived 

as part of the apartheid ideology to house hundreds of 

thousands of single men, most of whom had left families in the 

homelands in search of job opportunities in the city of Gold. 

Unlike Meadowlands hostel and the vast majority of hostels in 

South African townships which were located on the fringes of 

the townships, Merafe hostel was one of two hostels in Soweto 

which was built within the township. It was characterised by 

its close proximity to all four townships surrounding it, all 

of which were predominately Sotho-speaking.

It was partly this proximity to the four townships that 

enabled the inmates from this hostel to form harmonious 

relationships with the people from these townships. The 

peculiar characteristic that distinguished Merafe hostel from 

most of the hostels in Soweto was that it was separated by a 

single brick wall built adjoining each outer structure as 

compared to most hostels which were fenced in.
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In the late 1960's, the hostel inmates together with the 

township residents demolished this brick wall to enable an 

easy passage for both hostel and township residents to visit 

each other. The passage was mainly used by Mapetla Extension 

residents who live on the south-western side of the hostel. 

As Sophie Motsumi said:

We used to cross right through the heart of the 
hostel on our way to and from work. This path was 
used by males, females and children without 
incidents. The only problem was when the hostel 
inmates were drunk particularly on weekends, when 
they would scold and insult us even in front of our 
husbands. Other than that we were just a big happy 
family (Respondent no 14, hostel resident).

On several occasions the West Rand Administration Board (WRAB) 

rebuilt and closed this wall in its endeavour to keep the 

hostel dwellers apart from the township residents in 

compliance with the grand apartheid plan of keeping races, 

communities, and ethnic groups apart. In 1984 the National 

Housing Commission approved an advance of 26 million rand to 

the Soweto Council in order to extend and enlarge the 

following hostels: Mapetla, Dube and Jabulane, because of the 

unavailability of land in Soweto for the construction of new 

hostels. The better part of the budget allocated to the 

Merafe hostel was used for rebuilding the wall (Race Relations 

Survey, 1984: 390), which was done irrespective of the number 

of times hostel inmates and township residents demolished the 

wall.

Merafe hostel consisted of fifteen dormitories popularly known 

as "hostel blocks". Each dormitory was about fifty paces long
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were "coated with thick layers of soot and spider-webs" 

(Matshoba, 1987: 224).

There were a number of other distinguishing features that gave 

the Merafe hostel features of a rural location. Township 

residents beautify their homes by planting flowers in their 

backyards and by paving their motorways. The hostel 

neighbourhood on the other hand consistently looked 

unappealing and drab though every available space was filled 

with mealie plants. , This suggested that the hostel was 

regarded as a little piece of rural South Africa relocated in 

the city.

The history of the Meadowlands hostel is best understood in 

terms of two historical phases. The first phase covers the 

period in which the hostel was built in 1962 when the first 

occupants of the hostel formed harmonious relationships with 

neighbouring communities. The second phase is the post-1990 

period when social order in the hostel disintegrated; older 

inmates who belonged to non-Zulu ethnic groups were ejected 

from the hostel. The hostel then provided a fertile ground 

for nurturing chauvinistic tribalism.

When this hostel was built in the 1960's, it was meant to 

house an official figure of 5 045, single males who were 

prohibited from staying with either their spouses or their 

children (Key informant no. 9, Soweto Council spokesperson). 

However in 1986, "...due to the repealing of influx control
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and the demise of the Soweto Council's tight control over 

hostels in the mid-1980's, people started flocking in the 

hostel in huge numbers" (Respondent no. 14, hostel resident).

According to one informant in the 1962 - 1990 period hostel

residents were older people.

...people who migrated to Johannesburg and 
inhabited Merafe hostel were largely of middle age, 
and some of them have been to the city before and 
had a fair working knowledge of the city life and 
the dynamics of township and hostel politics (Key 
informant no. 9, Council spokesperson).

However after August 1990 the inflow of new inmates bore the
r~

hallmark of a planned campaign. The age profile of the hostel 

changed; instead of the middle and early old age mixture of 

earlier times, Merafe hostel came to be characterised by the 

presence of a constantly high number of young men, who were 

available to wage war against township youth^

The entry of these youth into the hostel was understood by one 

key informant as part of a planned and calculated strategy of 

destabilisation:

Their mission seems as clear as day light, that is 
to destabilise townships adjacent the hostel 
through promoting a so called Zulu/Xhosa or hostel/ 
township war. Like in the case of Meadowlands 
hostel, they first brought what appear to be highly 
trained, mainly Youth Brigade leaders whose 
knowledge of the township and urban warfare was 
unquestionable (Key informant no. 3, Mapetla Civic 
leader)

These youth occupied strategic positions within the hostel 

structures, breaking the monopoly of the Induna system. They
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. .'.people who had not only formed a strong regiment 
to unleash violence against the township residents, 
but were able to integrate well with the township 
"car hijackers" and the gangsters who use the 
hostel as a place of relative security. \

This informant went on to say:

The particular problem with Merafe hostel emanate 
from the harbouring of the township car hijackers 
call "89:; " (sweep), who specialise in hijacking 
mini-bus taxis and other private vehicles. These 
gangsters or car hijackers were harassed by police 
in the township almost daily, they then sought 
refuge in Merafe hostel while becoming nominal 
members of the Inkatha Freedom Party. While using 
the hostel as a base and for protection they 
continue their criminal activities harassing the 
passing motorists and the residents alike.

This statement was supported by another informant (No.11) who 

asserted that:

Motorists dare not drive past the hostel half an 
hour before sunset lest they play into the hands of 
the thugs from the hostel rwho also rob and kill 
people indiscriminately. Cars are hijacked and 
taken inside the hostel because no police dare 
enter the hostel to recover them. Girls are 
jackrolled into the hostel in broad day light and 
police are doing nothing to save our children from 
these hostel rapists^(Key informant no 11, township 
resident).

Thus Merafe hostel became a zone of terror to township 

residents.

(ii) Rural origins

Similarities between the Meadowlands and the Merafe hostels 

were discernable in that an overwhelming majority, 39 

residents interviewed, (76%) came from Natal and Kwa Zulu, 

with the Eastern Transvaal as the second largest source of
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recruitment. Seven of the residents (14%) came from the 

Eastern Transvaal township of Wesselton in Ermelo, four of the 

residents (8%) came from Harrismith in the Free State and only 

one resident (2%) deserted Zondi township in Soweto.

Those who came from various places in Natal spoke Zulu and 

claimed to be Zulus, those who came from the Eastern Transvaal 

spoke Pedi and Setswana. Five of the respondents were Bapedi 

(pedis) and two respondents were Batswana (Tswanas). Those 

who came from Orange Free State spoke Sesotho and Zulu and 

claimed to be Basothos who lived on the fringes of the Free 

State bordering Natal.

A large number of people interviewed, 33 (65%) came to

Johannesburg between 1990 and 1991. ? It was strange that all 

of a sudden in the 1990's Merafe hostel experienced an influx 

of rural people who came to inhabit the hostel amidst the 

violent confrontations between the residents of the hostel and 

the township. Ten (20%) of the respondents came to 

Johannesburg between 1980 and 1990, and only eight (16%) of 

the people interviewed came to Johannesburg in the 1970's and 

in the period before that.

Most of the respondents said they chose Johannesburg over Cape

Town because of the job opportunities. The feeling of this

group is best captured by the following:

"Igoli yilona okwiyidolobha elikhulu futhi 
nezimboni zabe ziningi, kukhona ngisho nezimayini 
lapho ngafikela khona ngiqala ukusebenza". ("Igoli" 
is the only big town that has most factories and
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This points to the deep seated nature of gender identity among 

some informants. The content of this identity and in 

particular the relation between fathering children and 

masculinity is an issue that requires further research.

The dominant perception among hostel inmates was that hostels 

were places for adults and not children. Twenty one (41%) 

respondents said they did not want their children joining them 

in the hostel. This group included a large number of the 

middle-aged traditionalist migrants who still believed 

strongly in old fashioned traditional values which they feared 

could easily be corrupted by the urban environment.

By contrast 15 (29%) respondents, who were largely drawn from 

the group of younger hostel dwellers, preferred their children 

to be in the hostel rather than sending them back to the 

drought stricken and violence-ridden rural areas, j' Most of 

this group had escaped from these environments and they were 

loathe to see their children brought up under similar 

conditions.>

I know how it is to grow up yearning to grow up 
beside your father while my peer group were running 
home to their father every night. I vowed that I 
would never let it happen to them because I have 
walked that road for them (Respondent no. 7, hostel 
resident).

(iv) Educational profile of hostel inmates

The level of illiteracy in Merafe hostel was very high.
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^Sixteen people interviewed (31%) had no formal education at 

all, while fifteen interviewees (29%) had between Standard 1 

and Standard 3 education. Eight people interviewed (16%) had 

between Standard 4 and Standard 6 education while six had 

Standard 10 education. Only three respondents claimed to have 

any post-matric qualification.

(v) Employment profile

The majority of the residents of this hostel were unemployed - 

34 (67%) of the people interviewed were unemployed. Those 

in full-time employment were low-income earners who did 

unskilled work that ranged from being security guards to flat-
r-

cleaners. Of these unskilled workers, five (10%) security 

guards earned between R500 and R1000 per month. Three (6%) 

were flat cleaners who earned between R500 and R750 per month. 

Two (4%) were hotel porters who earned R1500 per month.; Five 

of the respondents (10%) worked as taxi drivers most of them 

in taxis owned by hostel inmates.% This last point illustrates 

the heterogeneity of hostel inmates. Taxi owners were clearly 

of a much higher socio-economic status than most of the 

inmates.

However they were not popular figures. It was these taxi 

drivers who were blamed for fomenting the train violence in 

order to boost the taxi industry. From July 1990 to late 1993 

attacks on commuters on Soweto trains took place near or 

around stations bordering the hostels. In eleven of these
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(COSATU). This change in patterns of unionisation reflected 

the changes in the social composition of the hostel that 

occurred between 1980 and 1990.

(vii) Ethnic composition

A large number of people interviewed, 41 (80%) claimed that 

only one ethnic group, the Zulus occupied the hostels. However 

10 (20%) respondents claimed that there were a number of other 

ethnics groups, even Xhosas, who shared their hostel rooms. 

Ethnic groups mentioned by informants were Southern Sothos, 

Zulus, Pedis, Vendas and Xhosas.

A number of informants referred to a block called 

�����+�������  (a block housing different ethnic groups) . This 

researcher suspects that there was an attempt to camouflage 

the fact that this hostel had become a predominantly Zulu 

enclave. A total of 6 (12%) respondents claimed that, in the 

same way as in the Meadowlands hostel, Zulu-speaking hostel 

dwellers stayed in the same blocks as each other in order to 

ensure their control of the institution. Seven respondents 

(14%) said they did not know and were not aware of these 

ethnic divisions.
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4. THE SOCIAL ORGANISATION OF MERAFE HOSTEL

(i) Inmates perceptions of hostel life

Merafe hostel, like Meadowlands hostel did not inspire deep

loyalties among all of its inmates. Most of the respondents

felt that if they had cheap alternative accommodation they

would not wish to see themselves living in a hostel. \ This

validates Can Themba's assertion that, "For many of them it

is just a place to lay down a weary head, and a shelter from

the dust or rain” (Themba, 1985: 117). Living conditions were

mostly overcrowded, dirty and unhealthy. This is best

captured by a Merafe hostel leader who angrily asserted that:

This is not a fit place for human inhabitant. Where 
on earth have you seen a place were on average 16 
people to a block in two groups of eight and 
sometimes more are forced to sleep? It would be an 
insult even to the animal kingdom if animals could 
be squeezed like this under one roof (Respondent no 
6, hostel resident).

For many inmates it was only the economic constraint of high 

rents and the violence that had already claimed thousands of 

lives and destroyed the fabric of black society that kept them 

from seeking alternative accommodation in the adjacent 

townships.

In spite of the distressing conditions in the Merafe hostel, 

there were people who had spent two decades of their lives 

there. Two (4%) of the oldest residents had been in the 

hostel for 20 years. Thirteen respondents (25%) had been
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When the opportunity availed itself I grabbed it 
with both my hands (Respondent no. 13).

Only six of the respondents came because they were running

away from the violence that had already claimed hundreds of

lives in their home areas of Natal. *

...there was no way we could go back. At least 
here we can seek protection in the hostel. At home 
there is no place to hide unless in your own grave 
(Respondent no. 21, hostel resident).

For many of them it was a matter of choosing the better of two 

evils. The countryside had long ceased to be a safe haven 

since the advent of political violence in the 1980's. The 

violence coupled with the poverty and drought that pervades 

the rural areas of Natal/KwaZulu were powerful "push" factors.

Despite living under these bad conditions, a substantial

number of the respondents were determined to make Merafe

hostel their home. For most of them appalling living

conditions appeared to be better than spending their rest of

their lives under open skies or highways or in violence-torn

rural areas. This perspective was articulated by 25

respondents (49%) one of whom claimed:

We saw nothing wrong in living in the hostel. To 
us conditions in this hostel were not different 
from the conditions in the rural areas with one 
exception, here (in the urban area) you only become 
hungry because you are lazy. There are many ways 
to survive in the urban areas even if it is putting 
your life into your hands every day. At least you 
survive (Respondent no. 8, hostel resident).
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On the other hand seventeen respondents (33%) found living in 

the hostel intolerable. Nine respondents (18%) were neutral; 

one claimed that:

. . . there is no difference between the two 
dwellings. The only difference we can claim to see 
is that in the rural areas we stay with our 
families and our girlfriends are only a stone throw 
from our homes whereas in the hostel we have to 
produce instant families who most of them exploit 
our loneliness as migrants just to milk us and dump 
us after they have finished our money (Respondent 
no. 23).

'--/� �#+.�6!0(#+.� -+�.3#�3)4.#1

The high level of unemployment among hostel inmates made it 

difficult for hostel dwellers to pay rent. The figure 

supplied by the Soweto Town Council shows that more than 75% 

of hostel residents stoppfed paying their rent in 1992 (Key 

informant no. 9, Council spokesperson). Most of the Council 

structures had already collapsed by then.

The majority of the respondents, 37 (73%) claimed that they 

did not pay rent, while seven (14%) respondents, particularly 

those who were hosted by a close relatives, did not know 

whether their hosts were paying rent or not. The other seven 

(14%) claimed to be paying R45.65 monthly rental. All seven 

(100%) of the residents who payed their rent, paid it 

themselves.

'---/� �)4.#1�5#4-,#+.4�5#1!.-)+43-64�9-.3�.)9+43-6�5#4-,#+.4

Before the advent of political violence between Merafe hostel
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The second most popular game which formed a strong social link 

between hostel and township people was soccer which recruited 

young players from the townships. \ Owners of various soccer 

teams would be hostel dwellers, who would play against other 

hostel teams from other townships or township soccer teams.

rThe third most popular social activity in the Merafe hostel 

involved religion, which was evidenced by inmates from 

different denominations leaving the hostel in droves to 

worship in the townships, while others worshipped under the 

trees near the hostel. Given the poor conditions in which the 

hostel inmates lived and their exploitative working 

conditions, one could use a Marxist explanation of why they 

sought solace in religion. However some hostel dwellers used 

religion as a social avenue to get to know township women whom 

they could then develop relationships with (Informant no. 17, 

hostel resident). All church buildings were in the townships 

and most of the congregation were women. Church thus provided 

a means of social access to township women.

However political violence, however, came to obliterate these 

social activities which involved intimate relations between 

hostel and township residents..

The crucial point is that there was no history of acrimony 

between hostel dwellers and township residents before 1990.

1 Over half of the people interviewed, 29 (57%) were envious of 

township people and wanted to emulate township life styles.
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city of Gold and their loyalty to it was deep. All of these 

informants claimed to have only had limited contact with 

township people and did not wish to extend this relationship 

beyond already existing parameters. Their only friends were 

other hostel dwellers living in other hostels.

(iv) Indunas in Merafe hostel

The Induna system was a dynamic institution fraught with 

favouritism and nepotism. A sizeable number of hostel inmates 

claimed to believe in and honour the induna system. An 

overwhelming majority of respondents in the Merafe hostel, 41 

(80%) confirmed the existence of indunas in the hostel. 

However six (12%) respondents did not believe indunas existed 

in the hostel and maintained that if the indunas did exist, 

they would be inefficient. Four respondents did not know 

whether indunas existed or not and were ignorant of their 

functions.

A noticeable trend was that the majority of hostel dwellers 

who came from the rural areas and peri-urban towns of 

Natal/KwaZulu were loyal to the induna system. In contrast 

hostel residents who came from other parts of rural South 

Africa outside the borders and boundaries of KwaZulu/Natal 

were ignorant of indunas.

There was a lot of confusion about how indunas were elected. 

Seventeen respondents (33%) believed that indunas were imposed
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from above by ";������� " back home in the rural areas and 

therefore represented only the aspirations of the ;�������  and 

not the hostel dwellers. However an equal number (33%) 

claimed that the induna system had evolved from below. This 

group believed that it was the hostel residents themselves who 

were responsible for electing hostel indunas. The latter 

group further argued that a person who was elected to the 

position of induna was a person who was endowed with the 

dynamism of both the urban and the rural cultures; a person 

who displayed leadership qualities and who was impartial in 

his judgements. They claimed that this rare combinations of 

leadership qualities is normally found in people who are in 

their early 60's.j

The duties of Indunas differed from hostel to hostel. One of 

the duties of the induna in Merafe hostel was to see to it 

that most of the "king's" subjects were accommodated and fed. 

The fact that 29 respondents, (57%) came from the same rural 

area fostered a type of communal living in the hostel. 

Seventeen respondents (33%) said they had created their own 

social networks that involved close ties, while only five 

respondents (10%) said they lived a lonely, isolated life.

Belonging to a rural network was an urban survival strategy; 

it meant that one did not go to bed with an empty stomach. 

This was confirmed by 31 (61%) respondents, as one said:

... we buy food for those who are not working.
most of us know how painful it is to go to bed on
a hungry stomach, especially when one is at a
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interviewees (10%) said they did not belong to any burial 

society or stokvels in the hostel for fear of losing their 

deposits. These five respondents were non Zulu- speaking 

hostel inmates and they perceived burial societies to be Zulu 

associations which mainly catered for the needs of Zulu 

speaking hostel inmates.

'Their view was confirmed by 37 respondents (73%) who affirmed 

that burial societies were Zulu village-based structures 

(izinhlangano zezigodi) which were controlled by hostel 

indunas. Membership was confined to specific people who were 

either known to the hostel population or had relatives or 

friends who could pay their dues. However 10 respondents 

(20%) claimed that membership of burial societies was opened 

to anybody who could afford the monthly instalments, 

irrespective of his ethnic origins. \

Burial societies were clearly support structures in the 

hostel. In the case of the death of a member, funds would be 

made available to the bereaved family. A coffin and the means 

of transporting the dead for burial in the countryside were 

paid for by the burial society. Each time a death occurred 

the affected member was obliged to pay an extra amount to 

replace the amount that had been withdrawn.

Unlike burial societies outside the hostel where an elected 

treasurer collected money from each member and banked the 

total amount, with a fine imposed on individuals who brought 

their donations late, in the hostel a different system
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operated. The hostel induna was charged with the collection 

of money. Furthermore, the induna chaired all burial society 

meetings which were attended by representatives from each 

block. Defaulters were identified in those meetings. In each 

case of the death of a member, the induna decided whether the 

deceased was to be buried in the rural or urban area. 

According to most respondents this depended on the status of 

the dead migrant or his rank in Inkatha. People with high 

political prestige were buried in the country because 

according to one informant there was a fear that their bodies 

might be exhumed and necklaced by township youth (Respondent 

no. 21, hostel resident). ?

In the hostel there was a perception that the burial society

was an ethnic one that catered for the Zulus, and that other

ethnic groups were being exploited for their contributions and

did not benefit when they lost members of their families.

. . . even if we complain until we are blue in our 
faces there is nowhere we could sue or report 
these people (Respondent no. 14, hostel resident).

Burial societies seemed to engender more social cohesion 

amongst Zulu inmates than amongst inmates generally.

'D-/� �7)+)(-7�!7.-D-.-#4� -+��#5!*#�3)4.#1

The political violence that erupted in 1990 seemed to have 

brought about a proliferation of small and medium businesses 

in the hostel. The ownership of business ventures in the 

hostel became the monopoly of the Zulu-speaking hostel
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(hobos) swelled the numbers of the people murdered and 

necklaced by hostel inmates during the period 1990-1993.

The deaths of these people did not prevent or discourage the 

increasing numbers of profligate women in hostel shebeens, 

some of whom had no other intention than selling their bodies 

to sexually starved hostel men. As in the case of the 

Meadowlands hostel, prostitutes moved in from the periphery 

of the hostel where they were confined prior to the emergence 

of conflict between the two communities. Their access to the 

hostel had previously been prevented by the ever vigilant 

municipal police.

The 1990's, however, saw prostitutes becoming an integral part 

of the hostel social milieu. In Merafe hostel, prostitution 

was a more complicated issue than simply "the granting of 

sexual favours for monetary gain" (Giddens, 1992: 195). Most 

prostitutes in and around the Merafe hostel were found to be 

poor and relatively powerless women who originated from both 

urban or rural environments. They were women who because of 

their high rate of illiteracy could not find any alternative 

means of survival and therefore resorted to prostitution.

Two categories of prostitutes could be identified: the first 

group were women, both urban and rural, who were genuinely 

looking for permanent partners. Some were either divorcees 

or widows, who because of their low educational status and 

their unemployability, were compelled to enter the hostel,
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using prostitution as a way of trying to locate permanent 

partners. This new phenomenon of black women "chasing" men 

goes against the grain of African culture. In most African 

cultures women are not supposed to display their affection to 

men, less they be labelled "������� " a derogatory term for 

"whores". The dominant perception among hostel dwellers of 

these women that they were "������� ". They failed to 

understand that it was the poverty and homelessness of these 

women that turned them into sexual victims of hostel men.

The second category of prostitutes were commonly referred to 

as "�������� " or "township drunks". They descended on the 

hostel and used sexual favours in order to get alcohol. They 

became victims of all the sexually starved men in the hostel 

when they were drunk.

(vii) Political organisation in Merafe hostel

The IFP itself maintained that hostels in Soweto and other 

areas had become exclusively Inkatha strongholds. In figures 

provided to the IBIIR by one of the IFP senior members, Mr 

Humphrey Ndlovu, the figures of its hostel support were 

claimed to be as follows:

Merafe - 100%

Dube - 87%

Nancefield - 90%

Jabulane - 100%

Diepkloof - 95% (IBIIR, 1992: 32).
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This coercive mobilisation method of the IFP was further

validated by the statements of 23 respondents (45%) who

claimed they joined the IFP to secure a place in the hostel,;

coupled with their allegiance to the Zulu nation, rather thar*»

to the party itself. This method of recruitment was similar

to IFP recruitment methods during the 1980's in Natal where

IFP—aligned warlords abused shackdwellers and other groups.

The ways in which Inkatha manipulated the relation between

ethnic mobilisation and access to resources is best

articulated by Mare who claimed that:

Allegiance to the "Zulu nation" - measured through 
membership of Inkatha could determine access to 
resources. Inkatha claimed total representation of 
"Zuluness" in the first years after its formation 
in 1975. It was the sole party in the bantustan 
government. Those who sought to politicise and 
mobilise Zulu ethnicity also controlled pensions, 
land allocation and education; signed work-seekers' 
permits; and approved bottle store licences (Mare,
1993: 67).

As in Meadowlands hostel an overwhelming majority of 

respondents, 39 (76%) were not clear about the aims and the 

ideals of the IFP as an organisation.^ Bhekizwe Ndwade claimed 

that:

. . . the policies of the IFP were to seek the 
liberation of the black man by confiscating the 
land from the whites and distributing it among the 
Africans (Respondent no. 13).

The organisation held all of its meetings in the hostel as 

according to a large number of respondents (32) 63%. These 

meetings were held every Sunday and all members were coerced

to attend.
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The only time the organisation held meetings in the township 

was when there was a large Zulu gathering dubbed "imbizo" at 

Jabulani Amphitheatre when they were expecting to be addressed 

by either the Zulu Monarch or Chief Mister Buthelezi. These 

were not meetings that were attended by everybody, they were 

Zulu meetings that were held guarterly.

5. VIOLENCE IN AND AROUND MERAFE HOSTEL 1990 - 1993

A large majority of respondents, 34 (67%) perceived the

conflict in Natal particularly during the mid 1980's to date

as a war between the ANC and the IFP.

The war is between two bulls, the ANC and the IFP 
fighting over political turf. The issue of multi 
causes is the issue of academics, peoplewho are 
cursed with the ability to think, people who find 
reasons were there are no reasons. There if you 
are ANC in an IFP turf you are dead, the same 
happens if you are IFP in an ANC environment.
There are no other causes unless you construct 
them, a thing which academics are good at 
(Respondent no. 8, hostel resident).

Most respondents argued that when the ANC was still banned, 

the only violence in KwaZulu/Natal was "faction fighting" 

between different clans. These faction fights were said to 

be over non-political antagonisms. However after the 

unbanning of the liberation movements, the ANC was perceived 

as threatening IFP hegemony in the region: "people buried 

their tribal differences in defence of their political 

ideology" (Respondent no. 19, hostel resident).
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of the conflict. According to these informants in both Natal 

and on the Reef fighting was over political power and 

influence and involved many of the same techniques such as» 

mobilisation through emotional rallies, the use ofi 

"traditional weapons" and the bussing of Inkatha supporters 

from various strongholds in rural Natal.

Well over 80% of the respondents (43) referred to the pattern

of political violence on the Reef as "a war", because of the

number of people who had died and were still dying. As

Lungile Ngcobo explained, it is:

... a war that has taken thousands and thousands of 
innocent lives particularly women and children. In 
our part of the country "wars" are not defined in 
terms of instruments used or uniform that various j) 
factions wear. To us war is war as long as there j 
is conflict and people are dying in large numbers \ 
to us it is war (Respondent no 3; hostel resident) .

On the other hand, eight respondents (16%) did not believe

that the current political violence was on a scale justifying

the use of the word "war". To this group:

a war involves men fighting each other with what 
ever weapon they could lay their hands on. It is 
a situation of such a magnitude that men are 
forcefully separated from their wives and stay in 
the mountains for weeks or even months.War is not 
what we are experiencing now where men from the 
hostel fight children from the township. None of 
the group has fleet its dwelling (Respondent no. 11, 
hostel resident).

It is an extraordinary feature of Merafe hostel that even 

during times of violent turmoil it attracted a sizable number 

of newcomers from the rural areas. It is surprising that 19
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respondents (37%) claimed to have arrived at this hostel from 

Natal or other hostels when the violence in Merafe was at its 

peak. This supports the suggestion that Reef violence was 

imported from elsewhere.

Sixteen respondents (33%) claimed to remember how 'the war'

started in 1990. According to Azikhwelwa Majozi:

On the 22 August 1990 we held a meeting in the 
hostel, where it was reported that the hostel was 
about to be attacked by township comrades - there 
was no way that we could take the rumour lightly ■ 
because our brothers had died in Sebokerf§^when they 
had been warned beforehand. To us it was the 
matter of ��������� ������ �������� ����	��  (once 
bitten twice shy). As in any other war - the best 
defence is attack. We then planned the attack for 
the 24 August after we had thoroughly consulted 
with the traditional healers, inyangas and sangomas ; 
op all the rituals that had to do with war. When* 
the day of the attack finally arrived - we then 
attacked the townships - they were all unaware, we 
caught them by surprise - we attacked and attacked 
and attacked (Respondent no. 40, hostel resident).

However not all respondents were told of the attack;a sizeable 

number of respondents, 16 (31%) were not aware and therefore 

had no part in the decision making regarding the attack. They 

claimed that they did not know how "the war" had started.

The origin of the political violence in and around Merafe 

hostel appears from interviews with several key informants to 

f lie in rumours of an attack on the hostel by township 

residents on the evening of 24 August 1990. That night alone 

14 township residents were killed and 124 were injured in the 

attack by an estimated number of 400 hostel dwellers (Everatt 

and Schrier, 1994) . In that year alone there were 121
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belonged to the ANC, specifically the target of attack 

sometimes became all township residents.

During the height of the conflict between the two communities, 

there was increased arms traffic into the hostel. Township 

residents who lived near the hostel accused the police of 

being the main suppliers of arms to hostel inmates. To some 

informants a clear indication of police complicity in violence 

became evident from 1990 when teargas canisters were fired 

from within the hostel. In South Africa teargas is one 

commodity that is the monopoly of the State, and is 

unavailable on the open market. Its availability within the 

hostel was said by nine respondents to constitute proof of the 

hidden hand of the state in the carnage. These were older 

inmates who were opposed to violence.

The nature of the war that raged in the townships is indicated 

by the types of weapons used. The most common types mentioned 

by 48 respondents (94%) were bush-knives, AK47, pistols, knob- 

kierries, pangas, spears and teargas (usisi lezinyembezi) 

among others. Most respondents asserted that possession of 

weapons had become common in the hostel. Inmates described 

it as follows:

"Abantu sebaba nezikhali zabo ngoba vele 
nasemakhaya bakhula ngezimpi zombango okuyizimpi, 
zezigodi" (people have long acquired the habit ofi 
possessing arms because even in the rural area they F-  
are socialised in the environment of faction* 
fighting) (Respondent no. 49) .
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On the other hand 17 respondents (33%) claimed that most of 

the weapons used in the violence were manufactured in the 

hostel by inmates themselves. These are weapons called 

"qwashi" which are hand made guns firing various objects such 

as nails or marbles termed "irons". Hostels had not only 

become "fortresses of fear" but also armouries, institutions 

where weapons were manufactured, stored and distributed.

The confrontational nature of this violence and the type of

weapons used coupled with the desire of most inmates to

maximise the damage inflicted on their enemy were cited as

reasons why the hostel war was fought at night. One informant

maintained that the darkness helped him cope with his

emotional responses to violent actions:

When you fight your enemy during the day, you are 
bound to feel pity when you are confronted by 
his/her spouse or offspring. But not at night, jve 
just destroy everything that moves and has life, 
even dogs or cats suffer the same fate. We oftly 

- learn about the extent of the damage when we listen 
to the news on TVs or radios stolen from their 
houses the following day. But if we fight during! 
the day we would be compelled to preserve other! 
things, therefore minimise the damage (Respondent 
no. 3).

This informant was one of 31 interviewees (61%) who asserted

a great wish to end this violence because:

. . . the winner in this violence is the grave - 
which like a sea is never satisfied. The sea 
receives water from many rivers and rivulets but 
has never ever bursts its banks - in times of 
serious drought, the sea never dries up and will 
always supply water to the rivers and rivulets 
(Respondent no. 48, hostel resident).
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CHAPTER SIX
THE FUTURE OF HOSTEL IN POST APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA

1. INTRODUCTION

The role of hostels on the Reef as "launchpads" for political 

violence during the 1990 - 1993 period raises complex policy 

questions for the transition to a more peaceful social order. 

This chapter attempts to identify different perspectives on 

the future of the hostels as perceived by different stake­

holders, including the hostel dwellers themselves. The 

chapter will identify different views on the future of the 

hostels by categorising four broad positions: (i) those who 

were in favour of the total destruction of hostels, (ii) those 

who advocated hostels being kept as single sex institutions, 

(iii) those who supported the integration of hostels with 

township communities by converting them into flats and family 

dwellings, (iv) and, as a short-term measure, those who 

advocated the fencing off of all troubled hostels. While 

there is some degree of overlapping these positions are 

distinct in terms of emphasis.

It has been apparent right from their inception in black 

townships in 1956 that migrant worker hostels were apartheid 

creations. They were built not only as part of the rigid 

apartheid ideology that required separate accommodation for 

people who were regarded as temporary sojourners, but also as
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a form of control that facilitated the monitoring of the 

movement of black people.

Furthermore, the blocks within the hostels were organised in 

such a way as to accommodate hostel dwellers along ethnic 

lines. This was a blatant attempt to accentuate and deepen 

ethnic cleavages. It formed part of the strategy of urban 

social control that was integral to the "divide and rule" 

policy of apartheid.

In recent times, particularly in the 1990's, when the dawn of 

the new South Africa was in sight, these hostels, particularly 

those on the Reef and some sections of hostels in some of the 

townships of KwaZulu/Natal, were used as launch pads for 

destabilising activities.

This strategy of destabilisation involved hostel dwellers 

launching attacks on the neighbouring communities. These 

attacks not only resulted in the loss of thousands of lives 

and in the dislocation of thousands of families, they 

seriously damaged the social fabric of the black community. 

This pattern of dislocation resulted in the majority of the 

original hostel dwellers being either forcibly evicted or 

fleeing of their own accord. The destabilisation of the 

neighbouring community generated a controversial question: 

should these apartheid institutions be preserved as the 

country entered into a transition from authoritarian rule to 

democracy?
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ago, most township communities spoke with compassion about the 

conditions in which their fellow South Africans were living. 

But since the beginning of this violence, a feeling of hate 

and resentment has descended. Many township residents, 

especially those bordering the hostels, are demanding that the 

hostels be demolished" (Key informant no. 3, township 

resident).

Informants who articulated this position included members of 

very different political persuasions, such as the Black 

Consciousness Movement (AZAPO), the ANC and ANC-aligned 

organisations such as the civics and the progressive trade 

unions (ANC, 1992). All these organisations advocated the 

urgent abolition of the single-sex hostels their replacement 

with family dwellings. The ANC advocated abolition because 

of the havoc the hostels had caused among its constituency 

(ANC, 1993). A document released by the ANC on the issue of 

hostels claimed that:

Hostels have been cynically used to foster and 
further racial policies, isolation, dependency 
relations and the exploitation of labour. 
Generations of Africans, numbered in millions, have 
endured hostels as places of misery, poverty, 
loneliness and despair.

The ANC, and other parties, have consistently over 
the years called for the demolishing of these 
structures and their replacement with more appro­
priate accommodation for migrants (ANC, 1993: 11).

This view was further supported by the views of other parties. 

A member of AZAPO, for instance, believed that hostels had 

to be destroyed as part of the overthrowal of apartheid:
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If AZANIA truly believes in liberation - it cannot 
afford to inherit all albatrosses of the outgoing 
apartheid institutions, particularly those who have 
played a pivotal role in engineering black 
emotional destruction. Hostels are good examples 
of these institutions. The government, if it 
claims to represent the will of the majority, 
should bulldoze them from their foundation so as to 
obliterate any ideas of rebuilding them in the 
future. They must be destroyed roots and all, so 
that those who ever think of rebuilding them and 
should never forget the nation's feelings towards 
such institutions (Key informant no. 7, AZAPO 
branch chairperson).

A member of the ANC-allied Civic echoed the same sentiments, 

and warned that if the government did not act to abolish the 

hostels; township residents would destroy the hostels 

themselves.

. . . the government must do away with the hostels 
while people are still prepared to negotiate their 
future. Once it leaves this issue for too long, 
they (hostels) will take the same route taken by 
hostels in Duduza, Tsakane and Khalanyoni. People 
will bring them down with their bare hands, because 
there is no way that our people will ever accept 
the issue of hostels. They have caused enough pain 
and destruction in our communities, they must be 
destroyed or the people will destroy them. (Key 
informant no. 9, Civic member)

This 'abolitionist' view was also articulated by some township 

residents interviewed who stressed the destructive social 

impact of hostels:

... the epoch of the hostel is over. The should be 
demolished brick by brick - even the shadow of 
their roots must be uprooted. They have done 
enough harm to the dignity of the black people.
What have we done to deserve these institutions? 
Where have you seen or heard of an Indian only 
hostel? A coloured only hostel or even a white 
only hostel? They must go now - not even the 
shadow of their existence should linger on the 
minds of our black people. Their site make us feel 
like vomiting - the sooner they are terminated the 
better (Respondent no. 2, Township resident).
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3. THE "REFORMIST” POSITION

The reformist position stated that hostels should not be 

physically destroyed, but be upgraded, improved and retained 

as single sex entities. This position was primarily 

articulated by the Inkatha Freedom Party, a minority of hostel 

inmates themselves, the Hostel Association and some academics 

who were sympathetic to the IFP's cause. Inkatha's interest 

in the position relates to the fact that 90% of hostel 

dwellers on the Reef were card-carrying members of the IFP 

(Woods, 1993; Minnaar, 1993; Schlemmer, 1991) and therefore 

it wanted to be seen to be protecting the interests of its 

constituency.

Adherents of this position believed that the dismantling of 

hostels would have no bearing on the violence that has 

engulfed South Africa since the mid-1980's. Schlemmer for 

instance asserts that:

South Africa has known many poorly considered and 
hurriedly attempted solutions to the social 
problems in the black townships, many have done 
more harm than good. The latest argument to 
dismantle the hostel system may be yet another.
While hostels are manifestly inadequate institu­
tions, they both contain and have created certain 
social realities which will not go away with the 
dismantling of the physical structure (1991: 5).

Schlemmer further argued that:

The inevitable conclusion one must draw from my 
research results and other similar results is that, 
notwithstanding the constrained, frustrating and 
unnatural conditions in the hostels, a substantial 
proportion of the residents prefer this mode of 
urban existence to making any significant
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investments in more stable urban accommodation. 
Their priorities are in rural areas (1991: 5).

To support his argument for the retention of hostels as 

single-sex dwellings, Schlemmer used results from the research 

he conducted in the mid-eighties that indicated a massive 

support for hostels as single-sex accommodation. At that time 

a sizable proportion of hostel dwellers preferred having 

temporary single status in the cities in cheap hostel 

dwellings (Schlemmer and Moller, 1985).

This view is further supported by a minority of hostel

inmates. As has been shown repeatedly in this thesis,

violence adversely affected life in almost all hostels on the

Reef. Life in these hostels has never been a paradise for

inmates nor for the neighbouring communities. Yet, the

hostels had become home to thousands of migrants whose loyalty

to them was astonishing. This loyalty is seen in this

statement by one hostel dweller:

To some of us these hostels have acted as the only 
shelter in a strange land. We arrived from the 
rural areas jobless, penniless and nowhere to stay.
We would not have afforded rents in the townships.
As long as we are in this position we are going 
protect these hostels (Respondent no. 12, hostel 
resident).

A group of seven respondents (23%) in the Meadowlands hostel 

and 11 respondents (22%) in the Merafe hostel preferred living 

in single-sex hostels where accommodation was very cheap. Of 

this group of respondents, 22% were young migrants who were 

either illiterate, unemployed and unable to support them-
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have to provide food for my wife and children it 
will be a big task. At least at home (Natal) I 
have got an extended family to run to in time of 
difficulties. If there is no plate on the table - 
they could easily go to any of the relatives for a 
plate (Respondent no. 7, hostel dweller).

Some informants gave a very dismal account of hostel life.

For example, Thamsanqa Ximba said:

... violence in this hostel alone (Meadowlands hostel) 
has become the order of the day. The rule of law has 
collapsed, people are killed inside here and nobody 
bothers to investigate who the murderers are, women are 
raped in broad daylight and nothing is done about it - 
and lately even thugs from the townships have tended to 
make this hostel a hide-out from the police from their 
various criminal activities. They too know that no 
policemen would dare sat his foot inside the hostel 
(Respondent no. 17, hostel dweller)

However the notion of retaining hostels as single sex 

accommodation is limited in a number of ways. It fails to 

acknowledge that the position of migrants has changed over the 

years as indicated in this thesis. Increasing numbers of 

younger and literate migrants have over the years flocked to 

the urban areas. Their position in the job market has been 

enhanced by higher levels of education than that obtained by 

some of the older migrants. Their improved educational levels 

coupled with the fact that old apartheid laws have been 

repealed, changed their views on permanent urbanisation. The 

availability of low cost housing through various schemes was 

an added factor in shifting views regarding urbanisation.

The majority of hostel dwellers in both Meadowlands and Merafe 

prefer permanent urbanisation where they would be able to live 

with their wives and children. Only older migrants were
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totally opposed to the idea of their wives and children 

joining them in the hostels or in the city. Their rigid 

traditionalist position emanates from the fact that they were 

firmly established back home. Years of apartheid influx 

control has engrained an urban- rural dichotomy in their minds 

so that the urban areas were regarded as "���	������ " (the 

Whiteman's territory). Furthermore, years of working in the 

cities had enabled them to build houses, accumulate livestock 

and educate their children, albeit to a limited degree. Their 

marriages were the authoritarian, patriarchal kind that 

ignored the views and the feelings of women and children. 

There was a feeling that bringing their dependents to the 

cities would not only corrupt them, but spoil what seemed to 

be a totally controlled family life and marriage.

A further limitation of the view that hostels should be 

retained as single-sex institutions is that it only echoes the 

opinion of male migrants, disregarding the feelings and the 

opinions of hundreds of wives and children of the migrants who 

form a new category of hostel dwellers. In the quest to find 

a balanced view of the position of hostels remaining as 

single-sex dwellings the opinion of women on the issue was 

sought by interviewing ten women in each hostel and eight 

Zulu-speaking wives of hostel inmates in the rural area of 

Nongoma in KwaZulu/Natal.

Their views are important to the hostel debate. It must 

always be remembered that when migrants flock to the urban
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Whereas if we were part of the deal from the outset 
our family structures would have been intact. That 
could only happen if hostels as they are currently 
are demolished or turned into family structures 
(Respondent no. 8).

Allowing hostels to remain as single-sex accommodation 

perpetuates the denigrating of women, according to Phangisile 

Khuzwayo:

the hostel system must be phased out 
immediately because it make us appendages of our 
husbands. We spend a lot of money and time 
locating which hostel they live in. After we have 
found them, that is, if we are lucky they are not 
staying with local girls, who boast of been "umfazi 
we phepha" (legal wife with a marriage certificate 
-rural marriages are customary marriages with no 
marriage certificate) we would be threatened with 
deportation if we misbehave. We do not have a say 
in anything our husbands do because hostels are men 
places. We also want places that we would be proud 
of. But they must be cheap so that we could afford 
them (Respondent no. 9) .

An overwhelming majority of 17 out of 28 women interviewed 

(61%) were in favour of migrating to the cities with the 

purpose of joining their spouses in order to resuscitate their 

dying family lives. The argument for retaining hostels as 

single sex institutions or upgrading them but restricting them 

to accommodate single migrants does not have widespread 

support. It was clear from these interviews that the views of 

women connected to male, migrant hostel dwellers must be made 

the subject of debate and intensive research.

B$� GQ�	������	��	���	������ ���	������������?� �	����	�

The position that hostels should be converted into family
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units was the most widely held position put forward by the 
majority of academics, COSATU-aligned unions, civic 
organisations, hostel inmates and people living in communities 
neighbouring the hostels.

Proponents of this position believe that if hostels were 

either converted to family units or flats, they would be able 

to retain the bulk of the inhabitants and hostel dwellers 

would be able to bring their immediate relations, such as 

their wives and children to live with them. The type of 

accommodation advocated by this position is that they should 

be affordable to ordinary hostel dwellers (DBSA, 1993).

Advocates of this position believed that this proposal had a 

number of benefits for hostel inmates in the sense that (i) 

the hostel community would not be interrupted or dispersed as 

a settled community. The entire community would still occupy 

their located site; (ii) There would not be any new 

acquisition of land required; (iii) There might be spare 

capacity in the existing infrastructure, the use of which 

would also signify a saving in the cost of resettlement (DBSA, 

1993) .

This position supports Schlemmer's assertion of the need to

keep the hostel community intact because:

The hostel dwellers are not merely a category 
defined in terms of accommodation. They are in a 
sense a social "enclave" with a different/ 
political culture and different kinds of interest 
than the surrounding township dwellers. Clearly, 
dismantling the hostel system is not only complex
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The call for the conversion of hostels into family accommoda­

tion was opposed by the IFP and the IFP-allied National Hostel 

Residents Association (NHRA) which was formed at the peak of 

the hostel debate by predominantly IFP dominated hostels in 

the PWV and Natal/KwaZulu regions. These groupings perceived 

the call for conversion of hostels into family accommodation 

as an endeavour to weaken the IFP's strong power base 

particularly in the PWV, where the IFP was only strong in the 

hostels.

The Transvaal Hostel Residents Association (THRA), added its 

voice to denouncing the dismantling of hostels and to 

converting them into family accommodation. Instead the 

organisation recommended the expansion of the existing single- 

sexed dormitories into structures that would accommodate a 

single person per room (Key informant no. 3, THRA member).

Members of the Soweto Civic Association (SCA) asserted that:

... Meadowlands and Merafe hostels had been 
converted into military bases for attacks against 
township residents. The IFP's opposition to the 
conversion of the hostels stemmed from the fear 
that the military bases would effectively be 
destroyed through the upgrading of these hostels 
into family accommodation (Key informant no. 1,
SCA) .

However a COSATU-aligned informant maintained that:

The call for the upgrading of hostels should not be 
perceived as the strategy to demobilise or 
undermine the IFP. Hostels throughout the Reef 
were a great social concern because of the 
continuous violence that emanates from them. The 
sooner they are upgraded and turned into family 
accommodation the better it is for both the
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residents and the hostel dwellers (Mbulelo Biyana, 
COSATU).

�+*)5(!+.G4�5#!4)+4�*)5�4:66)5.-+"�.3-4�6)4-.-)+�)+�.3#�*:.:5#

of hostels varied widely. While some were concerned with the

violence or with political considerations such as the response

of the IFP, others were more concerned with protecting family

life. For example Nokulunga Mngadi maintains that:

. . . hostels should be made accessible to all who 
want to stay in them by upgrading them into family 
accommodation. Men should be encouraged to live 
with their wives instead of allowing hostels to 
destroy family life. Most of the rural women have 
never enjoyed a complete family life because most 
become married spinsters as soon as they got 
married because they have never experienced living 
with their husbands. Allowing hostels to remain 
unchanged is like allowing migrant labour policy 
that has split families and destroyed the fabric of 
social life to go unchallenged (Respondent no. 7).

This position on the conversion of hostels into family units 

also has many limitations. In places such as Duduza, Tsakane 

and Katlehong, where residents have demolished the hostels, 

inmates have moved to stay in shack settlements next to those 

areas. Not a single group has formed itself "in clearly 

defined and bounded concentration" within those shack 

settlements. Instead as their hostel structures have disinte­

grated, they have formed new structures linked to local 

community-based organisations. Contrary to Schlemmer's predic­

tion, no violence has been experienced.

The view that hostel dwellers are so distinctively different 

that they would remain in segregated social enclaves even if
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The ANC also advocated this position. As early as 1990, the 

ANC believed that the para-militarisation of the hostels had 

been an attempt by various political parties to establish 

support for themselves through violence and intimidation. It 

then recommended that all hostels implicated in violence 

should be fenced off as an interim measure against violence.

Both the Goldstone Commission and the ANC believed that 

fencing could contribute positively to the hostel situation 

so as to increase the privacy and security of both hostel and 

township residents. Furthermore as an interim measure, fencing 

would allow police and other institutions of law and order 

easy monitoring of people entering and leaving the hostels. 

Many township residents, particularly those living adjacent 

to the two hostels under scrutiny welcomed the fencing of 

hostels as an interim move to curb the violence.

However the fencing of hostels was rejected by the Transvaal 

Hostel Residents Association. They emphasized that there had 

not been sufficient consultation with hostel residents. 

Instead they called on the government to "immediately speed 

up the process and provide the funds to enable hostel 

residents to take part in the process for the improvements of 

the hostels" (New Nation 2.10.1992). They pointed out that 

the R240,000 security fence erected at Thokoza hostel in 

September had already been torn down (Sunday Times 

4.10.1992) .
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6. CONCLUSION

In conclusion it is clear that the future of the hostels must

be located in a broader policy framework. The RDP programme

on hostels states that they must be:

transformed, upgraded and integrated within the 
policy framework that recognises the numerous 
interest groups in and around the hostels and 
provide a range of housing options, including both 
family units and single people (RDP programme,
1994: 25-26).

The RDP programme further stipulates that the hostel policies 

must address the integration of the hostels into communities, 

the safety and privacy of hostels, and arrangements for family 

living in the hostels (RDP, 1994: 26).

The RDP envisages a programme of housing that would (generate 

employment, skills and economic activities, as well as provide 

affordable and decent houses in a peaceful and dignified 

social milieu (RDP, 1994: 22-23). This is in line with the 

wishes of 66 respondents (80%) from both the Meadowlands and 

Merafe hostels who believed that hostels should be destroyed 

and that they should be replaced with affordable housing that 

would integrate them with the local communities. As Bonga 

Dludla said:

... the integration with the local community will 
make us part of the township. For decades we have 
never been regarded as the township people or the 
Sowetans like the rest of the residents of Soweto.
We are always referred to as hostel dwellers, no 
matter how many years we have stayed in Soweto, we 
never qualify to be Sowetans just because we live 
in the hostel (Respondent no. 39) .
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This thesis has focused on the relation between hostels and 

the political violence on the Reef from the time the violence 

erupted in July 1990 until December 1993. This analysis was 

done using a case study of two hostels in Soweto, the Merafe 

and Meadowlands hostels.

The thesis has explored the pattern of political violence and 

the role played by hostel residents in the violence. The 

thesis argued that while "war" is a contested notion, the 

political violence that engulfed the Reef constituted a war. 

The thesis further argued that the hostel system played an 

indispensable role in this conflict since it frequently 

provided bases and launch pads for the agents of the political 

violence.

The dominant perception of hostels is that they were armed 

camps of the Inkatha Freedom Party. It is believed that 

Inkatha colonised these institutions, drove out non-Zulu 

occupants and ANC supporters and transformed the hostels from 

migrants camps into "fortresses of fear" from which they 

terrorized the surrounding communities.

This thesis has tried to anchor this view in a sociological 

profile of both the Merafe and Meadowlands hostels in Soweto. 

This involved examining these hostels as social institutions,
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the social relations and culture operating within them, and 

their place in the social structure of the surrounding 

township. The thesis focused on the social characteristics 

of the hostel residents such as their ethnic identity, age, 

gender identity, marital and employment status, and work 

history. Through a series of in-depth interviews outlined in 

the methodology section, the thesis attempted to map the 

different experiences and understandings which hostel dwellers 

had of the political violence in relation to their own 

political and religious beliefs and broader world views.

The first chapter outlined the objectives of the study and the 

methodology. The second chapter explored political violence 

in South Africa generally and the Reef specifically. The 

chapter argued that these destabilisation policies which were 

initially aimed at neighbouring countries were finally turned 

inwards into South Africa, in order to weaken the anti­

apartheid forces and prevent South Africa's move towards 

democracy. These destabilisation methods involved 

unprecedented levels of political violence, especially on the 

Reef.

Chapter Three traced the changing nature of hostels from their 

inception in 1913 as migrant labour hostels built to house 

single males in the inner cities. The chapter indicated how 

present day hostels developed, by tracing their development 

from compounds to "fortresses of fear". This chapter has 

argued that there were five main changes in the hostels on the
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with neighbouring communities. It was shown how in both cases 

the 1990's brought enmity and antagonism between hostel 

inmates and neighbouring township residents. These chapters 

explored the role which both Merafe and Meadowlands hostels 

played in the current political violence and suggests how both 

hostels provided sanctuary for "warlords" imported from Natal.

Chapter 6 attempted to identify the different perspectives on 

the future of the hostels as perceived by different 

stakeholders including the hostel dwellers themselves. The 

chapter identified different views on the future of hostels 

by categorising four broad positions: (i) those who were in 

favour of the total destruction of hostels, (ii) those who 

advocated hostels being kept as single sex institutions, (iii) 

those who supported the integration of hostels with the 

township communities by converting them into flats and family 

accommodation, (iv) and those who advocated the fencing off 

of all troubled hostels.

Hostels are deeply embedded in the history of apartheid. They 

were built to provide single-sex accommodation for male 

migrants and were part of an intricate system of control, 

exploitation and denial of human rights.

Almost all hostel residents on the Reef had a harmonious 

relationship with their neighbouring communities, except for 

the Dube hostel conflict of 1957 which was bound up with the 

ethnic policy of the Government. Serious conflict broke out
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amagoduka (migrants), and many other stigmatising names. 

Township people blamed them for political violence in the run 

up to the first ever democratic dispensation.

This 'invisible hand' was most active from mid-1990, a few 

months after the liberation movements were unbanned, when many 

Reef hostels became military barracks. They became a base for 

smuggling and manufacturing weapons and launching attacks on 

township residents.This thesis has shown that by this time 

both Meadowlands and Merafe hostels were then dominated by 

Zulu-speaking migrants who generally came from the rural areas 

of Natal. Most of these migrants were unskilled, and a 

majority of them did not find employment. This raises a number 

of questions such as, who was feeding these people? Who was 

clothing them? How many of them were graduates from Mkhuze 

camp, an Inkatha paramilitary training camp in Natal?

Various newspaper's exposes have revealed that the former 

Vlakplaas commander Eugene de Kock who was arrested in May 

1994, following the release of the Goldstone report, was 

involved in a sophisticated gun running network. Weapons of 

war were available to the inmates of both the Meadowlands and 

Merafe hostels in the 1990 - 1993 period.

There are grounds to suggest that the violence that engulfed 

the Reef from August 1990 was "imported from Natal". More 

than 60% of young respondents in the interviews in this study 

hailed from KwaZulu/Natal areas that were engulfed by violence
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WHICH ETHNIC GROUPS?

1 4 5 o 7 'a  1

S . S O T H O Z U LU TSW ANA P E D I XHOSA SH A N G A A N VENDA f OTHER  j

25. ARE ROOMS ETHNICALLY DIVIDED?
i  . VES 

2 .  NO

26. IF YES, (i) HOW? ............................
(ii) BY WHOM..........................

27. IS THERE A LEADER OR INDUNA IN THIS HOSTEL?

IF YES, HOW IS HE ELECTED?

29. WHAT ARE HIS DUTIES?

30. ARE THERE MANY PEOPLE FROM YOUR HOME WHO LIVE WITH YOU IN THE 

HOSTEL?

31. WHO BUYS THEIR FOOD?

WHO COOKS YOUR FOOD?
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ORGANISATIONS
48. DO YOU BELONG TO ANY POLITICAL ORGANISATION?

� � � ) 	 �

2. NO

49. IF YES, WHICH ONE AMONG THESE?

1 3 4 _5___ _ S __ 7 8___

AZABQ- INKHATA__ PAG — FI DA— ANC JSE__ _DP__ OTHERS

50. WHEN DID YOU BECOME A MEMBER?

51. WHY DID YOU JOIN?

52. WHAT ARE THE AIMS AND IDEALS OF THE ORGANISATION?

53. DOES THE ORGANISATION YOU BELONG TO HOLD MEETINGS IN THE�

HOSTEL?

54. HOW OFTEN?

56. ARE PEOPLE FROM THE TOWNSHIP ALSO ALLOWED TO ATTEND?
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WHO DO YOU PERCEIVE AS THE ENEMY?

HOW DO YOU IDENTIFY THE ENEMY, i.e. BY THE LANGUAGE HE SPEAKS, 
BY THE CLOTHES HE WEARS, ETC.?

WHERE THE ATTACKS MADE BY THE HOSTEL DWELLERS ORGANISED IN 

ADVANCE?

DO PEOPLE INFORM YOU WHEN AND HOW THE ATTACK IS GOING TO TAKE 

PLACE?

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?

WHAT TYPES OF WEAPONS DO YOU USE IN THE ATTACK?

WHERE DO YOU GET THESE WEAPONS FROM?

WHY DOES MOST OF THE FIGHTING HAPPEN AT NIGHT?



73. DO YOU WANT THIS FIGHTING TO COME TO AN END?

74. WHAT DO YOU THINK THE SOLUTION SHOULD BE?

THE FUTURE
75. HOW DOES THE VIOLENCE AFFECT YOUR HOSTEL, i.e. WHAT CHANGES�

HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE HOSTEL SINCE THE VIOLENCE BROKE OUT?

76. ARE THERE DIFFERENT PEOPLE LIVING THERE NOW?

77. WHAT STEPS CAN BE TAKEN TO MAINTAIN PEACE IN THE HOSTEL AND IN�

THE NEIGHBOURING COMMUNITIES?

78. DO YOU WANT TO CONTINUE LIVING IN THE HOSTEL?
1. YES
2. NO

79. IF YES, WHY?................................

80. IF NO, WHY?





APPENDIX _2 -

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

PERSONAL HISTORY

1 . Sex i . Male
2 . Fema1e

MARITAL STATUS

i / 3 4 5 6

M a m e d Sina 1 e WIDOW Wodower Divorces Other

HOW OLD
i

ARE YOU?
3 4 5 6

i 5-20 21-30 31-40 41 — 30 51 —sO ol ■+■

4. WHAT ETHNIC GROUP DO YOU BELONG TO?

TENACY
5. DO YOU RENT OR HAVE YOU BOUGHT THIS HOUSE?

1 . RENT
2. BOUGHT

EDUCATION
WHAT IS THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF EDUCATION YOU HAVE PASSED AT
SCHOOL?



HOW MANY CHILDREN DO YOU HAVE?

WHAT ARE THEIR ABES?

WORK HISTORY:
9. ARE YOU EMPLOYED?

1 .  Y E S

2 .  NO

10. IF YES HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED FOR YOUR PRESENT EMPLOYER?

11. WHAT IS YOUR MONTHLY SALARY?

 4 3 4 5 B 7
50-100  < ?4<< 201-300 301-400 401-500 501-600 601 +

12. WHAT WORK DO YOU DO?

13. DO YOU BELONG TO A TRADE UNION OR ANY WORK ORGANISATION?

14. IF YES, WHICH ONE?
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WHAT IS YOUR VIEW OF HOSTEL PEOPLE?

WHAT DO YOU THINK SHOULD HAPPEN TO THE HOSTELS e.g INTERNAL 
FENCES? REGULAR GUARDS? REGULAR WEAPON SEARCHES? CHANGED INTO

FAMILY UNITS?

DID ANY RELATIONSHIP EXISTED BETWEEN YOUR COMMUNITY AND THE 
HOSTEL INMATES BEFORE THE CURRENT VIOLENCE?

WHY DO YOU THINK THE RELATIONSHIP DETERIDATED?

IS THE COMMUNITY DOING ANYTHING TO REVIVE THE RELATIONSHIP?

� � � ) 	 �

� � � #�

IF YES, WHAT IS IT DOING?
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douseyes that were following my .i/v�nowent They werescared, ' "�aing.lhat 1 could be one of thel-'̂

Illustration: JOHN TSATSI

*•. 'Ti’-.i* {,;V •
�� �0��0D�E

™rr“» conuniilm on ' i  

t» more scared than they were?" ““uuui mcy were.
me an attack, 1 could be a VicUmilSva 1 could also be attacked by theious passengers simply because I * 1agwlthmeandiwasoopqregular̂..'
■ybody had dropped a bottle or"�■g for that matter in that coach,":�
^taTOjianpedooto^win-i.

■ir was thick with feat; ’T*'' t�n the train-9333, tbelieveltwas*�Phefeni, I jumped out because I�and itno longer. The scared eyesK coach now appeared menac-�te. :
k a ride In a train on the Reef.

������
would 

rather be 
killed with my 
children than 
leave them J

I starred the day, Wednesday ̂ �week -thesame day on which

■ > , v BA®YLQN WWTWANI, a masters student in�
, ' sociology at the University of the

Witwatersrand, rode in trains from Soweto at�
peak hours last week and found himself�
suspected of being a train killer. This is the�
first article in a two-part series.

Jokes and the hangovers are all gone.Some people came aboard at�Inhlanzane and this is where it became�Clear that passengers accept only regu­lars in the coaches. There were nods and�quiet hellos as the new people came it.I was still the stranger.
���������	�����

~ urn same aay on which . .

ivptoen̂ sometimmtwice ;Wns from town. I L  .TtS?#�
not onlv because of mv i'cemen halfway down the stairs.
West in the subject but also that^tm^^^^n,̂ J?̂ *"dJ u*ea«urantn 1988.“Ŵ hjjredyinginihe u C S S t e S  «"d those who spoke.my flesh and blood. • “a to see bow they friends spoke solily as If they were atere the police doing to protect "-'f £ '  ' ' funeral.
SKS&SKE s‘*HellisatWjea so much death!':
A: brief.halt ‘ ̂ • lv ride* •..*. »
In the morning. Just when the r, . r r> /* %rating td brighten. I gotplf a. O n  t i l e  J x e P T  7 �Merafe railway station, i " J  r
m w s a f  w  M I ^ I I I H b lMerafe railway station..�cue oqtside the station for�t to town was long. The taxis�Id a brief halt : to load m,�i raid sped away,’

reicled to a suspicious character. They�just ignored me. ’On the Tladl township side of theTldffC. llvm urnra __ _

whose gun lay on the ground did not�even attempt to pick it up.I walked down to the platform. There�was a fair number of people down there;�but not the numbers 1 knew when I last�used a train in 1988.It was quiet and those who spoke toends spoke softly as If they were at afuneral.The usual shouts, the debates about�, *°ccw “"I women, the gossip - the fun�ofan early morning tide to work-was�gone.
■ j walked towards the corrugated ironpolice station at the end of the platform.I could see one policeman in it.I did not reach it because I was til-�. tracted by a man who was standing with�two children, a girl of eight and a boy�two or three years older.The children wore school uniforms;�the man was neatly dressed in clean

compuaUvely «fer first das, i„ the
,■ [?edroP> °/Tlhc children at a school�in ■’•'blown before going to work.
with hu'i!?.W0Ul;1 ralher *cl billed�e5'ldren "““I leave them at�schools in Soweto.

“““  . : !•; • v n  inc j ���  townshin iid» n f «tu»ptroplewertcliiubinglhe bridge, there were two other policemen. - «i,i«—  u,“lcu ,n c,ethe railway platform. Two. this lime with heavy guns One was ,hl5'.pressed Housers, but no jacket,�lounged atJhe root of the f. leanlng.gainsthisgun̂dtteothlhS *V 1? te risltin* children'sduff In the d iwilm. >k. r_TL. _ •  e-M auvuicouienw i lives when hofratU  � �

����������	����
We climbed into the train. Every­body found a seat, which was also unu-�'°,d “* old day, of/urfr.wo�tsur the pot, an expression used when�women get into the train backwards and�push with their bullocks to make space�in crowded coaches) arc gone.I walked to the end of the coach andleaned against the door leading to the�next coach. All the eyes In the coach�turned towards me. Some stared. Others�cast furtive glances. I thought if they�realise that my bag had books, they�would relax.No.

At Ikwezi Station 1 got off to look�around the station: it was no different�from Merafe. The four policemen I saw�wore camouflage uniforms and were�near the ticket office outside the station�None were on the platform and again�nobody searched my bag.I took a train and got ofT at Dube�Station. Again I saw four cops.Here I spoke to two girls who were�going to work. They gave tnc the feeling�that they had resigned themselves to�their fate.They said they could not afTord taxi�fares.They feared death but they had the�reeling that it happened only to other�people....Then I got on the 9333 until the�menacing stares drove me outat Phefeni�*!n!:on.
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Background to the�
Boipatong massacre

� � ���� � � � � � �	 �� � � �� �� � � � � � � � � �� � � ���

A Wits academic who has been studying the violence in the townships, places the Boipatong massacre in context. BABYLON XEKETWANE, a sociology masters student, 
questions the role of the police after 39 people were ruthlessly murdered.
THE Image of the South Afri­can Police has once more been throwit Into a crisis of credibility. Thelr'behaviour ; In Boipatong before and af­ter the massacre leavesimicfe' to be desired.

ther streng thened  by Justice  
Didcotl’s assertion that certain 
crimes and planned murders had 
been perpetrated by the security 
forces in defiance of the law.

The allegations against the po­
lice are not new.

A part from the Trust Feed case.
How could one explain the fact thete has been other strong confir- 

that it took them several days to mation o f police complicity with 
assign a team of 200 detectives to Inkalha. ? 
negotiate the detention of six peo- The “Inkathagate Scandal" is a
pie after an imp! of morethan M O ^ case ln p o ih e  -  ^u ltu re isp rev a len tw ith in U iesecu

k men raided Boipatong add1 killed Inkathagate lent credence to ac-' rity forces.

best police forces in Africa. It has 
uncovered sophisticated political - 
operations in die past. It has acted 
with precision and with lightning 
speed to apprehend the killers when 
the victims were either while farm­
ers or white policemen.

However, now that the victims 
are overwhemingly black the same 
force drags its feet instead of solv­
ing the problem.

It appears that a very special

39 men,-women and children?
'  "While we applaud that the police 
did act, we are still surprised that 
mass arrests of the murderers did 
not lake place on the day of the 
massacre.

But it should not be surprising 
w hen we rem em ber tha t the 
Boipatong massacre follows the 
pattern of other slaughters of blacks 
around the country where clear po­
lice support of the attackers was 
demonstrated.

The Boipatong massacre oc­
curred a few weeks after Mr Justice 
Wilson and Mr Justice Didcotl had 
pronounced about the role of the 
police in the cunent violence.

In his judgment at the end of the 
Trust Feed massacre case. Justice 
Wilson called for an independent 
inquiry into the involvement of po­
lice officers in “counter-revolu­
tionary strategies as well as police 
covcr-ups.”

Eleven people were killed after 
an order given by Captain Brian 
Mitchell who was later given II  
death sentences.

Mr Justice Wilson* s call was fur­

cusalions that the security forces 
have aided arm ed attacks by 
Inkalha members on innocent peo­
ple whose views were opposed to 
those of Inkatha.

In 1991 2 000 people died in 
what Stale President FW de Klerk 
calls black-on-black violence, giv­
ing support to those who assert that 
inherent tribalism makes blacks 
unfit to be stewards of peace and 
democracy.

One other case in which security 
forces are alleged to have aided 
anti-progressive forces connected 
to the IFP is that of the Ermclo- 
based “Black-Cats”  gang which 
was involved in violence against 
the residents of Wessellon.

A member who defected and 
gave evidence to the Goldstone 
Commission was assassinated by 
professionals whose methods and 
pattern resembled those used by 
the faceless killers who strike at 
will in trains, taxis, shebeens and 
night vigils and then evaporate 
without trace.

It is no exaggeration to assert 
that South Africa has one of the

Jacques Pauw calls it the “ Total 
Onslaught Ideology Culture,* * con­
ceived from the days of ‘Total 
Onslaught** when everything that 
represented black political aspira­
tion was said to be communist in­
spired.

It is this culture that is responsi­
ble for police connivance at IFP 
violence and their unwillingness to 
act against Inkalha and others who 
are against progressive forces.

This culture is embedded in po­
lice training manuals that have been 
obscured from public scrutiny for 
decades.

It is not surprising that the arms 
confiscated by the police were giv­
ing back to Inkatha on the eve ofDe 
Klerk's address to the KwaZulu 
Legislative Assembly.

It is against this * cickground (hat 
the release of Abel Sit;! -ye, a  mem­
ber of the KwaZulu Police, should 
be viewed.

Shange was dubbed a “beast in 
a policeman’s clothing”  by the 
judge who sentenced to 27
years imprisonment

Shangeservedonl) ■ earths

t \  of his sentence before the “Vlok 
virus”  invaded the computer com­
munity and saw him released, to 
the dismay of the community in 
and around KwaMashu.

Earlier there had been strong 
demands for the removal of Mr 
Adriaan Vlok and M r Magnus 
Malan from the Cabinet 

It was argued that De Klerk was 
unable to rid himself of them.

Vlok still remains controversial: 
How does one explain the “Vlok 
virus” ? It is ironic that this “bona 
fide computer error”  favours what 
most South African academics call 
the G overnm ent’s “surrogate 
force.”

The slaughter of hundreds of 
blacks by faceless killers every 
month will not slop until this cul­
ture is changed.

We should not be fooled by the 
police propaganda of searching the 
hostels.

Madala Hostel in Alexandra, 
for example, appears to have been 
searched as a ploy to d'vert atten­
tion from the Trust Fccdjudgincnt.

If the police are rosily unbiased, 
hundred of disp'seed families in 
Alexandra would have been re­
lumed to their homes. The intrud­
ers who drove them out would not 
only be forced to vacate these 
homes but would have been ar­
rested and charged with trespass­
ing and robbery.

It is true the Alexandra commu­
nity heaved a collective sigh of 
relief when the SADF invaded the 
township.

It is against this backround that 
(he Boipatong massacre should be 
viewed. Up to the time of writing 
this article 1 had still not heard the 
security forces blaming Inkatha for 
the killings. Bui predictably. Craig 
Kotze of the Ministry o f Law and 
Or(Jsr blamed the ANC’s mass 
'"Fion for creating an atmosphere 

conducive to such violence.
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APPENDIX :

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR KEY INFORMANTS

1. NAME :

2. PROFESSION :

3 WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE CAUSES OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE ON 

THE REEF?



Y�� >�X� :�� X�/� ����K� ��=� J�-���0�-� T��-=�0=� ��� ��=� W==B�

��0W=��=:� �B�=W�B�>�� ���K-=WK<�� B=GW/�WX� D9� 8IIE� �J==0�?





Z�� ��� >���� =��=��� :�� X�/� ����K� ����=-�� �W=� ���G-�.=� B�W� ��=

W==B� T��-=�0=?



SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ARE SAID TO BE A CONTRIBUTORY 

FACTOR TO THE CURRENT VIOLENCE, DO YOU AGREE?



8 . WHAT ROLE DO YOU THINK ETHNICITY PLAYS IN THE REEF VIOLENCE?



I�� :�� X�/� ����K� ��=� J�-�0=[�J=0��-� B�W0=�� �W=� ��T�-T=:� ��� ��=�

T��-=�0=?




