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their professional affiliations enjoyed automatic exemption
from the operaticn of influx control but, in addition to
this category, there was room for the non-exempted new
middie class +to manipulate the system. Thus while the law
in thecry was the same for all people from the rural areas
except for exempted professiocriala, the new middle class was
80 economicaily placed that it could more easily circumvent

the Taw than the working class, rural or urban.

The old middle ¢lass did not enjoy the same advantages as
the new mi#d1e class when it came to circumvention of the
law.  In their case direct contravantion of the Taw was
necessary 1in most cases befors they could gain access to
housing and buainass'epportun1tiea in the urban areas. 1In
many cases the breaking of the 1hf1dx control reguiations
invoived much more than simply the geoygraphical movement of

a pergson from the rural to the urban area: it meant

breaking other laws regulating employment, self-employment

and accommodation. What emerged in the findings was the
existence of structures of corruption in tﬁa network of
regulations and bureaucratic practices surrounding the
attempts to control migration. Another interesting finding
concerns the number of old middie class interviewees who
originally came to the urban areas as migrant workers but
who found ways of establishing themselves +illegally as
entréprenaurs. thus assuming a different class position.
Among the new middle class I alac found exampiaes of people
using their educational base to esteblish themselves in

business ventures.
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2. The road to town

The procedure to be followed by any person except exempted

people from the rural areas seeking to migrate to the urban

area was the same. This procedure has bsen discussed in

chapter 4. i%

My findings indicate that there are two groups of the old 3
middle class in the urban areas; one group consists of ?
people whdo were already established as part of the old f

middle class 1in terms of possessing capital while still in
{, *'f the rural areas.  The other group coheists of people who
’ ;i came to the urban areas as migrant 1labour and who -
g; accumulated capital and bugsiness knowhow while employed 1in
Tgﬁffﬂ | ' the urban areas, &,
&
In the case of those who already possessed capital in the w
rural area the process of self-racruitment was direct and %}_
invoived breaking _of the laws in order to acquire business *f;“
licences, premises and accommodation. E;
E }; Those who ariginally ceme as migrant Tabourers began the :Eﬂ
1o, road to the urban areas within the legal prccedures but ég_
E once in town saw opportunities which induced them to break ;g‘ o
lj o the laws. However Dbefure ona was ih a position to use ;%g
'_t}. these opportunities one would have needed to achieve some ;?_
o capital, expertise and contacts. This altered position may @%.
;e\u;{ be seen as a shift in class position. :
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In the case of the new middle class not exempted from
influx control their recruitment involved direct contact
between them has potential employees and employers, usually
companies. Sometimes the approach was made to them at
university and sometimes they would apply for Jjobs
independently and directly to companies. Such a strategy
did not 1involve breaking the law, merely finding a way
around  it. Where the law was bent was in their
preferential access to accommodation either 1in the
townships or in the prescribed areas where in fact they

ware contravening the Group Aress Act.

Where the old middle class had 1o resort tc corruption and
bribery of 6ff1cia1ai ete, in order +to gain business
licences, etc, the new middle class had the weight of
capital behind it in smoothing their dealings with

buresaucrats.

Hoysing

One of the two preconditions toc be met before one might
migrate to the urban area was access to accommodation.
Given the information provided 1in Chapter 3 about the
backliog - in the nrovision of housing, especially low cost

housing, the disadvantages of the working class, urban or

rural, are clear. In the case of the middle class three

distinct patterns amarge. The eXempted new middle class

qualified automatically for housing and often were in

g s e e e .:..... i o e ,._,.,_'.: .. _h.'E_.:.... [
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receipt of housing subsidies: in any case because of their

relatively high ‘incomes they were  able to afford middle

K o

) class housing whether in the townships or in the prescribed

areas. What emerges from their accounts is that thay were

o
2

often treated preferentiaily which is an indication of the

y structure of corruption referred to earlier. The Egj
non—exempted new middle class employed by companies often ;%
had company accommodation because they did not qualify to %5

AN

rent or own houses in the townships. The acquisition of
Section 10{1){d) only allowed them to sublet accommodation
in the townships. However, because of their incomes, and
beacause of their occupational status, such pecple often
live 1in the prescribed areas, such as flats in town or in
houses in  the suburbs where influx control was not
applicable but the Group Areap Act did apply. It is clear
that stepe were taken to contravene the operation of this
legistation, for exampla by using nominees or close

corporations to leass or buy accommodation.

The third group with +its distinct patterns in housing is

'?ﬂw; the self-employed old middle class. There are difference
i : in this class dependent on the level of wealth. Thesa

~_'Q§ people, as with non-exempted new middie ciass, do not
ff qualify to own or rent accommodation 1in the townships.

‘: They are obliged %o sublet accommodation in the townships

| o or, as in the case of the new middle class, to rent flats
[ in the prescribed areas. They differ from the new middle

'kgei class 1in that they do not have the influence of capital to

B




TR AR A R

- 298 -

assist 1in getﬁing exemptions or in acquiring Section 10(1)
(a) (b) or (c) rights. Thus they remain illegally
ﬁccommodatad where vast numbers of the new middle class
have bean able to regularise their position if not to have

acquired legal access to housing.

Finaliy the research made me sensitive to certain more covert

igsues that perhaps could warrant further research.

The first issue is that when pecple feel that thsy are being
subjected to unfair and unjust lawe they are 1ikely to resort to
il1tegal and subversive strategies to enable them to pursue their
interssts. Similarities car be seen botween the middie class
and 1its use of economic strategies to resist the restrictions
that 1ega1ly set' out to prevent them from pursuing an ordinary
courge of 1ife, and the undarground political shrategies pursued
by the liberation movements (led predominantly by mambars of the
middle class) in order to resist tne restrictions impoeed by
Taws that set out to prevent them from practising and Tobbying
for political, economic and social change in South Africa. Both
political and economic activities opposing the laws seemed to
emarge more strongly during the reform period ard thé
possibility of a relationship between these two areas of action
would be an interesting theme to follow. It has been
suggested(§) that it is cleariy 1in the interests of both the
gtate and capital to promote and co-opt the black middie class.
what 1is of interest to me is the involvement of the middle class

in resistance politics and their Jleadership role in a broad

el

e e o .. R o ;‘;‘_..! S AT e ek s e _.‘ - ‘.EE_-;:T\:-T?\T\:...,-:_..._V -. e g e g n s DA Y
e . - . - -t . - - = = . L




R e et e L T .--_‘.-'--:A.-; S

spectrum of economin, political and social Qrganisations

affiliated with a wide range of political sentiments.

The second issue is the emergence of a differentiated 1ife style
based on sconomic criteria for the working and middie classes in

the urban areas. The middle class aepire to and can afford

comfortable houses, ownership of'cqrs above the standard of the
usual township “jalopy”, better education foﬁiyhair ¢hildren
achieved by sending them to multi-racial or indqundont schools
{(which 1is also a way of ensuring the perpatuation of their class

pr&vi1aga), Teisure activities that remove them from the

township culture of soccer and put them into contact with their
white counterparts (for _examp!a playing golf and traveliling

oversaas on ho!id?y). f

L S
“‘\'“‘C-\.—_:ﬂ%

Arn  interesting observation is that this differentiation has not

apparently aiienated the working class fkom the middle clase:
the working clase continue to look to some of the middie class

for leadership and guidance.

As apartheid erodes, class cleavages seem to be emerging as the
new means  of atfucturing the divisions of South African
society. Influx control has provided one indicator of the move
away from racial, geographical and .othnic divisions and the
substitution of economic criteria as dominant in détermining the

patterns of development 1in this society. The abolition of the

laws governing influx control has allowed this trend to becoms

even more apparent.

e Al
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Finally, it must be reiterated that the 1948 Nationalist

o - government ushered in severe politicail restrictions on the
b african middle clas. This state polity to suppress both the old

and the new african middie class in the 1950's and 60's, was o

ik L s 1 s

be reversed during the period of reform in the 1970?3; Though

these marked a turninn' point 1in state policy %o promnte tha

african middle c1ass this  clags aﬁi?i experiences pfchI-ms in

its growth. Somm of these problems w111 ba discussed briefly

hereafter,

The accession to powsr by ths Nationalist Party in 1948

’ brought \

R

a hast of scvcﬁ tegal raatrictiana %o hear on tha

african middle c1ass. ' ; s

T T R

w1 S o . .“

(1) The traditional african middle class were 1agai1y

prevented from anturingutha main qcohomié stream

in South Africa: for instance they could not own

minas, manufacturing industries, banks, ets.

(i) They could eonly engage 1in small scale business

activities. ”Thest' wera ﬁainiy traiding

operations.
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. The hﬁsinass tcrprises were limitsd to one per
businessman and there were ¥ restrictions 1mposod
on the prwtﬁ-and scopes of the vantura (e.g. only
basic _niéossitias could be sold; there were

1imits to the size of the store}. i

Bi:ck pusinessmen were confined to operating
thtir amall busin.satu in the black rna4dontia1

~ arsas in tho‘townahips und homelands.

N

in the urbsn ares, becsuse they wers not altowed

to own property, biack pusinessmen wers at a
disg&vantaga in raising credit joans from

sinancial institutions.

B1ank husinassmnn ‘had to fu1fi1 r«quironantn of
inf1ux cnntro1 in ard&r tp auquirt hutinuss
1iaancas in the urhan ares.

Businassmen were not a)ﬂowad'to ampﬁqy any wage

sarning workers whether managerial or menial.

Thty were not allowed to ba assisted by nembers
of family (wives and other dnpondmnta)

These ara - some of the main legal measurss that were
designed to- suppress the growth of ths traditiona1
african middie class in order to promote and protect

white businese. The repression of the traditional




african middis class has bopn detailed um:hr discussion in
chapter 3 lwuon 1.

o
[

The National ‘Party icloptud the stratsgy of uming

sducation  as an ideclogical mechanism to suppress

the ney african middle class. Bantu Education as

A

'-dimmd in  instrument of social cont.m'!'

- duigmd to make Afr'lcana 'lus cmt‘itiw 'in %ha

(41)

(411

discussed ini?mhaptqr 4 section 1. R \

1abmr ; mrk_ut. rentdar the idaciagy -of white
supremacy unchallengeable.

The new ‘african middie c!us wu auppruud in

m Tabour mrkﬂ. in tom of t.h.\m'ﬁc:ﬁ of job
-rmrvation._ Africans wers not &llowed to uccupy

iobe above & certain rank. For exampie they were

not allowed to be mahagers and supervisors. _y
a .

Africans ware not allowed to docupy certain

professions.  They wcould nok practice as

chattered accountants, enginsers, pilots, etc.
. B . 4 ’

i

The suppression of the m.-afrigan Ipidd]\ class is




The raform period brought about the 1ifting of Jegal

. rcstr"ict:iam ‘on  the african widdle clase. The reform
‘pariod has n1r¢id9_ been discussed under chapter 3 ssction’
. _ B _

It “nuat howover-hbo__undoriénod that though it was state
policy to promote ﬁhaé.gfricun middie ciass during the

"réform poriod. th.rci”ﬁora sti11 problems that the african
niddlu clase faced which fetardnd thc proceas nf its
 _srowth. For an cxaupia, it st111 did not have fraﬁchicn .

rights’ and therefore could nct_ and cannot use the uain'
pQ?itiG‘j”ar.ﬂﬁ for the prayation af?its.intufosts; :

L) :. Thouqh Bany rostrictiona have bsen abo1ish¢d, one
of the main husinhas barrisr that confronts the
.b1¢¢k buainoaunkh is to compsts sgainst white
cnpita1 which has snjoved state protection for a
1ong mriod. For QJ&(empZ- white businesses 1ike

_n_'- Ok, chccknrah Piak-’nh ﬁy se11s more chsaply than
ratailing stores in %ha taunships because as
nation wide businessss thty have the advantage of
buying from manufecturaraland wholesalsrs in bulk
ani tb gfarc are ab?o to negotiate discount and

5 credit which enables them to sell more chaap1y.
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(i1)  Monopoly 6apita1 which ie yhf%g dominated in tho'"
economic  sectors suck as mining industries,
"’manufanturing inductry and .commerce wi11 bs very |
3 difricult for african mid&lt class to bFeak into
) and dominate. 'A. J K
: o jlﬂg;“\l - o
v B) mmmm_mmﬂm
. : | : ;h. _ | w
_¢f |{15 | Bantu Education runuina one of the main prob?quu
{j  ‘tonards “the growth ,of the m‘ afrigan midcle
- . 15; ‘ ciasg.-. | Inad&quntc aliocation of ﬂcducation g
KA resources coup1¢d witﬁ~ the aducntioﬂhf'criais..:
ﬁ 0! “._urt wmajor prnh?ant 1n this arnu. )
(i) Thgush an roaerv&tion has been abn%iahod, thora
te a1l mfam1 apartheid which discriminates
W .aeainst th» new africun miﬁﬂ1n c?ans in industry.
. PR
(iiﬁ) hack of cxperionct dua ta pravious dcprivations '
prnvnnta tho new africqp niﬁd1a class fram mavan
'intn high occupationa} cat&ﬁbrins ih thc aconamy.
o ’ q

1t remains

to  be‘ sesn whether the african middle class has’
indesd nrriJoﬁ too 1ate to qntarzintocthn wain aconomic stiream.
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1.

Anglio American Corporation of South Africa Limited.

Anglio-vVaal Limitad.

British Patroleum {Pty) Ltd.

3

" IBM - International Business Machines (Pty) Ltd later

ISM - International Service Machines (Pty) Ltd.

8. Johpaqn.and Johnsons {edms) BPK.

6. South African Permanan?sgpi1ding Society.
7. Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd.

8. Shell South Africa (Phy) Ltd.

SECTION F

1. Ruel Khoza - 1988 and 1990.

2'

Lefakane -~ 1988 and telephone interview 1980,

1
[




; :
© s Y

. \" . . : . e M o
E > | ;
- 306 -
. u ] ) Y . . . i . .
: Inyerunta, conflict and  power: the

5. Sea debate on

A
’ A

businessmen 1in South Africa in the 19608°.°

“ paper deliversd at ASSA Confarence, 1985.

internal colonialism in Preface page &.

‘-

relationship betweer the  state and

i _ o
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b} cmfgs
RP 32/1979. (The

. .. the utilization of manpower

Riakert cammigiion_ﬁiport).'
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¢) ‘Commisston of “Enquiry
part I, 1979. (The wiehahn Commission Rgport).
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d) Natioxx! Manpowst

into 'Labgur”Lagis1ation;

]

Commission  Repbrt titled:
"“Investigation of small business asction in the o
Republic= of 8outh. eriaa;uith special reference

to factors affact1n95 th& growth of informal

sector, 1984,
F

-

2. An&nmann,Banui;niﬁns,nndﬂanxn:aman&;ugsigsa

a) Native Housing Act; No.35, 1920.
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b} Native Urban Areas Consolidation Act; No.21,

1923.

c) ﬂNgtiva-Trust anﬁlLand Act; No.18, 1936,
~.d) VUrban Areas Act; No.25, 1945. _
_ . . o
' - v - - . i
e) Black Labour Act; No.5Bt, 1985.
. ({ .‘.n ..
¥) Bantu urbnh_Aroas Amagdmeht'hct; No.97, 1878,

A *induitr{a!.. conci11§t%9h Amendment Act; No.94,
1979, | |

A .
S

" h)  Abolition of Influx Control Act; No.88, 1988. iy
. 1) The Davalopment of BAD to local suthorities. '
‘Girculdr Minute; No.A12/1-A871, 1983.. &

3) Government Gazette; No.B81, Sectiein 28(1) -
~ Black Labour Regulstions (Chapter B).

k) Government ﬁ\paznttt;" 2090, 1{33. . Qovarnment
. Notiges; R1038 and R1267, 1967. ) i

€ 1) _Govﬁrnment.nntida;-R2134,-1968.

m) Gorvernment Gazette; No.5795, 1977. Govarnment
Notice: R2z92. 5




n) QGVErnment Gazettie. vearn _ i

pDecember 1977.

o) Hansard: 04/05/1975, cotumn 5233 to 5243,

"  28/02/1978, column 303 to 305.
27/06/1984, column 9960/2007.
28/06/1984, column 10097/10.

© 02/08/1884, column 10324/10.

'I1.  NEWSPAPER SOURCES

4.
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3. Taxi businoss and the car racket.
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(a) Bowetan
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13-05-1888;  17-05-1988; 19-08-1588; 20-0571988;

2E-0E-1868; 20-06-1988; 18-08-1988; 18-01-1988;
13-02~1988; 1sfpa~1sas;'né—oa—1see; 23-06-1989; .

- lnd_$5~09~1989. - - - o

17-05-1988; " 18~05~1988; 18-01~1969 and

15-02~1989
2,  Corruption: housing and business sites..

-(4) sSowatan
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(c)

(d)

3. bavo1opment
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(b)
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07-10-1988; 10~-01-1889; 13-02-1989; 14~-02-1989;
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07-11-1989 and 23-11-19883.

- Star

05~01-~1989; 21~02-1989; 26~04-1988; 26-04~1989;

18-08~1989; 02-10-1989 and 22~10-1889,
gity Press

23-03~1989;
03-09-1989; 12-11-1989 and 10-12-1989.

"
16-11-1989 and 29-11-1988.

of apportuuitiép for black businessmen.

African Business

sept 1976; December 1877 and Decomber 1978,

Rand Daily Hail

06-09~1982; 04-11-1883; 12-04-1984; 19-04-1984

and 26-06-1984.

15-03~1989; 18-05~18893 28-06-198%;
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(e Sunday Times
08~07-1984,

(d) gusiness Day

31-10~1984.,

() Hﬂﬂmﬂaiigﬁ

- 29-10-1887

&

() the Weskly Mail

26-08~-1888.
i

INTERVIEWS

ol

b
Numehous intarviaws were ponducted during the period
1984~1990. A number of those interviewed were

intarviewed on different occasions about differing issues.

SECTION A

Inilux_gennt911_n91igx;_imn1gman&n&ign_;ngmanglixign

1. ACTSTOP, 1985. Opaning up of "“grey areas” .
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SECTION &
ggrgygtjgn.[gnegifigg1]x}

1.

3
]

4.

5.

piepkloof

piepkloof  and
offices: Municipal employees, 1985~1990.

SABTA, 1988.

raxi Association: Individuals, 1985 and

1890.

oriando vest Township Management

Sowetan  newepaper  reporter: M Idiom (telephonic

interview) March 1990.

Transportation goard official: ngeema” (pseudonym},

ACTSTOP, 1985.

niepkicof and orlande West Township Management Offices

officials, 1986 and 1988.

Estate Agents and private Developers {(names not

disclosed), 1986~19%90.

Anglo American Properties, Johannesburg: Del, 1989.
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5. Anglo American Properties, Johannesburg: Newman, i
|
; Bt
6. Anglo American Properties, Johannesburg: Felshon, 3
1980, '
7. Anglo American Properties, qohannesburg: Bernings, ?
1986. : ]l
Do
8. Urban Foundation: various representatives, 1987 and i )
i
. -
| 1
9. Urban Foundation: Mary Tomlinson (telaphone i ’

interview), 19 September 1990.
Evaluators
g, Business: Nash, 1880.

10. Housing: Tshabalala, 1987.

11. Equity Management: Hamid Kaka, 1989.
12. Ebony Management: Lekgetha, 1986.

18. Accounting and Bookkeeping Co.: Veli Zikalala, 1886,
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3. Eric Mafuna - 19800,
4. WMthato Motlana - 1989.

.o
L

5. E?zkiel Mphahlele — 1984.

[N

6. Martin Sebesho - 19890.
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7. A case history of a working clas. migrant { anonymous ) :l |

~1890. - | . ; ___i

. E{:\J ] . |

' ' . : r.‘ ]

| . . " .u]
General interviews with middie oclass. Interviews with

members of the old african middie class petween 1986 and
1950 whose jdentity is protected by the use of pseudonyms

- 4n a1l, one hundred and sixty people were interviewed.

Interviews with members of tha new african middle clase

petween 1984 and 1990, also largely anohymous - in all,

eighty people were intarviewed.

Questionnaire administered to nursas and foliowed by
telephunic and face—to—fﬁce interviews, included where
interviews weie conducted is the number of interviews

i giver for new african middle class {above).
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APPENDIX Abbraviations

1. ACTSTOP - Action Stop.

2. Anglo AmeriGAn Corporat1on of South Africa Limited.
3. _Ang1ofVaa1 Limited.

4. | ANC -~ African Natiﬁnm! Congress

5.  ASSA - Association-fbr Sociology of South Affica.
6. AZASM.-aAzania{*StUQQnt Movement.

7. BP - British Petroleum (Pty) Ltd.

8. BLF - Black Management Forum.

R ¢BD —‘ééntra1 Business Deve’opment.

10. COSAS - Congress of South African Students.

1. COSATU -Congress of South African Trade Unions.

12. EEC -European Econhomic Community.

13. IBM ~ International Business Machines.

ISM - International Service Machines.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

Johnson and Johhson (edms) BPK.
MDM - Mass Democratic Movement.
MK -~ Umkhonto~We-Sizwe.

NACTU - National Congress of Trade Unions.

NAFCOC —~ National African Federated Chambar of Commerde.

SABTA.—_Squth African Blaqk Taxi Assdciation.
SAC? - Seuth African Counci1.of Churches.
SACOS —.South African Congress of Sports.
South African Prrmanent Building Society.

SBDC - Small Business Development Corporation.
8CA - Student Christian Association.

Shell SOuth'Africa'(Pty) L&d.

SOYCO -~ Soweto Youth Congress.

gstandard Bank of South Africa (iLtd).

UDF ~ United Democratic Front.
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