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DESIGNED on the LATEST PRINCIPLES of the BAC-
1 O TERIOLYSIS SYSTEM for SEWAGE PURIFICATION

$ #
ANAEROBIC SEWAGE PURIFYING TANK
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DR. MARLOTH, PH.D., M.A., Professor of Chemistry, Says it had been satisfactorily dedt with by the septic tank, as all the

comf)lex matter had been completely broken up and rendered harmless.

% General Manager of the Randfontein Central Gold Mining Com gany Ltd., WriteS : in reply to your letter
askmg for a report on the four Anaerobic Sewage Purifying Tanks in tailed on this ompanys property, | have pleasure in
stating that the system works satisfactoriy, and is an effective way of dealing with the disposal of sewage matter.

THE “ROWE" SEWAGE PURIEYING SYNDICATE, LIMITED

( Incorporated in the Cape of Gooa Hope)

P.0, Box 292 KRUGERSDORP 166

C LYSAGHT'S
)\ 2IesA %RA ) %,ﬁ% GALVANIZED CORRUGATED IRON
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Used by the South African Railways.

9 970'8
| B | | |
#" 4
90, MAIN ST. (Cor. Eloff St), Johannesburg Box 4292. .B AERE %L(/OE&& KLEUDGEN Durban Agents, &%(
e ca K C. COLLINS
<<+J% CA K 'O ' y
=1-$ % 996 8
Telegrams : “ Granolithic.” "2
PO. Pox 2665 Contractars for all
Phone 2408, Onracan o

Office: 252, COMMISSIONER STREET, Johannesburg

Works : Commissioner, Green, Fox and Berea Streets.
Telephone 1475.

FLOORS AND SIDEWALKS
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_ 1)+ 1 # Estimates given for any description of Stone Slate
Marble or Granite Wor
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Institute of South African Architects.
Assomanon of ©ransbaa| Architects.

0

THE COUNCIL 1913:
lpresident: W H

Oire-Presidents: Herbert Baker, f.r i.b.a. J. F. Beardwoqd, m.s.a.
Jitentbers of Council: G. S. Burt Andrews, m.s.a. P. Eagle. M. J. Harris, m.s.a.
G. W. Nicolay, m.s.a. W alter Reid, f.r.i.b.a. H. G. Veale. E. H. Waugh, a.r.i.b.a,, m.s.a.

Ueuistrari Cecil Alder, lic. r.i.b.a.

Oraitshaal Institute of Architects,

COUNCIL, 1911-12
President. P- E. Treeby.
Pice-presidents : R- Howden, a.r.v.i.a., ms.a., F. Vincent Stokes, f.s.i.
ljon- j$errctarir: M. J. Harris, m.s.a.
Jott. trtnsura: D. M. Sinclair, m.s.a.

Council: J- F. Beardivood, m.s.a.  G. A. IT. Dickson, f.r.i.b.a. ~ W. Reid, f.r.i.b.a. F. Emley.
H. G. Veale. J. W aterson. G. Granger Fleming, lic. r.i.b.a.

ACCTCtnnr: C. Alder, lic. r.i.b.a., Box 5606, Johannesburg.

Jiatal Institute of Architects

president: C. W. Methven, f.r.s.e.,, m.i.cee., f.r.i.b.a
Qirc-presiticnt: S, G. HUDSON, FR.1BA.
Jtjott. JAccrctarn anti (Treasurer. H. E. Chick.

Counrtl: F. J. Ing. M. Holmes. Thomas Read. J. J. H. Lubke. G. T. Hurst. | D. Anderson.
W. C. E. Robarts.

Ohe ©ape Institute of Architects.

COUNCIL, 1913-14:
president: F. K. Kendall f.r.i.b.a.
Pice-president: Arthur H. Reid, f.r.i.b.a.
Jljon. Sccretarn anti ®rcasnrer: E. Austin Cooke.
Council: 1 —W. J. Delbridc.e, a.r.i.b.a. F. R. E. Staddin, lic. r.i.b.a.
1+ $ —J. Morris, lic. r.i.b.a. Hugh A. McQueen.

Ohe Mocietp of Architects swogme o, “0Uth African “firanch.

prcaiticnt : M. J. Harris, m.s.a.
Jfjon. Accrctarji : D Ivor Lewis, m.s.a. liton. ®reasurcr: G. W. Nicoi.ay, m.s.a.

Committee: S. C. Dowsett, m.s.a. J. F. Beardwood, m.s.a. E. H. Waugh, a.r.i.b.a. C. H. Stott.
(the two latter are ) s

THE SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS. (nr ey

THE COUNCIL, 1912-13:
Prcaiticnt: T. Moore.
Pier-president . E. W hite.
Kjon. “ccretanr anti ®rcasurer: J- W. Cowling, f.s.i.
Council: H. A. Adams. J. D. Hickman. A. Stratton. D. A McCubbin. W. E. Puntis. W. Priestley
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Agents for Garrick & Ritchie, Waverley Engineering Works, Edinburgh.

To" 5127, SCHOEMAN STREET, PRETORIA.

THOMAS CLARK & SONS
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P.0. Box 6277, Johanneshurg.
Telephone 2266.

office & Works: 209, MARSHALL STREET.
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65,

RAPIDAL WATER PAINT.
“VITROS” ENAMEL

CARBON AL
BIackbolaroLs in Green and
Black Surface.

Wire-cut and Pressed Building Bricks,
Fire Bricks, Fire Clay, Blue Paving
and Stable Bricks, Salt-glazed Pipes,
and Fittings of all dimensions.

Head Office : LEW IS & MARKS' BUILDINGS.
Corner President and Simmonds Streets,

00000000000

P.0. Box 4480. Telegrams: “COVER.” Telephone No. 166
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Largest Selection in the Country.-===--

28, SHERWELL STREET
(OFF ROOKEY STREET),

D3ORNFONTEIN.

Works:

'Phone 1255 P.0. Box 1605, Johannesburg.
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The Skyscraper.

It is interesting to note that, according to reports,
apprehensions with regard to some of the “sky-
scraper ” buildings in New York and Chicago are
entertained, and “a jury of experts is to hear
evidence with a view to obtaining restriction of the
heights of such erections. The danger chiefly feared
is said to be electrolysis, caused, it is alleged, “ by
the escaping electric current.” A correspondent of
the “ Daily Telegraph” says that in one building in
Chicago “the steel columns are being disintegrated
at the rate of a pound an hour.” It is new to us in
South Africa to hear of steel-framed buildings
suffering from “ electrolysis,” or anything else to this
extent, and it will be interesting to watch the evidence
submitted to the experts. By the way, it should be
noted that the adoption of steel-framed buildings is
on the increase in South Africa.

The Blue Ribbon of Architecture.

The Commissioners’ Scholarship at the School of
Rome is one that interests all British subjects engaged
in the architectural profession. It is to be noted that
the Jarvis Studentship is a close scholarship only
eligible to students of the Institute, while the Com-
missioners’ Scholarship, which is the blue ribbon of
the architectural scholarships of the year, is open to
all British subjects under thirty years of age. Apart
from the relative value of the two scholarships, that
offered by the Royal Commissioners of the Exhibition
of 1851 is therefore the higher honour and greater
distinction, and it is to be hoped that its holders will,
like the students who obtain the Prix de Rome, receive
actual practical recognition of the honour they have
achieved by finding their future an assured one.

ANSWERS TO ENQUIRIES

S ninny enquiiies are made personally at this office concerning many matters
connected with the profession, that we nowfind it expedient and only possible to
answer these through the medium of this journal. In future, thergfore,
members are requested to send their enquiries direct to the Editor of = The
African ArchitectP.O. Box 4631, Johannesburg.

CONSTANT READER.”—In reply to your letter
regarding ‘' The African Architect ” competitions, we
like your views on the subject. On the whole the
number of competitive designs has been successful.
The competitions, however, in our opinion, have been
somewhat too severe for youthful aspirants to
compete in any large numbers. We have had several
complaints that in connection with the designs, which
are practically public, property after being published
in these pages, that they can be copied and adapted
to suit clients who do not wish to engage the services
of the profession. We have another suggestion that
to vary the competitions we should ask for essays on
architecture. We have an open mind on this matter,
and will be glad to receive any suggestions from
members of the profession throughout the country.

“ ARCHITECT.”—On the subject of a standard
system of measurements your letter is interesting.
Both the Surveyors’ Institute and the Master Builders’
Federation have worked very hard in this matter. If
you are a subscriber to the “Master Builders’
Journal ” you will have noticed that the system has

THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT.
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now been adopted by the National Federation of
Building Trade Employers in South Africa and the
S.A. Institute of Quantity Surveyors. Moreover, the
officials of each of these bodies are making extensive
preparations to have the document printed and
circulated throughout South Africa. As Mr. Cowling
properly remarked at the Builders’ Conference: “ It
lay in their power to make universal usage of the
document by builders and surveyors for works of all
sizes and all kinds, and, perhaps, for works scattered
throughout the country from one end to the other.

. Its realisation depended upon the exercise of a
certain amount of tact, forbearance and goodwill
between them. . . . He was also convinced that it
would tend to the advantage of both surveyors and
builders throughout the country.” We presume that
the next step to he taken will be to get the various
Institutes of Architects to support the standard
system, and when the document is in printed form
probably the Builders’ Federation and the Institute
of Surveyors will be in communication with the
different Institutes.

“JOHANNESBURG ARCHITECT. Your com-
mendatory remarks with reference to our leading
article of May Ist are very much appreciated. We
agree with you that if the Institute does not take
advantage of the example of the Accountants’
Registration (Private) Bill they will be shortsighted.

“ASPIRING ARCHITECT.”—Your letter arrived
just after publication of the May issue. If you turn
up page 194 you will obtain all the information you
desire with reference to the Special Examination.

“PRIVATE ARCHITECT.—Your query is:
“ Should the Public Works Department carry so large
an architectural and surveying staff ?” This is a
subject we are not prepared to discuss. Why not
think it out and read a paper before the Institute.

“NO QUORUM.”—This is a matter repeatedly
brought to our notice. Surely the members of
your Institute are neglecting themselves and their
profession when they abstain repeatedly from
attending meetings. We believe that you are an
occasional offender yourself. Try to set an example !

“ARCHITECTURAL STUDENT.”—If you make
application at the S.A. School of Technology you will
receive all the information you desire in connection
with architectural classes.

“NEW RAILWAY STATION FOR JOHANNES-
BURG.”—We quite agree with you that the largest
town in South Africa cannot boast of an up-to-date
railway station. We believe that “somewhere” in
the Administrative Offices plans do exist for a new
station. Your idea, of course, is to have a competi-
tion. What would the department say to this ?

“MERCHANT."—Yes ; your wares are quite good.
We know all about that. So are those of the
merchants who advertise in these pages. If you
emulate their example the probability is that you will
get your materials on the market. Our advertisement
manager is always eager to book contracts, and if
you give him five minutes of your valuable time he
will tell you all about this journal.
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UR London contemporary, ** The Builder,” in
O its issue of April 25th, devotes its leading

article to the subject of “ Indifferent Quanti-

ties.”” In the course of its consideration we
find several arguments advanced which scarcely
commend themselves to our judgment; and, in view
of professional conditions in this country, it may be
serviceable to advance what seems to us a more
correct standpoint. “ The preparation of a thoroughly
good bill of quantities,” says our contemporary,
“demands several qualities, which, if found in
architects, are usually rather a drawback than an
asset. These include great power of concentration, a
hue memory, a logical and orderly mind, and a brain
described by Oliver Wendell Holmes as containing a
large ground floor (for storing facts), and no upper
floors (which are reserved for ideas). The latter
belong (if the architect is what lie should be, a man

ARCHITECT. 209

of imagination and creative artistry), to him, and few
men have been found to have both kinds of ability, as
the one usually excludes the other in the nature of
things. Architects also necessarily lack the training
in method and routine that a surveyor needs, and also
the experience in all the detail of trade customs, the
want of which nothing can supply.”  All this, we
think, is somewhat astonishing. The Colonial
architect lives in an atmosphere less ethereal than
that apparently enjoyed by the readers of “The
Builder.” The architect who does not possess a
logical and orderly mind, a good memory, a brain
capable of strong facts as well as ideas, methodical
habits, and a thorough knowledge of trade customs,
will find it impossible to exist in South Africa. There
never has been a time in South Africa when the
architect has been able to carry on his art irrespective
of the practical needs of the time, and the study of
those needs will always demand just those qualities
which “* The Builder ” doubts as existing in the “man
of imagination.” In our reading we continually come
across the high falutin’ Art idea of architectural
practice which is so utterly superior to knowledge of
building trade customs or of quantity surveying. Sir
Christopher Wren was a great mathematician before
he became an architect, and there are instances
innumerable of the most eminent men in the Art
having been expert overseers of building work. Taken
as two sejiarate and distinct professions, it goes
without saying that the interests and the views of
each, taken from the other standpoint, will not wholly
coincide, and for that reason it also goes without
saying that quantity surveyors will argue that
architects should never interfere with their profession,
while at the same time architects, who, in many
instances which we are aware of, have taken out their
articles as quantity surveyors and also as architects,
will urge that they are perfectly qualified and
competent to fulfil the duties of both professions.
That does not get away from the fact, however, that
the lofty view contained in our London contemporary
will continue to appear in some shape or other for all
time coming. Incidentally, however, we believe that
theories expressed about the architectural profession
and that of the quantity surveyor would assume a
sounder and more thorough shape if we had less of
the bickering about the lack of practical knowledge,
and where grievances do exist, if the two bodies were
to come into close touch with each other and arrive
at agreements which would hinder neither profession.
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June 2nd, 1Q13-

Present: Mr. Arthur H. Reid, President, in the
chair; Messrs. Parker, Kendall, Smith, Forsyth,
Delbridge, Jones, Sladdm, Morris, Edwards, Fallon,
Kirsten and Cran, and tiie Honorary Secretary,
members; Messrs. W. Craig, Nesbit Roberts, Forbes,
Pilkington, Cox, Glennie, and Mullins, visitors.

Exhibit

In the room were exhibited the drawings submitted
in competition for the Institute annual prize for
measured work, and also three sets of competitive
plans sent from Cape Town for the Capital of the
Commonwealth of Australia, which were examined
with much interest. ,

Officers

The following officers were elected for the ensuing
year: F. K. Kendall, F.R.I.B.A., President; Arthur
H. Reid, F.R.1.B.A., Vice-President ; E. Austin Cooke,
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer; W. J. Delbridge,
A.R.I.B.A., F. R. E. Sladdin, Licentiate R.l.B.A.,
F.S.1., Fellows; J. Morris, Licentiate R.1.B.A., Hugh
A. McQueen, Associates. The foregoing form the

Council. W. G. Fagg, Licentiate R.I.B.A., Hon.
Auditor.

uditor Ballot for Members

Mr. F. R. E. Sladdm. Associate, was elected

Fellow. Mr. John Perry was elected as Associate.
Prize

The President asked Mr. Mullins to step forward
and congratulated him on gaining the Institute prize,
which, unfortunately, could not be presented then as
the books had to be obtained from England, but would
arrive in due course. The President commented upon
the educational value of such work, of which the
advantages were enjoyed by all who competed. |he
prize drawings, and one sheet sent in bv Mr. Ulennie,
would be sent to London (together with last year s
prize drawings) for reproduction in portfolio form.

ANNUAL REPORT.

The Council has pleasure in presenting

the
thirteenth annual report of the Institute.

iHE AFRICAN ARCHITECT.
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Membership

Nine new members have been elected during the
year, and one (Mr. W- S. Law) has resigned.

The names of those elected are : Messrs. W. Black,
H. G. E. de la Cormllere, Thos. Davidson. F. A. O
Jaffray, W. A. Ritchie-Fallon, W. J. McWilliams, V. T.
Jones, J. Clunis, and C. T. D. Lindsley, all but two
being country members.

The Council has endeavoured to bring about a
better understanding between the profession and the
public, and, judging from the cases referred to them,
it would seem to indicate that there is a growing
tendency to regard this body as being helpful. It is
believed that in time the work of the Institute will be
productive of much good to architects, clients, and
builders, by such means as establishing rules of
practice, and a scale of charges which will be accept-
able to and recognised by all. If those members of
the profession who have hitherto refrained from
joining our Institute would be enrolled it would
strengthen the Institute, and enable the Council to
speak with greater effect both to its members and the

ublic.
P The Council hopes that practising mmebers will
urge anv of their pujrils or assistants who are not
already members to take an early opportunity of
joining the Institute.

Meetings

There have been two general meetings (another
was called but there was not a quorum) and seventeen
Council meetings held during the year. Ihe attend-
ances at the Council meetings were as follows : A. H.
Reid, President, 17 ; E. Austin Cooke, Hon. Secretary,

16; F. R. E. Sladdin, 14; J. Morris, T2; W. .
Delbridge, 12; F. K. Kendall. 11 ; A. Forsyth, 9;
C. H. Smith. 5; ). Parker, Vice-President, 3.
Library
During the year the following additions have been
made to the Library: “Architects ~Standard
Catalogue” and “ Academy Pictures, 1912.” It is a

matter for regret that so far very little use has been
made of the Library. The Library funds have been

% & " H
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augmented by one composition of £2 2s., as provided
by Rule 21, in lieu of the writing of a paper. A
catalogue of the books is prepared.

+ "I$43%

For the Institute prize for measured drawings of
old work three sets, have been sent in: By Messrs.
F. M. Glennie, G. W. Cox, and F. W. Mullins. The
subject set this year was four old Dutch doors and
fanlights. The Council consider that the work shown
by all is good, the first place being awarded to F. W.
Mullins, whose selected doors are : Groot Schuur, back
stoep ; Castle (2), large hall and another ; No. 96,
Strand Street. Mr. Glennie shows a very fine specimen
from the Normal College.

The Council will have these reproduced in portfolio
form in conjunction with the drawings submitted last

ear.

Y Competitions for two scholarships, each of £200,
are open to Colonial students ; that of the British
School of Rome, tenable for three years, and the
Henry Jarvis Travelling Scholarship, tenable for two
years. Although all but the final examination in both
can be taken here, no applications for nomination
have been received from this centre.

The Herbert Baker Scholarship will also fall due
for competition next year.

RIBA

The time has now expired during which nomina-
tions could be made for election to the Class of
Licentiates R.I.B.A. The privilege has been open to
members of this profession who had attained the age
of thirty years, and could produce satisfactory
evidence of architectural training and ability. It has
been the means of bringing the Royal Institute into
touch with a large number of provincial and colonial
architects, and has increased the number of those
banded together for the advancement of the best
interest of the profession. Seven members of our
Institute have been elected to this Class, but your
Council regret that several members in every way
eligible have not joined.

* 1 8#71$

The Council have received complaints that the
requirements of the younger members of the Institute
have been somewhat neglected (during recent years).
The Council will always be pleased to advise or help
any of the younger members of the Institute who may
meet with difficulties in their practice, if they will
bring any matter upon which they may desire advice
to the notice of the Hon. Secretary.

The Council again remind members that they
welcome any suggestions that may be made to further
the interests of the profession and the public.
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Our delegates, Messrs. A. H. Reid, F. K. Kendall,
Jas. Morris, and W. J. Delbridge, have attended the
meetings of the respective Publicity Association
committees that they are serving upon.

Our delegates, Messrs. A. H. Reid, F. R. E.
Sladdin, and the Hon. Secretary have attended the
meetings of the Fine Arts Association and assisted in
their endeavours to secure from the. Government a
suitable home for our City’s pictures and art
collection.

ARCHITECT. June 2nd, 1913.

The Kalk Bay Municipality desiring to get a good
comprehensive scheme for laying out their township,
asked our Council, through the Publicity Association,
to send delegates to help them. Messrs. A. H. Reid,
Jas. Morris, F. K. Kendall, and W. J. Delbridge, were
appointed, and have, in co-operation with Messrs.
R. W. Menmuir, M.I.C.E., and Chas. Marais, Govern-
ment Surveyor, devoted much time to the scheme.
Their final report has not been submitted.

The same Municipality asked the Council for advice
in the revision of their Building Regulations, and a
sub-committeeTf the Institute Council has held seven
meetings to date, but the work of revision is not
completed.

At the request of His Worship the Mayor of Cape
Town the Council inspected No. 23, Strand Street,
formerly the residence of the late Mrs. Koopmans de
Wet, and reported as to its suitability for a museum,
its structural condition, and further advised as to
what should be done to render it serviceable.

A local member, Mr. W. J. McWilliams, attended
as our delegate the Congress of Building Trades
Employers, held at Port Elizabeth, in April, 1912, and
his report has received the attention of the Council.

) T # ) $

The Council have sent our circulars to all practising
architects—about seventy-five—in the Cape and
Orange Free State Provinces, asking them to
co-operate in procuring more satisfactory conditions
for public competitions by refraining from taking part
in any the conditions of which the Council may certify
as being unsatisfactory. Twenty-two members and
eight non-members have agreed to do this, and two
members and two non-members have agreed condi-
tionally—thirty-four in all.

ners

It having been brought to the notice of the Council
that School Boards require extra copies of plans over
and above those supplied to the contractor, and that
these additional copies have not in the past been paid
for, the Council have interviewed the Cape School
Board and obtained their recognition of the propriety
of a charge in this connection, and in future all such
copies will be paid for as per schedule : For * Ferro-
gallic ” Sunprints, coloured.—* Double Elephant,
40 in. x 26 in., 10s. per sheet; “Imperial,” 30 in. x
21 in, 7s. 6d. per sheet; “ Half Double Elephant,
26 in. x 20 in., 5s. per sheet. For linen tracings double

the above prices.
@:$)% ) =;-%

Visits have been made to the New Adderley Street
Pier, the S.A.R. Workshop at Salt River, and the new
Supreme Court Buildings. The first of these visits
was well attended, but in the case of the other two
the attendance was unsatisfactory. The Council hope
that in future when visits are arranged principals will
allow their assistants and pupils to attend.

0 )?*);, <" 1%

In spite of notices and motions at meetings, Rule
21 is not being observed. Although no papers have
been read, the Library Fund has only profited to the
extent of £2 2s. The Council wish to remind members
that they have signed a promise to abide by the rules

List Bros., Johannesburg, for Clocks for Offices, Public Squares, etc.
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COMPETITIVE DESIGN.  V:ew frem the South-East.

ACCEPTED DESIGN MR. THEO. SCHAERER, Architect.

PROPOSED SYNAGOGUE, JOHANNESBURG.
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Board of Enquiry to confer with a duly appointed
representative or representatives of the four Pre~
vincial Architects’ Institutes, with the object of
discussing the terms of the draft Act and of ascertain-
ing what objections are likely to be advanced against
same. It seems to me that much time would be saved
by such a course, and we would by such a reference
be enabled, as Burns wrote, “to see ourselves as
others see us,” learn where our ideas may be
divergent from those of the Governments advisers,
and explain any matter that may, at first sight, appear
undesirable to our critics.

| take it that the object of all is to dc the right
thing and to remove at once any suspicion of selfish
motives that may exist in the minds of those with
whom we have to deal later on.

gr " "2 ") P

I may venture again to refer to the proposal | made
some time since of organising a Municipal and Health
Exhibition for the Union. Such exhibitions have
proved most instructive to the public in every centre
of Europe and America that they have been held in.
I submit that it is right to assume that the
responsibility of Municipal and Government authori
ties, as regards the health and refinement of the
community, warrants the holding of an exhibition
exclusively devoted to the purpose named. Such an
undertaking would show the public what municipal
authorities are doing for them, and how much still
awaits their attention. | believe that the vast majority
of ratepayers have no idea of what their money is
spent upon, and an exhibition such as | suggest would
be of great educational value in that respect. It would
also serve the purpose of bringing to the notice of
municipal engineers, municipal officials of all grades,
and the public the latest improvements, inventions,
methods, and appliances, and thus enable them to
keep the administration thoroughly effective and
up to date. It would also probably prove to a certain
class of person that a too rigid economy is against
the best interests of the community.

Conferences and lectures could be arranged of a
technical and popularly instructive character. Such
matters as public health, town planning, and develop-
ment schemes, fire prevention, first-aid ambulance
work, building regulations and by-laws, the abatement
of nuisances, public abattoirs, street and road locomo-
tion, tree planting, and valuations for assessment
purposes could be dealt with.

The co-operation of the South African Branch of
the Royal Sanitary Institute, the Institutes of
Engineers and of Architects, Builders Associations,
the Federation of Municipal Bodies, the Institute of
Valuers, and others could undoubtedly be secured, and
the result would, of necessity, be both interesting and
instructive to local and up-country municipal bodies.

| feel quite sure that our worthy Provincial
Administrators, in whose hands the administration of
local government lies, would assist such an under-
taking, and that a deputation to His Honour Sir
Frederick de Waal, our Administrator, would secure
his most sympathetic aiid kindly advice.

ARCHITECT.
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One matter that | feel it my duty to refer to is the
class of evidence that is submitted to and accepted by
duly constituted courts in this country. It has been
my misfortune to be interested in certain suits and
arbitrations lately where the evidence tendered can
only be described as ludicrous. We read of evidence
given by medical men, engineers, and architects which
is drawn from them by legal lights who are absolutely
ignorant of their subject.

I11 valuations of real estate we are almost daily
startled at discrepancies of 100 per cent., and we
know that such scandals must continue so long as
those who have to deal with such matters are
incapable of cross-questioning the so-called expert
evidence tendered. | submit, in the name of common
sense and justice, that technical cases should be
conducted, at all events, in collaboration with
professional men who are qualified to analyse evidence
and expose those who often subvert justice.

?2;)*"IN

It is pleasant to close our year without having to
lament the loss of a brother professional, and | pray
the Great Architect of the Universe to be equally
merciful to us in the coming term.

Y

I have pleasure in tendering my congratulations
to our fellow-member, Mr. Herbert Baker, upon the
conspicuous honour done him m being selected to
collaborate with others in designing Government
House and another public building as component
features of the new Indian capital at Delhi. Mr.
Baker, | understand, will also act as one of the three
advisers to the Indian Government regarding all the
other State buildings and the general planning of the
city.

"-$

In conclusion, | would tender our thanks to all
those who have so courteously met us in our contact
with them officially. The Provincial representatives
and officers of the Public Works Department, the
Education Department, the Administrator’'s Depart-
ment, and the municipal officers of this city and the
suburbs, have carried through their duties without
serious friction or disagreement with the members of
our profession.

Our thanks are also due to the Press for their
public spirit 111 keeping the work of our Institute before
their readers.

" '9 =
2 E'2?N7 552"A7 " A)) "
< +)4H)$

Gentlemen : | must first of all thank you for the
honour of electing me to the chair of this Institute
for the ensuing year.

My chief doubt in accepting it is whether | shall
be able to do justice to so onerous a position—and
particularly when following 11 the steps of one who
if I may say so—has occupied it for two and a half
years with the most conspicuous energy and success.
During his lengthy term of office Mr. Arthur Reid has
laboured strenuously to bring together members of
our Institute, and most ably discharged the many and

List Bros., Johannesburg supply Clocks for Clubs, Banks, etc.
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diverse duties before him. His ripe experience lias
enabled him to preside over our meetings with a
degree of tact and skill which | cannot hope to equal.
Nevertheless, the pendulum of time cannot go on for
ever swinging in the same direction, and at the end
of another year | am sure it will be quite ready for a
further change ! Anyhow, while in office | feel confi-
dent of finding in our Council the same support and
advice which they have always ungrudgingly given to
their President in the past.

Gentlemen, the report of the Council is before you,
and gives you a brief summary of their doings during
the last year. Ihe Past President’s valedictory
address you have just heard, which represents his last
words of advice to us all before vacating the chair—
advice which | know | can safely say on your behalf
will be duly weighed and respected. As these two
addresses cover the recent doings of our Institute, |
will endeavour to avoid repetition in making a few
further remarks to you upon this occasion.

It is particularly pleasing that—besides looking
after its own affairs—our Institute has had some
opportunity of acting voluntarily in the public interest.
Upon the suggestion of the Publicity Association, a
sub-committee of our Institute have met the Kalk Bay
Municipality to consider with them the possibilities of
developing their suburb. As a result a scheme has
been prepared which it is hoped will result in adding
very materially to the beauty and convenience of the
place in question, and at the same time providing the
Municipality with many more ratable properties than
they could otherwise hope to secure, and increasing
the ratable value of all such properties.

I venture to remind architects that it is their
privilege—as well as their distraction—to live some-
what ahead of the public in their capacity to evolve
constructive schemes.  Although it is quite under-
standable, it is none the less regrettable, that the man
in the street is so slow to grasp the possibilities of
following this or that line of action ; and for this
inability he generally has to pay very dearly indeed
in the long run. It is true that these circumstances
are a safeguard against any such schemes as might
be advanced by that impetuous animal the wild cat;
nevertheless, a more enterprising public spirit is sadly
wanted in this country in almost every line of life.
The power of reasoning that demands that a man
should look before he leaps is precisely identical with
that which dictates a feasible plan and estimate for a
building, or a proper lay-out for a town, before
starting active operations, the chief difference being
merely one of scale, and not of principle. The entire
neglect of any such forethought is only too obviously
apparent in the present hap-hazard state of M.uizen-
berg. It would be difficult to imagine a place more
richly endowed by Nature and opportunity more
thoughtlessly desecrated. @ We have only to remind
ourselves of the towns, say, of the Riviera, to realise
the shortcomings of what we have been bequeathing
to posterity. That strong action is needed there can
be no room for doubt; and | would appeal to the
population themselves to facilitate the work of the
Municipality wherever possible, and not to allow desire
for personal gain to outweigh that for the public good
when the two conflict.

THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT.
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The great building Emperors of Rome have shown
the world some noble ideas in the manner of laying
out towns, and, later, Hausmann in Paris and Wren in
London have done much to emulate their example.
From these we may learn lessons in more ways than
one. We know, for instance, that if Wren had been
allowed to carry out his schemes in something like
entirety, the City of London would have been saved
some millions of pounds, besides being able to enjoy
a better planned town than will ever now be possible.
Very little penetration is necessary to realise that an
all-embracing scheme must be undertaken at the
outset if anything like a high degree of success is to
be secured—either from the point of view of beauty,
health, convenience, or economy in the long run. Here
m South Africa are unique opportunities for being wise
m time in this respect—and the dear atmosphere and
air of spaciousness dictate that things should be done
on a liberal scale.

One instance which occurs to me for deriving
mutual benefit for all concerned by merely having
a preconceived understanding is this: If—in an
important street of ample width—each landlord
owning a frontage could be induced to set back his
building line on the ground floor so as to double the
width of the pavement—he might be allowed to build
a substantial arcade along the outside of the pave-
ment, and project all his upper floors to this line. The
landlord would thus gain as much on each upper floor
as he sacrificed on the ground floor, and the public
would gain a doubly wide footpath with a permanent
and continuous cover over it; and, moreover, the
whole would lend itself to a magnificent architectural
treatment on the elevations, securing some kind of
uniformity between the different buildings. Though
there are obvious difficulties in enforcing regulations
to provide for this in a street which has already been
built, there is no reason that | can see why such a

lan should not be followed in the case of a new
ownship.

I have no wish to bore this meeting with what
might appear platitudes to them, as expert planners,
but architects will be doing a great service to the
country if only they can convince the public of the
supreme importance of proper town planning. It is
not a subject to be approached in a niggling manner,
with trumpery little competitions for designs for this
or that corner of a town. | make so bold as to say
that, instead of being an extravagance, it would be
a magnificent bit of high policy and economy for the
powers that be to embark forthwith upon a definite
scheme for the development of the Cape Flats—before
it is too late. | am one of the last people to say that
such a scheme could be lightly undertaken ; and I
would not urge that every acre'of the ground should
at this stage be allocated unalterably to one specific
purpose ; but the main thoroughfares could be decided
upon ; certain areas assigned to certain purposes, such
as residential suburbs, farm lands, recreation grounds,
industrial centres, public abattoirs, sewage farms,
locations, forest land. etc. Each division should
receive due consideration as to its natural suitability
in respect of altitude, drainage possibilities, prevailing
winds, access and egress, roads, tram and railway
lines, and so on. The result would, of course, be

List Bros., Johannesburg, for Masonic Aprons, Furniture, etc.
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In our leading columns we deal with the following
article which appears in “ The Builder ” to hand by a
recent mail —

It is one of the high traditions of those who
practise the professions in this country, and, indeed,
in Europe, that efficiency and thoroughness are
invariably their first consideration, that nothing
perfunctory 1l the performance of the duties shall be
permitted, and that the emoluments which accrue as
a reward for the services rendered are always the last
consideration.

We see it in all professions—Ill the Church, notably
at the Bar, among solicitors, accountants, architects,
and especially amongst doctors, and also amongst the
best practitioners in that mixed profession, quantity
surveying. In the latter case, however, in common
with the other open professions, the tradition has
suffered violent treatment, and the standard of
efficiency is in many cases in inverse ratio to the size
of the fees paid. In fact, it would probably be safe
to hazard a guess that there are more bad quantities
sent out than good ones. This is unfortunate, as it
brings discredit upon a profession which includes
many highly trained, high-principled men. There is
perhaps hardly any other calling in which it is possible
for the unqualified and the incapable to simulate the
performance of the fully qualified without detection
or objection, and to receive the fullest remuneration
for doing it.

In view of recent correspondence in these columns
it may be interesting to enquire into the reasons for
this state of things. Why should it be possible for an
inadequate and inaccurate document to pass muster
for one that is full and accurate, and why should no
one object?

The Surveying System

The profession first came into being as distinct
from a branch of a contractor’s, business-in connection
with the contract for the Houses of Parliament. The
size of the contract made it impossible for each con-
tractor to make his own calculations, and, therefore,
one surveyor was appointed to represent the Govern-
ment and one to represent all the contractors. This
system continued until the recent contracts for the
War Office and the Home Office, but is now
abandoned, and the contractors have in future to relv
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upon the Government surveyor to act impartially
between owner and contractor. They do not object
to doing so, as the position of the surveyor is now
generally considered by everyone to be that of an
independent third party, holding the balance between
the two opposing interests, and not favouring either,
although—being more directly employed by the owner
—he might be expected to favour him. As, however,
the whole system is founded upon the trustworthiness
of the representations made by the surveyor to the
builders tendering, nothing less can be expected of
him than implicit observance of this condition.

The general increase in building activity and the
waste entailed by several contractors having to
prepare quantities for the same building have led to
the permanent establishment of a class of men who
specialise in quantity surveying alone, and act
independently of any one contractor. And now, in
London, all the large contracts are let to contractors
who tender upon quantities supplied by surveyors
appointed either by the owners or the architects,
without consultation with the contractor, who,
however, accepts the statements made by the
surveyors without question, and thereby substantially
reduces his establishment expenses, and is able, there-
fore, to tender upon a lower scale of prices than
before. In either case the owner pays for the estimate
—formerly by the extra amount included in the
estimate, and now by the fees of the quantity
surveyor, which are sometimes paid direct, though
frequently included in the amount of contractor's
estimate.

In the South this practice of the owner supplying
guantities to all contractors has become so general
that in normal times no member of the Master
Builders’ Association will tender in competition for
work exceeding .£"1,000 in value without quantities
being supplied.

As soon as it was found that the preparation of
the estimate was no longer in the hands of the con-
tractor, architects with practices which did not absorb
the whole of their energies eked out their incomes by
acting also as quantity surveyors. To this, and to the
fact that anyone who could induce an architect to
employ him as surveyor—whether qualified, or not—

List Bros., Johannesburg, are Expert Watch Repairers.
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must be attributed the large amount of inefficient work

tUriThe® preparation of a thoroughly good bill of
guantities demands several qualities, which if found
m architects, are usually rather a drawback than an
asset. These include great power of concentration, a
fine memory, a logical and orderly mind, and a brain
described by Oliver Wendell Holmes as containing a
large ground floor (for storing facts), and no upper
floors (which are reserved for ideas). The latter
belong (if the architect is what he should be, a man
of imagination and creative artistry) to him, and few
men have been found to have both kinds of ability, as
the one usually excludes the other m the nature ot

thirk(\;s. . . .
rchitects also necessarily lack the training m
method and routine that a surveyor needs, and also
the experience in all the detail of trade customs, the
want of which nothing can supply.

PT 1+:) +)0 *IEN !$

Architect-surveyors have, therefore, necessarily to
depend a good deal upon their assistants. But the
best of these are naturally absorbed by the surveyor
pure and simple, and he can only usually get incapable
men. On that account he is, therefore, severely
handicapped, and can never organise his office m the
rational and ordered way of a surveyor, which m itself
is one of the best preventives against error.

Some of them, it is true, have so organised and
departmentalised their work, and realised the ful
responsibilities involved, that only one exception could
be taken to it, and that is one which may possibly be
considered unfair to them as practitioners of an
honourable profession, but which, nevertheless,
undoubtedly enters into the transaction. It is not
quite natural to expect an architect who is filled with
trepidation as to the probable amount of the lowest
tender for his building to exercise the same critical
analysis of his drawings as a surveyor” would do.
“Who can know better what is there?” they say.
Yes | But who is going to seek out the furthermost
fitting, or to decide in favour of the clearer statement
of some extra labour, or any similar but not obvious
item of cost in order to increase a total already too
high ?

gA consulting furniture expert who has undertaken
to furnish an hotel for a fixed sum is not allowed to
go to the shops or dealers and choose what he wants
and make out his own bill. Without wilful misrepre-
sentation on his part such a man could not be expected
to value any of the antiques he had secured at quite
their full value, nor to be over-particular about the
small accessories, such as every hotel requires.

ARCHITECTS should alwrys dgfirlitely speci

his LACQUER-ENAMEL. loset'er with PARIPAN FILLER for primins
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especially if the total already exceeded the sum
allowed. It is not a question so much of integrity as
of opposing interests which can never be properly
reconciled. . o

The other class of inefficient needs no comment.
He is to be found in any other profession, and nothing
but responsibility—direct and legally enforceable—uwill
exclude him. "

The public bodies understand this, and many ot
them provide in their contracts that the surveyors shall
Guarantee “the substantial accuracy of their wor ,
and shall be financially responsible for any errors
discovered." This is, of course, a heavy burden, and
probably a greater one—considering the enormous
risk of errors there must be, and that even surveyors
are but human—than is imposed upon any other
professional men. )

Of course, substantial accuracy does not mean the
absolute accuracy of every item, but the general
average accuracy of the whole. [Ihis constitutes a
sufficient protection to the employers against ignor-
ance or carelessness, but makes quantity surveying
no light undertaking.

9;:"?;;)N < *IEN!$

Good surveyors would not object to this in any
case, and a wider resort to the condition would
exclude many who now practise and escape all
liability, for, apart from the liability to the owner for
gross negligence, there is no liability of the surveyor
to the builder, as it has been held that there is no
privity of contract between the surveyor and the
builder, because at the time the surveyor did the work
it was not known who the contractor would be.

This makes the builder's position peculiarly
unsatisfactory, as when the quantities do not form
part of his contract he has no power of recovery m
case of errors. His only security, therefore, is
in refusing to tender except on quantities he knows to
be carefully done. Unfortunately, however, the dearth
of work frequently compels him to forego this objec-
tion and take his chance. If. however, builders were
united and took a firm position on this matter it would
have a most salutary effect in every way.

The awakening usually comes at the settlement ot
accounts, when “architect’'s extras "—ie., things
forgotten in the specification—and when the builder,
having doubts, has protected himself by demanding
that the quantities should be part of the contract)
“ surveyor’'s extras "—or things forgotten m the
guantities—are claimed and cannot be refused.

Then, indeed, “ the time has come to talk of many
things,” and the owner, having to pay, sometimes
claims damages for negligence against the surveyor,

SSlisr*
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extremely difficult to get architects to appreciate, and
that is the absolute necessity of making specification
and drawings agree with the quantities. It is usual
either for the surveyor to write the specification
himself when he has completed his work, and to touch
up what has been prepared by the architect in order
to make it complete, and to include some of the small
items which, in his dissection of the building, have
become clear to him, although they may have been
overlooked by the architect. Imagine his dismay
when he discovers some time afterwards that various
alterations have been made without his knowledge by
the architect in the specification without any
corresponding alteration in the quantities or the
estimate. The effect, of course, is to render the whole
of the original estimate unsound, and the responsi-
bility of the surveyor to whom the builder looks in
this matter is seriously undermined. Obviously, such
alterations should be brought to the notice of the
surveyor before the contract is signed, or else both
documents should be left intact, and these alterations
should be treated subsequently as variations on the
contract.
Rivalry

There has been some reference to the rivalry which
exists between architects and surveyors over work in
each other’s province, and for our own part we can
never quite understand why architects should entrust
their quantities to surveyors who also practise as
architects. We have heard of several instances where
they have lost large commissions which have been
placed with their own surveyors. On the other hand,
we are quite unable to understand the practice which
exists with some architects to employ other architects
as their surveyors. Such a thing could only happen
in England, as practitioners abroad have more respect
for their clients than to go to any other than the best
men in each particular branch of his work.

“THE GATEWAY OF INDIA"

It is proposed to commemorate the landing of King
George in India by the erection of a gateway, which
is to be called “the Gateway of India,” of which
structure Lord Sydenham, the Governor of Bombay,
laid the foundation-stone last March. The gateway
is described as being intended to be built in shining
white marble, and its architecture as “ mixed Hindu

Afberton Kiver bahd

)-.:

and Moslem.” From an illustration in the “Sphere”
it reminds us more of some of the architectural efforts
we see carried out 1l cement in the earlier Victorian
suburbs of London, and might well be an amateur’s
chef d’oeuvre ; indeed, unless the illustration we have
seen is libellous, we feel it would be infinitely better
for the reputation of our race that it should never be
built. Marriage has been termed the ‘' picturesque
gateway leading to a commonplace estate the
“gateway to India ” may be described as a “ common-
place gateway to a great Empire. ° The latter is an
achievement of our race which one would imagine
would inspire the designer with ideas, if anything
could do so. Even the * mixture of style” so feelingly
alluded to has failed to produce any effervescence in
the designer’s imagination !

TO PROTECT THE BUILDING OWNER

A Building Construction Indemnity Insurance
Company is being formed, with the object, it appears,
of protecting the building owner “against inferior
labour, material, or other defects.” This company
“will undertake to fully guarantee that the proper
class of work and material and a high standard of
labour shall be maintained throughout; and this is
effected not by the owner having additional expenses
levied upon him, but by the contractor and architect
having to conform to the rules of the company and
receiving a certain percentage for their fee.” The
company, it is claimed, will relieve the owner of all
risk ; for, “in the event of the contractor not carrying
out the work according to the specification, the
company can justly claim and fully recover any sum
which has to be paid to the policy-holder.” But surely
the building owner is already sufficiently safeguarded ;
and it is difficult to imagine architects and contractors
embracing with enthusiasm any further opportunities
of improving his present position. In the eternal
triangular contest of building owner, architect, and
contractor, the owner is always at the apex—that is
to say, he nearly always comes out on top when he
resorts to the litigation towards which his natural
inclination needs no artificial impetus. To offer him
fuller protection is absurd. Protection for the archi-
tect and the contractor against the whims and oddities
and marked litigiousness of the building owner would
be more to the purpose ; but there are many cogent
reasons why they should refrain from clamouring
for it.

Samples free from M. & W. FLEMING,
Provident Buildings, JOHANNESBURG

P.0. Box 5725 'Phone 2526
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RUBEROID ROOFING

Ruberoid Roof Talks No. 7. A Severe Test.

Can yo |ma ine, in thl? countr¥ amﬁre severe Always
test 0 dt undness .of a roo ngr hat ook _for
ortra e in the al dvel us ratlon P PaV| |on this
t Kalk ﬁ elnd )%)ﬁ fo tt] orceF Trade
eW|nd and sea uilders rea |se thatbonty Mar..

stand the Kery severe s[t]raln it WOU ten%e ut
eyc 0se Ru oroid on account of Its weather-
rdof ualities
ur latest report Is that &ms roof is as sound as
when {nst [aid; neither rain, sea or W|nH renders

a smge rePan necessary, not even to the extent
of & Coat of paint.

If you are building i |n an exposed position send
to- day for h

apphcauon

to—
S, SYKES & Co, Ltd., Johannesburg, Durban, Bulawayo and
Sallsbuné B. HEND Co., Capstown :  DUNN & Co,
ast London ; GRIFFITHS & Co,, Port Elizabeth.
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8 54 '§ '

We are indebted to Mr. Herbert Baker for the
following interesting account :(—

The existing City of Delhi stands on a flat alluvial
plain ; its walls border on the one side the River
Jumna, and on the other the marshy ground between
two rocky ridges—or kopjes, as we should call them
in South Africa.

The only two sites available, therefore, were one
on the north, on the existing Civil Lines and Govern-
ment suburb adjoining the area of the recent Durbars,
and divided by The Ridge, sacred to the associations
and the Monuments of the Indian Mutiny ; the other
to the south, consisting of unoccupied land in the
midst of many ruined cities, and the domes and
minarets of the tombs of the rulers of older Delhis.
Both sites, therefore, presented great attractions,
which made the controversy over the two sites one
of great interest.

The Town Planning Commission, which was sent
out last year, consisted of Captain Swinton, then
Chairman of the London County Council ; Mr. Brodie,
the Municipal Engineer of Liverpool ; and Mr. Lutyens,
the architect. They were assisted by an excellent
staff of experts belonging to the Indian Civil Service.
This Commission reported last year in favour of the

June 2nd, 1913.

south site. Owing, however, to strong local feeling
against breaking away from the British associations
which attached to the north side, the Commission were
engaged during the early months of this year in the
reconsideration of the advantages of the two sites ;
and further medical and engineering expert advice
was called in. Finally, the Commission unanimously
reported that the north side, in spite of its attractions
and associations, was so limited in area that, if the
new City grew to any extent in the future, further
expansion would be possible only in the direction of
water-logged and malarious land. The Viceroy and
Government have, as announced in Parliament,
adopted this report. Ihus the probable ultimate
growth of the new Capital became an important factor
in the selection of the site. The following questions,
therefore, with some of which we in South Africa are
not altogether unfamiliar, were much discussed :
Would the establishment of the seat of Administration
in Delhi in itself create a large and prosperous City ?
Calcutta, which has lost the position of the Viceregal
Capital, expresses the opinion that it does not miss
the Administration and has suffered no diminution of

its prosperity. ) | g
<.;+II ll.;

The commercial and business activity of India
being concentrated at the great ports, are the great
firms and business men likely to move their head-
guarters or establish branches at the inland Capital ?

Will native Indian activities be attracted to the new
Capital, the choice of which is undoubtedly in accord
with the sentiment of the majority of Indians ?

Can electric power be brought from the snow-fed
rivers of the Himalayas, and Delhi be converted into a
manufacturing centre ? and might it not be better to
encourage industrial centres nearer to the mountains
from which the power is obtained, leaving the Capital
in the cultured seclusion of a “ Washington ” ?

The plan of the new City which has been prepared
by the Commission has not yet been published, but it
can be said of it that the Commission, taking advan-
tage of the free site and the large powers given to it,
have prepared a plan according to the best principles
of town planning. The reticulated or grid-iron plan—
unfortunately so universal in South Africa—in which
every street crosses the other at right angles, has not
been adopted. No street, therefore, in the new Delhi
will appear endless and objectless, with nothing to be
seen but empty space at the end of it. Streets will
vary considerably in width, and the more important
ones will be set designed that they will, as far as
possible, have some object of interest, new or old,
monument or building, to crown its vista. The
greatest value should, therefore, be made out of what
beautiful features the City may possess, and care will
be taken to preserve and work into the scheme every
old ruin and building with any sentiment or history
attached to it or with artistic pretensions of any value.

Town planning improvements have been designed
for the old existing walled city of Delhi, but as.if
consists of small crowded houses and narrow winding
lanes this scheme for improvement can only be under-
taken gradually.

V+) 98$$ ) +)H)S ;) <L+

There is a special interest to South Africans in
the old buildings of Delhi in the means adopted in the
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ARCHITECTS AND BUILDING BY-LAWS.

Attention is called in the “Sanitary Record and
Municipal Engineering,” both m a leader ami in two
letters signed respectively by “An Architect (Retired)
and bv the “Borough Surveyor and Architect Ol
Great Yarmouth, to what is termed the attack made
upon municipal officials by Mr. William Woodward at
the Surveyors’ Institution. Our contemporary seems
to regard Mr. Woodward's remarks as having a
personal character and bias which, we think, cannot
fairly be read into them. Mention is made of the
attempt of architects to obtain cheap notoriety at
meetings by condemning by-laws they are imperfectly
acquainted with, and again of the “ nauseous trotting
out ” of stock arguments against by-laws and local
officials at the Royal "Institution” of British Archi-
tects. If our contemporary will tell us where the
last-named body hold their meetings we will endeavour
to obtain reports of their proceedings, and may in
them find substantiation of the complaints made. But
we have never heard of such attacks at the meetings
of the Royal Institute of British Architects of which
we have seen the reports. We do not understand a
complaint against a stereotyped and cast-iron system
as being a complaint against the officials who are
appointed to see it carried out ; they are but doing
their duty in so doing. But it is quite open to anyone
to suggest that if the complicated network ot the
Building Act can be administered by comparatively
few highly-trained and competent men at a minimum
amount of trouble and expense to architects and
builders that some approach to a like happy result
might be made in other districts. Mr. Woodward s
suggestions in no way constitute an attack on officials,
but simply contain' the suggestion that a smaller
number of men, having greater discretionary powers,
might with advantage to the community be substituted
for a larger number of men with almost no discre-
tionary powers at all, and surely such a suggestion
is one” which can be considered and discussed on its
merits without ill-nature? Few of us believe m the
divine rights of kings, and many of us are doubtful
whether'there is much divinity behind the decisions
of the autocrats of Whitehall. We may perhaps
suggest that a joint conference between upholders ot
the status quo and those who, for reasons we believe
to be absolutely well founded, wish to see it modified,
might result in agreement, partial or otherwise, and
in action.

'K 7
It has been seriously suggested from time to time
that architects like other artists should adjust then-
charges to their standing, and a reference to this was
made by the Secretary of the Society of Architects m

opening a discussion last session on some principles
of professional practice
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Our contemporary, “ Indian Engineering." shares
this view, and in the course of an article on Archi-
tectural Competitions, says ¢ “ If the members of all
other professions live by direct engagement with a
client we see no reason why those of this single pro
fession should not. In all professions there are the
humbler and higher walks ; for the latter specialist
fees are charged, and the same ought to he
permissible to architects who have attained eminence.
When the doctor becomes a specialist he charges two
guineas for an interview, while the struggling
beginner, even when fully qualified, is permitted
without odium to charge 2s. 6d. The successful
barrister will demand from you per day a sum which
a struggling junior will be glad to earn m a month
of hard work, without being unqualified for his woik-
Why then should strict uniformity of charge prevail
among architects ? If each were permitted to fix his
fee according to his standing in the profession work
would be better distributed. A client would seek the
architect best suited to his purse, and would not he
called upon to pay for the design of a factory at the
same rate as for that of a cathedral, as he would hav.
to do if he called for competitive designs for the
factory and received pictures for it from the highest
to the humblest in the profession. — Society of
Architects’ Journal.”

EARL CURZON STATUE.

A bronze statue of Earl Curzon of Kedleston,
designed by Mr. Hamo Thornycroft, R.A., and
provided by public subscription, is to be unveiled by
the Governor of Bengal at an early date, on a fme
site on the Maidau at Calcutta. The standing figure
of Lord Curzon is on a high pedestal, resting on a
dais, which is approached at front and back by wide
flights of steps, and which measures on plan forty
feet square. At the four angles of the dais are
pedestals bearing groups of statuary, rather larger
than life, each symbolical of some prominent feature
of Lord Curzon’s administration. In each group is an
allegorical figure dominating the design, the other
figures being more realistic in treatment, and repre-
senting typical Indians arranged to express the
motive or subject of the design. The groups which
represent “Peace,” “ Commerce, Agriculture
and “ Famine Relief,” are in bronze, as also are the
four long bas-reliefs which fill the panels of the
masonry of the sub-plinth of the central pedestal. 1he
subjects of these bas-reliefs are the Delhi Durbar for
the Proclamation of King Edward; the Taj i a a
and Gardens, which Lord Curzon did much to restore ;
a Procession of Imperial Cadets the mounted corps
of young Indian Princes which Lord Curzon unsti
tuted ; and the Victoria Memorial Hall now being
erected in Calcutta.

BUILDERS’ IRONWORK

Jj Speciality.

ews & Son,
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Expert Hard and Soft

Stone Tool Dresser.
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THE'GENERAL IS THE ONLY INSURANCE COMPANY
HOLDING HIS MAJESTYS ROYAL WARRANT.
L # # #

General Buildings, greenmarket Square..
H# "k

Johannesburg: Commercial Exchange Buildings, Main Street.
Port Elizabeth: Cuthbert's Buildings, Main Street.
Durban: Natal Bank Buildings, West Street.

SOUTH AFRICAN MANAGER IOGILVY*MITCHEL L
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Benything In the Painting and Decorating Line

......................................................... Before placing orders get our Quotations. — e

Low Prices.

H H# &&
) +)
Phone 3085. % X

P.0. Box 238, Capetown Telephone No. 389, Crpttown
Telejrapmc and Cable Addre s: “DANVERS,” Capetown

DANVERS & CO.

GENERAL IMPORTERS

0, Bree St., CAPETOWN

WAGON WOOD of every description

Queen’s Head, N.B. Tenax, Fleur de
Lis, etc.. Ridging, Guttering, Piping
SCREWS AND WASHERS
Cement, Twines, Cordage : &cC.

- ) ) )
Agents Socle'e Generate des Tinlleries de Marseille

_R__o_g |§0Pﬁd% ers :?nsg G?IE Wa]lhé%ndFHoFYlvoongg T_|_I_§_s

Large cko IIan and rey iles Marsellles

EOl maI H Vlgo%selsfhrr{epsqaﬁtfegtone uerasII 13(|)zosand

ties for
ru0| gtee ammers eEcr tions — el5|I ush,
ammers — ICKS g Picks, atelayers
|dks or Hammers, &c.

The ONLY
Mediums for

Trade Advertisements

Good, Standard Qualities.
These are our strong points.

We are Sole Agents for the renowned -
the best Water paint on the market.

Prompt Deliveries.

OLSINA,” acknowledged to be
Colour Card Free.

#C T & &

( P.O. Box 674

M. J. ADAMS <& Co.,

Builders and Contractors,

GREEN'S BUIL
COMMISSIONER STREET, "Phone 2758,
JOHANNESBURG 0. Box 3535
HUGH BARKER,
P.O Box 575. Estahlished 1893. "Phone 1458,

PIumbe and Sanitary Engmeer

) 1 + L}

specialiies. HOT WATER INSTALLATIONS
COILS, CARVING TABLES AND PLATES

/7 0

211, MARSHALL ST., JOHANNESBURG

. The African Architect”

and

. The S.A. Master Builders’

Federation Journal.”
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