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HAIM GURI : From lIdentification to Alienation

This dissertation was submitted to the Faculty of Arts, University
of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg in fulfilment of the requiremci, s

for the degree of Master of Arts.

This work is intended to be a survey of the ookv of poetry published
by the Israeli poet Haim Guri, in an atter.vt to show that there are
certain lines which unify his work from start to finish. However, In
the course of analyrmg his work, certain basic changes, both in content
and in form became distinguishable. These changes resulted from the
changes that were discernible in the "reality"” which surrounded the
poet.

At the outset of his writing ' Guri was a representative of his
generation; he expressed not only the important historical events that
took place (such as the War of Independence) but also the mood, emotions,
and enthusiasm of his comrades-in-arms. For his success in this direction
Guri was awarded the t ‘t1e "Poet of the Palmach.” 2 His work lacked drama-
tic extremes, but it reflected as noother poetry of his time did, the
temperament and idealism of both the soldiers (of whom he wasone) and
the Israeli society of that time. His nationalism was never overt, yet
nevertheless it gave his words fire and conviction — Guri wastotally
Identified with his people and their destiny.

Soon after the Second World War, Guri was sent on a mission to a
number of Displaced Persons Camps in Europe. This encounter with the
Holocaust and its aftermath sewed seeds of unrest in his soul. This
restlessness within him, was to leave its mark on many of his subsequent

poetic works.

1. About 1945.
2. Palmach being the name of one of the major fighting forces for

Israel's Independence.
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In fact, there is hardly a book published by him, which does not
contain some echoes of the Holocaust and his encounter with its
aftermath.

With the creation of the Jewish State, rapid political and
sociological changes took place. The idealism and enthusiasm of
the people began to wane. The poet found himself faced with a new
reality, which pleased him little. A new "era" began for him, which
was reflected in his poems, in which he found himself alienated from
this new reality and unable to come to grips with it. His poetry
changed in its form and content. It became tired, detached, filled
with disillusion and despair, yet at no time did it become nihilistic.

While Guri was growing furtner andfurther away from his people
and their attitudes to life, and wasin a sense becoming a stranger
in his own society, his roots remaindeeply entrenched in the love

of his land and his hei itage.
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