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JARAT ENGMaking SociaEndsMeet by Embracing Public Living

Theaim of this thesisis to investigate the importance ofpublic spaceandto explore the concept of publicliving. Theconcept behindthis thesisexploration isto look at the
Soweto yard calleda jarata” andto look at variousconU Zrations of a Soweto yard. Thereasonbehind choosinga Soweto yard is to conceptualisea public space whicthas

the essenceof the socialityof a Soweto yard. Theinvestigation will beginby exploringthe concept of socialspaceandto gain an understanding of what a “socialspaceisin
comparisonto a physical place.Over the years peoplehave deU y* &uiviredeU y Spaicesaround them. In shared spacespeople have usedtraditionsand culturesto dictate

the mannerin whichthey usethesespacesand have therefore created unwrittenrulesin thesespacesAspeopleredeU y tBesespacesrom their designedor intendeduse,

they essentially create socialspacesThesesocialspacesare not the physical spacesut they happenin the physical spacesandare driven by events whichare partof LIS 2 LJ S ¢
socialand cultural patterns.Sotherefore the architecture of a placeis deU y* $Rhe socialspacesvhichare the events, activitiesand the happeningsn the place whichare
centredon social @tterns.

Placeis thevisible spaceand spacés thehidden place. Therahitectural responses a public spacehere public livingcan be embracedmore especiallyfor the residents of
Soweto andmore & LIScAlltblthe residents of Mofolo Central where my site is based . Thespacewill be an enablingspacewhichshouldallow the usearsthe freedomto carry
out their traditionsand socialpatterns.Thespaceis alsoan event spacewhichallows for a variety of recreational activitiesfrom musical events, celelrations, ceremoniesand
play. Thedesignof the spacealsoincorporatesan existing old cinemaand seeksto revive the cinemaand developit asa cinemaandtheatre. Thepurposeof revivingthe cin-
emaisto bringbacka cinemagoingculture to the areaof Mofolo and Soweto at large. Theexterior spacewill be an extensionof the cinemaandwill function asan openair
cinema among otheuses mationed above. In additionthere will be 2 Y GBacestradespaces bottiormal and mnformal andrecreational facilities. The deign pays on the
social @tternsof public Ife in Sweto.
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Overview LeadingEssy

Themain essy (Jaateng) isbroken up into sections.The main thing to understand
aboutthe leadingessy is that | will be lookingat the yard in the physical senseand

Project type

Public space then L (& lboking at the yard in the socialsense andalludingto my own design
through $etches by implementing & LJS O Eldih@ts of the yard, both the
physical and the social aspects.

Ste

Mofolo central, Soweto (residential area)

(http:// www.maps.google.co.za/maps)

Terminology

Jaata: Ayard or garden whichsuroundsa houseor dwelling. It describeghe physi
cal place

Jaateng: From the word Jaata. It meansbeingat the yard. It describesthe social

spacea gathering.



JARATENG

(http:// www.ucindaphotos.co.2a
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Prelude

In exploringthe townshipyard or “jarata’ | cameto realisethat there is the physical
yard andthere is the socialyard. Thesocialyard is the essenceof the physical yard.
It is the socialyard which gives the physical yard its characer. It is seeingthe wood
for the trees.Thephysical yard hasa bounday and a threshold,and alsoprivate and
publiczoneswhereasin its socialbeingthe yard makesthe above mentioned barriers
virtually nvisible.

| wishto reiterate the meaningof the word Jaata and Jaateng.Jaatais a yard which
is thephysical spaceand Jaatengmeansbeingat the yard which is thesocial space.

The word Jaata is taken from the Afrikaansword jaart. Theyard in the township,
more & LJScallf ib Soweto is more than just the outside spacewhich surounds
the house,but it hasparticularsocialmeaningto the residents and communities of
Soweto. The Socialpatterns ofthe Jaata are similar acossthe diverse indigenous
culturesin Soweto. The Jaata is a shaed space,a meeting spacea socialspace,a
spacewhere visiors are received anda spacewhere stories are shaed. Collectvely
the jaratas have aided in unifying communities inSoweto even in tough apartheid
conditions. Not only were people trying to make ends meet during those RA Y O
times, but throughthesecollective socialspaceghe residents of Soweto were ableto
make socialendsmeet by embracingpublicliving. TheJaatais where socialactivities
are held such as eemoniescelelrations, play and general public living.

Theefore | proposeto design a spacehich thecommunity of Mofolo can freelyuse
to have ceremonialevents, celelrations, where people can socialise a spacefor play,

afestive spaceanda spacewhere publiclife canbe embracedalongwith addedsocial
amenities Theproposedspacemust reb S @éisocialpatternsexpressedn the yards
of Sweto.

lzf[i

F________

ocial space can be Created anywhere




INTRODUCTION

SocialSpace

Theae needsto be an understandingof what a socialspace isand what a physical two work handin handmore especiallyif the quality of the physical placeis at a level
placeis in order to draw out the essence othe “jarata’ or yard. A socialspaceisa wherethe social spaceanoccur in a rich andvely way.

space whiclexigts in a physical place.| believe that a socialspacecannotexist with- The possibilites of socialspacesare endless.In most township areas where most
out at least two human beings(or animals)interacting orbeingin the sameplace. peoplerely onpublic transport,the taxi can become a mobile placein which social
Socialspacesare non-architectural spaces in the physical sense- which peoplecre- spacesexists. Asa commuter enters into ataxi they will greet the other commuters
ate in architectural spaces.Socialspacescan occur anywhere and are therefore not who have alreadyboarded. If you have ever been ina taxi you will agee that it isa
regrictedto ad LJS @lace.@ the sametime there are thoseplacesthat are & LIJS-O dpike whee conversations happen between strangers, it is a highly verbal
cally designedfor socialspacedike parks and other reareational facilitieswhich are  environment, one whichcanbeU f £ S R itér d@néat timkséizBtrations.
enabling spacesfor socialinteraction. Socialspacesare created in a loose sense,
meaningthat they may occurin a & LIS @lacddhdat a & LIS Girke)dddin a few
moments they can completely disappearfrom the physical space.So the physical
space nay be Uxed, while the socialspace igemporary, mobile and bexible. A social
space theefore hasthe ability to exist in one placetemporarily, disappearand reap-
pearin a dilierent place.Alsothe socialspacehasthe charaderistic ability to charge,
whether it isin size or nature. Essatially two peoplemay be interactingby having a
casual conversation, then a third person joins the socialspaceand it therefore in-
creases. Aourth personthen arrivesand joins the socialspaceand the four people
may decideto charge the activity rom a conversation to playful banter. Becauseof
the bexible nature ofthe socialspace peopleare ableto charge the nature andsize '
of the social spacepantaneousy. .

JEm———

——

Socialspacescan be passve. People may shae a space ina park without physically
interactingwith eachother. A very subtle socialspaceexists betweenthe use's of the
park by the use's simply ackrowledgingthe presence ofone anothe. Socialspaces ‘w —
can alsoalter the physical placeor alter how the physical placeis perceived. Thein-
tendeduseof a physical placecan totally be disregarded throughpeoplessocialpat- Social s.;g)acein‘a *t'; X’I : _ .
terns.Thethingaboutasocialspacédsthat it isanattachment to a physical place.The (http:/hwww.hedgehogswithoutboders.copn
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JARATENG: AnovS Ny of socialactivities

Thejaratais a very distinct kind of a yard in the townshps especiallyin Soweto. This
spaceis one which is highly activated by socialactivities whichare & A ZafitAtdthe
socialpatterns ofthe residents of Soweto. The Jaata is a result of community-held
beliefs andcustomsfrom dilierent vernacularcultures of SouthAfrica, andaboutthe
traditional useof space anchow it shouldfunction. Thejarata is the outside space
which suroundsthe house.lIt is not an inner courtyard but it is a courtyard which
is segmated by the housewhich typically sitsin the center of the site. Theyard is
therefore dividedinto a maximum of four sections.Thee is the front yard which has
alawn. Thenthere is the driveway which covers most of the length of the site on the
sideof the house. Thehird spaceis on the opposte sideof the driveway on the side
of the housewhichis next to the kitchen. Thisspaceis narrower thanthe driveway
space.Thefourth is the backyard which obviouslysits at the backof the yard. Thisis
typical of an average yard found in many countries around the world and the basic
functionsof ayard are similar in diierent parts of theworld and acossvast cultures.
But the jarata can be describedasthe architecture of temporality with varying evels
of density in thekind ofway in which it is used outside of theormal patterns.

The geometry of the jarata can remainthe samerecangularshapebut it is trans-

formedthroughthe dilierent socialactivitiesthat take placein the townshipcultural

context. An overwhelmingmajority of the popukbtion of Soweto residents are black
South Afrtanswho come from indgenous backgunds.They are proud of theirher-

itage so muchsothat even in a modern setting they till have their socialactivities
in their traditionalway. Soweto is describedas a melting pot of indigenouscultures
from SouthAfrica and includingother countries on the African continent. Sothe way

in whichthe jarata is usedfor variousactivitiesin dilierent culturesis similarin terms
of socialuse.Thee are three mainusesof the jaratain a township:weddingcelelra-

tions; funerals and other traditional ceremonies; birth@y celelrations and gradua

tion celelrations. Otheractivities includdiving, playing, backroom accommodation

and tradingin the form of spaa shgs.

GThe Suburbanopen spacecan be characerized by the conU Frations of the three
basicenvironments of yard, the private area of eachhousehold;street; and park,
the collective open environment. Their patterns of use and meaningare complex
and openended,subjectto personal,regional,and cultural variation.£ (Girlingat al,
1994:22).

Thefront yards become collective yardscapesshaed by the residents. Connections
andlinkagesare part of the openspacesystems.Girlingdescribessomeof theseopen
spacesas having no words in the vocabulay to describe thembecausethey come
aboutvery informally (1994:22) Thefront yard iswhere all the publiclivinghappens.

Theconcept of the yard isthe relationshipbetweenthe yard spacethe street andthe
community space.Thesespacesare conneded. Girlingdescribeghe yard spaceasa
reb S O (pflazoyhmunity@ cultures, valuesand attitudes (1994:22) Theyard repre-
sents an indvidual@ public particigtion in the communitywhich they live in.

movement from one yard to the other

[

Back yard outdoor living room

wedding

spaza shop

r l % social space around spza shop

Front yard

casual social space

street

A

funeral

street space for play

Yard dimensions

Yards adjacent to each other
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THEPHYSICA YARD (PHYS'CA. ELEMENSOFA YARD) social spacbetween

1. THEBASCPHYSICA YARD
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2. THEPHYSICA WALL I “ommercialuse b
Basicfunction- to separate insideandoutside I |
space public I
I semipublic/
I private I
g’,_‘ : I
street I
) semipublic/private |
public [ L |
wall types
Fence-transpaent - _ semipublic/private
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public private
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private
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wall as planter and bench

I street

Wall for decorativeuseand functionaluse(Mofolo central, Soweto) (Author's owr)

h__________________
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Dwelling/House

The house is about thatachment of social spaces of which social functieas be
attachedto and it is about thecontrast betweenindoor living and otdoor livirg,
private and public.

Thefence= TRANBARENCY

Thelow wall =PERNEABILIY

The decorative and functionalwall = IDENTIY

The commercialwall =ECONOMLC

Oudoorliving (htt p//ww w.Souhafrica.net)

13



3. THEPHYSICA STREH

— — I
Thestreet in its physical form and function faciliates movement of peopleand more T e O
—_—

& LJScallf cars. Asa social spacthe street can be usedfor difierent functionsand it
istransformedby the event or use.In hisessay titled dTheSptial Structue of Streeli & £
William C.Ellisquotes from the dictionary meaningof the word street, ¢a road in a
town or village running betweentwo linesof houses;usuallyincludingthe sidewvalks
aswell as thecarriage way. Also theroadtogetherwith theK 2 dza Saé¢ oMby c YmMmMp U

Fig. 4

Typical Residential Street Samestreet with cars
Muchmorespace providedfor vehiculamovement than pedestrianuse  (ntp:// www2.iath.virginia.edu)

Street without cars or humanactivity. (http://www.gauteng.net) Samestreet with peopleand activity
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Typesof street threshold The single step threshold otiers
limited use and little social pos
sibilities,it only faciltatesaccess

h

. Street edgewith singlestep

—y

Inthe social sensthe street
can provide seatingwhere

- peoplecan gatherto socialise

Street edgewith morethan onestep

\ ! The street enables access into each yal

Michael Souhworth and Eran BenJoseph(1997:4) indiate that cumubtive U Trelz

have shown that, worldwide, at least onethird of all developedurbanlandis devoted Saially herethe street threshold
to roads,parkinglots, and other motor vehicleinfrastructure. They continue to state can provide an exiting play areafor
children.

that the extensive allocaion of land for circulation purposesin residential areas has
resuted in the depletion of land and an increase inthe economic burden for many
with socialconsequences (1997:6).Tiefore the street asis perceivedin the physical
senseof its primary purposeis not asa liveable space.Beyond its primary function,
the street is a meting placefor neighbous and a @ygroundamong otheruses.

Street edgewith slope

Street threshold L T T T e T e ey



The use and conU Jrations of the township
yard

Thefront yard or garden is usedas a space whee visitors are recewved. Itfunctions
the foyer of the house.Thedriveway isbastally usedasa parkingspace.Thespace
on the opposte sidewhichis closest to the kitchenis usedasan access pait to the

backof the houseandthe backard is usedto washclothesandto dry clothes.Soas
a yard without any major activities istypical of most yards found in other placesin

diCierent cultures.

Thee are afew yard conU Fratmonsfound in thetownshipyard:
Thed Ytch box€ house

The matchbox houseis found in areaslike Dobsonville and Mapetla, Soweto. The
matchbox house is dour room house, typtal of whet istermed apartheid “achitec-
ture”. Thishousesitsalmost in the center of the site. Thefront yard is smallerthanthe
backyard and thedriveway is widerthan theopposte end.

Thesemidetachedhouse:

The semidetachedhouseis found in areaslike White City. In this conU Fration the
yard is divided mto three spacesthe front yard; the driveway; and thebackyard.

Themodernthree bedroom house:

Thishousetype is found in the township areaslike Protea North. Thee are three
typesof conU Fratonswith this housetype where the only ditierenceis the position
ing of the garage. In both typesthe front garden and back/ard are almost the same
size dueto the factthat thesehousesare bigger than the match-box housesand the
semidetached housedn the Ut type the yard is dividedinto four with a garage sit-
ting at the end of the driveway attachedto the house.Thesecond type is the same
conU Tration but the garage sits at the front of the driveway also attachedto the
house.Thethird conU Fration of this type hasthe garage attachedto the front of the

16



house which eatesa squae front yard insteadof arecangularone.

TheSocialyard (activities scenarios)
Weddingcelelrations:

When thee isaweddingin Soweto, it is an event which involvesthe whole commu-
nity. Suroundingneighbousare invited to the weddingandthey shae in the celebra-
tion. Similarpatternshappenwhenit is a ceremonialevent like afuneral. Thepart of
the weddingceremony whichhappensat the yard is the part of the celelration which
happensafter the nuptial ceremony. Thisis the reception. Thereception celelration
happensat the home of the bride. Thisisa A Tafitholthe factthat the bride is leav-
inghome.Atent will be pitchedin the front yard for the bride and groom and family

membes and specialguests. Anothertent will be ptchedeither on the other side of
the front yard by the street edge or in the street directlyfacingthe yard. Thedriveway
can alsobe usedasan additional space&o houseguests or a serving area. The bad-
yard is desigated for cooking.

Wherever it is necessay to pitch atent in the street, arrangements are madebefore
the day of the wedding withthe local authoritiesin order to get permissionto do so.
Neighbous are informed aswell that the street will be closedoi. Everyone in the
community is well aware that there isa weddingasthe weddingprocessionmoves
through the street before reachingthe yard, and people join the processionfrom
neighbouring houses singing andndang. Itis acommunity event.

If the yard spaceis not & dzY i fo$iouseall the guests, onecan askthe adjacent
neighbous andthe onesaaossthe street to openup their yardsin order to accom-
modate the guests. Sonot onlyisthe street anovS Ny spacebut the yardsof neigh
bours become ovS Ny spacesTheyards become oneshaed socialspace Because
of the sociallevels,neighbous are ableto make socialendsmeet by accommodating
one another. Your neighbou @ yard temporarily becomesyour yard easilyaccessible
sociallymore than physically. Theweddingcelelration playsitself out asallive theatre
for peopleto enjoy. Celelyation can go well into the night.

L J. J L 4. J LJ. J LJ. 1

extended guest extended guest oxtended guest

area __area

guest tent pakig PaTIA

area L
Baring  pRkRg Barkng  parking 3

parking parking
extended guest

area

parking  parking parking parking
~extended guest

area

<

1]
m

serving area

1

cooking

TheovS Ny system
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Taking overthe street space in celebrationweddings in Soweto)

A wedding celebration overflowing onto the street (Authors own)

A wedding celebration moving from the yard into the street

(http ://www.sowetolive.co.za)

(http://www.africasounds.com)




Funeal ceremonies

Funeal ceremonieshappenin similar patternsto weddingsspatially. After the cer-

emony hasmoved from the church and the cenmetery, the guests are then invited to

the houseor home of the deceasedA tent is pitchedin the front yard or the street

if necessay andthe cookinghappensat the backyard. Guests usuallyqueuein the

street in orderto get served. Thestreet istemporarily closedin order for the guests to

be accommodated. Peoplewill line up against the walls of the neighbouringhouses,
and neighbous will allow guests to utilize the spacen front of their yardsto eat, so

cialize and parktheir cars.Chuch sevicescanalso beheld in theyard.

Birthday celelrations and graduation ceremonies

Birthday celelrations ard graduation ceremoniesoccpy the driveway area and the

front yard and the cooking happensat the backyard. Theseceremoniesare smaller
than wedding celelrations and funeral ceremoniesso the event seldom needsto

ovS Ny to the street of the neighbous’ yards. Bven thoughtheseevents are smaller
ascompared to weddingandfuneralsthey are till very & A Zafithatb very important

in communitiesin Soweto. Theseevents represent growth not only of the person
who sbirthday or graduation it is but alsothe growth of a community. It alsois sig

Yy Xcdit of an educaion achievement whichis seenassomething almast unattainable
in the township.Thewhole community comestogether in celelration and are part of

the celebration. For a younger child sbirthday celebration a jumping castle is hired

andplacedin the front yard andall the children from the surroundinghousesb 2 @1
comeandhave agoodtime, while the adultsoverlookon the sidelineschatting away.

Plying

Phlying takes placen the front yard and drive-way. If the drive way is large enough,
the spacebecomesa mini socceld S inidis a proteced and controlled playing envi-
ronment the younger children. Theolder children utilize the street and take up both
lanes.Thefront yard canbeaspacewhichdoublesup asatheatre where little children
imitate their favourite movie heroes. They argueover which chaader they would

eachlike to be and they re-enact theirfavourite scenesrom a movie they have just
watched.

Living

Geneal living hapens outside Residents of Sweto move outside fomthe conUy S &
of their housesand the front of the yard becomes aliving room. They simply grab
stoolsandsit on the stoepor the front lawn. Sormetimesthis livingroom movesto the
outer front yard on the street edge. Thisis an opportunity for neighbous to socalize
gossipand passtime. Thisis a spaceof excharge where conversations happenand
storiesare shaed.

Otheruses

Thetownshipyard can alsobe usedfor commercial purposesThisincludesbuilding
additional cottage roomsin the backyard areato rent them out, a spaza shopwhich
is a smallconvenience shogdor the basicbread and milk kind of items,a salonor a
créeche.

Cottage rooms

Cotage rooms, known as @& 0 [+207 Y &ré€ usuallysituated at the back ofthe yard.
Theseroomsare rented out at a price whichthe owner andtenant agree upon. This
concept datesbackto the apartheidera where peoplewho lacked houseswould ask
to build atemparary structure at the backof the yards. In more modern houses with
equipped withgarages,the garage spacewould be rented out.

Spaa shgs shabeensand salons

Spaa shaps occpy the front yard or the garage. The spaza often faceson to the

street andthe spacebetweenthe street andthe spaa shopbecomesa socialspace.
In yards with garages thespaza shop occupiesthe garage spaceand the driveway ¢

dependingon the nature of the businessvhether it is a shisanyamaetc. - can be used
for sitting, braaing of met or arcadecomputer gamesare spreadalong that space.

19



Thespazaisameeting spacewhere peoplehangout to meet andhave conversations.  Birthday partiesand graduation ceremonies
Salons and shabeens also gegthe garage area.

Ceches = e

Qéchesoccupy the garage areaandthe housecan alsofunctionasan additionalday
care centre. Boththe front yard and driveway becomesa phyground.

Smatial analysis

Funeal ceremony
Lt d LJ. Jd L J. J

extended guest extended guest extended guest
area 2 area arie‘e.|
= SR N guest tent BRESNS PHERG

L] parking parkis ‘ parking parking ) / ‘ 7 A o . Bll’thday party
" extended guest ‘extended guest & ~
area | v (http://www.jeanetteversters.com)

Funeral procession in the yard

F . _-| (http://www.enca.com)

serving area

cooking

_ |
!
|

street |

ey L 2§
Tent pitched in the yard
] (http://www.enca.com)

Children @ying in the street

(http://www.jeanetteversters.com) ”
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(Bieker (2010)Sowetq
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Placing thesardsaroundsome
sort of a grid pttern.

Initial concept wasto organise
the yardsaroundthe edge of the
site.

Giving theyardsa loosefeel
making theedge to allow for
circulation to Uter throughinto.




Similar social patterns and spatial use between Lok/vapa and Each lolwapa’servesasa public spaceshaed by the membe's of the community.
the Jaata Each dvelling lirks thespacegogether and brings thecommunity together.

The Soweto townshipyard hassimilar socialpatternsand spatial usesto that of the
lolwapa. The labapa isfound in theSetswanavernacularculture. A typical Stswana
dwelling conskts of three components: the dwelling- which functions asa sleeping
area and storage space;the inner court; and the greater yard which suroundsthe
entire dwelling. Theinner court is calledthe “lolwapa’in Setswanaandit iswhere the
socialactivitiestake place.Thisis the areaimmediately outsideof the dwelling. Anita
Lassonstates that the “lowapa’ consits of amud b 2 ZaMllow lying walls which
suroundthe area(1984:55) Lasson furtherstatesthat the entire yard is consideed
asthe “lolwapa’but is split according to its particularfunctions(1984:55).Theinner
court or “lolwapa’is the living room of the dwelling. It is where most of the activi

Access into the yarc

ties happen,where children play and where vistors are receved. It is a shaed social
space.lt isalsoa practical spacewhich functionsboth in the warm and cold seasons.
Lassongatesthat the spacealsofunctions asa spacewhere ceremonialevents such
asweddingsand funeals happen (1984:57).

v Garden
Thelolwapa’is a spacewhere peoplecansit aroundthe Ure and shae stories.During

the day the grown-ups sit together and shae stories while the children play and at
night the spacebecomes atheatre for storytelling. Usuallythe children would gath-
er around the Ure in the “lolwapa and the eldest mother ¢ beingthe grandmotha-
would share Africantalesto muchof the childrS y @elight. Theouter Yard is cleared
of all bushesand grass andnly big treesare left to provide shadewhere peoplecan
sit down to talkwith neighbous,to eat or just rest during themiddle of theday.

Thespacearoundthe tree encouragesinformal interactionsand conversations where
neighbous shae stories witheachother. Oncea personsitsunderatree,soonafel-
low neighbourjoinsthat person.A passe-by spotsthe two neighbousandjoinsthem

Lolwapa

andthe patterncontinuesin that way. The lolwapa’isa concept of an Africantheatre
where the audienceasthe performerandthe performeristhe audiencelt is a space
where knowledge is excharged. Cooking area
Access into the lolwapa
The lolwapa 23




‘Livingroom’ Celebrations and ceremonies

Storytelling Playground

The Lolwapa is transformed by the specific social event which takes place in
| | | | | | | | | | | ]

., (http:www.knowbotswana.com)

Weddingcelelration

(http:www.knowbotswana.com)
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Similar patterns between the setswana rural dwelling and the
modern township dwelling

outer yard outer yard

lolwapa

Setswana rural dwelling

Township dwelling

« Much like the rural dwelling
most of the living during
the day happens outside
in the inner yard (lolwapa)

- washing area
- cooking area for celebrations

- play area

- wedding celebrations and
ceremonies

- shared space for neighbour

interaction
lolwapa

Comparing the ‘jarata’ to the 'lolwapa’




A Lelavillage in Ghana Nunavillage in Ghana- A semidispased Settlement

Thisexamplecaught my eye becauseit shows the arrangement of the central space  Inthis examplethe dwellingare scateredand clusteredin groups formingcourtyards
as a loose spadeoarded by an edye in the form of individualdwellings sittingiext  asthesepockets of shared spacesilt isin thesespacesvherethe circulation happens.
to eachother. The edje appeashard and thecentre appeas soft. The ciculation is

b dzA R ¢ KdyefisSnudh Kaé controlled. The spaces he are arranged accord-

ingto social @tternsof private and shaed spaces.

Fig. 22

Fig. 23

(Bourdier at al (1985African spaces:design for living in upper vplta

(Bourdier, at al (1985African spaces:design for living in upper vplta
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[Owndesign]

(Authors own)

Thecentral space is surroundedby mixed use
2 e and etail buildings.Thereis a senseof
dispersabndloosenessn the centre.

Conceptual sketch
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TheSocialYard

In terms of the spaceof the yard, the yard hasthe physical element and the social
element. Thephysical element is the spacedemarcated by boundaries Thesocialele-
ment describeghe placeof whichthe architectural elements are the socialelements
andactivitieswhichhappenin the yard. It is placeversusspace Thephysical elements
of the yard make the architecture of placeand the people make the architecture of
the socialspace.

Jaata = physical space
Jaateng = sociakpace

1. Wall (sociallypermeable)

The physical wall sepaates theinside from the outside as expressedearlier but so-

Neighbouiinteraction

Architectural transktion of permeabilityin larger
urban Buildings

cially the wall is a permeable elemat which connects neighbous. The spaces 1-Foro Bario housig, Lelli and Assodii Architettura

around the wall are where conversations happenbetween neighbous and because

of this socialrteractionthe wall becomespermeableand ultimatelyinvisible.

(http://www.archello.com/en/project/foreboaria-housing)
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Inmy own design
having an idea of
stackingbuildingsone
ontop of the other
with gapsin between.

| |

| conceptualdrawingof elevation

e
¥
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2. Mikola adamus quaer cultural centre for Gdansk

Cantilever freesup the
bottom createsa soter
edge and usable space

Ascompaedto a hash
edge creating a had

http:// www.archdaily.com edge

[Owndesign]

Implementing a cantilever in my own
designto create a canopy which ceU y &
walkway.

http:// www.archdaily.com e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = = = = = =
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[Owndesign] _
[Owndesign]

Corceptual perspectiveof permeability- openingup a sectionof the buildingfrom

thebottom thereby increasinghe volumeof the spzce underneath. Corteptual plan - permeabilityallows for freebow of movement throughthe building

[Owndesign]

|
',_J‘ - = ey

o e
Coreeptual section showing threshold.




2. Thestreet space

The street as a space for play

(http://www.jeanetteversters.com)

Thestreet isanovS My space lt is where most of the socialevents which happenin
the yard ovS Ny to. Sothe street andits relation to the jarata becomesvery impor-
tant. Thestreet transformsinto asoccerU S brRcricket pitch. Gamesare tempararily
paused wherver a pasonor a car passedy and there after the gamecontinues.

TheUseof streets

Anne \Vernez-Moudon and Piere Laconte state ¢for any setting, the activitieswhich
occurin it are a function of culture, primarily of a set of ruleswhich are part of the
culture in question. Thesenot only deU y &etting itself, but alsodeU y t®th the rep-
ertoire of activitiesavailableto membe's of that culture andthat subset of activities
appropriate A Yy & 138 O A {(1€B&4)

Theuseof the street in a particularcontext dependsof its socialand cultural context.
The social gternsand cultueswhichexist in a particularcontext has an impact on
32



how the peoplewho live in that particularcontext perceive the street. For examplein
the subuibsthe street is perceivedasa spacefor vehiclesanda spacewhichsepaates
onerow of housesrom another. In the townshpswhere spacesare dense, the street
is perceived asan additional socialspacethat is more for humanuse asopposedto
vehicularuse. The street spacein the townshps is a common area which functions
asa shaed spacerather than a sepaator. Facdors which have led to the street to be
perceived as a social spacefor various activities are a lack of public spaceswith
public amenitiesfor residets in the townshps. In cases where these spaces
existed, the quality of those spacesener quite matchedthat of the street.

The use of Streets is inb dzS y KBy $hR attitu desthat the residents of a particular
context have to sociabilityor resave. Ifresidents are sociablewith their neighbous
then it hasan inb dzS y OH®w tBey will utilise the spacesaround them. Similarly
thiswouldreb S @niresidents who are reseved. Vernez statesthat in settingswhere
reseve and anonymity are the acceted norms then the spaceswhich encourage
sociabilitywill be seenas inhibiting (1983:5).Vernez further states that in settings
where sociabilityis accepted, those settingswhich are appropriate will further inb dz
encewhichactivitiesoccurin the street (1983:5)Inthe townshps of Soweto sociabit
ity isan accepted and highlyembracedaspectof community life. Sociabilityhasto do
with the sharingof spacesand therefore this hasaninb dzS 6t activitieswhich
happenin the streets. Not only is the street a physical extensionof the yard but it is
also a sociatonnedor.

@t Ust, the street seemsto provide a setting for a bewildering variety of activities
and,asaresult, thereisanextraordinary variety of soundssmells sicht, etc. Activities
are extraordinarily varied and are found intermingledat an extraordina@  Uggai@
andin closejuxtaposition.Thestreets are full of people,a great variety of peoplein a
variety of costumes,not only walkingand riding but standing, sitting, squetting, and
lying down; sleepirg, cooking, eating, getting their hair cut or getting shaved; doing
laundry, working, playing, chanting, arguing, bargaining - even prayingé (Vernez, at
al:1983).

Street life at night in Soweto

(Bieber(2010)Sowetq

Vernez statesthat it is culture which structuresbehaviour and helps explainthe use
or non-use of streets and other urban spaces(1983:7).Vernez elabaates by stat-
ing that the use of streets therefore isprimarily culturally basedsincephysical envi-
ronments do not determine betaviour (1983:7).The physical environments are the
physical spacesandthe cultural environments are the socialspacesvhichoccurin the
physical environment. Physical environments are supportive of the socialspaces the
events. Thephysical environmentsare liberated by the socialspacesVenez statesthat
physicakettingsfaciltate the socialspacesut do not or shouldnot inhibit them.

Sandford Andeson states that éstreets have a way of enriching our individual
activities andour collective conception of the urban suroundings we shas §
(1986:115). e pdential of streets to enrich in this way dependson peoples
perception of the street space andtheir understanding or expressionof shaed
space.Steets need sociahdivitiesfor it to be perceivedas a social space.
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Ellisstatesthat the street canactas anexteriorroomin an urban spacgl986:117).

He goeson to state that streets function as pacesaswell aslinks; they incorporate
varioussocialand operational activitiesinto anintegrated and somewhat dzy” & LIS OA U
mix (1986:117)Thestreet and the yard spaceare both generated by buildings.The
buildingsmerely frametheseexterior spaces whichare oftenlinked- andmarktheir

spatial limits. Butit isthe variety of activitieswhichcanhappenboth in the street and

yard spaceor public spacavhich have no limits.

6Oneof the most intriguing designinnovations of the last twenty years hasbeenthe

shaed street or integration concept for residential streets. That the street is prop-

erly a physical and socialpart of the living environment, and is usedsimutaneously
for vehicularmovement, socialcontact, and civic activities, hagong beenarguedby

many authora §¢Souhworth at al, 1997:109) Cetainly vehicularaccesss neededbut

designes shouldU y Rays to make the street more sociallyaccommodating. South

worth and BenJoseph(1997:109)ndicate that in countries suchasthe Netherlands,
Germany, Englandsrael, the integration of tra¥ Cand residential activityin the same
spaceis a concept that stimulated new designthinking and conU Zrations that in-

creasesocialinteractionandsafety onthe street and promote pedestrian movement.

The underlyingconcept of the shaed street is ovS My which leadsto integration,
with an emphasis on eaahsident and thecommunityas a whole.

(http:www.whitehat.com.au)

(http:/lwww.tedchang.free.f) 34



Girlingdescribedhe street spaceasa placeto walk,a socialspaceandaprimary open
spacefor recreation (1994:34) Girlinggoeson to state that a street is a spaceof iden-
{ Eatibn; it is where you live. Steet spacesn the townshiphave their own identity.
Eitherthe street isdescribedby acertainhousewhichstandsout in a particularstreet,
or a popular spaza shop or just the businessof that street. Thee isalways move-
ment in the township streets with a variety of activitieshappeningsimutaneousy.

& {reéits are public thoroughfares, yet they ae also possessedy those who live
alongsidethem. They form the primary web that physically structures andbindsthe
community€ (Girlingat al, 1994:34)

Street life in the townshipis driven by peoplewanting to spendmost of their time out-
doorsandwanting to interactwith their neighbous. Girlingstatesthat the most com-
mon street activities ae informal interactionsand conversations alongthe sidewalk
(1994:3§. Street activities can range from these kinds of subtle social spacesto
more festive activities. Girling expressesthat some streets are more spirited than
others, astheir residents organisemore formal events with annualor seasonablock
parties (199:36). Girling goes on to state that municipaliies grant permits for
tempoary street closue, allowing the roadbedto become alarge community patio
for tables,food, music,and dancing(1994:36)Someof these activitiesare not as
Uked like wed- dings tut can still be accommodated in the street spacebecausethe
street much lke theyard is a loose space.

Inthe past dueto many yearsof alackof parksandreaeational facilitiesin the Town-
ship areasof Sweto, children played in the street. In some instancesthey had to
contest with vehiclesand in other instances withpedestrians. dThe street has stub-
bornly remaineda placewhere gamesare played, with rulesY 2 R A 1d 8 &e social
and physical circumstt Yy O 8Girlingat al, 1994:36).Thereforeresidents are able to
adapt to their physical spacesand modify the rulesin order to accommocdhte their
social need.

4

Salador, Bazil. |
(http://www. wanderirgtrader.com)
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Wedding celebration in the street

(http://www.sowetogospelfans.com)
(http:// www.greenfudge.org The street for living

" A street festival ifindia o ‘ o Herald Squardn New York from a space for carsto a space for people(Gehl

(http:// enwikipediacom) Architects(2010)Ourcitiesourselvey



(http:/%20w
http://www.greenfudge.org/

Before

New Road, Brghton, UK (Gehl Architects (2010)
Our cities ourselves

A street where M

everything
can happen!

3. ThePark- Thebig yard (community)

Not only is the park a common placebut it represents the community. The park is
usuallycentral suroundedby residential. Much like the yard, the parks relation to
the street is fundamental. Thetransitionand graduation from the street to the park
is impotant.

GThepublic parka product of the nineteenth-century urbanization and industrializa-

tion, wasintendedasapieceof country in the city. Theparkwasto actasa palliative

spaceto the urbanlandsape: soothing, healirg, and allowing breathing spacen the

crowded, gowing metropolis- thus parks were known as'¢reent dzy’ 3 a Q at@lp
1994:40.

Girlingstatesthat the role of parkswere physical andsocid, built on anexpedation of
improving the environment, socialconditionsand the humanspirit (1994:40) Girling
continues to state that parks represented a socialideal of public open spaceas a
meeting ground for personsof dilierent socialclasse$1994:40) Thepark asa single
commonspaceis avast and large space.lt can be viewed asthe bigger versionof the
yard. Parks present an opportunity for large community events, large scalerecreation-
al activitiesanda variety of theseactivitiesaswell and civiccelelrations.a numberof
a variety of events can happensimutaneousy. The park hasthe charaderistics of a
yard with avast spaceasits advantage. Boththe yard andthe parkshae similarsocial
patternsand ae connededas spaces as one spamanpliments the other.

Theparkis not only a responseto the conU y* Sdwnshipspace buiit is alsoa com-
mon area whichenhancescommunty life. It is a non-teritorial space.Girling states
that parks can act mae than integrated systemsof greenspacesthey can alsofunc-
tion as fameworksfor community development.

37

DA



[Own design]

I Interpretingthe potential of the relationship of the yard and
lthe street in terms of function on the site

The edge of the building
and street feeding off
each other



