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effect on the redox potential,

the relevant impurities probably formed
8 complex with cyanide,

It is now difficult to predict exactly which species are involved in

setting the redox potential. Experiment A3 showed that the redox

potential decreased as the copper concentration inoreased. On the one

hand the addition of copper reduced the cy.

ever, the change in the cyanide concentr
couldn’t account for

anide concentration. How-
ation was so small that it
the change in the redox potential. It is not
clear Yrom the literature, at this stage,

in the redox potential was observed when co
tion,

why such a large reduction
pper was added to the solu-
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8 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
In this chapter a summary is given of all the conclusions made in this
project. Recommendations are also made for further study in this

field.

8.1 Conclusions

1. From the design procedures used in gold plant design, it seems as
if a lack of understanding of the processes involved still exists,
The need for some accurate knowledge of the processes and mechanisms
involved in the leach process was specifically identified.

2, From the literature study it became clear that the effects of va-
xious variables on the dissolution rate of pure gold are thoraughly
. documeénted., Unfortunately most researchers do not present buroadly
based mathematical models. Furthermore, very little information is
available on the dissolution of gold from a gold bearing oves.

3. The leaching rate expressions given in the literature for the
leaching of gold from gold ore, are all empirical or semi-empirical,
and can therefore not be used for general design or prediective pur-
posas,

4. The redox potential measurements with a Pt electrode are relative-
ly easy to reproduce. The potential measurements with the gold and
the gold-silver electrodes are far less reproducible.

5. From the effect that the oxygen and cyanide concentrations had on
the leaching rate, it was concluded that in the leach experiments, the
reaction was centrolled by a combination of the diffusion rates of
both the oxygen and the cyanide. Because the addition of thallium
did not have a substantial accelerating effect on the leaching rate,
it was concluded that the gold surface was not passivated in the

leach experiments,

6. It was concluded that the potentials, measured with the gold and o .
the gold-silver electrodes, did not glve a true account of the surface ; ‘,,?
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potential of the gold in the ore., This conclusion also signifies that
the measured gold surface potential was not related to the leaching
rate and, therefore, these potential measurements could not be used in
the rate expression.

7. There is no theoretical basis on which the solution redox poten-
tial can be taken as an approximation for the gold surface potential,
However, 1t was found that the leaching kinetics could be modelled
very accurately by using this potential in a rate expression of the
same form as an electrochemical rate expression, i.e,

rate = -kyf[Au)g - [Au]g"[exp KoEredox| ++.[30)

8. The two constants seemed to be related which means that they com-
pensated for each other when the expression was fitted to the experi-
mental data,

9. The explanation for the solution redox potential turned out to be
very complex. From the experimental data it was concluded that the
potential that was measured, was most probably a mixed potential be-
tween the reduction of oxygen and the oxidation of some impurities
present in the solution., It was further concluded that these impuri-
ties were leached from the solids during the experiments and that they
probably formed complexes with the cyanide ions in the solution,

8.2 Recommendations |

L. The possibility of the leaching kinetics of gold ore being model-
led with an elsctrochemical rate expression, cannot be ruled out on
the basis of this project. It is recommended that a gold or a gold--
sllver electrode ig designed, which will give more reproducible
results and which will give a true account of the surface potential of
the gold in the ore,

2. It might be worth doing some more redox potential measurements in
artificial solutions. By investigating the effects of metal ions,
other than cupper, on the redox potential, it might be possible to
glve a better explanation of the redox potential. Only after it has




become known precisely which ions in solution, set the measured redox
potential, one will be able to explain the significance of this poten-
tial in the modelling of the leaching kinetics of gold ore.

3. Valuable knowledge might also be gained from a more extensive ana-
lysis of the solid fraction of the pulp at various stages of the
leach. This will give an indication of the rate at which other mine-
rals dissolve from the ore. It will also show where the refractory
gold is situated,
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The raw experimental data
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Vaal Reef pulp
Volume of pulp: 15 liters

Sparging medium: alr

Temperature: 20 °C

NaGN added: 7.31 g

Airated for » hr before NaCN addition

Time (min) pH El, (mV)
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Vdal Reef pulp
Volume of pulp:
Sparging medium:

15 liters
air

Temperature: 20 °C
NaCN added: 7.31 g
Airated for ) hr before NaCN addition

Time (min)

pH

Eh (mV)

10.45
10.67
10.75
10.74
10.75
10.78
10.89
10.92
10.72

-170
-141
-137
-132
-125
-124
-119
-114
-113

S

o

ST

=




Vaal Reef pulp
Volume of pulp: 15 liters
Sparging medium: air
Temperature: 19 ¢

NaCN added: 7.31 g

Airated for 45 min before NaCN addition

Time (min) pH Ep, (uv) [Au} (ppm)
2 10,86 ~153 0.873
13 L0,90 -135 2.217
23 10.93 -126 2.783
45 11.21 -118 3.774
60 11.22 -117 3,962
90 11,20 -114 4,339
120 11.23 -112 4,627
180 11.19 -109 4,906
240 11..23 -101 5,189
300 11.21 - 5.307




Vaal Reef pulp
Volume of pulp: 15 liters
Sparging medium: 09
20 °¢
7.3l g

Temperature:
NaCN added:

Alrated for 30 min before NaGN addition

Time (min)

pH

Eh (mv)

[Au]

(ppm)

10,66
10.81
10.84
10.85
10.85
10.86
10,86
10.89
10,91
10,93
11.03
11.18
11.24
11,25
11,26
11.27
11.30
11.32
10,95

-119
-110
-105
-101
=99
-96
-92
-91
-90
-88
-87
-84
-81
-85
-84
-82
-87
-85

0.000

2.063

3.228
3.762
4,053

4,369
4,515
4.903
4,903
4,976
5,000
5.243
5,243




Kloof pulp
Volume oFf pulp: 15 liters
Sparging medium: 0,
Température; 20 °¢

NaCN added: 7.31 g

Airated for 30 min before NaCN addition

Eh (mV)

(Au} (ppm)

Time (min) pH
0 11.20
1 11.47
2 11.55
3 11.56
5 11.56
7 11.58
10 11.59
13 11.62
15 11,61
20 11.65
25 11.65
30 11.66
47 11.84
60 11.83
90 11.83
120 11.82
180 11.81
240 11.75

-97
-93
-93
-89
-89
-89
-82
-86
-83
-83
-83
-84
-83
-80
-83
-82
-83

0.000

5.944

12,908

14,617

15,306
15,306
15.510
15.561
15,944
16,020
16.122
16.122




Kloof pulp
Volume of pulp: 15 litets

Sparging medium: 04

Temperature: 19 °¢

NaCN added: 7.32 g

Alrated for 30 min before NaCN addition

Time (min) pH Eh (mV) (Au] (ppm)
0 11.36 - 0.300
1 11.40 -115 3.125
2 11.44 -112 -

3 11,45 -111 -
5 11.46 -108 -
7 11.49 -107 -
8 11.52 -104 11,750
15 11,55 -103 -
18 11,57 -104 14,275
30 11.54 -100 -
39 11.55 -102 15.175
45 11.56 -100 15.175
60 11.57 -101 15,175
90 11,62 -101 15,300
120 11.67 -100 14,675
180 11.71 -99 14,500
240 11.68 -95 15.675
300 11.61 -95 15,675
360 11.50 -97 15.675




Kloof pulp
Volume of pulp: 15 liters

Sparging medium: air

Temperature: 20 ¢

NaCN added: 4,50 g

Alrated for 45 min before NaGN addition

Time (min) pH By (mV) {Au]y (ppm) [Au]g (g/t)
0 11.25 . 0,200 -
2 11.34 -138 1,200 -
3 11,36 -136 . .
5 11.37 135 . -
7 11.39 -132 3,525 -
10 11.42 -130 R -
15 11.43 -131 6,750 -
20 11.45 -125 - -
30 11,44 -121 10,800 .
45 11.42 -120 12.650 -
60 11,39 -116 13.700 -
90 11.30 117 14,950 -
120 11.21 -114 15.250 .
180 10,99 114 15.250 -
240 10.55 112 15,500 -
300 10.39 -110 15,575 .
22h 10.39 101, 17.425 0.25




Kloof pulp
Volume of pulp: 15 Lliters
Sparging medium: air
Temperature: 15 °g

NaCN added: 2.25 g

Alrated for 45 min before NaCN addition

Time (min) pH By (mV) [Au]l (ppm) {au)g (g/o)
11,01 - 0,133 11.1
11.05 -166 . .
11.05 -163 1,000 -
11.05 ~157 - .
11.05 ~-156 2,911 .
11,05 ~151 4,667 .
11.05 -148 6,378 5,98
11.04 -143 g.111 4,31
11,03 -139 10,0867 -
11.01 -137 11.133 1,84
10.98 -133 12,400 .
10.95 -133 12.600 0.70
10.89 -130 13,000 0.59
10,84 -127 13.556 0.69
10.81 -126 13,444 -
10.73 -114 13.889 -
10,28 | -83 14,511 0.29

b 2

A




Kloof pulp
Volume of pulp:
Sparging medium:

Temperature: 19 °C

15 liters
alr

NaCN added: 1.125 g

Airated for 45 min before NaCN addition

Time (min) pH By (mV) {Au]y (ppm) (Aulg (g/t)
0 10.98 - 0.125 10.8
k) 11.04 -l46 1.050 -

5 11.02 <141 - -
10 11.02 -134 2,700 -
20 11.00 -128 5,750 -
30 10,99 -124 7.750 -
45 10.96 «122 9,875 3.33
70 10.90 -120 12,000 1.91
90 10,87 ~119 12.500 -
120 10,89 -116 13,125 0.98
180 10,81 -110 13,625 0.69
240 10,75 -112 13.750 0.57
300 10,70 -112 13,550 0.49
360 10,65 -110 13.950 -
24h 9.99 -34 14.950 0.48











































