
Abstract

This research report examines news media representation of political leadership and governance 

in South Africa between 2007 and 2013, when President Jacob Zuma served his first terms as 

ANC leader and later as the head of state. The research sought to find out what themes and ideas 

exist about political leadership in news media more than 20 years since the advent of democracy. 

Quantitative manifest content analysis is utilised to analyse newspaper articles from the City 

Press, Mail & Guardian, the Sunday Independent and the Sunday Times. The results show that 

media representation of political leadership is most discussed in opinion articles and editorials 

and relies on key democratic concepts such as freedom of expression and freedom of the media. 

The key themes and ideas that emerge include the personalisation of leadership, defining 

leadership, debate on how to lead, Zuma’s own leadership traits versus expectations and it 

became clear that news media evaluated Zuma as head of state or leader of the nation more often 

than as president of his party. 
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