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activities in tho magisterial district 'becomes non—basic. Included 

in "others" are agriculture, transport and sorvicos, all non-basic 

in that order of importance, as well as electricity and construction, 

both slightly basic and unemployed workors.

Johannesburg cannot bo considered as an individual city, 

but must bo seen as tho focus of tho metropolitan area of Johannes

burg (aa dofined by Bureau of Census)^ as tho focu3 of the Y/itwators- 

rand with its inror and outer metropolitan zones arid as tho major 

focus of tho Southern Transvaal, It is, thoreforo, not only for 

oomparativo purposes that several of the tables include the other 

regions aB woll, but becauso "ono cannot regard the position of 

Johannesburg ind its place in the economy of tho Republic as divorced 

from tho rest of tho Southorn Transvaal any moro than ono can viow 

tho region without taking aooount of Johannesburg" (Fair 1965 p33)«

TABLE 6 indicator* Johannesburg’ s regional and national 

significance in I960 using enploymoi t as oriturion and conparos 

Johannesburg with tho Capo Poninsula, the next largest metropolitan 

region. The data will bo analysed firstly, to show Johannesburg’ s 

economic character uid secondly to show its imr>ortanco to the 

othor regions listod.

Johannesburg's economic structure conformed to that of 

tho Southern Transvaal and South Africa in tn. manufacturing was 

more ir^ortunt than commerce whon all gainfully omployod workors 

wore considered, but whon only the Whites are takon into account 

tho pattern of Joh.onnosburg was ruvorsod. This illustrates oloarly 

the relative importance of tho Non-White industrial workors and tho 

White commercial workers. About 30# of the total South African 

workors woro omployod in commerce, manufacturing and mining as com

pared to tho 45# in Johannesburg, tl oroby stressing tho latter's 

importance in those throe aotivitios.

/
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This vaiuo wa3 loos than the 51$ of tho Southom Transvaal becauso 

of the emphasis on comnuroial activities in Johannesburg.

Socn in thoir national and rogioral context, commerce 

and manufacturing in Johannesburg figured very prominently, since 

almost 22$ of all commercial workers in South Africa and 58$ of tho 

commercial workers of tho Southern Transvaal wore employed in 

Johannesburg. Tho correeDonding figures for manufacturing woro 16$ 

rind 39$. Tho3e figures cloarly indioato how indesponsible Johanno*?- 

ourg ie economically to Sou Africa, Au for raining tho values in 

Johannesburg woro low because of the decline of gold mining here, 

but tho importance of tho .71 twaterarand was obvious.

Johannesburg's s u p e r io r it y  as the major urban centro 

In South Africa ia indisputable when compared to tho Capo Peninsula, 

since the former, in all cases, with tho exooption of V.'hito workers 

in transport, omplcyd more peoplo in the various ooonomio activi

ties, especially in commoroo and manufacturing in I960.

Considering total omploymont, about 10$ of all South 

African workers uid 38$  of the Southorn Transvaal's workors woro 

engaged in occupationa In Johannesburg, a truly romarkablo position 

for ono city to hold. It is probablo that by I98O betwoon 45$ and 

49$ of all gainfully omployud V ,1 tos will be in tho Southern 

Transvaal (Viljoon 1963 P50)•

TABLE 7 indicates Joheinnosburg'a rolo in its 

regional and national oontoxt in tormo of gross geographical pro

duct. In all oconomio activities, with the exclusion of the two 

primary activitioa, namely mining and agriouHuro, forestry and 

fishing, Johannesburg*0 suoorierity in 1959-60, was obvious, Tho 

city'a contribution, excluding tho primary activitioa, was not loos 

than 57$ of tho Witwaterarand totals. Although Johannesburg is not 

a centro for hoavy indu3try it wao nuvortholoss responsible for

. .  ./one



one fifth of +.he country’ s manufuc+uring activity. "It  thus appears 

that Johannesburg's position as an ocononio contr.s depends partly or. 

tho physical pro3onco of industries, partly on tho managerial and 

commercial relationship v.ath industries in oth.-.T parts of the coun

try, but preponderantly in tho Southern Transvaal (ar.d in the oaso 

of Mining industry al30 in tho Northorn Orange Freo Stato)" (Van 

Waaedijk 1965 p40»

TABLE 7* Economic Activity in Johannesburg, tho 7iit waters rand
and the Southern Transvaal (Van 7»aasdi jk - 1965 p48) •

Gross Ov ji*aphical Product4 - Percentages of National Total 
1959-60.

Economic Johannes V.'it’.vatoro- Southern Republio

Activity burg. rond++ Transvaal s.;..

financial Institutions 35.1 40.3 52.1 100.00
Trade 26.6 33.4 55.0 100.00
Privato Scrvicea 21.0 30.0 38.8 100.00
Industries, Eloctr:e»

city, Gac on■’ Water 20.1 34.3 49.6 100.CO
Homo Ownership 16.5 27.1 35.6 100.00
Transport and Con

struction 15.1 21.7 29.4 100.00
[Government Services 11.9 IB.8 35.1 100.00
Mining 2.8 36.7 37.9 100.00
Agrinulturo, Forestry

and Fisherios 0.3 1.5 3.1 100.00
Goographical Pred”.*jt 1^.6 27.4 

-------------------------- —

36.6 100.00

+ Baaed on magisterial districts} tho figures include depre
ciation on aosots.

Including Otorholst-r.

B. ECONOiflC F1JNCT10N31

The genora? ooonomio and functional pa-! torn ha3 al

ready boen indicated and it is now no^ >onary to oxamino the various 

activities nore closely. Mining io diooussod first, sinco this ac- 

tivjty was responsible for the initial development of tho area. 

Commercial and manufactured activities will then be analysed since 

both thooo activities have surpassed mining in "baslomi33,‘to tho 

oconomy of Johannesburg, although not in the root of tho Witwaters- 

rand, /l*  Mining...




























































