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Reinforced Concrete
<Uhe “ K E ED O N ”  
System is a simple 
method o f  rein- 
Jorcement  f o r  
Columns and  
Beams, and used 
in conjunc t i on  
with Triangular 
Mesh Reinforce­
ment fo r  floors, 
forms an ideal 
combination.

SELF-SENTERING
and
TRUSSIT M ETAL
for
PARTITIONS,
CEILINGS,
&c.
B RO W N ’s PATENT  
BRICK  
REINFORCE­
MENT.

Reinforced Concrete Beams in New Warehouse ‘ K eedon” System.

SOLE A G E N T :

HERBERT AINSW ORTH JO H A N N E S B U R G
’Phone 356 :: P.O. Box 1553 :: Telegrams: “ A1NSCO”
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E S T A B L I S H E D  1 8 8 5 .

CLAIMS PAID

£ 5,000,000

ASSETS

£ 2,000,000

BY APPOINTMENT

GENERAL
ACCID EN T, F IR E  AN D  LIFE  
A SSU R A N C E  CO RPO RATIO N ,

LIM ITED.
Fire, Workman’s Compensation, Fidelity, 
Personal Accident, Sickness, Guarantees 
and Bonds, Automobile, Life Insurance.

BU IL D E R S  and Contractors should note that the General has been favoured 
with Large Insurances from the South African Manufacturers’ and 

Master Builders’ Association, Ltd. ; also from the principal Municipalities 
throughout South Africa. The business of all Members should therefore be 
placed with this Corporation in order that the greatest benefit may be obtained.

THE “ GENERAL”  IS THE ONLY INSURANCE COMPANY HOLDING
HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL WARRANT.

BRANCH OFFICES—JOHANNESBURG : Commercial Exchange Buildings, Main Street.
DURBAN : Natal Bank Buildings, West Street.
PORT ELIZABETH : Cuthbert’s Buildings, Main Street.

H EA D  OFFICE FOR SOUTH AFRICA :

General Buildings, Greenmarket Square, Cape Town.
t  r—

South African Manager: T. K. OGILVY MITCHELL ■nj

111--------
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Sir.—W e want to get in touch with you and other users who value an up-to- 
date E N A M E L , as we feel sure that you will appreciate this beautiful J A P O L iN  
P A IN T , with its magnificent gloss, remarkable spreading, great elasticity and 
marvellous weather-resisting qualities.

If you are querying this statement, let us send you a 1/6 Tin. say No. 19 Light 
Green (a beautiful colour for flower-pots), which we guarantee will be sufficient to 
paint seven large paraffin tins.

D o not hesitate because the price is low, order a tin from your dealer or direct 
from us. and if not to your utmost satisfcation, we will refund your money.

Upon receipt of a postcard, we will send you post paid, above 5/- 
Portfolio free. ^Please mention this Journal when writing.

The Japolin Enamel and Paint Company,
BOX 190. 235, Pretorius Street, PRETORIA, p h o n e  367.

’Phone 3410.
e>

P.O. Box 671.

PERCY RANSOME,
D r a w i n g  O f f i c e ,

Blue Printing a Speciality.

3 9, M E I S C H K E ’S B U I L D I N G S ,

(Cr. Market & Harrison Sts.) JOHANNESBURG.

C. W . G IO V A N E T T I ,
Paperhanger, Decorator, Signwriter, Glazier, etc.,

P R E T O R IA ,

for Wall Tapers, Paints, Oils, Varnishes 
Muralo, etc. Plate and Slieet Glass.
-----------Tlie Trade Supplied. -------------

124, C H U R C H  ST., P R E T O R IA .
P .O .B ox 7 8 1 .  T e lep h on e  3 8 7

PABCO S/S ROOFING is the well-known and thoroughly tested Malthoid Roofing to
which is applied a special surface of Asbestos.

South African Agents: HIRSCH, LOUBSER & CO., Ld., Johannesburg; WM. COTTS & CO., Durban; MOSENTHAL & CO., 
East London and Port Elizabeth ; MITCHELL, COTTS & CO., Capetown ; and ANGLO AFRICAN CO., Rhodesia.

PABCO S/S ROOFING

The Tea Room, Hiunewood Beach Port Elizabeth.

W ATERPROOF : COOL : ATTRACTIVE : PORTABLE : FIRE RESISTING
Light Green, White or Terra Cotta. Easily Laid.

In answering advertisements please mention “ The African Architect.”
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W . F. Johnstone & Co.
LIMITED,

Timber Merchants.
DURBAN, Natal : P.O. Box 138.
M ARITZBU R G , N ata l: 
JO H AN N E SB U R G : P.O. Box 1896.

LARGE STOCKS OF PITCH & OREGON PINE.

WEIGHTMAN & AMERY,
FLINT LINERS for TUBE MILLS.

We make POLISHED GRANITE COLUMNS, 
MEMORIALS, &c., from our own Transvaal Granite 
Quarries : : GREY, RED or DARK BLUE.

Designs and Estimates Free. Your own Designs made to order.
First-Class Workmanship Guaranteed.

P.O . Box ’ Phone Telegraphic Address :
2027. 529. “ C A P S T O N E .”

A L L  E S T I M A T E S  F R E E .

H A R R I S O N  & Co.

BUILDERS &  CONTRACTORS  
SHOP A N D  OFFICE FITTERS

Smith Street Extension, Durban

GENERAL ENGINEER, 
BLACKSM ITH  AN D  
O R N A M E N TA L ,  y
W O R K E R  O

In Wrought Iron,
Brass and
Copper. s '*

Gates, 
Railings, 

'Balconies, Grilles, 
Vanes, Staircases, 

Casements, Constructional 
Work.

Cor. VON BRANDIS &  ALBERT STREETS, 
JO H A N N E SB U R G .

THOMAS CLARK & SONS
Builders and Contractors, 
J O H A N  N E S  B U  R G .

COLD STORAGE W ORK A'SPECIALITY.

P .O . B ox  6277, Johannesburg;.
T eleph one 2266.

Office & Works: 209, MARSHALL STREET.

P.O. B ox  1 4 2 .  T e l e p h o n e  1 5 7 8

W . H A I N E ,  L im it e d ,
E lectrical E ngineers 6  Contractors.

O f f ic e  a n q  S h o w r o o m  ;

CR ELOFF & JEPPE STREETS, 
JOHANNESBURG.

THE RUBEROID ROOF.
Huber old Roof la lk s  No. 6,

House, Johannesburg, entirely roofed with Ruberoid. 
YY7E give you in this Talk a few important facts 
VV about Ruberoid Roofing— facts that have 

been proved by the best test of all— the test of time.
Study these and consider if Ruberoid is not just the 
roofing you want for the building you are now 
engaged upon.
(1 ) The c lours of Ruberoid, Grey, Red or Green are 

perm anent being an integral part of the roofi i • 
substance. This saves the expen se  o f  the usual 
annual paint ng.

(2 ) It is essentially a permanent roofing, suitable for the 
largest Warehouses, Factories, Public Build ng , 
etc., being weather proof and highly fire-resis»ir-. 
and yet its low  cost and light weight makes it .To 
just the r o o fin g  for Bungalows, Farm Build.n^s 
or S ables, etc.

(3) Its durability is another proved fact, the first Ruherrid 
roofs rf 20 years ago are still giving entire satisfacti n 
and show no signs of deterioration. Ruberoid in 
fact im p rov es  w ith  age  by becoming harder i-nd 
more leathery.

MAY WE SEND YOU THE RUBEROID BOOK OF 
FACTS AND A SAMPLE.

A post-card will bring them to ycu.
S. SYKES & Co., Ltd., Johannesburg, Durban,
Bulawayo and Salisbury. R. B. HENDRY & Co.,
Capetown. DUNN & >CO., East London. 
GR IFFITH S & Co., Port Elizabeth.

Mark.
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European Marble & Granite Co.,
LIMITED.

Quarries & W orks: Carrara (Italy), Aberdeen and London.

Head Office for South Africa :

47, MAIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH.
P.G . B ox 2 4 9 . T e le g ra m s : “  E U R O C O .”

Marble for all Purposes. Enquiries Invited

J. W A R D SHEET
IRONWORKER

P .O . B ox 
3 8 7 .

Estimates Given.

T A N K S ’ 
GUTTERING  

PIPES A  SPECIALITY.

88, ELSTON A V E N U E , BENONI.

25

Inside Back Cover

Sage. F. & Co. ... ... ... ... 2i
South African G ranolithic and Asphalte

Co. ... ... ... ... ... 20
Silvertown Patent India-rubber Tiling ... 27

The European Marble and Granite Co., Ltd. 3

Union Granolithic & Asphalte Co., The ... 6
United Engineering Co., Ltd. ... Back Cover
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Vereeniging Brick & Tile Co., Ltd., The

Ward. J. ... 
W eightm an & Amery

Tower Buildings, West Street, 

DURBAN.

20 22, Dorp Street, 

CAPE TOWN,

All Builders and Contractors use

CERESIT CEMENT AND CONCRETE 
WATERPROOFER

in preference to others, because Ceresit 
is in Paste form and therefore is the most 
effective and the simplest to use. It 
requires no skill—no extra labour, and is 
quite inexpensive.

Obtain the interesting Ceresit Booklet free from: —

A . H. JO H N SO N  &  Co., Ltd.,
Corner Von Brandis and Main Streets, 

JOHANNESBURG.

In answering advertisements please mention " The African Architect,”
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E X P A N D E D  STEEL
FOR

C O N C R E TE  : :  : :  
REINFORCEMENT

Specified by the Government & Leading Architects

Supplied in Flat Sheets Ready for Laying

NO LOOSE STRANDS.

I □
W E ARE THE SOLE AGENTS.

JENKINS & Co.
JOHANNESBURG CAPETOWN

And at DURBAN.

P.O. B ox  6 3 ,  JE P P E S T O W N . P hone 4 3 9 9 .  Estim ates Free.

H. HANSEN &  Co.,
E L E C T R IC A L  E N G IN E E R S  

A N D  C O N T R A C T O R S  :: 

287, MAIN STREET, JEPPESTOWN.

RADIATORS MADE TO ORDER.

IRONS, KETTLES and LAMPS always kept in stock.

supply Mouldings to the Building 
Trade is my special line. Have your 
Mouldings run well and save labour.

Quotat'ons free for any quantity in all lengths

R. HEGGIE sawmill
Ordnance Road, Durban

’Phone No. 1300.

Bills of Quantities, 
Specifications, etc.

D. C. G O RV EN
lLate H. M. W H IT E M A N )

G E N E R A L  E N G IN E E R  
A N D  C O P P E R S M IT H

574, WEST STREET, DURBAN
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N E W  D U T C H  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H . G R E Y L IN G S T A D .

This Church was the subject of competition among Transvaal Architects early in 1912. Mr. Herbert Baker, F .R .I.B .A ., the 
Assessor, awarded the 1st Premium to Messrs. Cowin and Powers, A .R .I.B .A ., Architects of Pretoria, from whose designs the 
building has been erected at a cost of £10,000, and is a distinct departure from the style of architecture hitherto adopted for Dutch 
Reformed Churches in South Africa. The Architects have designed this building in a simple treatment of English Gothic, as being the 
most suitable for a country church, using a local freestone, quarried near the site, for the walling, which has been executed in rock­
faced shoddies in irregular courses, wilh dressed stones to windows and doorways. The Clock and Bell Tower, which forms an 
imposing feature, is roofed with Italian pattern tiles manufactured at Vereeniging. The Church possesses a very fine Organ, built by 
Mr. W . Kemp of Pietermaritzburg, costing £1,100. The organ chamber, which is placed above the vestries, provides for the organ 
in two sections. The great organ and swell organ being placed one on either side of the Rostrum, while the Console is on the floor 
of the Church central and ^immediately below the Rostrum The Rostrum Front, Organ Case and Organ Console are executed in 
Teak, from the Architects’ design. The difficulty in providing artificial lighting for a building of this description has been met by 
installing a petrol air gas plant, executed by Messrs. Barker and Smith of Pietermaritzburg. The Pendants and Fittings, which are 
of black iron with incandescent burners, were supplied by Messrs. Hughes & Co., Architectural Specialists, of Johannesburg. The 
General Contractor for the work was Mr. G. van Reenen Mostert of Pretoria. Mr. J. T . Warren acted as Clerk of Works.
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! p°«“ T. M1DGLEY ,p“  1 Telephone No. 694. Private Address : 13, Paterson St;, The Hill.

BUILDER A N D  CO N TRACTO R W. E. DAMERELL
Estimates free for all classes o f  Building work. 
All Country Orders receive prompt, personal and 

careful attention.
JO INERY W O R K  E X EC U TE D  FOR THE TRADE.

Practical Sanitary and Municipal 

:: Wa'erworks Plumber ::

E L E C T R IC  J O IN E R Y  W O R K S  : 111, RUSSELL ROAD, PORT ELIZABETH
2 4 5 ,  U M B I L O  R O A D ,  D U R B A N J o b b in g  D o n e . E stim ates G iv e n  f o r  C o n tra c t  W o r k .

’Phone 1255. P.O. Box 1605, Johannesburg. C. COLLINS,
Thos. Douglas

B u ild e r  a n d  C o n t r a c t o r .

S T O N E  M E R C H A N T  
a n d  C O N T R A C T O R .

Office: 252, COMMISSIONER STREET, Johannesburg
Works : Commissioner, Green, Fox and Berea Streets.

T e le p h o n e  1 4 7 5 .

Workshop and Office

FORD & COMMISSIONER STREETS, FA1RVIEW.
Estimates gii'en jrr any description oj Stone, Slate, 

Marble or Granite Worfy. 
i

JOHANNESBURG. 
Office*: 5 4 ,  S A U E R ’ S  B U I L D I N G S .  

W ork. : P O L L Y  S T R E E T .

Telegrams : “  Granolithic.

P.O. Pei 2665 .

Phene 2408.
V 5

Contractors for all 
kinds of

FLOORS AND SIDEWALKS

C O N C R E T E , G R A N O L I T H I C ,  

A S P H A L T I C  &  A S P H A L T E , & c „  & c .

“  MALTHOID ” Roofs a s p e c ia l i t y .

---------- T H E  ---------

Vereeniging Brick & Tile Co., Ltd.
Wire-cut and Pressed Building Bricks,
Fire Bricks, Fire Clay, Blue Paving 
and Stable Bricks, Salt-glazed Pipes, 
and F it t in g s  of a ll dim ensions.

Head Office : VEREENIGING.
Town Office: LEWIS & MARKS’ BUILDINGS.

Corner President and Simmonds Streets, 
---------J O H A N N E S B U R G . ------------

P .O . B o x  4480. T e le g ra m s : “ C O V E R .” Telephone N o. 166

ARCHITECTS should alw ays definitely specify this LACQUER-ENAMEL, toget er with PARIPAN FILLER for priming and Undercoating, for the Painting of all Walls, Ceilings and Woodwork in 
Houses and Public Institutions. Already used in several leading South African Hospitals. Paripan has a  reputation of 25 years. GLOSSY or FLAT (dull). White and all colours. Durable in all 
trying climates. Artistic and both qualities are sanitary and washable. Sole Makers : RANDALL BROS., London. South African enquiries for Booklets, Prices and Colour Charts should be 
addressedto S. PARKER-FOX, Mansion House Chambers, CAPE TOWN.

In answering advertisements please mention “ The African Architect.’’
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P.O. Box 524. Telephone No. 966.

Office and Workshops :
6, JOUBERT STREET, SOUTH.

George Begg,
BUILDER AN D  CONTRACTOR, 

JOHANNESBURG.

New Town Hall for Maitland, Cape Town.
Mr. John Parker, Mayor of Capetown, recently 

performed the opening ceremony in connection with 
Maitland’s new Town Hall. He said it gave him the 
greatest pleasure possible to come down to Maitland 
to open ..their new hall. He congratulated the resi­
dents on having such a fine assembly room in which 
they could meet for social and other public purposes. 
He thought it was a fine example of the public spirit 
of Maitland in erecting such a structure, and it was 
quite in keeping with the larger loyalty that should 
follow their incorporation with the Mother City of 
South Africa. (Cheers.) He hoped it would not be 
long before the buildings which had been erected to 
serve as municipal offices would also be utilised for 
the purposes of a public library, where the residents 
might come to read the literature of the day and scan 
the daily papers.

Description of Building.
The hall is designed on Renaissance lines, with 

that simple dignity and repose so often lacking in our 
public and other buildings; it forms a perfect and 
fitting artistic ornament to its immediate surround­
ings. It contaips a fine assembly hall, seating 450 
people on the ground floor and 120 in the gallery. 
This hall is roofed with a “ waggon-headed ' ’ ceiling m 
steel, and the acoustic properties have been provided 
for by the main trusses projecting below the ceiling 
in the shape of curved ribs, supported on stone cor­
bels, thus forming an ornamental finish and effectu­
ally providing breaks which intercept the sound waves 
and so prevent echo. The provision of a large and 
roomy stage may here be specially mentioned, which 
is suitably arranged for dramatic performances and 
provided with dressing rooms, lavatories, kitchen and 
other convenient offices in connection therewith.

The principal facade faces the Main Road, from 
which it is well set back, allowing for a broad drive 
up to the main entrance and columned portico, on the 
right and left of which are various offices, cloak­
rooms, etc., leading off from the central vestibule. 
In addition to this main entrance, private entrances 
are separately arranged to these offices, and a strong­
room has been constructed in a basement storey to 
accommodate records and valuable documents of the 
district. One of the special features of the building 
is the arrangement of double entrances provided at 
each end of the structure, whereby audiences can 
enter from either the Main Road or from the railway 
station, and in addition to these there are emergency 
doors to further enable rapid and easy exit when 
required. Some interest is attached to the reinforced 
concrete gallery, and the manner in which the archi­
tect, Mr. C. H. Smith, A .R.I.B.A ., has contrived to

arrange it in one clear span, and also the compact 
arrangement of the bioscope operator’s room, placed 
immediately behind the gallery on the outside of the 
building, the whole being in absolutely fire-proof con­
struction. There are doors leading from the gallery 
on to a promenade roof extending over the front block 
of buildings, and a similar promenade is arranged at 
the reverse end, and overlooking the railway station. 
These roof promenades, with all the main construc­
tion of the work, together with stairs to gallery, are 
all executed in reinforced concrete,which the architect 
has introduced with such success into so many build­
ings at the Cape and other parts of the Union, and 
which scientific system of construction is now being 
so extensively used in all the most important buildings 
of other countries.

The assembly hall is roofed with patent vul­
canite shingles, producing a pleasing effect, and 
surmounted by a large ornamental ventilating fleche, 
constructed in teak, capped with sheet copper. All 
air shafts are gathered into this fleche, conveying 
the vitiated air from the various outlets connected 
with the system of ventilation, which in all apart­
ments has received special consideration and atten­
tion.

An electric light installation has been installed 
throughout by Messrs. Woods, Westerton and Co., 
and a special floor laid in the assembly hall con­
structed on ballroom lines. In the hands of Mr. 
George Bradford, the builder and contractor, the 
work has been most thoroughly and substantially 
carried out in all its details, without any extra cost 
being incurred during the operations.

•vfu

<**«ERTrfT]rarrmADAMs
idoorU]J M psprings

Approved by the Architects Technical Bureau.

D O O R  SP R H #£S  
V E N T IL A T IN G  

G E A R IN G . 
P A N IC  BO LTS.

M E T A L
C A S E M E N T S .

B R A S S  F O U N D R Y

L O C K S A N D  
F U  R N I T U R E

H IG H -C L A S S
A R C H IT E C T U R A L

A N D
N A V A L  FITTIN G S, 

ETC.

63
F IR S T -C L A S S  

M E D A L S  

A N D  D IP L O M A S .

N E W  C O M P L E T E  

C A T A L O G U E  

F O S T  F R E E  

O N

A P P L IC A T IO N .

Chosen for the New General and Head Post Offices. London. Glasgow 
Manchester. Liverpool, etc., the Houses of Parliament, London the 

Guil .'hall.

R O BER T  A D A M S
Engineer, Manufacturer and Patentee.

Works arid Offices—

3 & 5, Emerald St., LONDON, W.C., Ergland.
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K A H N -B A R S . H Y -R IB  

K A H N  RIB B A R S.

General Fire Appliances
--------------------------  Limited --------------------------

SOLE AGENTS IN TRANSVAAL AND O.F.S. FOR

The Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd.,
---------  R EINFORCED CON CR ETE SPECIALISTS.

119, Marshall Street, Johannesburg.
P.O. Box 1158. Telegrams : “ ZONATURA." ’Phones, 4881 & 4882.

Designs submitted for all classes of Reinforced 
Concrete Work at shortest notice.

HY-RIB and KAHN-BAR CATALOGUES FREE 

ON APPLICATION.

Reinforced Concrete Beams, Slabs and Columns 
on “ KAHN ” System,

Town Hall, Johannesburg.

SOLE AGENTS FOR

THE GAMEWELL FIRE ALARM.
Large Stocks of Fire Apparatus on hand.
Valves, Hose, Chemical Extinguishers, &c.
-------------Write for particulars -----------------

A

HUGHES & CO.
£>1' ARCHITECTURAL SPECIALISTS

M ARLBO R O U G H  HOUSE  

Eloff Street, Johannesburg
r iT

P.O. Box 4329 Tel. ‘ PARQUET’’ Telephone 4901

m  PEC1AL1T1ES STEEL
SASHES & CASEMENTS, 
ORNAMENTAL IRON­
WORK, COLLAPSIBLE 

GATES, E L E C T R I C  F I TTI NGS,  
FURNITURE AND FITTINGS, 
SCHOOL FURNITURE, MARBLE 
& MOSAICS, REVOLVING DOORS

A R C H I T E C T S '  D E T A I L S  
A C C U R A T E L Y  E X E C U T E DSTEEL CASEMENTS, LANTERN AND ROOF LIGHTS 

SUPPLIED BY HUGHES & CO-
D e s i g n s  a n d  E s t i m a t e s  F r e f
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THE T W O  VOICES.
“ Uniformity be damned! ” said the Architect, “ it’s a form of degeneracy.

“ That,” replied the Quantity Surveyor, “ is hardly an up-to-date notion.”

“ Say that my views belong to the Middle Ages,” rejoined the Architect, “ and 
the sneer is complete! ” There was a pause. He continued. “ Don’t deprecate 
my accepting your logical meaning. It doesn’t hurt me. To prove a thing 
‘ up-to-date ’ is, according to modern conceit, to prove it the highest achievement 
in its class. So little of a modern am I, that I believe the ‘ up-to-date ’ could 
often be profitably exchanged for the ‘ out-of-date.’ ”

“ It puzzles me,” said the Quantity Surveyor, ‘Ho understand quite what you 
are driving at.”

“ Well, here as you say—are the Master Builders agitating both profession 
and public with a view to securing Uniform Conditions of Contract. Uniformity, 
that is my objection. Make any craft or business procedure uniform, and away 
goes the brain and vitality of that craft or business.”

“ I cannot see,” said the Quantity Man, “ that Conditions of Contract,
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uniform or otherwise, are anything but a mere instrument of business, and by no 
means the craft or business itself. You might as well argue that a craft will 
suffer by the use of tools of which the general pattern is uniform. And, you know, 
even in the Middle Ages there was a fair amount of uniformity in that respect.”

“ Thanks—but I will grant you that fact further back than the Middle Ages. 
Ictinus and Phidias, and before them the Pyramid Builders, probably saw masons’ 
chisels of a pattern hardly varying in their day. But no two masons ever held 
a chisel exactly alike, and their methods have always varied sensibly to the 
temperament or mood of the chiseller, and to the temper or grain of the material. 
Put that same chisel into a power-driven machine, and you get the characteristic 
‘ up-to-date’ product—machine-made carving on stone and wood, machine-made 
furniture, etc.; all brainless, lifeless, unvarying, and capable of repetition 
ad infinitum, like the tunes on the barrel-organ and the pianola. My poor 
mediaeval soul cannot stifle a groan at these depravities—these uniformities—of 
modern so-called Art.”

“ Well, sir ! ” laughed the Quantity Surveyor, “ I will not trespass within your 
province of Art. But you will admit that Building, as carried out to-day, is a 
matter of Business—often of very keen business—and that a mechanical 
uniformity tends to success and efficiency of procedure in Business.”

There was a pause before the Architect replied. Then he said slowly—“ That 
question would require a book for full answer. More shortly, the answer is both 
Yea and Nay! I f you doubt that Nay, I have to remind you that Business has 
its Art side—oh no! o l 'a m  not pulling the argument on to architecture! You 
may call that Art side, if you choose, the Romance of Business; there are the small 
and the great romances, and they proceed out of individual resource, inventiveness, 
and enterprise—the magic of the tiny human brain! And as a Business Man— 
if I had the right to call myself one—my objection to uniform conditions of 
contract would be the advantage given to the lazy Building Contractor, as well 
as to the lazy Architect; too lazy, that is, to use their brains. Moreover, the really 
great business of Building can hardly be confined within the rigid inelastic 
principles of a contract which will be uniformly applicable to great and small, to 
all conditions and requirements,”
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“ Master Builders say it can ! ” said the Quantity Surveyor, “And you will 
not say, judging upon achievements, that South African Master Builders are 
fools. No, I thought not S ir!”

“ N o !” said the Architect, “ I have the greatest respect for them. So, 
however, I also have for the architects of the United States. Week by week, their 
professional journals illustrate the deadly uniformity of their modern public 
buildings. Applied Order and Cornice everywhere, to Banks, Post Offices, 
Schools and Capitols: Orders diminutive, Orders normal, and Orders most 
gargantuan! All grinding out the same tune! It’s the way to ‘ make a pile 
quick,’ I suppose. But even that is bad business, for there will be a recoil which 
must affect the entire profession. At present, I read, they are seriously con­
sidering a proposition to standardise public buildings! Perhaps, in their own

(I
sphere, our Master Builders wish to parallel these exploits.”

“ Would it not be fairer,” urged the Quantity Surveyor, “ to say that, so far 
from that being the case, they are endeavouring to profit by a summation of their 
individual experiences? It has not always been the Builders’ lot to find fair 
Conditions of Contract awaiting him after the acceptance of his tender, and a 
few here and there have been ruined by what may be termed a legal trap.”

“ I know those legal traps. There is one for the architect in our Institute’s 
form. I got caught four years ago, and have not used it since.”

“ Well,” said the Quantity Surveyor, “ we are both invited to a round-table 
conference, as delegates from our respective Institutes, to dikcuss this matter with 
the Builders. Don’t you think there is something of good to be achieved ? After 
all, the Courts give judgment on all kinds of Building Contracts nowadays, and 
those judgments get quoted as precedents on quite other Contracts. And you 
know what the Law is.”

There was a long pause.

“ I shall attend the Conference,” said the Architect.

11
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T O W N  P L A N N IN G .

B E A U T Y  A  H U M A N  D O C U M E N T .

TH E “ GRAN D M A N N E R ” FOR SOUTH AFRICA.

BY MR. HERBERT BAKER.

The Imperial Health Conference and Exhibition, which was held at the 
Imperial Institute in May last, under the auspices of the Victoria League, was 
notable in exemplifying the practical character of the work which the League is 
pursuing in the Dominions. At the opening session, after the Countess of Jersey, 
who is the president of the League, had welcomed the delegates, the Conference 
was opened by Mr. Harcourt, Secretary of State for the Colonies, and then an 
address was given by Lord Bryce, late our Ambassador to the United States. 
Subsequent sessions were devoted to the discussion of the three subjects which the 
Conference had been called to consider. They were : Housing and town-planning, 
the care of child-life, and the child as wage-earner. South Africa made a 
substantial contribution to the discussion in the paper on town-planning by Mr. 
Herbert Baker, and that on workmen’s houses and model dwellings in South Africa 
by Mr. J. M. Solomon.

Mr. Baker’s paper was as follows : —

A  New Science, but an Old Art.

In Greece the city, which was there the State, was defined as a place “ where 
people live a common life for noble ends.” To the ever-widening tendency of the 
national entity due to the political growth of nations and the shrinkage of the 
world, resulting from the inventions of mechanical science, and the consequent 
weakening of civic patriotism, the difficulties in the way of the creation of beautiful 
cities can no doubt be largely attributed. Against this loss of civic patriotism 
can be set, as a gain, the increased knowledge of the subject of civic hygiene and 
town-planning, which has grown by such leaps and bounds during the present 
generation. It is a npw science, but the Renaissance of an old art.

From the hygienic point of view, the problem is a less acute one in the new 
countries of the Empire than in the old. There have been few restraints in the 
selection of sites for the cities of the nations of the new world. Those which have 
been chosen for reasons of defence, as in older civilisations, have been the exception 
rather than the rule. The cramped sites which the enclosing walls of fortifica­
tions demanded, with their attendant evil of narrow winding streets, have 
therefore in the main been avoided. Air and sunlight is, or could be, the birth­
right of every Colonial-born child. We Colonials must be thankful for all this. 
But the rocks ahead are none the less, and this congress will have proved of 
inestimable value to the Empire if, by helping to forewarn, it may teach the
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citizens of the Dominions to forearm themselves against dangers which a want of 
knowledge and foresight may so easily bring upon them in the future.

We were told at the International Town-Planning Conference of 1910 that 
in the most congested area of New York there are 750 or 4,000 persons per acre, 
in Paris 430, and in London, which we all know is bad enough, 360. Who, two 
generations ago, could have thought that New York, which must then have been 
almost a garden city, would have become at the present day, in parts at least, the 
most overcrowded city in the world '■ We have learned on good authority that 
much of the enormous sums spent annually by London’s schemes of progress would 
not have been necessary had the splendid plan for rebuilding and replanning the 
city compiled by Wren, after the great fire, been adopted; or if two or three 
generations ago even, inspired by his plans and ideals as to what the city should 
liave been, they had created Schools and Commissions of Town-Planning.

We have read quite recently that, even in beautiful Paris, in spite of all that 
the French genius achieved after the destruction which revolutions brought upon 
the city, the authorities have found it necessary to authorise an expenditure of 
forty millions, mainly for the purpose of correcting the1Wanders of the past. 
These are examples, out of multitudes, of want of foresight, On the other hand, 
the capital of the United States was saved by the wisdom of General Washington, 
who, when the city was founded, employed a French architect, L’Enfant, trained 
in the great school of Le Notre, the French master of landscape design, to lay out 
a comprehensive plan for the new Washington. It is noteworthy that a recent 
committee of experts reported that L’Enfant’s plan could not even now be 
improved upon. Unfortunately, the ideals inspired by Washington and worked 
out by L Enfant soon faded away, and a period of short-sighted commercialism 
and individualism followed. The land on the great squares and vistas, as 
designed by L Enfant, was sold to the highest bidder, and used for the most 
inappropriate purposes, without any regard to the common weal or to the big 
idea, The result has been that vast sums have been recently spent on expropria­
tion and rebuilding. A railway even had to be moved, and a new one tunnelled 
under the hill of the Capitol at enormous cost,

Where Municipal Committees Fail.

We can learn from every page of the history of town-planning that there is 
no art which in the long run is more profitable to a city, nor any field in which 
good seed, well sown, will ultimately reap a richer harvest, But the husbandman 
must relax his efforts neither in the summer of enthusiasm nor in the winter of 
discontent which must inevitably follow. Continuity of a definite policy spread 
over a long period is the essential of success. Commissions of the best men, as 
some English and many more American cities have come to realise, must take the 
place of ephemeral Municipal committees, the members of which, however 
excellent public servants in other respects, are not often elected for their expert 
knowledge nor for their long vision. The cities of our Dominions should ponder
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well over the fate of the older cities of Europe, and even the comparatively modern 
New York, or a like fate may overtake them—nay, will most certainly do so, when 
their hopes of prosperity are realised, unless each city contains a body of patriotic 
and long-sighted citizens, who have a prophetic vision, and have the courage to 
work long and persistently for its realisation.

The British people have one fortunate tradition in their favour. This is the 
principle of “ one house one family ”—the cottage instead of the tenement unit— 
enshrined in their hearts, and it is their boast that “ Every Englishman’s house 
is his castle.” At the Conference mentioned above, foreign representatives were 
very insistent on the value of this principle, which they looked upon as a great 
national asset, and advised Englishmen jealously to guard against any encroach­
ment upon it, The Germans at the Conference pointed out that, although their 
tenement system produced greater uniformity of street planning, which might 
seem better in theory, yet it did not in practice lead to civic beauty nor to the 
welfare of their citizbiis. American experts attributed the growth of slums and 
unhealthiness of many of their cities to the baneful system of flats. Fortunately 
a sound British prejudice has prevented its introduction to any serious extent into 
the colonies. • i

I he author must apologise to the Congress for the somewhat discursive and 
sketchy nature of this article. He attempts to deal with town-planning less from 
the scientific and hygienic, and more from the idealistic and artistic point of view. 
He is well aware, however, that art and science cannot he separated. Beauty and 
hygiene are as interdependent in the organism of a city as beauty and health in 
the human body.

Anyone who has attempted to plead the cause of Art in the city with repre­
sentatives of governments and municipalities knows that he is usually met with 
the answer, “ Oh ! you can’t expect us all to he artists.” Now, that answer is based 
on a misconception of the true meaning of art. This misconception accounts for 
so much that is wrong at the present day in odf relation to art generally, and 
especially to civic art. In her excellent book in the Home University Library on 
Art and Ritual, Miss Harrison has shown that all art was originally based on 

the ritual dance, of which our old English Maypole is, or was, a survival. These 
dances were at their beginning the expression of the emotions of all the inhabi­
tants of the community hamlet, village, or town— in what was of common interest 
to them, change of season, fecundity, birth and death or war. Such common 
interests of the social unit are not entirely dead, in spite of all the adverse 
influences of modern civilisation, and our common feeling as a social community 
should still seek some expression in the creation of beautiful cities. Art is the 
interpretation and the expression of the life of the people; it has no real 
permanent existence apart from this “ li fe ” ; it has primarily little to do with the 
aesthete, the connoisseur, or the dilettante. “Art for Art’s sake ” is an alluring 
but a dangerous doctrine, which has helped little the progressive cause of art in 
its higher mission. It may lead us along “ the primrose paths of dalliance,” hut 
not up the steep and thorny road to heaven. Art in its wdder application
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includes everything which man creates for the common joy and the common weal. 
1’iie well-meaning Philistines, therefore, who are too often1 responsible for the 

creation of our cities, are, in spite of their protestations'to the contrary, artists 
atter all, but, alas! very bad ones. fheir work does hold “ the mirror up to
nature, but mirrors only the more practical or material !side of our lives as 
citizens. 1 lie soul, or the higher and more spiritual side, too often goes 
unexpressed in the work of art, which is our city.

j-
The Culture of the Greeks.

f he ruins of the old cities-of Greece still bear eloquent testimony to the culture 
of the Greeks; those of the Roman Empire to the civilisation which flowed over 
the world from the fountain source of Rome, and the romantic glory of 
mediaevalism can still be read in most of the old cities and villages of Europe. It 
is good for us at times to cast the mind forward and reflect what will history 
record of the ideals of the citizens of the British Empire of to-day.

Modern democracies, who now wield the powers once held by the more auto­
cratic builders of the great cities of the world, have yet to realise that the political 
changes which have given them the power have also imposed on them corresponding 
obligations. They have yet to learn to emulate the taste and skill and love and 
pride in their city of the old despots, to whose patronage of the arts and of artists 
we owe those beautiful cities which are still the wonder and admiration of the 
world.

Mr. John Burns, the late Secretary of the Local Government Board, than 
whom no one has done more to advance the cause of the architectural beauty in its 
wider sense, which includes both the building and its setting, has said : “ It is not 
an accident that the beautiful manor house, the restful vicarage, the stately homes 
of England, and the beautiful public schools and colleges, have turned out the 
Miltons, the Ruskins, the Kingsleys, the Morrises, the Nelsons, the Newtons. 
Environment in youth has an enormous influence on the personal and civic 
education of the future citizen.” When the Town Planning Conference visited 
Cambridge, where the group of colleges by the river is one of the finest examples 
of architectural setting in the wrorld, a French representative, on entering the 
great courts of Trinity College, exclaimed, “ Now I understand how England gets 
its great men. I f  this necessity of artistic environment is felt so strongly in^the 
old countries, which are comparatively overwhelmingly rich in arf, how much 
more must the need be felt in our new civilisations in the making, which the 
British people are building up over the seas. While we all admire the inde­
pendence and strength of character of the sons of the Dominion, we must admit that 
they are sometimes a little deficient in reverence and respect for what is outside 
their immediate lives and environment, An upbringing and training amidst 
surroundings of orderly architecture and landscape gardening would undoubtedly 
be a great factor in correcting this deficiency in their character.

It may be thought that in the new countries with their “ great spaces washed
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with sun,” which surround every town, beauty within the city is of loss 
importance. The love of wild nature is of comparatively modern growth. It has 
been generated by the intolerable oppression of the overgrown and overcrowded 
European cities. We know the often-quoted example of the Italian artist, 
Benvenuto Cellini, who, when travelling through Switzerland saw nothing but 
harshness and ugliness in the mountains, which is a common-place with us to 
regard as so beautiful. It is significant that Ruskin, with all his passionate 
enthusiasm for nature, should have written: “ No scene is continually and 
untiringly loved, but one rich by joyful human labour; smooth in field, fair in 
garden, full in orchard; trim, sweet and frequent in homestead; ringing with 
voices of vivid existence.” This was called forth by his attempt to imagine some 
mountain scenery in the Italian Alps, which grew out of its base of foothills and 
valleys rich in human effort and history, transported to the wild, untamed Rocky 
Mountains, where to him all its beauty seemed to vanish like “ the baseless fabric 
of a vision.”

•\ j ■ > * 4 1 ■

The most beautiful wild natural scenery, love and value it as we must, does 
not wholly supply the place of beautiful cities in the training of men and nations. 
It cannot give us “The common life for common ends.” The art and culture of 
Athens grew oiit of such a community of city life. It was the same in Alexandria 
and the Hellenic cities and the towns of Italy and the Netherlands. The present 
reaction in favour of a country life, which is caused by the ugliness and congestion 
of our modern cities, can, and has been, it may be thought, carried to an extreme. 
It is the full life imthe ideal city, rather than that of the country, in spite of all 
its blessings, which is destined, we may well believe, to carry civilisation and 
culture up on to the higher plains of future progress.

,i!i
New Cities of the Empire.

Nature has modelled nothing finer in scale, line, form, and colour, in stretch 
of plain, range of mountains, and sweep of curving sea-shore, than the view over 
the Cape Flats, which divide the mountains of the Peninsula of the Cape of Good 
Hope from those o f the mainland. Yet for the completion of this beautiful 
picture we must wait for man to bring in the magic of his art. Until then this 
landscape will never make quite the same high appeal, as wdiere art has fulfilled 
its mission of perfecting nature. We may compare, for instance, the valley of 
the Po, and, in smaller scale, the Wealds of Kent and Sussex, or for pictorial 
example, turn to the landscapes of Turner, which almost invariably are full of 
human life and art. I he Cape Flats, as they are, would not have inspired 
Shelley with his exquisite paean written from the Euganean Hills, which look 
over the city and hamlet-studded plains of Padua towards the distant towers and 
domes of Venice. The inspiration of Table Mountain is more to prompt us, as 
it prompted Cecil Rhodes, to be up and doing. And it was from this base on the 
slopes of the mountain that he conceived the “ taking of the North.”

Into our new cities of the empire we want to bring the humanizing and 
reverent influences of art, It is not enough to turn the country into the town.

1(1
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vVe want also the embodiment in art of the expression of man’s dominance oyer 
nature. Not merely the skill of the engineer, who harnesses'nature for utilitarian 
benefits, but that of the artists, whose highest aim is to lift and elevate mankind.

“ Man is all that nature is, and more;
And m that more lies all his hopes of bliss.”

f
I 11 this principle of perfecting and controlling nature lies the essence of 

ground planning and landscape gardening. There will always be controversy 
between the rival claims of nature and art, yet so many good books have been 
written on these subjects, that no one, who carefully studies them, will have any 
difficulty in avoiding the falsehood of extremes between the natural and formal 
schools. Bacon, in his essay on Gardens, states a principle which holds good for 
the designing of gardens for towns, as well as of houses. In the design of gardens, 
he says in effect, formal art should be strictly adhered to in the immediate 
surrounding and setting of the house. The design should then grow less and less 
formal until the art of man’s control of nature ultimately loses itself in nature 
herself. The same principle applies to city gardening. "Bus in Urbe,” which 
inspired the early Victorian ideal, is not the best principle to follow. There may 
be more justification for its application in England, where nature, in her delicacy 
of detail, is always in herself a garden. But in drier and hotter countries, less 
favourable for the art of the gardener, a natural garden in the midst of a city too 
often degenerates into an untidy shrubbery. The attempts at " Le jardin Anglais,” 
which have been fashionable in Continental towns, are far from encourag­
ing. The open garden heart of Paris, from the Champs Elysees to the Bois de 
Boulogne, is a better example for our sunnier colonies to follow. It is the simple 
formal lines and masses which form a setting for and give scale and proportion 
to architecture and sculpture, and harmonise nature with man’s handiwork.

Town planners must not be put off by the cry of extravagance. It has been 
shown that artistic foresight may lead to ultimate economy. Considering the 
problem, moreover, from the point of view of immediate economy, we find that the 
money lavished in most of our cities on buildings is wasted, because so little 
thought is given to their surroundings. We all know how beautiful gems can be 
ruined by bad craftsmanship in the setting. In many of our cities the most 
beautiful buildings lose their value for want of design and orderly arrangement 
ill their surroundings. The town planner is the setter of architectural gems. 
Even a bad building may sometimes be enhanced in value by its setting at the end 
of a vista, by its framing in studied masses of foliage, or bv its reflection in water.

Arranging New Townships.

In dealing with the simple case of the unambitious new township, it should 
not be a very difficult or expensive matter for the supervising engineer or 
surveyors, who should be trained in a school of town planning, to arrange that all 
public buildings for which provision must be made—church, school, hall—should 
have spaces left for them at the end of vistas or of open spaces, or where they
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would most tell in the general effect. In the gridiron plan, which is most 
commonly adopted in our Colonial towns, all we usually see at the end of the much- 
vaunted long straight streets is a mass of wires, poles and iron verandah posts, or 
the dust or nothingness of distance. The facades of buildings are seldom seen as 
the designer intended. In looking along a street, the perspective is so sharp that 
it is only the simplest architectural features that have any value, and these only, if 
they are not lost, as is too often the case, in a riot of wasteful ornament.

The town planner in the Southern Dominion of the Empire generally has to 
deal with excessive sunshine and a dry climate. This emphasises the need that 
the city should have something of the character of an oasis in the desert. The 
problems which he has to deal with are those which faced the Roman and the 
Mohammedan Empire in the South and East. Arab poets have recorded the love 
they felt for the beauty of the “ Garden City ” Damascus, encircled by its desert 
hills. We can well imagine their enthusiasm for Palermo, “ the shell of gold,” 
where, as they sang, “ the oranges hung in the gardens like golden lamps in an 
emerald sky.”

Every South African or Australian who wishes to design a garden in a dry, 
hot climate should read'Mrs. Villiers Stuart’s book on “ The Garden of the Great 
Moghals.” In it she describes the gardens of the north of India. She rightly 
points out that the design of the plans, which produce such beautiful results, were 
primarily based on the need of irrigating, by means of flooding the beds and lawns, 
without the untidy water leads or “ sluits ” which are generally inseparable from 
an irrigated garden.: She recalls how Babar, half-Turk and half-Mongol, the 
founder of the great Moghul Empire in India, who spent his youth alternately in 
hunting and being hunted by his enemies in the desert highlands of Ceneral Asia, 
was so captivated by the beauties of the garden city of Samarkand, during a short 
occupation after his conquest of it, that later in life, when he ruled India, he 
himself planned and laid-out gardens such as had not been seen in India before. 
The Taj Mahal, so justly famed for its beauty, may be equalled or surpassed in 
mere skill of architecture by many Mohammedan tombs in Persia or Egypt. The 
amazing appeal, which the Taj Mahal at Agra makes to the imagination of all 
who see it, is probably less due to its architecture and the romance of its building 
than to its effect as a whole, the jewelled buildings in their magic setting of its 
formal garden.

18

Rhodes’ Doctrine of Ransom.

Shall we, with our English birthright of beautiful gardens, fall short of the 
Arab and the Turk in our share of man’s great duty of leaving the earth more 
beautiful than we found it ? This sense of creating an ordered oasis in the desert 
was very strong in Cecil Rhodes. At Kimberley, during the siege, he laid out a 
mile of avenue of vines and orange trees, nourished by water pumped from a mine. 
Had he lived, he intended to build an open white marble column temple enclosing 
a pool of water, the whole embowered in lotus, papyrus, and the bright flowering 
canna—like another “ fountain Arethuse” of the Greeks at Syracuse. It was a
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part of Rhodes’ “ doctrine of ransom ” that those who defaced the fair features of 
nature for their own profit should put back some of the wealth they obtained from 
her in adding to her beauty in the form of art. May his noble example thus 
inspire other great men in the untamed lands, wnich are waiting for the civilising 
touch of human art in the great inheritance of the British Empire.

Mrs. Browning beautifully and truly says. “ God’s finger touched, but did not 
press, in making England.” But in making the new countries of the Empire 
beyond the Seas, the Great Artificer has “ pressed” and moulded into Titanic 
forms the great rough landscape of mountain and prairie, kopje and veld. It  is 
there the greater duty of man to use to the full the divine gift of art with which 
he has been so highly endowed. He must employ the bigger and simpler methods 
which are known as “ the grand manner ” in his landscape arid civic art. Those 
who live in such climates know how the clear atmosphere of midday destroys all 
sense of scale and perspective in a landscape. Ranges of hills, perhaps miles 
apart, appear often in the same plane. Frame these toneless landscapes with 
architecture or tree masses, give them scale by objects of architecture or sculpture 
or planting, and then, as if by magic, they all take on a different aspect. Tt has 
been interpreted and focussed to our human understanding.

It is often our experience that where Nature does least, man, according to his 
means, does most. Where the endowments of nature have been most lavish, we 
often find an absence of that restlessness or divine discontent which spurs us on to 
great achievement. There is hope, therefore, in the human material. Knowledge 
and enlightenment alone are wanted, and the Victoria 1 League is to Idc 
congratulated on the help which it has given by means of this Congress towards 
the advancement of civic and landscape art in the British Empire.

ORDER FORM.
T o The Business Manager,

“  African Architect,”
Box 4651, Johannesburg.

Sir,— Please enrol my name as subscribing for one year to “ T he A frican A rchitect” 
( Volume IV .), for which 1 enclose cheque value 10/6.

Signed
(Flense write distinctly.)

Dated
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PRELIMINARY a n n o u n c e m e n t .

W e  have pleasure in announcing that this year we 

intend to produce

The South African Architects*,
Surveyors’ and Builders*
CHRISTMAS NUMBER

H E  T I T L E  is sufficient to indicate the scope of the publication, and already we have 

in hand valuable material which will go to make up the F IN E S T  C H R IS T M A S  

N U M B E R  that has ever been offered to South African readers. The book 

wifi include articles written by prominent Architects, Surveyors and Builders, 

on topics of extreme interest, and illustrations will form a prominent feature. 

Briefly, the Christmas Number will excel all previous publications issued from this office, and that is 

saying much. The prospectus is now in course of preparation, and will prove the best indication of the 

appearance and general get-up, embracing as it does an ornate and distinctive cover in the finest colour 

printing, beautiful half-tone illustrations, and clean, distinct letterpress. W e anticipate that the

Christmas Number will receive a particularly warm welcome, and advise our readers to lose no time on 

receipt of the prospectus to

ORDER EARLY

JAS. T. BROW N’S PUBLICATIONS,
1 7 -1 8 ,  Provident Buildings Fox Street,

P.O. Box 4651. JOHANNESBURG. Telephone 457,
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BEAVER BOARD
The modern substitute for Ordinary 
Wood Ceilings and Linings

In sheets six to sixteen 
Feet in length

3 and 4 feet in width
One third the weight o f ordinary boards

Read what a brother
Architect says of
BEAVER BOARD

I am very sali=Red with the material itself, both as regards the ease with 
which it can bo fixed and the finished effect obtained by its use. Tim 
texture o f  its surface is particularly pleasing, and I know o f no other 
material so useful for the purposes to which Beaver Board is applicable.

I shall not hesitate to use Beaver Board extensively in future, as I find 
ifter actual experience that the material is very reasonab’e in cost, simple 
in execution, and artistic and pleasing from the client’s point o f  view.

Kingsway, London. H A R R Y  E. RID ER

No waiting—ready to use 
Thoroughly serviceable for 
every room in the house, 
and improves with age—
Has neat surface

Full details from —

&an ft ford £ Hansford.
T I M B E R  Cr H A R D W A R E  M C U C  H A N T S ,

Quantity Surveyors Dine.
Necessity for Town Planning.
Employment of South Africa’s Youths.

The third annual banquet of the South African 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors was held recently at 
the New Club, Mr. Everard White presiding over a 
good attendance. Among those present were the 
Mayor (Mr. Norman Anstey), Messrs. J . F. Beard- 
wood, R. Howden, J . Thompson, Major L. Forsyth 
Allan, Messrs. J110. Taylor, G. S. Burt-Andrews, J. 
J . Kirkness, E. Waugh, J . Holdcroft (President of the 
Johannesburg Chamber of Commerce), C. F. Stallard 
Cook (Mayor of Boksburg), Thos. Clark, Walter Reid, 
N. P. Cowin, D. Pattison, W. Hawke, McKinlay, E. 
Schaerer, Francis Black, J . Cowling, Nicolay, W. 
Nottingham, Hickman, D. Sinclair, R. Tweeddale- 
Hogg, Jas. T. Brown, W. J. Parrack, Veale, T. Doug­
las, J . B. D. Clark, Harrison, E. Bird, E. Glover, and 
others.

After the loyal toast, Mr. H. Belljohn submitted 
the toast of “ The Architects of South Africa.” 
Everyone who knew anything about the matter would, 
lie said, know that the Association of Architects and 
the Institute of Architects were most certainly powers 
for good in this community and worthy of all the 
support they might be able to give. Whether it was 
necessary to have two so similar institutions was per­
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haps doubtful, and, speaking for himself as an archi- 
tect, but as a member of neither body, he might say 
he rather believed in concentration of effort. There - 
were many fields for enterprise the more easily to be 
conquered if the attacking forces were united,*' There 
was first the promotion of an Arbitration Board. The 
matter had already' been given publicity, but nothing 
tangible appeared ttS hate been done. It was well 
worth an effort to establish such a Board. Then 
there was the establishment of a Town Planning 
Board for all their larger municipalities, on which the 
architects would be largely' and the quantity survey­
ors reasonably represented. He thought the officials 
of the various Councils were broad-mined enough not 
to despise the advice of such a Board, and the various 
Town Councils would find the help of a number of 
level-headed professional men a great asset. For 
obvious reasons this was not the time for details, 
but it was time to begin a move in this direction. 
At present a member of the Council of the R.I.B.A., 
who was an expert in town planning, was engaged 
on a lecturing tour on this subject in Australia, and 
thev must not be behind in the matter. The sensitive 
and nervous energy' which seemed inseparable from 
the artistic temperament was alway's seeking some 
outlet, and although they had many' individual 
examples of fine architecture, the time was ripe for 
the consideration of this wider subject of town plnn-
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ning in its many and varied aspects. In the architects 
of South Africa they had a body of men who should 
be able, if they began at once, to leave their mark, 
not only in individual buildings, but in the streets, 
parks and general lay-out of their towns and cities, 
not only in those already large, but in those small 
townships which were constantly being laid out at 
the present time. (Applause.)

Architects and Federation.
Replying to the toast, Mr. J . F. Beardwood, 

President of the Transvaal Association of Architects, 
said that federation had been before the voluntary 
bodies for some time. They were also on the point 
of electing an advisory body. It would be chosen br­
ail the Architects’ Associations in South Africa, and 
would, therefore, be thoroughly representative. The 
speaker then referred to the standard method of 
measuring devised after considerable labour by the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Institute. They hoped that archi­
tects would agree with them in uniformly adopting 
that system. Discussion with that view had been 
opened with the various architectural institutes, 
which, he hoped, would ultimately meet the quantity 
surveyors on this matter. Quantity surveyors were 
allied’ to the architects in more ways than one, and 
he trusted the time was not far distant when they 
would work more closely together. (Applause.)

Mr. R. Howden, President of the Transvaal Insti­
tute of Architects, also replied to the toast. He men­
tioned that at the last meeting of the Committee of

the Institute it had been decided to recommend 
members to adopt the system of measurement. 
Speaking as to the relationship between the architects 
and quantity surveyors, he thought this should be 
decided in the future by a conference. between the 
two. Concluding, he said the order of the day was 
progress. At one time builders, architects and 
quantity surveyors were at loggerheads,-but to-day 
they were at one, and when the Union Act was passed 
he was sure things would go ahead as they should. 
(Applause.)

Mr. N. Cowin proposed “ The Master Builders of 
South Africa.” Speaking of the problems which had 
to be dealt with by the master builders, he touched 
on the question of apprentices. Were they, he said, 
to continue to derive their skilled mechanics from 
overseas? If so, he was afraid the building trade was 
relying upon a failing source of supply. The Old 
Country could not spare men, and Australia was cry­
ing out for more labour. He knew there was a diffi­
culty in the disinclination of the South African boy 
to do manual labour, but this must be overcome, and 
a step in the right direction was the introduction of 
carpentry classes in the schools. By the training of 
apprentices they would do much to reduce labour dis­
turbances. He then approved the attitude of the 
master builders towards departmental work by public 
bodies, and touched on the progress which had been 
made by the building trade.

Employment of Boys.
Mr. J. J. Kirkness, President of the National 

Federation of Building Trades Employers, acknow­
ledged the toast. Regarding apprentices, he said the 
master builders wanted to employ them as far as pos­
sible. There were various things, however, which 
militated against this. I11 the first place builders had 
no guarantee of continued employment. Then there 
was the absence of the raw materials used in the 
building trade. Great headway had to be made 
before they could fulfil the requirements of the trade 
in this country, as progress in the way of afforesta­
tion was slow. But while the one was not within 
reach for the present, the other—which would mean 
at least their partial salvation from within—lay in 
the making on the spot what was now manufactured 
in countries which produced the raw material. It 
would mean a slightly enhanced cost, but they would 
get a much better article with a longer life, and it 
would be much cheaper in the end. It would be doing 
something for the rising generation if they could 
stimulate a national dependence, and do as much for 
themselves as possible, paying the little extra amount 
entailed, and finding employment for the youth of the

cCo Natal Architects. 'PHONE NO. 
1833.

J. S . M A R S H A L L
Builder and Contractor,

Smith Street Extension, DURBAN
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country. Down south to-day there were as many 
boys who had passed the sixth standard as it would 
take the S.A.R. to absorb in two years. Surely this 
called for industries and increasing indentures, and 
while the Government was deserving of thanks for 
the educational system it was building up, the cry 
would be now for more industries to absorb youths 
upon leaving,, school. Mr. Kirkness then referred to 
the tendency of public bodies to undertake depart­
mental work, and pointed out that it was a system 
which did not encourage the contractor to extend his 
business so as to be better able to employ the youth 
of the country. It was difficult to understand on 
what grounds public bodies administering public 
funds were justified in adopting the system. Passing 
on, Mr. Kirkness also urged that agriculture in 
South Africa should provide a fitting sphere of em­
ployment for boys. With professions and trades there 
should be no alarm for the youth of the Union. (Ap­
plause.) He then quoted with approval the advice to 
found a Technical Institute.

The Chairman then proposed “ The President of 
the South African Institute of Quantity Surveyors. 
He said:- -It is a great pleasure to me that I have 
been allotted the duty of proposing the toast of the 
incoming President, Mr. D. A. McCubbm, and to 
congratulate him on his election. It is a fitting recog­
nition for the work and time he had devoted to the 
affairs of the Institute. He has been associated with 
the Institution since its incorporation in 1903, and 
was then known as the Transvaal Institute of Quan­

tity Surveyors. He was the secretary for many, 
years, and has been a member of the Council con­
tinuously since the Institution was constituted. This 
I think an excellent record, and not only testifies to 
his public spiritedness but also testifies to the regard 
he is held in by his fellow members. In view of bjs 
long association with the. Institute, I am leaving the 
chair with the greatest ;.§b‘nfidence that the aims and 
policy of the Institute are being continued. I am 
going to take this opportunity to try and explain 
what the aims and the policy of the Institute are. 
Firstly, to elevate the status and procure the advance­
ment of the profession. Secondly, to raise the stand­
ard of quantities throughout the Union. It does not 
sound very much, but in reality it is a great deal. 
Some of my friends of., the architectural profession 
will be surprised at the humbleness of our aims and 
policy I have just laid down, because it has been 
stated that the aim of the Institute has been to pre­
vent architects taking out their own quantities. That 
is not correct; and I wish to be very emphatic on this 
point. All we ask is that whoever takes out quanti­
ties should do so in an orthodox manner, and not 
issue so-called quantities in which everything which 
is in any way difficult is left as a guess competition 
for the contractor tendering; and, moreover, we 
should be only too pleased to have more members who 
practice in the dual capacity of architect and quantity 
surveyor. In proof of this I would point out that our 
President is also a member of the Council of the 
Transvaal Architects. Our ideal is the preparation of
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a document in which every item of a monetary value, 
both in the specification and shown in the drawing, is 
clearly given, and nothing left to assumption. A bill 
of quantities should be such that a contractor can 
prjce same accurately without reference to either the 
drawings or specification,* and that is the ideal we 
are striving for. We have  ̂ gone further, and have 
prepared the standard system, which has been 
adopted “ in toto ”  by the Public Works Department 
of the Union, and this is the document we ask the 
architectural building world to accept. We under­
stand the difficulty of accepting same as a whole, as 
it would amount in many cases to a revolution of the 
existing ideas. I think we shall have made great 
progress if the various architectural bodies would 
accept the principles embodied in the system; the 
matter of details will follow naturally in the process 
of gradual evolution. In the'preliminary remarks to 
my Council's report for the year I appealed to the 
members of the Institute to sink their personal views 
and adopt the units of measurement as laid down in 
the system for the sake of general uniformity, and I 
now make a similar appeal to the architectural pro­
fession. I f  one only considers the advantages of 
uniformity, from a contractor’s standpoint, I do not

think any single person who takes out quantities can 
offer a defence. Imagine oneself as a contractor pric­
ing several estimates in the course of a week: one set 
of quantities give brickwork per cube foot, another 
per yard super, and I can give dozens of instances 
of a similar nature, and then imagine the same con­
tractor pricing similar bills taken out with identically 
the same unit of measurement, and one must then 
realise the large saving of labour to the various con­
tractors. To the building public, I would remind 
them that po work can be done without payment, and 
if the difficulties of the contractors in estimating is 
increased, someone has to pay, and the one who pays 
in the long riln is the building owner. I would like 
to give a short history of the standard system and 
how it came into being. In 1906 a small pamphlet 
was issued by the Transvaal Association of Quantity 
Surveyors, entitled “ The Standard System of Mea­
surement of Builders’ Work and Billing of Quantities. " 
It was the first attempt to standardise, and was of 
necessity an exceedingly elementary document, and 
might be .classified with a well-known publication 
called “ The Young Surveyor.”  This pamphlet, I think, 
served its purpose at the time, but with the gradual 
development it became inadequate. Some three years
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ago the National Federation'of Master Builders asked 
us to consider the question of producing a more com­
plete work, which we did^aiid occupied a committee 
of five members about two y£ars or more of extremely 
hard work. In view of certain criticisms I should like 
to state that great care was exercised in the nomina­
tion of the committee who- compiled the work, which 
was comprised of men who would have divergent 
views on the matter to be discussed. An official of 
the Government was chairman, another member was 
a surveyor in private practice, and another connected 
with an architectural firm, another member was a sur­
veyor for a firm of contractors, another member was 
in practice as an architect. I think, gentlemen, that 
the personnel of that committee was as representative 
as possible. Immediately the document was pub­
lished it was adopted “ in toto ”  by the Public Works 
Department of the Union, and a circular by them 
was issued informing all officials that all quantities 
must be taken out on this system, and no variation 
would be permitted. It was also adopted by the 
Quantity Department of the S.A.R. At the same 
time the Institute passed a special by-law at a general 
meeting making it compulsory for all members to 
adopt the system; any variation being an offence 
against the by-laws. So far so good, but as far as 
the architectural profession was concerned we have 
failed up to the present to convince them of the great 
benefits which would arise by its adoption. As I 
have before stated, we do not wish to revolutionise 
the quantities as produced by architects, but I feel 
certain that if the various architectural bodies would 
co-operate with us and accept the principles, the

standard of measurement will eventually be adopted 
throughout the Union. Agree to the principles of the 
standard, and the fuller details will gradually follow. 
We have been criticised for preparing the system 
without reference to the architectural bodies, but I 
should like to point out that the spirit of co-operation 
had hardly been born, and was in the infantile stage 
when the - work of the standard system was com­
menced. During the past year or so the spirit of 
co-operation has been gradually growing, and will 
reach its adult stage with the consummation of the 
Union Registration Act for Architects, which has been 
more or less approved in draft, and wliich incorpor­
ates the surveyors. If the architectural profession 
will only meet us in the matter of the standard system 
in the same way as they met us in connection with 
the Registration Act, the success of the same is 
assured. Having regard to the Registration Act, I 
would like to suggest that the idea formulated by 
Mr. Walter Reid in his letter in the “ South African 
Architect ”  should receive mature consideration. I 
have personally advocated the formation of a perma­
nent committee to deal with the Act, and I feel that 
until such committee is appointed no possible head­
way will be made. Mr. Reid pointed out 
that failure to make progress has been due 
to the lack of continuity of policy, and 
whilst the matter is left to the changing
policy of every newly-elected Council we shall con­
tinue to drift. I would suggest that if such com­
mittee is ever appointed that we be allowed to be 
represented. Failing the constitution of such com­
mittee, a way out of the difficulty would be that the
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Transvaal Institute, which is the premier voluntary 
body in the country, numerically and otherwise, 
should alter their constitution on the lines of the con­
stitution of the Bloemfontein Corporation, which con­
sists of twelve members, half of whom retire every 
year, viz., those who receive a minority of votes. This 
plan would at least be a factor in the continuity of the 
general policy of the Institute, and progress would 
accordingly follow.

The professions of architect and quantity sur­
veyor are so closely connected, even more than a 
surgeon and a physician, that no real progress can 
be made without co-operation between the Institutes 
representing the two professions, and I am making 
this appeal with 'that end, and when we have griev­
ances don’t let it be accentuated by that lying jade 
“ Rumour,” but let us formulate our grievances and 
discuss them openly, and merely arrive at a dissolu­
tion. Why I mention this is because of a grievance 
mentioned to me by a certain architect, who received 
it from another, and as a matter of fact there was 
not an atom of truth in the first grievance, but it 
opened my eyes to the manner that unfounded griev­
ances grow when not openly discussed. My policy, 
and the policy of my successor to the chair, is that of 
co-operation. Conciliate, or whatever you term it, 
I feel this policy must, and will, ensure the advance­
ment of the profession.

Mr. Hickman answered to the toast in a humor­
ous speech that was greatly appreciated.

Mr. Francis Black proposed "T he Johannesburg 
Municipality,”  praising the Council for its efficient 
administration of the town’s affairs.

The Mayor responded, and, touching on the 
question of departmental work, said a municipality 
such as Johannesburg must necessarily employ a cer­
tain number of mechanics. A certain amount of work 
must therefore be done departmentally, but the larger 
works should invariably be thrown open to public ten­
der. He was satisfied that this was to the interests 
of the town. (Applause.)

The gathering came to an end with the toast of 
the Chairman and the National Anthem.

Conditions of Contract.
(Officially Communicated.)

Minute of a Conference held in the Board Room of the Johannes­
burg Master Builders’ Association, on Friday the 31st July, at 

2.30 o’clock.

There were present:—Mr. J. J. Kirkness, Pre­
toria, in the chair, Mr. Jas. Prentice, Pretoria; Mr. 
Jas. Thompson, Johannesburg, Mr. Thos. Clark, 
Johannesburg, Mr. Jas. T. Brown, General Secretary| 
representing the National Federation of Building 
Trade Employers in South Africa; Mr. Walter, Reid, 
Johannesburg, representing the Association of Trans­
vaal Architects; Mr. G. W. Nicolay, Johannesburg, 
Mr. M. J. Harris, Johannesburg, representing the 
Society of Architects; Mr. H. G. Veale, Johannesburg, 
Mr. Robt. Howden, Johannesburg, representing the 
Transvaal Institute of Architects; Mr. Everard White, 
Johannesburg, Mr. J . W. Cowling, Pretoria, repre­
senting the South African Institute of Quantity Sur­
veyors.

The following were absentees (apologies received): 
—Mr. Chas. Woods, Johannesburg, National Federa­
tion; Mr. D. M. Burton, Johannesburg, Society of 
Architects; Mr. J . Beardwood, Johannesburg, Asso­
ciation of Transvaal Architects.

The meeting was held in response to the follow­
ing invitation, which was sent out to each Institute 
of Architects in South Africa, and also to the- Quan­
tity Surveyors’ Institute:—

‘‘ Dear Sir,—At the Tenth Annual Congress 
of the National Federation, which was held re­
cently in Durban, it was agreed that my Federa­
tion should take the initiative in calling a joint 
meeting of representatives of the various Insti­
tutes of Architects, Quantity Surveyors and my 
Federation, for the purpose of discussing the 
adoption of a uniform set of Conditions of Con­
tract to pertain throughout the whole of the 
Union. Might I ask, therefore, if you will be so 
kind as to take whatever steps you think neces­
sary for your representation at this meeting, 
which will be held within the Board Room of

THE INDIA-RUBBER, G U TTA -P E R CH A  &  TELEGRAPH W O R K S C O M P AN Y, Ltd.
(The Silvertown Company.)

Manufacturers o f  SILVER TO W N  PATENT IN D IA-R U B BER  TILING
As laid in Parliament House, Cape Town ; Telephone Exchanges, Johannesburg and Pretoria, Etc.
DURABLE :: SANITARY :: SILENT :: NON-SLIPPING

For Prices Apply DURBAN ... 340, 342, West Street (P.O. Box 470) Telegrams:
JOHANNESBURG ... New Club Buildings, Loveday Street (P.O. Box 1591) “ S1LVERGRAY.’
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P.O Box 
1 5 5 2 .

td * Telegram s:
‘ Coordinate.”T. Cooke & Sons, L

18, STRAND STREET, CAPE TO W N .
Every Requisite for Draughtsmen.

D R A W IN G , T R A C IN G  A N D  SUN PRINTING PAPERS A  SPECIALITY. 
Catalogues free on application.

Johannesburg Master Builders’ Association, on 
Friday, 31st July, at 2.V30 o’clock. If representa­
tives from your Institute are unable to attend, 
would you kindly nominate proxies in this centre 
who will act for you and'advise you of the results 
of the deliberations.—Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) JAS. T. BROWN.”
The General Secretary of the National Federation 

announced that no reply hajd been received from the 
Cape Institute of Architects;, and in response to the 
invitation the following letter had been received from 
the Natal Institute of Architects:—
^ Re Contract Agreement.

1 Dear Sir,—I have yours of the 10th re the 
aBbve, and having"pTffTed ’̂Same before my Coun­
cil, am instructed to state that: ‘ The Council of 
this Institute expressed their surprise at a meet­
ing being called re the above without the Builders 
first enquiring whether the Architects would be 
agreeable to attend aji meeting for the purpose 
mentioned. We take it that the meeting is to 
decide whether or not Conditions of Contract 
applicable to the whole Union can be arranged.

“ This Institute, after several months’ work, 
have only recently completed revising the original 
Form used by us for the last ten years, but which 
has, in the light of-experience thus gained, 
required amendments sfiid additions to bring it up 
to date. The original Form remains substantially 
as before, the amendments mostly affecting 
extreme cases only. Should it be decided to hold 
a series of joint meetings with the object men­
tioned, we will send for your information the 
Contract Conditions abotfT alluded to as embody­
ing our views of what Conditions of Contract 
should be for South Africa, and to suit the con­
ditions as we experience them. Yours faithfully, 

(Sgd.) H. E. CHICK,
Hon. Secretary.”

A general discussion took place on the letter 
issued by the National Federation, and thereafter the 
following resolution was agreed to:—

“ This meeting resolves unanimously that 
improved Conditions: of Contract, with a view 
to their uniform adoption throughout South 
Africa, are desirable, but because of the letter 
received from the Natal Institute of Architects, 
and also because no answer has been received 
from the Capetown Institute of Architects, fur­
ther resolves that a further communication be 
issued, asking for the co-operation and represen­
tation’of these Institutes, and that the meeting 
he adjourned pending their reply. Further, that

■ U« c
the Presidents of the three Institutes of Archi­
tects hereat represented write to the Cape and 
Natal Institutes, with a view to enlisting their 
co-operation in the matter.”

[ This matter*is referred to in our Leading' Article this issue—“ The 
Two Voices.” Ed.]

Association of Transvaal Architects.

Meeting of Council.

(Officially Communicated.)

A meeting of the Council of the above Associa­
tion was held in the Board Room, Winchester House, 
Johannesburg, on Wednesday, the 8th of July last, at 
5 P-m. |

Those present were:—Mr. J. F. Beardwood, Pre­
sident (in the chair), Messrs. E. H. Waugh, W. Lucas, 
E. M. Powers, R. Howden, H. G. Veale and S. C. 
Dowsett.

The minutes of the previous Council meeting, held 
on the 10th of June, were taken as read and con­
firmed.

The members then proceeded to disfcuss the case 
of a local Estate Company, in which certain plans 
and specifications were alleged to have been pre­
pared and an Architect afterwards called in merely 
to jpartially act as supervisor with a view to satisfying 
the terms, of the lease. The-matter was considered 
to be of such importance as to necessitate the Coun­
cil deciding on circulating the whole of the Associa­
tion members to the effect that such action is con­
sidered as being unprofessional.

Personal.
Mr. Herbert Baker has taken into partnership his 

pupil, Mr. J . M. Solomon, and the firm will hence­
forth be known as Messrs. Herbert Baker, Fleming 
and Solomon.

IN D U STR IA L INFORM ATION.

Architects are invited to make use of “ The 
African Architect’s ” Catalogues and Information 
Department whenever they can do so to advantage. 
Any assistance we can render or information we can 
furnish in this connection will be freely given

In answering advertisements please mention “ The African Architect.”
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