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These changin  trends infer that the gap between the world's poor
and wealthy countries will grow wider and the current situation of
inequality anJd tension will be aggravated. As the balance of the
environment is a#fectaq} the earth’s ability to support life will

diminish. The worst hit regions will be the less developed couatries.

Concern goes beyond national boundaries. The " global commons "
the ocearns and the atmosphere are international issues. An era of
cooperation and commitment is upon us if we wish to affect the
environment positively. Cities are part of this life supporting
environment. Urban design is about making liveable cities. This

is where urban design fits into tﬁe grand design of steering change

in the environment. Urban designers steer change through a system
of policy guide lines and controls.

Barney ( 1982 : 4 )

A look at the role of the urban designer in a changing world follows.
The role of the urban designer is to steer urban change in the direction
of a positive environment. A positive urban environment is an environment
that is supportive of social and economic advancement in pleasant

surroundings. A
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