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During  the 19402 and wmest of the 1550y vouthe playsd very moch s

_naripheful rele in towncship pnlitics'mn the HWitwatersrand, The

vast majority of urbsnised African yotiths were  absorbaed to a

lassar or  greater exbtent into the politically  wacerganized  and

lairgely snti-social tgotsi subonlture. Organisations such as Lhe

Congress Yeuth League drew its support from a numerically
marginal gtfetum of  vouth bazed in  gecordary -g;hmml. Yruths
assaciated with the tsctsi gang subcultuve  terded  te éﬁnr@ae,
theiy pali?ical and economic frustrak;nn through Epetific_ g
ﬁ% subcultural style and rituxl and thrﬁugh spoentanesous vielenme

divected against gymbols of avthoridy and subordination. It was

only in the very late 1950s that the broader yrath constituency

‘started to become interested in formai peoliticsl  organisabion.

They were particularly dra&ﬁ e the newly formed FAD witich sepmed
to strike an abpropfﬂaté chiord of machigme dnd anti-astablishunend
aggression. The FAC ynever racoiled from mobilizing the volatile,
vialent an&.pmlitimal{y undigciplined ﬁﬁmtsﬁ elament.  The pecincd
19591760 réﬁrﬁ%en*ﬁ arn imiEortant fraﬁﬁitlcnal phase  in Bovkh
African youth prlitics, itndeesd, in aptj—aparthaid pelikics murs
g;ﬁérally.' Tn the short periﬂd.that the FAL eperated legally, 1t
suc~esded 1n  drawtng substantial numbérg af the hvoader  urban
youth constitoency into formal political erganiesticn  foy the
Tfirset time. Althcugh the 1560 witvnessed mazsive stabe repressicn
and  appavenst oeliticrl  soouviescsves, 2 new gtyle of  highly
militant, ~y0ufh"dmminat-q cpensition politics was ineubating in
e ragidly o s eutiag Baolu Tduratica schools, Dmgnﬁte g

bamning snd foroed enile of Lhe PAD, Ploack conscliousness ideology

peetained trengndooss prestige  in African voodh politics.
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This paper foouses specitically on the Witwatersrand area  and,
although I have bits of evidoence  hoe sugoeest thah'ﬁome cof these
patterns were duplicated in nthq" majol Bouth  African  wrban

centres, it wnuld be unwise to assert national goeneralisabions
es, i G

from this case study.

This paper is dividad into ihree swections. In'the firﬁ% cection T
will  fecus an the tsotsi subcultire's lack of interestlin'farma;
pelitics  throuwghout the 1940s and mest of the 1950s. BTEis ;wili
also ihvoelve an jnveﬁtigatioﬁjof tha T@laﬁionsh;ﬁ_hetweén.fhe ANC
and tﬁe tsotsi youth gangs.  In the secnnﬁ saﬁtibn,l look at -thg

tsotsil | subculture's infovimal  forms of prlitical ard cultuﬁé]

résiétancg throughout this pericd. In the finai sectinn I.anaﬁine'

the "wolitical  mobilisationi of urban youth from around 1957,

particularly by the FAC.

By ‘the late 1930s urban vouths were noticeably absent from  the

I3 .

) mainstiesm of Afvican resistance pelitics. In 1938 H. W. Nxumala,

writing fTor the Dante Woeld, lamented: "Why can't youth organize

themndelves to  form  their own movemznts? Why can't  youth be

represented  in the Al Africen - Conventicn, in  the African
National Congress aind alec in  other  qovewents?! Youths, he
:complmihed, were idle and lazv. (1) Townshin tesenegevs, geﬂeraliy

"dﬁémblﬁyed and out of schoaol, were inovessingly attracted to an
2 . - .

-',Ewnénding'gang sufrrulture. By the eariy- to mid 17405 youths whe

i
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- hardcore gang element ang the broader vyouth  subculture., Eveiy .

N e e ey o i n e it 1

IS
associated with these gangs, .or vouths who idﬁﬁtifi&ﬂ with thiz.
stvle and behaview  of theée‘gangﬁ, were generically calleﬁv
"teotsig". Some distinction, however, has te drﬁwn butueen the
¢
chnship had several havdeore criminrlised tsotsi gangs,  many of
them‘ heavily armed. The w»umber of vonths  invelved Wm0 these
vielent . pangs was subistantial  in itself  (though  vivtually
impossible to guantify ac;urately) but it is safe to say that the
6;erwhelming majerity of city-bred male African youths were part
of  the broader subculture. Thg subcul ture inuérpmrmt@d the
bigger, -;rgaﬁised criminal Agangs shading through. to small
streetcorner defense and frienship networks whe wioald gamble and
smoke dagga together. The whole subculture, however, shared a

common style code, language and status strurture, (2)

in 1244 the Eongress Youth League was esteblished *to mrbilise the
urban African voeuth constituwency and radicalise  the ANT from
within. “But, altheugh the CYL established s substantial suppert
base within a numbsr of sccondary schools, the organisation naver
really identified teotsis as a potential support base. Tsoteis,
in turn, were nct attracted to the CYL's vather elitist stvie of
po]itiés.(B) Throwghout: the 1940=, then, 2part fram ar #lement nf
educated and <¢omsvhat older youths drawn to the CVL,  township
youths kent their distance from. political ﬂrganiﬁatioh..

Feflecting this pattarn, on indignant Banty Horld reader wrote in

1945

Most of our youbhs  are addicted  to sigomvean &nd other
concostions,  and the educated aoenost them kesp company with
undesirables, Mest of our vouths know little oo nothing of .
the affairs 2ffectivg the race; at aeetings called oy  ow
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intearests, youths sre consplcucus by theiv absence.
Ancther reader expressed similar views in 19503

Une  worders  How  much influence Dorgréss heas over  African
yeuths. 1 have in mind the vast numbers of yiung . Africans
betwesn eighieen, ard thirty years. As far as I can éee; only
the older people tabe an interest in African political
organisation. ' ] o S
L eee It 1w true that we have the Congress Youth League
today, but dees it enjioy the suﬁpe?f of the entire yvouth?

He wént on to say that the CYL should try to aﬁpeal mete to the

“grdinary youths". () {

Foir mest  of the 1950s tsotsis remained distant -from pelitical
organigations. It was ewtremely unusual to find pecple leéé'thah‘

twenty vyears old attending MO vallies.(S) It ﬁaala]ways o ldeyr

“pégplef_ who‘ attended mretings at Freedom Bquére.iﬂ Soﬁﬁiatowﬁ.r

One e%-taﬂfsi informant, Henr; Miles, témmEﬁtE: “Onlvy the Tathéra
angrithe pravdfathers uﬁad to gé‘tn ﬁgetiggg Bt 'ﬁghé- afk'the
ydungsters. They wef@n'f intgreeted.“tb; Qccmfdiﬁg to_another ex;
t%ntsi; Bogfrayv Mflﬁi, peliticians seemed very rﬁmu%e,.:ﬁighly
éqdcéted ﬁnd resnpectable. (7} The gange gotb on with -$hair{ a@ﬁ‘

subcultural vituals  snd inter-gang  vivatries. “We o weren't

interested in politics: we were interested in making love," says

aay  Relair".(8) “Politics in those cdays,”
sheerves Peter Magubane, "was woel @ child's game. It was for the

agultiz, It was ool like today;  teensgers never ventured  ikte

p&litics.“ﬂ?’I'

CAlthough ANE meshers tevded to wivderstacd  the socio-epconomic

. »
of the fosotei phemomenon angd biame "“lre system”  rather

than  teeotsi  individuzls,  they gonatally Tousd taeksil culburs

‘é;féﬁ‘énd threatening diring the 1940w snd 1950, They resoiled

£y
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from the violance ivreepensibility and 1ll-discisline of  ths
' ¥ ¥ 2

tsotsis. Neverthelean, there were a number of ° ANMT  activisbs,

.parficularly in dehiatmwn, whtn  made a grest effort to

"rahabilitate? individual ftEnisis and draw then ints construoctive,

pelitical activity., Moteworthy here ave Robert Fesha, F. 3,

. Uuﬁdia, Siwizs * and Nelson Mandmla. Accovding to Don Mavtera,

"these peonle really cared”. They would try te get the strask
thugs too read abmmt palitice and channel  their &hérgims it
organisational activity. Altkough theirc sUnCeEss was limited, =z

number  of tsotsiz did become involved in the local AMC byaich.

Mattera himself was  such an exanpta. Resha and Mandela weve

‘eéaily accepted by gangsters becauvse thaey  wers phrveically

impmeiﬁg‘pafanﬁaiitieg. Fesha had meny undecvorld commections aad
Mandela was a skilful boxer, They were not entively culturally
alien to the tsotcis. (19} Tt is important to draw a distioction

betwean m&bilisiﬁg and tehahilitating. Fith Fardly ary

-edceptions, only individual vourgesters vibho effectively shed thaeir

tsotsi ddentity were dirawn into AMC structures. The lootais, a6 =
constituency, were vagsvded morve as & menace to the  cremonity
than &as & potential 'suppart bagse. It is net surprisiog,
thérwfbre, tﬁat the AHD often suppevted &nd participated v looad
civil guard movements & 3 primarily et wiping ewt  khe fd0tsi

BELIQE . (11)
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Althoﬁgh the bulk .of townzhip  youth  had no dealings' with
pnlifical brgmﬁisat?uﬂé, it. wotild be incorrect to assume  that
they lacked a political conscicusness. Their daiiy'experiénce was
pacfed ‘wWith ha;dahips ang injustice ana they certainly had' gwme_

sEnige, however incoherent, of a white oppresser. They superienced

peverty - and  overcrowding and were well . aware of e vast . :ﬁ :
discfepancies of wealth in tﬁé countryi  theve wa&e virﬁﬁally i} E
Sobs‘ availéhl@‘ ey cityﬂbféd yuuthgrand those jbﬁgj bhat ‘Géré j
“avallabie were.the most menial and wjrét péid; schgdiiﬁé':bayéﬁd ?

the eub-grades was genevrally uvavailable or'tobl Expghsiye..'The.

most politicising experience of all, howevey, was pass law

harassment.. Thrquhout the 1940, :and even mura;a;qtély;in :ﬁhe E
1950 .u;aer " the Natinnaliﬁt‘gnvérnment, 'tawhéhiﬁ. ?@ﬁtbg&'@e?@ %
‘CDHEtéHtIY' thréatened by the pros;ect of‘b@iﬂg "éﬁdnrséd'6Ut"'of %
the‘cities. . - ¥

. . )
Durivng © the 19502, uwrban yoﬁthé trecame eiigiblw fn rmgistﬁf aﬂd :

take -out naésea nf thiz age of sixteen (dufﬁﬁg phe 19408 the
régiétratinn age was still eightesn'.. Regicstration, lapart From
) being'l an  infuristinaly ﬁamplicafad A pften humiliating
’ Euréaﬁﬁratic pyocedure,  often exposed rethevldmdgy urbar status,
The result was that nomeirous yeuths chosﬁ not toe  registec even
'thuugg‘ you were considered & arimiva] witheuk s "dompaz”. (183
Even’with a pass, & uitywhr?d‘yuhth eruld be waderaed ouad of Lown

it he . failed to find employment. Iv 1957, & Me Makshigi of  the

4
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Bantu Lads' Hostel renacked at a meeting of  the Jobamiesburg
. .
Flarming Ceouncil for Non-Earopran Social Welfare that there were

"hundreds. of. youngsters who ware foroed by rﬁgistraticn laws  to

become fugitives.” He wanl on to géy that "1t is boays such  as
these that start gangs." (13} Ales during 1997, the Golden City

Fogt ran -an  expose™ en the Elandsdoorn. amd  Pilansberg v th
labowr camps. Thiz writer explained the precérimusness of =&

township youth's urban status..

Jov A boy leaves school with oF without his parents' cousent
“(there is mo compulsory schooling) and cbtains a work-sesking
permit which gives him seven davs to Tind a job.

If he is unsuccesstul his permit g venewerl for a  further
seven days, with a warning that if he dees nob find work this
time his pevrmit may o will be withdirawn.

Often it is withdrawn, but some are given a further chanee -

of one oy two wae .
Once the permit is withdrawn, the hoey cannot look for work.
Then the boy, discouraged, stays away from the Fass Office
and roams the strests until he is picked uvp by the police a=
& "vagrant”. . .

- he may go back to the Fass OffTice to try agaiv and g=ts
"arirested" when his veference. book 1z examinetl.

In an earlier extract the wiiter. commentz:

S Thus the mere failure by a minor to produce 8 pase or to show
that he is employed or a scholar, becomes proof of delinquent

tendencies. ‘
Such a boy is coenvicted for vagranocy and sent o &  youth
camp, in many cases without the knowledge of the pavents. (143

Tovmship vyouths, then, weve almost inevitably politicised. As

Stan Mot juwadi put it:

Township kids shared somzthing in commen. Froum bivrth... what
happevs to a tewnship Lid,  what he zees - pass vaids, people

being arrested for pernies, the general enpecisencr of  the

tewnship  kid i the old townoshipe = peliticised bim  whether

e liked it ooy not.

Sy, although the ad@r#gm township vouth did not  paclicipate  in

politics duriprg  the 1740 ang 1980, "hwe was a ssculdecing | .

voleane., 611 he needed was something to gspaek b of¥, It has
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always heon like that." (15

Tsotsi = youth found the ANC's methods of pei!tical resistance
iﬂcnmpréhengible But  the teotsi 5ubnuiture eﬁgéged iﬂ: ifé (=170
form;' o cultufallanﬁ priitical rﬁsisfanté. 3 héve Sthn in @
previous’ paper hew tectel sﬁyle + o ritual and statqa‘ stfdcfﬁréﬁ‘

wea d@finad in an?agoﬁiam both to the'haémmOﬂiC'~hhif§  ;u1§uFe-
and'té‘the lgrgely_pagﬁive, feapeztfui ard etquieaceﬁt culture of
their 'ﬁarent;. fApart from ite anti—és%ah}ighmentl gtyie.lénd.
.1aﬁg;ag§, the  teotsi subculture separéhed ]ﬁteelf':aff‘ f}qm
ma;ngtfeam én:iet* th;dugh its willingness to éngagé E£ Et;6{ﬁ§I
.actyviEQ‘dirEKted both at whiteé'aﬁd towqéhip résid?n@é,‘?thréQ@h
its‘ feﬁection of the Qnrk ékhic,“thruugh‘thé glﬁra??ﬁgtiahi‘;f a
Vimlencéftlé) ﬁenalj%ng the activitiews of th@: hme?i;ﬁﬁg‘ {n-
‘Snwhiaﬁﬁwﬁ ih the 15408 and 1?305, Mﬁtjuw%éi-gbagrvéq=.:_" -
Y;u'éme; some of.th@m regarded them$QIVEE aa fréa&ﬁh‘%ighfefﬁ

- in  their own warped way... If he tolls a white businessl
which euploitz his trother he thinke he's struck & bBlow - for
Tiberation... They thought that fo refuse to werk for a white
mar, .. they regacded - 1t."in  itself ag a . political
statement. (17} . . "
: Théf Ama%icahé of S&pﬁiétéwn‘wera arg;eét deal 66};lsnphiétiéated
fh;ﬁ.'tﬁﬂ average street éﬁfn;r tsotsi Qang. They wers 'pfnhahly
:theiohiy gaﬁg of the ﬁime,‘ fgr iﬂstahce,:which avoided attacking
'iﬁgal tesidénﬁs and it is pessible that some of iﬁg members  had
same ccherant ideas abouy "sucia{‘bénditry;. For tFﬁ mast  park,
ltﬁotsi cultural resistance was uparticutated, incdharent,
iﬁ;@ﬁﬁistent, Tt was gutwleyei arvd angry; Thﬁntﬁﬁtﬁi}ﬁ primafy

Al Poenss

g‘qnﬁéaﬂn was to swrvive on the ctrests, Lo forge per
W :

'éndfsfétus within his harsh and grotal subéulturs.

il
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jt was the viclence inherﬁst in the tsotsi suboulture which mest
ﬂécigively mate it irracancilablé_with ANC ﬂbllt;tﬁ. Teoteis
Found ARG passivity haffling, sven uﬁdignified; tha.ﬁMC, in durn,
racqiied from rteotsi vielenoe snd verlatility. Tﬁutﬁié 'rmﬁardwd
pdliqé as the universal eremy; they Qare prepared to. fight wibh
police physically.  Throughout the 19502 in particular there ware
numerous incidents of tsotsi-police viclence, usvallv not related
to a directiy pnirtina} iasQe. Tn 19580, Ao dastance, & clob
bﬁohe- out in Newclare when ﬁulice ware birought in to deal with“
iil?gél‘bﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁiﬁﬂ hf lifgquoi. -ﬁYmung hoeoligans” G%r@ reported to
hévg‘ waged a.}angrbattle through the afternoun ard night  msindy
against pﬁlicel(lé} Duyr ing tﬁﬁ Saphiatown restvals the;e WETE A
ritmber of vislent eﬁgegﬁmenté betwueen =stireet . gaogs arirl
police.(19) VIﬁI}QEE Mearehoa tesoteis even invaded trwe local police
station tc refeage_a fellew gang member who had bsea acvestzd for
sexusl esﬁault. Tﬁe pelice Manﬁing the station ownly just managed

te  Jock theEaselves in & roan and escaps nput the back way before

the tgotsie smashed down the looted docor. The aroested voudb o was

fresd.(20)  Don Mattera, in a rather over—romanticised. hub
nevarfhaiasﬁ'rmvealinq way, rvacalls hig iapstierae as a gangster
during the 19350s with ANE pgve-w ol anee

Vnnng pEeple.. .  when you §2W 8 T0D, YO SER AT @nenY... The
politicians had a2 nive way of anproaching things., They looked
for memoranda, they had petitions, they talbed to vous. .. Oone
memoyandum wos a Lnvife and a gun.  Ke petiticred cuvselves in
Blood,

ve AR A thug, I coultdn’'t see vy they ware z1lcwing the

ice tn run ramshod over them, why there was ne  phvsizal™
twsbance othsr than the thumbh ralssd in tho air, tha khakl

Povims marchilng 1o the streets and sir bing their ditties.

4. 1T oramembisc oeinog to @y Fivet aseting in Becker Shreet

]
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[ANE  meshars  were tryving te 'vebabilitata' Mattera by the -
“late 1953231, hearing  all  these pesple chatting away and -
arguing. And T remember thinking: ‘Hhen are these peopla
going to Fight? When are they going o fight?'(21)

Youths, fthen, olzarly felt a political anger when\they' engayged -
polire who entered the tovnshipe to deal with heer'hrewing, pass
nfféﬁceé and q@nefal “unrest” incidents.  Yeouths, for ‘ihstﬁﬁﬁﬁ,

wizire promivent in riots related to these issues in Erugesrsdoirp in

1742 and Newclare in 1949 and 1920.(28)

Thierg ‘15 some  scattered eVideﬁcg to suggeéti:that‘ ﬁhe :t5otéi‘
element did'mccaeﬁoﬂally‘particihat@‘in QND caﬁnaigﬁs ﬁhﬁéuﬁhﬁuﬁ
the iésﬂﬁ hut, ‘wiéh'the pcssible-ewcébéiﬂns:ﬁf. the quhiafown>
remﬁvélé and thae Bantu Edutati;n poycott in. Bewn%i, gangsters
WeT R Nevayr acti;ely recrulted o dﬁ s0. (238} Afthoqgh ANC?metFods
Cmere rathar baffling to the tébtgiz, aény_'b? :iha 'ggﬁgaters',V
cartainly felt a spuﬁtaﬂeaué sympafhy Fer éﬁmé f&f? th; #NC
campaigns. (24} In an vnorganised and uﬁdiscipliﬁed~;ay fhé# ﬁ&ulﬁ'
_intérveme- to Furthesr the-infereats of campaigrs aé #He?—ﬁaui%ié.
in at'leaét one caAse, it would appﬁar,n ‘ganqst@ﬁs wer%i offefad
monéy' by lindividual :act;vistﬁ tofhmip enfores a hm?untt.(éﬁ)
Duvihé the Sephiatown vembvals the intzeests of geangsters aod the
ANC ovérlappgﬁ. Ouasionally gantos weanld get drawn ivto campsiogws
temp&rarily through persenalissd connections between gang leaders

and activigta. (P&)

_Eveﬁ_ if they w@re not activaly'and opanly  rveciulted. tsotsis
§: Etoved.ta he extremsly u%efu? allies, wartiuularly in bovrokts,
: f%ﬁey'@quld provide an element of phezicsl comvsion which the ANT,

.@iéﬁ i%s princialed r@jeﬁtiﬂﬁ of viglaee in She 19502, would shy

(RS
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awav | from itself, Thas during tram and busz brveotts they  would
cften prevent passengers from boarding. (27 During the pobato,

v - boyeoobt, Mattera recalls that his gang would saussb ths windows of

e

figh and chips shops that faited-to adhere to the boyoott. (88)

Possibly the most effective tsotsi intervention cemz in the Bantu’

Education boycott. In 1935 the mansger of the Jothamesburg  HEAD .

reported on  an incident in Western Native Township in which &

‘thi;teen year old was stabhed by a gang ﬁf yoeuths }hﬂgiﬁq in age
frﬁﬁ nine to fifteen ;ears old. ";..The stabhed lead refuséd e
take part in the schesl boycott: he was a good- oy and waé thuﬁu
st upon by the criminal elemEﬁt."{295, Accocding to Bonner, s

rﬁhabi!itatﬁd pr=tsutsi whe became a kew a;tivist in the Beoaoig

et s b o e A A 1

bramch of the Congress Youth League used his old gang rnonbacis to
draw tzotsis into the Bantu Edugzaticn bnycott. The Bereni tooksis

were esxtremely effective in  praventing . echoolchildren et

.

attending schood . (30)  Thie aphmawﬁ to be the owly olear esample

e

of sustained and orchestrated gang involvessat o AHC  activity,
Interestivgly, the Bantu Education boveoit wos move sustxived an

suceceseful v Benorni than in all the other warban centves, (31

i 3 s i, e

I Sophiatown the fieveelv territeriz] veouth gengs and the  AMGT

found  it&elf  united in epposition to the rewovale. Thig was

s
i
i
]

deepite the fact that the ANT had & hi%tory of suppart for  kha
Tepal Qivil Guard movement whoss nrin conmegra ih was he eBradicate

teotsd gangsterism. (321 The ganns seftsed that i their terd were <

Labion  soay Fepm tham thmy would be  poeerless and, uliticstely, o
dizintegrate. Throughoul the 1950:. . particularly in the late

1950, gaageters  weve teveleed A0 onoolng strest hattles with

-
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poelice and  vemeval teams. (33F) Although the aNe uﬁderstgdd'tﬁe

inportance of the youlh gang constitusnoy in its struggle agéiﬁﬁt

the removals, the orgenisation had ite work cut out to restrain
vouthys from armed remistance: Tin 1953, whmﬁ the Smphiatown

ramovals had become a very reel prospect, a revﬂallrg 1ead qtdrv

éppaared in the Baanty Wocld, The large hﬂaﬂl1ne 1e*d ”MQEHINE
BUNE, . RIFLES, REVDLVERS HIDDEN IH GOFHIATOWNY with the suh-head
“The Feople Follow the Congress Lead in Nen-Vialencs®. ‘

Minigter Swart was vioht. There is an afsenal'nf- maching-—
qung, rvifiles snd revelvers in the Wsstern Are O Thers - are
people  who ave prepaced to use them but the- Afr1¢an Net1ona1“
Congress will have nothing to do with them. L

For the past couple of wesbs,. ,nphxatuwh- has. been &
battieground for the souls of the youth., .l A o
The viclent section Have demanded action. B :

But Congress has fought For nonwv1flencp and the anplE havn

followed its lead.

- The battle was fought agaln oveT Thp wpelwnd.

Young men poured into gnphx#thn from all over the Rapf

They gathered in secret in many vooms.  The' wmrdy_ battle
vaged for hours. : . : L '

Thay demanded wviolent action to-check the Removall ' .

Congress neople pleaded with them to 5t1ck-'to the non-.
viclert lins. o L

Mearwhile big forces of police patrolled the qtrents, thm
wailuway stations of the Western Areas, the bus stops. and the -
street Corvers. S T

The weekend paserd without vinlence, (34)

'Qlthoﬁgh thel AMC  ang  the tsotsis often worked together  to

mobilise against the removals, cultural Elalvl straﬁwgic tensiong

ran  deep. Throughout the 19803 thi AMEC i@ﬁderehipg With a few

'éxceptioﬁﬁ, failed to tunm in &2 the wavelength of the messive

voubth  gang conshituency. The AMNC  was  remarkebly patient,.
. ‘ .,

disciplined, non-vielent, intellectual and, for the dost pact, it

Chad  trempadons respoct for Wembers demccrsbic valnes.  The youth

Cgangs were impatient, wndisciplined sand angry. Blthough they were

12!
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déepiy influenced by Bmerican madia images, they  were httprlyr‘
scornful of white westernised vailues. They were noliticised but
indifferert to political practise. . The AHC reme inad an

organisation "for older peaple".

III

Powerfullylinflgenced by Lhe ﬁQFriEaﬂiEt“ jdess of ﬁntonr Lamizerie
and A. P. Mda, the AND YnuthlLeagum w%s establishaed i 1794 with
the —épecific aim of radicalising the ANC from . within., The OYL
effectively séized ﬁdn?rul of the‘ﬁNC at the annmual cnnféﬂﬁnﬁﬁ of
the organisaticn in Blesmfontein in 194%. - The CVL's Progranae of
ﬁnti&n wags . officially aduptéd. By  thie early 18%0s  the OVL
leaderehip  hasd moved in£m.the leadereliip pogitipms of e B,
Melaﬁa Mandels  and ‘D]iver Témbu, amenget  othzrs, vose o
promineEnce jat this Lime. ﬂlthough- 2 carbain ﬁrganﬁqabimmal

dyniamism was injected intn the ANC, many of the principlas of bhe

original YL were coverturned, particularly the vejestion of

alliances with sympatheﬁic whites, coloureds, Indiaos and
Commuriets! e tha OV had  achieverd  itn chiective Tt

vadicalising the ANC Lo an extent and the lendershin shrecthoes
had shifTied, the original CYl. iost divection. Ths policies becadte
indistinguishahle from these of the parvent body and 16 elaply

tzcama  the wing of the AHC wvhich concenbrated o0 rec-uiting

-
yvoungsr osecnla. Bt a gimnering tensicn gradually esscrged wlthin

the OYL hetuoen those who were loval to the parent body and those

G e Tl e e e




‘whe gaw  themzelves zs loyal to the origivmal principles .of -the

EYL..- A faction within the CYL, bBased lavgely in the Orlando East

branch under the laadership of Fotlabeo Leballe, felt that the AND.
waQ out of touch with the youbh congtituency. The CYL, this
faction  felt, had to covtinue its task of radicalising the AN

from within, On the one haﬁd, it arqued that tha &ND should met

cooparate with noR-Africans and él} governmehtFiinked Cpuppet
iﬁﬁtiiutiana” gl as Advisory Reards.  n the ather hand, it

advecated "a mure sesertive mebilisation of the veolatile  youth

constituency. Leballe waz expslled from the ﬂNClaﬁditha:;Orlandh-
Ezst . biranch  was suﬁpaﬂded. Leballo and  hig follnweré' Were

constdered to be ivresponsible and raclelly exglusivist. Many

Vouth-Leaguer$ vallied érauﬁd the charigsnatic Lebalié and a méjdr
-breakawéy, _.which 1ead té the emevgence of Eﬁa.:?ﬂ;, _Qéﬁ
precipitatéd. In April 1959 the FAC was officially inaugurated
uﬂﬁer:the leadership of Raheft Scbukwe, a‘Highly intellectual and

charismatic follower of the old Lembede setool.,  Scbulkwe tac made

a tremendnus - impact in the couple of ymérs he had spent an  the

Witwatersrand since his move from Standerton. {35)

By ﬁugugt 19%%, only three monthg after its inaugurﬁtiun,,the Fan

claimed é sigihed up membersnip of almost 25 00D of which roughly
half" came 'ffnm the Transvaal. (34} The FED was  essa2nhially  an
arganisation. fov yourng men. Gail Gmrﬂﬁﬁt eaphatires this poink, -

saw It must be neled that, wikhnot dnuht; age ard, et class

was  the most distinguishing characteristic of  $he FeQ's
Ffallowing. At every leval of orgsrisal N, Feam the nabiomal

leadership dewn  to the lgast  regissobed norecard-carrying,

T aupeorter, the peopls associabe) with the PO wave At 1
", decade vounger on average than dhese in thae ANT. The P
wags  sumetimes  said, nseded no youth les A TEINE-L

ttself arm crganization of vouth fiom top ke bettom, (27)

e

B R R T

g it whem

ey awme nn

.

This - observation Wagn supported by & number,  of ity
inTarmants. "Paople who  joired | the FAC were  mostily youvig,

guys"(38); “The PAC was made up gredominantly of voung peopls -
they ‘sigﬂad up  many ymuths"(é?i; ‘“Thé vornng ﬁeopia were thay
PACa" (40}, Gerhart gaes  on  to asser£ that it was the tsotsi
eleﬁent which was particularl% attracted to the FRC.

It any single group cewld be describend sz distinctively FPAD
in orientaticn, it would be the Lruvad mategory of Africang

Entwn 1 some ‘contexts as "lotation boys" and in  btherg  se
teotgis. ... Usually more sducabted than lowsr class whekers,

yet unable to break into the ranbg of the potty bourgeoisie,

they adve soocrnful of the low status and 1ow paid  employment

available to  them, and engage in rackets, <on ganes  and

thefts of every description. Those who are uneeployed  maw

groupg  inte gangs of juvenile delinguents... and participate
Sin evrimes of violenge. con They are. "embittered, frustrated,

aggresnsive, non-tonformist, ‘eugnastible, and  prone te

viclence," (Huperl notes, eand "they reject the velied

behavicur of the educated elite,"” the so—callad "suouge me"

type of older educatsd wrban African. With Little to looe

materially and much to gain from the removal of job and wage

digcrimination, they are a politically velatile element and

one which was drawn strongly to the FAD.(41)

) . . -
The FAC immediately struck the right chord with the tsabsi youbh,

Teotsis were particularly abttracted to the PAC's emphasis  on
"action” angd confrontation.  Althouegh the organisabion o?ficially
distanced jtself Trom vinlence there was an unsbated  admiration
for viclent resiebance. ﬂmcmraing to Gﬁfhart "there seemed to be
an  assumption thet viclence was inevitable, or even dasirable..
nlike the aMC, for vhich nworn-viclentk was a recognised policy,
the FALD pointedly  J29t ite oplicons coen vegardiomg  mathorls bf“
strugole, "0 The  FAL shetoric made more  senss o the
anipressively aﬁﬁiw%ﬁ*ah)l%hmmﬁt wented EUhHU]?h?F. A]bhaugﬁ“
tactmia  dHid pet cecssearily ddentify with the  inftellectual

coovept of  afeilcsnise,  they ldentified with the PRC scorn for

A
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Africens whe iemitated the White middle class. " The PAD "shaved
the samg sense of urgercy and Feustvation, the same .explnsive

angev as the younger cenesration." (43)

Nheréas the AHME acted within a ﬁcrupu}ouﬁiy.lwgsl.énd reﬁpmctaﬁla
ffaméyoﬁk, the PAL were net averse to breaking the léw a2 -
offending the white libkeral estabiigﬁmenr. Short of ffhahC?Ey the
Fac ﬁ;uld guietly evcourage iintsis to séeal éﬁuipmeﬁt. for
praduciﬂg_ leaTlets or stﬁai'a car tm; fﬁrthrr 'oréanisatidﬁgﬁ

ebjettives.{44) ° This made sehse to tmoitsis,

The FAD @ alse tapped into a pomerfiu) ﬁaghismu strain within the “"

tamtsi;ﬁuhcuituve.‘Yﬁung WOmEN Were hqr%ifically.ubjécfif;ed aﬁd

ahuseﬁ - and syatamatical]?- pushed to  the bériﬁﬁéry'_mf ',£h@
subcﬁlﬁure.;hﬁl The FAC. did not sée & role ?év Néh@ﬂ in
pﬁli#i;al f@%ﬁﬁtancﬁ. Itﬁ éﬁ&bmr@hiﬁ was élmamt'gnclﬁﬁiveiy_ﬁalé;
it considered a woman’'s leagﬁe unnecwesavy.(4&)"+his “duplitated
the " pattern of urban vouth géhg umheréhip and, oree égain,. it

made sunse Lo toobtsmie.

During. 19%%9 and 1560 tfu PAC Fecru{t@d actively nbéluﬁ]y :amnngst
%chupl childven Gut algn amongst strest ganys. THE@ pétt?rn of
re:rqitméht ﬁad alfagdy started to enarge mrcuwnd 1957 and 1908 in
'Drlaﬁdaf iMarqiﬁaliﬁed Africanists in the Orlsnde bfanch-of She
C¥l.,y  whe would laver becowe PAC mesbevs, woire h%viﬁg an‘ impéut
'ﬁmﬁﬁgstutsatgis in Orlandc prﬁbr to the formation of the PAC. Twe

. R
of my informente reroall the werk of an acbiviet by the name  of
er 2 )

in

Mapiza, 2 boxing traivar who worted oub
SOrlando,(47)  He was & atrong man oho cacviced a gun arcund with

1é
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him. He was respucted by the tsotsis of Orlando. Hs was a

"capable and  intelligent” man who attempted o politicice  the

- gangs. Initially a mamber of the Orlando CYL, he hecans "a scoout”

for  the FAC. Mapiza apparently rear i ted young  mse et his

gymnasiuwn, “While pecople were practising bouing, they wonld be

holding a caucus”.(48) HMapise would alse call gangs tegethes and

épeak to thamy he would tvy to redivect their enEvgy Eheaids

poiitica. He would tell them o identify the white establishment -

as  the enemny rathsr than dother gaugs. He  waes  apparsatly

. paﬁticmlariy succeasTul in recruiting menbers of the Dtta  Town,

and Boam Town grngs. (49)
, .

Rubert  Scbukwe . wam himself an euivaordiﬁarllv pEvErfal

perscnality. ‘He was chaéismatic;‘ "dyaamic” and influehtimlg
particularly gﬁ Drléﬁdn.(ﬁﬁ) Like Mapisa, hig pqramnai iﬁfldﬁﬂé?
was . sshtahlished ancrgst the  btownship youth  prioe to. the
establishment of the FAC, while still a member of the  AKNC. (511
Merris  Nkosi, an Orlesnde tzotel during the i%ﬁﬂa, recally thé
Hugé- impact  of Sobubwe amingst the veuth during 1977 and 19460,

Sobubwe used to address rumerous seetings ang voung  men would
L] .

flock to listen to bim spead. Although Euhdlafa waire prébahly tho

. .
biguest constituency of the FAC, the crganisation clsavly drew in
tantail  youth on oa lavge scale., A0 activists went "scouting on
the weabgnde". They would tell gargsterss "Shep molesting prople

and come #ivl listen te this goepel J"IHEEY "In Ehe little tims [ the

a Mot iuwadi, "1t was ahencnenal bhow o bhe *

Al had, " cbhusrved 3

yintth resporwded to Bohiodees's oell ot ()




AE‘ early as 1900, it seoemns ci@ar that the Eouth African ‘5tat@
feared the potentizl politicisation of the taotsi cuﬁﬁtitu@ﬂcy.
The state recognised tentsl gangs ag s aajor  sacial conbirel
i%mué anel ﬁt@fted to pestulate about the ﬁevastatiné :qngwquaﬁcéa

should this viplent Efat] volalile censtl tuency becoma

pelitizised.{54) In a recent papaev, Jon Hyslop ﬁuggﬁﬁta-that the

Eantu Educatitn  system was set up largely sas & solution to the

prohl@ﬁa of sowial controel of the wrbarn yoeuth. Mot only did‘.the

state want to curb the massive prime lovels in the £ownships but
1t also feared the potential political mobilisation of the lumpeh-

yduth.iﬁﬁ) The whan youth, particularly thé tsmtéi':eiemﬁﬂt,.-"

appeared. to be the primavy target of Lhe po taSharpeviﬁlé ‘State

of Eméfgeﬁny. “In April (960 the Gelden Giby

fbllowing: 

‘ Systematically and with masziva forces of Feavily-armed méﬁ,.
the police have raided theiv way throwgh mest of the densely--

popuiated Africen areaz iv Sowth Afvica duving the past week.

They are net ralding for ‘passes’, the deputy commissicner
of Felicte for the Witwstersvand, Colonel 3.0, Lwsomer, | told
FOSY -~ they are trying to clean wup "oub-of-works, criminals
and leators." (5&) - oo :

"Put-cf-werks, oriminals and . leafers" were sliost invariably

synonoanus  with teoetsis in adainistvative Jargon.  In July 19460

the  Golden City Pogk ran & series of articles about thodsands of

yotths  being arrested &n the Witwstersrand. 1 July 17 . it was

repcrted  that  abeout 15 000 youths were being held 'in the " glant

Modder B jail, a converted disveed aine  compound which ths

Qﬁveh6m9ﬂt ‘puwchaﬁéd firom BEREM in Decarher 1959, Youbhs  were
’ aﬁriv;ﬁg from  througheut  the Resf, from as far  afield as
::E?gfp%ig; rugersdovp, Sepricgs  and Migel. Every day. ik way
'%rEﬁortEd,l‘éﬁGut 100 youths  wese celessed  safter having  been
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thoroughly screened while about thé same nuaber ware heing  taken
in avery day, Meny of the "releaged” were sert te faram jails or’
returned to the ressrves where they, or their parents, were born.

Youths were generally detained under Section 4 of the Energency

_Regulations. Scme of them had spent up to twe aonths in Modder B

without being charged. (%7) A Post writer described the yoirmgsecyn
at Modder B wvividly.
Severn oo ‘Eighf truckloads of prizoners thundee in and  oub
every day - some of them heing brought. in for detention or .
"soeeening” by a specisl enguiry inside the  Jail, presided
. over by three magistrates, some of the prisonevs eing btalon
amay fur release or to join the laborur gangs on the Tarms.
It was reported that a very large proporiion of the approximately
14 000 ¢ Modder B detainees were under the agé of B1. Cosmon
criminals  and pass sffenders were apparently separated from the
palitical _datainmmg.{sﬂ} It =zesmrs clzar that thie massive
clampdown o township vouth, althmdgh-nnt alwave. directed at
pecple  wht were cvertly prniibical, waz clesely liviked to  the
pﬁlitical. contral  obleckives cof the State of FEmergency. The
timing of +this clampdown cowld alec sugos=t  that the ctote

perceived the exrtent %o which the PAC had pernetiated the wider

youth congtitusncy,

In late Mavch aved April of {960 a new wave . of tant;i gang
vielenre swapt throunh the townships. Waves of Yeotsi violente
were common to the towrBhips buet, for the firey time, & political
dimerigion cvept  into teotel activibty (59) During  the chactic
eavly days of tha Bliste of Eserpengy ths tsotai's  urimioal angd ¢
ﬁmfitical aciivities waré intértwined and ambinuous, Or 3 April‘
the  Geldea Givy Fost, undsr the frontpsge beadline "BGY‘lTHUGﬁ
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TAKE CYER from politizal leaders iv the Towdships”, ran Kthé
sfollowing stovve

Vicious young Lhugs ceshing in on the orisie have viriually
taken ovier the townships in the past few davs. R

I3 - In savage outhursts of violence they have in the past week
hesn  vesponsible  for hundreds of  assanlts,  at 'lmast one
murder of an African cop, and scores of rapes.

Tiew Taking advantage . 0f the cenfusioh arising out of  the

crisie, and the Tack that many houses have been left
urprotectad, thev have used Pan Ofvicanist avd AN.C. dlogans
as - fronts' for their sctivitie= as they continwe to rab,~éﬂd
pillsge on the majority of the Reef's larger Sowns.
vy Althoug!y vewally well-~behaved, the high zchon) boys From
ari Orlandeo scheei were involved in VBTLUUH ,=t0n1nq“‘ ‘and
attacks. .
They later told POST that that they had been joined by - the
oW nertorious Bertinse and Apaches of Or iando East. L
Apparently on the stay-away day these ganos forget that they

Wi enemies  in & cemmon purpese of o assaditing innocent:

pEOple. . o . S ;
FOST  learned that mest of the thugs responsible - for this
tevror are leafers whe do not poquss rEferenu& bonks.;. (&0)
Accoirding to the article, the offlcet of the Fﬂr'—Urban Heaith

Foard in Alerandra wwr@'attackmd bv a gang of t%c+r19 cnlled th

Red  ¥nife Hoye. They attempied to burn the hu11d1ng rdﬂwﬁ-.‘ThE

Pari-Urban Health Ecard was not only a symbol of state  autherity

but  an  institubicon which dedicatid itsaif ta wiping out the

fsotei . menace in Alexerdra. A crack police unit cperated  under

itS‘auphérity whick the tsotsis called the "Feri~Urbans".

uhAt.emergad in the walke of PAC mokilisation; Sheypevills a;d Lhe
declgfatioﬁ.nf the Btate &F Farrgency wa 1h= first foereshadowing
of today's se-zalled "Fem-teobtsic” . Thoussads of t;ntsié had hisen
poiiiicaily mebilised and qave thaiy é]l%giaﬁcmlta a  politics)
orgaﬁiﬁation. gut they wvees sutrematy difTicult to confrmi. Mg~
”yi#}encé, accontabill by avel ene et v b palibioal achion e

Eéfiéﬁ concepts  to  the teobtsi soboultore. The siteation get
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long  jail  sentences, erganisational ocoherente disinkegra

cbmpletély out  of  hend during thé-‘Btat@ of Fanraency when
numEfuus' !mad@rs vho wei e reﬁhected and admived by  the tecotsid
cadres were detained. All hope of placing these angry  and
brutaliged -sitreet gsigs urder zome kind of political discipline
and a;countahility fell ayay. The gangs saw. ne cenkradiction
petusen  their usual criminéi getivities s their new political
ﬁ;tivatiﬁﬁg. Even the FAC, who had recruited these vouths so
en£husia5tically, were  foreced Lo condempn the posh-Charpeville
%:tivities o f fhe tsotsics., A PAC ,;pmk@ﬁman, Hilliam Jalohe,

statadr “tle stivongly condemn the ezt that these ir-esponsible

youths are using viclenre on innocent people.”(41)

The Pﬂcland? to o lesser entent; tHe AHC ence 1k harl édnpt@ﬁ the
armed S‘!t'-"i,lg(;].t':*:l retained their large sﬁwmurt hase amongst  fthe
urban  youth after the organiﬁations. were  banneit, Ohce  the
organiéationé went uﬁderngQHd and dozens of membier s wete given

a1

alteogether but interest in Fogo and Mkonto we Sizwe remziqed high

amnﬁﬁﬁt the urban youth.($25 Thyounhout the 19%&0s, &
trickle of youths made the decisicon to leave the tnumt%y and join
the exile movements, (53) According ho Matters, ex-gangsters
joined the exiled ANDC iv. large oumbers du}ing the 19405, Twanty

haeame

to thivty membere of hig old Valtueres gang, he olain

artive mepbere of fhe AMT irnclodig Geoyom Heb ooy, Bosd T=ile aod

Bermard Fopane, The 1vflos of ex-gangstevrse into the AMZ, he adds,

infiuvegnred the HKC from e thin and epved the orgarisation in &

viraction.  They reinforoed the peliey

Lot and mifatan

af  araed sltruggle., YThee vinlent  avens was not new fo the
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ganaster. He could kil now for.a move wovbhuibile cause.®(bs) -

ﬂf. courﬁé, these that jaiﬁaﬁ the exile mevesments reprééénted a’
tiny fraction of the wrban youth., For the bulk nf‘urban ymutH i
the - 1960 the Lkay political and social terreiﬂ-ﬁhiftwd frqm  the
séreets te the Bantu Educaticon schoole.  Bantu Edgtatinn_inﬁolved
a  drammtiﬂ lewering of educatiownsl standaicds bﬁt .it also:
. . °
dramatically inoreased  the availability of schotling - for
eri;mﬁs. Ryelep shows. that Banty Education played'a-maéartrélg
ivt bringing abont the pnlitiﬁal quiegéence of fhe 1?665;'tdagpitg
simmering grievances againet tﬁe'syﬁtem.(éﬁi Nevertﬁelégé;i‘the
rew  education system staftad ta‘Tqua‘a ﬁew_unjty; a commen aét
o Eﬂpériéﬂc95 aﬁd-grievaﬂcée é@wnggt‘the‘tmﬁﬁgﬁip; yguéh. :ﬁamﬁz
smhoniing 'helped to weld tmgethef the fréctured. and iﬁferﬁally
antégnnistic wouth cnnstthency.‘ Qlthﬁugﬁ ‘éhé 1?&95 NAQaé
9Eséntialiy & guiescent dﬁmada,.'tbeﬁ, ﬁhe graund@ntk Qas_ being
‘eﬂt551i$hed far the erupti;h‘ﬁf i976. _Thé ynu{h Enﬁéfituénuynméﬁ
abarting to cohere antd 100%9 pni?fiqal -ailégiaﬁcés . anﬁ':

ideslogies, pearticularly blavk ronscizusness, had taken root.
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