From the Lome Convention to the Economic Partnership
Agreements: An assessment of trade relations between the
ECOWAS and the EU.

By Mncedisi Innocent Madela

A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirement for a Masters degree

in International Relation, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

February 2010



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| thanks my family especially my sisters, Mephi Njoko and Sthembile Njoko,
despite the fact that you had never had an opportunity to study at the University,
you stood with me in difficult times, when most of my friends had turned their

back against me.

To my supervisor Mopeli Moshoeshoe, without your advice, clarity on
important issues and professional direction this thesis would never have been

possible.



DEDICATION

To my both parents the late Gabisile Meltah Madela and the late Mavelempini
Michael Mabele: You both gave birth to a man, that did not allow destitution to

be his decider, neither the deprived background to take him down.



DECLARATION

I, Mncedisi. I. Madela, declare that this Masters Research thesis is my own
unaided work. It is submitted for the degree of Masters in International
Relations in the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. It has not been

submitted before for any degree or examination at any other university

SIGNED

..........................................



Contents Pages

ADSTFaCT ..o e 8

ADDIEVIALION. ... 9

1 INtrodUCHION. ... 11

1.1 Background...........ccoiiiiiiiii i e 11
1.2 Statement of the Problem.................ooooiiiiiii i 12
1.3 Research QUESHION. .......oovviiii i, 13
1.4 Literature ReVIEW......ooiri i e 17
1.5 Theoretical Framework.............ccooiiiiiiiii i, 21
1.6 Methodology......oouviiii i 26
2. Origins of the Partnership.............ocooiiiiiiiiii e, 28
2.2 The First Lome Convention...........coovuiiiiii i 31
2.3 The Lome Convention IV: The “Winds of Change™.................... 37

3. Economic Partnership Agreements: Content and the Nature of proposed EPA

3.1Why the European Union put pressure to ECOWAS member states to sign
the BP A S . o 44

3.3 Why Ghana and Ivory Coast signed the interim EPA....................49

3.3 The framework of the EU-ECOWAS EPA negotiations............... 51
3.4 Internal Challenges Confronting the ECOWAS......................... 53
3.5 Nigeria’s role as a regional leader in consolidating unity............... 56
4. Nigeria’s Trade Relation withthe EU...............................coo e, 63



A.ADISCUSSION ON B P A . ..o e e 65

4.2 Data INterpretation. ......c.oevvuiiii e e e 68
4.3 Internal Challenges to regional Cohesion.................ccevvviiinninn. 75
5. EPA Negotiation versus Collective interests of West Africa...................... 80
5.1 Evaluation of EPA negotiation.....................ccoooiiiiiii i 80

6. Conclusion

References

Vi



List of Tables

Table 4.1a

Table 4.1b

EU Exports to Nigeria

EU imports from Nigeria...............ocooiiiiiiiiiiinin,

vii



Abstract

The continuous negotiations between the EU and the ECOWAS on the
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) started in September 2002, with an
aim of completing these negotiations before end of December 2007, which was
set up by the EU. The essence of the EPA is to replace the longstanding
preferential trade that allowed the ACP countries to export their goods to the
EU market without reciprocating. Since, preferential trade was not compatible
with the World Trade Organisation rules. This study examines the negotiation
process between the EU and the ECOWAS, with an aim of examining whether
the proposed EPAs would stimulate regional integration in West Africa or it
would undermine it. This study is an attempt to show how the EU has intended
to foster this agreement in the region through its various offensive strategies,

and it explores responses by West African states.

The ECOWAS region is negotiating the EPAs with an intention of achieving a
development focused trade agreement that is going to take into account
developmental challenges of the region. In addition, it has become clear that
Nigeria is not prepared to sign the interim EPAs with the EU; instead, it is
working hard to ensure that the EPAs have a development dimension attached
to it. Subsequently, this would mean that regional collective interests are
promoted under the EPASs in order to ensure that development achieved in West

Africa is not reversed.

viii



Abbreviation

ACP ..., African, Caribbean Pacific
CAP......oeiiin. Common Agricultural Policy
CET....ooovviiiinn. Common External Tariffs
CPA........coii, Cotonou Partnership Agreement
CEMAC................ Economic Community of Central African States
EBA......cooiiii, Everything But Arms

EC.ooiiiii European Commission

ECDPM................. European Centre for Development Policy Management
ECOWAP............... Economic Community of West Africa’s Agricultural Program
ECOWAS............. .Economic Community of West African States
EDF.....coooiiiiii. European Development Fund
EEC..........ol. European Economic Community
EPA..........l Economic Partnership Agreements
EU.......ooo European Union

GATT.......ceen General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs
GSP.....oooiii Generalized System Preferences
IMF..........oool International Monetary Fund
LDC.....coovviiiinis .Least Developed Countries
MFN........o Most Favoured Nation

MMC.........ooeenn, Ministerial Monitoring Committee
MTR......c..oooni. Mid-Term-Review



NANT........oooeels National Association of Nigerian Traders

NIEO......cccoiiiinits New International Economic Order
NIP.....oooiins National Indicative Plan

ODA........ccoiiiis Overseas Development Agency
REPA.................... Regional Economic Partnership Agreements
SPS..i Sanitary & Phyto-sanitary Standards
STABEX............... Stabilization of Export

SYSMIN............... System of Mineral Export Stabilization
UEMOA................ Union Economique et Monetaire Ouest Africaine
UNCTAD............... United Nation Conference on Trade and Development
WAEMU ............... West African Economic and Monetary Union
WTO.....oooiiis World Trade Organization



