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                                               Abstract 
 
The following research report will look at efforts that have been made by EU elites to 

forge a European identity since its inception. In this light, this research report will 

evaluate whether there has been steady support for a European identity among EU elites 

and EU citizens in the different EU member states and thus assess whether the possible 

accession of Turkey into the EU, a Muslim country, has jeopardised its formation. This 

research study will be explained by investigating various theoretical traditions on how 

national identities emerge within the nation-state model and show that Constitutional 

Patriotism is the approach that EU elites have decided to take in identity formation at the 

EU level.  
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                                      Preface  

 
The following research report is primarily about identity formation at the EU level. It is 

mainly concerned with assessing whether it is warranted to preclude a country’s 

application for EU membership based on cultural differences. Hence, Turkey was chosen 

as a case study because for the first time in enlargement, EU elites and EU citizens tried 

to preclude membership of a country into the EU on the basis that the applicant country 

did not have the same ‘identity’ as the rest of the EU members. Furthermore, Turkey was 

even accused of being a threat to the burgeoning European identity which was posited as 

a valid reason to proscribe its membership aspirations. This research report thus limits 

itself to looking at how an identity has evolved and been framed, how other candidates 

have been deemed eligible for EU membership and whether cultural affiliations played 

any part in integrating previous countries into the EU.  

 

This research report looks at how EU elites and EU citizens alike have perceived a 

European identity all along and how attached they have been to it. The research assesses 

whether there is any truth to the argument that Turkey is too different culturally to be part 

of the EU and a European identity. This research report will also show the kind of criteria 

that EU elites and EU citizens set for Turkey and how they deem Turkey’s eligibility for 

membership. It shows how this has changed and why this might have occurred. 

 

This research report is about identity formation at the EU level. It is not about Turkey as 

such, nor is it an in-depth analysis of Turkey’s domestic political and economic problems 

which have stymied its accession into the EU.  
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As of now, the EU consists of 27 member states. This research report limits itself to the 

responses and reactions of 4 of these EU member states to the question of Turkey’s 

possible accession into the EU. This was deliberate because in three of these countries, 

Austria, Germany and France, the public and political sphere is evidently against 

enlargement to Turkey, whereas in Britain, the political leadership is for enlargement to 

Turkey.  Hence, the focus was on ascertaining how attached they were to a European 

identity and assessing whether their reasoning for trying to preclude or support Turkey’s 

membership, had something to do with protecting a European identity from Turkey 

which they thought was in jeopardy. The purpose of selecting these four EU member 

states is also to assess whether the way in which their national identities burgeoned at the 

national level, affects the degree of affiliation that they harbour towards a European 

identity at the supranational level. 

 

My primary intention was to illustrate that a European identity has not always been based 

on ethnic lines since it was first introduced, rather it had been recently reformulated by 

some EU member states from a civic to an ethnic identity. By illustrating that a European 

identity has always been based on civic values up until the last enlargement in 2007, I 

hoped to dispel the rhetoric on European identity being based on cultural affiliations and 

a shared heritage. Hence, the purpose was to show that it was unjust and unfounded to 

redefine an identity as a means to preclude Turkey’s membership into the EU on cultural 

grounds. 
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