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ABSTRACT

The findings of the TIMMS study show that “South African learners have a very poor
self-concept in Mathematics and Science compared to pupils internationally” (Howie,
2001, p. 37). This implies that South African learners perceive themselves as not talented
enough to do well in either of the subjects, that the two subjects are difficult and that they
cannot find any joy in learning them. Research has shown that the notion of self-concept

has an influence on attitudes towards learning (Young, 1998).

This study aimed at investigating whether the use of context-based teaching methodology
in the teaching of Science is able to assist learners in developing interest and positive
attitudes towards the learning of Science, and whether these could lead to improvement in
the performance of learners in Science. The study further looked at the kinds of
difficulties that could be faced by educators attempting to use the context-based approach
in their daily teaching. The latter was investigated because it is difficult to examine how

learning takes place in the classroom in isolation from teaching.

The results of the study indicate that learners seem to become more interested in Science
learning when learning is based on everyday contexts. They seem also to enjoy
participation in different types of group work in the classroom. The level of enthusiasm
in the classroom, as observed during the course of the study as well as the interviews held
with learners at the end of the intervention, also indicates the willingness (which could be
perceived as a change in attitude) that was generated on the side of the learners to
participate in Science learning activities, such as practical work. The performance of
learners in the test given after the intervention also improved slightly compared to their

performance in the test given just before the intervention.
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