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FOREWORD

By LADY PHILLIPS

THE Art of a Nation is an index to that Nation’s character, and

and, although our country is yet young, it
peculiarly rich and original architecture.

has already had a
This impulse had, to

some extent, become obscured, but of recent years a new and living

spirit is to be seen arising.

fncfpfing, rtf 2\, ook e RaV,

to welcome ajournal which
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To those of

us who work for the

com>f moana i (R SYrEWHAURA  uuu
unfolding of the best in the Nation’s character, it is a sincere pleasure

places before
South A frica intends to strive for.

itself the ideals which

In addition

to the beautiful old buildings in the Western Province, South Africa

has a flora which isone of

the richest in
———————————— oifer&Jthe..greatest possibilities to the gardener.

the world, and which
The arts of garden-

making and architecture are closely related, and we have yet to
learn that gardening does not consist only in the culture of
plants and flowers. Maythis new  journal fulfil its mission
in bringing nearer to ussome of the true joys of life !
Florence Phillips.

OUR FRONTISPIECE

O ur Frontispiece is a portrait of the Hon. General J, C. Smuts, Minister of Defence and Acting Prime Minister
during General Botha’s absence in German South-West Africa.

\Y
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It is particularly requested that no permissions to photograph houses, gardens or live stock on behalf of Cousmv Liff in Scum
ArniCA se grunted except when direct application is made from the offices of the paper.
esteem the kindness oj readers if they would forward the correspondence at once to him.

When such requests are received, the Editor would
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EDITORIAL NOTICE

The Editor will he glad to consider any MSS., photographs or
sketches submitted to him, hut they should he accompanied by stomped
addressed envelopes for return if unsuitable. In case of loss or injury
lie cannot hold himself responsible for M SS.t photographs or sketches
and publication in Country Life in S.A. can alone be taken as
evidence of acceptance. The name and address of the oiCncr should,
be placed on the back of all pictures and M SS.

BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Al communications on business matters should he ad-
dressed to The Business .Managkh, “ Country Life in
South Africa,” Box 46)1. Johannesburg.

Exclusive Agents for Great Britain and Ireland, the Con-
tinent of Europe, the Dominion of Canada and the
United States of America: The Argus Printing and

Publishing Co., Ltd., Fleet Street, London,
E.C., England.

A WOMAN'S SEASONABLE REFLECTIONS.

We’re all at war throughout our life

Our whole world’s work is but a strife
Against something we hate.

It may he ignorance or dust,

Or fell disease : but fight we must
From early dawn till late.

—Jane Taylor Eweii.
A MAN’S SEASONABLE REFLECTIONS.
l.

The world’s at war.
Both near and far;
Then lie it ours, my brother,
To bring as weapon? for the strife,
High courage and content with life,
True faith in one another.

If.

With conscience clear,
We’ll have no fear

Tl si 5 cs or cloudy weather,
When comes —t peace on joyful wing,
Lot all the ? gladly sing,

We lo the Lord together.

—Jane Taylor Ewen.

SEASIDE SEAS; A '

Notwithstanding - dull times attendant on
il war, and the 1' _ ' table rebellion, the people
of the Band havi " und their way to the Cape
duringl the past months in exceptionally
large numbers. I'l auresquue Capetown, with
its lovely environm' ms. furnishes a delightful
change from the du~_  Johannesburg, and ils
popularity will s . -r enhanced as time pro-

I/u'7, M5,

gresscs. The potentialities of Greater Capetown
arc certainly unrivalled in South Africa, and the
facilities granted by (lie Railway Administration
as well as by the Union-Castle Steamship Co.
render to hundreds of people to-day a visit pos-
sible which was almost as improbable a few years
ago ns was a trip to the Old Country.

“SALT RIVER !'”

This year we noticed visitors at Muizenberg
and St. James from the Rand who had hitherto
spent (heir “ annual ”
frankly expressed their astonishment at the mani-
fold beauties of the Peninsula. It is peculiar
how many of Lite inhabitants of Johannesburg
and other inland places have only spent a few
hours in Capetown on arrival in South Africa,
either taking tbe train up-country within a few
hours of stepping off the steamer, or travelling
round the coast for other ports and destinations
in the interior. Then began life in a new coun-
try, and perhaps years before a holiday was
thought of._ . One Randite who slaved at St,
James at Christmas-time, first saw Capetown 25
years ago. lie came ashore to have a look
round before proceeding to Natal, and the name
“ Salt River ” attracted his attention. Which
he visited! From present day aspects, this par-
ticular portion of the Peninsula lays no special
claim to beauty, so that one can easily imagine
our friend % dtsappfSiMmewt a -tfBSrflef of a ceri-
turv ago. He has since regularly spent his holi-
day in Durban, and this was his first trip to the
Cape during all the years he lias been in the
country. Needless to say, he was charmed with
his surroundings, and 1 have an idea that this
visitor will find his way hack.

RIVAL CLAIMANTS!

But we have never found that any seaside re-
sort in South Africa seriously affects another
from point of popularity. Durban provides un-
usual attractions on its Marine Parade, a more
euphonious title than the “ Back Beach,” by
which the ocean front was so familiarly known
until the improvements were made. East Lon-
don finds favour with its Buffalo and Nnhoon
River picnics, its canvas town on the Beach,
and countless other attractions. Port Elizabeth,
with Humewood, claims special attention, while
die magnificent country behind the 11 Bay ” pro-
vides a health-giving and delightful change. The
Kowie, again, has adherents who would never
dream of going anywhere else.

The rivalry between the coastal towns is in-
deed a welcome feature, and certain it is that
they would tie even more largely patronised
during their particular seasons if made yet more
accessible by way of cheap fares.

Couulry Life itt S.A.
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JOYFUL JO'BURG

We heat little nowadays of Johannesburg Civic
Association, but have an idea that the prominent
citizens connected with this body have mean-
while ceased their labours in popularising the
Golden City as a holiday centre, and devote
their eflorts on behalf of the many organisations
formed since the war to tend to the comforts of
the boys at the front.

AND ITS ANNUAL SHOW

Nevertheless, Johannesburg’s real season may
be said to embrace Show Week. This popular
annual event will take place as usual, and it pro-
mises this year to even outdo previous functions.

Ihe value of the prizes amounts to the huge
total of £6,1S5, and it is anticipated that com-
petition this year will be keener than ever. It
ought to be, in view of such encouragement, and
notwithstanding even the troublous times we
have recently passed through.

The following details give a fair idea of the
programme mapped out for this year's show.
A feature of the livestock classes this year are
the classes provided for slaughter animals
(cattle, sheep and pigs). The total prize money
offered for these is £433 15s. In addition a
\aluable cup is offered for competition by
Messrs. Franks and Beiss, and Sir Abe Bailey
has-also promised a cup for the best slaughter
animal in the cattle classes. The classes for
sheep, as will be observed, have been entirely
revised since last year, and they arc offering in
prize money no less than £1,330, being £69! in
excess of the amount offered last year.

In the cattle classes the prize money is £1,541,
being an increase of £545 over last year. The
Africander Stud Book Championships will this
Tear be-held-at-the-Show.- The usual sales of
thoroughbred horses, pure-bred cattle, and other
stock will take place on the Showgrounds dur-
ing the last three days of the Show. In the
poultry section a number of new classes have
been added, and considerable improvements have
been made in-the Poultry Shed. The Society
of Motor Traders have again decided to exhibit
as a body, and indications at present point to
last year s magnificent exhibition being sur-
passed this year, notwithstanding the times.

In the produce section the maize and potato
classes in particular have been revised and aug-
mented, and championship challenge cups are
being offered this year for maize and for wheat.
The prize money in this section has also been
considerably increased.

1 lie applications for space for the exhibition of
machinery, implements, etc., have this year been
unprecedented, and (he Committee have at the
last moment been compelled to undertake the
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ututun ut .muillohal shed accommodation. In
home industries (women’s section) the prize list
has also been very carefully revised and consider-
ably augmented, several entirety new and most
til tractive classes having been provided. Thanks
to the munilicenee of Vice-President Jan Meyer,
a handsome new tea kiosk is being erected,
which will be run by the Ladies ' the Committee!

Additional interest is given to his year’'s Show
on account of the fact that iV- is the first time
that the embargo lias been trleased enabling
stock from Natal to be in ' ‘'repetition and on
exhibition.

“BUSINESS AS USUAL."

‘The approach of winter, -ays our Durban
correspondent, is being haY.-d with satisfaction
by all residents of the Natal coast, for the sum-
mer has certainly been one of tire most trying of
recent years. Even the staunchest Durbanites,
who were wont, to take it almost as a personal
affront if it were hinted that the climate of the
port town at all seasons was not just as perfect
as everything else there, have been heard to ad-
mit that it has been warm.

With the engagement of a first-class band from
Home, and all the other arrangements for the
gala season carried out on a scale quite up to
foimer years, the Durban governing powers are
setting a good example in optimism, and it is
(0 be hoped their expectations of at least the
not mal number of June, July and August visitors
will Ire lealised. Many, indeed, anticipate that
fin from being any falling off there will be an
increase, for it is argued that while some regular
visitors will be finding times rather too hard to
allow the usual holiday expenditure, many who
would in ordinary circumstances have taken a
European trip will content themselves with the
pleasures to be found nearer borne. Probably
some of our male friends who have been regular
yearly visitors will still be engaged on a pressing
engagement in German South West Africa (that
name will no doubt have disappeared by then),
but those of them who have wives and kiddies
are not likely to desire that the usual health-
giving sojourn by the seaside be abandoned.

FO X Co.

FRENCH POLISHERS

153 Commissioner St., Johannesburg

Old Furniture and Fittings Repaired and Rcpolished
Office Furniture. House Furniture and Fitting.
. Repaired. Repolished a.nd Re-Uphol.tered

EQUAL TO N E W

Estimates Free

Phone 3648
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APROPOS

Our Johannesburg- correspondent iueidenlal’l.v
writes :—

Thu announcement that the Corporation of
Durban has decided to import a band from Eng-
land lor the forthcoming season at this popular
coast resort brings out the fact that there are no
private bands in this country on the lines of the
famous Hesses o' the Ham, the Black Dyke.
Clydebank, and similar Pnglish and Scot-
tish organisations! which are composed of work-
ing men who have taken up the study of music
as a recreation. As all who have heard them
know, these bands have attained an cxcecdinglv
high degree of proficiency, and their earnings
from engagements in Great Britain and other
parts of the world are verv considerable.  Al-
though the conditions in this country are eery
difterent from those prevailing in England, it is
perhaps surprising that with so many men from
the North of the Old Country domiciled here,
no such band has come into existence.

ARCADIA EX ALGOA

Says our Port Elizabeth correspondent.—The
great majority of the people in South Africa are
apt to regard Port Elizabeth as being simply a
seaport city, with ever-increasing attractions on
the beach. It is, of course, the nearest approach
JTDDeypool that colonists can have on this side,
and in years gone by it has done remarkable
work as-one of the chief feeders-o! the Union. But
Algoa has a remarkably fine back counfrv. It
is semi-circled with a series of picturesque spots
where those fired of the everlasting ozone regu-
larly migrate to have a real holiday. To this
end, moreover, the Bayonian has railway lines
which take him to (he salubrious spot he has
chosen, and the beauty spots are to be found
"either "near or fa?7plsU'as ft suits' the purse.
Many of these rest spots have been known for
numberless years past. Others have come into
existence through the casual caller, who has ex-
perimented and found the land lovely to behold.
Owners have not been slow in taking advantage
of their opportunities, and accommodation has
been prepared for steadily increasing numbers
who on the annual furlough or health holiday
select from the hundreds available. It stands to
reason that the dweller at the seaside enjoys his
sojourn in the country just, as much as the up-
country resident does at the coast.

SPENDING A HOLIDAY

Many a Randite, Kimbcrleyilc and oilier in-
land dweller has been known to spend just half
his holiday at the Beach and the other half at
one of the many inland resorts, and has gone
back doubly invigorated. Sonic, for instance,
who are fond of the rod and line like the change

Country Life in S.A.

tti'W s&Kj)P Im illve Ba\ to Che .gontle
"WJ*[L (liidivliutg;i;he $1L11y IUREke jii: i -rivers,. They

idVUmiHwe™ ifoc .iihe buyer sport to live./Gvar.t-
kops and the Gamtoos. Ihere are other small
risers in the Eastern Province which also afford
similar facilities, and (here are i.ostelrics, farm-
houses find other domiciles ope". 5 receive them.
At these same resorts will be brand—as it hap-
pens at the present momem —huge orchards
wherein trees are simply ia.'t-. <jt], an kinds of
luscious Imils. These tire r to the caller or
the guest, and there is a d. ., d novelty in be-
ing able to select the ripe 1 -, peach or plum
from the tree, as well as th - o.sfartion of hav-
ing just as much as uni 1 * -sh. Why, the
perfume 'of the orchard is m aself a temptation
«md a treat. Outside of that there is the pic-
turesque surroundings. The jaded business
man is so far removed from ali that pertains to
trade that he rests in one of the many natural
nooks provided for a day or two. Then he tries
one or two of the walks through leafy, shaded
paths or roads, or along the banks of the stream,
and he is ready to take up the rod, the gun or
tiny other implement of sport, having completely
forgotten that there is such a thing as business.
That is the proper kind of holiday. A good
many know how to take it, but bow many don't!

Do you know that within a few miles of Port
Elizabeth there art* troops of wild elephants.
I hey inhabit the Addo Bush, and even if there
are ar present no- permits to shoot these mon-
sters, it is possible, without penetrating the mys-
teries of that puzzling forest, to get within roach
of them, and to watch the pleasant wav they
have of wrecking the fences of the farms in the
neighbourhood. They play a part in the coun-
try life here which is quite interesting to the
curious, and as the farmers are desirous of bring-
ing their guns into play whenever the oft-asked
permission is granted by Government, it may
be that some grand sport will be available. In
a subsequent letter some interesting incidents in
the life of the Addo elephants may find space in

Coentry L ife in S.A.

REVERTING TO DURBAN

We hear (hat the congestion of wool and maize
at the Point is growing, but there are hopes that
in a week or two arrangements will be made for
the carriage of all such produce to England, and
the enhanced prices ruling will fully compensate
till concerned. J he local Chamber of Commerce
have been talcing up, with the Railway authori-
ties, the matter of the storage of maize at the
Point, ft was felt to be a hardship that the full
charge should be made where the shed rent for
maize has been incurred through the action of
the authorities in requisitioning ships, and not
through any fault of (lie exporters. The request

April, 1915.
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was iluit in such cases tlie charge should ibe <n
iircly waived; but, no doubt with an e*e IwiaSI-
i.ng revenue, the Railway Department .arald imrt
accede to this.

Another matter which is troubling all people
in Durban, but more particularly business men,
is the latest day of posting tor the English mail.
L p to the time of the rebellion and the suspen-
sion of tinl railway service on the Jlarrismilh
line, a last train was run from Xatal via Bloem-
fontein, which enabled Dome letters to be posted
here up to Wednesday evening. Then as the
mail had to go via Johannesburg, the latest day
°f posting was altered to Tuesday, but although
conditions are now normal on the Free State rail-
ways, l'uesdav it still remains. The matter was
pressed upon the members of the Railway Board
anu the General Manager, on the occasion of
their visit to Durban, and a promise was given to
mice it into consideration, but now the intimation
has been received that nothing can be done in the
matter at present.

FURTHER DURBAN IMPROVEMENTS
A small sum of money is to be expended in
making the exterior of the old Court House
Buildings in West Street 'less of an eyesore.
Ilie unsightly buildings abutting almost on
West Street and the Corporations Buildings
have, however, been removed. These included
uLic.itor\ concernienceSj lock-up cells, etc., and
had always been somewhat of a blot on the
.amenities of the neighbourhood-—from the point
of view of the sense of smell as well as of sight
.although fortunately their presence was to a
certain extent hidden by the trees at that corner.
In the meantime, the old C.I.D. quarters are be-
mg turned into a boarding* house; let us hope
the spooks of dead murderers who have under-
_gone examination in_one_or. other of..the rooms
will nor seek to disturb decent peoplel ’'More
curious still, the old Circuit Court room now
atcommodates a church—the New Church of
Christ, | think the denomination dubs itself—so
that instead of sentences it is how sermons that
are delivered there, and the judgments and
convictions of the present are replaced by those
of die future life. Mien the old Borough and
District Court—or Second Criminal Court, as it
was officially designated—is now tenanted by
the Yorkshire and Lancashire Association, and
on Saturday nights the lads and lasses of the
Counties of the Roses trip the light fantastic or
listen with delight to musical programmes in the
mom wherein the Jim Fishes and Black Sophies,
with here and there a degenerate while, of yore
henid their dooms pronounced.

DURBAN CADETS
\ iscount Brassey has been on a visit to Dur-

Country Life in S.A.
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ban, and has, like most people * ho mine here,
.a goo.!t word to say about Durban ami its sur-
roundings. As was to be expec.— from one who
lias such a line for the sea and all concerned
with it, his lordship during his isit took special
Intelest in the Sea Scouts, and ‘n latter did not
miss the opportunity of paying their tribute to
the world's greatest yachtsman and ocean
lIn\oiler. 1hey paraded bob'-- he Marine Ho-
tel, where Lord Brassey was r -.uiing, and after
presenting their compliments, a.-ked for the hon-
otii of an inspection, which : > :ordship readilv
gitinted, and, after the lacis ,. been put their
paces and eaeli closely scrub; .--d, they had the
intense satisfaction of hearing G,rd Brassey sav
that of the thousands of scour-, which it had been
bis pleasure to see, lie had seen none smarter
than those before him. Which goes some wav
to compensate for the disappointment of the
South African Scout at the lack of opportunity
which prevents him from playing the noble part
which has fallen to the lot 'of the Motherland
Scouts.

LOOK OUT FOR THE LOCUSTS

The news that swarms of locusts are making
their appearance in certain parts of the country
will be received with considerable concern bv
those who are likely to be affected bv the ravages
of these pests should they succeed in extending
the Held of their operations. When it is remem-
bered that the Government is prepared to render
evert* assistance to farmers and others to exter-
minate these voracious insects at any and every
stage of their development, and that moreover
no charge or expense is involved in the process,
it is difficult to understand the apathy that is
displayed by many agriculturists who have so
much to lose by their depredations. Fortunately
for the country generally, the narrow-minded
and ultra-religious individual who regards any
attempt to destroy this or any other pest as a
sin is rapidly becoming as extinct as the Dodo.
Failure to report disquieting signs to the proper
officials may, in most cases, be attributed to
slackness. For their own benefit, however, as
much as for the good of the general community,
country residents should immediately notify the
Entomological Department at Pretoria regarding
the presence and movements of swarms, so that
the necessary steps may be taken without delay.

\\ e suggest tliat Postmasters be authorised
to dispatch telegrams conveying this important
information free of charge.

ALSO THE CATERPILLARS

To the ravages of the locusts must now be
added the damage done by the Pigweed Cater-
pillar, which has recently made its appearance
in huge numbers in the Transvaal, including Jo-
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lialinesbury and Pretoria, while cerLain pans of
the hroe State arc reported to have suffered ex-
tensively from the same cause.

Although small, these insects apparently
make up in energy what they lack in size, and
d is astonishing what destruction thev can ac-
complish in a short time. An eminent authority
states that it is possible for one pair of moth’s
to be the progenitors of 10,000.000 caterpillars'
" one considers that there are millions of

couples with this prospect before them, it is not
surprising that caterpillars are to be found in
goodly numbers.  Fortunately, however, their
existence is only brief, and this can be consider-
ably curtailed by a solution of bran, sugar and
; a™ Green, which has proved to be very efiec-
ua m wringing their activities to an abru?t ter-
mination.

RAISING THE WIND

It is pretty evident that the expense of main-
taining a large force in the field, in addition to
It d!m,nished revenue in several directions, is
baling its effect upon the Union finances. Rigid
eexmomy is the order of the day in every depart-
ment and all sorts of expedients are being- re-
sorted to to save expense and assist the ex-
chequer To their surprise and dismay, cer-
1 " e "paid officals who are approaching the
age limit have been notified that their retirement
on pension ,s about to be effected, and exponw
everywhere have been reduced to the irreducible
minimum. Hitherto convictions under the
mquor Law have been invariably punished by a
sentence of six months’ imprisonment for each
offence; but with the object evidently of increas
mg the revenue, discretionary powers have now
been granted to Magistrates to offer the accused
the option of a fine in certain cases.

I his is no doubt an effective method of supple-
menting funds, as the sums the defendants are
called upon to pay are usually fairly heavy but
tins! method, however welcome the cash may be
to tie National Exchequer, is hardly likclv to
check (he evil, which is apt to be far-reachirm in
its effect. 5

SAVING THE WATER
1 his season, up to date, has approached some-
I*mg m the nature of a record as far as the rain-
all,s concerned, and it now remains to be seen
10:se iresponsible for the conservation of our
ua er have taken proper advantage of the abun-
dant supply at their disposal to make adequate
provision for the dry months ahead, ft is us,
all} a ease ,f either “ a feast or a famine,” with
be odds in favour of the famine—an order of
-mgs that could be improved upon with advan-
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PEACE RUMOURS

lowards the latter end of last monfh Tumours
were current that negotiations for peace were
proceeding between members uf this Govern-
ment and the Germans in the South West  The
fact, however, that General I'otha has now as-
sumed command of operations indicates unmis-
takably that even if these >-ports bad any foun-
dation in fact, the discussion v.asabortive. This
IS "uch to be regretted, conclusion of a
.satisfactory peace would nave avoided loss of
I-fe on both sides and released a number of our
trained and hardened troops 'Sr service in other
guarters.

At the same time, it is rather difficult to be-
lieve that the German authorities in Berlin would
consent to the surrender of their South African
territory without a struggle, in view of their des-
perate attempts to assure their public and the
world at large that all goes well with their cause.

DISABLED SOLDIERS

The return from active service of members of
the Defence Force who, through either wounds
or disease, or both, are permanently prevented
rom following their ordinary occupation, has
raised the important question of their future. If
is obvious that some provision will have to be
made. fay these men .who have..sacrificed tliem-_
selves for the benefit of the general community
I, wn°® :lre consequently unable ro provide f«V
themselves.

Hie matter has already been taken up in Pre-
toria, but so far no official announcement of the
Government’s intentions in this direction appears
to have been made. It is to be hoped that some
method will be found without undue delay
whereby these men, who. patriotically exposed
themselves to risks which have unfortunately
been realised, may be furnished with the necessi-
ties and comforts of life which they previously
enjoyed. '

THE PATENT LAW

Although several years have elapsed since the
various South African States were consolidated
into a Union for the benefit of the whole, each
Slate continues to maintain its own Patent Office
with the result that inventors desiring to protect
themselves throughout the country are compelled
to go to the trouble and expense of registration
m each Colony. One would have thought that
the encouragement of enterprise and inventive
talent, which, after all. represent progress in its
most effective form, would have received everv
encouragement from those who seek to improve
the welfare of the country. At present, how-
ever, difficulties which should not exist beset the
path of (he inventor in South Africa.
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A famous Sculptor
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M.uguste Kodin

By ]. M. Solomon. i

O few artists in their life-time is

ii given to experience such a

decisive turning of the tide of

public and official opinion as

lues been experienced by the

sculptor Kodin. Born in Paris

in 1840, Rodin, at the age of twenty-four, dis-
played his marked individuality by the contro-
versy created over his work “ The Man with the
Broken Nose,” which was rejected by the Salon.

I hirteen years later all Paris was discussing
his first important work, “ The Age of Bronze,”
which the general concensus of opinion decided
that he had cast from life. To-
day, full of years and honours, lie
is acclaimed the greatest living
exponent of his art since Michael
Angelo. Certainly no sculptor
since the great days of the Renais-
sance has shown such ability in
handling his medium, and no artist
in any sphere since the Greeks—
who worked for a different principle
—has been able to admit into his
work the extreme emotions or pur-
sue and render through his tech-
nique the violent last that the flesh
Can Tnjbvh>r -endure from the spirit
in conflict or desire.

Carlyle has told us somewhere
dial the actual well seen is the ideal,
and Rodin has founded his life
work on this teaching sung bv
Keats in his:

“ Beauty is truth, truth beautv
that is all

Ye know on earth, and all ye
need to know.”
I he sculptor has rendered it eter-
nal in his “ frozen music,” and he
almost alone — save perhaps his
master, Barye, who, because he
sculptured animals chiefly, encoun-
tered less hostility from traditional
schools—lias been able to bold fast
an impassioned dream through his
tireless search of form.
\\ ith what success the sculptor
has accomplished this the world be- LIVE'
holds in its comparison, say, of
Lo Baiser ” with the acclaimed 11 Laocoon.!
Or, again, look upon the little bronze “ Eve ”
in the Johannesburg Gallery and sec the terrific
despair in his presentment of tlie mother of hu-
manity. In no age has sculptor produced such

Country Life in S.A.

magnitude of scale with so slender material.
Rodin is not only artist; he is philosopher tr>o,
and often his figures convey some distinct
psychic emotion.  Listen to the sculptor’s inter-
pretation of his work: ” | name mv statues when
they are finished,” he says, ” i -cause the public
demands it; but the name conveys little of their
real meaning, lake, for example, the group in
the Luxembourg called ‘ Le B ser.” The mean-
ulLr is far more profound, elemental than
these words imply. Love— a- union of man
and woman. 1 have simp' -.ri.'en to translate
this eternal truth. People ten [ create; that
is not true. God alone creun s. man but reveals.
lhe greatest poet, the gre.t. musician has

Jobannesburn Art Gallery

found his poetry, his music, in Nature.

1 Our Gothic cathedrals, what are they but
die faithful transcription of natural forms—the
arching trees of the primeval forest, the birds
and beasts and sea shells. 'l lie men who gave

April, 1915.



us the Churches which tire to-day the greatest
glory of France were passionate lovers of Na-
ture. J am convinced that tin's is true of all
great art periods. My one effort is to re-present
what | find in Curd's creation—above all in the

Z-—tjffA'n' —S_;
ffv_ I I
fi\j cltu/Nu
pft i ia ft.;
A3 Ii'j -] i

form of-man, which is the highest, most perfect
of architectural constructions.”

Rodin has been said to be little in tune with
Architecture. Tin's fallacy must surely be ex-
ploded by his recent work “ Le Cathedrals de
France.”

In that volume, from which one of his ex-
quisite sketches appears herewith, he proves pos-
session of a mere profound understanding of
grouping, of proportion, of the subtleness of the
profiles of mot:icings, titan most architects of
to-day, and Lb. interpretation of a structure in-
dicates his be'i'-f of a living art.

Of the Ca.ui ,i of Rheims, now so severely
battered, be wy .. previous to its destruction by
the llun : us much as still remains intact
retains all the | T of the complete work, and has
our soul in ir keeping. It is amongst those
fragments th  _e have our last resting-place.
Ibus the Parthenon defended Greece better (ban
could her wisest statesmen. It still remains the

April, 1915.
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AUGUSTE RODIN

living soul of a vanished people, and the least
of its fragments is the whole.”

The winning charm anil generosity of Rodin
has recently bestowed upon England eighteen
of his sculptures as an outward and visible sign

3LZ

w /111
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AUGUSTE RODIN

of the inward grace of comradeship between
France and England in the present great
struggle. We in South Africa may be justly
proud in our possession of two of the most
superb examples of Rodin’s art, now in the Jo-
hannesburg Gallery, bestowed upon us by the
discerning generosity of Sir Lionel and Lady
Phillips,—}. M. Solomon.

Country Builders

Will be k€Pt in touch with all mailers of
interest to their calling by subscribing to the
"S.A. Master Builders' Federation Journal”

1016 Post Free

A monthly epitome of important ncuis con-
cerning the Builders' Federation and local
Associations.  Official organ of the Trade

‘Per Annum

P.O. Box 4651, Johannesburg
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SELBORNE HALL WITH HOSTEL IN BACKGROUND

SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND EXPERI-
MENTAL FARM, POTCHEFSTROOM
I11S Institution was established by
the late Transvaal Department
of Agriculture, and the follow-
ing particulars concerning the
School -and Farm, and the work
which has been carried out since
its inception, may be of interest to readers.

At the end of 1902, on the advice of Mr. F.
B. Smith, then Agricultural Advisor to the High
Commissioner (Lord Milner), steps were taken
to establish an Experimental and Stud Farm,
and in March, 1903, Mr. Alex. Holm was ap-
pointed General Manager. Th pursuance of the
policy originally laid down, an Agricultural
School was also established in 1909, and Mr.
Holm became the first Principal. (He now
holds the post of Under-Secretary for Agricul-
tural Education.) Seeing that eleven years ago
there was nothing but bare veld where the In-
stitution now stands, the rapid growth of trees
is alone sufficient to indicate the great possibili-
ties of development possessed by the country.

In the development of the farm, particular care
and attention has been given to the laying out
of the ground, the buildings and the "farm, in
Oldei to provide for any possible requirements
in the future, according as (he development and
the advancement of the agricultural industry of
the country demand greater facilities for agri-
chl(ll14l education, research and experimental
work. | o-day the Institution ranks as one of
die most representative and most extensive of
its kind in the country.

Country Life in S.A.
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The School at Polchefstroom conducts corre-
spondence with a large number of farmers and
odiers seeking advice and information on all
kinds of farming matters. It is visited annually
by large numbers of farmers and other inter-
ested visitors, and it disposes of pure-bred stock
and seeds to stock-breeders and farmers to the

1value of between £3,000 and £4.000.

The Soil and Crops.

W ith the exception of about 50 acres of a stiff
black clayey character, the soil on the farm con-
sists of a brownish loam, from 9 to t2 inches
deep, and very poor in natural fertility. With
manuring and cultivation, the soil has, however,
been brought to such a good state of fertility
that it now grows heavy crops of all kinds.

I he Autumn and \\ inter sown crops chiefly
consist of Wheat, Oats, Rye and Barley; Sum-
mer crops consist of Maize, Manna. Linseed.
Tcff, Potatoes, Mangels. Peas and Beans, and
several other kinds of _crops mainly experi-
mental. There are also fields of Lucerne and
permanent pasture, consisting of a mixture of
grasses and clovers, etc.

Experimental Work.

A large number of varieties of many kinds of
farm crops are tested, to determine the best
varieties for the conntry, and to grow these varie-
ties on a sufficiently iarge scale to permit the
crop of seed therefrom to be distributed to
farmers throughout the Union. A large num-
ber of experiments are also conducted upon the

manuring of different crops, plant feeding and
so forth.
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making farmers

THE FRIES HERD

ater is brought for irrigation purposes from
the Mooi River, which is about six miles dis-
tant, by means of a canal.

I'here are a number of substantially con-
structed buildings on the Station, providing ac-
commodation under cover for forty horses, 400
cattle and 150 pigs. The live stock kept is
almost entirely pedigree stock, maintained for
educational purposes, and for (he improvement
of-the. stock of-the country.--......... s

Hie object of breeding pure-bred stock is to
oiler facilities for stock-breeders to obtain well-
bred sires for the purpose of improving the stock
of the country.

students harvesting

Lpril, 1g15.
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''ne following breeds of pure-bred stock are
maintained on the farm —

Horses : Clydesdale, Percheron, Thoro’bred.

C attleFries, Ayrshire, Lincoln Red, Short-
horn, Sussex, Hereford and Africander.

Sheep : Merino and Persian.

Goats:—Angora.

m '-Large Black and Berkshire.

Ostriches.

1he Station is otherwise 'well provided with
the usual farm buildings, and residences and
quarters have been erected to accommodate the
Staff. The Dutch style of architecture has been
maintained throughout all the main buildings.

oats

Country Life in S.A.



Tlie School.

1"t regard to buildings specially connected I
with the School, one may draw attention to the
Hostel, which provides accommodation for about
65 students and resident staff, and to the well-
eijuipped educational block, consisting of the
Lecture Theatre (with seating for 120 persons),
Chemical Laboratory and Class Rooms. The
educational block has fittingly been named

Selborne ITall ” in recognition of the fact that
Lord Selborne, when Governor of the Trans-
vaal, showed great interest in the work by col-
lecting about £3,000 from private donors as a
contribution towards the cost of the building.
Recent additions at a cost of about .£5,000 have
very greatly increased the capacity of the

llall ” for educational work.

Office :

GVICTORIA MANSIONS,
Or Eloff and Plein Streets

P.O. Box 6696. Phone 73.
Telegrams : . " FITTINGS."

JOHANNESBURG

FREDK.

CONTRACTORS FOR

SHOP FRONTS, BANK & OFFICE FITTINGS

FITTERSS

Of onagerfor S.jl.
K. INNES ABRAHAM

SHOP
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A rather special feature of the Institution is
the Poultry Section, which, in addition to pro-
viding excellent instruction in Poultry Hus-
bandry tor the students., breeds pure-bred utility
stock lor distribution to farmers and others, and
provides settings of eggs.

Students receive instruction in die following
subjects:—

Animal Husbandry, Field H o-bandry, Dairy-
ing, Poultry, Horticulture, Veterinary Science,
Agricultural Engineering, Agn« uitural Botany,
Agricultural Entomology and \gricultural Che-
mistry.

flic practical work on the farm is made a
special feature of the course, instruction being
given in ordinary farm work, on crops, live
stock, and in Carpentrc, Pinchsmithing, Me-
chanics, Harness-making, etc.

s T. Cooke & Sons, Ltd. [earems:

IS STRAND STREET, CAPE TOWN
EVERY REQUISITE FOR DRAUGHTSMEN

Tracing and Sun Printing Papers a Speciality
Catalogues Free on application

Drawing,

BRASS. NICKEL PLATED
AND METAL WINDOW
it FITTINGS STOCKED

& Co., Ltd.

METAL & WOOD

DESIGNS WILUNCLY SUB-
MITTED and ESTIMATES
: FREELY GIVEN :
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HI

(Incorporated in the Transvaal) .
Ilimited

general mining buildings, marshall square
Telegrams : ARMATURE

rones - sasasass JOHANNESBURG  7,.0,5,100
Works Phone 2484

(Established 1888)
Works —NEW DOORNFONTEIN

CnnW Stadon recaa.ly con.,rue,ed a, our Doornfon.oio Work, for ,he Modderfonkin “B" C'M Co.. Lid

awwuf|l

of every Description Constructed Locally or Imported, as required

MTSRS&Brj-a

L,aige Stocks of Steel Joists, Channels,
Angles, Tees, Plates, Bars, etc., etc.

Designs P.cna,cd. Quantities Taken Out. Estimates Given at Shortest Notice.

Specialists in Heating and Ventilating Installations
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Better Roads

. The piin-
cipal cities in South Atriea which have promoted
“ Seasons ” for visitors must of necessity offer fur-
ther attractions in the shape of respectable street
thoi oughtares, as well as good roads for motoring.
An expert deals with the subject here in a very
readable and interesting manner.— Kimeoii.)

ROM the older centres of civili-
salion in liurope to the newlv-
developed countries of the world
the “ Good Roads " movement
is spreading with a rapidity
which is little short of astonish-

mitr. and South Africa is now also feeling the
force of public opinion in this direction.

Not more than a decade ago a class of road
was tolerated in the large towns, and in some
cases in the cities, of luiropean countries which
to-day would not be considered a credit to a
small village. The cause of this rapid progress

is necessarily complex, hut among the chief fac-
tors are the improved engineering methods for
road building, (lie new materials which have been
developed, the modern machinerv available for
the worlc, and the new spirit amongst road en-
gineers all over the world which is substituting
standardised methods for the old *“ rule of
thumb  processes which passed muster in days
gone by. Over and above all these influences,
il is indisputable that die advent of the motor-
ear has served to accelerate to an enormous ex-
tern die general improvement of roads which
is observed everywhere.  Furthermore, the re-
cognition of the peril to health arising from
the dust problem, a problem that appeals par-
ticularly to South Africans, has served to focus
attention on the question of road dressings to
act as a dust palliative.

Country Life in S.A.

Ibe mad question resolves itself intv Kevooffis-
tinct phases:—(t) The construction of roads-
with new methods and materials; (2) The sur-
face treatment of roads alreadv constructed to
obviate the dust nuisance.

It will he interesting to glance briefly at the
methods which have been siua /oily employed
in dealing with this two-fold q if,tion. Wliere
roads have to encounter a huge percentage of
Inst automobile traffic with a small percentage
ot horse vehicles, none of ikm  great weight,
the question of foundation >s of less importance
than in the case of a road bearing heavy com-
mercial vehicles or traction engines. In other
words, the strength of the foundation must be
proportional to the average weight of traffic.

hor the wearing surface it is universallv recog-
nised that bitumen or asphalte are the ideal ma-
terials.  Thousands of tons are being used in

COMPRESSED
ASPHALTE CARPET
DARIINC STREET

CAPE TOWN

liurope, the United 'States, Canada, South
America, and to a smaller extent in the more
important centres in South Africa where the road
guestion is receiving the attention it deserves.

1 he application of these materials to road con-
struction resolves itself again into two classes of
work:—(1) Grouting or Penetration Method;
(2) Asphalte Macadam or Mixing Method.

L lie first is suitable to a macadam road which
is lo he re-surfaced, the process being to senrifv
the road, remove (lie debris and re-lay the metal,
which is first carefully screened and freed from
dust, with the addition of as much new metal
as is required. This is then rolled and a speci-
ally-prepared road bitumen is poured in licit in
sufficient quantity to penetrate the interstices and
(m i surface. Ilie road is again rolled
and a sealing or flush coat of bitumen is applied.
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dressed with clippings or sand.  In the second
case the bitumen or asphalte is mixed before-
hand with suitably graded mineral aggregate
and applied ns a plastic composition to the ex-
cavated road. The thickness of this composi-
tion, or carpet, as it is technically called, varies
according to the traffic requirements.

In the above variations the resultant road is
waterproof, non-slipperv, free from dust, and at
the same time forms a good foothold for horse
traffic, while its cheapness and durability is
bound to commend itself to the financial condi-
tions of this country.

The characteristics of bitumen are its remark-
able toughness and cementing value. Its wide-
spread use in the United Stales and Mexico,
where climatic conditions similar to those ruling
in this country are encountered, and in Canada,
where severe frosts annually prevail for long
periods, has tested its stability to an extent which

is without parallel with oilier road-making ma-
terials. As all road engineers know, the superi-
ority of a bitumen.over tar products is its resist-
ance to the softening effect of heat and to the
cracking or crumsilsng which takes place under
frost, due to the far* that it is a natural product,
and has not bee : subjected to the destructive
effects of distillr.!:-

The question -urface dressing is of par-
ticular important.; iu South Africa for roads
which do not ju:-:ey the expense of the above
methods of recurs eaction, and in this connection
road engineers art fortunate in having at their
command liquid Mexican bitumens, which can
he sprayed on r-ads at a verv rapid rale, and
at comparative!v small cost. The modus oper-
and is as follows:—The road to be treated is
first well swept. The hot liquid bitumen is then

applied by means of a Spraying machine,' and.

a sprinkling oi coarse gravel or granite chip-
Ar'ril, Kji 5.

pings follows. The surface sets hard in a few
hours, forming what is practically a plastic bi-
tuminous carpet on the surface of the road,
which will last one, two, three or even more
years, according to the traffic conditions, with
but small attention. The great value of liquid
bitumen for surface treatment is its efficiency as
a dust preventative, and its wonderful wearing
gualities ns compared with tar.

In the case of city streets where exceptionally
heavy traffic is encountered, such as in the main
thoroughfares of London and other large cities,
a more expensive and proportionately more dur-
able material is justified, and there is no doubt

that in some of the more important streets of
our larger cities this class of paving will ulti-
mately become necessary if the time for its em-
ployment has not already arrived.  For such
heavy traffic streets the method generally adop-

ted is to build a concrete foundation on which
a wearing carpet of asphalte is laid. This
wearing carpet can be composed of either com-
pressed powder asphalte—the only example of
which in this country is to be found in t ape
Town—or a mastic asphalte such as has been
employed in Pritchard Street, Johannesburg,
and on the Beach Road at Lourenco .Marques.
For country roads carrying a light traffic there
are other materials, and interesting experiments
have lately been undertaken by the Transvaal
Provincial Government on the Main Reef Road.
In fact, in this “ Good Roads ” movement all
requirements are catered for, from the heaviest
traffic streets to the country road with moderate
and light traffic, and the construction of roads
is now no longer a haphazard business, but one
in which the expert who has studied its varving
problems, Is entitled to.the- respect which he re-
ceives from the Engineer who knows.”

Country T.ijc in .S..I.



The Greatest of all Our Needs

SSA"OUTH AFRICA has been styled
“‘l bind of aching spaces,” and
several other epithets to the
same effect. The Belgian dele-
S*lles>Who have just visited (his
country, expressed themselves

surprised at our enormous possibilities, both
agricultural and mineral, but as tinded at the
absence of people. Every observa. 1 visitor says
the same thing. And, alas, it is till too true!
A glorious country of continual sunshine,
473»l00 square miles in extent, with a population
of but 1,300,000 whites, of which less than half
are living in rural areas! Country Life in South
Africa will never have a real fascination for
South Africa’s sons until the land is filled up
with progressive agriculturists in all directions,
as it is in parts of the Western and Eastern Pro-
vinces of the Cape. It is our obvious duty to
bring this about, and to begin doing so at once,
--f’r_every year the towns are attracting an in-
creasing number of young men, few of whom can
hope to be successful there. Home building is
one of the greatest incentives to effort, and em-
ployment in town offers that possibility only to
a small minority.
Dr. Wm. Macdonald says (hat “ the future of
South Africa is on the dry lands.”  Certainly
*34s5ufesr.-s-ss :tlss. » * This short article is
but one of many appeals for definite action to be
taken to provide oiir young'men with the hope
of being able to obtain the land they want. It
is the difficulty of obtaining land on easy terms
(hat has driven many a promising young agri-
culturist into the town. Farming as a means of
livelihood is becoming increasingly popular.
L arents see. tiie folly of letting their sons go
into “ blind alley ” occupations. But a farm-
ing life under present conditions offers no defin-
ite promise of that ownership which is always
the best incentive to effort. What we want to
do is to persuade parents to send their boys as
apprentices to progressive farmers for, say,’ four
or live years, remembering that it is necessary
to serve an apprenticeship to farming as it is to
other professions But there must be something
definite to look forward to at the end of the
period. And in: cest of all rewards for a time
of strenuous wore tor another is the possibility
that one can late N/Come a worker for oneself.

lhe small farm is a prime necessity of the
country.

" (< (criviiti'j( ra  ili Onr Areds.” which has been csbcciallv
ofrill,’ll. for "Comih, iff,- in Sonlll Africa" should hr read
in conjunction icil'i ’ ® on tlir Experimental Form nt Pol-
(lit Istroam. Mr. A.7-. we nccil senreely Joint on! In onr

renders, is Secretary tor the South African Xationnl Union
an organisation lelueh has ,lonc ami is still doing an im-
mense amount of for South Africa generally, and on
whose work see. Jrer.w to.touch meery frequently.—Editor.

APr'l tops-

Hie extent of the holding to be provided will
depend upon (lie nature of the country in which
it is situated, and the type of settler to whom it
is designed to appeal. If we are considering the
young man who can get capital to pay for such
stock and implements as lie needs to begin with,

armed with our climate and our scenerthen the holding should not be less than t"o

acres in all, i.e., to acres under irrigation, and
the remainder for building, tree planting, and
glazing. 1llie total cost of the land, properly
fenced, should not exceed £ 600. The payments
in redemption of principle and interest, spread
over twenty years, would mean about £50 per
annum.  Such small farms, for they would be
that, would be large enough to give (he owner
scope for improving them in various ways, and
enable him to use every part of the irrigable
ground, which is the portion from which he
would derive his chief income. 10 acres of
orange trees or lucerne will support a family ; in-
tensive culture will give far better results.

Country Life in South Africa would have an
additional charm were such settlements of pros-
perous young farmers doited about all over the
country.  And there is no reason why they
should not be.

Now what are the inducements to the young
man to take up the occupation of farming? He
must disabuse bis mind of the fact that the life
will he other than a hard one, for the first few
years at any rate. But he will be bis own
smaster, in the best environment of all, a healthy
outdoor life, and be will have the knowledge that
all he does is for bis greater comfort, and ulti-
mate material gain, in the increased value of bis
property. I here is. no greater spur lo energy
than such a prospect! But a considerable period
of training must be gone through before this
stage can be reached. Undue haste in selling
up for oneself is strongly to be deprecated, but
with the knowledge before him that a substantial
reward is to be obtained, no rightly constituted
youth will mind a few years’ hard work. It is
the difficulty in giving him the assurance he
wants that deters many from attempting to go
on to the land. Of course land can be obtained,
but not always of the character indicated, and
seldom on easy terms of payment. The latter
is as essential a part of the scheme as the former.
Probably its provision would be best undertaken
by Government, but it would aiso be a good in-
vestment for small land companies. Owners of
suitable land, at present more or less unused,
could undoubtedly make money bv turning it
into small farms as suggested. It is to be hoped
that something in this direction will be done be-
fore long either by Government or bv private
enterprise.  The right line of work is to pro-
vide small farms instead of the small holdings

Country Life in S.A.



,n{" 1,;'u> been offered of fale, which the owners |j
look upon as something to sell later at a profit ;
rather than as permanent homes. So far onlv
one. class-of small holder has been catered for in
the few schemes put forward.

If our young men can only get the land, lliev
can have no better prospect than that of farming.
South Africa is producing to-day but a lithe of
what she could contribute to the agricultural out-
put of the Empire.  The question of food pro-
duction is going to be one of (he problems not
onl\ of die next decade but of tlie centurv. As
population and industrialism increase so does the
demand for food, and every part of the Empire
will be compelled to contribute its share. States-
men see that the progress of a country depends
upon the development of its agricultural opera-

tions, for every producer of raw material gives
employment to many others in the process of
distribution. Commerce and industries advance
according as agriculture advances, especially in
these days when men demand a better quality of
food and larger quantities of it.  This is one
reason why those countries wh -h used to be
huge exporters are rapidly requiring for them-
selves the whole of their output.

With this in view, it is surely obvious that
our greatest need is more borne- on the land of
this vast and productive counirr. And who
have a greater right to these homes than those
of South Africa’s sons who have given evidence
that they are likely to put the land to profitable
use?—II. E. King.

WITWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

* NINTH ANNUAL SHOW 1
s S
y 2
< EASTER MONDAY to SATURDAY sguee |
ra
At MILNER PARK, JOHANNESBURG, St
EXHIBITS WILL COMPRISE LECTURES & DEMONSTRATIONS
Horses Cattle, Sheep, Pigs, Poultry, Farm and daily, by leading Agricultural Authorities
s Dairy Produce and Home Industries
ra Africander and Hackney Society’s Championships
ATTRACTIVE DAILY PROGRAMME
------Large Classes for Slaughter Fat Stock----
Unequalled Display of Agricultural Machinery and of Music and.Entertainments in-.. . )’/*\II
Implqements, anF()i )gf Mot%r. Cars and AcceZsories eIudgt%CIfld;r;grédeDsnwentgc,. Juertnc;.ng,
Cheap Railway Fares from every Station in South Africa.
344
Johannesburg W. H. POULTNEY, Secretary $
You can make no more
frw & jm A acceptable present

to your friends in the old country than a copy ’monthly of

Gountry i m S AT 9n EROLS emiance o 106

uull

fiom the offices :

Country Life in S.A.

17-18 Provident Bldgs.,

Fox St., Johannesburg, for one year
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illusfrations accompanying
ilu-se notes siiow certain build-
"f lie design. Figs. 1, and 3
tithnum has been made a feature
in which the central court or
ings, lately erected in Rhodesia.
, »1(" P,a» P(,tli. and atrium respectively of
I U.nt"V Salls|3ury Club; Figs. 4, 5, and 6 now
business premises in Salisbury. The outside of
Hie latter building is finished a cream colour, the
panels in the upper part being apricot. The
external woodwork is painted bright green, the
solllt panels of the eaves to the loggias are picked
nllt, ,n vermi,i»n. and the coat of arms is rendered
"I lura'du’ colours and gilt. Figs. 7 and ? an*
plans of some small houses lately erected to suit
local conditions.  Economical planning has en-
abled two houses to be built on one of the rather
highly-priced stands in the town, yet a pleasing
feature has been provided in the tiny hall or
atrium (Fig. 9) in place of the customary passage
through the house.
No c'aim to originality is made, for indeed the
piacfce of building round a court was traditional
England until the imported-Italian ideas of the
Renaissance succeeded in temporarily submerg-
hist'™ saV temporarily, being convinced that
S cPe °f plan is essentially sane, having fallen
nto neglect more from the modern craze to get as
large a buddingpn (d as small a piece of fand S

FK*-t.-NEW PREMISES FOR

the late francs masey

Country Life in S.A.

ANArltZ architect”

uurtumgs and the Central Court

possible than from any organic defect or climatic
1disability;  With the revival of common sense

and with modern hygienic planning, the court-

executors-sai-'sburv rho

April, 1915.
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