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INTRODUCTION

T h i e  p a p e r  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  come t o  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e *  I s  " e d u c a t i o n "  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  T h i r d  

W or ld  c o u n t r i e s  t o  be e v a l u a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  same p r i n c i p l e s  

a s  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  W es te rn  w o r ld ?

A b r i e f  s u r v e y  o f  some c o n t e m p o r a r y  W e s te rn  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  he made.  T h i s  w i l l  be c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  some o f  t h e  

p r i o r i t i e s  and  a im s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  " d e v e l o p m e n t " .

A b r i e f  c a s e - s t u d y  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  and r e f o r m s  i n  p o s t ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Cuba w i l l  s e r v e  a s  an e x a m p le ,  a l b e i t  n o t  w h o l l y  

t y p i c a l ,  o f  a  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n .

The p r o b l e m  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  may he summarized  a s  f o l l o w s :  

l a  e d u c a t i o n  m e r e l y  a means to  some e x t r i n s i c  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  o r  

d o e s  i t  have  no o t h e r  g o a l ,  os  some p h i l o s o p h e r s  m a i n t a i n ,  th ,m  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t e d  man?

To u s e  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  o f  T .S .K u h n  ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  t h e  p a r a d i g m  w i t h i n  

w h i c h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p h i l o s o p h e r s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  work i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom ,  

and  may c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  f ram ew ork  o f  c o n c e p t s  u s e d  by e d u c a t i o n a l  

d e v e 1o p m e n t - p 1a n n e r s . T h e i r  p o i n t s  o f  d e p a r t u r e ,  t h e i r  c o m p re h e n s io n

and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  " f a c t s " }  t h e  p r o b le m s  t h e y  a t t e m p t  

t o  s o l v e ,  have  l i t t l e  common m e e t i n g  g r o u n d .  To s e v e r a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o n c e p t s  o f  au tonomy,  

r a t i o n a l i t y ,  c r i t i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  i n t r i n s i c  w o r t h ,  i n t e r e s t ,  knowledge 

a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  o b j e c t i v i t y  and t r u t h .  To o t h e r s ,  and most  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n n e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n  m u s t  be u t i l i t a r i a n  

and  i s  l i n k e d  w i t h  g o a l s  s u c h  us  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g ,  t r a i n i n g  o f  man­

p o w e r ,  econom ic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  a  l e a d e r s h i p  c a d r e .
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P e r h a p s  i t .  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  two p a r e d  ignis t o  m e rge .  P o s t ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Cuba w i l l  s e r v o  a s  a  e a s c - s t u d y  t o  examine  w h e t h e r  

t h i s  m e rg i n g  h a s  been  a c h i e v e d , o r  i f  e d u c a t i o n ,  when i t  i s  p l a c e d  

i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  s u b s e r v i e n c e  t o  o t h e r  g o a l s ,  m us t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

become d i s t o r t e d  i n t o  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t s  ouch  a s  s c h o o l i n g ,  t r a i n i n g  

o r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .
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I t  i n  n o t  w i t h  t h e  r a d i c a l  " d e a c h o o l e r a "  o f  W es te rn  e d u c a t i o n a l  

c i r c l e s  t h a t  I w i s h  t o  c o n t r a s t  t h e  dove 1opment—p l a n n e r s , b u t  w i t h  

t h e  r a t h e r  more p u r i s t  a p p r o a c h  c f  J l r i t i s h  a c a d e m i a .  What f o l l o w s  

i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  b r i e f  and s e l e c t i v e , b u t  p r o v i d e s ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  a 

w o r k i n g  o u t l i n e  o f  w h a t  " e d u c a t i o n "  may be u n d e r s t o o d  t o  e n t a i l .

E d u c a t i o n  h a s  t o  do w i t h  know’ edge  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  -  knowledge i n  

d e p t h  and b r e a d t h  -  n o t  s im p l y  "know-how o r  e. k n a c k " ,  o r  a t o o  n a r ro w  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  ( H i r s t , P . H ,  and P e t e r s , R . S . ( 1 9 7 0 ) ( p  2 5 ) .  A d i s t i n c t i o n  

m u s t  be made b e tw e e n  e d u c a t i n g  a man and t r a i n i n g  h im ,  b e c a u se  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  any " n a r r o w l y - c o n c e i v e d  e n t e r p r i s e " .

I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  a man who i s  becom ing  e d u c a t e d  i s  c h a n g i n g  t o  a  s i g ­

n i f i c a n t  d e g r e e , and t h i s  change  -  ( and t h i s  s e c o n d  p o i n t  i s  s t r o n g l y

e m p h a s i z e d  by H i r s t  and I’e t e r r )  -  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  change  i n  a w o r t h ­

w h i l e  and  d e s i r a b l e  d i r e c t i o n .  What may be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be w o r t h ­

w h i l e  becomes  a r a t h e r  cumbersome i s s u e ,  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  

s o l v e d  by P e t e r s ' s  " t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a rg u m e n t"  ( P e t e r s  U.S.  1 9 6 6 ) .

One c a n  more e a s i l y  come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  H i r s t ' s  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  w ha t  

k n o w le d g e  may e n c o m p a s s .  Knowledge ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i r s t ,  i s  n o t  r e l a t i v e , 

a s  h a s  been  p r o p o s e d  b y ,  am ongs t  o t h e r s , Mannheim, Marx and Kuhn. 

Knowledge  i s  an a c c u m u l a t e d  h i s t o r y  o f  R a n ' « " t t e w p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

and  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w o r ld  we l i v e  i n .  Man may be s a i d  t o  v iew t h e  

w o r l d  f ro m  v a r i o u s  d i s t i n c t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  T hese  may be e l a b o r a t e d  

u p o n ,  o r  b r o u g h t  i n t o  f o c u s  more p r e c i s e l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  r e m a in  c e r t a i n  

d e f i n a b l e  "modes o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g "  o r  i n t e r - r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t u a l  f r a m e ­

w orks  w h ich  H i r s t  d e s c r i b e s  a s  " fo rm s  o f  k n o w le d g e " ,  e a c h  w i t h  a c o n ­

c e p t u a l  n e t w o r k  p e c u l i a r  t o  i t s e l f ,  and e a c h  p o s s e s s i n g  i t s  own u n i q u e  

t e s t s  f o r  t r u t h  and v a l i d i t y ,  and i t s  own s t a n d a r d s  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  

( H i r s t , P . H . , i n  A r c h a m b t t u l t , R . D . ( c d . )  . 1 9 6 5 ) .  I n  f a c t ,  H i r s t  makes 

a  b o l d  a t t e m p t  t o  o u t l i n e  e i g h t  such  b r a n c h e s *  m a t h e m a t i c s , e m p i r i c a l  

s c i e n c e ,  human s c i e n c e ,  m o r a l i t y ,  a e s t h e t i c s ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  r e l i g i o n  

and  h i s t o r y .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  " p u b l i c  modes o f  e x p e r i e n c e " .



E d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  m in d ,  and t h e  e d u c a t e d  

man m u s t  be c o m p e t e n t  t o  e x e r c i s e  h i s  r a t i o n a l  and c r i t i c a l  j u d g e ­

m e n t  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  form o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

b e t w e e n  them and t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e s t s  f o r  t r u t h .

H i r s t ' s  e x a c t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  know ledge  i n t o  e i g h t  b r a n c h e s  may be 

d i s p u t e d ,  o r  r e g a r d e d  a s  m e r e l y  p r o v i s i o n a l |  b u t  h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  

♦he p r o b l e m  o f  k n o w led g e  and i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  seems t o  

be u s e f u l  a n d  s o u n d .  I f  i t  i s  found t o  be a c c e p t a b l e ,  h i s  t h e s i s  

p r o v i d e s  g r o u n d s  f o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  and co m p u ls o ry  p r o ­

gramme o f  s t u d y  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  e d u c a t e d  

man ,  be he B r i t o n ,  Ugandan o r  P o l e .

To r e t u r n  now t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  o f  w h a t  i s  w o r t h w h i l e  i n  e d u c a t i o n ;  

w hy ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a r e  t h e s e  " fo rm s  o f  know ledge"  more w o r t h w h i l e  

t h a n ,  a s  h a s  been s u g g e s t e d ,  s k i t t l e s ,  p i n - b a l l ,  o r  b lo w in g  up f r o g s  

w i t h  b i c y c l e  pumps?

A. P h i l i p s - G r i f f i t h s  (19 6 5 )  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  be tween  a c t i v i t i e s  which 

a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  an end  and t h o s e  w h ich  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  ? s  a  means.

No a c t i v i t y  i s  o f  much v a l u e  u n l e s s  i t  i s  g u id e d  hy c e r t a i n  r e c o g n i z e d  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  o r  f a i l u r e  and n e c e s s i t a t e s  some d e g r e e  c i  

s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t .  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  v a l u e  a r e  s a i d  t o  l*o " a b s o r b i n g " ,  

" i n t e r e s t i n g " ,  " f a s c i n a t i n g " , end a r e  v a r i e d  and c a p a b l e  o f  i n f i n i t e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h o u t  mere r e p e t i t i o n  o f  modes o f  a c t i o n .  Such a c t i v ­

i t i e s  p o s s e s s  " r e c i p r o c i t y " .  They r e q u i r e  us  t o  g iv e  v a r i e d  and 

u n p r e d i c t a b l e  r e s p o n s e s .  Our a c t i o n  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  m e c h a n ic a l  b u t  

t o t a l l y  a b s o r b i n g .

G r i f f i t h s  makes  on i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  which  i s  o f  r e l e v a n c e  

t o  w h a t  i s  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  a s  r e g a r d s  T h i r d  World e d u c a t i o n ;

"Some v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  d e r i v e  t h e i r  v a l u e  
f ro m  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s .
We may c o n t i n u e  w i t h  them v e r y  w i s e l y  when t h e y  a r c  mech­
a n i c a l ,  u n i n t e r e s t i n g ,  e f f o r t l e s s  o r  d u l l ;  b u t  u n l e s *  we 
a r e  road t h i s  w i l l  o n l y  he b e c a u s e  we a r c  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
some f u r t h e r  end  t h e y  happen  t o  s e r v e .  Em pty ing  d u s t b i n s  
n e a t l y  m i g h t ,  j u s t  p o s s i b l y ,  be an i n t e r e s t i n g  t a s k  a t  
f i r s t ,  b u t  i t  would  make an odd p e r m a n e n t  hobby .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
t h e  e f f i c i e n t  d i s p o s a l  o f  w a s t e  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  o f  t h e  u t m o s t
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v a l u e .  B u t  we m u s t  n o t ,  b e c a u s e  im p r e s s e d  by  th e  
i m p o r t a n t  b y - p r o d u c t s  o f  human a c t i v i t y ,  f o r g e t  t h a t  
some human a c t i v i t i e s  have  a v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  o t n .
If tnptying  d u s t b i n s  w i l l ,  we h o p e , one day  be done 
e n t i r e l y  by m a c h i n e s ;  b u t  n o t  o u r  d a n c i n g  o r  ou r  
c o n v e r s a t i o n " .

To p u r s u e  an a c t i v i t y  a s  an end i n  i t s e l f  i s  t o  l e a r n  t o  lo v e  t h a t  

a c t i v i t y ,  and  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  l e a r n i n g  -  t h e  s t u d y  o f  h i s t o r y ,  

p h y s i c s  o r  p h i l o s o p h y  -  i s  u n d e n i a b l y  an a c t i v i t y  whose o b j e c t s  

p o s s e s s  r e c i p r o c i t y  and u n i v e r s a l i t y .  They  a r e  p u b l i c  and o b j e c t i v e  

i n  a  way t h a t  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t ,  and  t h e y  a l l  i n v o l v e  th e  
p u r s u i t  o f  t r u t h .

An i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  may be made; t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " 1 i b e r a l - a r t s "  

i . e .  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  and t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s , a r e  o f t e n  c o n t r a s t e d  

w i t h  t h o s e  s t u d i e s  h a v i n g  an  im m ed ia te  u t i l i t y  such  a s  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  

bu a i n e s s - a d m i n i  s t r a t i  o n , f o r e s t r y  e t c . B u t ,  w ha t  makes t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

s h o u l d  n o t  he t h e  f i e l d  o f  s t u d y ,  b u t  t h e  way i n  w h ich  i t  i s  p u r s u e d

i . e .  f o r  i 1 1 i n t r i n s i c  i n t e r e s t  a s  opposed  t o  some means to  an 

e x t r i n s i c  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  T e c h n o l o g i c a l  p ro b le m s  may be o b j e c t i v e , 

p u b l i c  p r o b l e m s  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same vuv  a s  p ro b le m s  o f  p h y s i c s  o r  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .

S i m i l a r l y ,  P . H e r o s t  i n  P e t e r s ,  R .S ,  ( c t i . ) ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  be tween  

work  and l a b o u r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  an a c t i v i t y  o f  i n t r i n s i c  

w o r t h .  Work i s  a b s o r b i n g ,  h a s  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  and h a s  as  

i t s  " o p u s "  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h .  L a b o u r , on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  

a l i e n a t i n g  and demands some form o f  e x t r i n s i c  r e w a r d .

The a c c o u n t s  o f  P . S . W i l s o n  (1971)  and R . S . P e t e r s  ( 1 9 6 6 )  b o t h  f o c u s  

upon  t n e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  i n t r i n s i c  and e x t r i n u i c  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  e d u c a t i o n s ?  a c t i v i t i e s .  Pet .-  a d i s t i n g u i s h e s  be tw een  " c u r r i c u l u m  

a c t i v i t i e s "  and  gam es ,  b o t h  o f  w h ich  a r c  p u r s u e d  " f o r  t h e i r  own 

s a k e " .  H ow ever ,  c u r r i c u l u m  a c t i v i t i e s  " a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a 

c e r t a i n  s e r i o u s n e s s  a b o u t  t h e i r  c o g n i t i v e  c o n t e n t ,  and a r e  n o t  

" h i v e d  o f f  f r o m  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  l i v i n g " .  A c t i v i t i e s  such  a s  s c i e n c e ,  

h i s t o r y ,  e t c ,  a r e  " s e r i o u s  i n  t h a t  t h e y  i l l u m i n a t e  o t h e r  a r e a s



of  l i f e . "  They h a v e  a w i d e - r a n g i n g  c o g n i t i v e  c o n t e n t  which  " s p i l l s  

o v e r  and  t r a n s f o r m *  u m a n ' s  view o f  l i f e " .  Hut mos t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  

t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a " s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h " ;  and 

some a c t i v i t i e s  tr.oi o t h a n  o t h e r s  b e s t  e x e m p l i f y ,  o r  m o s t  e x p l i c i t l y  

embody d i s c i p l i n e d ,  r a t i o n a l  e n q u i r y ,  and t h u s  s h o u l d  be a t  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  a  c o m p u l s o r y ,  u n i v e r s a l  c u r r i c u l u m .

I t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  v ie w  o f  P . R .  WiI son d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  t h a t  of  

P e t e r s  ( a n d  H i r s t ) . At t h e  c e n t r e  o f  W i l s o n ' s  a rg u m e n t  i s  t h a t  

t h e  l e a r n e r  s h o u l d  be m o t i v a t e d  by i n t e r e s t ,  by a b s o r p t i o n  in  t h e  

m a t t e r  b e i n g  s t u d i e d , o r  * t h a t  any a c t i v i t y  w hich  i s  n o t  h a r m f u l ,  

t r i v i a l ,  d a n g e r o u s  o r  i m m o r a l , i f  p u r s u e d  in  a d i s c i p l i n e d  m anner ,  

i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  and t h u s  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  j u s t i f i a o l e .

" I f  he i s  s e r i o u s l y  s t u d y i n g  t h e  d o i n g  o f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e n  
he i s  en g a g e d  a l r e a d y  i n  t r y i n r  t o  be more r a t i o n a l  a b o u t
i t  . . . .  What i s  of fu n d a m e n ta l  i m p o r t a n c e  e d u c a t i o n a l l y
i s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h i s  i n q u i r i e s  ( w h a t e v e r  t h e y  a r e ) , a r e
b e i n g  e n g a g e d  i n  f o r  t h e i r  i n t r i n s i c  i n t e r e s t .  What makes
h i s  c u r r i c u l u m  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  i s  n o t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
on i t  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t ,  bu t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
i n  i t  o f  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  w h a t e v e r  he i s  d o i n g ' . ( p b G ) .

W i l s o n  a t t a c k s  t h e  " n e e d s "  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  Needs  p r e s u p p o s e s  g o a l s  , w h ich  in  t u r n ,  p r e c u p p o s e  

v a l u e s ,  a n d  s o c i e t a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  may o f t e n  c o n f l i c t .  

S c h o o l i n g  i s  t h e n  s e e n  a s  a  means t o  an end which  l i e s  o u t r i d e  

t h e  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f .  S c h o o l i n g  may in d e e d  be j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e s e  

t e r m s ,  b u t  n o t  so  e d u c a t i o n .

The e d u c a t i v e  t a s k  o f  t e a c h e r s  i s  t o  h e l p  l e a r n e r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

and  a p p r e c i a t e  more f u l l y ,  and t o  p r a c t i s e  nore e f f e c t i v e l y ,  some

o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w h ic h  t h e y  f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  md t o  h e l p  them t o

c h o o s e  s e n s i b l y  w hich  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  to  f o l l o w .  E d u c a t i o n  

i s  w h a t e v e r  d e v e l o p s  t h e  l e a r n e r ' s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  v a l u i n g ,  and l a s  

i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  p u r s u e  w h a t  i s  v a l u e d  in  a d i s c i p l i n e d  m anner ,  so 

t h a t  he w i l l  come t o  s e e  more o f  i t s  i n t r i n s i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e .

I n  W i l s o n ' s  t e r m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  o n l y  " u s e "  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  

g e t  p e o p l e  more e d u c a t e d ,  and i t s  o n l y  end i s  more e d u c a t i o n .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  o n l y  " n e e d c "  w hich  e d u c a t i o n  s a t i s f i e s  a r e  e d u c a t i o n a l
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n e e d s .  S o ,  i n  o s e n s e ,  we cannot ,  a s k  w h a t  e x t e r n a l  f e a t u r e s  

Mj u s t i f y "  e d u c a t i o n .

"On t h i s  v i e w ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  which 
p u p i l s  a r e  e n g a g e d  a r e  c o o k e r y ,  g a r d e n i n g ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  
c r i c k e t ,  h o p s c o t c h ,  w a l l - c l i m b i n g ,  h i s t o r y  o r  a n y t h i n g ^  
e l s e ,  i s  o f  no  p a r t i c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  . . .
( p 8 3 ) .

T h i s  i s  a  f a i r l y  e x t r e m e  v i e w ,  c o u n t e r e d  i n  p a r t  by P h i l i p s -  

G r i f f i t h s ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  o f  t h e  r e c i p r o c i t y  of  

c e r t a i n  f i e l d s  o f  s t u d y *  am compared  w i t h  o t h e r s .

B a l a n c i n g  d e l i c a t e l y  and u s e f u l l y  b e tw ee n  t h e  two more ex t re m e  and 

o p p o s i n g  views o f  P e t e r ,  and W i l s o n ,  i s  J . P . W h i t e ' s  "Towards  a  

C o m p u lso ry  C u r r i c u l u m " * 1 9 7 3 ) .  The a rg u m e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  " o b j e c t i v e s  

o f  c u r r i c u l a  s h o u l d  be t h e  same f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n " .  T h e re  may o f t e n  

be  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w h ich  o v e r r i d e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  moral  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  l i b e r t y  -  I i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  f reed o m  t o  l e a r n  w h a t e v e r  

one w i s h e s  t o  l e a r n ) .  T h es e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  have  t o  do w i t h ,  

f i r s t l y ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  good o r  t h e  good o f  s o c i e t y ,  and s e c o n d l y ,  

w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  own good .  T h i s  p o s e s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p r o b l e m  o f  w h a t  em bod ies  t h e  "Good f o r  Man".

W h i t e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  l o g i c a l  p r i o r i t y  o f  i n t r i n s i c  o v e r  e x t r i n s i c  

g o o d .  "What i s  good e x t r i n s i c a l  l y  i s  good u l t i m a t e l y  a s  a  means 

t o  s o m e t h i n g  good i n  i t s e l f . "  ( P7 ) .  Many a c t i v i t i e s  may be w o r t h ­

w h i l e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e d u c a ^  

t i o n a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  i f  i t  c a n n o t  be shown t h a t  s c i e u c e  

»„d  a r t  a r e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  f o r  e v e r y o ne -  (someone may 

s t i l l  p r e f e r  p l a y i n g  t h e  h o r s e s )  -  i t  s t i l l  r e m a in s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t

they a r e  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  s o .

A l l  c h i l d r e n  m u . t  c o n e  t o  k n o .  . b o u t  t h e  . h o l e  r e n g e  o f  - e t i . i U c ,  

i n d  . . . . .  Of l i f e "  Which t h e y  w i n  h . y .  t o  c h o o . e  f r o . .  I f  t h i .  

i n s t r u c t i o n  e n t . i l .  .  " t e . p o r . r y "  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  l i b e r t y ,  . t  

so  T b i t .  . . i r  ,  . . .  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  . u t . n o m y  . t  a  l a t e r  s . u Eo .

W b l t .  d i v i d e s  i n t r i n s i c . , l y  w o r t h w h i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t .  two c a t e g o r i e s ,  

C a t e g o r y  1 a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t h o s e  w h ich  have  t o  be  f o r m a l l y  t a u g h t ,
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a s  no u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  i e  l o g i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  

a c t u a l l y  e n g a g i n g  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y .
C a t e g o r y  2 a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  which  come u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  

p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  e n g a g i n g  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t y .

E x am p les  o f  C a t e g o r y  1 a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  g i v e n  as  -  ( a n d  t h e  l i s t  

d o e s  n o t  p re s u m e  t o  be e x h a u s t i v e )  -  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  com m unica t ion  

( l a n g u a g e ) ,  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  a e s t h e t i c s ,  p h i l o s o p h y .

Exam ples  o f  C a t e g o r y  2 a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s ,  c o o k e r y ,  

c r i c k e t ,  woodwork ,  and  o t h e r  v o c a t i o n a l  o r  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s .

C a t e g o r y  1 a c t i v i t i e s  open t h e  d o o r  t o  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a l l  s o r t s  

o f  C a t e g o r y  2 a c t i v i t i e s ;  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  knowledge  o f  a  m o t h e r -  

t o n g u c  f a c i l i t a t e s  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  what  i t  m i g h t  be l i k e  to  

a p e a k  a f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e .

The c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  t h i s  d ic h o to m y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  

a r e  t h a t ,  g i v e n  t h a t  a  p u p i l  o u s t  come t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a l l  p o s s i b l e  

k i n d s  o f  a c t i v i t y  b e f o r e  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  can be s a i d  t o  be " c o m p l e t e  , 

he  m u s t  be c o m p e l l e d  t o  engage  i n  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  which  a t e  u n i n ­

t e l l i g i b l e  w i t h o u t  s u c h  e n g a g e m e n t ,  i . e .  C a t e g o r y  1 a c t i v i t i e s .  

H ow ever ,  " c o m p u l s o r y  i n i t i a t i o n  m u s t  be k e p t  t o  a  b a s i c  minimum.

I n  t h e  same way ,  p u p i l s  m u s t  be g i v e n  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  

v a r i o u s  "ways o f  l i f e "  o r  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  by which  men l i v e ,  

e . g .  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t r u t h ,  a l t r u i s m ,  pow er ,  w e a l t h ;  and to w a rd s  

t h i s  g o a l ,  " s u b j e c t s "  s u c h  a s  h i s t o r y ,  p h i l o s o p h y  and l i t e r a t u r e  

p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  -  i n  t h i s  s p h e r e ,  a s  a  means t o  an end .

W hi te  a l s o  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  " p r a c t i c a l  component"  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  

t h a t  w h ic h  e n a b l e s  t h e  l e a r n e r  t o  i n t e g r a t e  what  he has  l e a r n e d  and 

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  means t o  e n d s ,  and t h e  o b s t a c l e s  

i n  t h e  way o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e s e  e n d s .  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  some u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  e c o n o m i c s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  

and m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  c a r e e r s  and j o b -  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a r e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l

a c t i v i t y .



11A r a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  r .hould g i v e  due w e i g h t  t o  e x t r i n s i c  and 

i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e s " .  (pGO).

W h i te  a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  H i r s t ' s  t h e s i s  t h a t  one c a n n o t  a s k  f o r  a 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  t o  a s k  f o r  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

r a t i o n a l i t y  i s  t o  be co m m i t t e d  a l r e a d y  t o  s e e k i n g  r a t i o n a l  know­

l e d g e  i n  t h e  v e r y  a s k i n g  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and th e  s e e k i n g  a f t e r  

r e a s o n s .  W hi te  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n s t ­

r u m e n t a l ;  i t s  g o a l  i s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  au tonomous p e r s o n s ,

R . F . D e a r d e n ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "The Aims o f  P r i m a r y  E d u c a t i o n " ,

( D e a r d e n ,  R .F .  i n  P e t e r s ,  U .S .  ( e d )  1 9 6 9 ) ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  wade th r o u g h  

t h e  d i f f i c u l t  i s s u e  o f  w ha t  i s  v a l u a b l e ,  and t h u s ,  what  s h o u l d  be 

i n c l u d e d  i n  en e d u c a t i v e  c u r r i c u l u m .  D e s p i t e  o u r  " p l u r a l i s t i c "  

s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  d o e s  r em a in  a  q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n s e n s u s  on what  

i s  b a s i c a l l y  v a l u a b l e  f o r  p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  com petence  i n  our  

f o rm  o f  l i f e .

D e a r d e n  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  p e r s o n a l  au tonomy.  The autonomous 

p e r s o n  i s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  p e r s o n ;  he i s  a b l e  to  

t e s t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i n g s  f o r  h i m s e l f  by t h e  c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  

o f  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e .  Autonomy i m p l i e s  c h o i c e , and Dearden

makes  an i m p o r t a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n :  " ................ g r a n t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  I

who am t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and c h o o s e , t h e n  what  i s  w o r th  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

a n d  w h a t  d e s e r v e s  t o  be c h o s e n ? "  ( P 3 2 ) .

* c u r r i c u l u m  p r o b l e m  i s  f a r  from s o l v e d  by a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t i e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  au tonom y .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  -  au tonomy,  t h e  e x e r c i s e  

o f  c h o i c e  -  p r e s u p p o s e s  a w e l l - g r o u n d e d  un d e r s t  an d i n g  o f  o n e ' s  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  an i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  b a s i c  ways i n  which 

human e x p e r i e n c e  h a s ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  been  d e v e lo p e d  

a n d  e l a b o r a t e d .  T h i s  b r i n g s  us  hack t o  H i r s t ' a  o u t l i n e  of th e  

f o r m s  o f  k now ledge  w hich  have  a c e n t r a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e x e r c i s e  

o f  p e r s o n a l  a u to n o m y .  Autonomy p r e s u p p o s e s  some m a s t e r y  of an 

a p p r o p r i a t e  body o f  know ledge  o r  s k i l l s .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  

b e f o r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  can  s e n s i b l y  " s t r i k e  o u t  on t h e i r  own".  W i th o u t  

t h i s  b a s i c  c o n t e n t ,  r e f e r e n c e  t o  "au tonom y"  becomes a m e a n i n g l e s s ,  

p s e u d o - l i b e r a l  g e s t u r e .



L e t  u s  now move on t o  w h a t  may Le d e r . c r i b o d  a s  a more u t i l i t a r i a n

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I have c h o s e n  a s  a

s u c c i n c t  and  l u c i d  exam ple  o f  such  t h o u g h t , R o b i n  H a r r o w 's  c h a p t e r  

on "iVhat I s  W o r t h w h i l e "  ( C h a p . 11 ,  1 9 7 5 ) .

Bar row  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  no a c t i v i t y  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  w o r t h w h i l e .  The 

c r i t e r i o n  o f  w o r t h w h i l « n e s s  i s  p l e a s u r e , p l e a s u r e  f o r  b o th  t h e  

a g e n t  and f o r  s o c i e t y .  However,  some a c t i v i t i e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

n a t u r e , h ave  a  more i n s t r u m e n t a l  v a l u e  t h a n  o t h e r s .  How do we 

c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  Bingo  and l i t e r a t u r e  i f  b o th  a c t i v i t i e s  g i v e  an 

i n d i v i d u a l  e q u a l  am oun ts  o f  p l e a s u r e ?  "A r e a s o n a b l e  c o n t e n t i o n  io  

. . . . .  t h a t  t h e  communi ty  would s u f f e r  more i f  i t  l o s t  t h e  s o r t  o f  

p e o p l e  who t a k e  p l e a s u r e  in  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a n  i f  i t  l o s t  t h e  s o r t  o f

p e o p l e  who t a k e  p l e a s u r e  i n  B in g o . "  ( p  1 5 9 ) .

T h u s ,  t h e r e  a r e  some a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  c o n t r i b u t e  more t o  i n c r e a s i n g  

p l e a s u r e  g e n e r a l l y ,  i . e .  i n  s o c i e t y  as  a w h o le ,  and i t  would be 

d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  come t o  f i n d  p l e a s u r e  i n  such  a c t i v ­

i t i e s .  I t  i s  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  p e o p l e  may be i n i t i a t e d  i n t o ,  

and  come t o  t a k e  p l e a s u r e  in  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  may n o t  o t h e r w i s e  

h a v e  t a k e n  p l e a s u r e  i n .  E d u c a t i o n  s h o u ld  a t t e m p t  t o  d e v e l o p  p e o p l e  

who w i l l  w a n t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  m a x i m i z a t i o n  o f  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  

co m m u n i ty .

What a r e  t h e  d e s i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ;  which e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

s h o u l d  c u l t i v a t e  ? Barrow s u g g e s t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e :  a t e n d ­

e n c y  t o  w a n t  t o  know t h e  r e a s o n  why; a c o n c e r n  f o r  c o h e r e n t  r e a s o n ­

i n g  and a b i l i t y  in  r e a s o n i n g ;  a c o n c e r n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  

ai .d an a b i l i t y  t o  do s o .  These  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  would  go some way 

t o w a r d s  p r e v e n t i n g  u n j u s t i f i e d  and d o g m a t ic  c o n v i c t i o n ,  e r r o i , and 

f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  o t h e r s ,  and in  t h e s e  ways must  c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  t h e  sum o f  h a p p i n e s s .  I t  i s  an e m p i r i c a l  m a t t e r  a s  t o  which  

a c t i v i t i e s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  e n d s .

B a r row  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw ee n  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  knowledge  o r  ways 

o f  r e a s o n ' n g .  T h e re  i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  know ledge  -  knowledge  which 

c a n n o t  be a r r i v e d  a t  by e m p i r i c a l  e n q u i r y ;  s e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  i s  

s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w led g e  w hich  r e v o l v e s  a ro u n d  e m p i r i c a l  e n q u i r y ;  and 

t h i r d l y ,  t h e r e  i s  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  w h ich  i s  a c c o r d e d  a " s u i  g e n e r i s "



s t a t u s . P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  t h r e e  a c t i v i t i e s  n i g h t  d e v e l o p  

two ol t h e  t h r e e  d e s i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; c u r i o s i t y  and r a t i o n a l i t y .  

P a r r o w 1s t h i r d  d e s i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , t h a t  o f  e m p a th y ,  i n  p r o m o t e d , 

so  he m a i n t a i n s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

T h u s ,  w h a t  i s  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  f o r  a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  he s u g g e s t s ,  

i s  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m ora l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  m a t h e m a t i c s  and 

h i s t o r y  -  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  p rom ote  e m p a t h y ; moral  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  a s  t h i s  t h e  mos t  a p p e a l i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s p h e r e s  

o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e n q u i r y ;  m a t h e m a t i c s  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  u n i q u e  s t a t u s  

and i t s  u t i l i t y ;  and h i s t o r y ,  ( p e r h a p s  th e  l e a s t  w e l l - a r g u e d  c a s e ) ,  

a s  t h e ' v e h i c l e  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  c h i l d  i n t o  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w le d g e " .

The u t i l i t a r i a n  a r g u m e n t ,  w h ich  i s  o f  m a jo r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  when we 

move on t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r o l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  T h i r d  ' o r l d ,  i s  

t h a t  p u r s u i t s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t h e  more w o r t h w h i l e  i n s o f a r  as  

t h e y  t e n d  t o  p ro m o te  p l e a s u r e , end t h a t  i t  would  be more w o r t h w h i l e  

f o r  p e o p l e  t o  t a k e  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  which  c o n t r i b u t e  

t o  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  p l e a s u r e  i n  g e n e r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h o s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  w h ich  o n l y  p r o v i d e  im m e d ia te  p l e a s u r e  f o r  t h e  a g e n t .

T h u s ,  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  s e e n  as  an i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  i n t i i n s i  a l l y  

w o r t h w h i l e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  as  a moans t o  human h a p p i n e s s ,  and 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  th e  community a t  l a r g e ,  i f  i t  

c o u l d  be p r o v e d  t h a t  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  1a t i o n a l i t y  

vou  id  be l i k e l y  t o  l e a d  t o  more m i s e r y  t h a n  th«* c u l t i  v a t i o n  o f  

i r r a t i o n a l i t y  would  d o ,  t h e n  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  >f I r r a t i o n a l i t y  

w ou ld  bo p r e f e r a b l e .  Hut we have no r e a s o n  <u at o p t  t h i s  b e l i e f .

I n  summary , we have  e l a b o r a t e d  on t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

a s  h a v i n g  t o  do w i t h  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  w o r t h w h i l e  know ledge  and 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  Where p h i l o s o p h i e s  .nay d i v e r g e  i s  i n  t h e i r  c l a r i f ­

i c a t i o n  o f  e x a c t l y  w h ic h  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  w o r t h w h i l e .  O p in io n s  ra n g e  

f rom  t h e  v a l u i n g  o f  a n £  a c t i v i t y  s o l e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n t e r e s t  

t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  a c t i v i t i e s  which  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  o f  v a l u e  

t o  e v e r y o n e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  mos t  embody r a t i o n a l  t h o u g h t  a s  found
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wi t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  forms  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  t o  more u t i l i t a r i a n  and 

lln e e d s " - b a f l e d  v i e w s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a ; b e i n g  o f  v a l u e  b o th  t o  the  

i n d i v i d u a l  and t o  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  

wo s h a l l  s e e  how t h e  e x t r i n s i c  v a l u e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i s  em p h as ized  

t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  " u s e s "  and " g o a l s "  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  T h i r d  Wor ld .
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cnAPTEft II

EDUCATION ANm THE THIHD WQUI n

The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n *  f rom e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n e r *  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  

c o u n t r i e s  may s e r v e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  wide r a n g e  o f  v iews  a* 

r e g a r d s  t h e  r o l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ;
"One man who c r e a t e s  goods  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t e n  men who 
t h i n k  and  c r e a t e  n o t h i n g " .

(G u in e a n  R e p u b l i c  P a r t y  C o n fe r e n c e  
Quoted  by Rekou Tourd i n  Cowan,
O 'C o n n e l l  and S c a n l o n  (ede.), 1965)

" C e r t a i n l y ,  m o s t  p e o p l e  would a g r e e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
d e s i r a b l e  even  i f  i t  c o n t r i b u t e d  n o t h i n g  t o  m a t e r i a l  o u t p u t .

(W. A r t h u r  l e w i s ,  i n  Cowan, C 'C o n n e l l  
and S c a n l o n  (eds.),  19C5)

W. V. Ros tow h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h r e e  

m a in  i n t e r e s t s  have com pe ted  f o r  a t t e n t i o n ;  power i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  

t h e  i n c r e a s e d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  end t h e  mass co n s u m p t io n  of  

go o d s  and s e r v i c e s .  I n  d e v e l o p i n g  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e r e  may a l s o  ho 

s a i d  t o  be t h r e e  d o m i n a t i n g  c o n c e r n s ;  economic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  

g ro w th  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t y  and n a t i o n h o o d ,  and t h e  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  

a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s y s t e m .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  a 

p a r t  t o  p l a y  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . ( C u r l s , A .  (p76)  ( 1 9 7 3 ) .

The p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r  doe*  n o t  aim t o  d e f i n e  w ha t  e d u c a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  
d o e a  a c h i e v e ,  b u t  w ha t  d e v e l o p m e n t - p l a n n e r s  and e d u c a t i o n a l i s t s  

m a i n t a i n  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  a c h i e v e .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

i s  n o t  f o c u s s e d  a r o u n d  w h e t h e r  e d u c a t i o n  ( o r  s c h o o l i n g )  a c t u a l l y  

i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  econom ic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  f o r  exam ple ;  w ha t  i s  

i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e  i s  how d e v e l o p m e n t - p l a n n e r s  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s p h e r e  d e f i n e  t h e i r  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  d e v e l ­

o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  and  w ha t  o t h e r  c o n c e p t s  a r e  l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

P . r h . p .  .  n o t .  t o  c o m , t o r  . . t r . u .  . i . «  o f  t n o . l o d g o  n .  b . i n *  
c u l t u r . - r e l o t i v e  » « u l d  ho . p p r o p r i . t .  b e f o r e  «  l . o n c h  I n t o  t h e  

d i . c u e . i o n  b e l o w .  I t  - e j  be  o b j e c t e d  t h a t  e d n c . t i o n  end knowledge 
t o  t h e  " n e e d . "  of eocb  p a r t i c u l a r  e o c l o t ,  and t h e r e f o r e
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t h e r e  c a n n o t  he tmy u s e f u l  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  made a c r o s s  c u l t u r a l  

b a r r i e r s .  However ,  i n  i t s  e x t r e m e  fo rm ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  do,?# n o t  

s t a n d  up w e l l  t o  r c r u t i n y .  F o r  o b j e c t i v e  knowledge i s  n o t  r e l a t i v e  

t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who t r i e s  t o  u n d o * s t a n d  th e  w o r ld  he l i v e s  i n .

We s h a r e  a common r e a l i t y ,  o r ,  i n  W i t t g e n s t e i n ' s  t e r m s ,  a common 

" f o r m  o f  l i f e "  (Harolyn,  R.W, , i n  D e a r d e n ,  H i r s t  and P e t e r s  ( e d s )  

( 1 9 7 2 ) .  How we c o n c e p t u a l i z e  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  w o r ld  i s  

n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  mere c o n v e n t i o n .

" I t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  t h a t  human b e i n g s  a r e  
v h n t  t h e y  a r e  and have th e  p e r c e p t u a l  o p p a r a t u s  t h a t  t h e y
h a w ;  aud i t  i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e
w o r l d  i s  a s  i t  i s  and t h a t  t h i n g s  a f f e c t  o u r  s e n s e s  
i n  t h e  <rny t h a t  t h e y  d o .  Given t h i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  c l e a r l y  
l i m i t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  o u r  c o n c e p t s  muy c h a n g e . "

(Hnmlyn,  D.W,, i n  D ea rden ,  H i r s t  and P e t e r s  
( e d s )  1972) .

I f ,  a s  Kuhn m a i n t a i n s  (Kuhn,  T . S .  10G2),  we l i v e  in  d i f f e r e n t  

" p a r a d i g m s " ,  e a c h  one a l m o s t  i m p e n e t r a b l e  t o  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e

o t h e r ,  and t h e r e  a r e  no u l t i m a t e ,  h e rd  f a c t s ,  from where do

K u h n ' s  " a n o m a l i e s "  o r i g i n a t e ,  i f  n o t  f rom r u b b i n g  up a g a i n s t  t h e  

r e a l  r e a l i t y  w h ic h ,  by  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  m us t  e x i s t ?

A l t h o u g h  few e d u c a t i o n a l i s t s  may m a i n t a i n  t h a t  knowledge  i t s e l f  

i s  c u l t u r e - r e l a t i v e ,  many p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  nay  have t h e i r  

o r i g i n s  in  t h i s  l i n e  o f  t h o u g h t .  For i n s t a n c e ,  W a l lac e  ( W a l l a c e ,  

A . F . C . ,  q u o t e d  in  P a u l s t o n ,  H . G . ,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  has  o u t l i n e d  a number

o f  p r o v o c a t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o r i e n t a t i o n s  oi 

a s o c i e t y  and  i t s  l e a r n i n g  p r i o r i t i e s .  I n  answ er  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

"What s h o u l d  e man l e a r n ? "  he c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  a lways  he 

more o r  l e a s  im posed  by th e  community and by i t s  c u l t u r e .  I rom 

t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s  t o  p ro d u c e  

f u n c t i o n a l  a d u l t s  i n  a n y  g iv e n  s o c i e t y .  What a  man i s  e x p e c t e d  

t o  do i n  h i s  l i f e  w i l l  depend upon t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  which he l i v e s ;  

and w h a t  he i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  do d e t e r m i n e s  w ha t  he i s  e x p e c t e d  to

l e a r n .
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What a r e  t h e  " n e e d n "  o f  a  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r y ?  What i s  t h i s  

" d e v e l o p e d "  s t a t e  o f  s o c i e t y  t h a t  i «  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be more d e s i r a b l e  

t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e 7 V/hat i s  " d e v e lo p m e n t "  — o b v i o u s l y  a 

v a l u e - l a d e n  t e r m  w h ich  wou ld  b e n e f i t  from a l i t t l e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ?

A D u tch  te am o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Amsterdam

hove  a t t e m p t e d t w i t h  a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  s c h o l a r l y  and m e t h o d i c a l

a p p r e a c h |  t o  t a c k l e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n . ( D r o o g l e e v c r  F o r t u i j » , A.B. and

Oud, P . J »  ( e d s ) 197*1). They d e f i n e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e v e lo p m en t
#

i n  t e r r a s  o f  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s  and go a b o u t  t h i s  t a s k  by 

g i v i n g  a g e n e r a l  s u r v e y  o f  s t u d i e s  -  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

o f  t h e  n e e d s , v a l u e s  and g o a l s  o f  man and how t h e s e  r e l a t e  t o  e d u c ­

a t i o n  . T h e i r  a im i s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a f a i r l y  c o m p re h e n s iv e  s y n t h e s i s  

o f  t h e  many s t u d i e s  o f  human v a l u e s ,  and t o  f o c u s  upon w h e th e r  o r  

n o t  c o n s e n s u s  e x i s t s  a s  t o  a  s e t  o f  v a l u e s  t h a t  i s  more o r  l e s s  

u n i v e r s a l .

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  t e a m ' s  s u r v e y  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  Mas lo w , M y r d a l , Dahl and LindbJ  om, E t z i o n i , L a a s w e l i  

and K a p la n  and o t h e r s , a s  w e l l  a s  a  s t u d y  o f  s e v e r a l  p o l i c y  s p e e c h e s  

o f  T h i r d  World  l e a d e r s ,  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  f o r m u l a t e  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t :

" D e v e lo p m e n t  i s  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  in  
w h ich  a l l  members o f  a u o c i a l  sy s t e m  l i v e  i n  freedom 
and e q u a l i t y  i . e .  a s o c i a l  sy s tem  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  
e q u a l i t y  o f  power  o f  a l l  i t s  members by g u a r a n t e e i n g  
e a c h  member e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r  i n c r e a s e
t o  t h e  same e x t e n t ...............  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  d e c i o i o n -
m u k in g ,  know ledge  and w e a l t h ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  h i s  
o p t i m a l  d e g r e e  o f  p h y s i c a l  and m e n ta l  w e l l b e i n g " .

(P  42)

The team  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l u e s  i m p l i e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

f rom d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  can  be s e e n  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t . ie 

v a l u e s  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  A s e t  of  

human v a l u e s  i s  f o r m u l a t e d  an f o l l o w s :  p h y s i c a l  w e l l b e i n g ,

m e n t a l  w e l l b e i n g ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  knowledge

and w e a l t h *



The f o l l o w i n g  e n o l y s i s  i s  e  summary o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  th e  
D u tch  te am :

1 .  P h y s i c a l  w e l l b e i n g !  t h e  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  and s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  

u n i m p a i r e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  human o r g a n i s m  — i n c l u d i n g  the  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s ;  t h i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c o m p o n e n t s !

( a )  a b s e n c e  o f  h u n g e r ,  t h i r s t ,  s i c k n e s s  and d e f e c t s ;
( b )  s e x u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n ;

( c )  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  s t i m u l a t i o n  and r e s t  o f  th e  s e n s e s  ( e . g .  
w a k in g  and s l e e p i n g ) ;

( d )  a p p r o p r i a t e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  ( p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ) .

2 .  M en ta l  w e l l b e i n g ; t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  complement o f  p h y s i c a l

w e l l b e i n g ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m p o n e n t s :

( a )  f r e e d o m  and e q u a l i t y ;  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  power;

( b )  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n |  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and e x p r e s s i o n  o f  o n e ' s
own c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  ( i n t e r - a l i a s  c r e a t i v e  c a p a b i l i t i e s ) ;

( c )  s e c u r i t y ;  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o r d e r ,  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  
e v e n t s , and  s a f e t y ;

( d )  b e l o n g i n g n e s s !  b e i n g  a member o f  g ro u p s  t h a t  one l i k e s ;

( e )  a f f e c t i o n :  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  b e i n g  l i k e d  o r  love d  ( o r  t h e
a c t i v e  r e c i p r o c a l :  a l t r u i s m ) ;

( f )  v a r i a t i o n  i n  a c t i v i t i e s ;

( g) a e s t h e t i c  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

3 .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  dee i s i  o n - r n k  i n g : t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n f l u e n c e

t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  c o n c e r n  o n e s e l f .

4 .  K n o w le d g e ; t o  know and u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i n g s ,  as

w e l l  a s  t h e  s k i l l  t o  a p p l y  t h e s e  i n s i g h t s .

5 .  W e a l t h : t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o r  u s e  o f  m a t e r i a l  goods  o f  anv k i n d .

( p  38)

I t  i s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  know ledge  which  i s  mos t  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  

e d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .



The d i a g r a m  be low  ( D r o o g l e c v e r  e l  e l  p 3 9 ) ,  ehowa t l i e t  e ac h  

v a l u e  i s  n o t  o n ly  an end i n  i t s e l f  -  ( a n  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e ) , b u t  

a l s o  an  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  v a l u e s .  Wea lth  

and  k n o w le d g e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  have a  h i g h  i n s t r u m e n t a l i  t y  w i t h  

r e g a r d  t o  a l l  o t h e r  v a l u e s , w h i l e  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  c h a r a c t e r  i s  

m o s t  p r o n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m e n t a l  and p h y s i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g .

Wei \ being’

lAervto I 
w f c t t L e i f x g

P a r t i  c \  p -  
a t i  o ft . in 
<teci L ior,-  
i*v&k.ing'

1

col 
t/cl I b c i  r \ ^

,W e a l t h

^  Ma i n i n s t r u m e n t a l  
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Secondary in stru m en ts  T 
r e l a t i o n
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W h e r e , i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r , t h e  emphawi* warn on t h e  i n t r i n s i c  

w o r t h  of e d u c a t i o n ,  k n o w le d g e ,  am s e e n  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d i a g ra m ,  

h a s  a d i r e c t  b e a r i n g  on a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  v a l u e s  m e n t i o n e d , and 

c a n  be i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and m a in t e n a n c e  o f  p h y s i c a l

and  m e n t a l  w e l l b e i n g ,  power and w e a l t h .  Where t h e n ,  do we f i n d

a p l a c e  f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  “know ledge  f o r  i t s  own s o k e ? "

P r e s i d e n t  J u l i u s  N y c r e r e  o f  T a n z a n i a  w r i t e *  w i t h  t y p i c a l  c l a r i t y ,  

( N y e r e r e ,  J . K .  ( 1 9 6 8 ) i

' 'The p u r s u i t  o f  p u re  l e a r n i n g  c a n  he n l u x u r y  i n  s o c i e t y }  
w h e t h e r  i t  i s  o r  n o t  dej de upon th e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  which
t h a t  s o c i e t y  l i v e s ;  ............  when p e o p l e  a r e  d y i n g  b e c a u s e
e x i s t i n g  Knowledge i s  n o t  a p p l i e d ,  when th e  v e r y  b a s i c  
s o c i a l  and p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  a r e  no t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  members 
o f  a s o c i e t y ,  th e n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  i s  m i s u s i n g  i t s  r e s o u r c e s
i f  i t  p u r s u e s  p u re  l e a r n i n g  f o r  i t s  own sake  . . . . . . .
E x t e n d i n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  of  knowledge i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r
h u m a n i t y ................... P u t  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  t h e r e  a r e  p r i o r i t i e s ,
and we have t o  look  a t  the  i imrvdic.te f u t u r e  and th e  
im m e d i a t e  p r e s e n t  and d e c i d e  w ha t  i t  i s  t h a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
i n  o u r  k in d  o f  s o c i e t y  can a t  p r e s e n t  most  u s e f u l  1y g iv e  
t o  t h e  w o r ld  o f  which  we a r e  a  p a r t  . . . . . .  Whether  in  a
d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r y  o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  a u n i v e r s i t y  does  n o t  
d e s e r v e  t h e  n a r  1*“ i t  doe* n o t  promote  t h i n k i n g .  P u t  
o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  %ent p ro b le m s  mus t  i n f l u e n c e  th e
s u b j e c t s  t o  n u g h t  i s  g i v e n ,  and t h e y  must  i n f l u e n c e
t o o ,  t h e  a p p ro  b o t h  in  u n i v e r s i t y - p r o m o t e d  r e s e a r c h
and i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  d e g r e e  s y l l a b u s e s ,  t h e  n e e d s  o f  our  
c o u n t r y  s h o u l d  b< th e  d e t e r m i n i n g  1 a c t o r  •

( p  179 -  186)

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s u g g e s t i o n  made a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  by T odnro ,

( B e l l  Agio C o f e r o n c .  r . p c r . ,  ( 1 0 ? ? ) ,  i .  t h . t  t h e  u n i . e r . i t , ,  

i n . t o , i d  o f  b e i n f t  o r R u n i i c d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l a c u l t ,  

f r a m e w o r k ,  c o u l d  be f o c u c - d  around  m a jo r  n o t i o n ,  d ev e lo p m e n t  

p r o b l e m  a r e , . ,  f o r  e , a m p l e ,  u n i . o r . i t ,  d i . . . , o .  . u c h  a .  A g r i ­

c u l t u r a l  P r o d u c t i o n  and  S u p p l ,  -  ( p r o d u c t i o n ,  r o . o u r c e  u . e ,  

p r i c e . ,  v o g e > ,  f i n a n c e ,  m e c h a n i z a t i o n ,  . t o r n g e ,  m a r k e t i n g ,  

and f o r m a l  and n o n - f o r m . l  e d u c a t i o n , , Economic mad S o c i a l  

A f f a i r .  -  ( p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b l e m . ,  p o . e r t ,  and unem ployment ,  

r u r a l  and u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  . o c t a l  - d  economic  p . l l c , ) ,  

B i . i . i o n  o f  H e a l t h  -  ( m e d i c i n e ,  n u r . i n g ,  p , r e r . o i . . . i e n » l . ,  

n u t r i t i o n ,  e t c . ) ,  D l . i . t o n  o f  C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r .  -  ( l a n g u a g e . .



20

c u l t u r a l  . t u d t , . ,  a r t , ,  l i t e r a c y ) . O th e r  d e v c l c n m e n t  P r c b l c „ ,

, u c h  a ,  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  h o u . i n g ,  p e e r  and w a t e r - s u p p l y ,  

t r a n s p o r t ,  f u e l s ,  and c o m m u n ic a t io n  f a c i l i t i e s  c o u l d  a l s o  be 

t a c k l e d  by s i m i l a r  d i T i . i o n e  . , t b  t h e  n e e d e d  d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n p u t s .

M ost  t h o u g h t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x p e c t e d  r o l e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  u n d e r ­

d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  f a l l s  i n t o  f o u r  m„i„ c a t e g o r i e s ,  b e t . e e n  

w h ich  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e s  a r e  o f t e n  h a z y .  The f o u r  f u n c t i o n s  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  may he s e e n  a s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  co m p e te n t  l a h o u - -  

f o r c e |  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g ;  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  l e a d e r s h i p  c a d r e ;  

and s o c i a l  and  s o c i o  -  c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

Due t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  a g r e e d  upon a t  a c o n f e r e n c e  

o f  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s  on t h e  D eve lopm en t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  A f r i c a ,  j o i n t l y  

o r g a n i z e d  and co n v en e d  by t h e  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  of  UNESCO and th e  

E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  U.K.Economic  Commission f o r  A f r i c a ,  

h e l d  i n  A dd is  Ababa i n  1961 ,  i t  i s  now becoming a p a r t  o f  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A f r i c a  and e l s e w h e r e  in  

t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld ,  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u ld  be g e a r e d  t o  manpower 

n e e d s .

T r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  a lw a y s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e  •

For  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  A f r i c a ,  e d u c a t i o n  was i n f o r m a l  and im p a r t e d  by 

t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  young .  E v e r y t h i n g  th e  young were t a u g h t  

had  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  l i f e  and  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  community and t o  th e  

l i f e  t h e y  were  e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a d . The g o a l ' o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  

were  c l e a r .  S k i l l s  f o r  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  e n v i ro n m e n t  and f o r  making 

a  l i v i n g  w ere  t a u g h t .  I l l  t i e i r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and w i t h  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

k n o w le d g e  and t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  s k i l l s  t o  be 1 e a r n e d  were few, end 

c o u l d  be i m p a r t e d  t h r o u g h  i n f o r m a l  m e th o d s . T r a d i t i o n a l  A f r i c a  

d i d  n o t  h ave  open  t o  i t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  o c c u p a t i o n s  and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n s  

t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  W e s te rn  s c i e n c e  and t e c h n o l o g y  and th e  

b e g i n n i n g s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  have made a v a i l a b l e  and e s s e n t i a l .

I n  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g  t h e  young  t o  e a r n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  i s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  t e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s  

and  t h e  l i k e ,  b u t  a l l  t h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d ­

i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t  o f  i m p a r t i n g  t o  t h e  young t h e  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .
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R i c h a r d  J o l l y  (1110!)) . r i t e ,  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  economic q o e . t i o n  o f  

o o r  t i m e  i n  . h y  noice c o u n t r i e a  Kr o .  f a s t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s .  F e .  

p e r s o n s  » i t h  r e c e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  or  t h e  l e s s  d e . e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  

o f  t h e  w o r l d  d o u b t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and economic d e v e l o p ­

m e n t .  b v p o u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i s  s een  a s  a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o p -  
w o n t .

L i t e t & c y  l e v o i o  r n d  ocooo and t m i v e r s i t y  e n r o l m e n t s  a r e  now 

cowron 1 y n s e d  a s  f r t a t i . « t i c o l  m e a s u re s  o f  deve lopment*  In  d e v e lo p e d  

c o u n t r i e s , a c c o r d i n g  t o  J o l l y ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t ­

i v i t y  1ms r e s u l t e d  f rom n o t  o n ly  an e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  

and p h y s i c a l  c a p i t a l ,  b u t  from e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g .  In  

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  demands an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  an e d u c a t e d  and e n t e r p r i s i n g  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  T h i s  i n t e r e s t  

i n  e d u c a t i o n  was e m p h a s i z e d  by V a i z c y ,  ( "The Economics o f  E d u c a t i o n " ,  

1 0 6 2 ) ,  C l a r k , ( " C o a t  and Q u a l i t y  o f  P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n " , 1963) ,  and 

o t h e r s .

Some pi  o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  made by p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  

in  s ianpower p l a n n i n g  as  a t e c h n i q u e  f o r  e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  numbers o f  

<• g i t e c r s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  mus t  be t r a i n e d  i f  deve lopm en t  

i s  t o  p r o c e e d .  The aim i s  t o  a n a l y s e  th e  economic p rob lem  i n  

O p e r a t i o n a l  t e r m s ,  b o t h  on t h e  s i d e  o f  demand and s u p p l y .  Man­

power  p l a n n i n g  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  number o f  e d u c a t e d  p e r s o n s  needed  

to  a c h i e v e  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t i v e s  and w orks  back t o  th e  numbers o f  

s t u d e n t s  w h i c h  m u s t  be e n r o l l e d  t o  p ro d u c e  th e  r e q u i r e d  " f u t u r e  

s t o c k s "  •

" I t  i *  o n l y  be a q u a n t i t a t i v e  manpower a p p r o a c h  t h a t  a

make t h i s  p o s s i b l e .  ( j „ .*  , R. f ( 1 9 6 9 ) ( P x v i ) .

I .  t h i .  a e n a c » e d u c a t i o n  I,.cornea a c . U e r  o f  - i n i . U i n e  « . t .  and 

■ c a x i n i z in g  r e t u r n ,  t o  i n v o . t a u n t  o f  human r e . o u r c .  A r e a ,  o f  

c o n c e r n  . . . . e l a t e d  w i t h  t h i ,  c e n t r a l  l . e n e  a r e  t h e  employment e 
 .......   -  tth e  nuniher o f  g r a d u a t e ,  o f t e n  e x c e e d s  t h e  a b s o r p t i v e
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c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  »e  yet u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  econom y) ,  t h e  " q u a l i f i c a t i o n

s p i r a l "  - h e r .  i n c r e a s i n g l y  h i g h e r  aca d em ic  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  a r c

dem anded  a s  t h e  num ber  o f  g r a d u a t e s  g r o v e ,  a d u l t ,  rural ,  v o c a t i o n a l

and t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g ,  v a g c - s t m c t u r e s ,

and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  o f  . i n n i n g  n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  by e x t e n d i n g  
e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .

F u n d a m e n ta l  t o  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  as  we have  n o t e d ,  i s  t h e  a s s u m p t io n  

t h a t  s c h o o l  i iu \  i s  a  means t o  an end -  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  an economic 

e n d ,  a s  t h e  demand f o r  e d u c a t e d  p e r s o n s  may be f o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c i a l ,  o r  any  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  -  b u t  an end in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  " t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  s c h o o l i n g  i s  t o  become e d u c a t e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  e n jo y

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  f o r  i t s  own s a k e  ............. I n d i v i d u a l s  see

b ey o n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  i t  w i l l  b r i n g  them 

l a t e r " , w r i t e s  J o l l y ,  ( p  143)♦

( The c o n c e p t u a l  g a p s  i n  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  u s e d  in  C h a p t e r  1 and he re  

a r e  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  above q u o t a t i o n ) .

J o l l v  d o e s  n o t  a r g u e  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  T h i r d  ' 'orlet  

s h o u l d  be p r i m a r i l y  n e e d s - b a s e d ; he assumes t h i s  e.s i n e v i t a b l e .

He w r i t e s  t h a t  o n c e  t h e  demand f o r  e d u c a t i o n  t o  meet  the  needs  of  

t h e  economy h a s  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d ,  t h e  demand f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  con 

be ad d ed  t o  i t .  He d o e s  add t h a t  u s u a l l y ,  economic p r i o r i t i e s  

f o r  m an-pow cr  w i l l  e x c e e d  non -econom ic  p r i o r i t i e s  a t  t h e  h ig h e r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  and so  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

t o  bo p r o v i d e d ,  . b i l e  a t  t h e  l o v e r  l e v e l s ,  the  r e v e r s e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

t r u e ,  and s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  . i l l  be t h e  c r u c i a l  o n es .

The d e s i r e d  " s t o c k . "  o f  e d u c a t e d  p e r s o n s  con be b ased  on v h u t c v e r  

m o t i v e s  o u t e r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c a k i n g  

t h e  p o l i c y  -  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  l i t e r a t e  e l e c t o r a t e ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  o f f e r i n g  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  a l l ,  i . e .  e q u a l i t y  

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  the  s o c i a l  a d v a n t a g e ,  o f  g i v i n g  

e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a  minimum b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  e t c .

d e p e n d e n t  on a g r i c u l t u r e  . ^  148)
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v o w a u fMmmmm
„ 16 Dumont w r i t e s  a b o u t  t h e  need  f o r  r e l e v a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  u n d e r  

t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  c h a p t o r - t i t l e i  " I f  y o u r  s i s t e r  goes t o  s c h o o l ,  

y o u r  n e x t  mea l  w i l l  be y o u r  f o u n t a i n - p e n " .  (Dumont,  R . , i n  Cowan, 

O 'C o n n e l l  and  S c a n l o n  ( o d s j .  1065) .  Dumont,  among o t h e r s ,  i n s i s t s  

upon t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy i n  th e  

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y ;  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  a r u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  

g i r l s  and women, i n  t h e  more e f f i c i e n t  use  o f  l a n d .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h i s ,  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  now s e e n  a s  a  means o f  e s c a p e  from the  l a n d ,  and a means 

o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  e l i t e  c l a s s  o f  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s .

"Even i n  t h e  d e e p e s t  b u s h ,  e v e r y o n e  knows t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
w i t h  t h e  c l e a n  h a n d s  mokes a n i c e  income w i t h o u t  h a rd  work.  
A f t e r  a few y e a r n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  few a r e  w i l l i n g  to  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  s o i l  and many j o i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  the  unemployed 
i n  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s . "

E d u c a t i o n  m u s t  be r e l e v a n t  and u s e f u l ,  and t h i s  means a g r i c u l t u r a l  

t r a i n i n g .

" I t  i s  s t u p i d  t o  i n s i s t  t h a t  e x a c t l y  th e  same i n s t r u c t i o n  
m u s t  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  son  o f  a P a r i s  workman and t o  a 
D e t s i l e o  r i c e - f a r m o r  -  p e o p l e  who come from t o t a l l y
d i f f e r e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t s . "  x

( P • ' '  '

E d u c t i o n  m u s t  n o t  t r a i n  p e o p l e  . h o  o r e  " c r i p p l e d  in  their  f i n g e r . " .  

Education e m i t  be t i e d  to p r o d u c t i v e  . o r k .  T h i .  i .  n o t  .  " c u t - r o t e "  

education.  Dumont r e m i n d ,  u .  t h a t  Europe c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  f r e e ,  

u o i v e r . n l  e d u c a t i o n  u n t i l  i t  hod r e a c h e d  a  . t a g -  o f  economic d e v e l o p ­

ment t h a t  m o a t  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  hove n o t  y e t

I t  I .  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  . o r k  o f  Dumont h a .  s t r o n g l y  

influenced t h e  " s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y "  p o l i c y  o f  N y e r e r .  i n  T a o s n n i a .



Another i n f l u e n t i a l  e d u c a t io n a l i s t ,  P.H.Coombs, ( 1 0 7 3 ) ,  h a s  formulated 
a l i s t  of"minimum e s s e n t i a l  learning needs"*

( a )  P o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a rd  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  and h e l p  of  o n e ' s  
own f a m i l y  and  f o l l o v - m e n ,  tow ard  work and toward community and 
n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t j  n o t  l e a s t  o f  a l l ,  tow ard  c o n t i n u e d  l e a r n i n g  
and  t o w a r d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e t h i c a l  v a l u e s ;

( b )  F u n c t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  and num eracy ;

( c )  * s c i e n t i f i c  o u t l o o k ,  and an e l e m e n t a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  
p r o c e a jc* o f  n a t u r e ;

( d )  F u n c t i o n a l  k n o w le d g e  and s k i l l s  f o r  r a i s i n g  a f a m i l y  and 
o p e r a t i n g  a  h o u s e h o l d ;

( e )  F u n c t i o n a l  k n o w le d g e  and s k i  11s f o r  e a r n i n g  a l i v i n g ;

( f )  F u n c t i o n a l  k n o w le d g e  and s k i l l s  f o r  c i v i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

T h i s  summary r e v e a l s  a  b r o a d e r  view o f  th e  r o l e  o f  s c h o o l i n ' / ,  

e m p h a s i z i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  ec o n o m ic , and l i n k s  Coombs w i th  

e d u c a t i o n i s t s  s u c h  a s  h . A .  P u s i a  ( 1 0 6 4 ) ,  who p e r c e i v e s  e d u c a t i o n  

i n  a  f u l l e r  s e n s e .  He c o n c e d e s  t h a t  as  e d u c a t i o n  in  t h e  u n d e r ­

d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  i c  l i n k e d  t o  th e  b u i l d i n g  o f  new s o c i e t i e s ,  

t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i v i n g  o u s t  be one o f  i t s  mos t  u r g e n t

t a s k s .

" T h i s  e m p h a s i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t e n d s  t o  b e c l o u d  the  u l t i m a t e  g o a l .
T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  s e e  deve lopm en t  s o l e l y  in

r ; * : ,  ^■ a *
• o c i o t y . *  ( p go)

m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .
_ a - t h o s e  who p r o t e s t  t h a t

"l: 2
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I f  he  i s  a  11 o ! ,c l  f r e e d o m  t o  d e v e l o p  r a t i o n a l  p l e n a  f o r  
e c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e r e  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be enough 
money t o  p a y  f o r  a l l  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  anyone c o u ld  w i s h " .

( C u r i e ,  A . ,  (1073) p 7 9 ) .

What a r e  t h e  e x p e c t e d  f u n c t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  i n  te rm s  o f  s o c i a l  

g o a l s ?  I n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a new s o c i a l  o r d e r  i s  b e in g  

c r e a t e d , and  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  a r e  s e e n  as i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  

p r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  l o r  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  i n  the  

i m m e d ia te  f u t u r e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  can  be f o r e s e e n .  D usia  p o i n t s  

o u t  t h a t  e d u c a t i n g  f o r  a  new s o c i a l  o r d e r  compels a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f  e n d s .  I t  i »  e s s e n t i a l  t o  have  a s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

vhen s o  much i s  c h a n g i n g  and  t h e r e  i s  such  a f l o o d  of  new i d e a s  

and s o  much u n c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t  o l d  v a l u e s  and s t a n d a r d s .  On th e  

one hand  i s  a  s t r i v i n g  f o r  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  s c i e n c e  and t e c h n o l o g y ,  

and on t h e  o t h e r ,  f o r  a  s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y  th rough  

a c o u n t r y ' s  own c u l t u r e .  I n  t h i s  way, s o c i a l  change s e t s  v a r i o u s  

t a s k s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .

E d u c a t i o n  r a y  h a v e  a v a s t  s o c i a l  i m p a c t  i n  s p h e r e s  such as  l i t e r a c y ,  

h e a l t h  and h y g i e n e ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  and 

f u l l e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  and c i v i c  l i f e .  E d u c a t io n  need 

n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  more  f a m i l i a r ,  f o r m a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  

s c h o o l i n g ,  b u t  may be b r o a d e n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  non - fo rm al  and a d u l t  

e d u c a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  o s  r u r a l  t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e s ,  d i s t r i c t  farm 

i n . t i t u t . . ,  . o c t a l  . . I f a . o  c . c w a i t T  d e p a r t m e n t . ,  j o n l h  and

v o l u n t a r y  organ 1 . n t l o u a . v o c a t . o n a l  t r a i n i n g  «c l .oo!a ,  i n - . e r r t c e  

t r a i n i n g ,  p . r t - t i c ,  a n d  c o r r e . p o n , l a n c e  c o u r a . a ,  and u n i v e r a . t y  

e i t r n - R u r a l  department. .  Th. -c o p e  o f  n o n - f o r r . !  and a d u l t  

e d u c a t i o n  h a .  b e e n  . i d .  and v a r i e d .  1 -  t h i .  a e n . . .  oducn .on  

1 .  a c e n  a .  " a n  i n . t r u n o n t  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  h . r . o n i . u .  c . » « n .  , .

(M u s ia ,  p 6 8 ) .

t o  a c h i e v e  an  u n d e r ,  t a n , l i n g  . h o  nay

g r o u p . ,  and  t o  d e v e l o p  a c t i v e ,  r e e l  , d„ c a t i o n  i»

P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c o !  p r o c e s s  . t o  e d u c a t i o n " ,
. "Kvei yone has  a

a .  h a v i n g  a n  e g a l i t a r i a n  a .  ■ l l t 6 h t . .

s t a t e s  UNESCO's U n i v e r s a l  D c c l a
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A g a i n ,  B u a i a  s o u n d ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  n o t e  l o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  w h a t  may 

be  c a l l e d  t h e  " e d u c a t e d  man" r a t h e r  t h a n  u s e f u l  co g s  i n  t h e  

ec o n o m ic  w h e e l .  The u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  an e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  

i a  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a c e r t a i n  q u a l i t y  o f  man and a  c e r t a i n  

q u a l i t y  o f  a o c i a l  ^ i^ f e .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  s y a t v u ^ c i t i z c n s  who a r c  a b l e  t c  e x e r c i s e  t h e  d i s c r i m i n ­

a t i v e  f u n c t i o n  o f  j u d g i n g  i s s u e s  s o u n d l y  and r e s p o n s i b l y .  To do 

■Of t h e r e  m u s t  be f r e e d o m  o f  a c c e s s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s ,  and t o  

d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n  n o t  b a r r e d  by p o l i t i c a l  e x p e d i e n c e ,  

s u b s e r v i e n c e ,  f e a r  o r  i d e o l o g y .

B e s i d e s  t h e  g o a l s  o f  econom ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  and s o c i a l  harmony,  

e d u c a t i o n  may he  e x p e c t e d  t o  p l a y  a p a r t  i n  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 

c u l t u r a l  and  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  The d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  o f t e n  

s e e k  t o  r e d i s c o v e r  and  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  and 

h i s t o r y  n e g l e c t e d  u n d e r  c o l o n i a l  r u l e ,  a s  an e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  and  a s  n s i ;  n o f  t h e i r  n e w ly - f o u n d  n a t i o n h o o d .

The r i s e  o f  L'uropean n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  was a l s o  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  e m p h a s i s  on e d u c a t i o n .  Con tem porary  S o v i e t  

e d u c a t i o n  t o o ,  i s  w e l l  s p i c e d  w i t h  moral  and p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n ­

a t i o n  a im ed  a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  "New S o v i e t  Man" who w i l l  

f u r t h e r  t h e  a im s  o f  t h e  U .S .C . I I .

T h ro u g h  e d u c a t i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e s  a r e  l e a r n e d , 

m a k ing  p o s s i b l e  c o h e s i o n  be tw een  c i t i z e n s  who may have t r i b a l  

d i f f c r e n c c n ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  a s  w e l l  as  com m unica t ion  between 

n a t i o n s .  M o r e o v e r ,  e d u c a t i o n  may i n s t i l )  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  a  s e n s e  

o f  a  n a t i o n ' s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  and f u t u r e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

e d u c a t e d  man i s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  th e  " p o l i t i c a l  

f a i t h "  o f  h i s  l e a d e r s .  Viewed i n  t h e s e  t e r m s ,  e d u c a t i o n  i s

worth a l m o s t  a n y  p r i c e .

A. C u r l ,  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  n a i n t n l n ,  t h . t  t h ,  r i p o r o u . l T  p u r s u e d  . c o m m i e  

d o r e l o p m . n t  . .  o u c h ,  1 .  n o t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  « . « t  

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e e .  F o r  e new c o u n t r y  -  ond ho p o i n t ,  o u t  

t t m t  more thorn one t h i r d  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o re  ! e „  

t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r ,  o l d  -  t h e  e o t o h l i . h m e n t  o f  on i d e o l o g y ,  on 

e t h o n ,  „  woy o f  l i f e ,  » n o t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y ,  i .  a  m a t t e r  o f  p r i m a r y  

i m p o r t a n c e .  e d u c a t i o n  may he  v iewed no on i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  i n  th e  

t .nsk"  o f  c r e a t i n g  a n a t i o n .
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I t  i s  e d u c a t i o n  w h ic h  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  c a d r e ,  t h e  1 i t e r a t e  " r u l i n g  c l a s s "  o r  g r o u p .  I n  a 

h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  number o f  p e r s o n s  whose i n f l u e n c e  

s p r e a d s  beyond  t h e i r  f a c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e ;  

b u t  i n  a  d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e , t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  i n f l u e n c e  a r e  n o t  

h a r d  t o  i d e n t i f y .  Power  i s  more c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  them ,  and th e  

s c o p e  f o r  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o r  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  i s  g r c a t e x . E d u c a t i o n ,  

w h ic h  o f t e n  s e r v e s  t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e  from i t s  b a c k ­

g r o u n d ,  s h o u l d  f o s t e r  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  an i n t e r e s t  i n  p ro m o t in g  

t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  and t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  to  a d m i n i s t e r  i t s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  e f f i c i e n c y  and  ju d g m e n t .

C u r i o  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  change  to w a rd s  d e v e l o p ­

m en t  may n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  due t o  t h e  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  ol th e  l e a d e r -  

e l i t e  who,  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  do n o t  

d i r e c t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to w a rd s  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  t h ro u g h  such  m e asu re s  

us  e d u c a t i o n ,  o f  t h e  s k i l l s  and t a l e n t s  o f  t h e i r  p e o p l e  f o r  the  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .

E d u c a t i o n  m a t  c r e a t e  a  number o f  p e r s o n a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r a i n e d  and 

e d u c a t e d ,  ( i n  m ora l  t o r e  t o o ) ,  t o  be p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and t e c h n i c a l l y  

i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  and  s u f f i c i e n t l y  numerous  t o  compete v i t h  e a c h  

o t h e r  and n o t  t o  be s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  power s t r u g e l e  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  

g r o u p .  I b i s  would  p r o w id e  a s t r o n g  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  s i  a b l e  growth  

o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  and t e c h n o l o g y ,  th ro u g h  which  t h e  

l a t e n t  t a l e n t ,  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  bo d e v e l o p e d .  T h i s  c o u l d  

be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  l a y i n g  th e  b a s i s  f o r  d em ocracy .

■ E
ind education cannot be m p t
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I n  aSHP.ssing  now fo rm s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  we mu a t  n o t  l i m i t  o u r s e l v e s  

t o  t h e  p r e c o n c e p t i o n H  o f  European  o r  American academic  l i f e .  T h i s  

d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  we s h o u l d  abandon  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h , b eca u se  

w i t h o u t  i t  t h e r e  can  be no w o r t h w h i l e  b a s i s  f o r  l e a r n i n g ;  b u t  we 

m u s t  l e a r n  t o  s e e k  i t  by new means .  To remain  o b s t i n a t e l y  s t a t i c  

i n  c h a n g i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  may d i s t o r t  th e  t r u t h  which we a r e  t r y i n g  

t o  s a f e - g u a r d .

R . S . P e t e r s  ( N i b l e t t , W . U .  ( e d . )  1973) t e l l s  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  

who was c a s t i g a t e d  by t h e  M a r x i s t  f o r  t r y i n g  to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  

w o r l d  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  c h an g e  i t .  When a s k e d  what  he p r o p o s e d  t o  do 

when he had a c h i e v e d  t h e  c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y ,  th e  M a r x i s t  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

he  m i g h t  t h e n  g e t  a r o u n d  t o  t h e  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  

W6„ d o i n g   t o  w h ich  th e  p h i l o s o p h e r  r e p l i e d :  " I  g u e s s  I am

a h e a d  o f  my t i m e  t h e n ! "

r . r h a p .  V h i .  . n . c d o i e  i .  u . c f u l  i n  t h n t ,  f i r a t l j ,  i t  p o i n t ,  o u t  t h e  

• x i . t o n c e  o f  n t i n . o - . c u l o  h ,  . h i c h  p r i o r i  t i e .  bo . o i c h o d ,  »nd

. e c o n d l y .  i t  r o u f f i r m .  t h .  o v o u t n . I  o v e r - r i d i n g  v o r t h  o f  t h .  i n t r i u -
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CHAPTER I I I

E nt'C \T IU K  IN  CUP.y I a  c ,\s e - s t u d y .

Why Cuba i «  u f  p a r t i c u l n r  i n t e r r r.t l o  p Hiicm< i onul i »t  s .

The Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  e n t r a n c e d  o r  t r o u b l e d  t h e  minds o f  s c h o l a r s , 

r e f o r m e r s ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  p u b l i c i s t s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  w o r l d .  I t  h a s  done  so  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  

w h i c h  i t  o f f e r s  t o  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  o f  n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m  and c a p i t a l i s m  

i n  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld ,  and b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  r a t h e r  r e m a r k a b le  a c c o m p l i s h ­

m e n t s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  s e v e r e  o b s t a c l e s *  an American b l o c k a d e ,  th e  

e a r l y  e x o d u s  o f  i t s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and s h o r t a g e s  o f  e v e r y  k i n d .

W i th  i n c r e a s i n g  e m p h a s i s ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l i n k  the  

b u i l d i n g  o f  a  more j u s t  s o c i e t y  t o  ChS’ s v i s i o n  o f  " t h e  new man". 

E d u c a t i o n  i s  s e e n  a s  b e i n g  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h a t  

v i s i o n  and f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  C u b a ' s  s t r u g g l s  t o  overcome u n d e r d e v e l o p ­

m e n t .
"The  r a d i c a l  h a s  a p a s s i o n a t e  f a i t h  i n  th e  i n f i n i t e  

p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  o f  human n a t u r e .  He b e l iev e .?  t h a t  by 
c h a n g i n g  m a n ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t  and by p e r f e c t i n g  a t e c h n i q u e  
o f  s o u l  f o r m i n g ,  a s o c i e t y  can be w rough t  t h a t  i s  w ho l ly  
new and u n p r e c e d e n t e d . "

( E r i c  H o f f c r ,  q u o te d  i n  Eagen ,U . ,  1969) .

I n  t e n  y e a r s  Cuba h a s  s e e n  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  L e n i n i s t  p o l i t i c s ,  a g r a r i a n  

r e f o r m ,  o d u c . t i o n . l  r o o r B . n i z . U o n ,  economic  t r o n . f o r . a U o n . ,  -uvl 

i n t e r n . t i o r m l  r e . l l B n m . n t .  -  .11  d r . f t e d  . t  .  r . t .  t h . t  U . v e .

o u t s i d e r .  . .  . . 1 1  . «  Cuban ,  h e . i l d e r e d .  The m . „ n e r ,  p . e e  end

, . 1(n i t u d e  o f  t h e s e  t r o n . f o r m . t i o n .  m * .  t h e  Cubnn e . p e r i . n e .  r . d i e . l .  

I t  i .  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  . . .  Cuban and .  . . .  C ub .  t h . t  i .  

f u r  d e m e n t . , 1 ,  l i n k e d  - i t h  e d u e . t i o n .  I n  t h e  Cub^r v i e . ,  t h e r e  . . .  

be no s u c c e . n f u l  and e n d u r i n g  c h an g e  " t h . u t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  ^nd 

r e - e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Cuban . . . . . . .  A.  C . . t r o  h a .  . . i d ,

r e v o l u t i o n  i .  an  „ t ,  . o r d i n a r y  p r o . . . .  o .  e d u c a t i o n .......................

 ^ - j . A . t i o n  a r c  t h e  same t h i n g . "
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The Cuban e l i t e  i s  n o t  a l o n e  i n  g i v i n g  " t h e  making o f  c i t i z e n s "  

a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y .  Aa s t u r l c n t s  o f  p o l i t i c o  have been p o i n t i n g  o u t  

a t  l e a s t  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  P l a t o ,  a l l  v i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s tem s  

d e v e l o p  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c r e a t i n g  t h e  t y p e s  o f  c i t i z e n s  t h o u g h t  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  and g ro w th .  I n  v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  

s y s t e m s , many d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p l o y  a p a r t  i n  

c i t i z e n s h i p  t r a i n i n g ,  oniony them t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  

mass  m e d i a ,  s c h o o l s ,  p e e r  g r o u p s ,  y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r e l i g i o u s  

and  s o c i a l  c l u b s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .

The l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Cuban R e v o l u t i o n  s e e k  a new s o c i e t y ,  one o r g a n ­

i z e d  f ro m  t h e  g r o u n d  up  on p r i n c i p l e s  d i f f e r e n t  from and o f t e n  

d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  r 6 g i n c .  The s o c i a l ,  

e c o n o m ic  and p o l i t i c a l  b a s e s  o f  Cuban l i f e  have been t r a n s f o r m e d .

The p r e - C a s t r o  s y s t e m  o f  l a n d - o w n e r s h i p  i s  gone} p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  

h . »  b e o n  d e s t r o y e d |  e d u c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e s t r u c t u r e d  and n a t i o n a l i z e d ;  

t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  P a t i a l a  have  (-ivcn s a y  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c s  ol C o s tco  

and  t h e  Cuban Communist  P a r t y ;  d epende nce  on th e  t u i t e d  S t a t e s  

h a s  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by an a l l i a n c e  « i t h  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ;  

more t h a n  f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  -  i n c l u d i n g  many o f  th e  

m os t  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  -  have f l e d .  P e r h a p s  t h e  o n ly  m a jo r  h o l d - o v e r  

f ro m  t h e  o l d  o r d e r  h a s  been  C u b a ' s  economic  dependence on s u g a r ,  a 

d e p e n d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  r d g im e  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  to  break i n  th e  

e a r l y  1 9 6 0 ' s .  Pern n a t i o n s  have  e v e r  u nde rgone  such  m a s s iv e  I r o n s -

f o r m a t i o n s  i n  »o s h o r t  a  Vimo.

The d r a m a t i c  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  "Y ear  o f  K d u c a t i o n "  i n  1901 ,  b r o u g h t

s *
c a s t e  and  c l a s s .
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Cubans  r e a d i l y  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n s  have n o t  been  w i t h o u t  

t h e i r  s h o r t - c  m in i r a  and d i lemmas* However ,  C u b a ' s  commitment 

t o  c h a n g e  an l im p ro v e m e n t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  advance  which 

i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s .

A c r u c i a l  p r o b l e m  f a c i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y - m a k e r s  o f  many l e s s  

d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  t o d a y ,  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w hich  o f  the  two g e n e r a l l y  

r e c o g n i z e d  m a j o r  a s p e c t s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  t h e y  s h o u ld  s t r e r s t  economic 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  two m ig h t  seem 

t o  be m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i th  t h e  r e s u l t  

t h a t  p o l i c y - r a n k  e r a  m us t  g i v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  one a t  t h e  ex p en se  of th e  

o t h e r .  Economic  g r o w th  i s  o f t e n  t h o u g h t  t o  n e c e s s i t a t e  a  n a r r o w l y -

b a s e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a i n  a h i g h l y  t e c h n o l o g i c a l

e l i t e .  S o c i a l  j u s t i c e  would  seem t o  r e q u i r e  j u s t  t h e  r e v e r s e s  an 

e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  g e e r t d  t o  o f f e r  a t  l e a s t  a l i t t l e  g e n e r a l  e d u c ­

a t i o n  t o  t h e  many.

Cuba h a s  a t t e m p t e d ,  w i t h  some s u c c e s s ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  a b a l a n c e  between 

t h e r e  two a s p e c t s .  T h i s  f a c t  a l o n e  makes t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  e f f o r t s  

i n  t h i s  f i e l d  b o t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  Cuba i s  un ique  

i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  i n  t h a t  she  h a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a  t h i r d  g o a l  -  t h a t  o f  fo rm in g  b e t t e r  human b e i n g s  -  

w h ic h  she. i s  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n .

One d U . g r . . ,  . i t h  . . . . .  o r  .1 1  o f  C u b . ' .  p o l l . * . . .
or . t r u c t u r . ,  b u t  o n .  c . n n o t  i g n o r e  t b .  d r . n m t i c  , t e » „  t ^ . n  T 

F i d e l  C a s t r o ' .  g o e e r n n e n t  v o . a r d  d e v c l o j . n e n t .  *

t r a n s p l a n t e d  h o l u s - b o l u s .

P r e - r e v o l u t i o n  a r v .

C „ b . ' .  o c . u p . t i on opened in  n . r . n .  b e t . e e n

b e g . n  t e a c h i n g ,  c . n t u r i «  I n t e r ,  b e . o v e r ,  i n  1833,11  a.. ..4 o I e. T.P I a l*W»* w * * -  —
a n fl
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t h e r e  were  no more  t h a n  t>i x t y  s c h o o l  a on t h e  i s l a n d  w h ich ,  s i n c e  

1728 had  had  i t s  own u n i v e r s i t y .  Toward th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  19th  

c e n t u r y ,  some e f f o r t s  t o  r e f o r m  ond expand  e d u c a t i o n  were made,  

b u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t r e s  were  t h e  b r e e d i n g  g ro u n d s  o f  a n t i - S p a n i s h  

and a n t i - c o l o n i a l  s e n t i m e n t .  By 18 9 4 ,  n i n e t y  p e r  c e n t  of  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  s t i l l  r e c e i v e d  no fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n .

A f t e r  " f r e e i n g "  i t  f r o m  S p a i n  i n  1898 ,  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

C uba’ s  f i r s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l i n g ,  'ly th e  

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  o v e r  o n e - t h i r d  o f  Cubans were l i t e r a t e  and th e  

i l l i t e r a c y  r a t e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e s c e n d  g r a d u a l l y .  E d u c a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g ,  t e x t b o o k s  and 

0 t h e r  a . p e c t s  o f  e d u c t i o n  would  n o t  c o u n t e r  t o r , c a n  c o n c e p t s  end 

i n t e r e s t s .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  e l i - n  i n f l u e n c e ,  how eve r ,  p r e - r c v o l v H o n a r y  

Cuban e d u c t i o n  r e a c h e d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  l e v e l  o f  d e v e lo p m en t  by L a t i n  

A m e r ic a n  . t a n .  • d s .  The p ro b le m  . . .  t h a t  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  were

" a l i e n a t i o n "  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .

E e s s f

P o p u l a t i o n  C e n s u s ,  a b o u t  two t  ^  8 e v e n t y - t w o  p e r  c e n t

• "  r , z : t % e ' ; ; i u . .  . e r ,  ^ 0 . 0 . ,  u - i c
o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s c u i  

1971) ( p  4 7 4 ) .

T h u s ,  on t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t

•  i t h  a  l a r g e l y  p r o l e t a r i a n  l a b  ^  c , F l l i m t i „ „  o f  b o t h  t h e

p r o d u c e r s .  T h i s  f a c t  i s  centra ^  ^ . o t . o n .  Men and .omen

opportunit ies  and t h e  o b j e e  i ' e  ^  rce  o f  inC onje and with l i t t l e
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o r  no c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h n i r  h o u r s  o r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  work.  S t r i k e s  were 

i n e f f e c t i v e  n s  t h e r e  w e re  n-ony unem ployed  who would  g l a d l y  t a k e  th e  

p l a c e s  o f  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  s t r i k e r s .  The economy vu r  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by a  h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  M oreover ,  n hundred  y e a r s  

o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  s t r u g g l e ,  and d e c a d e s  o f  r a d i c a l  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z i n g  

had made Cuban w o r k e r s  a c u t e l y  aware t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  were n o t  

t h o s e  o f  t h e  Cuban and  N o r t h  A mer ican  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s .  Thus Cuban 

w o r k e r s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  had  any i n t r i n s i c  i r t e r e s t  in  e i t h e r  the  

p r o d u c t  o f  t h e i r  l a b o u r  o r  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  p r o d u c t i o n .  Cuban 

w o r k e r s  w orked  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e .

Samuel  Cowles  s t a t e s  t h e  c o r r c s p o n d a n c e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  " t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a r c  r e p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s " .  C a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t i e s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  d i v i s i o n  ol l a b o u r ,  

n e e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  g ro u p  -  t h e  f u t u r e  t e c h n i c a l  and m a n a g e r ia l  

p e r s o n n e l  -  who p l a n ,  d e c i d e  and r u l e ,  w h i l e  a much l a r g e r  group 

d e v e l o p  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  f o l l o w  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  " b o r i n g  and a l i e n a t i n g  

j o b s " .  T h i s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  i s  p a r t l y  a c c o m p l i sh e d  

i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  amounts  and t y p e s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  i o r  

d i f f e r e n t  c h i l d r e n .  T h u s ,  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  r e p l i c a t e d  i n  

t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  be tw een  e d u c a t i o n  and th e  

economy i s  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  . n  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Cuba,  fconcm ic  

s t a g n a t i o n  was  m a tc h e d  by e d u c a t i o n a l  r e t r o g r e s s i o n .  The p a y a b l e  

d . t i  ( 1 0 5 3  P o p u l a t i o n  C . n . u . )  i n d i c a t e ,  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  

. c h o c , - a g e  C u b a n ,  . h o  n e v e r  a t t e n d e d  . C o o l  a t  a „  r o . e  o ve r  t h e

m m
a v e r a g e  wa s  s i x t y - f o u r  p e r  c e n t .

q u o t e d  i n  B o w le s ,  S . ,  1 0 7 l ) .

th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was e q u a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  
C u b a ' s  eco n o m ic  d e p e n d e n c e  on . o f  t e c h n i c a l , r e s e a r c h

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
i n  h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  ■ ^  ^ o r t ,, Amer icans  -  o f t e n

and m a n a g e r i a l  f u n c t i o n s  in  t! l° , t a t e  o f  Cuban h i g h e r
c„ , . .  -  manifested i t s o l f
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e d u c a t i o n .  E n r o l l m e n t s  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  had r i a e n  d u r i n g  th e  

p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d e c a d e s ,  i n  answ er  to  t h e  n e e d s  of  t h e  Cuban 

u p p e r - m i d d l e  c l a w s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Cuba had p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  few er  

s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  1958 th a n  l e s s  d e p e n d e n t  

L o t i n  A m e r ic a n  c o u n t r i e s  a t  s i m i l a r  l e v e l s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h u s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  open t o  t h e  many,  Cuban p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  s e r v e d  t h e  f e w ,  and b e i n g  o f  low q u a l i t y ,  i t  d i d  n o t  

e ven  do t h a t  v e r y  w e l l .  Many s c h o o l  a , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  remote  

a r e a s  o r  p o o r  u r b a n  n e i g h b o u r h o o d s ,  were  i l l - e q u i p p e d .  C o r r u p t i o n  

was w i d e s p r e a d ;  p o s t s  o f f e r i n g  t e n u r e  c o u l d  be p u r c h a s e d  by " t e a c h e r s "  

who n e v e r  s e t  f o o t  i n s i d e  a c l a s i r o o m .  Huge suras were swallowed up 

i n  " a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " .  An e x - r a i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  

c o u n t r y ' s  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  a s  " a  shame . . . .  a  d a n g e ro u s  menace to  

t h e  Cuban n a t i o n " .  ( q u o t e d  i n  J o l l y ,  19C 4 . )

F u r t h e r , t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  p r e p a r e d  t h e  Cuban l a b o u r e r  f o r  h i s  

f u t u r e  " a l i e n a t i o n " :

"To he w e l l  a d j u s t e d  and c o n t e n t ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  and com muni t ies  
n e e d  a t  l e a s t  t h e  t h r e e  f o l l o w i n g  a t t r i b u t e s :  1 ) a s en s e
o f  i d e n t i t y  and w o r t h ,  an a w a re n e s s  o f  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i t h  w h a t  i s  u n i q u e  i n  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  h i s t o r y ,  and f u t u r e  
p r o s p e c t s  ol o n e s e l f  and o n e ' s  community;  2 ) t h e  p r e s e n t  
and c o n t i n u i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  to  i n f l u e n c e  e f f e c t i v e l y  both  
p e r s o n a l l y  and c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  th e  m a jo r  d e c i s i o n s  e f l e c t i n g

( G i l l e t t e , A . , 1 9 7 2 ) (p  6 ) ,

Cuban s o c i e t y  l a c k e d  a l l  t h r e e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

Cuban e d u c a t i o n  . . .  C0 - „ , . e U . 7  u n b a l a n  ed i n  t e r m ,  o f  r u r a l  and 

u r b a n  e d u c a t i o n  and  p r i m a r y  and a e c . n d a r y  M l e  . r

and t w e n t y - f o u r  . e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .
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Such s t a t i s t i e s  w e re  t y p i c a l ,  w r i t e a  Thomas.  "Cuban e d u c a t i o n  was 

a m b ig u o u s .  I n  some s e c t i o n s  cl  s o c i e t y  Cuba was a s  bad us A s i a ,  

i n  some a s  good  a s  Now Y o rk ."  (Thomas,  H . , 1 9 7 1 ) (p  1 135 ) .

The  e d u c a t i  o n a l  a i m s o f  t h e  K<-v o l u t i on

P r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Cuba r e f l e c t e d  and p e r p e t u a t e d  an 

e l i t e - b a s e d  s o c i a l  s t r u -  t u r e j  a l a b o u r  f o r c e  u n s u i t e d  t o  modern ize  

t h e  eco n o m y ; and  a s o c i e t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t ­

iv e  a l i e n a t i o n .  The R e v o l u t i o n ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  have aimed a t  

t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t .  E d u c a t io n  f i g u r e d  

p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e f o r m s  u r g e d  by F i d e l  C a s t r o ' s  

movement.  When i t  t o o k  power i n  J a n u a r y  1959,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

g o v e rn m e n t  a p p e a r e d  t o  a c c o r d  r o u g h l y  e q u a l  s t r e s s  to  two e d u c a t i o n a l  

aims} t o  make e d u c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l ,  and t o  t r a n s f o r m  

e d u c a t i o n  i n t o  a f o r c e  f o r  economic  d e v e lo p m e n t .  From 19C.1, when 

t h e  s o c i a l !  t  o r i e n t a t i o n  was made e x p l i c i t ,  ( and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a f t e r  t h e  1965  p o l i t i c a l  r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n ) , i n c r e a s i n g  em phas i s  was 

p L c . d  o= .  g o a l  t h a t  . . .  u n i q u e  in  t h e  . . . t e r n  h e u L p b e r e i  th e  

o f  e d u c a t i  on c ,  a . a y  t o  c v c r c e u ,  i n d i v i d u a l  and c o l l e c t i v e  

. H e n n t i e n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  

{lope,  t o  e . t a h l i . h  n a t i o n a l  . o v e r e t g n t j  end to  I r e e  Cub.  from 

o l d  d e p e n d e n c e  on t h e  I n i t e d  S t a t e s .

PeiTiOCrati z a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o nSsififa s  a m echan ism  t h a t  w a i n t a i  I c c i t i z e n  r e g a r d l e s s

s c h o o l s  in  "C uba  l i b r e "  would be 1 e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r -
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H e v o l u t i  on>»ry C u t a  d i f f e r ,  f rom o t h e r  l o r ,  d . T , l o p e d  c o u n t r i o ,  

u h o  a r p i r o  t o  u n i r o r a . l  e d u c a t i o n ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  l l o v o l u t i o n  . . .  n o t  

c o n t e n t  no r o l y  t o  moke t h i n  l . a . i c  huaon r i g h t  a p . . n i h i l i t y ,  i t  

n o u g h t  o l n o  t o  make i t  ,m e f f e c t i v e  r e a l i t y .  S econd ,  the  R e v o l u t i o n  

n o t  o u t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  c o u n t r y ' ,  a t t i t u d e ,  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  new 

v i e w ,  e d u c a t i o n  w a ,  n o t  . o m e lh i n , ;  t h a t  c o u ld  be t a k e n  o r  l e f t

acc o rd in g  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  d e . i r c .  I t  wan a v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  n e c e n . i t y ,
a d u t y  a 5 nmch oa n r i g h t .

The e d u c a t i o n a l  d u t y  o,  , , ns  iti n o t  Mini to d  to  l e a r n i n g .  Those 

a l r e d u j  p o y a v s a i n g  uooe e d u c a t i o n  may n o t  s i t  by p a s s i v e l y  w h i l e  

t b e r . '  i s  i. c h r o n i c  s h o r t a g e  o f  t e a c h e r s  t o  meet t h e  new demand f o r  

e d u c a t i o n .  The d o u b l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d u t i e s  i c  summed up i n  a 

1061  s 1 Of,a n  (now a d o p t e d  i n  C h i l e ) ;  " I f  you know, t e a c h ;  i f  you 
d o n ' t  know , l e a r n " .

The g o a l  o f  raam e d u c a t i o n  has  become s o m e th in g  o f  an o b s e s c i o n  i n  

Cuba .  Some may s m i l e  a t  w ha t  t h e y  see  a s  a n a i v e  f a i t h  t h a t  

e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  s a v e  C u b a ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  ( 1 1 H c h  , 1 . ,  

i n  I a Pe 11 e ,T .  J .  ( e d . )  1972) ;  b u t  one can  e a a i  1„ t h i n k  of  

o b s e s s i o n s  f a r  more d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  t h i s  ( f o r  i n s t a n c e  C uba ' s  

p r e s e n t  mi 1 i t o r y  d r i v e ) .  Through e d u c a t i o n ,  Cuba a t t e m p t e d  t o  

r e p l a c e  t h e  r i g i d  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  Cuba w i th  a c l a s s ­

l e s s  and e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t r ,  t o  e l i m i n a t e  sex ism  and r a c i s m ,  

and t o  end t h e  c i t y ' s  economic  and p o l i t i c a l  d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  the  

c o u n t r y ; 5 d e .

Kdu_r u t l  on f or  r c '  non i c g row th
A m o s t  im p o r t  an* o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was to  

ex p a n d  and u t i l i z e  f u l l y  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t i e s .

The Cuban econom y,  s t a g n a n t  f o r  t h e  h a l f  c e n t u i y  p r i o r  to  t in  

R e v o l u t i o n ,  was t o  be t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a r a p i d l y  g row ing  s y s tem  

c a p a b l e  o f  e n s u r i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  abundance  f o r  a l l .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t ­

i n g  t o  note t h a t  j u s t  a s  t h e  new governm en t  was f o r m u l a t i n g  i t s  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s ,  UNESCO's g e n e r a l  c o n f e r e n c e  (1900)  was f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  v i e w i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  f a c t o r  i n  economic d e v e l o p -  

mont i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  ncing a c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  f o r c e ,  
moved t o w a r d s  t r e a t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  as  an i n t r i n s i c  human 

r i g h t ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  a c r u c i a l  means o f  s u p p l y i n g  the  n e c t a r y  

manpower f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .
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T h ,  t o . ,  o f  economic d e v e l o p m e n t  r e q u i r e d  f i r s t l y ,  t h e  o c c , p i e c e  

o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o t . t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  impose .  r a t i o n a l  n e t  o f  

p r i o r i t i a o  on «  . y o t e m  v h i c h  had p r o v i o u o l j  eo rv e d  th e  t a . t o ,  o f  

an e l i t e .  S e c o n d ,  i t  m ean t  t h a t  t h e , ,  p r i o r i  t i e ,  r e - o r d e r e d  t h e  

k i n d , ,  l e v e l ,  and  p r o p o r t i o n ,  o f  . k i l l ,  p r o d u c e d ,  and t h e  t e a c h i n g  

c o d  t o  p r o d u c e  them .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  , t r e „  l a i d  on g i v i n g  

p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  t e c h n i c i a n ,  b o t h  t o  r e p l . e e  t h e  e x i e t i n g  

• u P l ' l y  ( v h i c h  . . .  b e i n g  r a p i d l y  r e d u c e d  by e m i g r a t i o n ) ,  and t o  

i n c r e a s e  . u b . t a n t i a l l y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  o u p p l y .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  

e c u  Id h a v e  t o  be  r e - . h a p e d  t o  t r a n s m i t  new a t t i t u d e ,  a b o u t  a c l e n ' e  

and t e c h n o l o g y .  The t e c h n i c i a n  and th e  l a b o u r e r  would he r e v e r e d .  

( F i d e l  C a s t r o *  a l a w y e r  hy t r a i n i n g ,  h a s  s c h o o le d  h i m s e l f  i n  

ag ronomy -  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a lw a y s  w i t h  happy  r e s u l t s ) .

Not j n l y  d o e s  e d u c a t i o n  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  economy v i a  t h e  f o r c e s  of  

p r  due t i o n ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  p l a y s  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n :  t h e  i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s ,  e x p e c t ­

a t i o n s ,  b e l i e f s  and modes o f  b e h a v i o u r  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  a d e q u a te  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a d u l t  work  r o l e s .  T h i s  " h id d e n "  a s p e c t  o f  s c h o o l i n g  

i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n v e y e d  n o t  by t h e  fo rm al  c u r r i c u l u m ,  b u t  by th e  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l i n g  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f .  Whether e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  o r  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  w h e th e r  r e l a t i o n s  

b e tw e e n  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  a r e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  o r  d e m o c r a t i c ,  and 

w h e t h e r  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  s t u d e n t s  and t h e i r  work a r e  a l i e n a t i n g  

o r  c r e a t i v e , a r e  a s  much i n d i c a t o r s  o f  wha t  i s  t a u g h t  i n  s c h o o l s  

a s  a r e  t e x t s  o r  f o r m a l  c u r r i c u l a .  The s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  ol Cuban 

e d u c a t i o n  w ere  t o  be t r a n s f o r m e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t ' e  new s o c i a l i s t  man 

f i t  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l a b o u r s ,  and m o t iv a t e d  to w a rd s  the  

s e r v i c e  o f  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o le .

The new man

The Cuban e i t U e n  . . .  n e t  e n l y  t o  l i v e  b e t t e r ,  he . . .  t .  be b e t t e r .  

To t h l .  e n d ,  t h e  1,e v o l u t i o n  em braced  t h e  K . r x t . t  dream o f  c r e a t i n g  

an  i n t e g r a t e d ,  u n a l i e n a t e d  human b e i n g ,  and e d u c a t i o n  . . .  t o  be 

c e n t r a l  t e  t h ,  p r o c e . s  o f  c r e a t i n g  t h i ,  n e .  . o c i . l i . t  man. I f  
t h e  a c h o o l ,  o f  t h e  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  s o c i n l i x o d  w o r k e r ,  

f . r  a  c o m p e t i t i v e ,  a l i e n a t i n g  work  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  new fo rm ,  o 

e d u c a t i o n  w o u ld  be n , c , „ . r y  t o  accompany t h e  deve lopm en t  e f  t h e

new man.
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I  H U  f t V  V M vu raise
"  Erm V A  V « A  |  V l i u

'  ,n  h , ‘ “''are “ "«• *h» “  r - .p o n . iv .  to col la f r o .  the
a u th o r i t i e s .  Such d e f in i t io n s  of the good c i t i z e n ,  rooted
thej  nr .  in behaviour, are c lear ly  eaoier to formulate than
d e f i n i t i o n ,  of the good .o c io ty ,  and provide an immediate and
f l e x i b l e  guide to ac t ion .  There are, hovever. important = o c t a n t .
l ike  cooperation,  e g . l i t . r ia n io m ,  . . o r i f i c e ,  o .rv ice ,  hard vork,
e e l f-improveinent, obedience and incorruptib i l i ty .

"We eeo  the new men ea e r i s i n p  from the huge educational 
programs that the revolution has started, from the troops 
that protect  our Fatherland arai.ist the threats and 
ARgrcsaiooa of the imperialist  .»nemj, from the heroes 
of the f ig h t  against  counter-revolutionary bandits, from 
the permanent voluntary laborers, from the women who 
march o i l  to agriculture,  from the e fforts  undertaken 
by the labor movement and the Vnion of  Young Communists 
to  incorporate thousands of workers i n t o  agricultural  
jobs".

(ed itor ia l  in Granma, quoted in 
F ag en ,  p 1 7 ) , ( 1 9 6 9 ) .

At f i r s t ,  t h e  g o a l  o f  c r e a t i n g  on u n a l i e n a t c d  new nan was more 

o f  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s l o g a n  than a w e l l - d e f i n e d  c o n c e p t .  I n  1965 

h o w e v e r , Ch£ e l a b o r a t e d  t h e  i d e a  i n  a l e t t e r  to  a Montevideo  w eek ly ,  

( q u o t e d  i n  G i l l e t t e , A . ,  p 9) ( 1 9 7 2 ) .  The new man seems t o  have 

a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  main  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s *  F i r s t l y ,  he d e s c r i b e s  the  

C u b a n ' s  n e e d  f o r  a s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  b o th  as  an i n d i v i d u a l  and 

as a member o f  s o c i e t y ,  a need  t o  b e lo n g  t o  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

an a u t h e n t i c a l l y  Cuban p r o c e s s ; a second  a t t r i b u t e  o f  th e  new 

man i s  t h a t  he w i l l  p l a y  a r o l e  i n  s h a p in g  h i s  own d e s t i n y .

U nder  c a p i t a l i s m ,  he w r i t e s ,  "man i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by a p i t i l e s s  

code  of  l a - s  w h ic h  i s  u s u a l l y  beyond h i s  c o m p re h e n s io n " ,  l e t  

a l o n e  h i n  c o n t r o l . I n  r e a c t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e n ,  t h e  goa l  

i s  t o  s h a p e  u mew man who u n d e r s t a n d s  and can t h e r e f o r e  c o n t r o l  

t h e  f o r c e s  s h a p i n g  h i s  f u t u r e ,  a s sum ing  t h a t  mechaniome of c o n t r o l  

e x i s t ,  ( a  s u b j e c t  Chf a l s o  d e a l s  w i t h ) .  T h i r d l y ,  th e  new man 

w i l l  b a r e  a  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f . r . n l  k l . d  o f  r e l a t i o n . h l r  t o  h i .  work,  

he  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  r e a l i z e  h i .  f e l l  . t a t o r o  a .  a  human b e i n g  th ro u g h  

t h e  work  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  C. , 6  w r i t . . ,  "Work w i l l  r e p r e . e n t  an 

- t l o n  o f  h i . . . I f ,  r e f l e c t i n g  h i .  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  common l i f e ,

t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  h i s  s o c i a l  d u t y " .
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Izut ion ,  th„ . O . t  „„r , .„rdl„g  . . r k  . . t l r i M . . .
. u c h  c n n o - c u t t i n g .  w .g „ - i n c , „ t l r e a  be l i ig  l U c
a l t h o u g h  r o r j  g r a d u a l l y .

> m . t  a r e  t h e  . . . .  f o r , ,  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w hich  . t t c . p t  t o  r e l i c ,  t h e ,  

t h r e  . . . i n  o b j e c t i v e  of  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  -  to  d e . o c r . t i z ,  o d u e . t i o .  

t o  o . k e  I t  .  f o r c e  f o r  . c o . o . i e  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  e d  t o  z h . p e  .  
s o c i a l i a t  man?

— af  i on -  nch i  evrmnntm and p r o b le n s

I t  m u s t  he s t a t e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t , t h a t  a l t h o u g h  Cuba i s  s i m i l a r  t o  

o t h e r  1 a t i n  A m er ic an  c o u n t r i e s  i n  many a s p e c t s ,  i n  many o t h e r s  i t  

i s  a t y p i c a l . Both  c r i t i c s  and s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  C a s t r o  reg ime 

s e e  t h e  Cuban fl» v o l u t i o n  a s  a  model f o r  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  s e e d i n g  t o  

th r o w  o f f  t h e  s h a c k l e s  o f  b a c k w a rd n e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  d epende nce .  

But many i n t e r p r e t e r s  o f  t h e  Cuban e x p e r i e n c e  o v e r - e s t i m a t e  i t s  
t r a n s f e r  v a l u e .

F i r s t l y ,  a l l  b u t  a  few Cubans spoke  S p a n i s h  as  t h e i r  m o t h e r - t o n g u e ; 

Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  n e v e r  f l o u r i s h e d  t h e r e  a s  e l s e w h e r e ;  p h y s i c a l l y ,  

Cuba i s  c o m p a c t  and h a s  a  r e a s o n a b l e  n e tw ork  o f  c om m unica t ions ;  

p o l i t i c a l l y ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  i n s u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  and p a r t l y  

b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  two s u c c e s s i v e  f o r e i g n  m a s t e r s ,  

i t  was  a n a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s t a t e ; e c o n o m i c a l l y  i t  was a l r e a d y  

r e l a t i v e l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t e rm s  o f  p e r  c a p i t a  income, i f  n o t  o f  

o q u i t a b l e  incom e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and was f a i r l y  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d .
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. . . . . . .  .  . .  ,  A V m u  a  o e  w

m m
Tbe C 0 , m t , 7 * ldC a t t r a c t i v e  p i c t u r e  t h a n  t h e
u r b a n  a r e . . .  i l l i t e r a c y ,  p o v e r t y ,  p o o r  h e a l t h  and e e . a o n . )

e u p l o y u e n t  . e r e  v i d o e p r e a d .  T he re  . . r e  few . c h . a l e ,  f e v e r  e l i n i . e  

had  r o a d . ,  im p u re  . . t e r ,  and  l i t t l e  e l e c t r i c i t y .  I f  n o t  u n d e r ­

d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  e o n a e ,  C ub .  . . .  u n e v e n ly  and i n h a r m o n i o u . l  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  m anner  c h a r a c t e r ! . t i c  o f  many o t h e r  U t i n  American 
n a t i o n s .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  f o r  w o r s e ,  th e  Cuban R e v o l u t i o n  b e a r s  

t h e  i n d e l i b l e  i m p r i n t  o f  one man -  F i d e l  C a s t r o .  Much nay be 

s a i d  a g a i n s t  h im ,  b u t  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  which have been  s a i d  i n  

p r a i s e  o f  h im a r e  t h a t  he i s  e x t r e m e l y  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  e n e r g e t i c ,  

p r o u d ,  an a s t u t e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  end a  g i f t e d  o r a t o r .  P e r h a p s  h i s  

■ o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s s e t  i s  h i s  c h a r i s m a .

" F o r  many,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  r e m a in s  i n c a r n a t e  i n  F i d e l j  
b e  i s  t h e  p r o p h e t  who l e d  h i s  p e o p le  o u t  o f  t h e  
B a t i s t i a n o  w i l d e r n e s s ,  t u r n e d  hack t h e  Yankee h o r d e s ,  
a n d  i s  now c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  p rom ised  la n d  o f  f u l l
e m p lo y m e n t  and  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  ............  C a s t r o ' s
p r e s e n c e  -  b o th  p h y s i c a l  and symbol ic  -  has  
b e e n  a  k e y  e l e m e n t  i n  a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p rograms 
u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  new Cuba" .

(Thom as,  H . ,  1972) (p  2 7 ) .

The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n t e n t  o f  Cuban e d u c a t i o n  i s  conveyed  p r i m a r i l y  

o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  and th e  f a c t o r i e s ,  a t  

l e a s t  a s  much a s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h a t  one f i n d s  t h e  deve lopm en t  

o f  a  new c o n c e p t  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

I n  n u m b e r s ,  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  seem 

i m m c n . e l y  b e n e f i c i a l .  H a l f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  age 

had  n o  e d u c a t i o n  b e f o r e  1059 .  Today t h e y  a l l  r e c e i v e  eomo t e a c h i n g
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i n s t e a d  o f  7 2 0 , 0 0 0  i „  1 0 8 8  ,  7  “ d ‘  h * l r  - i l H o n  p n p n .
5 0 , 0 0 0  p r i m a r y  . c l l00 l  “ *>H-  > « 2 ) ( p  1 1 2 7 ) .  T h e , .

1958 .  A much b i „ . r  p e r „ . „ U |$ ,  J  " e f - r ,

s c h o l a r s  t o  s e c o n d a r y  schools  th a n  ** " t s t e

o u t  o f  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e  a p p r o n r i . .  " " " *  "  *b o u t  >90,000

n e a r l y  a l l  i n f a n t s  go  to  k i n d e r  '  * i n c e  >907,

I n  1 9 6 4 - 3 ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F d u T t  "  4 5 1 1  d<17 on*»r ‘>s.
a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  o f  4 8 4  „ „ 0  ”  >na * s t

- r z —
r h e r .  r e m a i n  s e r i o u s  s h o r t a g e ,  o f  h o o k s ,  t o c h e r ,  c d  s c h o o l ­

ro o m s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  in  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Cub.  

r e m a i n ,  " o l d - f a s h i o n e d " ,  t h e r e  i s  l e a r n i n g  by r o t .  and m l . . .  

T h e re  i .  an e m p h . s i .  on p h y s i c a l  f i t n . . .  and team s p i r i t ,  and 

mi l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  p l a y ,  a  p o r t  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  f rom s e c o n d a r y  l „ . l  

U p w a rd s .  P i c t u r e s ,  s l o g a n s ,  t h e  names o f  s t a t e  f a r m s ,  a l l  t e a c h  

y o ung  Cubans t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  a s  i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  to

R e v o l u t i o n  e l . e w h c r ....................... a .  Thomas i ,  "an i m p e r i a l

e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o o k i n g - g l a s s " .

I n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  t o o ,  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  s e e *  

r e m a r k a b l e .  T h e r e  w ere  .10,000 t e c h n i c a l  s choo l  p u p i l s  and 40 ,000  

f u l l - t i m e  s t u d e n t s  i n  1069 ,  compared  w i t h  6 ,250  an 2 5 ,000  r e s p e c t ­

i v e l y  i n  1958 ,  and i f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  p l a c e s  h a s  been 

r e l a t i v e l y  s l i g h t ,  i t  i s  b e c a u s e ,  i n  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y ,  

t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  been em p h as ized  a t  the  c o s t  o f  h i s t o r i a n s ,  

p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  l a w - s t u d e n t s .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  have t o  t a k e  a  y e a r ' s  

c o u r s e  i n  d i a l e c t i c  m a t e r i a l i s m ;  spend  f i f t e e n  d a y s  a  y e a r  i n  a 

m i l i t a r y  camp; p l a y  t h e i r  p a r i ,  l i k e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  d u r i n g  the  

v a c a t i o n s ,  i n  " p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o u r " ;  and s e r v e  a  number o f  h o u - s  a  

ve e k  i n  t h e  m i l i t i a .  Most  a v a i l a b l e  t e x t b o o k s  a r e  d i r e c t  t r a n s ­

l a t i o n s  o f  R u s s i a n  t e x t s .  The t e a c h i n g  i n  some d e p a r t m e n t s  i s  

m o s t l y  done  by f i n a l  y e a r  s t u d e n t s .  U n i v e r s i t y  autonomy has  come
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t o  an  e n d ,  and  a l t h o u g h  s t u d e n t

r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i „  P l i r t , i c i r , a t e  i n  t h e

i m p o r t a n t  r e s p e c t s  t j 6d t o  t h e  n e e d s  ^  6r<) l n  a l l
d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t .  I n l 9 6 5  economj,  and n o t  to  t h e

s u s p e c t e d  o f  a  l a c k  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  f T T "  “  ° f  a11 8 t u d « n t s
C a s t r o  d e n o u n c e d  t h e  " w a l l  o f  t h  ^ ^ R e v o l u t i o n .  I n 1966

U n i v e r s i t y .  He l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  u l l  T  th e

” • "  . . . . .  i ,

Hi e  l i t e r a c y  carn|i a i » n ,  IQni .

t h e  l i t e r a c y  b r i g a d e s  was t o  l o c a t e  and to  t e a c h  th e  one q u a r t e r  

o r  so  o f  Cuban p o p u l a t i o n  which  was i l l i t e r a t e .  T h i s  o b j e c t i v e  

v a s  v i r t u a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  -  ( t h e  i l l i t e r a c y  r a t e  r e p o r t e d  a t  

t h e  end  o f  t h e  c a m p a ig n  was 3 . 9 *  ) .  Over » q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  

l i t e r a c y  t e a c h e r ,  o r  " a i p h a b e t i z a d o r , "  were drawn from t h e  schoo l  

s y s t e m  i t s e l f .  Over  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  j o i n e d  the  campaign when 

s c h o o  1 s w e re  c l o s e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  on A p r i l  1 5 t h ,  1961,  and a l m o s t  

•  11 t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  1 2 1 , 0 0 0  s p a r e - t i m e  a d u l t  v o l u n t e e r s  were m o b i l i z e d .  As 

■ o s t  o f  t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e d  in  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  th e  a l p h a -  

b e t i z a d o i s  -  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  f rom u rban  a r e a s  -  s p e n t  l o n g  

p e r i o d s  away f rom  home, o f t e n  l i v i n g  and w ork ing  w i t h  t h e  "carnp- 

e s i n o s "  whom t h e y  t a u g h t .  The campaign  e n c o u n t e r e d  o b s t a c l e s  

• u c h  a s  C . I . A .  -  f i n a n c e d  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  l o g i s t i c s  o f  

t r a n s p o r t i n g ,  f e e d i n g  and s u p e r v i s i n g  such  a l a r g e  number o f  t e a c h e r s  

who o f t e n  w o rk ed  s i n g l y  o r  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s .  A l s o ,  t r a i n i n g  was n o t  

a lw a y s  a d e q u a t e ,  and  t h e  e co n o m ics  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were  q u e s t i o n e d  

hy some; was t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  n e c e s s a r y ?  Would i t  n o t  

have  been  w i s e r  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  s e c t o r s  

t h e  i l l i t e r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n ?



• ts11 t ic i i iovod ot»hoi* j
p u p i l s  F e r o  a c t i v e l y  in v o lv ed  in  J  o b j e c t i v e . :  the
they  a t t a i n e d  the  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  and^ 0 ' '"c*t i»«al r ev o lu t io n ,  

o f  the  Cuban p e a s a n t r y ,  and in ' * h ( i t to r  understanding

i l l i t e r a c y  in  the a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n V  ^  y e o r »

3 . 9 ? ,  the i l l i t e r a c y  rate  i »  "
t h e  l o w e s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  "  A n e r i o s  and one o f

B u t  n o s e  a d u l t  l i t e r a c y  cns i .  t o  »„ T, „ . . d „„ ,

~ r - - ; : r £ . E = E : ' " ‘

l = h ~ = e ~ -
e a m e d  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  d i p l o m a s .

S c h o o l —t o — t h e~c  oun t r y

A s e c o n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s p e c t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  i .  t h e  " e . c u e l e  

•  1 campo , t h e  s c h o o l - g o e s - t o - t h c - c o u n t r y  programme. The e d u c a t i o n a l  
v a l u e  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  l a b o u r  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  been emphasized  by th e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p .  I n  p a r t  a s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  and i n  

p a r t  t o  a u g m e n t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  s u p p l y ,  e n t i r e  s c h o o l s  

*«>vc t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  f o r  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d s  t o  h a r v e s t  c r o p s  and 

o t h e r  . a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k . S c h o o l* —t o —t h e —c o u n t r y s i d e  have s i n c e

become e c h o o l s - i £ - t h e - c o u n t r y s i d e , a l l  b o a r d i n g - s c h o o l s  a t  th e  
j u n i o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  l e v e l .

C l a s s e s  a t t e n d  f o r m a l  l e s s o n s  i n  t h e  m orn ing  and work in  t h e  f i e l d s  

i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s  and  v i c e  v e r s a .  In  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  s t u d e n t s  have 

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d y  o r  t a k e  p o r t  i n  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  c i r c l e s .  

A l t e r n a t e  w e e k e n d s  a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  home v i s i t s  o r  to  s p e c i a l  programmes 

•uch  a s  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and e x c u r s i o n s .  The s t u d e n t - b o d y  i s  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  b r i g a d e e  o f  a o o u t  t h i r t y  members, and eac h  b r i g a d e  i s  

t a a i g n c d  a p l o t  o f  l a n d  f o r  w h ich  i t  h a s  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The



t e a c h e r / s u p e r v i s o r  „ r k ,  a l o „ e „ i d „ . .  ,
l e a d e r  l a  e l e c t e d  by t h e  p u p i l a .  P"P>1»,  and ,  b r i g , j e .

t o  I he  s c h o o l  a r e a s s u r e  t h e  d o u b t f u l  ^  f o r ' i en v i s i t o r s

l a b o u r - c o m p s ,  and  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  ,  " *  n o t  = h i l d -

r e e o r d s  a r e  v e i l  ab o v e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  C h i M r e ° ’ * academic

s c h o o l s ,  b e s i d e s  r e d u c i n g  t h e  d i f f e r ^  * ^ ’ " a y ,  t h e
p h y s i c a l  and  m e n t a l  work r « , »  e r ° nc ‘? i n  s t a t u s  between

» «* o eelr-eupporting.

A ssum ing  t h a t  t h o s e  s c h o o l s  i „  thp  ,  4

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i a a n c „ ^  ^  C 0n8 lde r«‘* t o  be 

be g e n e r a l i s e d .  By F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 3  ^  c e r t a i n l y

been  o p e n e d  a n d  w ere  w o r k i n g  Mar '  "  * c h o o l s  had a c t u a l l y

H i*
•  g o t  s p r e a d  f r o m  j u n i o r  h i g h  s c h o o l  t o  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .  ' 

I n t e r e s t  c i r c l e s

Not o n l y  a r e  t h e  s c h o o l s  mowed t o  t h e  w o rk p la c e  -  th e  p r o d u c t i v e  

l l f e M° f  t h e  n a t i o n  i e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  by means o f

c i r c u l o s  de  i n t e r c s " .  They a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  a r e  o r i e n t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  around  

p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Many o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  

i n t e r e s t  c i r c l e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i e l d  :k  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d o in g .  

* * °n g  t h e s e  art.. g r o u p s  w o r k i n g  on c i t r u s  f r u i t s ,  p a r a s i t o l o g y  and 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  m e c h a n i z a t i o n .  They  t h u s  make a  r c o ’ c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  and t h u s  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .

There  a r e  a l s o  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  c i r c l e s  d e a l i n g  w i th  themes 

*uch a s  d a n c e ,  t h e a t r e ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f i l m - a p p r e c i a t i o n  and p l a s t i c  

* r t s .  The main  g o a l  o f  m o s t  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  g roups  i s  t o  p u t  on 

shows i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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A s o c i e t y  w h i c h  f o r e g o e s  t h e  u s e  o f  wage i n c e n t i v e s  n eed s  an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  means  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  young  p e o p l e  t o  e n t e r  p a r t i c u l a r  

o c c u p a t i o n s .  T h u s ,  t tv,  i n t e r e s t  c i r c l e s  p r o v i d e  a means of  

i n f o r m i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  v a r i o u s  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  

w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  s t i m u l a t i n g  i n t e r e s t  in  c a r e e r s  t h a t  a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  make a  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  n a t i o n a l  deve lopm en t .

The r o l e  o f  s t u d e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s

The v a s t  and  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n  l e d  t o  r o c k e t i n g  

t e a c h e r - p u p i l  r a t i o s ,  i l l - t r a i n e d  new t e a c h e r s ,  double  s h i f t s ,  

m u l t i - l e v e l  s c h o o l r o o m s ,  and l a c k  o f  eq u ip m e n t .  P e rh a p s  i n  th e  

e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  q u a n t i t a t i v e  e x p a n s io n  was a c h ie v e d  

a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  q u a l i t y .  B u t  a u t h o r i t i e s  have i n c r e a s i n g l y  

s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  ot q u a l i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n .

To overcome t e a c h e r  s h o r t a g e s  ( w h ic h  a r e  now down t o  r e s p e c t a b l e  

l e v e l s ) ,  s t u d e n t s  w e re  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s t u d y  i n  g r o u p s ,  t h a t  i s ,  

t o  p u r s u e  c o l l e c t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d y .  The p r o c e s s  

o f  expo d i n g  k n o w l e d g e  and  com pe tenc e  was s e e n  as  a  group  e f f o r t ,  

end e l e m e n t s  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  were t o  be m in im ized .  

A l th o u g h  r e c e n t l y  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d y  has  been 

r e - e m p h a s i z e d ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  s p i r i t  i s  m a in t a i n e d  i n  t h e  m on i to rs  

programme.  Each  c l a s s  s e l e c t s  a  s t u d e n t  o r  a  group  of  s t u d e n t s  

in  e a c h  s u b j e c t  t o  h e l p  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c l a s s .  T h e i r  r o l e  i s  

I ' f i n . r i l y  i n  l e a d i n g  g r o u p  d l . c u o . i o n e ,  h e l p i n g  i n d i v i d u a l ,  vho 

were h i v i n g  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t e k i n g  c h a r g e  o f  c l a s . e .  b e i n g  t a u g h t  by 

e d u c a t i o n a l  t . l . v i . t o n ,  and  . i m l . r  a c t i v i t i e e .  T h i .  p r o g r a m ,  

h a ,  p r o v e d  oo  e f f e c t i v e  i n  d i v e r s i f y i n g  . o u r c e o  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  and 

a .  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  e . p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e  n o . i t o r . ,  t h a t  i t  . i l l  .  

c o n t i n u e d  e v e n  when t h e  t e a c h e r - e h o i  t a g e  i*

Rura l  e d u c a t i o n

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  n ^  o r t i 0 n o f  t h e  t o t a l
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  j P d e v e l o p in g

p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  i n  con r o s

c o u n t r i e s .
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p r o , i de a  b o a r d i n g  a = e c c„ „ d „ t i , „  i n  U a c . o a a i b U  a l . 7  I

i n  i s o l a t e d  m o u a t . i a  a r e a s  go t o  " t e a c h , , . .  CC I l t re l ,.

* * e k * f * ‘ *  ° r  i M t n i C M - .  « d  r e l a x a t i o n
Attempts t o  stren g th en  te a ch er .-  in c e n t iv e ,  to vorh i n  r u r a l

a r e a s  a r e  m a d e .  1 .  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g ,  the  e m p h a s i s ,  

rom e  e e g i n n . n g ,  i s  t o  work i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T r a i n i n g  t a k e ,  p l a c e  

i n  m o u n t a in  s c h o o l ,  . h e r e  t h e  to u g h  c o n d i t i o n s  harden t e a c h e r ,  t o  

d i f f i c u l t  r u r a l  l i v i n g ,  and t h r o u g h  the a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  the m ounta in .  

» i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g u e r i l l a  movement, . i n  d e d i c a t i o n  to  the  

l l e v o l u t i o n .  T e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  p u t  a c r o s s  t e a c h i n g  

m ethods  f o r  t h e  o n e - t e a c h e r  s c h o o l  . h e r e  c h i l d r e n  o f  many g r a d e ,  

a r e  i n  one  c l a s s r o o m .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  r u r a l  are  i n s t i l l e d
among t h e  s t u d e n t s .

At t h e  r i s k  of o v e r s i m p l i f y i n g  a  complex s i t u a t i o n ,  we can sey  

t h a t  t h e  m a in  t h r u s t  o f  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  seems t o  be toward e n g a g in g  

a s  nan y  c i t i z e n s  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a s  lo ng  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  

work i n  r u r a l  and  o p e n l y  a n t i - u r b a n  e n v i ro n m e n t s .  T h i s  i s ,  o f  

c o u r s e , t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  b r i g a d i e t a s  g e n e r a l i z e d  t o  o t h e r  

s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  Thus f o r  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  i s  th e  

s c h o o l s - t o - t h e - c o u n t r y s i d e  p l a n ,  which  eac h  y e a r  t a k e s  t e n s  o f  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  books and t e a c h e r s  t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  

f o r  f o r t y - f i v e  d a y s  o f  s t u d y  and work.  For  o t h e r  young p e o p l e ,  

t h e r e  i s  s e m i - p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e  on the  I s l e  o f  F i n e s  -  r e n a  ed 

t h e  I s l e  o f  Y o u th  -  w i t h  i t s  s p e c i a l  emphasis  on fo rm ing  th e  

f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t r u e  Communis ts  i n  a  s e t t i n g  o f  e q u a l i t y  and 

s a c r i f i c e ,  ( s e e  b e l o w ) . F o r  t h e  a d u l t s  o f  the  c a p i t a l ,  t h e r e  i s  

t h e  Cordfin o r  g r e e n b e l t  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y ,  a  program t o  make th e  

u r b a n  c o m p le x  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  i n  f o o d s t u f f s  by b r i n g i n g  a d j a c e n t  

l a n d s  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  Somet im es  c a l l e d  the  I . I s  of  Youth 

f o r  t h e  m i d d l e - a g e d ,  t h e  CordAn r e p r e s e n t s  the  im p le m e n ta t io n  

o f  t h e  s t r a i n  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  views a g r i c u l t u  

work a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  l i b e r a t i n g  t h e  u rb a n  masses from t h e i r  

c i t y  v a l u e s  and  b o u r g e o i s  w a y s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e .  e i s  t i e  ann 

q u o t a  o f  " v o l u n t a r y "  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  f o r  a l l ,  ( s e e  below
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and more Cuhanw t h e  i n t e g r a t e d ,  f o r m a l l y  ^ P l i a b l e  t o  more

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e l i t e  a s  c e n t r a l  t o  t | lr 0Xl,° r i e n c e  8e en  by the

Bent and  i n n t i t u t i o n a .  They  a r e  an t r a n e f o r m a t i c n  o f  govern

e d u c a t i o n  and  " l e a r n i n g  by d o i n g "  t o  t h e  ^  i n t r o d u c e  p r a c t i c a l

U n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n

1  T 1 Pr° gr*“ '  “  th'  „r th .  universitr
t h ,    .......... ...  i .  t h . t  . e h . U „ 7  work i n  u n l „ r < i t i e ,  7>

. h o u l d  be i n t . g r . t e d  . 1 t h  t h e  p r o d n c t i . e  . . t i . i t i e .  o f  t h e  . . t i e .

The d i r e c t  i c p l e o e n t . t i . n  o f  t h l ,  o b j e c t i v e  h . .  7e t  t o  be worked 

o n t ,  b u t  . p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t ,  . r e  u n d e r . . , .  S t u d e n t ,  . t u d y i n g  e c e . o n i c ,  

• I r e n d ,  s p e n d  .  c o n . i d e r . b l .  M,ou=t o ,  t im e  . t U c h e d  t o  t o .  v . r i o u .  

• i n i a t r i e s  w i t h  e c o n o m ic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  d o in g  a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  

and a t t e m p t i n g  t o  im p ro v e  p rogram m es .  S o c io l o g y  s t u d e n t s  c a r r y  o u t  

community  s t u d i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a d j u s t m e n t  to  l i f e  i n  

the new t o w n s .  Thoue i n  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  work on i r r i g ­

a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  o r  on t e r r a c i n g .  N e a r l y  e v e ry  f a c u l t y  i n  the  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H av an a  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  one deve lopment  

programme.  Even  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  th i  f a c u l t y  o f  l e t t e r s  c a r r y  

out  r u r a l  s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  needs  and a s p i r ­

a t i o n s  o f  t h e  " c a m p e s i n o a " .  T e a c h e r s  q u a l i f y  t h ro u g h  o n - t h e - j o b  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o m b in e d  w i t h  p a r t - t i m e  s t u d y .

i

As a l l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t o  be w o r k o r e ,  s o  a l l  workers  are  t o  be s t u d e n t s .  

There a r e  p l a n s  t o  s e t  up f a c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  throughout  

the i s l a n d ,  some l o c a t e d  on i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  and o t h e r  p r o d u c t i v e  

u n i t s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  the  u n i v e r s i t y  

are t o  be d e v o t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  advanced r e s e a r c h ,  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n  

in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e n s e  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  n number o f  w i d e l y  s e p a r a t e d  

u n i t s .

In  1961 i n i t i a l  m e a s u r e s  w ere  t a k e n  t o  meet  C u b a ' s  needs  f o r  

t r a i n e d  m anpow er .  New c r i t e r i a  were i n t r o d u c e d  g o v e rn in g  the  

g r a n t i n g  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p s  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  J u s t  ov»r  t w o - f i f t h s  

o f  m e c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e d  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  and 

f i g u r e  f o r  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  was one q u a r t e r .  However, on y 

t w e n t i e t h  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  law and government were a s s i s t e d ,

* h i l e  not a s in g le  philosophy s t u d e n t  r e c e i v e d  aid. As a resu lt ,  
t h e  num be r  of s t u d e n t s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  in d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  c h a n g ed  

m a r k e d l y  during t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .
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The major s h i f t  came i a the creation  
from no s t u d e n t s  b e f o r e  the Itevoluti

c a c e  o r  t e c h n o lo g y .

In  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  1DG0, f r e e d o m  i n  t

A now b o a i d  o f  

m i n o r i t y  o f  p r o - F i d e l  i s 1.a s t u d e n t s .

i n  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Havana was

and w ere  d i s m i s s ' d  by i t .  TheThe g ove rnm e n t  e n d o r s e d  the  board  of
g o v e r n o r s  a s  a  p o l i c y - m a k i n g  body and approved  a committee of  

U n i v e r s i t y  R e f o r m  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

p r o c e d u r e s  and  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  W r i t e s  H. Thomas (1 9 7 2 ) :

"The m a n n e r  i n  w h ic h  t h i s  a n c i e n t  u n i v e r s i t y  l o s t  i t s  
l i b e r t i e s  was d e p l o r a b l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  ( t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s )  
l i b e :  t i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  hud l e d  t o  o f t e n  t o  l i c e n c e ,  i t s  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a b r i c  was so  r o t t e n  w i th  p o l i t i c s  and 
g a n g - w a r i  a r e , t h a t  r e r e  r e f o r m  c o u l d  a r g u a b l y  n e v e r  
h a v e  a l t e r e d  t h o  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m "

U n i v e r s i t y  a  t e r r i b l e  nam e.

In  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were  M a r x i e t - L e n i n i s t  i n  b i a s  by the  

• p r i o g  o f  1061 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  was l a t e r  to  be h a r n e s s e d  t o  the  

needs  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y .  M a t t e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  a r t s  

c o u r s e s  w e re  i n  t h e  a i r .  Heads o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  were a l l  s a f e  

R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  S t u d e n t s  were  f a r  more s t r i c t l y  d i s c i p l i n e d

than  e v e r  b e f o r e .  A t t e n d a n c e  a t  l e c t u r e s  was v i r t u a l l y  compuls r y ,  

l e n g t h  o f  h a i r ,  t i g h t n e s s  o f  t r o u s e r s  and l e n g t h s  o f  s k i r t s  were 

s t r i c t l y  r e g u l a t e d .  T h o s e  who d i d  n o t  w is h  to  j o i n  the  m i l i t i a  

* e r e  i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

(p 1287).

The c o r r u p t i o n  and  i n e f f i c i e n c y  o f  many t e a c h e r s  had g iven  the
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T e c h n o l o R i c a l  i n a t i i u t o M

lle. , r i Cn t a t i o n  d i d  n o t  f o = „ ,  „ U , 7  „» h l g h c r  „„„„  ^
     o i  11 H r* V A 1 fi n  i  n  tr  t ' zxi • ^ .. . % , * ^uuuuv ion ,  aa o f t e n

: r : r  ; : r r
t e r m i n a l  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  f i e l d *

1 0 8  I 8 0  “ s t o  meet  m id d le -  
1 , M 1 manpower r » , , u , r , m , „ t a ) ,  r e c e i r a d  M l  r ec « g n i t i „ n i „  Cuba

I „  t h e  f i r e t  n i n e  , . „ r ,  o f  t h e  l l e r o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  were t r e a t e d .

23 t e c h n o l o p , e a l  . c h o o l ,  t o  t r a i n  . h i l l e d  w o r h e r . ,  1 3  t e c h n o l -

o p i c a l  i n . t i t u t e .  t o  t r a i n  m i d d l e - l e v e l  t e c h n i c i a n ,  f o r  i n d u e t r j ,

2 1  t e c h n o l o p i c a l  i n . t i t u t e .  t o  t r a i n  m i d d l e - l e v e l  t e c h n i c i a n ,  f o r

a g r i c u l t u r e  and  a n i m a l  h u . b n n d r j r ,  and . p e c i . l i . e d  j u n i o r  and . e n i o r

h igh  s c h o o l s  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f i s h i n g .

Much a t t e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p a i d  t o  making a s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  Cuban.  More n a r ro w ly  c o n c e iv e d ,  t h i s  i s  

seen  a s  a  k i n d  o f  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  th e  t e a c h i n g  o f  s k i l l s  

needed t o  r u n  a  more m odern  and dynamic economy. The s c i e n t i f i c  

a t t i t u d -  i m p l i e d  an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  the  p a r t  s c i e n c e  and te chno logy  

p loy  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s .  "What p o r t  can the 

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e  man, t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  i l l i t e r a t e  man, 

p o s s i b l y  h a v e  i n  t h e  com m uni ty  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ? ” C a s t i o  has  asked 

on many o c c a s i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  n o t i o n  of  Communist man 

as  a t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  and s e n s i t i v e  man i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

b e in g  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  moral  i n c e n t i v e s .

In  t h e  more m o d e rn  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  the  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  

i n t e g r a t i n g  work  w i t h  l i f e ,  f o r  d e r i v i n g  p e - s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

from c o n f r o n t i n g  p r o b l e m s  and b r i n g i n g  knowledge to  bear on t h e i r  

s o l u t i o n s ,  w i l l  be  i n c r e a s e d .  The d i s t i n c t i o n s  between manual 

and i n t e l l e c t u a l  work  w i l l  become b l u r r e d ,  and both  <‘o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  

and f o r  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t«.e s e p a r a t i o n  between e d u c a t i o n  and 

p r o d u c t i o n  w i l l  bo b r i d g e d .  T e c h n o lo g y  w i l l  n o t  on ly  l e a d  to  

abundance  o f  m a t e r i a l  g o o d s , b u t  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to  e ' 6  

a l l i n a t i o n  * /  e n a b l i n g  more men t o  work a t  c a l l i n g s  i n s t e a d  

job , , .
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i c c h n i c a l  s i i v l c n ' t s ' work  i s  by no means e x c l u s i v e l y  c o n c e rn e d  

w i t h  t e c h n o l o g y  o r  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o d u c e  p e o p l e  o f  n a r ro w  com pe tence ,  

i f t i i l e  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e i r  s t u d y  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on th e  s p e c i a l i t y ,  

t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  which  i n c l u d e s  

b o t h  t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  p r e - v o c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  and S p a n i s h ,  

p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  end  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s t u d i e s  ( h i s t o r y ,  c i v i c s  

and  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s ) . The s h o r t a g e  o f  eq u ip m e n t  t h a t  may have 

b e e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  seems t o  be w e l l  

ol t h e  way t o  s o l u t i o n .

Cuba h a s  made no d e t a i l e d  p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  manpower n e e d s .  There  

i s  a  h i g h l y  f l e x i b l e  a p p r o a c h ,  and a s  t h e r e  a r e  s h o r t a g e s  i n  a l m o s t  

a l l  t e c h n i c a l  a r e a s ,  e d u c a t i o n  does  n o t  seem t o  be anywhere n e a r  

o v e r - p r o d u c i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a b s o r p t i v e  c a p a c i t y  o f  th e  economy. 

The p e o p l "  do g e n e r a l l y  seem t o  g e t  j o b s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  t h e  k i n d  and 

l e v e l  o f  s k i l l  t h a t  t h e y  p o s s e s s .

A d u l t  odi ic a t i  on

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  l i t e r a c y  and f o l l o w - u p  c a m p a ig n s ,  t h e r e  were 

w o r k e r - f a r m e r  im p ro v e m e n t  c o u r s e s  t o  e n a b l e  t h o s e  w i t h  a t h i r d -  

g r a d e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  up t o  t h e  s i x t h  g r a d e .  Cos t-1  r e e ,  

p a r t - t i m e  s t u d y  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  l o c a t e d  a t  p l a c e s  o f  w ork ,  make i t  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  w o r k i n g  p e r s o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l  and  i n t o  u n i v e r s i t y .  A rough  a v e r a g e  o f  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  

w o r k e r s  and  e m p lo y e e s  a r e  e ngage d  i n  t h i s  k i n d  of  p a r a l l e l  

e d u c a t i o n .

More e p e c i  f i c e l  l y  l i n k e d  t o  t e c h n i c a l  t r e i n i n c  o r e  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  

c o u r s e ,  o r g u n i z e d  c h i e f l y  i n  f a c t o r i e s ,  g i v i n g  b o th  t h c o r e t i c n l  

end  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  w o r k e r ,  on t h e  J o b .  O m t h i r d  of  C u b a ' s  

I n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r ,  w e re  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e s e  c o u r s e ,  a t  one p o i n t .  

A l o n g s i d e  t h o s e  m a j o r  p rogram m e,  were  many o t h e r  c o u r s e ,  t a i l o r e d  

t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  s m a l l  g r o u p ,  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s .  F e o p l o ' s  schoo  « 

c a t e r e d  f o r  s m a l l  c r a f t s m e n  ( e . g .  h o c m a k e r s ) ,  whoso t r a d e .  w « r .  

b e i n g  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d ,  and c r a s h  s e m i n a r ,  were  h o l d  i n  s u g a r - m z l l .  

and o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t o  t e a c h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to  w o r k e r ,  and 

e m p l o y e e ,  who s u d d e n l y  found  t h e m s e l v e s  r u n n in g  t h e  f i r m s  where 

t h e y  had  w o r k e d .  A.  m an ,  s t u d e n t ,  had t o  be r e a c h e d  a ,  , . s s .  1«.
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S c h e d u l i n g  was d e s i g n e d  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  s e a s o n a l  f r e e - t i m e  of  
p e o p l e  l i k e  f a r m s e r s .

I t  i a  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  w i t h  any p r e c i s i o n  t h e  im p a c t  o f  s-u a 

o u t - o f - s c h o o l  p rog ram m es ,  b u t  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e d  

g r e a t l y  t o  a v o i d i n g  d i s a s t e r  i n  t h e  m i d - s i x t i e s .

A n o t h e r  c o n c r e t e  t y p e  o f  n o n - f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  t h e  

" P e o p l e ' s  C u l t u r a l  G r o u p s " .  These  new i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  which  a r e  

b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Cuban towns  and c i t i e s ,  a r o s e  f rom t h e  n eed  

t o  s t i m u l a t e  and  s a t i s f y  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  n e e d s  o f  c i t i z e n s  end 

t o  e n c o u r a g e  s e l f - e d u c a t i o n .  The programme i s  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  

members o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  and d e b a t e s ,  l e c t u r e s  and. c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  

t a k e  p l a c e .  When e a c h  c y c l e  o f  w eek ly  o r  m on th ly  s e s s i o n s  i s  

f i n i s h e d ,  some a r t i s t i c  o r  c u l t u r a l  e v e n t  i s  h e l d ,  a t  which  c e r t i f ­

i c a t e s  o f  c r e d i t  a r e  aw arded  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r s e .  A c c o rd in g  

t o  R . F . P e r e z , ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  a  Cuban w r i t e r ,  " t h e s e  new i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

w h ic h  c o n s t i t u t e  1 t r u e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e * , have  found 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c h a n n e l l i n g  t h e  human r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  can  be drawn 

u p o n  t o  make a  c u l t u r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  any community.  However,  

t h i s  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  a c t i v i t y  o f  n o n - s y s t e m a t i c  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  

c e r t a i n l y  d e v e l o p  f u r t h e r " .

The I s l e  o f  Y ou th

The I s l e  o f  P i n e s  was i n  1966 renamed t h e  I s l e  o f  Youth  , and 

became t h e  c e n t r e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  c a r r i e d  o u t  

w i t h o u t  p a y  and  w i t h o u t  e x p e n s e s  by an e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  number of  

Cubans  f ro m  t h e  age o f  t w e l v e  t o  t w e n t y - s e v e n .  The i s l a n d  i s  

s e p a r a t e d  f ro m  t h e  main i s l a n d  by a b o u t  t h i r t y  m i l e s .  At v a r i o u s  

t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  i s l a n d  was a  haven f o r  

p i r a t e s  and  e s c a p e d  p r i s o n e r s ,  l a t e r  becoming t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  

s o - c a l l e d  "model  p r i s o n " ,  a  g roup  o f  a u s t e r e ,  c i r c u l a r  c o n c r e t e  

b u i l d  n g s  u s e d  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  5 0 ' s  and e a r l y  6 0 ' s f o r  b o th

common and  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s .  ( I t  was h e r e  t h a t  C a s t r o  and 

h i s  c o m p a n i o n s  were  h e l d  a f t e r  t h e i r  a b o r t i v e  a t t a c k  on th e  
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D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Government ,  l i t t l e  

c h a n g e d  on t h e  I s l e  o f  P i n e s .  I t  r e m a in e d  a  p l a c e  o f  d e t e n t i o n ,  

t h i n  t i m e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  C a s t r o  r e g im e .  I t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a s  many a s  1 5 ,0 0 0  men were  h e l d  on t h e  i s l a n d  

d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - 1 9 0 0 ' s ,  t h e  p e a k  y e a r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  im p r i s o n m e n t .  

T o d a y ,  a l l  t h e  p r i s o n  camps have  been  c l o s e d  o r  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  

s c h o o l s .  T h e i r  i n m a t e s  have  e i t h e r  been  " r e h a b i l i t a t e d "  o r  t a k e n  
t o  camps on t h e  main i s l a n d .

I n  one ol t h e  m os t  a u d a c i o u s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i m e n t s  o f  t h e  C a s t r o  g o v e rn m e n t ,  i n  1966,  th e  f i r s t  c o n t i n g e n t  

o f  y o u n g  Cubans  s t a r t e d  a r r i v i n g  on t h e  i s l a n d .  Some came t o  l i v e  

and  work f o r  o n l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d s ;  o t h e r s  p l e d g e d  t o  rem a in  on the  

i s l a n d  f o r  two y e a r s , t h i s  p l e d g e  b e i n g  m o r a l l y  b i n d i n g  r a t h e r  

t h a n  f o r m a l l y  s o .  A p h i l o s o p h y  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  f o r m a t i o n  

was  a r t i c u l a t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  and p rom ote  t h e  v e n t u r e .  I t  i s  f e l t  

t h a t  on t h i s  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d ,  s c a r c e l y  d e v e l o p e d  and p o o r l y  

endowed i s l a n d , a  new b r e e d  o f  young  Cuban,  a  t r u e  Communist you th  

w i l l  be f o r m e d .  Away f rom t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c i t y  l i f e  and t h e  

o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  and u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  t h e s e  

Cubans  w i l l  become t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t r u l y  "new men".  The 

S p a r t a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  I s l e  o f  Youth w i l l  t e n c h  them t h e  meaning 

o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  s e l f l e s s n e s s  and d i s c i p l i n e  in  h a r d  

w o r k .  I t  i s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s —t o - t h e - c o u n t r y s i d e "  

movement c a r r i e d  t o  i t s  l o g i c a l  e x t r e m e .  The i s l a n d ' s  p r e ­

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  1 0 , 0 0 0  h a s  now s w o l l e n  t o  

a b o u t  4 0 , 0 0 0 ,  and t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d  a r e  

e x t r e m e l y  a m b i t i o u s .

A t  t h e  encam pm en ts  f o r  y o u n g e r  p e o p l e ,  s c h o o l i n g  i s  combined 

w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w ork .  C l a s s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  s p o r t s  and d r i l l  

t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  The s c h o o l  encampments a r e  u s u a l l y  

o f  a  v o c a t i o n a l  s o r t .  As on t h e  main i s l a n d ,  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  have 

a  d e c i d e d l y  m i l i t a r y  c a s t ,  and a r e  run  by a s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  of  

t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  Armed F o r c e s .  The i n t e r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  th e  

s c h o o l s  r e s e m b l e s  t h a t  o f  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g ,  and th e  male  s t u d e n t s  

can  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  o b l i g a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e y  work and s t u d y .



63

T h e r e  i e  a l e o  a  s p e c i a l  s c h o o l  encampment f o r  what  t h e  Cubans 

c a l l  p r e d e l i n q u e n t  b o y s ,  w here  t h e y  a r e  " r e h a b i l i t a t e d "  and made 

i n t o " u s e f u l  c i t i z e n s " .  The d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  camp e x p r e s s

u n q u a l i f i e d  o p t i m i s m  t h a t  h e r e  on t h e  I s l e  o f  Y ou th ,  even  t h e s e
y o u n g s t e r s  c a n  be t r a n s f o r m e d .

The C o r r m i t t e e s  f o r  t h e  D efence  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  ( CPU)

I n  S e p t e m b e r  19G0, I - id e l  C a s t r o  f o r m a l l y  l a unched  t h e  Committees  

f o r  t h e  D e f e n c e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  These formed a sy s t e m  o f  
" c o l l e c t i v e  v i g i l a n c e "  so  t h a t :

" e v e r y b o d y  w i l l  know e v e ry b o d y  e l s e  on h i s  b l o c k ,  what  
t h e y  d o ,  w h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e y  had w i t h  th e  t y r a n n y ,
( t h e  R a t i s t a  g o v e r n m e n t ) , w h a t  th e y  b e l i e v e  i n ,  what  
p e o p l e  t h e y  m e e t ,  w ha t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n .
When t h e  m a s s e s  a r e  o r g a n i z e d , t h e r e  i s n ' t  a  s i n g l e  
i m p e r i a l i s t  who '•an o p e r a t e . "

( F i d e l  C a s t r o ' s  s p eech  from th e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  P a l a c e ,  19(51)

I n  a  mass  m e e t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Government» 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o a t h  f o r c e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  document " r a t i f i e d "  by 

t h e  a u d i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  a s s e m b l y :

"We s w e a r  t o  i n c r e a s e  o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i g i l a n c e  a t  work ,  
a t  home a n d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n c o v e r  c o u n t e r ­
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n s p i r a t o r s ,  s a b o t e u r s  and p r o p a g a n d i s t s  
o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  and t h e  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t o  s i l e n c e  
th em  r  t u r n  them o v e r  to  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s .

(F a g e n ,  R , , 1969,  p"0)

The CDR w e re  t o  be b l o c k  o r  n e i g h b o u rh o o d  com m it tees  t h a t  would 

draw t h e i r  m e m b e r s h ip  f rom  and e x e r c i s e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o v e r  g iv e n  

r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s .  CDR w ere  a l s o  formed i n  f a c t o r i e s ,  s t o r e s ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  and s c h o o l s .  I f  C a s t r o ' s  f i g u r e ,  a r e  t o  

k .  t a k e n  . »  c o r r e c t ,  . i t h i n  one j e o r ,  .  m e .  o r g o n i r n t i o n  e f  

. e l l  o v e r  one  . t l l i o n  member ,  h . d  b e e n  c r e a t e d  In  n c o u n t r y  

o n l y  s e v e n  m i l l i o n  i n h a b i t a n t s .

:  - — " " "



a n d  p r o g r a m m e s ,  and  t o  p r o t e c t  b o t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l  and th e  a o c i a l  

r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

t h e  CDR w ere  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a l l  Cubans o f  f i f t e e n  o r  o l d e r  

who w e r e  d i s p o s e d  t o  work f o r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  Of c o u r s e  t h e r e  was 

no  room i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  " e n e m ie s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  p a r a s i t e s ,  
e x p l o i t e r s ,  and t h o s e  who d o n ’ t  w o r k . "

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of i n s t r u m e n t a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c i t i z e n ­

s h i p  was u n d e r l i n e d  i n  a  n e w s p r p e r  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t t m  t o  honour  t h e  
s i x t h ,  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  CDR:

" T h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  w o r k in g  f o r c e  (CDR), o r i e n t e d  and d i r e c t e d  
t o w a r d  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t a s k s  -  i n  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e ,  mass e d u c a t i o n  and p u b l i c  h e a l t h  -  no do u b t  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a form o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  w i l l  be 
u s e f u l  f o r  d o i n g  p r e s s i n g  and immedia te  j o b s ,  b u t  a l s o  w i l l  
e i d  d e c i s i v e l y  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  new c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i e n c e  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  "

I d e a l l y ,  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e  p l a y s  i t s  e d u c a t i v e  r o l e  i n  b r i n g i n g  

t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h o s e  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  work f o r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  and 

p r o v i d e s  them  w i t h  im m e d ia te  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e r v i n g  t h e  l o c a l  

com m un i ty  w h ic h  i s  s e e n  as  c o n t r i b u t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  

g o a l  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n .  The fu n d a m e n ta l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

o f  t h e  CDR was  *9 be t h e  g r e a t  " t e a c h e r "  o f  t h e  Cuban p e o p l e .

The C o m m i t t e e s  a r c  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n  an e x t e n s i v e ,  more n a r r o w ly  

d e f i n e d  programme o f  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  r e f e r s  to  fo rmal 

o r  s e m i —f o r m a l  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  b a s i c s  o f  M a r x i s t —

L e n i n i s t  t h o u g h t  and t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  u n d e r p i n n i n g s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

p o l i c i e s .  A t  f i r s t ,  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  to o k  th e  form o f  w eek ly  

n e i g h b o u r h o o d  m e e t i n g s  o r  s e m i n a r s ,  i n  which key s p e e c h e s  o f  the  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  were  d i s c u s s e d ,  governm en ta l  programmes and 

p o l i c i e s  e x p l a i n e d ,  and  t h e  c i v i c  t r a i n i n g  manual o f  t h e  Rebel Army 

was s t u d i e d .  The s e m i n a r s  e v o l v e d  i n t o  s t u d y  c i r c l e s  l e d  by 

s c a r c e l y  t r a i n e d  l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e  members.  More i n t e n s i v e  s e m i n a r s  

met t h r e e  e v e n i n g s  a  week f o r  t h r e e  months u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n ce  

o f  members who had  s l i g h t l y  more b ack g ro u n d  th a n  t h e  o t h e r s .

Of coursei the CD,, . y . t e .  l e f t  the p .th  . i d ,  t .  corruption end
ueo f „  pereon .l « . i . ,  but h ec .u .e  of i t .  c o p i .U r y - . t h ,  o rg a n U .t i .n  
throughout the n otion , invoicing  o l - o . t  the entire p o p u l .t lo .  of
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Cuba i n  aome f a s h i o n ,  t h o  CDR a p p e a r e d  t o  be an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

arm o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  was t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ’ s most  e f f e c t i v e  way o f

r e a c h i n g  q u i c k l y  i n t o  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p u r p o s e s .

" H e r o i  c V i e t n am"

The " J o r n a d a  do G i r 6 n"  i s  an a n n u a l  p e r i o d  o f  n a t i o n a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  

com m em ora t ing  t h e  d e f e a t  i n  1961 o f  t h e  i n v a d i n g  e x i l e  f o r c e s  a t  

t h e  bay  o f  T i g s ,  o r  P l a y a  G i r 6 n .  D u r in g  t h e  t h i r t y - d a y  p e r i o d ,  t e n s  

o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c i t y - d w e l l e r s  a r e  m o b i l i z e d  t o  go t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

t o  V u .*  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c  Those  a l r e a d y  w o rk in g  in  

a g i  i c u l t u r e  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  d e d i c a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  making some 

e x t r a  e f f o r t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  Only s k e l e t o n  

c r e w s  a r e  l e f t  i n  Havana t o  man th o  b u r e a u c r a t i c  a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e .

The  m o b i l i s a t i o n  h a s  two p u r p o s e s ;  f i r s  l y ,  i t  i s  a  l e a r n i n g  and 

f o r m a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h o s e  who p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c o n f r o n t i n g  some 

o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  r u r a l  l i f e ;  and s e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  c o n t r i ­

b u t i o n  made t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e f f o r t  by t h i s  a r r i v a l  o f  

u r b a n  w o r k e r s .

The encampment  o f  t h e  Cuban M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  i s  known 

e s  " H e r o i c  V i e t n a m " .  While some e ; . t  r o n e ,  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  

m i n i s t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  women, do e e a s i e r  work o f  c l e a n i n g ,  

w e e d i n g  and f e r t i l i z i n g  t h e  f i e l d s  by hand .  N e i t h e r  d r e s s  n o r  

p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  n o r  rhy thm s  o f  work e n a b l e  one t o  guess  " h a t  

j o b  a  p e r s o n  m i g h t  h a v e  i n  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  the  y e a r .

H e re  a l l  w e a r  b o o t s ,  rough  o l i v e  o r  b lu e  p a n t s ,  l o n g - s l e e v e d  denim 

s h i r t s ,  and  u s u a l l y  a  p e a s a n t ' s  b road-b r im m ed  h a t .

Tho School, of Ki-voIutloni\rT Instruction (laR)

Th. S c h o o l ,  o f  Revolutionary Instruction were  founded i n  th e

l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1960 .  From t h e i r  founding t o  t h e i r  t e r m i n a t i o n  i n

1967 ,  t h e y  h a d  o n ,  f u n d . m o u t . l  p u r p o . . .  " t h e  i d e o l o g i c !  f o r m a t i o n

o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and  t h . n ,  by mean ,  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  formation of t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "  ( C a s t r o ,  1 9 6 1 , .

T v .  hey  a sp e c t ,  of tho operation of the echool. remained uncranged 
from t h .  beginning, f i r s t l y ,  ideo log ica l formation in the MR
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f t lwaya m e an t  t r a i n i n g  u n d e r  t h e  p h i l o a o p l i  " a l  u m b r e l l a  o f  Marxism- 

L e n i n i s m  a s  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  was u n d e r s t o o d  . v t h e  Cuban l e a d e r s h i p .  

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  were  n e v e r  " p u b l i c "  or  open .  By one method 

o r  a n o t h e r ,  a  p e r s o n  was c h o s e n  o r  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  El It. 

S e l e c t i o n  was i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  th e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and c r i t e r i a  f o r  

m e m b ers h ip  w ere  i n t e n d e d  t o  be t h o s e  t h a t  would b e n e f i t  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  

n o t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  The need  was n o t  j u s t  f o r  an expande d  programme 

o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  

i n  a  r e v o l u t i o n  g o i n g  M a r x i s t  w i t h  n e i t h e r  a  p a r t y  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  

c a d r e s  n o r  a  r i c h  i n d i g e n o u s  M a r x i s t  t r a d i t i o n  t o  draw on .

The s c h o o l e  b e g a n  m o d e s t l y .  I n  J a n u a r y  19G1, tw e lv e  p r o v i n c i a l  

s c h o o l s ,  a l l  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s ,  were  opened  w i t h  more t h a n  700 s t u d e n t s  

e n r o l l e d  f o r  t h r e e - m o n t h  and s i x - m o n t h  c o u r s e s .  The s c h o o l s  were  

p l a g u e d  w i t h  many p r o b l e m s ;  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

was  v e r y  low -  n o m in e e s  had o n ly  t o  be a b l e  t o  r e a d  and w r i t e ;  

t h e  t e a c h e r s  w e re  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t h a n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  -  

h u n d r e d s  o f  t e a c h e r s  were  o n l y  r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  and  t h e y  had  to  t e a c h  what  C a s t r o  has  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  

" t h e  m o s t  c o m p lex  s c i e  c e " ;  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  from w hich  one m igh t  

t e a c h  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  a  p o o r l y  e d u c a t e d  s t u d e n t -  

body  w e re  i n  v e r y  s h o r t  s u p p l y  -  ( e x a m p le s  of  s u c h  t e x t s  were 

some o f  C a s t r o ’ s  s p e e c h e s ) .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  was n o t  c l e a r  a s  t o  whom 

t h e  s c h o o l s  w ere  f o r .  E r r o r s  o f  " i n a d e q u a t e  s e l e c t i o n "  p l a g u e d  th e  

EIR i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  s t a g e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  many o f  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  

w ere  g i v e n  i m p r e s s i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  They became i n s t a n t  l e a d i n g  c a d r e s ,  

e x a m p l e s  o f  a  c a r e e r  p a t t e r n  t h a t  ( a s  i t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  became 

n e c e s s a r y  t o  p o i n t  o u t )  c o u l d  n o t  be f o l l o w e d  by l a t e r  g r a d u a t e s

o f  t h e  s c h o o l s .

The e y e t c m  e x p e n d e d  t a  i n c l u d e  b n . i c ,  p r e v i n c i . l  u , d ,  . t  i t .  h i g h e s t  

l e v e l i  n a t i o n a l  . c h . e l . .  H a . i c  - " e e l .  . e r e  o f t e n  t i e d  t o  l a r g e  

f a c t o r i e s ,  . u g . r  c e n t r a l , ,  p e o p l e ' ,  f a r m . ,  and a d . i n i . t r . t i e .  o 

T h e ,  . e r e  e i t h e r  f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e  h o a r d i n g  . c h . o l .  . h e r .  t h e  

. i n d e n t ,  . p e n t  e i g h t  h o u r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  and e - " 1” ^  ^  
. . . k i n g  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a t  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  j o h e .  The c o u r . e  o f  . t u d .

. . . . j  r —- — r r .v ♦ vr— f i vo t o  s i x t y  days .
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I n  19G3, t h e  l e n g t h s  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  were  - e x te n d e d :  b a s i c  s c h o o l s

t o  f i v e  m o n t h s ,  p r o v i n c i a l  s c h o o l s  t o  n i n e  m on ths ,  and t h e  n a t i o n a l  

s c h o o l s  t o  t e n  o r  e i g h t  .-en m o n th s .  The p r im a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  

e x p a n d e d  c o u r s e  s c h e d u l e  was t o  a l l o w  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  w ha t  

l a t e r  came to  be c a l l e d  t h e  " p o l i t i c a l - t e c h n i c a l  c y c l e " .  1963 was 

t h e  " y e a r  o f  t h e  g r e a t  economic  r e t h i n k i n g " .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p ­

m en t  was s e e n  a s  t h e  key  t o  Cuba'  : im m edia te  economic f u t u r e ,  and 

i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  by means o f  t e c h n o l o g y  was t h e  key  t o  a g r i c u l ­

t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h i s  p o l i c y  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  programmes o f  

t h e  LIU. ‘ he s c h o o l s  had t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  " c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  the  

t e c h n i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n " .  An i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  M arx ism -Len in ism  would 

h e n c e f o r t h  form o n l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  An u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  Cuban economic  r e a l i t i e s ,  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y ,  

and  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  the  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  
w o u ld  a l s o  be r e q u i r e d .

H o w e v e r , i n  1967 ,  t h e  e n d l e s s  d e b a t e  abou t  the  p ro b le m s  and s h o r t ­

c o m in g s  o f  t h e  LI It was e n d e d .  The e n t i r e  EIR s y s t e m  was g r a d u a l l y  

p h a s e d  o u t .  Fiy 1968 ,  t h e  l a s t  LIU had been c l o s e d . I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  p r o b l e m s  m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r ,  C a s t r o  showed h i s  d i s s a t i s f a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  one can  l e a r n  t o  a c t  in  a t r u l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

f a s h i o n  s i m p l y  by s t u d y i n g  M arx ism -L e n in ism .

The m ed ia  a n d t h e  a r t s
4

The r e g i m e  r a n  t h e a t r e s ,  c i n e m a s ,  t e l e v i s i o n  c e n t r e s  and m u s ic a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  and s e n t  t h e  Havana s t a t e  o r c h e s t r a  a round  t h e  c o u n t r y .

The q u e s t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  commitment  i n  t h e  a r t s  led. to  a  famous 

d i s c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  C a s t r o  and s e l e c t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  1961 ,  th e  

u l t i m a t e  con  s e q u e n c e  o f  w h ich  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  W r i t e r s '  

U n io n  d i r e c t e d  by g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  government 

a l s o  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  o l d  C o u n c i l  of C u l t u r e  which  became 

C o m u a i n i s t i c a l l y  o r i e n t a t e d .  S c u l p t u r e ,  c o n c e r t s ,  m us ic ,  d a n c i n g  

and  t h e a t r e  w e r e  d o m i n a t e d  by an i n s i s t e n c e  on a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y

c o n s c i e n c e " .

P u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e s  w ere  now u n d e r  t h e  gove rnm e n t ,  even tho u g h  t h e r e  

had  b e e n  no n e  o f  any  s u b s t a n c e  b e f o r e .  The d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  

i n  19 5 9 ,  i t  w ou ld  have  b een  p o s s i b l e  t o  p u b l i s h ,  a t  one a own
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e x p e n s e ,  a  book a t t a c k i n g  t h e  r eg im e  i n  Cuba,  w hereas  i n  1DG1, i t  

was  n o t .  The same h e l d  t r u e  o f  n e w s p o p e r s .  F o r e ig n  n ew sp ap e r s  
a n d  j o u r n a l s  were no l o n g e r  s o l d .

B o th  t e l e v i s i o n  and  r a d i o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  as a  p e r p e t u a l  means 

o f  p r o j e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t .  Even when t h e r e  was no o c c a s i o n  

f o i  p u b l i c  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a  r e c o r d  o f  one o f  C a s t r o ' s  s p e e c h e s  c o u ld

be  h e a r d  a t  one o ' c l o c k  e v e r y  day  on t h e  r a d i o .  I n  t h e  s t r e e t s

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o n g s  s t i l l  b l a r e d  f rom gramophones.

Thus  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p l a n s  and d i r e c t s  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  

c u l t u r a l  s p h e r e  so  t h a t  t h e y  may be i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c s 1 

c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e a t r e  i n  a  medium f o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i r , ^  

and p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  im provem en t .  I n  a l a c e r a t i n g  a t t a c k  
on t h e  r e g i m e ,  G a r c i a  w r i t e s ;

" B r o a d c a s t s  may p l a y  a s p e c i a l  r o l e  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  to  th e  p e o p l e .  C o n s t a n t  jamming o f  o u t s i d e
b r o a d c a s t s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  medium-wave o f  • T o ic e  o f
A m e r i c a '  , e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  Cuban i s  c a r e f u l l y  p r o t e c t e d  
f ro m  o t h e r  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  ' t r u t h ' .  "

( G a r c i a ,  J .  R. , (1 9 6 5 )  p 4 4 ) .

The Army

The army i n  Cuba may be s e e n  a s  an e d u c a t i v e  i n s t i t i o n *  The 

g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  m i l i t a r y  r e g i m e n t a t i o n  p a r t l y  i n  an e f f o r t  

t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  pow er  by m a rk in g  o u t  s i g n s  o f  d i s s e n t  and s u p p r e s s i n g  

th e m  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  s p r e a d .  C o n s c r i p t i o n  p r o v i d e s  one o f  t h e  most  

e f f e c t i v e  ways  o f  k e e p i n g  a check  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C u b a ' s  young 

men.  I n  C u b a ,  i t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h e  reg im e w i th  a cheap  and mobi le  

l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  i n v o l v e d  i n  s u g a r  and c o f f e e  ha rves ts ,  and r o a d - b u i l d i n g ,  

a m o n g s t  o t h e r  p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .

No men b e t w e e n  th e  a g e s  o f  14 and 28 a r e  a l lo w e d  t o  e m i g r a t e .

S e s s i o n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  would  form p o r t  o f  t h e  c o n s c r i p t s '  

d u t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s t i l l  i n  t h e  s o l d i e r s  " d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a n i s m " .  " L a y a b o u t s  o f  w o rk in g  c l a s s  

o r i g i n  w i l l  be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  i n  t h e  array" (R au l  C a s t r o ) .  I n  f a c t ,  

d r a f t i n g  i n t o  t h e  army i s  o f t e n  u s e d  as  a  p u n is h m e n t  f o r  t h o s e  who 

c o n t i n u a l l y  f a i l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  l a c k  o f  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  and 

f o r  t h o s e  who "mi s b e h a w o "•
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The s o c i e l y i s  t h e  a c h o o l ,  h i B t o r y  t h e  u n i v o r a i t i e *

On n. more o p t i m i s t i c  n o t e s  a t  a  UNESCO c o n f e r e n c e  i n  1970,  a  

r e p o r t  was p r e s e n t e d  e n t i t l e d  "The E d u c a t i o n a l  Movements Cuba,

1 9 6 9 - 7 0 ,  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n fe r e n c e  on P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,  i n  "School 

and  S o c i e t y " , 1 9 7 1 ) .  The r e p o r t  d e s c r i b e s  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  v h ic h

t h e r e  i s  a  " b i r t h  o f  wide s o c i a l  m o t i v a t i o n s  by which  t h e  p e o p l e  

o r g a n i z e  t h o r n s e l v e s  and p a r t i c i p a t e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  t o t a l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w hich  c o n v e r t s  s o c i e t y  i n t o  one l a r g e  

s c h o o l  w i t h  u nd ream ed  o f  r e s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e d  by th e  a u d a c i t y  and 

c r e a t i v i t y  o f  t h e  ma s s e s . t he  method and c o n t e n t  o f  a  t r u e  

e d u c a t i o n  a r e  a lways  p a r t  o f  a  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t "  (p  3 8 3 ) .  E d u c a t io n  
i s  f o r  Communism and i n  Commun am and

" i n  c u r  s e a r c h  f o r  c o r r e c t  r o a d s  t o  now e d u c a t i o n ,  we have 
a v a i l e d  o u r s e l v e s  o f  t h r e e  i m p o r t a n t  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  w h ich ,  
f o r  u s  h ave  been l i k e  t h r e e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  t h e  war o f  
l i b e r a t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r e d  as t h e  supreme c u l t u r a l  f a c t  o f  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ; t h e  l i t e r a c y  5pop6e o f  1661 
w h ich  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  y o u th  t h e  t r u e  d im e n s io n s  o f  t h e  
m i s e r y  and p o v e r t y  we had i n h e r i t e d ;  and t h e  t e n - m i l l i o n  
t o n  s u g a r - c a n e  h a r v e s t ,  w h ic h ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  an 
eco n o m ic  f a c t ,  h a s  p r o fo u n d  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s " .

D e f i c i e n c i e s  and d i l e r r ’iqa i n  Cuban e d u c a t i o n

The Cuban R e v o l u t i o n  h a s  been  r e m a r k a b ly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c r e a t i n g  

a  new s o c i a l  and economic  o r d e r .  I n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e c t o r ,  

q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e r e  have been  g r e a t  g a i n s .  I n  p r im a r y  

s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t ,  Cuba h a s  moved from 2 0 th  p l a c e  i n  L a t i n  Amer ica 

i n  1 9 5 0 ,  t o  5 t h  p l a c e  i n  I 9 6 0 ,  ( P a u I e t o n , R . G .  1971) ;  i n  a d u l t  

l i t e r a c y  f rom  1 2 t h  t o  f i r s t  p l a c e ;  and i n  t h e  number o f  p r im a ry  

s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  p e r  100 c h i l d r e n  o f  p r i m a r y  schoo l  a g e ,  from 23rd  

t o  6 t h  p l a c e .  The p r i m a r y  s ch o o l  t e a c h c r - p u p i l  r a t i o  d u r i n g  t h i s  

same p e r i o d  h a s  d r o p p e d  f rom  o v e r  41 t o  a b o u t  30.  Q u a l i t a t i v e l y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  d e f i c i e n c i e s .

Cuban e d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e ,  t o  . o f f e r  n number o f  i e f i c i e n e i e .  t h . t  

. e v e r e l y  l i m i t  t h e  p c . i b i l i t y  o f  g r a d u a t i n g  y o u th  . h o  a r e  b o th  

r e d  and  e x p e r t ” .  I n t e r n a l  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  p r im a r y  . c h o o l i n g  i .

1 , . ,  i . e .  o n l y  a b o u t  dO? o f  i t .  . t u d e n t .  . h o  b e g in  g ra d e  1 com ple te  

g r a d e  8 .  Many t e a c h e r ,  a r e  p o o r l y  p r e p a r e d  -  n e a r l y  one h a l f  

t h e  1 7 , 0 0 0  p r i m a r y  t e a c h e r ,  i n  1 0 6 8  . e r e  " m a e . t r e .  p o p u l . r e .  

w i t h  m i n im a l  t r a i n i n g .

: Vf'v I  :'VV T S
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I n  o r d e r  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p ro b le m s  and t o  b e g i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  f o r m u l a ' sn g  a new e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

c o n v o k e '  ine  i r s t  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re s s  o f  E d u c a t io n  and C u l t u r e  i n  

H a v a n a ,  ;V «1 1 1U71. Over ItOO d e l e g a t e s  from t h e  v a r i o u s  t e a c h e r  

u n i o n s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n s .

A ls o  p r e s e n t  was  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  n a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  

a g e n c y ,  and a  l a r g e  g o v e r n m e n ta l  d e l e g a t i o n  from Sweden, i n  Cuba 

t o  n e g o t i a t e  a  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  programme. The C o n g re s s  o r i g i ­

n a l l y  had  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s ;  t o  g a t h e r  c o n c r e t e  exam ples  

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro b le m s  from a l l  l e v e l s  and ty p e s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n } 

t o  i d e n t i f y  k e y  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  th e  work of  e d u c a t o r s ; and t o  

o f f e r  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  which  wou ld  s e r v e  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  come. The m a jo r  p rob lem s  d i s c u s s e d  by t h e  

d e l e g a t e s  ma) be summarized  as  f o l l o w s i -

The demands  of t e a c h  ini ,  t h e  norms of  s o c i a l i s t  m o r a l i t y  i n v o l v e  

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  oi g r e a t e r  d i s c i p l i n e .  S t u d e n t  and t e a c h e r  

a b s e n t e e i s m ,  d r o p p i n g  o u t  o f  s c h o o l , d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  s o c i a l  p r o p e r t y  

and l a c k  o f  c o r r e c t  s t u d y  h a b i t s ,  r e f l e c t  t h i s  s e r i o u s  p ro b lem .

W o r k - s t u d y  programmes  m us t  be p l a n n e d  b e t t e r  and combined w i th  

v o c a t i o n a l  g u i d a n c e  so  a s  t o  a v o i d  1 c p - s i d e d  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n s t e a d  

o f  i n t e g r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  work 

c o n t r i b u t e s  p o w e r f u l l y  t o  i d e o l o g i c a l  f o r m a t i o n .  E x p e r i e n c e  t o  d a t e , 

h o w e v e r ,  m us t  be a n a l y s e d  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e .

E f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  and im prove  t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e s  s h o u ld  be 

g i v e n  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  i n  p l a n s  t o  p r o v i d e  more and b e t t e r  t e a c h e r s .

~ P e c a u n e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  " b a s i c a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

f o rm a t  t on o f  t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n ,  wo must  e s t a b l i s h  s t r i c t  s t a n d a r d s  

f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  w o r k e r s " .  M o re o v e r ,  t e a c h e r s  must  be e v a l u a t e d  

p e r i o d i c a l l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  c o n d u c t ,  a p t i t u d e ,  t e c h n i c a l  

e d u c a t i o n  and " p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t * " 1.
E d u c a t i o n a l  p rogramm es  must  be s u b j e c t  t o  e v a l u a t i o n  and m o d i f i c a t i o n .  

An i n n o v a t i v e ,  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n  based  on r e s e a r c h  

e v a l u a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t o  move 

a h e a d  e f f i c i e n t l y  and  r a p i d l y .

The C o n g r e s s  made a  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  i n f l u e n c e s  

on e d u c a t i o n .  E m p h a s i s  was p l a c e d  on t h e  u r g e n t  need  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  

t h e  r o l e  o f  p a r e n t s  i n  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l s ,  and t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  c o n ­

t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  p a r e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  

F u r t h e r  c o n f e r e n c e s  were  s c h e d u l e d .
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U  . „ . u , d  bo u . o n t l o n e d  t h a t  C „ b „ . s  o d a o a t i o a a ,  r . v 0 , „ t , „ „  h a .  c „ „ .  
a t  an o » o r . , o a »  c c t .  1 „  , 9 t o  t .  0 9 ,  . b e t  o f  C ub l ,„

t o t . ,  p r o d u c t - v c  c . p a c i t ,  . . .  d e v o te d  t o  C o r n . .  . c h o o H o , .  S . n„ „ u .

( . 9 7 1 ) ,  . t o t e ,  t h a t  t h i .  f i g u r e  1 .   ...... .. am.ag „,a j or  c o u n t r i e ^

o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  r i c h  o r  p o o r ' . .  However,  t h e  d e b t  i .  g r o . i h g

( p r e c i . e  d a t a  a r e  u u a r a i . a h U  h e r e , ,  N,d . .  n . r r ,  Heckord p u t .  i t , ( ' , 9 7 , '  

R u e . i a  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  a n o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n  l i k e  C u b a - , .  H e . e . e r  

t h e  d e p e n d e n c y  on t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e ,  h a .  been b ro k e n .  The f o rm a t io n  

o f  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e ,  i n  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  ma jor  a r c .  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

and t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  

l e v e l ,  a r e  l e a d i n g  t o  C u b a ' s  n a t i o n a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  -  , t  l e a s t  f o r e i g n  

■ c i e n t i s t e ,  t e c h n i c i a n * ,  and o t h e r  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  workers  p la y  a 

l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  now t h a n  th e y  d id  p r i o r  to  t h e  R e v o l u t io n .  I t  

m i s t  be s t r e s s e d  t h a t ,  f a r  from h e i n r  a c o s t l y  l u x u r y ,  th e  r e t u r n s  to  

e d u c a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  p r im a r y  schoo l  l e v e l ,  have made an 

i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r c e s  of  p r o d u c t i o n .

The s c h o o l  s y s t e m  h a s  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in  th e  b r e a k i n g  down 

o f  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e s  and o t h e r  forms of  s o c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y .  There 

c a n  he l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  in  s c h o o l s  has been 

d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .  Many mor» b l a c k s ,  c h i l d r e n  of  r u r a l  w o rk e r s ,  

and women now a c h i e v e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t .  But ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  v e s t i g e s  o f  r a c i a l  and c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  rem a in .  T h e s '  

may be s e e n  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  d r o p - o u t  r a t e s  o f  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  

l o w e r  r a t e s  o f  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e . P u t  t h e s e  f a c t s  shou ld  not  obscure  

t h e  gia»>t s t r i d e s  made t o w a r d s  a more e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y .

I n  t h e  c l s a s r o o i n ,  w h i l e  much h a s  c hange d ,  much has  a l s o  remained 

t h e  name. The m e th o d s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  re m a in ,  on the  w hole ,  t e a c h e r -  

c e n t r e d  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n .  Exams and g r a d e s  s t i l l  seem to  be a 

c e n t r a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  of  s t u d e n t s ,  thus  m a i n - s i t i n g  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  r e w a r d s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  l e a r n i n g  i >

and annfagouti t o  w ag es  i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  1 about  ninl

The d e c , . i o n  t o  e . p h a . i , .  p r i m a r y  . C o . , l a g  c „  e t h e r  b a . l e  . d a e . t i e .  

r a t h e r  t h a n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  I l l u s t r a t e ,  a n o t h e r  dilemma- 

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C u b . ' a  oun t e c h n i c a l ,  . c i e n t i f i c  and o m u 

r a t i vo c a p a c i t l e .  w o u ld  ......... been  b e t t e r  . e r v e d  by .  - 0  r.^pid

e x p a n e i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n

o b j e c t i v e  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o n  i p v e l s  of  s c h o o l i n g .



W h i l e  p o l i c i e s  a r c  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  e» ,abl ieb?r*i». o f  a 

t e c h n o c r a t i c  e l i t e ,  o t h e r  p o l i c i e s  seeto to  run  a g a i n s t  t h i s  coicmit- 

m o n t .  1 he n e e d  t o  f i l l  h i g h - l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s  has  nosed  the  t e m p t a t i o n  

t o  g i v e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e s p e c i a l l y  g i f t e d  s t u d e n t s . 

A s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  f o r  an I n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  in  

H a v a n a ,  and a s  o f  19C9, p l a n s  were  u n d e r  way t o  e s t a b l i s h  o t h e r s  i n  

t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p r o v i n c e s .  The s t u d e n t s  a t  t h i s  s ch o o l  were  chosen  

p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  s c h o l a s t i c  p e r f o r m a n c e .  H ere ,  t e a c h i n g  

an d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  s u p e r i o r .  A l though  t h e  s t u d e n t s  seem w e l l  

a w a r e  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  s k i l l s  and knowledge 

b e i n g  i m p a r t e d  to  them a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  even  i n  a 

s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  a  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w hich  s t r a t i f i e s  c h i l d r e n  a t  a t  

e a r l y  age on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a b i l i t y ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  produce  a c l a s s  

s t r u c t u r e  and a s e n s e  o f  h i e r a r c h y  in  th e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  i t s  

s t u d e n t s .  The e l i t i s t  e l e m e n t s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h i s  ty p e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

i n U n . i f i e d  b j  . .  . I m o . t  r . m . n t i c  f . i t h  i n  t h e  . e i . n t i N c  e t p e r t ,  

n r o  c l e n t . E . r l y  r u c o t i o n n l  g r o u p i n g  i «  » l» o  l i k e l y  t o  c o n f l i c t  

U i t h  t h e  p u r . n l t  o f  o c l o . e l o M .  . o c i . t y ,  cut t h e . .  t e n i i e n c L .  noed 

n o t  b .  d e c i . i v e  i f  t h e y  . r e  c o u n t e r e d  in  o t h e r  .  . . .  o f  . o c i . l  p o l i c y .

* ■
4 . .domic . . P . c t .  of .tudcnt ee .lu n tio n .

O a r c i . ,  •  Chilean .........  ^  “ t‘ e^ “ . u 2 k .  t h e  Cuban regime

■■ - r E r r :who wi



ho a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e  r e g im e  can  c l a i m  noioe r e a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s t  the  

l i t e r a c y  p ro g ra m m e ,  r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  v a s t  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l -  

c i t i e s  l i k e  t h a t  c a l l e d  "Camilo  C i e n f u e g o s "  which w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  

h o u s e  2 0 , 0 0 0  p u p i l s ,  g r a n t s  and s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  p e a s a n t  women, c r d c h c e ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and ev e n in g  

c o u r s e s .
" A l l  t h i s  i s  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  Cuban government .  But 

t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  s i d e  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e . With t h e  e x p an s io n  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  has  come a change  i n  i t s  n a t u r e  as  the  regime 
h a s  s o u g h t  t o  e x p l o i t  l e a r n i n g  to  p e r p e t u a t e  Communism in  
Cuba .  A c h i l d  goes  t o  s c h o o l  t o  he moulded i n t o  a M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i m t  p a t t e r n  o f  u n q u e s t i o n i n g  t h o u g h t  and obed ience
t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  ................  a c r o p  o f  p e o p le  who w i l l  a c c e p t
t h e  l a c k  o f  f r e e d o m ,  p o v e r t y ,  and th e  h a r d s h i p s  of  Communist
C u b a " .  ( p 1 5 ) .

" T h e r e  i s  n o t  even  t h e  c o l d  c o m f o r t  o f  o f f i c i a l  p r e t e n c e  
o f  a c a d e m ic  f r e e d o m .  School d i r e c t o r s  roust be c o n v in c e d
s o c i a l i s t s  ............. t h e  P a r t y  roust be th e  G "W ing  f o r c e
i n  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  e d u c a t i o n  boa rds  .

( p  1 8 ) .

G . r c i n  . r . t i . n .  h o . ,  i o  tho  o u o - e r  o f  1003 ,  - e . r l ,  f i r .  hundred  t . . . h . r .  

r e . l r . n - d  » .  .  p r o t e s t  o g o i n . t  l u c r e . . e d  r e g l m e n t o t i o n  i n  t h e i r  . c h o o  . .

I l P i l l i i P
o f  i t .  jouth”. (p 21).

w m m m , .

T h i r d l y ,  - h . t  d o e .  t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d ?

s iiiiii . s u e o  r o t h e r  t h a n  u i t h  ' o n ,
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than being bettor  lomorrow. I t  no, .oem= probable that in b o t h

t a c  f o . m u l  an, I  p a r a l l e l  s y s t e m s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a  s k i l l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  

b e i n g  b u i l t  t h a t  , i l l  e n a b l e  C u b a  t o  do w o r e  t h a n  j u . t  s u r v i v e .

T h u . ,  t h e  s h i f t  t o  t e c h n i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a n e c e s s a r y ,  

b u t  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  Ho,  th e  n e ,  economic 

c a p a b i l i t i e s  a r e  u s e d  d ep e n d s  upon t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  ( t h e  

l e v e l  o f  1 c o n c i e n c i a ' ) o f  th o s e  who have l e a r n e d  t h e  s k i l l s ;  and 

t h e  l e v e l  o f  ' c o n c i e n c i a '  i s  l a r g e l y  d e t e rm in e d  by t h e  deg ree  »f  

s u c c e s s  a t t a i n e d  i n  e d u c a t i n g  th e  " n e ,  man".

To ( ju o te  S . H o w i e s ,  ( 197 l )  ( p  4 9 9 ) «

"Can fo rm s  o f  w o r k - o r g n n i z a t i o n  and t e c h n o lo g y  he d e v i s e d  
w h ic h  r e p r e s e n t  b o th  an advance  i n  the  f o r c e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
and  a s t e p  t o w a r d s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n  which 
e n h a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n h i b i t  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  and s e l f -  
d e v e l o p m e n t ?  Can e d u c a t i o n a l  forms and t e c h n i q u e s  be 
d e v e l o p e d  which w i l l  a l l o w  th e  e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  
t h e  n e e d e d  p r o d u c t i v e  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  deve lopment  
o f  v a l u e s  and commitments cona i  s t c i t  w i th  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
i d e o l o g y ?  The an sw er  to  b o th  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  I b e l i e v e , 
i s  y e s  . . . . . .  The c o n t i n u i n g  s e a r c h  f o r  new s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s
o f  s c h o o l i n g  -  a t  once b o th  p r o d u c t i v e  and l i b e r a t i n g  -
s een  a l i k e l y  to  b e a r  f r u i t  i f  i t  does  n o t  succumb t o
im m e d i a t e  p r e s s u r e s  to  g e a r  t h e  s choo l  sy s t e m  s o l e l y  to  
m e e t i n g  t h e  manpower r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  economic growth .
The s e a r c h  f o r  t h e s e  new s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of e d u c a t i o n  
i s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  now f a c i n g  Cuban e d u c a t o r s  in  t h e  a t t e m p t  
t o  c r e a t e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  what  Ch# termed 1 t h e  two p i l l a r s  
o f  s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n :  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  the  new human
b e i n g  and t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y ' . "

W i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e  s econd  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  c a n n o t  be d e n i e d  t h a t  i n d o c -  

t r i n a t i o n  i e  .  p o r t  o f  t h e  Cuban e d u c a t i o n  ayalom. I .A .S n o o k , (  lOTd) , 

h a .  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  p e ro o n  aa one who, b e i n g  p r e e e n t o d  

„ l t h  good e . i d . n e .  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  o.  h i .  b e l i e f . ,  w i l l  n e v . r t h . l o e .  

r e f u s e  t o  m o d i fy  t h . e e  b e l i e f ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  t h e  . T i d e n c o .

T h e r e  I .  no  d o u b t  t h a t  Cuban ,  a r e  n o t  f r e e  t o  c r i t i c U e ,  o r  eee n  

t .  d o u b t  o f f i c i a l  Cuban . d e o l o g y .  E d u c a t i o n  in  Cuba d o c .  n o t  a t t e m p t  

t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  . u t . n o . o u .  i n d i v i d u a l ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  p . . . e . . i n g

Marxi  s t - L e n i n i s t  d o c t r i n e .
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Y o u t h  i a ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  g roup  moat  cxpoaed  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

e x p e r i e n c e .  They  a r e  s e e n  a s  t h e  hope o f  t h e  f u t u r e  and a r e  g iven  

s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .

I t  w ou ld  ncem, m o r e o v e r ,  t h a t  young  p e o p l e  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  f o r  b e i n g  r e c r u i t e d  i n t o  and a f f e c t e d  by th<^revoIu- 

t i o n n r y  e x p e r i e n c e .  They a r e  e n c o u ra g e d  by the  reg im e t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  o f  l i f e  when -  an E r ik  E r ik so n  has  em phasized  -  

t h e y  e r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  s e l f ,  a  s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y  t h a t  

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  u n a m b ig u o u s ,  a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d ,  and i d e o l o g i c a l .  E n v i ro n ­

m e n t a l  e x p o s u r e  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a d i n e s s  come t o g e t h e r  i n  what  

E r i k s o n  c a l l s  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  The a d o l e s c e n t  i s  

w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  " l a c k  o f  p r i v a c y "  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the  i n d o c t ­

r i n a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i v a c y  i s  one o f  the  

m o s t  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  Cuban l i f e .  To t h e  young,  t h e  s e n s e  of  

s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e  i s  p r o f o u n d l y  r e i n f o r c e d  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  

t h a t  a r e  c l e a r l y  o f  n a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e .

R. F a g e n ,  ( 1 0 6 9 ) ,  w r i t e s *

"Owing t o  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  d e b a t e  and s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  
c h a n n e l l i n g  of  e n e r g i e s  i n t o  s o c i e t a l  s e r v i c e ,  and th e  
c o n f o r m i s m  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  a t t a c k s  on ego ism o ,  Cuban 
y o u t h  may n o t  be g ro w in g  up w i t h  h i g h l y  dev e lo p ed  c r i t i c a l  
s k i l l s  -  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  e i t h e r  t h e m s e l v e s  o r  t h e  new 
s o c i a l  o r d e r " .

( p  1 5 7 ) .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  g n l n e  I t .  I m p e t u .  from th e  i n c u l c a t i o n  of  

.  r e v o l u t i o n e r /  i d e o l o g y  i n  t h e  m i n d ,  o f  i t .  f o l l o w e r . .  P . r h n p .  

t h e  n d m l r u b l e  I n n o v a t i o n ,  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n  Cuba cou ld  n o t  have 

s u c c e e d e d  a .  t h e y  have  w i t h o u t  t h i .  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  They c a n n o t  

be  . . . n  i n  i . o l . t i o n  f r o .  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  A.  C a . t r e  a r t i c u l a t e . .  

W i t h i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  e v e r y t h i n g ,  o o t . i d ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  n o t h i n g  .II

( R e c k o r d ,  B« # 1971 ) •

1 .  e i n c e r e  i n  h i .  a f f , r » t „ .  t h a t  « » .  can  h a v e  n o r t h e r  c o n c e p t ^

r : : : : ; ; : : - :  . f  t . , , -  -  - — -



U ' °  P ° l e n t l a !  f a c u l t i e s ,  a l l  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  t o  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e " ,  ( q u o t e d  i n  I n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  on IH ib l ic  E d u c a t i o n ,  1071 ) .

A* t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i t  may be naked w h e t h e r  t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  w i l l  

be r e a d y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  hand o v e r  t h e  t o r c h  to  f r e o h  g e n e r a t io n * ?  

Or w i l l  t h e  p resen t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  y o u t h  l e n d e r s  t u r n ,  w i th  th e  

p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r s , i n t o  b e i n g s  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  new c h a n g e s , th e  

" c o n s e r v a t i v e "  t a r g e t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  c r i t i c i s m  or  h a t r e d  by a new 

wave o f  " l i b e r a l s "  o r  " h u m a n i s t s " ?

The l a t t e r  e v e n t u a l i t y  i s  s u r e l y  t h e  more p r o b a b l e ,  as  i s  s u g g e s t e d  

by a " h i p p i e "  c u l t  and i t s  r e p r e s s i o n  i n  1968 ,  and by th e  h ig h  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  young  p e o p l e  among c r i m i n a l s  i n  t h e  c r im e  wave of  

1 0 6 8 - 0 ,  and by t h e  number o f  t h o s e  who would  c l e a r l y  l i k e  t o  l e a v e  

Cuba b u t  c a n n o t  do so  e x c e p t  i l l e g a l l y *  Thomas w r i t e s ,  a s  always

w i t h  g r e a t  p e r c e p t i o n  and s e n s i t i v i t y ;

" .............  i n  t h e  e n d ,  many p e o p l e ,  p e r h a p s  most  p e o p le
u s u a l  l y  come round t o  t h e  view t h a t  p r i v a t e  e a s e  and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a r e  w o r th  more t h a n  a l l  the  c r e e d s  i n  the  
w o r l d " .

( T h o m a s , H . , ( 1972) (p  1 4 3 0 ) .
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t r o m  v h a t  haB beun  e l a b o r a t e d  i n  C h a p t e r s  1 and 1 1 , i t  w i l l  be

a e e n  t h a t  two b r o a d  c o n c e p t s  a r e  b e i n g  o u t l i n e d  h e r e  -  c o n c e p t s

t h a t  c o n t r a s t  r a d i c a l l y :  t h a t  o f  t h e  " e d u c a t e d  mar." and t h a t
o f  t h e " u 8 c f u l  m a n " .

Masl o w ' a  t h e o r y  o f  m o t i v a t i o n  ( 1 9 5 4 ) ,  which d e s c r i b e s  a h i e r a r c h y  

o f  human n e e d s ,  m akes ,  i t  would seem,  a s i m i l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n .  As 

D e a r d e n  p o u t s  o u t  ( 1 9 6 6 )  ( p  1 8 ) ,  Mae low d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  be tween 

" d e f i c i t "  ( p h y s i o l o g i c a l ) and " g r o w t h "  ( c u l t u r a l )  n e e d s .  One 

n e e d  s u c c e e d s  a n o t h e r ;  as " lo w e r "  h u n g e r s  a r e  s a t i s f i e d ,  " h i g h e r "  

h u n g e r s  e m e rg e ,  e . g .  " s e l f - a c t u a l i e a t i o n " ,  t o  use  Maslow1a t e rm ­

i n o l o g y .

I f  t h e  w o r t h  o f  human l i f e  can  be d e f i n e d  i n  t j r m a  o f  t h e  s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n  o f  n e e d s ,  t h e n  i t  may be a r g u e d ,  and  f o r c e f u l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  

o f  t h e  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h a t  p r e s s i n g  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  needs  

m u s t  be c a t e r e d  t o  f i r s t .  P . S . W i l s o n  (1971)  a t t a c k s  Maslow on th e

w e l l - f o u n d e d  g r o u n d s  t h a t  n e e d s  p r e s u p p o s e  v a l u e s .  Even th e  need 

f o r  f o o d  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  one v a l u e s  l i f e ,  how ever , l i f e  g e n e r a l l y  

J o e s  seem t o  be v a l u e d  even  i n  t h e  d i r e  s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  so  we may 

a c c e p t  a s  r e a s o n a b l y  sound  M a s l o v ' s  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  p r im acy  o f  p h y s i o ­

l o g i c a l  n e e d s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Maslow, t h e r e  a r e  s a f e t y  n e e d s ,  b e l o n g i n g ­

n e s s  a n d  lo v e  n e e d s ,  e e v  >» n e e d s ,  need  f o r  s e l f - a c t u a l  n a t i o n ,  d e s i r e  

t o  know and u n d e r s t a n d ,  an I a e s t h e t i c  n e e d s .  The o r d e r  and number 

o f  t h e  o t h e r  n e e d s  may be c h a l l e n g e d .

C o n c l u . i o n .  r e g a r d  i n n  p r i . r i U a .  i n  T h i r d  W .r id  . d u c . U . n  a r c  

d i f f i c u l t  t a  d . M .  I f  i t  i s  n o t  p o c . i b l .  t o  c . t i . f y  . 1 1 ,  o r  a t  
l e a o t  m a r t  o f  t h e  n e e d ,  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e ,  b e a r i n g  i n  mind t h e  l i m i t e d  

r . a o u r c e a  o f  t h .  d e v e l o p i n g  c a u n t r i . . .  which n e . d .  . h o n l d  be mot 

f i r . t ?  W, mar war t h a t  b a . i c  n e e d ,  f o r  t h e  p h y . i c . l  and . . . n o r n i .
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c o u n t r i c a  a t  f t r a t  d e l i b e r a t e  n e g l e c t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  „ f  t h e

e d u c a t e d  man"?  -  b e c a u a e  t h i s  i ,  p r . c i . e l j  ‘ h a t  t h e y  . i l l  be

d o i n g .  T i n ,  . i l l  be c a t e r e d  t o  l a t e r ?  P e r b a p .  n o t ,  o n .  may a r g u e .

I t  t a k e ,  e d u c a t e d  men t o  v a l u e  t h e  g o a l  o f  c r e a t i n g  e d u c a t e d  men. I n

B a u d ' a  "Anthem" ( 1 9 4 6 ) ,  t h e  man . h o  h a ,  p roven  h i m , . I f  t o  he o f

a  h i g h  and o r i g i n a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  1 ,  chonen  t o  be a S t r e e t  S . e c p e r  -

o n l y  t h e  m e d i o c r e  may be S c h o l a r ,  a .  t h e y  p r e s e n t  no  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
S t a t e .

The c r u c i a l  p r o b l e m  i e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  " c o l l e c t i v i z e d  man", as  t h e  

new Cuban man may bo p e r c e i v e d  t o  b e ,  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  s t e p  o u t s i d e  

o f  h i s  " p a r a d i g m "  t o  v iew m a t t e r s  f rom a  new p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  s e l f -  

a c t u a l i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  from a  t o t a l l y  n e e d s -  

b a s e d  v ie w  o f  w h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  hopes  t o  a c h i e v e .  Says 

t h e  h e r o  i n  "A n them "(pp  110 -  1 1 2 ) i

" N e i t h e r  am I  t h e  means t o  any end o t h e r s  may w ish  t o  accom­
p l i s h .  I  am n o t  a  t o o l  f o r  t h e i r  u s e .  I  am n o t  a  s e r v a n t
o f  t h e i r  n e e d s ...............  I  g u a rd  my t r e a s u r e s :  my t h o u g h t ,
ny  w i l l ,  my f r e e d o m  . . . . .  I am n e i t h e r  fo e  n o r  f r i e n d  t o  
my b r o t h e r s , b u t  such  an each  o f  them s h a l l  d e s e r v e  o f  me."

The word ' W e '  "m us t  n e v e r  be p l a c e d  f i r s t  w i t h i n  m an 's
s o u l ,  e l s e  i t  b e c o m e s  a  m o n s t e r ,  t i i e  r o o t  o f  a l l  t h e  e v i l s  
on e a r t h ,  t h e  r o o t  o f  m a n ' s  t o r t u r e  by men, and o f  an
u n s p e a k a b l e  l i e ............. I t  i s  t h e  word by which  th e  dep rav e d
s t e a l  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  good ,  by which t h e  weak s t e a l  t h e  
m i g h t  o f  t h e  s t r o n g ,  by  which  th e  f o o l s  s t e a l  t h e  wisdom 
o f  t h e  s a g e s " .  <

We w o u ld  n o t  be j u s t i f i e d  i n  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  c o n te m p o ra ry  Western 

e d u c a t i o n  a s  h a v i n g  a t t a i n e d  P.S.W i l s o n ' s  i d e a l  o f  p u p i l s  h a v in g  

t o  w ork  o n l y  a t  w h a t  i s  found i n t r i n s i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  P e r h a p s  

t h i s  i s  a s  d i s t a n t  a  dream f o r  u s  a s  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  T h i r d  H o r ld .  

However , i t  j_s acknow ledged  a s  b e i n g  a goa l  o f  w o r t h .  What i e  

o . i n o u ,  1 .  t h a t ,  > f  i t  i .  in.tUa,  b e i n g  o f  v a l u e  i n  t h e  

o p i n i o n ,  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n . ,  i t  may n e v e r  be d e . i r e d  o r  

l u e d  a t  a  l a t e r  a t a g e .  T h e re  may be no b a c k - . t o p p i n g ,  t o t a l ­

i t a r i a n  a t a t e .  c a r r y  t h e i r  o r o  momentum.

Coll.ctiviam, a .  portrayed i n  the Cuban c.ae-.tudy, ha. g iv e n  t h e
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r e r o l i i t i o n f t r y  m„n m o c i . l l . d  i n  t r u „  M n r , i « t - L e n i n i s t  f o r . .  Thor

, 0 0 k  “  t h -  o f  m a s u - o r i o n t o d ,  o b e d i o n t
m a r c h i n g  o f f  t o  o t h e r  c o n t i n e n t ,  t o  " s p r e . d  t h e  . o r d  o f  t h e  R e r o l -

n t i o n " ,  and  p r o t e s t  . . a k l j  upon , i „ l „ g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e .

o f  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y ,  "Hut t h i s  i ,  n o t  . h a t  m e a n t l "  ( a™  Band,  
( 1 9 4 6 )

C e r t a i n l y ,  a s  was  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  Cuba had f ew er  p rob lem s  than  

t h e  a v e r a g e  T h i r d  World s t a t e  a n d , m a i n l y  i n  t h i s  way,  i s  a t y p i c a l  

o f  th e m .  But  Cuba shows c e r t a i n  o i g n s  o f  b e i n g  t h e  s o c i e t y  d e s ­

c r i b e d  i n  "Anthem" where  t h e  word " I "  no l o n g e r  e x i s t s ,  and use 

ol  i t  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  by d e a t h . The b a s i c  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  an i n d o c t r i n ­

a t i n g  s o c i e t y  -  l a c k  o f  p r i v a c y  -  mos t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  s t r i k i n g  

f e a t u r e  o f  Cuban l i f e ,  and  d i s s e n s i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  " R e h a b i l i t a t i o n " .

To c o n c l u d e !  i f  i t  m i g h t  be p o s s i b l e  -  and t h i s  seems u n l i k e l y  -  

f o r  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  t o  cope  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t  

f i r s t ,  y e t  n e v e r  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  a u r a  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  

t h e  e d u c a t e d  man, o f  know ledge  p u r s u e d  th r o u g h  i n t e r e s t  and f o r  i t s  

own s a k e ,  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  h e l d  t h r o u g h  r a t i o n a l , c r i t i c a l  e n q u i r y  -  

t h e n  p e r h a p s  t h e  Ayn H ands ,  George O n r e l l s  and Aldous  Huxleys  of  t h e  

w o r l d  may n o t  be p r o v e d  a l l  t o o  j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  p e s s im i sm .

P e r h a p s  one may s m i l e  ( p e r h a p s  n o t ? ) ,  a t  t h e  e x t r e m e ,  c y n i c a l  v iew: 

H e b e r t o  P a d i l l a ' s  " I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  e n t e r i n g  a new s o c i e t y " :

The f i r s t  t h i n g :  you m us t  he
o p t i m i s t i c .   ̂ .
The s e c o n d :  n e a t ,  r e s t r a i n e d  and o b e d i e n t ,
(y o u  s h o u l d  have  p a s s e d  a l l  t h e  t e s t s  i n  s p o r t s ) .
And f i n a l l y ,  w a lk  
H k o  e v e r y  member: 
one  s t e p  a h e a d ,  and 
two o r  t h r e e  b a c k w a rd s :  
b u t  a l w a y s  a p p l a u d i n g .

(Q u o te d  i n  B .R eckord ,  (1971)  ( p  4 3 ) .
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