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Uytenbogaardt points  out the  " p la n n e r 's  re sp o n sib il ity  in a s s is t in g  

human development". If t h i s  is  to be so then the c ity  too must be a 

place  that a s s is ts  m an 's  development economically, s o c ia l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  

environmentally  and educationally . He also stresses  " the  need to

'
bring together the ind iv idual  elements of towns to achieve urban-ty " .

I

Uytenbogaardt ( 1978  : 14 )

Mix of elements leads  to d iv erse  and interesting  a c t iv it ie s  in c i t i e s .

Gui .jola speaks o-f town elements as squares and harbours. This  i s  the

public  realm. Dave Dewar d e fin es  spatial  structure  as the " configurati  

of the public  spaces and movement routes , their  relation sh ip  to the 

d is tr ib u t io n  of population , and the land uses that flank  them ."

Uytenbogaardt ( 1978 s 15 ) 

"Movement hecomes a form ative structure for the dynamic of action 

and re ac tio n , b u ild in g  a p lace  o-f . . .  logic . . .  and c o n v en ien ce ."

on

Uytenbogaardt ( 1978 : 15 ) 

This  is  route based ac t iv ity  that re su lts  in b u ilt  fr»r-ir..

Spatial structu re , Dewar t e l l s  us , " determines the patterns and 

in tensity  of populations and finan cial  flows (thresh aids. ) through 

a c ity  and throuqn local areas  . . .  . Economic ac tiv ity  responds 

to the t h r e s h o l d s . "

Uytenbogaardt < 1978 : 15 ) 

What th is  means is  that the parts of the c ity  -the square and 

the harbour - estab lish  some relationship  with one another.

Thi< ler sets  up a pattern for movement.

Moving with people i s  their  money. Economic advantage i s  taken

of that fa c t .  Over time t h is  pattern and a c t iv ity  all become entrenched
.

into  the c i t y .  But th is  i s  only  the  beginn ing . This r e la t io n s h ip  

becomes r e a l is e d  in c rea s in g ly  in physical, terms, and the movement pattern

generates urban f a b r ic .  T h is  movement pattern is  an enabling  framework 

for the spontaneous growth of urban f a b r i c ,  whilst the harbour and square

irrnfrr-irrw

are points  that in it ia t e d  the route  or movement pattern .

This  then i s  the mecl anism of the enabling  framework. The urbanism  

it  upholds and engenders i s  what concerns the urban designer 

s p e c i f i c a l l y .

Dependent on the spatial  arrangement of the  town, the framework w ill  

be either  an enabling  framework of a d is a b l in g  framework.

THE DISABLING FRAMEWORK
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The d isa bling  -framework, i s  a low density  structure with inadequate 

f a c i l i t i e s .  It  r e s u lts  from the use of a planning construct that 

seeks to create c e n tra lly  focussed l iv in g  areas , based on a b e l ie f  

that the sense of community i s  strengthened by spatial i s o la t io n .

Economic Aspects or thu D isabling  Framework

Sub-regional shopping centres  hold monopolies on trade  because 

individual traders  c a n 't  compete at t h is  low density  threshold . ThisSIR ,
r e su lts  in high  p r ic e s .  Incomes from other areas are then taken to

,  ,  ,* o the  area where the sub-regional shopping centre i s .  This  r e s u lts ’ KM

in income leaking  from one area to another. This  spatial structure

incurs what i s  c a lle d  large  rango. Range i s  given as , “ the maximum 

distance  that people are  prepared to travel to experience an a c t i v i t y ,  

f a c i l i t y  or fun ct io n . It d e fin es  a spatial  dimension of

The net e ffe ct  of current planning ideas  and

flows over so wide an area as to reduce
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Dewar Sc Watson ( i?81 : 115  )

PLANNING CONSTRUCT FOR 

CONTEHEUWEL

THE ENABLING FRAMEWORK

Dewar & Watson ( 1981 s 113 >

The enabling  fr has a high d ensity  structure  with a "human s c a l e "  

l iv in g  environm ent .lt  has more f a c i l i t i e s .  Through more com petit ion , 

p rices  in  the shops are kept to a minimum. With all  these  f a c i l i t i e s  

around the  level of service  i s  h igher .
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PLANNING CONSTRUCTS THAT CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR THE EXISTANCE OF 

TRUE URBANISM

Dewar Watson ( 1981 s 128 ) 

Where a major route passes through a p art icular  area , t r a f f ic  will 

gravitate  towards the route as it  i s  the most logical choice .

T r a ff ic  flow  is  equated to th resh o ld s ,th e  greater the number of

#
people passing a particular  spot, the greater the economic potential 

of che spot .The  econiiric a c t iv it ie s  locate in re lat ion  to the thresholds  

The s ite s  along the route then provide good locations for a c t i v i t ie s ,

"The potential inherent in the flows is  being maximised, end the b e n e f it s

are dispersed . . . . "  a symbiotic or mutually re in forc in g  re lationship  

between the route and surrounding uses i s  set up. This  is  the enabling  

framework with which urban designers  concern themselves. It is  

also  the network of mutual support that Jane Jacobs re fe rs  to.

Dewar & Watson < 1981 : 127 > 

''dip  in land valuea

s small men to 

taU<e'.4dVjtntage of flows

a) The Provision  of Full H ierarch ies  of Commercial Centres

-
David Dewar m aintains  that thresholds  are  being  d iss ip ate d  by p ro v id in g  

fu ll  ranges of commercial centres in low-income areas . Because of the 

full-range in a low-income area , " too many le v e ls  of centre are  competing 

for inadequate t h r e s h o ld s ."  This  means that d iss ip ate d  location  of shops 

d is s ip a te s  the strength o* thr> flow .
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Dewar S. Watson (1981 * 125 )
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Location 5RAP* OF LAND VALUES RELATED Tt> iCCESSABILITT
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Dewar St Watson ( lc. 31 : 116 )

It " makes more sense to promote the maximum ir ^ e n s it y  of riavelopfrents 

at the h ighest  and lowest levels  of the  h ierarchy . " At the lowest

■

level convenience would be maximised, and competition would 

s t a b i l is e  and keep prices  down. T h is  keeps money in the community and 

d oesn 't  leak into  the shops in the w ealthy  areas .

Dewar 8c Watson C 1981 s 117 )

b) Zoning

Dewar f e e l s  that land use zoning i s  a factor  that further adds to  the
-

d is s ip a t io n  of flows essential to the  creation  of the enabling  framework. 

He l i s t s  three points  that demonstrate th e ,  " ind iv idual  s e l f  in te r e s t  " 

inherent in zoning practise .

i )  the p o s s i b i l i t y  e x is ts  for one person to determine the " best 

land use " for an u n specified  length of tim e, th is  again  i s  

symptomatic of a top down approach that c a n 't  begin to understand  

the com plexities  and f in e  grain  l i f e  that e x is ts  at the  bottom.

Dewar St Watson ( 1981 s 117  )



i i )  optimal uses are determined -for parcels  o-f land as are  optimal 

locations for these uses . Land is  thus a r t i f i c i a l l y  controlled

and the zoning stamp puts ai: a r t i f ic ia l  pr ice  on that land. 

This  control of a total of x ^ e .^ e s  squared of land of a

certain  land use i s  lim iting  - it  prevents the 'small man' 

seeing entrepreneur!al p o s s ib i l i t ie s  from bringing  them 

to fru it io n  as there i s  no land a v a ilab le  from where he can 

operate*.

i i i )  power is  invested in The Local Authority to enforce th is  zoning 

act upholding th is  a r t i f i c i a l  state  of a f f a ir s .

The enabling  structure we speak of is  a structure  that allows for 

the generating  of urban fa b r ic  f s  a natural conscquence to the 

e x is t in g  flow . No enforcement is  neccessary to make th is  process 

occur. Zoning is  a negative  force that prevents natural 

developments from cccurring .

JSft
le of the major ideas  that is  upheld by th is  sort of " ind iscrim inate  

separation  of uses " i s  the idea of the suburb. A tract of land 

whose us.3 i s o l e y  resid entia l  is  sp a t ia lly  located away from

the work opportunities . In order to bring together the constituent

i? ‘
parts  of the c ity  then into  some meaningful urban experience , one

f in d s  oneself dependent on personal transport.

Uytenbogaardt ( 1978 : 16 )

non-dissipated form; as  a centra for  m an 's  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and 

social development, a symbol of m an 's  h ighest  a s p ir a t io n s ,n o t  a d is s ip a t e d  

m anifestation  of separata  insular  l i v in g ,  a by-product of the  A partheid  

system.

____

It  is  further  a m anifestation  of the ineouity  that i s  inherent in  our 

c it ie s  with the lower income group being held  in a state  of dependancy to 

the white c ity  for the purchase of their  goods. Th is  i s  dealt  w ith  in the 

p art , The D is a b l in g  Framework. The net result  of t h is  dependancy i s  that 

money flow s  from the poor to the w ealthy , further  entrenching  the  d iv id e  

that e x is ts  between people  in th is  land . Non-accumilation of w ealth  in the 

poor areas means that a state  of non— tlevelopment in these  a ,_eas p e r s i s t s .

-

Uytenbogaardt t e l l s  us that we need to , " shake the mind set which 

produces the u r l iv a b le  and develop a new consciousness  based on man -and 

place  and acceptance of the plural society  " .

Uytenbogaardt ( 1 978  s 16 )



The role  o-F the urban designer  must then be to question  and demonstrate

the u n l iv a b le ,  t h is  i s  the  d is a b l in g  structure  that  p e r s is t s  in  our

c i t i e s .  Having shown the u n liv a ble  he should demonstrate.* the p o s s i b i l i t y

of the l iv a b le

himself then the c it y  w ill  become responsible  for  man

and mutually r e in fo r c in g  re latio n sh ip is  b u i l t  up that with  time



'

SIMULTANEOUS MOVEMENT SVSt£MS 

The previous part d e als  with routes  and structures  that enable . T h is  

part deals  with structuring  that enablement. An ae sth et ic  rcntrol i s  

overlayed on the routes and th e ir  enablement. Movement along ro utes  

organises  the c it y .  Along these  routes  the c ity  i s  exp erien ced . Design  

around these routes can enhance the  experience  of the c i t y .  In the  

network of mutual suppart there  are  many routes that occur c o n c u r r e n t ly .
'

These are the simultaneous movement systems.

Bacon states ,

" The concept of sim ultaneous movement systems provides  an o r g an is in g

p rin c ip le  consistent with the sc a le  and a c t iv ity  patterns  of the  

contemporary c it y .  People  perceive  the c it y  as they  move through its  

The role  of the designer  should b t o  create  an environment conducive  

to the continuous flow  o-f harmonious space experiences .

Bacon < 1963  s 6  >■
I'Jif.'liPr u-i i. w  1 • •• <h;> " > <  ;
The Nature of the Simultaneous Movement System

An outline  of the concept needs to  be considered under three  h ead ing s  

according to Bacon.

1. The Relationship  of Mass and Space.

i)  Space as a dominating element.

i i )  Matter regarded as the product of movement in space.

2 . The Continuity  of Experience .

" L i f e  i s  a flow  of e xp erien ces , an unbroken c o ntin u ity  of in d iv id u a l  

extentions into space and time . . . . “ Bacon fe e ls  that the  urban d e s ig n e r  

role  in the c ity  "should  be to create  an environment conducive  to  a 

continuous flow of harmonic space experierces  on the part  of every  

individual  who r e s id e s  within  i t  . . .  "

Movement is  seen as the  dominant organising  force  in design .

bduon ( 1963 * 6  }

• , .



Movement systems ars the foundation for the three  dimentional desi
What urban designers  do, in B ac o n 's  view , is establish  a track through

space which becomes the actual path of movement for large numbers of

system the higher it s  v i s i b i l i t y ,  the higher i t s  v i s i b i l i t y ,  the  greater

the demand for it s  use in communicating urban messages. Th'* g r e a t e r -

harmonic experience as a person movss over that track in space

the flow the greater tne economic potential for the informal sector

The Relationship  of the Simultaneous Movement C 'n rep t  to the

The problem of design of c i t i e s  i s  given as " the total experience  of

■idividual who it  is  necessary f i r s t  to study v*ry  c ar e fu lly  the b asic

movement patterns in order to lead to the beginnings  of p o s it iv e  and

purposeful movement system s ."  Fa.-nilia : * y  with the c it y  w ill  inform

ates  of speed and d iffe r e n t  rates  of movement, each interrelated  with

he others , and each contributing  it s  part to the total l iv ing  experience on other parts of the c i t y ,  in fluenc ing  growth and other movement systems

The impact o-f the movement system on growth is  the b a s is  For design

The ways in which people move about the c ity  gives r is e  to sequences o* g row th ."  This  gives a

experience , for instance , cars on highways genius  of a designer can be related  to the c ity  problem

Movement systems r e late  to natural and man-m^de typography, the nature

commuter railways and

connection between systems should be places  of special emphasis ar

design  enrichm ent ."  It  is  at the changes of transport mode ie .  from train

B a l i i l ' - -  i
to  Foot that th is  should occur.



Tempo in City  Design

Highways generally  get free  flowing forms that are widely  spaced , travelling  

fast in  a car one only  perceives  the odd th ing , detail  is  a b lu r .  Whereas 

the pedestrian  moving slowly can perceive  alot of detail on the way.

This emphasises the need fcr f i n e  grain  detail  and scale  along pedestrian  

routes. Rapid changes of impressions are  important for interests  sake.

The syatem needs frequent punctuation in the form of focal po ints  and 

symbolic ob jectiv es .

The simultaneous movement systems help to organise  " the design  work of 

many arc h ite c ts  into «» coherent whole and to develop loyalty  to i t . "

" . . . . c o n t i n u i t y  . . . . i s  inherently  p r o v id e d ."  This  can be further  emphasised 

by the use of recurring  themes, for insta nc e , the use of s im ilar  m aterials 

at regular  interva ls  -for the sake of continuity  and rhythm.

Bacon ( 1963 s 8  )

The c i t y  designer , in  p art ic ip atio n  with the c ity  users , is. given the task 

of estab lish in g  the " s ig n if ic a n c e  of ex ist in g  land marks " .  It i s  also  the 

task of the designers  to bring out anc make v is ib le  and le g ib le  the ex isting  

order , the universal order that works for l i f e ,  not the order which is  

imposed by present planning p rac t ise s .  T h is  gives  a d ire c tiv e  to individual 

arch itects ; they get a bas is  on which they can r e late  their  dedign .

'

The architect  then works from a point  of view of design  g u id e l in e s  

that !<e> can put h is  input in to .  The design  input of the  urban designer 

acts  as a guide to the further  design  of the ar c h ite c t .  In 

t h is  way the a r c h it e c t 's  contribution  will be appropriate  to p lace  

Human scale  in the environment i s  regarded as more appropriate  to  human 

settlement than the space requirem ents of technology as imposed by the 

c o u n c i l .I  » council has no strategy  or policy  for dealing  with local 

environment, i t s  controls  are  a ll  broad brush and non- site- specific  

Ur aan designers  can step in nsre  to  a s s is t  in local environment 

control and design .

The w=y in which simultaneous movement systems " f u l f i l l  themselves 

i s  througn the impact they make on the minds and s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of 

the  p art ic ipators  . . . . "  who move through them, " . . . . p r o d u c i n g  

reactions  that are shared by large  numbers of peop le , and -finally 

producing a j i i  state  of mind or area of consensus w hich ,

in turn , produces agreement to move ahead on an extension  or 

enrichment of an idea that many people have shared . . . . "  T h is  

develops into  an envircn.iient meaningful to all p a r t ic ip a t o r s , an 

environment that will  always be cherished  and loved . " T h is  works 

only  if  there are c le a r ,  central channels over which common 

movement o c c u r s ."

Bacon ( 1963  : 8  )
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