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Abstract

This report is a preliminary exploration of the issues concerning traditional
media and weblogs at two points in time. It examines the difference between the
American mainstream media’s utilisation of weblogs during the 9/11 terrorist
attacks in 2001, and the utilisation of weblogs in the hurricane Katrina disaster in
2005. The mainstream media’s response to the weblog form during the attacks in
September 2001 and the hurricane Katrina disaster in 2005 are examined,
together with an exploration of the traditional coverage. It reveals how weblogs
have become a more significant part of disaster coverage by mainstream media in
the United States. These processes and the implications of these changes are
explored for an understanding of how the weblog is altering our understanding of
the construction and dissemination of news for the traditional media institution

in the United States.

Keywords

Weblog Blogosphere
Blogger Agenda Setting
Gate Keeping 9/11

Katrina Mainstream

History News



Declaration

| declare that this research report is my own unaided work. It is submitted for the
degree of Master of Arts in the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. It
has not been submitted before for any other degree or examination in any other

university.

day of , 2007.




To my family
with sincere thanks
for their love and encouragement

during the writing of this report.



Acknowledgements

Many thanks to my supervisor Professor Christo Doherty for his help and support during

the writing of this report.



CONTENTS

Preliminary Matter
1  Chapter 1
1.1 Introduction
2  Chapter 2
2.1 Literature Review
2.2 Theoretical Framework
3  Chapter 3
3.1 Historical Development
3.2 Weblog Technology
3.3 Weblogs as News
4  Chapter 4: Case Study- 9/11
4.1 Weblogs, News and 9/11
5  Chapter 5: Case Study- Hurricane Katrina
5.1 Weblogs, News and Katrina
6  Chapter 6
6.1 Conclusion
6.2 Findings
6.3 The Advance of the Weblog

7 Works Cited

Vi

Page

I - vii

12
12
16
24
24
31
33
45
45
57
57
68
68
68
70

75



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Screenshot taken on 17 July 2006 of Robert Scoble’s weblog-
Scobleizer. At http://scobleizer.wordpress.com

Graph of U.S.A daily newspaper circulation in millions for the
weekday and Sunday editions from 1990 to 2004

Screenshot taken on September 11 2001 of the CNN homepage- at

www.cnn.com

Vil

Page

37

52



