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; _'use in dnmestl@ transpnrt, mdus;xy and pm W_,_ i.vfalsnaa :pajor sourae of-_._,,.._
 gases and sulphiric acid rain theough foseil, ﬁxels"'(mpecmuy coal) DRC, -
-1994) Soum Afiicas proportion.of total primary:commerclal energy wmpﬂom GDE <
o a_'asnmce.that nfﬂxe'vsa,fou:ﬁmesﬂmoﬂapan(zbm) T e

: ‘I’lw minmg and the mdnstnal sectom a'r’é“élsu kéy seotors m the Snuth Aﬁ“lcan eomomy”: o
. : and thns‘they are also mdlspensabla to the rﬁcbnstmuﬁon and developmem ofthe counuy N
Yet, they also g:ve nsa 108 mmxb(er of serious mvxmnmutat eﬁ‘ects. Smo§ Iatez Iast |

Sk century, the xmmng and the bm&manoh __Jaf Oety Of mmerals, in pmﬁw‘!ar E°1d= has

-:' vcmméh mf slmms contmmng ﬂnely mzshed mck and qumd rasxdues contm »mﬂphﬁnc.:_ o
acid., Shma dams easﬂy emde aud are 3 saurge ﬂfsevere water and ﬂust po]lut;om The -
0 .latest laxge apcldenf taok plaee Meimaq 1994; m Memespnﬂt and mvolved the mpnuaj;

R e

- -'-'Coal mmmg also causas adverse emnwmnental nnpacts Nﬁne emp!uyees and nearby
e mmmumues can b&a&‘acterl ‘I‘he locat:pn ofthe ma;er coal depos:ts poses oansidemble
o ‘prqblems for Wat@r qua]rl:y @ast occur m the upper parts of?he mqm‘ nver systems, mr;h
% a8 the Vaa], Ohfauts, Usum, Komau, Pongola and Tugela nvm Su!phunc acld dramage e
© leadsto gl'tﬁind\vater pollutlon. The coaI durmps niso butn over long periods and canlse 8ir - ':
poﬂuﬁon 'I‘he IDRC reports that asbeﬁtoa :sﬁ'an extremely ba.{érdous substame causmg L

- asbestoas, meaothehoma, and lung canoer" (iDRC 199,4 77) Eurfhermure, alI dnseases e
. bave latency periofs & over 20 years 5o that without adequate regords of the health of |
- asbestos numwmizem and nearbymmnumhas, itis ﬁ?ssiblem assngn cause and eﬁ’ect. g0
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genﬂrdtloﬁ t}f waste m gﬁse&us, hqmd andibr solld fom Chmnca} meﬁals, mﬁﬂﬂm@“ﬂ
man rmg mdusmes account fer 20 milhon tom P“ 3’*’“" °f so]i& W

D _tac'_waste-gs a palticular;area ofconcemfbrtlns sgjdy 'Ihe latteg: type waagtg.”m__:_

e espemﬂy senuus mAﬁwan townshlps R.eﬁ!se coilectlon anc! dlsposal sermoes have either

- ::ame to a tml halt or are ma dxsmal mmugg Dﬁmeﬂtlc waste canbe tmdc, for mstance, |
many of tﬁe chemicai pruducts used § in homes are tox[o, hke pestlmdes, medtcai dmgs, el
Palﬂfﬁ, solventsandbattenes(()n’r@gg, 1994) sl T

' o S

’I'h% precedmg paragraphs have demanstrs:te& ﬂla:tthepmcqssaofepgmd&ﬁng a bettet“lifa o
\ f‘or all “ﬂwough the RDP is gomg to pfose i sanaus dlfemina w:th regard to enmmk .- g __: -
o corioems The,much-needed agpnonnc growth could also lead to serious enwmnmental o ) |
de,gradatlom health thraat and illnssses among wurkers and ebnﬁnumnes oXf i theref‘ore e '_ e
imperaﬁve to ensune that emrsronmenta,l and health mrmerxm be an mtegral pa:t of = m
development pulic;es Thls would ensure thaf Snstamable development zs achleved, In el
_ _' _3 ensunng that sustmnable development and»enmromnent :q, anhleved, an Integrated-?:_j_-_- e
S EnviromnentalemganentﬂEIvl)‘appmach 1s vital: Tlmmdlspensablhty ofﬂna appmach_' oA
. appears to have thus far gamed Iatge sugpot’t Far mstamae see llteramre by Ngobese and _' o Ia |
Cack 61995) and the }DRC report (1 994) The IEM must conduct envm:smnental m‘npact '



'-5. Consplmously absent n mnst oﬁ:he mearch isan analyhcal exanunation ufhow saurces af .
__;pollnuon'- envxronmmtal degradat:on and ntha concmmtant ﬂl-health have dlspropothmately;_.-. _,:

- '_-The Iatter quoﬁe iﬁdwates.ﬂlat ﬂmere IIS q;:[ emetgmg but slow ﬁttemﬁan to tha fa@t that ragisnt o
and irziustlce hm also man:fested in: and’charae:teﬂsed the enwronment Invanably blacks, e B
'_ Afncans in pamwlar dwpmporﬁqnatelybear the bn,mt nfemmnmmtal degmdahm andﬂl, _;_.j
- the. conoonutant ill-»health Thére xs also & growing body Dflllserature in South Aﬁ1ca that ! .' .
- echoes'the fatter senﬁmeﬁts For msta.nce éﬁck and chh (1991), Dmnmg (1990), mnc_;_;‘ g
el (1994) amﬂﬂs otherg, '.['h,el‘e are also Enwrmnnentaf groupings under the auspiaes of . -
_;;7_'..?’-5the Environmental Jusﬁus Networld‘ng Fomm (EJNF) that ‘are m{qng & ‘comectior
- between ermmnmental mwes, rane and mjusnce In splte“ofthe latter developmem, bgth

acade:mc andﬂ popular acti‘wty remam emhryamc w:th regard to the concept of':_l e




ami ammals As such thls appmach could be:caken m be nnsanﬂ.nropw agit was faﬂmg tﬁ

i betwee.n emmomnental wsues, race aud Justme onuld be atmhuted 1
tha predommanﬂy tmdmonal and consewatwe e vi I'p ‘_ Th:§ pefspectlw:
facusad excluswe!y o:n the preservat:on of deemesfs areas aud partlcular Spemes ot' plants

. cmphasie the mpartance oflnking th stmggle ogaist socal iustios ud theesploitaion ¢

- '_ of pmi:le w1th the ntmggle agmnst the ahuse of the mwromnent (Cock, 1991) On the V£

othar hand, the ulawlys»eme:gmg mv:mmnental movament and llterature that aees
emvnronmeﬁal zssuas as integral w sbcxal Justlce could b@ aﬂ‘nbuted to tlm altermtma_ -
;-.:_:'_.L.pmgremvepempecuvethathasbesunmemerge:' _ RO ST

. This pempecnve'mewg env:lrnnmeg@ isses as deeply pahucal Im the sense that they are
- embedded in aocess to.power and msuurces in sog;ety (1bld) 'I‘Ins study w:th 1ts pbjectwe y







o _boundm ofthe qu.al gnvemmentwere deﬁned bymdﬂ Iaws am not by logiba! town- e
.: o Planning Pmcedures. As. a result chy areas that contributed rates and taxes were semced o S -
by the. local gmemmmt Commwutzes that weié demed mumdpal ﬁ-anch?se*were the S

- mmns ofenwmmmtal problems" (19@4 58 59) SN -

v The Iaw po 0"“8 m) tw“;“’ m“m‘m Of oot and raclst" a panheld plmnmg and the e

msqm environmental degradation and ilbhealth, For mstance inatlequate or total lack of T

ﬁ L\_elecmqty in b;ack tomsiups haa.meamf Habmng Dfooal and pamﬂin for heat, ugm and R o




mdustms on tﬁedoorstep_._hfblackwmumueshave he Jatr situafion. or
'mstanue, Q& Indlan tOWl'lShlli ofMe:;pbank, near ﬁurban,. 1 "mrmuuded by _twn il -

0 live nearby. urthermaf%,mﬁ‘“@ﬁ ﬁi (1994) notes that the mﬂfm gﬁa

1_13'1987 Umted Churah ofChnst ComnussiononRamaIJusﬁce O
o (UCOCJ) Teport entitled, "ANahonal Regort 6n the Racia] and Soeio-economic Characters

of Connuumtxes Wlth \__s Waste Sltes" was mstmmemal ni’ COIlung the Gﬁw
{Euua:ﬂ (1993) notes that the sfudy was the. first effort to represent a mmprehm%
o mt:onnl aﬁalyms 0f‘the relatpnsh:p between hazardous waste and rﬂcm éome Ofthe-' SO

:"If_._'mstlmpnrtam indings _/thesmdyareasfojjnws

Iughestoom '_ iﬁon ofmmomy ms:dents,



" The S?Boveﬁnmng demunstratcs o comprehersive naure ofthe UCCCJ study and mdwd
N __ thé e t ﬂ]&t mkmumy groups dlspmpemonatefs\hear the cost ofenwronmantal degradat:on' k
'°"-'largdrbacausa of fheir racial atus. ; Bullard. (1993) thiough ks book,’ Confonting .~
" Enviromhentsl Racism Voices ﬁtmi the_ Grassroots“ further poplﬂansed the.notion of . o
:"_i'..‘emﬁro::mental raclsm and uyustlce and’ exﬁefgmee nf epmnmeiﬁal y..st:c:e mevanent:?'_f: S
_ amongnunontygroups, partwulariyamong Aﬁcan-Ammaans | ST

=

. : Bullarﬂ (1993) be]ieves that z'ace is at tha oore ofunderstandmg the US sﬁciety and mdeed_ g . ::'
1ts mmm problems People ef cnlﬂm,ﬁ%hcan-Amancam, Iaﬂnus, Pamﬁc _- .j



mst;mtlons af soc'etles Racnsm i more_than JI.ISt a::“'
o insunmonalisedformofﬁmt,mﬁri (UCCEL 1937 p,x),quoted mLee(1993 41)

| Hrz nnportant _' " | g




ching, Infaa."mqseﬁndmgsmmcmetheahmaumnpdﬁeﬁmﬁmofmmpumm g \
hatrabtsm mdtherefnreenwnnmentalramsm" mmmntamedﬂ'lruugh ‘_'__'__insummm It

ﬂmsaﬁndu@couldbeﬂlmmtn@forthzs researchparﬁmﬂaﬂyvﬂmthefactthat
mordmgta “?‘? new n'itenm constitutmn e\rerybody hasthe nght to a h thy envunmnent U
s taken' into. coglysang& Huwever when juxtaposed mﬂl the culren msnmhdnab —
ramework pettaining to fvironmental ssues it is doubifil if the nght wahedity &
,mronment can-be enSu.red Vanous hterature note that legﬁlatwa and admmmtratwe L g |
nechamsrns regardmg maﬂagement arefraught wnth smuus;problems. For {} 3 I
ﬁﬁsmﬁﬂtaﬂon, tack. of transparcicy, inadequate inspestoratéleiorogment aneﬁ7." R
ome : of the most senous legisla,twe and adnnmstratwe problems besettmg env:romnental -
nmaganent,mkcml(lm)andsme(lm) SRR T

teL | .. ﬂndlngsandtha 1attgf 1s5uesinSouth Aﬁ'wa dmnonstmte
%ﬁs partammg ta enwmnniental justxoe can not be @dregsed adeqUately wrtheut_ aﬂ'-..
m!ﬂaﬂon ﬂf the institutional ;&mnmoﬂc relatmg to and: govmmg m irdhmental

nanagement It is ther"eﬁ:re agamst tuis background that focus cm leglslguve R

nsp:ta of the appa!mt lack of ;usuoe ﬁgy the US e:mnnmental leéxslau_ '_ _rmnonty - - F
nvn'onmental gmsroots mobihsaﬁonhasmnﬂnuedtqchallmge mwromnentalmmsmaud =~ k - AE
uushce. Byllard (1993), notes that this. grassroots mob:hsatmn is dee'ﬁy anc:hored the _' o ﬁ
madmstrugglgforsomauus“c@. LeemBmlardre:taratestheIattsrpomtﬁmhm "_Wxgha_"’ LT .
ng traditaon of connection to the land, concenhqutha uahmal ‘world, -atid struggla o ol
ocial - fustice, people” of colo(u)l‘ are beginning to- restructure and redefive owr B
ndsrstandmg ofemaromnentabsm (“mssgoota actmsts ofmlo(u)rare denwndmg that @ ]
i muon address many ofthe critical 1 issues ofour_ e, i _uding housing, emplognnent, RN T i;
ublic health and selfdeteminanm"(lggs 51).. The notion of “environmental jostios®,
as, also popldansed by the @tober 1991 First Natnonal People ofColour Envﬂamnental R :

oMot S, whers “e"’g“m sdopled the Prncpe of Eovionmentl foses® ~ - |

. _?



g *Buuam (1993) Over 650mssroots and namnal laadafs fmm asl 50 states, m‘msm af"

Columbla, Pueto Rlco, M@uco and thq Mamhall Islands a{tendsd the smmmt. :
- ' Fmtlmnore, deleg&tes ﬁ'nm peopla of qnlour e.omprlaﬂd, envzro'imnal actmstﬂ, Gl\t;ﬂ | B B
- :nghrs ndvocates, tr“ade. maionist, ﬁmnwmkers Sc:enusts env:rdnmental lawers, and Y SR

X . the enwomnental and social cnsts{iﬁ Eenef 51

. . the pammlarly problematm fonns hfemronmental pnllutwn mmadﬂng on w““““m“‘*_"“ | s
" ofcn}our sucfa 18 hazardous and snhd waste, alrpolfl-lmﬂ, mﬂlm wasba, Pﬁs““de’:_- B

-'-,,, e.r_. ( .

. anﬁ'l&ad polaomng

Bu!laré’ (1993) notes that the .smmm:t seNed to °ﬁape an- mclnswe emironmnt ogs | |
_.-fanu also served to strengthen and empawer gressIoOts laaderb* and bmld a broader

- mulﬁrau;al enwmimental and soclatJustlee network. The Idaa ot' the US enwronmmtal a B N

o Justlce movement anchonng :ts struggle within the brnader stmggle for polxtical and sodal. v |
g Justﬂ'-e 1spartamlaﬁy illmninahng and relewant for the purposes of tlus study Even thpugh'- - o
 South Aftica is presently in transition, nevertheless sacio-economic: legmy of aparmads"' o

) soclaiangineenngsﬂil pers:st For mstaneethe tate ofukmployme:ﬂ among blacles is l-ngh '

- &t 66%; 7 n:nlhon people five in squatter camp Squalﬂl‘ 23 1m!lion lack elecmcxty, 1() mm“’“ : o o
- peopls lack driking water at o and 15 millon fack sam;:atwn, Time Jnpornational, |
= .-...-_Apl‘ll 25, 1994 No 17, It would therefore be if%portant w exatnine’ hﬁW 5"335"00“ -
= actmsts mtegrate enwmnmentai problems 'ﬂ“" thejr bmadef stmgg]e for bamcf and o e

| thelatterpo;gmgntsltuaﬁondesmbed L -; e -_ : ,



.f:rhe issue: quwiromnmmx mmsm"md anjusﬁce and the"shallenge: of g atier
N emnromnent& jusﬁne movament in the USA pmwdm Lllmnmatmg and relevant 1wsnns fnr
o Suuth Aﬁina,, paméldariy tha ’black cannnunitles as they have, hlstmcaily tisen the wcums
- : _bfpmwe mmst»poﬂmes I—Iowevér th1s study is ngt obhvxous to the ﬁct th.at sikmﬁcm o
suoml, cultural and polmal dr&érenoes remain hetween both coutries. Ne\rermeiess, s

Th:s!nﬁsaamh has employed 8 caswtudy method, by 'Ionlung at 'Alexandra '%ownshxps _
e ’caoaesonomxc andingleed enmmumental degradauon a4 mdlcation of‘tfm prevalence uf" N
enmnmmtal racism and mjusuce »«'\A:t,mm tom d:ﬂ-’ermt aocml movemmts and
: .cqnnnumty leactem ﬁum Alexandra wnll al%o ﬁmﬁ an,mtqgml part nfﬂne ‘case-study vathf
.+ the primary sim of lsratig the emergeice of  new snvirémenal paradigu: hat takes
i -'-_:f;' social Jusme as a ocre compnnem gfenﬁmmnemahsm Funhermore, theue acnwsts and
._ aonnnumty Ieade:s ‘nave t:-een mcarporated in the. case-study to dispiay the gxtem ef E
2 grasmota mobmsaﬁon \mth regard m 8 quas“t for emﬁromntmtal gusuca and*'_* al Social

e Alexandrd 'townshxp has been choseu as a' casmdy due 'ta bnth lpgtﬂtlcﬂ ﬂﬂ& TS
o : 'epmtagalogml cnnmdemtmns. me:mity ofﬁlmndm was a:me oﬁhe magor factors that -
o .mﬂuancad my dqcismn to cl:nase it asa. g@agrapluca! area. offo?eus Si‘i:n' thns atudy Lig,ked B E JRIDN
ot tha Iatter pomt i thef'act that, therefare béomme of;td“clasenees transport expenses have S
o been aﬁ‘ordable This e crucial consideratlon as there are seneus ﬁnanclal pbnsﬁ-mnts R
e mﬂtrcgard tn undertalungaremch pro;eet. ' o e

Ny, C‘ : C . L _;i'_"' o :T‘_'__._.oc - \

RN

Ag far 2s eplstemalogncal canmderatm@ ane concemed Aléxandra_. qin --m&ﬁ? cmp ecta v :
" ;mprescn;s a' dlassical case of eawnronmmtal degradatxon coup!ed with serious- mmo-
a : mmm@mblm such as a lugh rata of uuemployment overcrowdmg, tack of huusm& - -

1ack oflami and ﬁ severe shortage ofpmwslon ofbasnc semces such as wﬁme removal,




_f.:' '_J;_-'"i_'i'_comprxsing pemnal ancl niograplncal fotmatmn for all the respundefrxts On the oﬁaer
j_‘”_hand, the Othel' part of the mterwew is mstmctured in ghe sense that a@nnety at'mﬁonnants o

| “as adaphableand ﬂexible, B@ll (1937) Furtl'iermore, thsy pmvnde "gwaterrdepﬂf' F' s
s Frey (1994 : 365) and they can “produce a wealth of data, Bell (1987 :72), Indeed,_ k Sl
B _f’the,;ntemew mathod‘hns enabled meto fa{éham and pmbe espemally respondenta whoare\\z \\\\
- sgill and used to be mvolved in Gammumty s‘tmggles and bruadar pohﬁcs, abaut tl‘letr past o
- '_mvolvement and ta see ho%e thetr past expenence coulrl pnssxbly shape then- acuvnsm o
B :' parhmlarly w:th regard o env;mprjental Justlce and broafler socnal_;ustwe - e ol

Th% m&pling methnd mlployed m thls tveseamh has lﬁrgely fallen w:tlun the framewark of o
" nom-probebily sanpling, . ‘Ths sampling method ingludes any method in wluch e o '":f
',' :'?elemn:s nrthe poptﬂatlonhave unequql chgncemfbemg selected Daoley (1995) i



i :oweve;-, purposrvg sampmm h,as bem.the mam and the Spemﬁ&_ _e-:ofnon-pfababthty
" . dampling method chiosen or his study. “This type bF sdmpling basicaly rofers to when, "8 -
i -researcher nhooses a pam::uiar group [ plgcé’ta studybecause 1tgs kuown to be ofthe type o

., .'fhﬁtns wantad" McNeﬁll (1989 39) Indeed mthecase of thlé’ smdy partwular ms ondents - e
B ‘ have been dehgerauvg chosan hecausa ofcenmn charaatensﬂcs andthus theirxelevarmeta

This res?mdent fmm the SACP Alexandra branch was ehosen b A ae : ﬁ long istory
;f'"_j‘__ntf polxtféal activism partlcularly in Ale:mndra ' Furthermore, it Was jmportant to fithom
" how SACP at local level integrates the otion of environmental Justtce mto the bmader
. " notion ofsomal JUSUG‘G. Aﬁerall the pnnmples oi’the SACP are aimed at the poorest segtofg |

o '.Of the oonnnumty, mcludmg the workers The SACP natlona!mauthor dfthe IIhRC‘ L

e Aﬁ-icanNatw;ﬁ’l Cangress (1\ C), Alexandta counsellor, NorthEastem Metrnpahtan L
:"_'_.o Subbsmmmgs) sy T e e TR ff S
. Themspondam;rvaschosan because of his Iong history ofpnhucél mvalvememandgenerbl
cnmrrmmy stmggles in Alexa.ndra. Equally m:portant 1s tha fact that the .ﬁgleamndm 1s _‘_:_'. S
aamdemambeoneafmc-smngholds S LR

. - Almadra Propertyand Housmg Asmation (ALPHOA) |

. '_ 'fhe cheir petson of shm civic association in Alexandra was alscs chnsen hecauae of his long
T'_"_'_'__-'.'-mvnlvement in conmuuuty fssues and stguggles, pa:hculm‘ly stmggles around land ané
. bousing,. This dimension is pa:ucutarly relevant for the study s one amﬁd see hmff such o
_‘_'.'f.issues aremteg'ated in the broader msues ofthalmng enwrmammt. S @ A

.




. AlexandraEnwmmnent Protect:on Group co-ibundar gl LA
aiaturaﬂy"'__:ﬁm_"_'a.f:persnn is d:recﬂy mlevant t;o tlus study as Alexarm Emronmemaf SN

sl

"‘_\f . Lo . !"-'»_::'E"_:"
...:{:. . )

e Group for Emiromnm:al mmtormg (GEM) WasteProject Ca»ordmator‘

B .M o

Hawaschesmhecmse ofh:a mvolvementm :he reﬁxsa ramoval buainasshe mujdgwe
m-e mﬁmned ms:ght mth regard ta waste problems and uther enwronmmtai problems in

Mexandm Furthmmore he also haS& 10118‘ history °f qaxmnumty iﬁvolvehient m

Alexandra.

Protsctmri Group is an exampl; ofa grassmots en\n@mnent?l gruup mspﬂﬁe Of ﬁle fact th‘“'»

o _' it ls aﬁll mnermg dlﬂif'-l]&les mth rega:é becommg a ﬁﬂly-ﬂed ged, operahonai _:. -
e .grwp'-', CE
poncepmahses_mmmnmtahm EWGII the: Somo—esononnc anﬁ aﬁm mm mféﬁn
whxch Y emerges ﬁ'om Fl;ﬂ!mmore, s co-founder the_ respondent has & long histgry ufl. -_,5. s

¥ .U

mgamSa:hon Itwﬂsﬂ&ereforenﬁpm‘tamtofa J' owagmssroatsen

. mmara Gommmuty Radio Station- enwunmantandhealth presenter SF OEi
It was re!evant tointemewaa-espondént ﬁmnthis nmv commynity radio stataon, hecause
cammumty ragho stat:on are bmmd to fonn 4 wre nuelws\-of the connnunity s-acm-

economic; pahti& and cﬁlt&'al ﬁbre anddnscaurse 1t wast ore impottant

huw etmrommntal issues m dissenunated to the: conunumty
Expaﬂ respandeata ‘Ihese are those respondents ﬁnm anvnrunmemal research and lqbby

o

'Ihm respondent was chosen tn give an expert 0pml0n on waste and geneml env:romnental
1ssues and to fathnm thns urgamsatmn discoursa and- appmach to emronmemahsm Tfus

s respondent was chosen premsely fram this oi‘gamsanon bec&use of 1ts extenswe commmuty

' mvolvement




E strong feehngs abuut the sa,lbject G:van the ahnost mwtahﬂ:ty of‘bxas assa,mated thh tlns "
_' B strategy, 1: is clear that 1t is dlﬂicul‘t m ehnﬁnate it mmplebely how’éver, the cmiy ?mm thm‘
. can be gwen w:th regard tn th:s study is t’hax evety eﬁa% was made tﬁ avo:d the hkehhoad

In addmonto inbemews and ﬂle study ofpnmary and s&oondary somees, ﬂus reseamh also
m’iﬁsed partlc.lpmt ohseﬂraﬂon, by attendmg worlcshops (see P 55), amund the issues that




.j -_"s \ (I)-_Every person shalt have the 'ught tu equahty h!:fare_the law.aném equa1 pmtect;nn;__ ER

. (2) No persons shall be unfauﬂy dtscrmunated agamst dirpctly or mdaactly,.and, w1tho
s derogatory ﬁrom tha generahty ot‘tius prov;smn, on ofie or more ofthe ﬁallovnng grounds

m pamcular race, gendar sex, ethmc, or sncial ongm, colaur, smmal omntgum age,
o diabiy, rehgm, cﬁmmenee, hehef;: culuma or Ianguage Gﬂvemment Gﬂzzette SRR

ff'. _"_"(2sf01{1993) S




ion ,ana po]imes Por instance the 1913 Land Ar.t, the 1926 Nauve Trust

-'Iand Act the 1950 cn@upA:easActand vm‘ihus upﬂu& contmlpohcles andpass laws v

. and pohcles in thalatter areas have had detnmental envlromnem‘.al, health 500131 eﬂ"ﬁ%

| '_.:l_.__mc (1994), IDRGreisort (1994) Koch etal(1994) "Humelandq" eomprasedamere 'j_-f | -:f';f-




area the dnest (all afare mennonf-d areas are ﬁmnar homelands") Koch et al vmdly
N mm ﬂ“& ﬁpmheid engineemg that has heen d%cnbed" "'Borders batweeh "whm" :

The RC report ﬁlrther ﬂlustrates the pmgnant repemussmns nf’ 'aparthend sc.mal

engmeenns onthe enwronmmt and peopleshealth South Ai‘nca haslost some 400 mﬂhon . ,;
_-'tons uf top-soﬁ eacll year for the last dedh.da Howwer, the sltuahon ln ‘the fonﬂﬁr =
4 homelands is more aenous smce they are charactensed by poor Iand pohtxcally enfuree&
B ’overpapulanon (by 1985 it-was bt about 14 milliof people in13 % of the ‘country), gad
_' poverty.. Itwaslargeﬁrby poli‘tmal design, mthe m'eatwn nfbantustans,ﬂmtblacks ware
generally gwen land that had pnoﬁ sml qualzty vath low mi emtic ramfail Lomparecl ta




_mpa;or m_ﬁke Nataf an& the Cape ﬁwa dfthe h&n‘rﬁ homelands reg:stm@ fopu!atmn
- flensities of .1 arablehectamjparsox;. Whereas mthnlatter it avemge& 2.5 hectaresi
: persqn. Furthenmre, the B)RC repor!t iotes that b :_fse smf ernsion is & commton feamre
: of farmr humeiands and given. the alnmted afmount of land at the disposa} ot‘thé people m'_'__;___.
- | tlw hnmélandssod ernsmn clearly robs the people ofmnre useful fand. - In addtﬁon tothe. o B
‘- Infter probiems, madequate uwestmen} in Water sugply and Sazutatmn int the hamelands has
_j_=fed t@ reliancs on polluted water m the m’m Tlua problem is respntisxhle to & eertam 8
< extent,for the high incidents of llinesses in the rutal areas"of the homelends. During .-
I drougins, the formar hmnelandsohxﬁ‘er more ﬁom acuta shortage nf‘water_ than m omer_f; :

abave pmgraphs though depmtmg i rural acenaﬁu nevertheless, clea:ty demonsttate how: :
' apartherd social erggmeemg thmughﬂw “hornelands" polxc;es and its oonconutant pmble:ns"" 3
“lof overpqpu[ahon and landiessniss, have led 1o environmentﬂf'degradauon and llchealth "2
'Hmver dlearly absent ﬁ'om most of thi Iterstur zrwest:gaﬁng the adverse effents of o "--
partheld on the env:ronmant 15 2 speclﬁc analyucal exammauon of tha ramal and socxal S
djmﬁnsmnofeﬁmmnﬁi’*ﬂl degradatmnandxll—healm é 3 TR
-.Neverﬁlelesss the latter observatmL does not nnply that the comept 6f enwonmental L
| _"':'mmsmandmjastmexs precludedﬁombmgernpioyedmafofedescxibed samatmns oftﬁe
- "hofhelands", The  dorcept of environmental racism and injustie i mdeed apphcable 2 the ﬁ_ F

o vastmajuntyofthepopulatxon%fformsrhmnalandgm‘ehﬁim o a AP i.
e - e e SR R

Also mdzcatlveof’apartheid Saclal eng:reermgandplamungts Snuth Aﬁmas "w}ute" LA
Iandscape Fmﬁemore, tlm Iatter aparthmd urban piemnmg has alsn gwen nse to=-_"*__;: PR
" environmiental racism, ‘Tht s, blacks residential aress’ plmmmgrmsbeea“f:_ espiiped by

:.aparﬂmd's racmt dqgnm These re.s:denhal areﬁs Were ﬂot provlded vnth ennugh basnc- .




sm‘vwes-aud-mﬁ"am“mra liiwthos& pmwdedto'whxte residen e
the latier sentiments s abovnd. South Afoan cities; a6 pamuular hertage of apanheld
L Whmh t:r.eate& duahsm, IDRC (1994) Mabm (1992},& notes that the doch:me nf aparthad o
. —--.:f._ ‘ha.shéen "'._j _' :"lyboundup mthurbamsanon Infam‘., Mabmemgipysthamncept qf :

pen pjleraﬁzatron nf tt:e b]agk popuiaﬁon und long dxslac:at:on betwqen rasaéerwe and SRR

tban aparﬂteld“ | Smlth (1992), ot 'that'the adtmmstmtwe stmcttwegf Souﬂl A&m
o 'mueu reveafs a nompiemty Eeﬁtﬁhg the' 'dmded snmety oP agarthe:d ’I’h:s racr.st -;:_
W ‘d’evel%ﬂkgwm and adzruq;straﬁon of black townshaps can ba traced to the Natlve Urban : B
. Aress Act of 1923, which set aside separate areas (townsfips) for oocupation by ABican <,
s people.. IheGmupAreasAﬁtof 1950 complemented tinmbycreaﬁngsegamtegroup areas
" fo whites, Tndiar and “coloureds",. Acsordingl, lflocalauthorfies were racillybosed,
Fomnswnoe, ‘she passmgafthe BIackLocal Amhnmzemct in 1932 created aﬁ;ny-ﬁedgea-f.-j_-_.? - 7'5'_:'3
' loal autloity systeniClor Afrcan areas. - On-the other hand, Indian and "colowred” had
" advisory management conuiitter systerts, wmch i ffec vely fell mder the pohucal and .
:_adnumsu'atwe responsibﬂ;ﬁy ofWhrteLacal AuthOritles (WLA;, pL.ANAbT(ms) P
;--..IIWaﬂabb’s .Black Local Aufhbnt:es were: ﬁnar?ma]ly mcapacltated to ensmve ap"___-n eid L
urbamsatmn. Loca! antlmnty boundanes we.re demarcated 8} suah a way that magor} W o :
.mdush‘ml nﬂmng and cannnemal centms wara excluded ﬁ‘om the jurisdic ction of Blac] e
- Lodal ‘Authotities, (itid). - ‘This ﬁnanmal unvlah:hty of the: Black Lacal :Au - 'nt;es vl
. ._ Wﬂedltsmabﬂﬂytopmwdebamm&aatmctuxeandsemees e el i




. The phesmenon of rapd increase of it setfemerts s
“-'b“’“d"" G"nm_vf m'bamsatlon in saum'-___' cording to.

’I‘he cen;tral preoccupanon ofth:s chapier 1s':'_": &mﬂstrate that qpaztﬁexd generallyfanﬁ
urban plannmg spec:ﬁaally is central to axpla!mng mm'_; ental mcism aﬂd m.iﬂstlcam
S?uth Aﬁ‘xca, Infuct, env:ronmental raclsmand Imustxcea:e not mnSr aconé’éuence or;n L
) Omamlanofthefomf’bmrhe Jreanmhgrentfeaturenfapmheldurbahplm B ;' S

: 1987 United Church ofChnsts c;»mnussmforaacmusnces study demonstrated o
"the emsteme of ezviror j'j ramsm and mjusuoe by ﬂhlstmhng how tomc waste ls
'_ dumged near poor tmnonty commumtles, in pam::ular Aﬁ-:camAmencans However thts
studg,r contends that m South Aﬁwa, enwmnmeﬁzal mc:srn and xq;ustma da not nnly .
- 5 thite gh{| dumpmg of was‘zés mpec:ally tcnuc waste near Aﬁ-acan




j-_ﬁWhue supre:numst 1denis wh»ch undetpumed the Naﬁona]xst goveqnneﬂ!'s mhams&tmn B
palicy, particularly the so-called *Grderly urbssisation” a6 erystallsed in the 1986 White f
-__._jlyﬂpefonUrbmusaﬂmwamedmmmAmcanurbadsauonﬁﬁﬁrasposﬁbh The |
corollary was thﬁt ‘aven yihen and where urbavidation was allowid proper. plariing, *
" inadlequate.infastrocture and besis servioes siers the result, thus keeping i line’ with
o aparthmd pnnmplas For mstance, baslc semces hke the prowmnn *nf pmper hpuseé and

- enoughland Wﬁrelacl?gg \ SR el

A

ol 8w

i.IDB.Cetalrmteratas thelatterpomt, “‘Apmhmdlu'bmp. .- PR LT
. forsidsaccording o rece, a“f-*wms for the provision ofmforwr semees in black areas" oG
L eed:s9), Suchaaiﬁmmhasfammﬂg repermnssmns,forﬂ\elivmg »
thehealth oitﬁeconmmmtxes T e R N PR g

mmoﬂ ms’ as well #sa shortage vaegmmgfm pertbun mvimnmmt.}} nmmn o
mlch asﬁltéﬁnga:rmdwaten imd provxdmg hab‘tatsforbn‘dsandmswts,( h‘”" _Thelatter o
. sifustion has other ﬁmeachng env:r@nental and somal health consequmw w:th

-_'-'negauveeﬁ’eotsonmnnnmuﬂas._f Dl e T el SR

Foruwtance due tolackofsucl’iv @‘i‘\s whmh also couldused aspla.ymgparks”_'_'/

| .."chﬂdfm%theY end up Phyﬂﬁlm L ;lilnﬁ;zﬁ, which are in fact mmmonplacem back- o
townshnps Thm could be dangerous fdrrbhtldmn s there s oﬁen toxac substances, aven ) 3. ”
those: that are used donwsucaﬂy “For mstanee chertical products stich 8y pesnmdes, e
3 -:;-Jmedmal dm&& Pamt splvents and battenes are toxic substances that ahound in’ domshg M
-~ waste. In fact stories delcatins he fatter contenion Rave beer documented inghe media - .

v

Lo to . extent. Ib_g Simdgg Tm_es, (5 Deoember 1933) reported a stoxy o doctor etoein .

o P
Y




%ahlets ﬁﬁ-bmtxés and ﬁxrgcides are L senous health nsk sf taken by people %ﬂlout
:j_:infectmns or are senmﬁvetothe drugs mde e.ﬂ’bcts Thay mduce the body’s abﬂrwto ﬁght
i *’;d:smmdoﬁmhave tomcr:ﬁ‘eﬁs, r;md) Thepmblem ofumspansible dutping oftaxic. ?_
'-:mé“chcal ymste near commutities is i fhct more- wide. sprend° than this molated mcident. A
- ere 40% of registéred medlcal and demtal pmunt:nners and prastices are nsmg proper
. .pmcedure{@ft}lspasnl, (ihld) e T e

prnbtems in Alexandra In fact, one the magar cwm mgamsatmns m Alex, @leu:andm Land
"_ _._'.;j.'_:"'md Properﬁyb Owgers% ?Assocwﬁon (ALPOA), con*ends that Alex can. mt be
S enmfi dally sumaugabxeun!esmoughrdis prcmded together with basic mceshke
enough tgﬁ]ﬁs, stonnwatﬁr drmns and pr@ger ssmtano{n, muong others 'Lack ofennugh

5’-:":--72"“‘“*“‘“““"‘*’”“’"&"1’51*% ﬂtﬂnfhemkvfﬂxexusmnver

L '_'_Many bla%k to»gnalups have unuanad' thads wmclr,"mbmed with madequate storn water "
3 _ and dramase semt‘-ﬁs, fead to soil e _'sxon apd ity attendant problems The bmld-up 6f -
o .uncultected wasmwuts in floods, an charinalhng ofwa&r whxch mcreaaes the ei"nsmn df

" _raads andﬁoil, IDRC et aL Furthermj Cﬁonstmhun methuds qsed by developem in low
| tmst housmg pro,lects hav&lﬁxrther addl o land degradation Gﬂen an m'ea of land mned

' o for low cost housmg is rsleared of al! vegetatmn and graded ﬂat, before constmctmﬁ begms C o
| L Thxs rem,ﬂts m a Ioss ot"tcp sml, and a“m increase m erosm. It also creates an mhospltable ‘_ | rs o
- ¥ and unhealthy env:ronment forms:den S5 wzth mcreased ]evels ofdust mthe au; (‘b:d) R

-u_- C y f '\a-




sawerage andreﬁxsemovai mmwmngmmmmapmd ofawhome inﬁchcns,
~the more seriotis of w}uch are, Iuhen:allesxs, pugumonia, and ‘measles. R gumoma T the
o rf. ' ' second mast pmvaleﬁt capse afdhild death m th& wnrld, whule n%e&sles mzthe. third Iawsun
B “(1991) Furﬂ:lﬁnﬁnre‘; avgrcmwdmg also puts & fgmm basle sarvim tims“leuding o a-: :
ﬂle ma:umum popnlatmn that can be sgppn%ted mdeﬁiﬁtely in " gwen @abltat wrthout-_ B
petmanenﬂy !mpa!ﬂﬁgthe pgéductmbr uf the ecusystem upon wluch 'thé?t p _'
B d@andent, has farthei mmmnﬁféntal and heslth 1mphuat1ms, Wﬁﬂe end Whitney (1992) P

| ._-._-::Simﬂcant ameunts ofair _ llﬁtlon in ﬁﬁ'man townshlps .us alsu mdxcauva cftgnmadeq%ate
o Fft\fallabillty ot‘ baslc fsemcas ltke electnclty Thl& m turn is &ue ta apartheld plarmmg aud e
- -f“"ha‘g"a“"“ d'sm Lack o glecmgy has éncouraged co;mnumties fo ube coal and

o "wmd a5 damﬁﬁe ﬁ.rel However, mﬁustnai processes anﬂ automohues are also W S
o 5ources efaﬁ' polluuom ‘The ar&asofwors’c air pnllutmn in South Aﬁ'ma mclude Memb mk et
: -.(ﬁufb&ﬂ), Cape ann, the Vaal Tnangiﬁ, S,Qwetn and oﬂmr Aﬁman tow:xslups”_'- Gauteng, ERITE
© " ‘Howeyer, mrpglluuonisrstdehomesiSJus;asheal eshrggisnin a&aifbolluttonﬂmwmuf

o '.outslde homew hﬁae fo%sil-ﬁnal vehiﬁgs ppses a partxmﬂar heal;h nska"smae petml comams




“thh regard to 'a:r pnllutmn that nmﬁﬁé homes, at least one nnlhon peupl&:mly on

. aoal far mukmg and heaung aml are potenﬁally at nskﬁ'ém lngmevels ofmdoor pallutidn.
Reoent studles havaibund expusuresto pmﬂctﬁate mattef’fé’be aeveral times h:ghet than

healthgtudehnesaﬂow This m:pﬂsfﬁéhasbeend:rectlyassociatedmthahlghmcldenceuf

T respwatory lllness, whlch is. the second Pngh¢st cause afmfant mortahty m South Aﬁica,

| E)RC »"'f 64) Fwthennore, an' pnllutnon munitormg and cmﬁrol“ e&orts in Suuth Aﬁ'lca Kf

have \nat,'tg:c Qaﬁe, be&n focused on persdihal exposures, ven thwg,h thls is the mast e

. o accumte mdtcator afnsks ta puhhc health Moreover, manﬁucal auﬂmntxes do mt have . ':_ EE

waste dzsposal fanihtles is veay madequata and mconstategr,, *laﬁs has lad to a srg,latit‘: _
where residents %Spose ofwaste m any available Tn ' ,é‘umuéed la.ud and wen dn streef |
comers In fact ‘the Intter descﬁbed sm.!aﬁan s 'miﬁnf\onplaoe i Alex Lawsan (1992}
_ notesthatsomstmetsmAlexarebaardedbygmagepﬂes%me&esmgh Childxera |
¥ are ,mt the 0nIy nnes whq endup b g ctéd by playmg in these unoontmlled sites of ) '
wasta Adults. mpeﬁalbr ‘women. nﬁm scavenge these dmnps R.eﬁusa«re!ated dtsease& C \\
mc'hlde dlseases camed by ﬂles and :ats, as well as rat bites, poisqrﬁng and izguneS, ( lbzd) _
| I!Iega.l dumpmg of mste, aspeclally hazardous Waste, by industnahsts m Dﬂler PR
enﬁ-epmneurs also wmcerbates the problem ofwaste and xts cgncomxtant health hazards
Most; ofthe respondenta in tﬁe study noted that the Juskel fiver i oﬁen mundated with
hqzarduus waste from. nearby mdusmes and w}ute suburbs Industnes and nearby ‘whlte '::. o
res:dents also dump n open spaees hear the Alex comgpumw Mmeover, inclustnes lacated ' L
near townslupa ware o&en responsible for to'uc eﬁluem: and N f‘ons, extendmg the q
burdens of watef ahd air polytion, Group for Etvironmentsl Monitiying (GEM) (1994). - ER
- The Star (Februaty,ﬁ 1992), repGrted an incident of flegal and dangelous dumping in m@, : _‘ '_ |
by & truck ﬁ( aqu . cgme from w;mg% mdustnal aren,” Ft&een chlldren 1

i



-..med!cal tmatmant aﬂ:ar they suﬁ‘er@d-smous' nhenncal burns due 'm a substanoe _mlled
- Xlok “The report frther highlghte the dangerous nature of Xy, It couid peneme soﬁ:f
'ussue, cause rﬁplrdtoryﬁﬂurekdlead tocancerandtomcdemem (:bid) PN I
;The smng of waste dlsposal srtes has also been £ viv;d vind:ﬂaﬁon of e practme nf' "
:-enwmmmntal raclatn and mjustme '.[here is an iﬁcreamqg hogy of lsterature whxch hasfi'f__ Ly
_;'hlglﬂlghted the sm:mg of lanc!ﬁll sies. next to: poar cmﬁtrmnmes wiuoh in most cases: are
Aﬁwan. Cock and Kooh (199;1), IDRC (1994), are soma of the htemture that have |
o hlghllghted such pracgice Even lobby groups and nomg__" ernmental orgamsatmn hava
N focusedanﬂ’fe ental recism and injustice dimensic of this practice tance
the Group for E enial Moritoring. - Envi

._ {._r The mm boym whwh mé m the\\\EQSO‘s have also bonmbuted w the maﬁmty oflncal :\. | : : | | :_
_.gnyemmem to pmvide swcea such as reﬁ:csa removal Alex res:dems were also ai the 5 1
f"reﬁ‘ont of ﬂus___cgmpmsn I-Iowaver, the rent boycctt ca:npalgn was?m fact a pOhtmal . o -
o strategy by’_':”":'mﬁmmues 1o register their d:ssatmfacnon towards the low and sub—standard o -
B and in some cases unavailahxhty of essent:al moes hke reﬁlsa collectxon. Fllnhem re,_- : - e
- --the campﬂlgn was. also broadbr a;med at exposmg the ﬂ[egltmof nnposed Black Lacal- - : .

A"‘th""t‘es PR S F e EATLTNE R S TS HAPIC S SIS

r-.-

Thts chapter was mmed at demonstranng that centrai‘ 0 understmdmg mmm = o
) 'raclsm andl m;ustice in South Aﬁzca, is. the notion and prachne of apartheld planmng and o R '
urbamsaﬂcm w}uch soughttothwa:tany 3lgﬂlﬁcant permanent setﬂement ofAﬁ-lcansmthaf o
. so-called “white“ urbatt South Aftiea.” Furthemore, the latter pracnca was erem]y I
. pmblematlcwﬂhregardtotheheahhthngenmmmm healthofthese A S

AE Lawsom Wntes, “Thruughoat t!ns century, 2 e entra! conm oftha mlmg wlute--_" L
govenunent hasheento prevent black urbammgon Thelegacyom polidy < se._._ L :.. - -
dﬂgl'aded, overcrowded black urban amas tsthe dora ofthe urban enwonmentai dflsis m'- EER
SoLthAﬁicatud A (1991 47) S j B




ol tha.s also been demnnstmted how the denml, or the pn:msxon of'poor standardg. of

essent:al semcas like elecmmty, sewerage, sg:onwwaiar dramage systems, land s;iaoe,

"; - . samtauon and reﬁlse ooﬂectlon anddmpusal facilifies has Ted o in most cases mmﬂmmgss
_clnldrensu&‘edngﬁ'om diferent dxseasesmdotherhealthproblems, o

In south Aﬁ'ica, the relannnsmp Betvween m‘*m cIass i meuctncable Whttes have used B
:__thelr polttical pnwer 1o engender theu* ecmomm power Furthermore, it could be argued . R
“that mtum econoic pawer has beeu used to remﬁarce thelr pohtlcal puwer On the other RAPRAL
ha:nd Aﬁ‘xcans have iﬁswncally been been dlsenﬁ‘euulused, hoth m ‘the” ecnnoﬂnc agd
:puﬁuoal sense Tbm has led i the Iaﬂe:r group o axpanence lmge-scala fnrins of pavetty:'
‘South. Aﬁ-:ca has the warst d:stnbutipn ofmwme across housaholds ‘The poarest 40 %_u_
, x'_'."_\‘__.gf-hotiselw!ds ean & mere 4 % of income wblie the richest, 10 % eam in excess. of half)
- :'--'-EgFurthennnre, aimost three quarters of the gauntry s pogulanon 8 black yet. bla,ck
ﬁ; ;j_,'households earn lessthan 8 quarter bftotal mcome and househoids whlch are msr hkgty to_
- ._.,--"..bepoor aréblack, (W}utef‘ord 1995) O T P . ORI

The main contentlon oftlus stuﬂy is that because ofthe ,ractst pohcwa of past ngunents e
. 'm whch Aﬁmansdmve Eeenthe pnmmy wcnma, it theresl’ore ﬁ)hmvs lugnca[ly thatthay have-_ s
. E;dmprapomnnauy bome the effects of envtromnental degradat onand its ﬂoncnmltant health - -'
-_ hazards “This s a the oore of the notlon of‘ ienvaronmantal raclsm and mjustlce Thls ) '_f' :
o oontentlonhowaw, doe& ot preclude the suﬂ%nng ofother racia! groupmgs s result of IR
_ad.vem anromnental de%radatmn " ol \-.;' S o ._ )
. Qgher mcfal gmups alsp suffered from enviromnental degmdatxon and haye also ﬁced DRI
v ) possnble enwmnmen t espemally those groups thhm the other dxﬂ*erem: racwl o
gopps that are at the low end af?he economic sca!a For mstance, the. Cmoarkop stoty of -'
Jastatec: wmting to erect 2 toxic landﬂil site. next to the comrrmn'ttes of Thokoza - and . o
c&mmmnes of the "white" residential area of Kempton Park, Notwithstanding the latler
case whtch mtmduces a nlass d:mensmn with mgard to enwromtentai mjusuoe, it still R

A T




< should not mwmmmmmofcmssmrm Raceand class fn Sonth Afiica
s inectricably linked, Pogel (1983), Wi _";_,“f’--;__aalcmm; Whites havehlswmallyhadthe
poliicat pawerwmchmmhas facﬂmdand reinforoed their ecoriomis pover ‘Onthe
j;'nﬂlﬁrhand,Aﬁlm have bemhistnncaﬂy o uded ﬁ'om pahﬁcaﬁ:power «aﬂd logmauﬁﬂﬂg .'
y 83 incopacitetd i Afmans_ fram econermc empowerment Invanably, Aﬁ'mns fortn & -
igni it "pmpbmor_;"_f' fthe poar class ‘Iherefare, the paar amﬂnmnties who suﬁ‘ﬁ,thg._

"repmomﬁfmv&émmmﬁdegmdaﬁmamm noe fir ; R i




o "-. : “rhm isen ’“d“’at“’“ of g “‘BWIY emetgmg, hut 'sﬁli embrynmc enwrorﬁnental aradignt
_;wluch challegges mwromnental racism and injustxce Howeirer m arcferto understand and _

S enmmneanal 1ssues m Sou:h Aﬁm was an wthantanan consemtmn p&tspectlve. Th:s w7y
pempechve foc:used emhmvel)? :m the preamvatlon ﬁf wﬂdenmss araas and pa:rhﬁ:ular \g
: -__:regard for aﬁbeted commumnes during the exe%ut:o'_ _and'unplamentatm:f of conservatmﬁ
g projects A{ ﬁock mtes, 1ﬂ the past conservatlon prqjects ofl:en d'isregarﬂed " an
Vo digni i social justice, my additon), For instance, the estsblishment of many game

resems me:mt sacw,l dislocation and dlstreg,s for: Iocai peopl& For exampf&, the-.,’_-;f /
 establishment of Tembe Ereplﬂ;ﬁ Park; (near Kosi Bayg in 1993, The latter stustion led to. .
o serioys uﬁnggment of tha nglrt ofthe aﬁ’ected dommimities to soaal Justmé The aﬂ:‘eeted R
' comunities lost water rights, lost grezing k] avable land and were. dumped m.‘;.j-f AT
o rasettlment m-eamthuut adequata mdunemwzrxﬁasmandmceg. (1b1d)

Ve ; | '_'As a result of:‘ suc.h amhontanm conservat:on pracﬁces, aﬂ"ected oommumtles and A:&lcans ‘* _: -
in general greahenated and have percemd ermmnnwnta} 1smes as nnsanthmpzc and as:' e
" white middle-class issues. ‘Cock ,quotes from The Weekly Mail 6 October 1989, a rural "
---‘ﬁeldwurker Toting - that “If consawatmn medns losmg water nglﬁs, lomng grazmg and}“_j' < |
- --"_arable land and being dumped ina r&settlemem area thhout evqn the most mdimentary . ”
} inﬁastrucmre aud sem&s, ", this can only promote 2’ wgorous antl— mmmawn
';-___'ideotogyandﬂmmralcmmmﬂesofSouthAﬁma"(msl 2 R R




he miodus : J ﬂt’mamstream emtommal orgmﬁons haa also re_mfbrced the
.dommance autbnntnﬂan cdhservatm paradlgm For mstance can __tl life ’Vol, 48
,No 3 states that "The Wiidhfe Snmety and other mmnsh'eam NGO’s have traditmna!ly o

5'"::3 '_:1smes ctmtd pla,y B rote :_: Furthe:mqre, at local govennnent level, most af th& structures :
_- were aparthead-nnpbsed ss;qmmres mth a top-down approach m development and.

i-together have demded on iandﬂﬂ sxttmg' penmttmg and mmtonng" (Sugrue, 1994 1- 2)

‘rhe mthontaxian cmservatian appmach meatt: the pemetuation of enmromantal rac:sml_
and‘iryushoe ‘.By precludmg social justlce, and thns bamn msueﬁ 8!1011 85 aﬁ‘-ﬂess fb dnnkmg
T ;_ jwater,_. _1@4 fbr grazmg aml settlement m m by ommon and mvanably a i-bnn nofj o

o env;ronmm:’tal sacism and i!ljllstle& Most af the. wctm of such authontaﬁan prachces e

: Although to aome extent the nonsarvaﬂ%n perSpechve whmh precludes socia! ]ﬂtuce mmes ':;. b
:i_';:" j‘j st:ll pEI'SIStS, thare is hawever, 4 new pragmsswe perspectwe wlnc’ﬁ is holistm and as such el
S enaompaam somal justxeg As already mdlcated thns perspectwe lS nut a umquely South ;' - .

- - Aﬁ1¢an phenmennn, 1t isa global trend

-.-ﬂ- e ; : NIRRT o LT T

- mfact,thetwoperspecnvesm SﬁuﬂlAﬁicaaremﬂectiveofﬂieglobaltrend,Edgemley R



: : aa an;nstmment or as means, fa human emds

; 'Exren thmlsh this pewpectwe dues not ﬁt a compaﬂson"'mth the oonservanon; perﬁgm P
. with regard tb ﬂmﬂouth Aﬁmn sttuatlon, however its reductiomsm and natrow approach IR
_.doestn some certam exterrt provide parallela _. s b

o Thxs spectmm, notas Eckersly (1992), represents eral movenwnt ﬁﬁm én ecc\,nonnsttc L h i
- anct mstnnnentﬁl eﬁmnmental ethm tmwards a thenmve @ui hphstw env;romnenml S S -
'et!ncﬂaatls abieto gceonnnodatg human sumvalaﬁ welfare needs whﬂe atthe sme _ g : .
L¥ ,._;Tespactmg the inteSﬂtY ibfother ié)ﬁﬂﬁ of lﬂ& As ndted earher, mthm the:bmad em&entrlc f- R
":'-approach, there ma wada spéctrum af cnantamns. In :
'betweeﬁ the twu polas mt\h\mmcentnsm and mcentlsm, (:i 5'; B

' most of these streams fall s



Jﬂle moat : gmﬁcaﬂt milestone bemg tha demgnation'of over twa m:llxon acres of
ff_ WesiEs.; mrpmmg s Yellowstune ﬁatmnal Pa:k; m 1313, {iblﬁ) Furth ermore, EerrsIey'_:_:_':
i s-_.ﬁutes_that whereas Wilderheas was Once fgmd by the eariy Em‘ﬂpaan colcrm:;ts i New
. _'f-';._'.wmd regions such as Ausiralia and North America &5 hostllg foros 1’ be tained; w an
| mcmasmg munber £ Westmmrs wﬂdemess has become, for 2 compiex 'number ofmﬁs, -
' +a subfest of reverence, enlightentnent, and a lobus of threatened values.

mnsm‘m appmch m this smdy mh ot o
 Hokersley. He notes, . . .ftom an scologicel st of v

B "excluswdy on. settmg aﬂde Puckets ef P vildern _ _

. problems of overpopulation and pollution, since these probfema will ign,mkﬁ
> upon ttt&reinahung fragments of wild natire" (1992 1. wiéﬁ regard t6 the ol R
3 ._..Aﬁ'wan sifuatign, one can disce & difforent dimenston of ;_l;e pw :vaufopm d
- . other overseas pnesewauomsts InSouth Aﬁma presm’atioﬁ onservation ofthe wﬂdeaness_ e
has been praettsed 2 the. expense of social Jusnpa It has led w mmmntles bemg P
o fforceﬁﬂly temoved and thus pre%taﬂng oﬂx@ated handshlps such . lasmg land for e
smiﬂs and settlmnent, iasmg a0cess 1o waxer and m : ﬁ‘am ganem] soclal d:slnuatmn




o oondmanthat mgst be sansﬁed beforewé can speaknfnnerestsm a {moraﬂy}
S Am? andm;ﬁﬁeace o?sucl;a_f"'“"__'




necessari 110 ahnoa[h«devmdperspm
Th:s is because fonns nﬁmjgst:ce and human suﬁ‘enng stnll perstst apd the Wm of' ; -. -
demﬂmcy does 0t antomatmally and ﬁﬁwgessarﬂy spella death Jenell ofmm mjustwes amf | _. -
mequtﬂes Aﬁ'lmareshll hard-lntbysuchprobiem duetoapm@eldlegamea Therefore,' S
Precludmg such bom:ems ﬁ'om the ermronmental agenda is. morally and poﬁtlcall}r
“‘“PP“’P‘W ‘*Pm“? in thﬂ Bocw-polmf»al cmataxt of South Aﬁmg. In South Afnca, if SR

Howaver the nttaﬁamant_ofpﬂ!m,-al __ 

pahtlcal liberauan ef aiackﬁ could e attn‘hpted to th:s perspecﬁve. Eventhe perceptlon- L
that ezmromnegtal issues are wfute rmddle—niass 1ssues cauld also be partly attn"nuted tothe -

’I‘he human welfars ewlagy represeni:s a clear' slu,& ﬁ‘om the prewous sireams asﬂlt has g v S
holistic congeptualis tiort 0fecopuht:cs, ‘The essence ofthis stfearn is that it is onncemé‘d
the“Healt y heplﬁl sa.t‘ety and general amamty of, the urban and{( agnculturai o
enmmnents, & cmwg;n encapstﬂabed in he: te:m ’"enwromnental\ quahty" (Elcarse!y

o 1992) Thia strg=~m watnesséd a cnnmderable growfh m the lff‘“()‘s m Eumpe and Noﬂh

. Ametica. sAlthoug this st sam was initally aid primardly emphatic on the demands for & ; & f,-'f
* safer and more agreeable wiork mmmmmu@ﬂwmmwenm howeveoih e .50
" late twentieth century beatots of ths human welfare stream have increasingly been, cnqms,_;
consmners, aiul “householders“ canmea witb the state of the remdenual m\_rl ufbaﬂ' LR

e T,

The nse of ﬂus pempectwe cou}df be attrl’buted tdwrl:he l'apld escalat;gn m urhan and“-?
agncultural enwromnental problems smce World War Twa as the emergenoe bf oSt £ 3 -
materjal" values borme by the so-called New Middle qi_asa “The acmwngn of :q\pc

- chermcals o%' "mtractahle wastes" the menmﬁcatlon of gruund, atr, and wa;er polhltion :
generally, fhe growth in urban and mastaﬁ»lngh rise ;%-lwlopment, the danam nf nuclear 0

e

S



) e ghaﬂenge ﬂS the nan‘ow er;ononnstm ﬁ:rms of resuurce conservauom 5

- ! plants aﬂd nuclem‘ wastes, ;he growth i:r the nuclear arsenal and the problmn o{‘ global |
wamnng antl the thimmg of the tjwna Iayer have pnsed mcreamug tﬁreats fo humau
st gAve bemg (ilgid) Furthemme, because ofth:s stream‘s focus cm?the lattm'-'- 5
. es, the crtws and the:r hmteﬂands have prows!ed the muor locale and fecus Dfpﬂlthca] R
: agltahan for humsn welfite ecology activists, since it is in urban arees that the gmatest :
cuncenhation of populahou, polluhon, mdusmal aan ncmpatlonal hﬁardq, traﬁc,

o dangemus teolmologies and hazardous wast, s oocur

| 3 As oppnsed ‘to thn prewous streams, t}usstream empha@mes soclal aspects ufanwomnemal -
: '_adegmdation As such it accoﬂﬁllqﬂatas concerns. for human healﬂ:, we!fa.rc and socaal;

- ' the resﬂuwe wnsmhan stream may b& 56011 ”_Pﬂmmﬂy :me"led

'-healﬁh,amenity recréaﬂonal, andpsych _1031651 jﬁMsmflmr:‘u:ulm:mmmmmes"(193732 37‘) o

-“.'AASfaraStheSuuthAﬁ:lcanscenanmsooncernedthere:ssomaresemblancehenvem hs

. (_-approach and the prbgresswe apptoach outlmeﬂ by Ctmk (1991) Indeed the Imman W

._ | ﬂpproach E’Y mtegratmg social conslderauans llke human health and elmrunmental go comns B
: _.é.::_“ provide&a‘ holistm approach and tlms addresses the notmn af'social ]Ustlo& Thls aPptGach IS"::.: |
- relevant as far as the suca}opolihw! context oi"South Afnca is oonnemed In fact, it has e
_- .;. .been revea!ed ﬁlmng mtemews with | key mformathts that enmromnenhal concems can s

. oreover l?y ﬁcusmg on both the physlca! ancl soc}al_:'_
ecology streanrhas dane mush to. draw attmion m'f -

: :ﬂba adds.s‘ssed exclusiVel{ and at the expensa of social problems such'as unemployment, laqk_ o



R

nmmwmcmmmoughmmwmem" T apﬂroazh, ,snwmhelm s ; ,? N
mde—rangmg and builds on the nsights of the “‘hef at ms of env:ronmentahsm Thas —
stremmsmre compassing thanpthersmthatxt e e

(llmmgxlm the ﬁnll mngg nfhuman mterestsmthenonhuman world, gees baynndﬁe
" nesnumeonsewanqgap\d human welfareecobgypeﬁﬁcw el e
(2) reaogmses the mterests uf the nonhumm commumty yét gaes beyomd the

B ‘.5\: S

(3) recogmsesﬁzemtegeﬂts{r{fﬁeturﬁ gmerauons ofhumansanﬁnonhumm anc( s

LT,

(4) adopts a. holisné ravth-er thnn an atonﬁsne approach t_ﬂ _' tlm ammai !ii:eraﬁon
: perspecuvﬁ) insoﬁr as 1t values poptﬂatmns, spamea, ecnsystems,oancl the eqrxsphere as well e
Furthennore, Ekersely (1992) noi:es that etocentric ihemstw;e oor;cetned to develap am o Ll
ecologxcally mfonned appruach that is able to value not Just mdwidual hving orgamsms‘but g
also’gcalogical entiles at dtﬂ‘erent levels of aggregaﬂoa, such as populauons, spaciea, |
| euosystems,andmeemsphere S - | S "f |
Like the tunnan walfare perspectlvé‘tlw eoouentnc éh'eam mdn'h:ts a ;fmfe val:d appmag:h to
éswironmentahsm “'This pe putive. is not reductionist and excl*aswe, mconcepumlﬁses o
envxrmmenta‘:nsm‘hs aholxsnc nntnon, emompassmg both human ghd nonhuman mterests | - a
Thlsﬁps in fine with the nnﬁon of sustamable develgpment lndel[d for South Aﬁ'lca, thts = e B
agprb‘ﬁ‘oﬁ*msvahd:wandri,levancammanympects Thisnmoretmewhentalangm

e



nonsldera:tton the natmna! preocmpatxon and_ thé'need-far reeonstmctmn and t’levdupment
with the ulmnata cbjeenve ﬂf*pmmdmg"a better lhfe for. alle There is s hnk between
* “environment and development, and development priies nmtbs mota&wmmm

pohcyrfthemembe themedmmtalonstelm S

Lmkad to.th&-__reievmce" uf"a broadar appmach o enwomnentahsm moompassmg the
“broader &nvmg eavgrommaht s the; notion ofthe "bmwn" 1ssues ufdthe '_ pvirom |
ca ":notgon is gammgground m&outhq&ﬁlca The "brawn" :ssues ofthe fsnvxrahmem arelssu 8 2
A that go“ bey&nd ihe mnﬁnm of u*adxﬁnnai enwmnmentai discoumc especlally m Squth'ﬁ'_f" =
: Aﬁr}ca, ’I‘heae :ssum eoutd nnpnct on and muld alsp m tum be nnpacted m; y'the;__
o enwronment, and thus they are ot excluswe t the conservation of biodiversity. "Bmwnﬂj -_1
issues thus mgh;demyide ravige pi;’;ssuea mch'ag bu:ldmg mstamble nm{ ] ***ir fesourcs -
manﬂgemem, waste: contmt and;disposal* nprovimn ofhuusmg, among others M
" Wildifo 1504, Vot 48, No, 3).. Fusshermore, the Thrgwn" isgugs of huus:ng, eiw&mty,_"?_f
- '_'Wﬁte!; sewemge and mﬁxsmmovalam dubhed as South Afnca‘s newo“bxgﬁve", jomﬁ th y

that infomm ths emergmg holistm ermmnmental dmcuurse whxch empbaases aoo:at justxt;a,.'
o "f.f‘howevergﬂvm the above, it dogs soem howiever that tHere s a cloar pﬂradigmatxc s thatf’%'

is accurnng and ,ﬂ,ﬂmm towardg sociai Justioe asnn mtegral part of envuonment iggn. -
.Tfus mergmg tregd 15 aiso manrfest in- en\nrdmnental achvism 1!1 general and withiri
B o;gmsaum aﬁd L widg range«pf mal movements In ﬁm grassr(mts pmﬁmpatmn and"_ R |

- N mnb:hsauon ofwmrnumues is cefitral ta enmn'lng thgt envirunmental 3ugt1ce is ai; the centre W -
sta.ge of o envnromnent pamdlgm 'I‘ha Mimster nﬂWater Aﬂhu's and me Kader:_' s
o Asma! relterated the Iatemmﬁt_ “Thave & spose ufa grcw@ng nmvmmt m.&outh Aﬂ1qa.‘ e %
- _Amd it is rcoted ﬁnﬁly in the--negdswﬂe dmand§ of the mapmy I smse g gjﬂvang
e -'awarenass m disadmnfagﬁd ﬁo‘imnunms nf their enmmxental ﬂghﬂ ﬂﬂd the
envlmmnental mglectmd abnsam thchthayhavebemsubjected" (1994 7)




‘_?;-_.mwmmm. socm.. Muvmmsmsmmmcm
] ENVIRBMNTALAC&VISW AT

g Although thzs study 15 not about spc:al movements per se, rt is nonetheleﬁs wta} to anchbr ) .
- our explanation of grassroots environmehtl ‘mobilisation ad activisrr it 8 theoretical SR
g _ﬁ'amew;:rl.. rega!‘dmg suc:al movements Mosfofthe key mfomlants m the gtudy are fmm SR

Lo 1 _.__'_‘an agamst aparthesﬂ and to the 1990's pohtlca] ﬁ,cmﬂ mlm Ju st .- -
maugumﬁon ofthe new govemmant It mherefore appropnate m unﬂerstg.nd anﬂ explam

. The Envxromnental Justme Networkmg Fomm, Graup for,E_"_: terital
"Momtomig and ather groupip wc:uld alsds be used to demonstrate the e;nérgmg trend nf o
socially consemus @m-imnmenta! graups and the underl)uhg ﬂlbarﬂd:gmanc shzﬁs <that hag :

:l‘n a venr large extend EJNF represents aupara_g,,gmhc Bh,ﬂ 25 m o t mdluonal pe &
. mamtremnénmmnental dxscumse and p:;mnsm mnuemequnuth Affica: The mdusm
e*ﬁf'theterm, uenwotmlentalmsnceumits namejs mdwgtm ofthe emm glmme | M _ o

B T S T ek e J L %_g( % )
- Wms t“ m“gth““ “"E’ss’semﬁl thmty on mutflm ' nt‘env;rémnentaljusuoeby o ‘?&
. °. prowdmg a range ot‘ netwprlnng support and atmnal asslstame to mnmnumy &

*”"  based organwauans, mn-govemmental orgmusatmns, trade ummls, women‘s £‘°upmgs,' o : : )
PR church gregpmgs, and any other nan-govemmm Secth of cw:l 0 d ety vi th anf_' :: v o

o S )
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1
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intorest i, promoting environmerital justioe? and ‘sustaineble. development in Souh

'-"'_part:wlar emphasxs on pmmomg sustﬂmablhty awd mmﬂmfﬂll“sﬁ% wm‘m“g
' "f'.ﬁ:_'up 10;;91 partlclpants ’Wlﬂl the global ne:l:work of people w!w _share_thear eancems and:_"f_'-_ R

EﬂNF was forma]ly”lmmglwd in 1994 November Howaver, 1ts furmal Iaumh Was only a
i culnmatmn ofa !ong pro@ess at‘consuﬂtatxon thl:n and among a hroad range ofconunumty-g B
based nrgamsatmqg (UBO‘&) mn-goveimﬁental argamsaunns (N GO's), pt)htlcal
orgamsa.tm% and oﬁner.soclal movemen’ts in the brnader dwl scclety °Tlns prowss started..-

- during Sep;ember ,1992, When a mandate for theestabhsfnﬁmf uf‘EJNF was gwm hy the:-

mandaied to nnplemgm a buttom—up constﬁtauve proaass af estﬂbhshmgm, The ﬁ,ﬂ . E

ﬁrgmmaﬁnnswerampmtedonthe,,stemng cdmnuttee - ";% Do _--; N ;_a:_ S

o Abaai Ruml Development Association; B SN IEER
o _Aﬁ'icmNat:onal Congfess Environmental DGSk, S

- e Border Env:rﬁﬂmantal Neiwnrka |

e (:mnmumtyﬁnmonm(m)i{\'etwork,

" e Barihlifo Africs; SR

Ky Env;romnemamweiopment Menc}"l‘rust, “ LI




;_-I Emironmsntal Momtnmg Grcup

e mlEducatlonForum, ) S IR

. MaemeemdantsAssomath, P

. SnmhAﬁlﬁmNahonal Cigm Orgamsatlon.
o _:;-'s;ncg then Em aﬁﬂmuon has ‘grown submnt:ally $1 has been established thai?:ts
membe:slnp is mw over one huudred and elghty (iSO) orgamsat:ons. 1 "I’he brealc %,ﬁn of

e

A&hdownYouthDe\a)]opment Pregrmmﬁb-» "JL-Zqu/Natai _
,;‘ R q._ e > N SR - | ._n " O n
Amalgamated Em-onmm Club Mpumalmga, L LR
| - ._T'f o S ca = 5 .- - | “‘ c u r .a' “
e Infonnauon onEJNF was largely tak%nfrom its pam ﬁets and its pubhshed bonk, "o :f |

.. He tht}laefore Proﬁts‘] An Access Gutde Ty dee Umnr:sns and Env:ronmental Just:ce’ A
in'Sou ST

ST LR e U T e e e
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.+, Legal Resources Contre - Durban, Rwve-Zults/ Natel,
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E:mronmpntal | and . Dﬁvelopment Agency' 'Irust' _'
Gauteng,
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T workem an& wrkers in gemrnl Furthermare, the 00“‘!’03"‘“’“ °f the meml;ershlp " also

| TERRR-NoitemCepe

A MamkhuieNobunyeBemzwaDevel mm_lt Programe Kwa—ZquI Nata,l, R

h -'__';r: . O

Young Womem's Networlg_\ Gauteng

_ _-.__-Thnugh the above Hst ofaﬁihates t:f‘EJNF ls noi; mmplate, however, i is “: _ -
- mcahve of EJNF's (and this study‘s) contmnonthat enwronmental mjustme i p v _:. .
.-_and thus aﬁ‘ectsalmost aﬂ spheres ofhﬁamSouth Aﬁ'lca mcludmg wnm rumf} farm

K mdmatm ofEJN“’s contention that enwromnental degradatmn anﬁ its conconntant adve;se IR
o -health eﬂ‘mts dnsprupartmnately aﬁ"ect the poorest sactors of'the soc.lety A

hﬂ‘iﬁ“'?."i&. '--l“é‘--’lal"i'-fi_ghts:--m’ nment '_.me&ﬁgmcmé;d&m
. -and social Justloe issuea the gnvwomnent justice appfoach seeks tolgh

_, ’ T_hi_s_ id@ﬁﬁi’ti_oﬁfwa:s_h quqi:e_q_'fmn.an -Eérzr;- g'a%h}e_tf T



vecogmsing that anvn’omnpnt damage has the greatest unpact upon paor people, E]NF .
seéaﬁftuensurethe ng!;tg;afthose mostaﬁ’éc&dtopmhmpawataﬁlﬁvds ofenvmnment |
demsmn-mldﬁfg " This. dehnihon i ﬁm;her bumssed and mysta]lised by safne ﬁfthe

fonowmgpnnc:plesofm S e } -

- - Acting in the interests of the dissdvantaged and aiming to build their voicgyand L

sk

. Chns %erbm in EJNF publicahnntsucmnctly enc,apmlates the BJNF'& perspectwe |
'. e Sl -. X T . R _ o
"We m South Aﬂwa must avmd the tng;p of pnonnsmg what tha powers m the Nortbem o S ._
mdusm! colmtnes thmk is unpoi-tant 'Ihase are the comfortable mv:mnmemal agendds rsf‘ e :
" the Nosth that Sieer cloar ofissus such as poterty an&mquahty ‘They emnphasise ozgne= o
déplebng goses and try and avoid hawn%ta talk ebouit the broader pmbfems of excessive :
and un_lust mnsumptmn patterns To avmd thls tmp we must be clear that the



namral beauty: 'rhmla*ng of tho emnrq‘ _‘ d o st clei:
Aﬁ:lcas l'ugh mf‘a.nt mowality raﬁs, lndustnal &ccidenﬁs, / i ,' i

n"/ E
. o
LTt

paﬂlmdm'lym -"‘“’E“’dtﬂ Pooraonunumttes i G s
E}NF has gven had carnpaagnsat infer ﬂﬂen’Jleve!. Fﬁ? mstance, mt bnly has uhem Lo

- OPP"Wd tﬂ<ﬁﬁ‘ ll'»‘,?POTtatmn oftom ;g:e to’ Snuth Aﬁma by mtemahonal multmattonal

: " corporations, ut has ﬁarcely epposed such importéto the wholeofthe Aﬁ‘wan cgm '}

Lumy"“desmb’“ "he mﬂﬂeﬂﬂ? ‘bf mulnnat:onal mrpnmtmns to zxport f'_”*- ¢ waste to

contmemall? EJI*JF has played a great :cgge i mﬂuammg the ‘ban ot the nnportat:on of - "

© toxio waste'to the South, particularly to Aﬁ:(ca In] Morc 4_‘1989 s Basel Conveméﬁ“im B ﬁ R
the Control omensbpunda:y Move:ﬁénts o Hazardous Wastes a&nd thelr Disposal was »ff' "
adopted “The Convention came into effect- in May 1992, Tn May 1994 the Republié of .
South A:&-qa bename part ofthe Basel Cnnventzon in Mhy 1994, Dept Emrsmnmeﬂ'cagj
Aﬁ'au's and. Tounsm (1994) Imhaily the Canventwn d:d not have an autng}*\ban ot the .
expnrt and mnﬁort of hazardous waste. Howe@er ﬂ1ere was 2 subsequent demmon -' : _' '-"*"' B
* _probibiting with immediato éffect transboundary rovemment of fazardous wastes for finel .
. disposal from OECD 10 non-OECD States i:@pmhlbrts transboundmy mwemem‘ %vlnchﬁl | _- ‘. S
mdestmadﬁ.:rre—cychngorreoﬁvc:y!*y&l Denq.mber IDQ’Iﬁ:omOE(‘.ZDtangnOECB B




_\_' ';'15 0

: "ha:d e&'orts of ﬁhe aﬁxcan and ether South cnuntnes who managed tq nonwnﬁe ﬁié

grﬁ’unds of the Nurth , dhero s 8
indiaates A mmertetl eﬁ:‘uﬁbythe terndti

i ﬂ

It i’ hawever clear that even Bﬂasil Ban Demsmn ﬁ'as not enough m stop. ”'taoma-__::_ :
mgmahsm" Tlns was evxdenced h:; a report at the "HWus \gaste Wnrkshog" B
" rganiskd hy the Gauteng prmnnmal govelmnpnt on the. 23 :mna 1995 af Wtaljmversny& Tl

'_j-‘on, iﬁ h@ repori:—back at the workshop smd “But consensus was s arvived ot tbrough*; .

powerﬁxi Nuﬁh muumes ﬂm thw amn‘# pﬂbpmd to accept the:r‘—countrlés a8 3umpmg B
ng evudence in the mtanaﬁonal press tllat g

goft&e. North to underiiine the Basel Canventmn Leaked documems revaaled he theae o N R
“0 fmneg mgard'vthe Ban Decismp in particular as*thrgat to the }wmﬁed ﬁ'ee tmd _“.L = oy o

I)uetg the sharteomgs nftha Basnl BanDamsxon, EJNFwas alsa msmhnental in enmring s

that Aﬁm has T, own: &}uventmn Maich would elwme. that thare m ‘g mt ban’ of_'

Jes

| mpurtahou of.

'_'f'""us »gillges panmlaﬂy o Aﬁ'ma in parncular Tha "fBamako '.

 Convention o the Ban of the impgriation into Aftica and. the Corivol afTraﬂsbomﬂmy SRR

* Movement of_Hazardo-'__"' )
Bamako in. Mali, - HSm

e rwresentatwa nmted in s report,“"l-i‘ is in ﬁ‘lﬁ wxsdom thiat the Adfican muntnes througH |

stes w:Mt Aftica; wag adopted on the 30 Jam;m-y 1991 at S i

fﬁ‘m Orgaisation of Aftioan Unlty adopted *t{w Bafnako c&@nuon éhat S

*nmpoﬁaimn of wzatdous waste ingo our camner{t‘ “For, the fact that mustv off Affiean
comtnes V& signed the Bamak#ﬂonveﬁtmg de&;:ﬁte t}m goma«emgurmc situatmn, '_ o
mcatgs the moml pnd olitial Wl to sm&r a toxit: rade-fioe continent.* ‘Thereis
however a rel rettable and mnspxcuous absence omeuth Aﬁ’m in the:.anako Convenﬁon .

'0

, W alsa cﬁen targets Qrf "tmuc lmpeiiahsm"
- tfrat unﬂemncmuc, goxﬁ.upt govermﬁ&nts and savcre cash shoﬂages
maepmthomeaands ideal eargetsmrmcmm&mm

N e, a e e e S et

ade the socelled



Toxip waste_exports, only make. sense to i:?untnes where: “Jabour: 35 cheaper and
envh-onmmtal controlsareweakerthanmtl%expomngnatmn "{1991 171) |

'a"

‘m Octqbﬁf, 1990 éwnss A’ dealar Arno!d Kuenzler ;approached fhe. South Aean
wnsu!aﬁc’s St‘:lel)tlﬁc dmsmn in Smtzeﬂand wit.h memeratnonand &us;waal ﬁplans for the i
Cisked, Bophuthatswana, Transkex and Lesotho. Aacordmg m soumes at the Fowndatmn] .

= * for Research) and Dévelopment at the Councit for Scientific and Tndustial Research it was + ™.

-

. ‘confirmed thet our "homelands".had aready received Tuorative bifrs.  Lavison (1991); - "° :
 potes the far—reaclung adverse effects of uch & devetopment are exacerbated by theﬁa 5.
thatalargamajcnty ofpeoplemt@eregmnsareﬂhteraxeandmoﬁeﬂ fiot informed o

o about theenvmnmenml ami health hazaﬁds emanatmg from such cievelbpn;ent& He }ixrther

relterates the Iaf;er pomt "'1"113 pqsslbnhagr of-‘the dansely»populated & homsla:hds reoewing. o
tom waste 13 ﬁ‘ightemng Laba!s on drums Vit 1y nothmg to-the majonty of local
people who ane ﬁhterate, and the possxbfa resltilts of an accxdent can only be magned

gl L

;&

'I’he Tlfar Chamicals mdustny m Pleteamantzburg' saga ig one ofBJNF‘s tﬂast msible acnon
. and protest agamst oxic :mpenahsm" env:ronmental :;msm, injustice and germl sumal R
mjustlce. Lukey (1995), nliustrates how ‘Thor in England?@ Yoxic mpeﬁaﬁsm" led to )its '_ ‘ Jl/ B
transferofoperatmns to Sqm\th Aﬁican mPlatermmtzburg. In 1981 an mspect:on at Tlfor"s
plant in Margate, England Hound levels of mercury in the #ir'20 mes more than the 1egah
Immt In 1987 rather than clean.if\g up its Operatioas aﬁer many ﬁndmgs bywthe au _ mmiea

-




- and aven m.mundmg: cmmnumt:es mﬂ:‘eﬂﬂg ﬂ?m aihnems nssuclafed ‘Wh m(__,';\_
er employee nfThquhmﬂ..gls. Peter Celeﬂled a8 a "5f

g “‘.-?-"J.' .

pmsﬂmng In“ihct; 2 form '.

m memuy palsomng, Lukey (1995% Cele was 2 a&s@ﬂ !a!murem ina secttonfdeahng Wfﬁ*
" metoury at Thor.™ ABier one month her expeﬂencéd bleedmg gm@, mouth mfections,"’f_';

" remors, s shakes Hio was rtrnched but s Bl oo 1

:"'-f.;-‘-.;‘f“-'<1994 L

B]I{F ft:gether w:th commututtes mncemd agc‘. nther orgamsanons la,'umhed several
EH '_-eﬁ‘eehva proteﬁs agamst such actg that lend to environmental degradatian and ill-he alth, o - BV ;_{- =
. Barthlify Afrca, in partioolar his also peen 8 pivaiansnygig suah proﬁesfsﬁarthhfe : sa, PO
v ’_'.progmsmv& engh'omnemal graup mdxé‘at:ve ofthe em ; s
o that m::orpo:ates environfental justme a‘nd social jusg&e a&huhstm vmlon At its N’aﬁanal:':'-f'_’ . R
"Cangress n ;99041: aﬁupted o “statement of bel:éf" vgtmch mcludefa oommitment to
o =:' /gmssmms damdcrmy to eudmg exploqaﬁon axf ' gbusivp powér relatfans and: a rgectmnﬁ_
of all fomas of discnnunatmn" Cack (199*} P‘artheamore, Earthlife Aﬁms social “% .
st of the gneen md%mem and*rts eom:mt:mnt tb non-»wolent_:_”'“-'

phi!osophyaa slmilar tc_._i_:"_
act:un &chuﬁ& that uﬁﬁrempewe, (1bxd)

Z-Smee 'rhor hemical reloca:ted i Sputh Aﬁca, there has befm évers] cases of workets

diseowed ﬂxab larg& quan;ntlea of mermrywae sk romn tl;a Thor Chemicais plaht a
Cato Rldgé near Durban Analyses vnf watar and. sedunﬁnt fmm the ﬁmgmam Riva‘
L -_-_.slmwed some of the bighest mefcy pql]utxon fevels reccrded, placing the neirby squam’{}._-- |
L commumty at serious tisk. The mercury at Thor was being mcged by mcmaratiun from RN
: wasf& fm rﬂ theUmt od States ‘I‘he m haga 30 % Drgamc conﬁtnt over four pe@ Wﬂt, o .-
- _:_:"Lukey (I995) Coetzes; notes that toxdc waste: mw mpresents one o ;k#mnst serious
[ env;ronmental ﬂroblems wnﬁg-wsde, threatening bath the: enwrmunent and human heal:tlyﬂ. SRR




" :'Earthhfe's shared wsxon of contalism withiE _
- together with rade ilons and commuite oﬁmjomﬂyengaglngmpm o, Tor
- B . mstancein April 1996 protests were Iaunched by iheEarthhfe branch in Pletermaﬂtzburg in .. |
CG—QPQI‘EﬂDﬂe Wlth tha Chemx cal Woricers Industnal Umcin (CWIU) md Green"reaoe B
- Intemauand These prot&sts were a%nedatboth Thorand the us multmaﬁonal Amencm LR
_ -Cyanmmd Ten tons ofwaste are e?cported to the S?uth Aﬁman plam: mw by the-_:;- :\:_. S
L ,__Anmmmrporatmn, Lawsoa (1991) The local commumty was also mVQIVed in the el

L .-pratwgst, for mstamea black peasants, wfute famem Stud@nts, umom ised ka 3‘3311 RENS
) - @and a tradni%mal Zuli chief, held af!arga demonstratmn ouﬁlde the gntes of:l’hor o L
% oo signglhcf the potsnna]f _-_apm,ﬁﬂ umnhuw o, 1) L

2 e fmmm mwlvedmtha mﬂmm“m Of ;
f.samples taken in the vegetable fields of the Tela Valley near Pietersmaritzburg reusaled

' éoncentraﬂana uf the herbiclde 24»-]3 that were. one million t:mes hxgher that the amoants- =
 capablo of damaging vegetnble erops, ‘The tain dlsq containgd lovels of a sihilaf chemmical,
1 245-T, that were 10 000 hxgher than the legal fimitsin the United Stales, Boﬂ: nhelmoals.;_ R

IM m QL‘“I—E' magamne,, ﬁlrther elaboratediﬁ}l._. . Afiodls :
%twunnmentahsm, “Eaciife fu!lows the green etigres

' sed'-to'{ﬂze comewahun or thé
_ wnv:ronmental sethm In oom-vatton argamsaﬁons, the subtext zs, we, accept devgelopment-
o - wdl causé env:m e demuctmn, therefam wﬂfenga oﬁ‘ some: m‘eas and keep thém as
they*are “The subtext for enwronmentahsts is we will use our buymg puwer to green
e _mdi?.:ry, but mdustry must stlli beneﬁt The green ethlc says that its nat Just md?%atrs‘a; rt' ._:__j . LT
o the whols econunuc and polmcal system that :s.,at fault Green consumensm is nﬁt gumgjm e

| 'f‘--'-.__wqu"(Augustheptemhar. _1995 12) S S g

righ pouuﬁonﬁ 11987 ran

became notonous a&erthey were used inthe mnufacmw of “Agent Orange" tha defoliant .

T used by thé US Ammy to destroy vast, traots of the forest that gave cover fo cotmnunists - -

_guefnllas during the: Vietnam wat, (ibid). Subsequenti;t a Jawsuit was Jmunched Py e

Natal Fresh Produce Growers Assomatlon against twenty local and multmauonal lzme!mm:_ e E
_":"compames Tis members claimed 1o have suffered millsoas of‘ mnds' wouh of damage m’_ e |

N has led to thme 0rgamsattons R




costs in- thex raglon of RI; 5' illion unleks the firmers refrasted SO
humﬂmtmg ackﬁowle&%ement 'that' thera was no proof that the hetﬁ‘imdea cause

. a'f" .[, Lt ;

The composltitm of “actom“ dunng Emhl:fe Aﬁmas protests c:s tesumony to 1ts
| donmtmem: © 'env:ronmentalmm Haat encompasses braader socig! _pustm issues; These -/ |
e pmtes:sm also bmlt alhances across ‘acit fines. The foﬂowmg quote in Cﬁsk (1991 AR
 12) taken from y Mail, 9 May 1986, aptly reiterates the Iptter, Statement,
"However 1t 1s not only tha young, whlte, nﬁddle-elass and wal!-edueatﬁd wﬁo appe.ar m
make up the soma! cmnpemnon of Earthlrt‘e Aﬁwa or nrgagxsed workers o, dmactly
ﬂireatened cﬂmmumﬁes - who are. takmgup enmronmental msues Therem &rasmnta
£ Q sttixg&leswhxchm&udeenwonmmal 1ssues" Das e BT
AnOther hidmatmn of such divemty of “actors" and lssues was tha 1990 col!aboratlm of

the Fnod and Allwd Wnrlaer’s Unmn (FAWU), the Dnlphm Actiott and Protechon Gmup
| . and Earthlrfe's Capa’l‘own branchtt: protest at the acﬁwtles emewaneseﬁahmg trawlers. '

g 3 ,, ..-.. ite caused by worlun,g w:thaut aﬂﬁquatespromptwe clothing '_i ero ;' ._.-:: e
i the reﬁageratgd holds eftheshxpsu upw eﬂe\mn h&urs, (ibid)

_”In rﬁyo Earthhfb Aﬁms Natol branch jome& forces with SA Rivers mmm o

. protest agaiist and stop a1 imepinent agton by.the then Police Miniter Andrisan Viok from: -~ © _

L sprayﬁlg "dagga or canabls crop with & lethal defoliant callod paraquat, (bid). . Viok Co
stopped the deciszon after the two ggo;ms mtervened and argued that by spraying such 8 o

o deadly cheical next fo oonununiues it was tantamount to govemrnant wagirsg " chemicsl o

= waxfare " Pamquat is reg:stered hene asa class one pmson and is responstble woﬁd-mda_] S



R swa]lowed, ahsorbed thmugh the skm mr mhaled Afccordmg ta a tomcologist, 5

= Df*‘““‘*\ashttlaas onenncrogmncancmsefatalpmscrﬁng IntheUmted Smea ftis
restripted to: icensed usérs’ and in Sweden; Denruask, the Philhppmes, New Zealand, "
ihrkey ami Israe! isi:aaned nor severely resxmd to! hcensed users. The weedkxuer xs .

e mvsmwnwmsw h@?@ﬂb.nﬁsﬁedwﬂérw%‘m

" This landi ’ta beolas;lﬁed' % 8 czl_

B comple;ian o?theiandﬁl! in 1993 s sincd |
"'.0 fhont the mdmts ofKemIJton Phrk, Thémbis%, Rabxe Ridge, Ivmy Pir Midrmd and
“i:vhomolong, under the auspmes af & lacal Mmh of the ANC, 2 SANCO amhated mvic '

\’2‘

o -3 Clasa ane laqdfil reﬁe: tu thbsz; landfills that afer rasgwea far

e rrrre nei el el g viee. BRI Hamrs e risit g s m e pimiy



be t:ioser thpic soa me,treeto emshng m‘“plamed hnusmg, @LM@; 1993 Mny 8) T
Furm-annore, some ot‘tha mmplamts were the fact that there was no con:m!tatton thh the__l B
o “nea:ﬁy ::annmmties who qould be ‘3ected wpossible health nsks as s Tlgt of the_.:_-_'_-l-_' _'

oy

6 / fthe prpmrs were that permzssmn &rhe site msueJ to"
Wastea’l‘ech he vnjlldtm and Wasta»t[‘euh be baned fmm operaﬁng ang waata_:j'}}
: Several pratesf strawgles Wem émployed by:; _'-

afgmusatinns phxloéaphy thnt a hohstlg apprnach te .

Eart}dtfe A:ﬁwa and EJNFs alhances thh the !abour gmvements is parmﬂa.rlyamercsq{;g .
and tellrig a3 far as their advocacy of sncial Jasace is ooncerned. TS alliance is teshmonf 5y ﬁ_ﬁa

: ""-‘-....___._._.-“-"“'

1:0 the reahty that tha:t thbra is an mtemlayn “‘mmonnectsdness uf fact&‘*s that threqten o
tﬁm kve%and health of wgrkm in the plarlt and cant:nne to de so ourside thc p!ant mw the | ; - (

broader and’ nea:bycormmnﬁnas, Tﬁe latter poim i reltemtes!_by' ukey, "Far
- cannot stopﬁemovemenmftomc substanue& S%mﬁ{aﬁak‘e%mzfsﬁ“ 5 Thor



B washing. Mmy of these people have wmplmﬂed ofskiniritation and headaches”

000 | . sal Ommmrﬁ’s danger ieve% Fort!wmany penplehmng'}f :
_:below the facto:}', thzs stneam :s thelr only soume of waber in w!uch 1o | bathse s;nd do_j : e |

_(1995 3) Furthennom, wu:kers afé. smd to‘suﬂ‘er & double burden with respect w
enwrgmnental degradatxan, because they are ﬁrst exposed tcr tum chemicals m the B
o workplwe and. seoond, they facerthe symptoms of ﬁegradaﬂnn e m o

e

- _*:’ the latterhaannph ‘i : 'forthe smmmdmg mmmumtm Sﬁiﬁﬂi Aﬁ'lcras labourpmcm;a'__' | R
 of racial despoqu hava creaté: “7a Situation whereby Amca:fwoﬂmrs in pastioutar' were ;-
sy@hqmahcaﬂy subjected to fow wages and ‘poor- worlnng condmeps, mvanably these wers .

dnsproportmaxely exposec! to Hiors dangerous wnrknig%un&uom than winte workers whb __ N {
fomled part of the labour ﬁnstocracy Moreover, gven the surmmdmg oammumtaes wm .f-fll e o
i most eases invanabqu'{mcan a8 ;pgst ofpolluung ﬁctanes in geneml where located next ) o -

to blquc camnnnntes Fmthemmre 115‘15 these comnmmtm who hore dlspraporhonately




_':___';Indeed the case studies ofEaxﬂﬂ:fe Aﬁm and BJNF fommg mfomza% aJhames thh T
"o&nmumtses ta protest agmnst exmmnmentaf ngusﬁces, 1lh1strates tha nnpo;tanoe of |

and mobnlisanon in creatmg envlronmental and somai Jusnce.

:_;:_ The Reconstmcnon and Bavelopmem Progmmme, and indeed the gavmnnent ofnanonal 2 :._if_-
: - -.umty m general receg:ﬁsesthe eantral unpoﬂame offhe par&cibauon ofthe nml soc:e!y m
_almast alltha 'rocesses dfp?:hcy ‘B-om puhcy cnncepmahsatmn un & tc 1ts nnplementatmn

on t_:e Ccmst:mtzon, apu:ts Lnd Juﬂluial mew, b“t muﬂ mﬁ'de ag?mw mch ha"“ f |
involy .'ent of mambers anﬂ orgatusatmns of cml saciety ai & means of enformng 50*”5{ e

u

ge. The expenences uf Aﬁ—lcan—Amen&ns are’ mstm![;uve. "-"=Evan though thenr s - N
staty ory. humﬁn rights that seek 1o ensure equal Justlce for all, m practme this has ot S
. et ed partlculaﬂym the sphem of;hn enwronment For mstance, inthe US therms a

fplethom of legislation to ensure & sount managemedt of the environtent and in the pmdess =t
alsa mring that pummurnt:es% not suﬂ-‘er :ll-hen}th,and mvnnnmental degmdahon. o
.. Hiéwover, Afican-Atmeicans and ofhef minories sl continieddo sufec uch sdverss
eﬁe"ts Th“‘m‘ ﬁf Ieﬂislﬂtm comprise, thﬁmm Cnnsewaﬁm and réovery Act |  ; |

o ;.-‘-RCRAL Con prebersive Eﬂmﬂmeml Resrlonae, COmpensatlon, and Lmbll;;y Act R




e AISO centrai to the nnportanoe of parﬂcipahon ofwmhnﬁties in enwmnmeml Justxce
" “issmes and soclaljustms in geueral is the need ta engenda‘ empowetmem ofh:stoncaﬂ y S
matgmallsed c.ommumﬁes 50 that they can be able to meanmgfully participate in xssues that
aﬁ:‘ectthetrlivm,inpartMarthe enwronment Thrspnmtwasemﬁhamsed hyAsmal, ", o
pubﬁc parhc:pauon, wh:clf I oonslder essentlal to gaod enmmmnmﬂal management,_}:_
Iﬂi“:ras us a5 8’ demacrahc f 1én 2 to bwld capamtys to empower those who have i

_' been hxstancally s:leneed It 1s ve;y easy in ﬂlﬂ Paﬁnelt hasm m the Westem Cape for this

departrnent,_lung hefore Apnl 27th, m set up a very goad open system for nnddlq;class_f

IICEIGSS. o0 | -';Pﬂmmpﬂﬂﬂﬂ 5 gwmg 13601319 Spacea nct talﬂﬂgsﬁace 11: means\ﬁ:e amive :
C :__ nt of peoplemthe management ofth@remromnent“ (195 F 1041) o

= Snmal movemen%s mthe form ofcw:c orgamsanons are an Mportant example pt‘organs of_' '_ -
divil me%that acted s th% "vmcé" of the eppregsed ﬂum:g the a;ltl-apartheid straggler” ™"
bath atthe nlacrojeve} and mwro level (qonmmnfty) Hagv\ever, due to :he changmg socm- R _:-\{_"
pohtma!; nontext, the roia ofthese wulal movements has aeco:dmgly dnhanged Baskm, ﬂ | '_
. "no_.t_ess - civic organisations in all the ihajor urben. certies ofSout{x Aﬁma are busy . '__g;; b
 prepating themselves foradevelopmental role in the fufure. ‘This marks 2 shift may frodt o0 o

- the pohtlcs of mnbthsatlo:; that tended"o’to charactense the anh-apartheld pmtesta of the |
19‘70'5 and 1980‘5 - Civic: mgamsauons have made progress.in mcplgrmg appmpnate U

& forms of - o:gamsahon for cumtmnuty deve!apmeut These inciude communily” wntrolled o

© land and housiog rusts] creit. ubions and (gopmuity loan. fimds, and aazmmw
developmantmlporanm Ir%conductmgs ruggles and eam;:aigns ats gmssrc?ats level, ‘_
cmc nrgamsanons have beoome partwularly aware ofthe naed f@r ahealthy envaronment




wzth_ aocess to parks, gardens, fecreauonal facxht:es, apen spar.:es and clem air for' all ;

waever,thssaissuee ara' seen &S pnmanly pnhtmal, econonnc and orgamsatmnag. and nnt.-

' relegated to " enviry 'jj'" awamnessonmepm*tofmdiwﬁuals (1993 82).

i '.Evm though ﬁns msemh dzd nat sf“ dy cmc argamsatnons perse hut rather actmsrs whb
aremwlved msudh sqmal movemnts ius ‘_ t '_less permi_dnt t‘hat then- aeuvism should'_
e anderstood in-4 context of social iovements. It is only fogieal o attibute these

actmsts’ odhs&erméﬁu%and general worldwaw, to thar involvment wntlm sollecuwhes. :

N

E-Bppeals : T o£ soclal-.movements 1s a ve:y Ieuse one.
Coma_GhO (l 993), mgtes that tha tm soczal movmnmts m_genen °5-'_'F0r mstanoe, the nature B
i"f A Wﬂf somal movement depends on £y dwerslty of. ﬁlctors_ such as h:sﬁonoal

Hm ,th tenn._ mal ‘movemant . could be mteﬁ’chm‘?”m?f used . with "Pe"ple's
and"sﬁcaalexpemnmtsﬂ Wigxwrasa(wgs)notwhmﬂwfe’"ﬁﬂeaﬁm

b i movements that do nn: ﬁsh: to qssutne peWer becauS" | these vasy states m ing cnsm.f? e
Thus W‘gnaraga nates tbat these states o@nst:tute an mtegrni part ofthﬂ pxmmt Ww!s md*w o

" power hut mﬂler they rei:msént 'a new’ bteed ufactors niterested in cmaxmg a ﬂ_‘ee space
: -_&om where ademosraua somety ean em.,rge Therefore 8 oorollmy is 1hat whether or not“



*{ al i

] hasw:tnessed the {Lommg tﬁt& oﬁce ofmany actmsts ﬁ'om (2 wlde ramge of gpc:a;

_"_ the valiﬁ}xty ofsl;ch adxstmctaon, arglﬁngﬁ:at there m conumu f:and axtensians <
. between collective action and Soial suovements over time; "extensagns" i @ sense that the w
! ! ! sﬁmal movements are i f@ct not newbut they ane rather exténmons oftheofthe so— l

called v:ild muvements Tarrow argues that there ar‘;g "cyc{es of a;:tmtaes hy socfal :
R movements a.nd thme cycles cmate and leave a hantagam whnch a new cycle nf‘actmty |




| ﬁusthnoé;"ﬂm ﬁﬂowvanables épuld%ﬁmmme t&b natura of a:social ﬁovemmat‘wﬁ’es;
' ' For féforgamsahon, Jeadezslnp anonhhcaI m




- of Wynberg
| areas closeet 10 "white" s

.:_ resemble& wluma]_ i g_ ofa SpEGlal ’type Tha,t 15, awhlte mmanty Pﬂlzlﬂahbt{’a,\joymg ‘ﬁr&t

"_Z_“thlrd '_nqud” ndxtmns, cm tha other In fact, Sandton :ﬂ reputed 1o h& ane of the ;
« _wealtlnest mbugs in South Aﬁ'wa, whereas Alex is largely lmown fonts condmons of*-_ SR -

' CHAPIERHVE, Eﬂvmhnmmn mmsmmmmncmm
mcmc ENVIRONMENTAL msm:m Amw«mmmmm '

: 'Lomha.rdy,
' frb A publicatlan by Fu

Alacan&a tammshlp, OFSIII'!PY :;'_'Alegxf is also callad the "Bark Crty" R eamed tha latter c .
c nsme as a rewlt of lack of‘elecmclty in the tovmsh:p T8 ordered hythe "whxte" suburbs | _' L
' am;l Marlbora It g faet cme of‘tbe few_"black" residentlal . - o
- ure Markbling sptly notes, "The
.'::;“:-_blggeat surpnse nf all is the':&tuatic-n of Alex i une ofthe few }alacﬂ townslnps 1o he':‘g__._" E ' -:"_:
completely hemmadmbywhxte subiarb, Wynberg tothe Wast, Malboro andt Kelvin to :he-f L
. North; Kew and Lombardy to the South; further away to the East, beyond the immedinte -
R 'boundnry ofthe Hskom power fines, fie Modderfonm and Lumbro Park" quoted Fom mef
B fdreword, (1983)._" Axex s clasa geograptncal premnﬁt? m Sandtnn captures ﬁlﬁ glaﬁng S

U ! i A : it Arat oﬁg;hmauons Farinatanke,-*

~ acoording to o the 1991 ofticil Populanon Census the total population was 124 408. Onthe 7
atherhand, noffigial estimates put it atthefollowmg 175000 (Lawson, 1991), 250000 ° - N
o (A!homon and Buden I)esxgr. Progrannne, dxsuussmn paper), 350 000 (;Iggm' - =
. '-'Alexandm Civic Assnclatmn Newsletter 19’94 Vol, 1, Nc 1) Most ofthe respondents_-l_;-f -
: argﬁe that it is dtﬁicult to make 2 raasmabie esnmatmn of' the populatxon ﬁtze ofAIex. o -
e 'I‘hay attnbute this. diﬂicu!ty to tha fact that almost every day thei'efis an influx of nesle . R En
| fom othier placés. partmu!arly thoss frora the bardenng states such s Mozambique ande
P _Zunbabwe Neverthaless, mast efthe reSpondenta are unmmous in thalr eshmation of S
._a-'-_.'arnmmaooooo B e R



. - he mere so;oumem m "wlute" urBan South Aﬁnca and thmts de _ 'Jiamu u:&ashucun'é"and :
o : servwes Inrually Alexwas adnmstered hy a Health Commefgtg ensgra a supply ofclea&-; __
: water and mrmge for tha ehnunaﬁon ofWaste (‘bxd) Hnwevqr thls mangemsnt dxd not

. lond to te dbinement of the prblem of aﬂnﬁmstmm hence t4é somment, “Thg froblom
;that burdened Alexandra.from its meahoxy";' ht yp° iO 1953" Whe“ the 1 Pm-tlrﬁan ﬁ.,

* Fpalth Board (ﬁmrm; took over, vithat it was, in the warﬂs of Moikiwe Dikobe, *
j__nqbcdy's baby‘ The gav.,nmem, pwvumial admmistrattm and ﬂle Iohameaburg C1ty

o o _'Lmkad to the latter prob!ems was the pmblemnof avezpopnﬂauon and housing shtmga S

: e I'illay ﬁml;er rmterates, “Smoe the mun uf*‘tha townshlp m 1912 vamllatory govemment :

:“-;:._..5{'-pohcy have led to. housing shortages, congestion and the development of typicsl shum |
i condltmns Winle govemment }ras heen prepafed to a&cede to the mtpandmg demands of

cﬁpﬁal fnr }black labour it has nat shown snm:lar wz]lmgm,-ss to cate~ ibmthe aoﬁakand

. econonic needs of this yorkRorce” (1984 1 6). “Ths nciease of populstion fn Alex could
o el ba explamed in terms of the puhﬂcal-monomy con%ext of South= Affica.” The T
R ;_--’"eu:pmmon ofthe ma;lufactuﬂﬂgmdustrymthepost World WarTwo greatlymcreasedtha :
7 demand for labour on the Witwarersrard hus contributing to the rapid. growth’ qf
__'.-_:_”_Alaxandra. In 19]6thepopulatmn wasapprommatalygﬁo snmethemthas mcreasedﬁ'om |

7200 momzz 000in 1937 and by 1943 was 45 000 (lbnd)




. iuinly in backyase

Alm « dmm. Fmay' ot 0 cvceiing o o g 5y
@l "racketeerhg in hlgh rantals. I quo’ting the mhmmesburg Clty Council 1943 suwey Pillay DR
o E - notes that 45 000 nennle were owpymg 1 948 stafyls, m average 0623 petsons per stmd B
o By rmd-lgso's thie population was estmwﬁed 1100 000 on an average of 40. persons per R
o stand and up to 160 fn some stands. Furtl‘lennofe the appproximate area of Alex wasone
- ':_;__!';"squa; il Tharelaxat:on ufmﬂux emtrol measures aIsa!ed to the increase, ,Jﬁbpulatmn N
- inAlexandre, By the 1970's Lawson (1991), nofes that s population of 75 000 was fving
SER shaplcs In fact, ﬁlexandra has ofie of the highest rattos ud’shacks to _'f- ’3:;_ -
__”"”huuses‘ out of aJl the townslﬂps he has seem ~Such. oondmons ha;} tbetr ooncnqmnt .
o roble@s, Fcr mstance, the lack of adequate ,health facahtm laid mnduuiv»zr eonditlons for 5. S
the: ﬁ'equmt outbreake of typhoid and tuberculosis (fbid) Organised el ’
c'%'l;._-l'._’ratas of ﬁnem;alayment wexa also soma oftiae somo—econmua preblem&in AI" ™

'_.The above pmblems wera further @xacelhated by gavemnentupohmes of thwartmg' t‘he
o ___."estaﬁhmt of 8 stable and pennanent towpshlp Lawson (1991) notes tbat in the 1960‘s
: . 'Alexandra bems 1 thom m the s:de of the N onal:st govmmgnyg seperale .
: "'"_'pohcy, 1twas sche:iuled for reconstmctmnas xmgrautlabnur hustel c;ty'_nﬁ_" 'e 1960‘3 In <5 R
fine wnth th:s deeasion, n@uch ufthe emsﬁng housmg was d%stroyed anu thousands Qf p'*,op!e @
. .."'mwed into Sowetc hlld nther dlstant tnmslnps (1b:d). For the next twmty years Alex. was
| regarded as n vemporary residential townslip; and there wes fttle exps dlmreonhuuﬂngor .
_,_Semces like water, *reﬁ;se removai, electricity, _ erage systems, of o |
o drams ('bxd) T P a o “ B “’ Tl e

& : S Rl

repneved. 'I‘Ius repneve ‘came a5 g result of protest&tmns and mobihsation under the

© muspioes of "Save-Alexandra € ,.%\@g Ted by Rev Sam But O thg‘ ot hand the

; re'versal uftHe declsiﬁn must also be seenagamst the background ofstate reﬁmns at that

. _. ) . i . WL

o Polrhoally Alex residents and conmmty leaders have glso ohaumged the status Qo For._
. mstance the expropnaﬁnn of praperty m 1963 ny the goverﬁment was methth msistemue
h o ’that saw the ravemal ﬁfthe governmem demsum and as a result in 1979 May 7 Alex %)vhs Zfi-"?;,: T

B I




B nnd 1980'5 cmnbmauon of represswe urbamaat:en bprfh acute housmg shortuges, ;he

s

ofthe. broader pgl:’mcal and emnomﬁu context that led m the general mcrease& u' ,'_a{uon-, :
espmaliv in the. Gait ng reg;on Saplre (15193} notes that tha state‘s mhan pohqr refom:s : I S
of tlie 1980‘3 and bmader ecbnomm cliauge- mstﬂted in the deepemng of soeml S
dnmamnqaﬁon am:ithe mtenmﬁcatlon ufptewu!‘e&pﬁ matenal moumes Furrhexmore, :by RO

;‘eaesmn, cnndmaps m the forrner "homelands“

andﬁrmngakaas, all oonsplred tn pmduce



Comal
3

ibr ﬁumly housmg ami 99 year imse hold (‘bld)

nates:that..dunng.this:pénod, the gcwemnent ha@ spent R138 zmlhon on ﬂie upgra&mg _
pmgrame 'I'he. upgradmg programm oump:;sed. the tamngoi»‘ certain. mads, m,stp]hng
_ waterbome’ sewmgge, stepuwater drains, eleatamty rehm:lauon systm aud the raixming -

o incrcased it beyond Alex péo o L

\

. -.mapa] e!ectwns Wgrg boycotted, as 2 re;mlt ofthe I_Tmtpd Demwattg ant‘ mpaisn

actmsts' __"'111'1986 Iune 12, a Semnd State of Emergency was declalfed Howew, at:ﬂxa

sama t:me the Alex tevgn ccmmﬂ alsa callapsed but Alex’s admnustratxen Waaf‘féi:en over ¢ L
by 2 mml- Jnthﬂnagement tentm, pm‘l; of the: State Secun‘y@oancﬂ‘s Natlunal Sec«lmq | ;__; L
Management Systam. Itwasalso dumlgt}nstlmathat 13 Alex acuwstswem chargedmth ;
- «high treasdh, a}tarnaﬁng w;th sedmon and suhvermon in terms af sectlon 54 §2) of the
Imemal Se&unty;Act ofzgsz, (ibnd) R N

oS e " S SR T .
Lo L RIS

’I'he abové sqenauo d’f state’ represmon and pchticil moblhszttlon m Aluta:ndra must '-'Q
huwever be swn i & bmader political and ecnnomic oontext, as the wmauon was ot g
conﬁned to Almndra. Smce rmd-1984 South Aﬁ‘m’s tawnslups have béeﬂ tha mtez n?

-g’;.
P




o urban plannmg, to study the hoqsmg ﬁnd semce sxtuat:on in Alex, Lawsm_i'(i 991) Tge

Tomt

el

Wa.ter Board and tl;le Developmant ‘Bank of Southem Aﬁw& (Alex Jomt\N[_. : ﬁ

B “Alexmdra Accmrd" was cme of‘the mn;stcne de%lopmental pro;ects in. Aiaxu _' rtake T
-  local compaunity througs the Alexatidea C:wc Orgamsatmn TheAleamndraAcmd-;r
h was sxgned on: 271:11, Febmary 1991 between the then Transvaal vamtnal Autl*onty,
ﬂgen Alexi(;?&gg:num‘l, Cermf Witwatersmnd Regicnal
Serwoes Cohmil, the Sandtnn Town Councﬂ, Randburg Town Cmnml, Eakom, the Rand AR



Wh"m ﬁnuséssth _ﬁéhble tﬂ"ownthmefmouﬁ iow cast homes ta he built} and the

B .

o s m °&' pe"pl“ ""ere to pay, sl’mt !ﬁt'f':'_" "pnces for §emm such s

h

- watar,sewara,éeandmbblsh ;emoval ihe RECwasg:ven 3
and samtahan m hostels and shack areas to prowde wﬁets and upgrade the bucket
system, rubblsﬁ remogﬁl and the unprovement ofthe elecmcxty system. S

:ﬁ_ . _?

. “(r".sl:}-. : -






e msturydfmwlvmnentmconmamty sodos 1 who el od1ope o -
movanents, such as cwics ’I’he rauonal xs that ciwcs and lﬁcal of ‘political -

an lmp “W -of deveibﬁment and the xaews of respondents as cmmmﬂy astmsts'{-f
B m"““m and m““‘"‘" 'ﬁf.m.’*ﬂt: *“5 son of the Suuth Aﬁwan Commuist

c;mwdmg and ather reI@ued problems, you can not aﬁbrd the Iwcury offocusmg exclumvély :

o on greea. lsmes of the env:ronment. In as muoh as tlwse 1ssues are unportant it xs--.-...:




£ o ;Dl‘ogressws persﬁucnve thafwas dtscussgd earfer on. They noted that the envmmnem I

these struggles shaped theslr"pmpecnve and practme of the mvlramnenf as a teﬁ'am on___

Irx trymg to prohe Wimt the mspnndenm in Alex uai’ierswnd the snv:mnment fo bL, uthe .

CIueszion, "What igiyour und_* standir _;oftha environment and gr_,wmmmi issucs™, was el
* posed. T general terrs it emergé& very clearly that most ofthe"respmdeats happen o
cleﬁne the enwmmnent‘ Wr? mch i in torms oftheu' soma! rea.hty and thus accordmg to the o

e

Eh abnut where peopls hve, and- thus their evejyday hmg w:roundmgs 'I'herefore, ﬂﬂ&;_
. - mcluded proper housmg, enough iand, tazred m and green SPMGS Far m: | _
- mspnﬂﬂent, Mﬁha ngomane noted that thp enwonment was ahout, i tha SDmO-phymeal_i R -

! thﬂ‘};ls genera]ly whe.re people hya_, the space areund ﬂiem, the resmceﬁ S

necessary to suppart llfe hke housing, health care, faod, clathmg, roacls, tmnsport,'

cture wateraupplxandsamtarynmues b Anotherresp ondle

' LSt:me!a, a ynuth wlto pqgsents a pmgtamm on the. env:romnez & ;and health on Ale:fs.- __ " -
- commurity vadio, *Alex M, axpresseda siilar understanding of the énvironment, " Itsf:f.
- {the enwanment) not ‘only about "green” issues, its about the health)b cendmons mthm
_;.___'wluch peo‘ple Tive, its. abnut hnth people and other living thmgs' " Indeed, all the ENE

. respondents alluded to the brnader, t!ax to elay expenenees of Alex, whan they Wam W

. =2
r_;.

deﬁnmg tﬁe enwronmeﬂt Noné’ ofthe m.spondents ma,de resf qses that mvoked the olcl,:

o

e

o Even fJ;le experts Who Were mtemev'ed cm the veqr same quesﬁonresponded by alluchngso o o

 the fact that the understaiding ofthwgmmnme;ﬁ st be in broad, holistic terms, This <

- takmg into” aocoﬁnt people‘s social reahues and concerns For mstance, ‘Arm Sugme, Lo C

. 'GFMS coqnmunryWaste Prngramme Co~nrdmator and alsg Earthiife activist, also argued o
c that meenwromnent 1§ abnut Evelythmg. the alrwebreath thewaterwe drmk, whewwe,__ . |
E hva and wark and about ntﬁe:- isques that aﬁ‘ea ﬂm q,uallty thfe, uke saw heﬂth ﬁnd R
bmadlybtodmrmy R T R - .:“_. :_. B



wnmnmtal problems On“ce more, most af what the :.respo.ndents regarded 'as v
- '_-:_-enmnmpréh]sms,werealsoreﬁectweofthesocio-ecbnonmmnfdlﬁnnsmAIex In BTNEE

pogulau‘bn efabnut 350 ﬂﬂo hve entwa squaze kilomeu'es ofland The iatter mﬂﬂmoﬁs
- havein tumled fo ammatm whaeby people.ium erect shacks on any piece OF larid they -

;‘-eharacteushcs e:f dtrabt ot overt emnmnmental racism.- and mjustlce However it s
o rmpmtant to' note that respondents dxd not use the tqrm emronmantalmsm and
_'.fm}usﬂce" per ss, bitt the underlymg causes a,ttnbuteﬂ ta thase ngblems are due to

-_ -'_._'gardmferﬁlmmdfaecmﬁumdemwhcmmﬂsmddnammenm-bﬁﬁomthesew -
mtersstonnwaterdramsﬁndthenﬂmvdmcﬂymtomesmam However, ﬂws:tuanonis

_' ather Words, mwronmental degradahon Alex was largaly attributed to tha somu-

e ﬁ’ld even on Btﬂewalhs. s s led to the blociangofstormwa:eﬁdramage systent The | R
L Scma bfthe resp_ndents denttﬁed those pmblems that 6ould ’be regarded as exhibmng

o " apartheid a andﬂts suucmsofbxack focal aufhorites! Infa@t, evenwlute residents in nearby o
. 'snbmf:s and mdustnas are smd to hq alsc I'BSIJonsibIa for some. ofthe socaal _an:i thus

:Theluskemver whlchﬂowsthrbughAlexlsreportedbymosgofﬂlerespondents, asaslte
_ _':-_'ofdmnpmgbywlntenelghbnursaudmdumﬁmtsasweﬂ Anamdemﬂﬂgﬂ.ﬁﬂﬁa :
 Ne.16; by Moloi, notes that whits neighbours’ usage of chemicals from, swimying pools, - "_;-_jr-*_»

Coy \l Lo

" exacerbated by the fact that the Juskel Tiver s, ten kilomedre'strefch and thus passés .

t‘hrcmgh a lot of‘plac&i It stmts at BmmaSLake passes througﬁ Gdloaly's ﬁmn and flows _. _'_*
5 :'throw mctustnal areas around Edenyale where it ples up m&usulal chenﬁcals, mcludmg "

| Moddezfontansprmt tnbutary oamas pouuuon ﬁ'orn ‘the AE;CPs Modderfom‘s ;

'(?
(A

: }'b_ p



- :j __. me the: abave detailed de&cnptmn of the phymcal mnte gi’ the Juskel nver 11: 1s clear that o

- most & of hazﬂrdaus wastes aml poﬂutants are. gmaﬁed by wialte remdential areas and :
inchmm&’ ' _'f“ 'is ﬁlrthennnre c!earthat even ‘lh,ough hlack I‘Bs:ldatits in Alexandm do also
duii_npmﬂae anr th%y howaver suﬁ'er’themost ofthe adveme e%etsas a cangequenee of
thp pollutlen af the Juskﬁn. _Cinldren in Alex a:re repott&d tmplay and §ome nmesmm:_

I_ndeed nut m:lly does the_-pallutnon in the-nver threatenthe health and lwes of the d:ilclrﬂn
LAl but:tdoesalsothreaienthos&ofaduitssmasome of the peoplewﬁo Tive i natby
" shacksdo ﬂaen-_wasmqg In the rivet. Moloi, quotes 8 Depariment of Water Cbrestry noting
e that: " treme:idous hlgh Ievels of nutrient pollnuon, witkh is the ma;ﬁr mntﬁhltnf tor th
. '-;;: fotal po]lunun ‘mput ('oi‘ the Juskea catcbmém: area);thé_:lngh mxﬁlent loads ﬁ-om @ex are.
L _causgig eptrophxcaﬁon prob?ems in the Juskel nvert and & depletw : of the dissolved

._;,-5‘_""EAI-"&‘t from the:.rusken nv?*polh:tmn by nelghhomg white. remdmts and mdustnes, o
g 'dumpmg, somst:mes afhaaardous matenal has been rep?}rted In sama eartmn mstaaces <
| '_'thts hus !ed to senous health pmblems for chﬂdren In ﬁct, earher m ﬁns pgpq- ,—efereme

- - was mﬂﬂe tuva newspaper réport (R‘he Stw* Fehruary 6 1992) bn an mmdent wherﬂay-__j
- & ‘-"I”ldl‘en Wes:ﬂ bunft due ta a chmuoal mbsﬁqnt;_e that wﬁs dumped hy a truclqﬁom nesf A
" industies. ¢4 unlely that white chidren could fuce thrests of l-heath as a gesult of
= "playmgm the nver or dumps asthayda not m;peneﬂm lack Gfmem facﬁitxesi-m :‘halr ;




' wse of Axm«ma mnéitrons of squalor ana prevalent due to aparmexd plaxmmg a:nd
wbamsatmn ﬁ: has been already demoastrated in thls paPeI‘ homAimxs’{meduct af such-_ L

te lwenthnugh » m'ﬁ}f@@b@ fthe‘téﬂm ‘

mustafthetxmc' dedmaﬂﬁseﬂ‘ect Th:sxsem tm:hewnﬁaﬁmgofﬂwgqualar :

ition Ai&cmd an the athar handﬁthe ﬁlean d‘ wdl setvnced srtuatttm in: white

suburbs Heme the obsewatmn hy one ﬁfhe ;gs m,, sumeia, "Black tawnshlps m

9__!1: ! Q =+ 04
o degradauon and;ts accampanymg healﬁxhazaxds But whxtes get:ﬁrstﬁreference mtemr%‘

- ofﬂaeprommnbfsemcesmdm ':mwromnent“ e

- ": - Asnmed earkermtlnS papef_ .-_thenexsna fomal, mass—bmd typﬂ' °f Wmmm"‘sm

k m AIex a!ong thcg lmm ofEafthhfe Aﬁma er enwr"mnental juatlce movement& m’ths_US
among mmonty g@):ups, Even wrthm the organmapans ﬁom whxch most or 1hqrespendeﬁu

e come, it is tlear that them ‘8. focus on. envronmental msuaspar 5, b theﬂe are
artlmlated wrthmtha ﬁamework ofother more presmng so}‘sp-emnonuc pn{blemg’ Asg

remlt thére ha.s ndt bean a Spﬁmﬁc focus on mwoﬁmental problmns s an isolated and

spemﬁcterrmnofinugglebyihesefomanomﬁomw}nmthasemdewma T

e It could howaver l;se seen ﬁ'om the backgmimd mfonnatlon abﬂllt A‘BX thﬂl’ thls 1°Wﬁp

has got a stmng histary nf aontnbutmn to the poht:caI stmggle both at the nauonal axirl

commumty levels’ Though these. strugglg:s wers?>not about envm'mmental 1ssutm per .se,

however, rtcouldbearguedthatthexsmthatwereatthecennBoﬁhesestmggles,wete

B VRIS o

- [




- The g hed recuring concetns dunng th nterviews s it rt.spondmts from Alex ;} :
- were reﬁantwe of the “brown™ issues of the*enwromnent " s explained arlier on, this "
- eférs__m 1ssues llk¢ ﬁousmg, land, electnty,rproner samtatwn and wafer The “braw:f f’ar

- oThe pmmg ubrm issués in Alexandra have already _bm aﬂudedto. Tt bekefaf | |
The msp@ﬂﬁents that if there auuld be ahmprovemerﬂ bfthese pm‘blems, invanﬁb the o

mtemews respondents cntad lank nf‘proper and aﬁaugh hbusing, !aek eﬁough Iand ancl &\‘ |
over-sro}r‘rding oy anme of the’ mogt pressmg “bmwn agauw in Alex The.y aaa the °
pmblems of Iack of houmg, over—cwwdmg and inmﬁ‘:cnem land 8 mfmqlated. i‘he
: problem oflack ofproper and encugh housmg in Alexandra i canspnwausly ﬁemg made
g vismlebymanyshacksthatareemctedinalmostevmyopt}mpacemﬁwdm. Bﬁople
evefferectshackaon thehank thejuskez nvei- Asut hasa]ready been mmusnad, about :
o 75_000_ peop_lehvem,thaseshﬁ mAlex T ST S

.':1. 'G"" S A

Dark:e Ramem of'the Alaxmdra Land and Propm‘ty Owners’ Assmauon (AI.POA), notés ;. de
that, “It is aJmost zmpossible to have greeuery in tha,form of‘parks and trees ort the SIde-
© walks in Ale, whilst wa aro stil fooed with problems such as lack of enoiggh land to buld
houses inthe ﬁrst p}ace, there isnot even space for alde-\ﬂalksdo planttm& It %vogld be . .
| foolhardy to want to bqﬂd parks m‘ﬁgmtaddress the basm ne;-ds thhe pmple such as « N



- rmpondents echned ﬁae same. setmmants

" B

housmg ."Without add:esshg tﬁe‘basm"“n“eads ofthe peoplé, ltke using, & vironments
L f-__'-"-nntiatwes wdl not be sustamable . Inldeed, “the 'after oommenis m‘e vahd as oth:':l' R
- ' ”,Mphn Mcgomane, sitod exémples of tlw S__'
T i cleamng up of‘the Iuskal nver mdzcat:ve enwmnniéntal uutia.hves that dire not sustmﬂabl& f? T
R ihatmthepasttherehasbeen several attempts to keepﬂwJuslmmerclm[ a8
. S du othelack ofmough ]and spa(:a, peopla have resorted to hmldmg shacks alon ) the o
nverhank. Tfﬁshnﬂedtuthepersmtenthttermgafthenver AR = : '_

:-1"

| "-;-'-Tne pmhleﬁl cf over-crowﬂmg, sehich is la:gely atm‘buted o the. infiux of megal

Othe;l persxstent and pressing “bmw issues mclueled Iack of euectncu}n Mast ofthe
respondeﬂts argued that the provrs:ori af electnm!:y would help 10 allemate _' o
 heal th P’d other socml problems sucl: as crime: For mstyace, @ prowsm oi’eteemctty
S could al}wthte air pollutxon, whmh was crtad by thatespondents a8 ona ofthe must ser‘kms
| healthand mmmgalproblmmfaged bytheresidems ofAlex. o

-.:.ﬁ ::\___ " imigrants, i also seen 10-be’ larggly responsible for the prevalent eﬁirlmnmenta.
;_'degraﬂumn, pamculaﬂy the problem of wiaste: Lmda Twala ﬂf the Almndra Rﬂﬁlse
Remnval, con!pimn@d that reﬁzse and waste preblems in’ Aiex mcrease b;v the day. He R
'attn‘butqg ‘I:hls Iargely tO th&ﬁlctthat Aiexis m:penencquanmcreasemmmpulﬁﬂon srze L 7 :

- ‘at & mpid pai:e I-Ia ftmher noted ~that it was mévrtabls as the Alexsindrs Fﬂp‘ﬂaﬁ‘m
mﬁ}‘-\ﬁr@as od's0 Wnn;g ﬂw pmhlem of waiste, As me of ﬂ"ﬁﬁhrée refttse remuval sub-
S __coutracturs Algxinecﬁmplamedthatthe conﬁmtarsdo“"" cliave e |
vt thincreasing volumes ofreflse. Twala notgtha i the problfh of over-owding
. “could b curbed the problern of refse removal could bso be anemamd Thlswould mm PR
'f_'"leadtumqam?edhealthqpndmonsmdah\dngenvh‘dment AR w *

rJ ' u

o
e '-b: % S A

Ll | 'I'he precedmg paragraphs have giembnstmted tha: p%aple in Alm: d '_"e, percewe and e
B ;-understmd envlronmmtal :ssues aocordmg fd\ then' somal and mnteﬂal realrl.y Uncferlymg

thear deﬁnmon, parce.ptlm{ _A’d understandmg, is thﬁ fact that they attnbuiae this reakty to

ﬂi&pﬁf pollGIBS’ nfse @-e gatmmst and ap!ll‘theld engmaenng Tlﬂs wnuld ihean that even If




g | is, enwrgnmmaﬁsm cant not ba tmdﬁrsmod outsnde the bmader issws 6fsocml ju#ﬂt"ﬂ 'Ihe .

'gqfnmumtieos in South Aﬁwa, in parﬁwlax Alexandra. It i€ a{act JhahSouth Aﬁ'lca has got’ _-
¥ rone ofthe bigg’ést gapsbetWeen the nch(whitesg and the pant(ﬁlack), For mstauee, in Alex -
ahgut 7&% oﬂthe resudents stay m mekhuldm tlzat ‘is shacks, > 'I'hss does it meaxi onq:xs;_' i
R denymg that Afncan%mmms do ﬁot have problems w:th regar& to lack ofﬁbl'sm& |
S ; However, i daés seem that some uf‘ the aomo«wnnonﬁ@ cond:tms'_m Ale:x andilﬁged

i d:ﬁ‘erent Forent, T South Aﬁma, A:ﬁmans who»are in the m&Jnniy in' temm Uf““mbm wm?ﬁfei’."_]- o
. '_: to mmy 2 democratia gawnmem led by the ANC. Aacaramg to the mafnmy ofﬁﬁ%&*f S

msue. 6femrmunqntal Jusiiwe, 1sﬂ|erefore pnﬂ»ofthebmadermaljusnoemyrse Uuhke

3 '_ mhar Aﬁ:can townsfnps aremoge depreased e




2 b}*-the %nmmmunes ofthe 5}'55&!11" and therefP'a the eomﬂal}' i&ﬂ‘ﬂt ﬂ’mf S

" dik that thoy wouil theretor e thatthmraﬁpmog:sand bnnoemsmmt. ".' patdly
T andJLstly addressed, becarise they them selves are not P’“" of the "systr" mf} Ww m;:"
rol. Therefors, it :mwhdynamﬁsthatmuld perhaps%xpifmwhyﬂbws-mm“

o ThéAlex Envu'amneﬁtal «Emté\\ﬂon Group (AEPG) is: a masmcal example ofam attempt to e

- form an envn'omﬁeml orgamsatmn but Wrt'lwut any. mmess The idea oi’ the gmup was 5

" concewed by one of the founder ulmbem Mpha Mogomaﬂe m 1993 and others, Sam
N  Mhinngn Isaac }Hangwm ‘Patnc Srmﬁh and Ezrom Ivﬂﬂyng, -_-_Ail of these peopl& haVa a |

. _-"longiﬁstﬂgr u{-‘mmumtyﬁwolvement - L A




Mpho notes: tmt thc; dit ofthe orgamsatmnais to educete the people of Blex abouc'the
a4 aﬁwomnentai nssaes, Iww mvlromnental hawds wﬁld mmaten the&r healti; an:f hves and _: o
ﬁ,. w aiso ::reate a habﬁable en andto e&tabilshparks In m the 1453& offonmng__::'f-:_; »
& iuii&n an Orgamsatlon, argiw:lMpho was preclsg‘ly dug to thie appalhng squalar in Alex and o
s ’the cenoonnta.% enwronmm ardd haalth h&zafds gmerated by such condmons In Ius:_ -_ _'\-'f
 own wafds he natgs that the formstmn of such & gtoup was nnportant metha't 1t could L
. enhmc@ eso‘@l;andnamral etwonmentofAim“ AR

B 'i-_"i:

PR Hnwever, o P ""sinoe 1993 AEPG has been strugghng to become a ﬁ:lly~ﬂedged

o crganisatmn Tmegr%bbm fawd by tha fotmdws of t]:us orgmnsanon are multl-facetetl | e

‘ Among eme; problems there are tﬁcse pertammg 0 managemeﬂ’«'?“" m‘f‘”"’“"h‘i’ 2
Manage :- pmblems tefer fo inter afta'. 1ack of people who are wilr _"td'vuluntanlyf*_; i
) perfonn mamgemeﬂttasks Mpha notes that' iiost of the peoplﬂ who are “"11’“3 to'be pat f.‘ S
ofthe orgamsahon are also preaocupled mth the:r ﬂsﬂ-ﬁme JOW the other hand the.v f-':ﬁ':?.' . '
'. :_ean 1‘\1} 1‘55»\?6 their’ j;_ to work. for the rawval of the ﬂfgamsaﬂon heo_.ause nf Iack of
% income, Also finked th the latter ‘problenm s the isse of funding, in fapt Mpho argues that . -
 thelack afﬁJndEE s b thn o i il st oo s B
‘ﬁgncﬁonal g o \ T o

- Thepmblemof ihndmgis mturn also lmked ta other orgamsational aspects Far m . o
| -. ity d'tmcult to’ mgamsa aotmtzas to- p;;rsue their goals ‘There are- senous iogmimi o
o Pl‘oblems Bﬂi@fpense? of ha\nngto organise an event ot aWOrkshop There are problems -
e s'-whasﬂrganlsmg noskers 1‘.0 advertlse, hlnng avenue and buymgm(mm_y mngothﬂ :
oo thmgs Ingp]te of-su .hmm&% AEPG has howw embarked un & few actw:ﬁes In
March 1995 “the, Orgimlsatmn orgamsed tme-planMg in East Bank, a newly de%lnped ._ W
R relanvely up-maﬂ{et part of Alex.. Ahout 50 trees wierd planted and the sponsommp{? "

L prﬁwdndbyadonornmnedﬂetze! -- .
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B fooks like 1993 marlmd thajﬂghhght ofthe existence ofAEPG whenﬂumg.me' Arboxgr |
' Day, Prmident Mandela attended & tree-planting @amony " He planted & 0. and also.

gaveaspee&h The oceasion was held at the East Bank Sportm Cemplm;mdwas a.ttemded e

by over mao guests, remembers Mpho However, the event was sponsorad by Gmup for-_. .

Emaronmenta! M‘E:mtnnng 'Irees ﬁor Aﬁica pd the then Al&: town. counctt. The spwess S

- nf th:s nccamon shows tha uuportance extemal ass:stance espec;ally by weil-estabhshed 3 S
+ envirchimenta NGO's ke GEM, Agit i 1994-AEPG celebraied Arbour Day bypxanmarg-i__ o

5()0 traes, Trees fnr Aﬁlqa sn.tppﬁeti the trees The W@ﬂd Env:mmmnt Bay was ceiebm
‘ig,- stage vndeo shaws on enwmnment ,at thme pnmary schoo[s urAfexandra. Tha sponsm‘s
meEMandtheFﬂm_RasourceCem R |

Theabaveouth:msg}ﬁmﬁ}usmrrandsm& Gﬁ‘i‘usfai*" Thefactthatﬂnsﬂgm@ |
has not: bemmz ﬁ:ﬂy established has made 1t"dtﬂié:llt 1‘:9 do any researeh zes&arch w@
suhstance oniL However, the unpoztance of‘this b:iefcase study has been mre xymbolm o

s

than substantsal That :s tﬁe problems faced by ﬂu%orgamsatlm eould be _' : '_ o O
sheddmg llghttm sume of the factors that ngpede any. emérgence ofenwonmehtal gmups

Cin'bnd outaide Alex in Aﬁ‘mn townsh:ps “This case:study is dlso an good example of 3 "f

Stmveﬂasquaiter is one of the many squatterareasmlnn Almcanﬁra Thﬂreasaahmu L
5 000 Peepla m Stswetla, with 1 000 households Its clean-up pmje;',t Js a l’ele’"ant o

o N m:ample of grassroots-dnven envxmmnental project Un]lke ‘the. AEPG tlus pro,aect 1s :

Iaxgely sucﬁessthl dua"to ex.temalassastance ﬁ'om ABSAandKeep South AmcaBeauﬁﬁﬁ

P

'.:\ .

genmneattanptby grassmotspeopleafmextoaddmssanmmnental‘pmblems Cle

The project has twa key objeetwes, to keep ihe sqm:er aréa. ctean and also prowde 3
Plojanenttolocalresadents Thecormnumty appmached ABSAfor ﬁmdmgandABSA o

prmfidedtheﬁmdmgbased on whatlteoststo cleanupthearea:ayear R 100000 Mr

Mokwele who leads the pIQ]th also appmanbed KSAB an beha!fof the ddmnmmty for 5



: 'grassmetf enmﬂmental nutmuges #g lndzcat[vg gf
sr.ﬂ{l? af the pmhlmls fac.ﬂ:g potentaal emuranmemal ‘nitiatives in Alex. he, AEFG for; -
'_ hec.ausa nfla.q!mfﬁmds With regard m the




- ':-_-',--:"_-'.:f'mJuSﬁce has rewaled that th:scbnceptwas vmy nm¢hm 1138 mfanny ill sguth}._ﬁ-xca, d;espite-

B '_the fact that it widespread. ‘A . rosult this study hérraWed from the Upited' States’

B . '_ expeneime ta shed l:ghmn the sxtuatlon i South Aﬁu:a.. The unneept of enwromnantnf i
i “racism and" mjustica was comed in tbe Umta& States and pc; “_'_ﬁ 5
" of Chrlst Commission for Racial Justia 1987 report calied *Toxic Wstes and Rece in ther
" United States ; A Natiial Repor on the Racil and Somo-Eoononﬂc Characteristios of
i ; ainmumuas wittt Hazardmls Waste Sltes“ This study was the ﬁrst e&brt _praaent a

L :_:Tha us htesatm'e has played asignjﬁmtmle in tha mdy 1 has managed to'de
L the sc:enﬂﬁc validxty ofﬁae wastenca m‘envwonmemal rgcasm and mjustlce Tius bas be&u |
T 'dona thrauglg the cpmprehenswe study ofthe Umted Ehurch of Christ's- Comnns&on for

ca by the United Church . i

N _ﬁ"__'_demdamon aud :Il—hehlt;;aas a result

: ‘Ramal Justlce, the empuica! evlctenae wmch 11: pmduced and. mbaequut researcﬁ. As a m

__.._remlt th:s aﬁ‘ofded the uonaept to be employed in ﬂns;swdy mthout nshngthe poss"ﬁimy B
T ofit bemg dlsmissed o popuhst and devmﬁ of any sclenuﬁo basxs. Thg US study has alsc . f -
L .baen pmﬁculaﬂy mlevant and mterestmg m that there are to som@ etxhent some smulanﬁas SRR

- i.:Mregardtcmoerelatxons betweenthe lattercnunuyandttm South Aﬁ-lm Sltuation . |

Yom bath wmmesm is'a presene ofblack peoplp, eien though in South Aﬁma bl«ack*s T

' ate n the majorky and i the US they are in the minoriy. In both courices blacks wete .
e #ubjecbsd to msumhonahsed racism.  Howeer, in the case of the Us, nsta:te-san&:oned;”_{--_:a ST

. - mm was ahohshed in the 195@9 dunngthe helght ofthe mvil nghts mové‘nem. In, South_f" o :



Clmn;h af Chrlst Cam:mss;pn R

prevaleme of mql dlscmunamﬁ Newspaper repbrts and ‘other pubhcatlons mnunue ta
showthat Aﬁica:@mmcans and nunontxes are, worse soczo»econonu‘"éally in relatlon to

T \nthm race; groups.”This therefore ilustraes the fhct ﬂmt officiil dutlawing of m‘f‘“’“&'
© disorintn tmglaws ddesﬁntnecessmiy Precludethaﬁrevalenceandmdaedthepmcuwof:_

© social engmeermgiaracuse ofaegregatmn and ap

blackmnunumtxes, Dy

partmlar

p!ms;s‘ on the urbamsntmn, even thcugh B

pamculadythefonner‘ melands" Vanuuslftemformstamel’osel (1991) Mahm

L

. | sagahas e ‘:"'r:that in Sduth Aﬁ'ma enmnnmwtal sacism and lmustwe daes
" it n hl St o well, Tnstead, i sy s e thet cvronental
“mclsm and mjuﬁhoe ls nut‘only Bnaxtenmon ofj u,tmnghsad mm‘t 15 lﬂherentmzhe*‘f_' .
y éﬁd Iﬂothei wOrds’ segl'egati{)mstand :.
apartheid polisies mhel‘enﬂgf mﬂitaﬁﬁgiw&lepr’évaleme ofran ellvu'onmmtally - thy e




.{1%921; i refmrt c1994) smang othem;:fﬂhmaw' Wbmﬁm

he prcmded As & remlt, thewWas n& mmgh and Pfopﬁr hol;lsmg lack of enough Idnd
’l:ins mated ovgrcmwdmg prob!ems mth 1ts mmonntant socuaa and haatﬂ-; pmﬁlmns La,ck

._ Evm_ftlwugh the central contenhon thhls study JB:that. emal m’usﬂc&:
sl fargely thmugh rac:e, it: shontd not- suggest tha.t ’gm unp&rtanoe of class is bmg
E __undemﬁneq In S ;th Aftica ice and dlass'arg however mexmcabiy !inkeﬁ ‘Blagks,
Pﬂl‘hwhrly Africans botlwohtically and emmnucaﬂy On the other
o Ilaﬂ&. w’ntes thO hawe been polrtlcally eﬂﬁ'&nchlsed haﬁe M ﬂmr P"hmal'imwer.
L | pu!sue and eonsohdate the:r econom pnvﬂeggg,. Tlns interplay between rane and class by
o ey ﬂmﬂm‘f in thé Iabour aveds, for instance, white workers used fir Pﬂlltlcﬂ;;”_: [
_3_-:_:; puwer% conso!idata and perpetug@ghmr labour mﬁmy Status by vo‘tmg :in‘to pma - ..
& regime that would mstrtw.mnalxse mlam bars Omthe omer hand, Aﬁxcan workers who - .:__;0 ;-'.:-:',
wera polttwally dmelﬂanrhnsed, mvanably compnsed the’ aore of the chéap, u ﬂﬂﬁﬂed e

e In the contempprary penu{], tha Iegames af such'raaal deapotlsm atlll pers:st even 'ﬂmugh .
there is- no legal sanctm _of_.c our har& 'I'h:s legacy maﬂésts 1tsﬁm the ﬁ*x:t that tha_f{-?_.._.._ F




- “bu; a somally“

R4 Lo Ss
S : h__

. rﬂqyamy af w::rkera who d;e and get mlured as a reﬁlf of ncupatlﬂnal de m
S Aﬁmm Theiattensmes ﬂwefore

{; .

e demon '_'_';.tethapmnacyofraoe evmmoonhempowy
E Sonﬂi Aﬁ'lﬂa, and its inm;lnnabie relatmnshp mth clas,é.ﬁﬁven the Umted Church ofC‘hnst =
K Comrmssxonfor Racml Justwe 198'.? p;eport ﬁmnd that the ovemdmg vanabla was tace as

o far ssthe sntmg mfhazardcms waate facxhtieswas concemed as opposed 0 thevanabla of

.} soA : PR J

; B pmsomng dﬁeto nearbymduama

Closely hnked-fte_thé unabaxed perszstema of enwonmental raclsm ancl uﬂustwe has alsn - ]
3 that because ofthm persgect:ve's preulusiun ai’ the bmader issues of socxal Jusuae, zt hag B
R : faﬂe& m see how soma paople:«mffer dlspropommately ﬁoim enwronmmal degmd atm i

ence of an mthontatm consegvahon pempeaﬁve. ‘Tius study has argued

L envxronmentmahnhsm:mamer and aswch 1tfailsto &e@t asnotanmtral phenomemn
spcte: oné SOmaIcnnshumon mvolves power ami hegemtmy

Fi b et

" Therefors those: who wwld mom powm' will suﬁ‘er less oonsequenoes of enmamnental

v '-_{__ The lnstoncal demal ofresndé:ﬁal and tirben fanchise for Aficans i slso indcative ofthe 0 e
L mtemlay hetween race and s:iass ‘Kparf ﬁmn the fact that the demal ofbasw semces to
'_ __ | Aﬁmans m tha oy e" nthatiareas and the cmcomxmnt enwronmentﬂ and heahh@ﬂ'ects, -
G poor commumhes}:ave i’ustancally Been tlxe wcums s of pallutmn and the awnmpanym@, L

'___degiSédatmnand m-igalthandmakethosewzth_Lwnesom-cespaymﬂm o

%

o ".[he new, bt still emejgmg and emb:ym‘:ic progmsswe and liulzstw perspemve towards -
envxromiental J%sues is cha]lengmg%me fcrmer "business 28 usual" parspecﬁve and thus __ g
' brings hope of challengmg environtrental racism and ngdstice in tum By employmg snc;al

| "_:justwe a5 a central component of enmronmentalism, it alludes to the ﬁtct that some people

y © - in society parucularlsr pochr people, dlspmpornonately mﬂ:‘er the: eﬁ‘ects ofenvlmmnmtal |
: degradatmn and‘nll—heélth Tinsperspeetwa’s focus on the- "brown issues ofenwmmnent S

| such as access o elean dnnkmg water, h‘ﬁﬂmﬂs aﬂd ’Md a‘“‘mﬁ °ﬂ‘m’ is. pa:tncul‘érly



. H. E Y

| res(gondqnts i‘mm Alexandra thatthe mnmt “mwomnem” must enoompass the tuwhty
fof the ]ivmgpmmronr\;‘fnt, mcﬁldmg the "bmwm" lssues whmh ar& Eniral 1o everys
o mtvwal Therefore, w:thmlt thls broad perspective rt wauld be d:ﬁcult i&dlwve g.nd '

. Thls perspemve has}hoibevmmot unfolded onl.v e el ofdisourss b o el of
i .'j'.:";.afmmmm@dmmmma.

 Thoissues and constituencis involved i sixch aciviies e oo indicaive 672 hohst;,q and:,-.
L somally eunscm’us uuderﬂandmg ofenwronmental issfaes. -._As__alremly ﬂlscussed these issues
. m wde—raugmg, ﬂwy mclude among others, the pmsomxig of workem ases result of tgmr
- exposura o dangmus chermcaI substances, eppﬂsmon agamst thé* zomﬁg of land Tear
S & conunumtles for ﬁiass one waste lantfﬁll and "d:e m"‘ demonstrathens agamst tomc wasteé

o Most ot‘ the "aﬁtor’s“ mvulved in these actmbes were' grassmts people ﬁ-om poas"
o 'cmnmuniugs Furthmxore, these conmmmues vfqu m nw,st cases tmder the ausplces o"___ : ’
-_\_7'.localmwcandpohnca! orgamsatm& A SR

. wAlwmdm S 5{ R o e
o Tﬁe usage Ofﬂlemnnept en\ummnental ramsm 'and nyusﬂ w:tF regard to Alexandm :
" specﬁca]ly, has vmdicated aud conﬁrmed the preva.lence oftlns phenomenun. Earher emt._ L ':. _{ o
N .'_'.was demonstrated haw for many years the prevmus guvemment dlsclauned resp .. bﬂltY S

" :l:br &dnumstenng Almndra, Thzs has had far—reaclung :mplicanons for the pm' on ot‘_ ety




o '".”.;?01”“3""“1 issuies by'm -me 3 wﬁh ne.lghbounng former wh:te Iocalauthmiﬁes SR
ﬂ "‘5 Samltoﬂ C:ty Counchl and Other govemmen_t, msntum?ps, cne couid argue thaj; ._
B mﬂmm’ﬁy Lﬂﬂders lh Alax see these davelcnpments asnegaungthe fannauon gf_a protest:- :; L
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