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i

C h a p te r  O ne.

INTRODUCTION

T his d is se r ta t io n  examines th e  te x tu r e  o f  w h ite  p o l i t i c s  i n  a 
T ransvaal r u r a l  com m unity in  a  p e r io d  o f  r a p id  s o c ia l  change  
b e tw een  1926 and  1929.1 I t  i s  fo cu se d  on u n d e rs t a n d in g  t h e  
n a tu re  and  c o n te n t o f  t h e  p o lit ic a l consciousness of a  com m unity 
o f  A f r ik a n e r s  on  t h e  l l u v i a l  d ia m o n d  d ig g in g s  i n  t h e  
L ich tenburg  d i s t r i c t  o f  th e  T ransvaal be tw een  t h e s e  y e a r s .  T h is  
S tudy aims to  ex tend  o u r  loiowledge o f  th e  v a rie ty  %nd complexity 
o f  th e  A fr ik a n er  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  im p o v e rish m e n t.2 T h is  co n ce rn  
s ta n d s  a s  a  necessary  c o rre c tiv e  t o  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  w hich v iew s 
a l l  A frikaner 'p o o r  w h ite s ' a s  a hom ogeneous s o c ia l  g ro u p in g , 
and a s  th e  sim ple ob je c ts  o f  a s o c ia l  w e l f a r i s t  program m e from  
t h e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  t h e  's t a t e 1 o r  ' c a p i t a l ' . ^ T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
im p o v e rish m e n t w as r e g io n a l ly  d i s c r e t e  and  c h r o n o lo g i c a l ly

1 ‘The whole r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  (of t h e  T r a n s v a a l) , ' s ta te d  a 
corresponden t to  The S t a r  in  May 1926, ' i s  g ra d u a lly  becom ing a  
mass of w anderers, roam ing  from  one d ig g in g  t o  a n o th e r . ' fThe 
S ta r . 17 May 1926) F o r a  d e ta i l e d  t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  T ra n sv a a l 
r u ra l  economy in  th e  1920's see  H. Bradford, 'The I n d u s t r i a l  and 
Com m ercial w o rk e rs ' U nion o f  A f r ic a  i n  t h e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  
C o u n t r y s id e ,  1 9 2 4 -1 9 3 0 ',  Ph .D . t h e s i s ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  t h e  
W itw a te r s ra n d ,  1985 , p p .3 3 -9 8 .

2F o r  a  d e ta i l e d  a c c o u n t o f  t h e s e  A fr ik a n e r  c o m m u n itie s , 
see  th e  f iv e  volume R eport o f  th e  Commission on T he P o o r w h ite

3See, f o r  exam ple, t h e  R e p o r t o f  t h e  C om m ission  on T h e  
Poor White Problem w ith i t s  concern w ith th e  c rea tio n  o f  a  'p o o r  
w h ite  c l a s s '.  F o r  an  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  
g en esis  and p o li t ic s  of th e  w h ite  w ork ing  c la s s ,  s e e  R. D avies, 
C a p ita l.  S t a te  and  W hite L ab o u r in  S ou th  A fr ic a . 1 9 0 0 -1 9 6 0 . 
B r ig h to n , 1979. S e e  a lso  D. O 'M eara, V o l k s k a o i t a i c l a s s .  
C a p i t a l  a n d  I d e o lo g y  in  t h e  D ev e lo p m e n t o f  A f r ik a n e r  
N a t io n a l i s m .  -1 9 3 4 -1 9 4 B . J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  1983.



I

uneven, van o n se len 's  se n s itiv e  s tu d ie s  o f  th e  t r a n s fo r m a tio n  o f  
A frikaner u rban  communities on t h e  K itw a te r s ra n d  from  1886 to  
1914 h a v e  draw n o u t  a t t e n t io n  t o  t h e  s a l ie n c e  o f  t h e s e  tw o  
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  impoverishment. He found th a t  A fr ik a n ers  w ere  
n o t  o n ly  'c o n q u e r e d ' b y  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s id e ,  b u t  
subsequently  a lso  in  t h e i r  new u rban  m ilieu. T h is  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  
a  re-exacdna tion  o f  A frikaner impoverishment w ould advance  o u r  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  t h e  m aking o f  m odem  ’A fr ik a n e r ' p o l i t i c a l  
consciousnass.‘1Iropo',erishmenfc i s  n o t  a  u n i - l i n e a r  p ro c e s s ,  and  
t h i s  d is se r ta t io n  c h a r t s  o n ly  one  o f  t h e  many r o u te s  i n to  t h e  
working c la ss . T h is s tu d y  i s  lim ite d  t o  one com m unity, t h a t  o f  
th e  L id itenburg  diamond d iggers , whose e x p er ien c es  w ere  u n iq u e  
in  many ways. In  genera l, how ever, many A fr ik a n e r  com m unities 
e x p e r ie n c e d  im p o v e rish m e n t in  t h i s  p e r io d  a n d  t h e  a l l u v i a l  
diam ond d ig g e rs  w ere sim p ly  one  o f  t h e s e  r u r a l  c o m m u n itie s  
b roken up  by th e  economic tran sfo rm ation  o f  t h e  c o u n try s id e  in  
t h e  1 9 2 0 's .

The 1920 's w ere  a d e c a d e  o f  un e v en  econom ic g ro w th  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  tu r b u le n c e . H o st s tu d i e s  o f  t h e s e  th e m e s  in  t h i s  
decade have an urban  r a th e r  th a n  a  r u r a l  b ia s  t h a t  h a s  skew ed 
th e  h isto riog raphy  away from th e  major f a c t o f  r a p id  s o c ia l  and  
economic ch an g e  in  t h e  s o u th  A fr ic a n  c o u n try s id e . W hile t h e  
consequences o f  th e se  p ro ce sses have been sk e tc h e d  o u t  in  some 
d e ta i l  f o r  t h e  u rb an  a re a s ,  l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  h a s  be en  p a id  t o  
th e  r u ra l  a re as  in  which th e  u rban  w orking c l a s s  w as b o m . Y et 
th e  l a t e  1920 's  saw an  a c c e le ra t io n  in  t h e  r a t e  and  s c a le  o f  
impoverishment o f  bo th  w hite  and b lack  c o u n try  d w e l le r s ,  w hich  
phenomenon formed th e  focus o f  pa thb reak ing  s tu d ie s  by  Macmillan

4C. van  o n se le n , 'T he  Main R e e f  Road i n t o  t h e  W o rk in g  
C lass: p ro le ta rian isa tio n , unemployment and  c la s s  c o n sc io u s n e s s  
amongst Joha nnesburg 's A frikaner poor, 1890-1914’ in  St.urHos in  
th e  snr.iai and Economic H istory  o f  t h e  W itw atersrand 1886-1914 . 
V olum e 2 New N in e v a h . J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  I t i s -1 n p .111- 170 .



and de K iew U t In  th e  1920'a  ana ItiSO 's.5 W ith th e  exception  of 

th e s e  m ajor l i b e r a l  w orks, th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  so u th . A f r ic a 's  
in d u s t r ia l  re v o lu t io n  by  th e  r u r a l  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  h a s  been 
l i t t l e  explored iii Suuth African h is to r io g ra p h y . I n  t h e  w es te rn  
d is t r ic t s  o f  th e  T ransva .il, w ith in  w hich th e  a l l u v i a l  d ig g in g s  
were cen tred , th e  1920 's w ere n ig h tm are  y e a r s  f o r  t h i s  s o c ia l  
g r o u p .  I n t e r m i t t e n t  y e a r s  o f  d e b i l i t a t i n g  d r o u g h t  w ere  
in te rsp e rse d  « i th  d e e d s  iind lo c u s t plague. Chronic in d e b te d n e s s  
o f  th e  w hite farming c la ss , concludes a r e c e n t stu d y , w as c au se d  
by a  combination of 'low  incom es and low p r o f i t  m arg ins?  h ig h  
land  p r ic e s  and slow tu r n o v e r s 1.6 T h is  i n s i g h t  c an  b e  a p p lie d  
with p r o f i t  to  th e  Caemirvg c l a t s  o£ th e  w e s te rn  T ra n sv a a l.  The 
a llu v ia l d ig g in g s  p ro v ed  to  b e  an i r r e s i s t i b l e  m agnet t o  t h i s  
im poverished farming community which flocked to  th e  d ig g in g s  to  
a cc u m u la te  new r e s o u r c e s  o f  c ash  and  t o  s ta v e  o f f  t h e  e v e r  
p re se n t th ro a t  o f  r  r o le t a r ia n i s a t io n .  T h u s  t h e  th e m e  o f  r u r a l  
eo U o p ee  un d o rp in u  th iu  ceudy o f  A fr ik a n e r  p o l i t i c s  on t h e  
L ic h to n b u r g  d iam ond d ig g in g s .

This s tudy  o f  th e  a llu v ia l d ig g e rs  i s  a lo c a l  one , b e c a u se  o f  
th e  need to  focus on th e  a c tu a l experiences o f  th e  ran k  and  f i l e  
o f  A fr ik a n e rs ,  r a th e r  th a n  e l i t e  g ro u p s  who h a d  p r i v i l e g e d  
access  t o  t h e  s ta te ,  t h e  g overnm en t o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a rty ."1 I t  
d o e s n o t  seem n c c e s s a r y ,  t  v '- r e f o rc ,  t o  j u s t i f y  t h i s  l o c a l

®W.M. M acm illan , T ho  h •Aith A f r ic a n  A g r a r ia n  P ro b le m . 
Johannesburg, 1919, Cnanli* South A frica . London, 1930; C.W. d e  
Kiewet, A H irto rv  of sm ith  Africa, " 'c i a l  and  E conom ic. London,

SH. B r a d fo r d ,  'T h e  IC O ', p .- ; i .

' f o r  a  c r i t i c i s m  u t  Izhcoo a p p r o a c h e s  s<2a S . H a rk s ,  
'A friKin and ACriknnur llii;l:oi.-y', .Twmwt o f  M 'rlc ., '.  H is to r y . XI, 
3, 1970. F o r a re c e n t re -a ffirm a tio n  o f  t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m s ,  s e e  B. 
Bozzoli, 'C la ss , Community and Id e o lo g y  in  t h e  E v o lu tio n  o f  
S ou th  A frican  So c ie ty ' in  n. n o z zo li, (ed .), c in s a . jomm'. n i tv  
nnd  cqn fnc t._ .gp j)i:h -A frir,in  P e r s p e c t iv e s , J o h a n n e sb u rg , 1987.



n ic r o s tu f i y  e x c e p t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  m e th o d  h a s  o b v io u s  
advantages in  c a p tu r in g  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th e s e  A fr ik a n e rs .  
M ie ro s tu d ie s  g e n e r a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  d y n a m ic s  a n d  l o c a l  
sp e c if ic ity  of change and th e y  a llo w  a  g lim p se , how ever b r i e f ,  
in to  t h e  pe rcep tio n s and consciousness o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  a c to r s ,  
am biguity , complexity and m u lt ip lic ity  seem  to  c h a r a c te r i s e  t h e  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e s e  A f r ik a n e r s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
o n e -d im e n s io n a l c a r i c a t u r e s  w h ic h  d o m in a te  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
l i t e r a t u r e . 8 k f r iX a n e r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n sc io u s n e s s  d o e s  n o t  seem 
to  ba  dominated by a  so p h is tica te d  n a tio n a l is t agenda . R a th e r  i t  
r e f le c ts  more c losely  th e  more m undane i s s u e s  o f  e v e ry d ay  l i f e  
a s  R. Bauch concluded from  h i s  s tu d y  o f  c o n s t i tu e n c i e s  in  t h e  
E a s te r n  Cape. W hite  v o te r s ,  h e  n o te d , 'f r e q u e n t l y  c h o s e  t o  
su p p o r t one o r  o th e r  o f  t h e  m a jo r p a r t i e s  n o t  on th e  s c o re  o f  
th e  n a tio n a l is su e s  which p a rty  le a d e rs  e n u n c ia ted , b u t  b e c a u se  
one p a rty  attem pted more e n e rg e tica lly  th a n  th e  o th e r  t o  r e s o lv e  
p r o b le m s  s u c h  a s  p o v e r t y . . . . '9

T h is  s tu d y  t e s t s  Bouch's con ten tion  by  means of a  lo c a l s tu d y  
r a t h e r  th a n  a  c o n s t i tu e n c y ,  b e c a u s e  a  c o n s t i t u e n c y  i s  an  
a r b i t r a r y  a d m in is t r a t iv e  u n i t  avxd n o t  t h e  t e r r a i n  o f  s o c i a l  
in te rac tio n . Between 1926 and 1929 i t  was a ls o  p o s s ib l e  t o  t a l k  
o f  . '.ig g in g  com m unity i n  a  g e o g ra p h ic a l  s e n s e . B e fo re  t h i s  
p y  »he term  'd igg ing  community' r e f e r r e d  to  an o c c u p a tio n a l 
grou^ ind n o t t o  a  community in  a  sp e c if ic  p lace . H o s t 'd ig g e r s ’ 
l i v e i  in  sm all g ro u p s  on i s o l a te d  fa rm s  In  t h e  s o u th -w e s te rn  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  T r a n s v a a l  p r o v in c e .- ^ F o l lo w in g  t h e

aF o r an account o f  t h e s e  s e e  D -I'M eara, V o lk sk a n lta llg m c .

9R. Bouch, T h e  South A frican T n-: >„ and  th e  N a tio n a l P a r ty  
in  th e  E as tern  Cape 1919-1924', M.A. , :k  - .c ita tio n , U n iv e rs i ty  o f  
t h e  W itw a te r s ra n d ,  1979 , p p . l ” 1- :

^ D e s c r ip t io n s  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  - a d c d  a r e  r a r e ,  b u t  s e e



Lichtonburg d isc o v erie s , how ever, a  p o p u la tio n  o f  some 80 000 
w hites and 100 000 b la ck s was th row n to g e th e r ,  in  a  s e t t le m e n t  
o f  s im ila r s iz e  t o  B anoni o r  K ru y e rsd o rp , on an i s o l a te d  s p o t  
some 12 miles no rth  o f  th e  town of L ichtenbuK t f o r  a  c o n tin u o u s  
p e riod  o f  t h i r ty - s ix  roanths. T his geographic  s ta s i s  g e n e ra te d  an 
uncommon degree  o f  pu b lic  a tten t io n  and p ro v id ed  a  r ic h  s o u rc e  
o f  d o c um en ta tion , th u s  m aking  t h i s  l o c a l  s tu d y  p o s s i b l e .

A v a rie ty  of sources have been u ti l is e d  in  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
a s  i s  ev id en t in  th e  'L i s t  o£ S o u rc e s ' in c lu d e d  below . B ecause  
th e  d igg ings d id  no t f a l l  exclusively  u n d e r  a n y  one  gov e rn m e n t 
d e p a r tm e n t ,  a  w id e  r a n g e  o f  o f f i c i a l  (an d  u n p u b l i s h e d )  
dccumentation h as been consu lted . The D epartment o f  Mines papers 
d eserve  sp e c ia l mention a s  a r ich , and s tra n g e ly  u n d e r - u t i l i s e d ,  
h is to r ic a l  source. Many o th e r  g overnm en t d e p a r tm e n ts ,  th o u g h , 
proved equally  r ich , inc lud ing  th e  T re a su ry  D ep artm en t and th e  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  P u b l ic  H e a lth .  T h e  T r a n s v a a l  P r o v in c i a l  
Sec r e ta r y 's  f i l e s  w ere  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  Y et t h e  m ost u s e fu l  
sou rce  f o r  O ils d is s e r ta t io n , a s  i s  o b v io u s  fro m  t h e  fo o tn o te s  
t o  t h e  va rious chap te rs , w ere  th e  contem porary newspapers, 
o£ which The S ta r  was th e  mcst: u se fu l. I  h av e  u t i l i s e d  The S t a r  
ex tensively  because th i s  newspaper, from  th e  o u ts e t  o f  d ig g in g  
a t  L ic h te n b u rg , s t a t i o n e d  a  s p e c i a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  on t h e  
d ig g in g s , t h e  S t a r ,in  a d d it io n , r a n  a  w eek ly  c o lu m n , c a l l e d  
'L i fe  on t h e  D ig g in g s ',  w h ich  a d d r e s s e d  a w id e - r a n g e  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s  ran g in g  from  's o c ia l ' a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  t h e  e co n o m ic  
problem s o f  th e  d igge rs , Much correspondence  from  t h e  d ig g in g s  
w as p u b lis h e d  in  t h i s  p a p e r  a s  'L e t te r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r 1, a n d  
th e se  wore an extrem ely u s e fu l  y a r d s t ic k  t o  p u b l ic  o p in io n  on 
c h e  d ig g in g s .  T he many s e u r c e s  c o n s u l t e d  r e f l e c t  t h e

H istory . London, 1930, p .106 . See a ls o  J .S . K otze, 'G e sk ie d en is  
v a n  d ie  W es-T ronsvaalse  D iam antdelw erye ', u n p u b lis h e d  M.X. 
d is s e r t a t i o n ,  PotchcE stroom  U n iv e rs i ty  f o r  H ig h e r  C h r i s t i a n  
E d u c a t io n  (PUK), 1972.



i

c , i f f ie u l t ie s  o f  c o n s t r u c t in g  l o c a l  s t u d i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
com m unities w hich l i e  beyond  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f  s o c i a l  a n d  
eco n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t.

T his lo c al study  he lp s to  p u t one o f  t h e s e  sm a ll com m un ities  
back  on th e  h i s t o r i c a l  map, b u t  i t  a ls o  h e lp s  t o  r e f in e  some 
b ro a d e r  h is to r io g r a p h ic a l  c o n tro v e r s ie s .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  
lo n c em s th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  P a c t  gove rn m e n t. In  1924 th e  P a c t 
p a r t ie s  -  based on an e le c to ra l ag reem en t be tw een  th e  N a tio n a l 
P a rty  (HP) ana th e  South A 
g e n e r a l  e le c t io n , u p s e t t in g  t 
governm ent he ad e d  by  G enera 
s in c e  Union in  1910 pow er wa 
ano ther by th e  e xerc ise  o f  th e  
t o  sy m b o lise  f o r  s 
t r a n s f e r  o f  pow er a
T h is  i s  b e ca u se , a s  a r e c e n t  s tu d y  p u t s  i t ,  1
governm ent in  1924 has been a lm o st 
one of th e  tw o major " tu rn ing  po in ts 
(the  o th e r  is  th e  e lec tion  o f  t h e  N= 
1 9 4 B ) '.12 T h e  P a c t 's  t r iu m p h  
in t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  3

ohlcal debates about th e  n

iv e r s a l ly  in t e r p r e t e d  a s  
n  S ou th  A fr ic an  h is to r y  
n a l  p a r ty  gov e rn m e n t in

id e o lo g y

N.G.Garsun, 'The 1924 g en era l e le c tio n : a tu rn in g  p o in t in  
South A frican h i s t o r y ? ', unpublished paper presen ted  a t  th e  
A frican Stud ios A ssociation  o f  A u s tra l ia  and th e  P a c if ic  and 
tiro A ustra lian  Iliytrorical A ssociation  he ld  a t  th e  U nive rsity  o f  
Sydney on 28 August 1982.



o th e r w is e  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s y s te m  a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  
r e d is tr ib u tin g  w ealth  a n d  pow er in  t h e  s o c ie ty . T h ese  d e b a te s  
h a v e  b e e n  s u c c i n c t l y  su m m a rise d  b y  Y udelm an:

A f r ik a n e r  n a t i o n a l i s t s  h a v e  s e e n  (1924) a s  t h e  
cu lm ina tion  o f  th e  m arch o f  A fr ik a n e r  c o n sc io u s n e s s  
from  th e  c o u n t r y  i n t o  t h e  to w n s , w h ic h  w as made 
ir r e v e rs ib le  by th e  A frikaner ta k e o v e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  in  
1948. l ib e r a l s  have seen 1924 a s  a  d e c is iv e  v ic to r y  f o r  
r a c is t  w h ite  w o rk e rs  t h a t  e n tre n c h e d  th e  le g i s l a t i v e  
c o lo r  b a r  and e leva ted  race  d isc rim ination  to  t h e  p r im e  
motivation o f  t h e  S ou th  A fr ic an  s t a t e .  M a rx is ts  h av e  
seen th e  1924 tu rn in g  p o in t a s  a  v ic to r y  f o r  c a p i t a l 's  
po licy  o f  d iv id in g  t h e  w ork ing  c la s s  on r a c i a l  l in e s ,  
t h e  t r iu m p h  o f  t h e  p r o p a g a to r s  o f  ( f a l s e )  r a c i a l  
consciousness , and  th e  d e a th  o f  c la s s -b a s e d  p o l i t ic s  
(whilst) n e o -M a rx is ts  h a v e  a rg u e d  t h a t  1924 m arks a 
v i ta l  v ic to ry  in  th e  s tr u g g le  f o r  c o n t ro l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
by lo c a l businessm en ( "n a tio n a l c a p ita l" )  o v e r  ' i r e i g n  
m in in g  c a p i t a l  ( " m e t r o p o l i t i t a n  b o u r g e o s i e " ) . J

T h ese  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  t h e  
P ac t’s  e lec tion  v ic to ry  a re , w ith im portan t e x c e p tio n s , b a se d  on 
a n aly sis  o f th e  e lec tio n  m a n ifes to  o f  t h e  P a c t, r a t h e r  th a n  on 
t h e  im p a c t  o f  t h e  P a c t  on s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .

When we tu rn  to  th e se  im portan t e xcep tions we se e  t h e  v a lu e  
o f  fo c u s in g  on  t h e  'i m p a c t1 o f  p o l i c y  r a t h e r  t h a n  on i t s  
in te n tio n s . For example, Yudelman has explored th e  a c tu a l  im p a c t 
o f  t h e  P a c t 's  p ro g ram m e f o r  t h e  w h ite  m in e w o rk e rs  w h o se  
in te r e s ts ,  i t  h a s  be en  a rg u e d , w ere  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  P a c t: 
t h e  t r u th  o f  th e  m a tte r  i s , 1 h e  c o n c lu d e d , ' t h a t  t h e  sm ash ing  
o f  th e  1922 s t r i k e  and  r e v o l t  d e a l t  w h ite  m in e rs  a  blow  from  
which th e y  had n o t recovered  by th e  beginn ing  of W orld War I I . '  
The Pact was subsequen tly  u n a b le  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  p r iv i le g e s  o f  
th e  mineworkers, n o r  was i t  ab le  t o  in co rpo ra te  them  p o li t ic a l ly

13D. Y udelm an , i b i d .. p . 23.



a s  a  s u p p o r t iv e  c la s s .14We m u st t h e r e f o r e  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  
im pact o f t h e  F a c t 's  programme f o r  th e s e  w hite  rainew orkers from  
th e  r h e to r ic .  I t  seem s t h a t  t h e  e x e r c is e  o f  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  by  
w hite mineworkers was th u s  unable  t o  o f fs e t  th e  in fluence  o f  men 
w ith  w e a lth  a n d  p o w e r  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .

Working from  t h i s  p e rsp e c tiv e  we can examine s im ila r  la c u n a e  
in  t h e  t r e a tm e n t  by  s c h o la r s  o f  o th e r  s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  w h ite  
e le c to ra te  who were sa id  t o  have been th e  s p e c ia l  r e c ip i e n t s  o f  
ti le  P a c t's  l e g is la t iv e  program m e. I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  'f a rm e r s ’ t h e  
P a c t v ic to ry  was b rough t about la rg e ly  by  e le c to ra l g a in s  in  t h e  
Transvaal c c u n try s id a  w here t h e  NP won 7 new se a ts  from th e  SAP. 
I t  i s  th u s  co n clu d e d  t h a t  t h e  p a c t ’s, im p a c t on t h e  T ra n s v a a l 
coun try s ide  was p o s it iv e  and th e  ex ten siv e  le g is la tiv e  program m e 
o f  th e  P a c t a s  r e g a r d s  s g r i c u l tu r s  i s  u se d  a s  e v id e n c e  f o r  
t h i s . ^ T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1929 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  seem  t o  
su b s ta n tia te  th e  view t h a t  th e  P a c t rep rese n te d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
th e  farm ers, and th a t  th e  farm ers rem a in e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  lo y a l  t o  
t h e  NP.16Yet no  a n a ly s i s  o f  a  r u r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  t h i s  
p e riod  has been completed. R e ce n tly  B ra d fo rd  h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  
t h a t  th e  im pact o f  th e  P a c t's  a g r ic u l tu ra l  programme was un ev en , 
and t h a t  'a g r ic u l tu re ' does no t r e f e r  t o  a  hom ogeneous g roup  o f  
farm ers. The P a c t's  r u r a l  programme was re g io n a l ly  d iv e r s e , and

D. Y udelman, The E m e rg e n c e , p p .2 1 3 -2 4 8 . S e e  a l s o  J .  
te u is ,  'The G erm is ton  B y -E le c tio n  o f  1932: The s t a t e  and  th e  
W hite W orking C la ss  d u r in g  th e  D e p re s s io n ',  i n  B o n n e r ,  P .,

Jo h a n n e sb u rg , 1981, pp . 97-120  f o r  a  c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  t h i s .

l s See  f o r  exam ple  D. O 'M eara, VolSc.-.-.a o i ta l is in e . pp .27 -29 .

16In  1929 th e  NP won 78 s e a t s  a s  a g a in s t  t h e  S A P 's  61. 
However, a s  Hancock p a in ts  out, th e  SAP s e c u re d  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  
th e  m a jo r ity  o f  t h e  e le c to r a te  (48.6 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  
supported  th e  SAP w h ils t 40.36 p e r c e n t  v o te d  f o r  t h e  NP). W.K.

p p .2 1 6 -2 1 7 .



uneven in  i t s  im pact on fan n e rs  in  t h e  T ra n s v a a l .17 T h e re  w ere  
c la s s  d iv is io n s amongst f an n e rs  which determ ined t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
responses to  th e  P ac t b u t  no s tu d ie s  have  been done t o  t e s t  t h e  
p a r t y  p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P a c t 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p ro g ra m m e .

Fo r th e  p u rp o ses o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i t  i s  t h e  a b se n c e  o f  
t h e s e  ty p e s  o f  s tu d i e s  f o r  a  t h i r d  im p o r ta n t s e c t io n  o f  t h e  
e le c to r a te ,  t h e  s o - c a l le d  'p o o r  w h ite s ',  w hich i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  
They c o n s t i t u t e d  a p p r o x im a te ly  25 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  w h i te  
p o p u la tio n  in  1929, and  a r e  a ssum ed t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r im e  
b e n e f ic i a r ie s  o f  t h e  P a c t 's  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e . I t  h a s  
been  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  b e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  v o t in g  pow er t h e  'p o o r  
w hites ' w er ab le  t o  determ ine  th e  n a tu r e  and  d i r e c t io n  o f  t h e  
P a c t 's  l e g i s l a t i v e  p ro g ra m m e , a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  P a c t  
•voc ife rtu sly ' le g is la te d  p r o -w h ite  p o p u l i s t  p o l ic ie s  t o  r e t a in  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t .19 I t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
th e y  w ere a hom ogeneous s o c i a l  g r o u p  w ho w e r e  m o b il is e d  
p o l i t i c a l l y  and  s o c ia l ly  by  a  un ifo rm  id e o lo g y .20No s t u d i e s  
h a v e  y e t  a d d re s s e d  th e  im p a c t o f  t h e  P a c t 's  p o l ic ie s  on t h e

a / H. B ra d fo rd , 'T he  ICO’, p p .33 -98 . S e e  a l s o  R. M o r re l l ,  
'C ompetition and C o-opera tion  in  M idde lbu rg , 1900-1930', in  w. 
B e in a r t ;  P, D elius?  and  S. T ra p id o , J  ' '  '

1 8 5 0 -1 9 3 0 . J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  1966 .

18R. D avies, C a p ita l, S t a t e  a n d  W h ite  L a b o u r  in  S o u th  
A fr ic a  1900-1960: An H is to r ic a l  M a te r ia l i s t  A n a ly s is  o f  C laa

O 'M e ara , V o lk s k a p i ta l i s m e . p p .1 -3 3 .

19D. Yudelman, T he_E m ergence. pp .2 2 -3  0 a n d  p p .2 1 4 -2 4 8 ; 
N.G. c a r s o n ,  'T h e  1924 G e n e ra l  E l e c t i o n 1, p . 3.

20H. Adam a n d  H. G il l io m e e , T h e  R i s e  a n d  C r i s i s  o f  
A frikaner Pow er. Cape Town, 1979, pp .83 -127  and  145-177 . See  
a ls o  L. Salom on, 'S ocio -E conom ic  A s p e c ts  o f  S o u th  A f r ic a n  
H istory, 1870-1962', Phd. d is s e r t a t i o n ,  B oston  u n iv e r s i ty ,  1962.
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r u ra l  poo r w hite e le c to r a te ,  a lth o u g h  much a t t e n t io n  h a s  be en  
pa id  t o  t h e  urban  poor w hite  c la s s .21 No a n a ly s i s  exam ines t h e  
re la t io n s h ip  be tw een  t h e  r u r a l  unem ployed  a n d  th e  NP in  t h e  
p e r io d  betw een  1924 and  1929, n o r  t h e  im p a c t o f  t h e  P a c t 's  
programme on them. The v igorous con tem porary  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a te s  
ab o u t t h e  p o o r  w h ite  q u e s tio n , t h e  a n x ie ty  a b o u t  s o c ia l  a n d  
m oral degenera tion  o f  t h i s  sec tion  o f  th e  w hite  p o p u la tio n  w hich 
th e y  reflec ted , and th e  e sca la tin g  numbers o f  poo r w hites d u r in g  
th is  p e r io d  a l l  p o in t  t o  a p r e s s in g  ne ed  f o r  su c h  s tu d i e s .22 
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  s e e k s  t o  r e d u c e  t h i s  p a u c i t y  i n  t h e  
h is to r io g r a p h y  by  exam in ing  th e  im p a c t o f  t h e  P a c t  on  t h e  
digg ing  community between 1926 and 1929, a  community w hich was 
b e in g  r a p i d l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  S o u th  A f r i c a ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  
revo lu tion  and which became a focus o f  c o n c e rn  a b o u t t h e  'p o o r  
w h ite  q u e s t i o n 1 in  t h e  1 9 3 0 's .

This s tu d y  a lso  c o n trib u tes  t o  th e  b r o a d e r  h i s t o r io g r r  . ij 
d ebates on th e  p o lit ic a l behaviour o f  A fr ik a n e rs .  T he ex-. 
l i t e r a tu re  availab le  on t h i s  b e h av io u r o p e ra te s  a t  a  h ig h  
o f a b s trac tio n  from which t h e  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y  o f  A fr ik a n e rs  
i s  in fe rre d . The most re c e n t h is to rio g ra p h y  h a s  te n d e d  t o  move 
away from  th e se  ove r-arch ing , u n d if fe re n tia te d  a c c o u n ts  o f  t h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io u r  and t o  ta k e  a  l e s s  d ogm atic  lo o k  a t  t h e  
sa lie n ce  o f  'd e te rm in in g ' s o c ia l  c a te g o r i e s .  Y et i t  seem s t h a t

21P o r  e x a m p le s  o f  a n  e x p a n d in g  l i t e r a t u r e  s e e  t h e

O’Meara, Volkskapifaii i sine: c. van o n se le n , 'T he  Main R e ef R oad '.

228y th e  1920 's an a v e ra g e  o f  12 000 w h ite s  w ere  le a v in g  
th e  r u ra l  a re as  annually . I n  1932 i t  was estim ated  t h a t  o v e r  300 
000 w hites ou t of a  to ta l  popula tion  o f  j u s t  o v e r  one and  a h a l f  
m i l l io n  w h i te s  w a r e  'p o o r  w h i t e s ’ . (D. O 'M eara ,

N a b e tra g in o  van  d ie  A rm -B ianke K o n a r e s .  1 923 . e n  v a n  rH a
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none o f  th e se  s tu d ie s  advances ou r understand ing  o f  how and why 
o rd inary  w hite so u th  A frican  men v o te d  t h e  way th e y  d id  o r  o f  
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t  in  w h ic h  th e y  m ade t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
c h o ic e s .  We h a v e  l e a r n t  m uch a b o u t  t h e  b r o a d  im p a c t  a n d  
in f lu e n c e  o f  'r a c e ' and 'c l a s s ' in  t h e  fo rm u la tin g  o f  p u b l i c  
p o licy , and about th e  s tr u c tu re s  o f  dom ina tion  and  e x p lo i ta t io n  
w ith in  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  we know  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h o s e  
'experiences' o f  A frikaners which shaped th e  ways in  w hich th e y  
p e rceived  th e  world, and moulded t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n sc io u s n e s s . 
T h is  s tu d y  c o n trib u tes  to  t h i s  debate  by  fo cu s in g  on th e  a c tu a l  
'experiences' o f  A frikaners in  a  sp e c if ic  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n te x t  and 
by examining th e  s o c ia l  and  p o l i t i c a l  s t i ru c tu r e s  w ith in  w hich 
t h e i r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w as  fo rm ed .

T h ere  i s  an e x te n s iv e  h is to r io g r a p h y  c o n ce rn e d  w i th  t h e  
Banner in  which A frikaners conceived a n d  c o n d u c te d  p o l i t i c s  in  
th e  tw en tieth  cen tu ry , b u t  th e s e  s tu d i e s  a r e  la r g e ly  u n h e lp fu l  
h e re  p rec ise ly  f o r  th e  r e a s o n s  m en tioned  above. T hese  s tu d i e s  
a r e  o v e rv ie w s  f ro m  w h ic h  A f r ik a n e r  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t  o r  
behav iou r i s  simply read  o f f  from a  p r io r i  a ssu m p tio n s . T hey do 
n o t he lp  t o  e x p la in  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io u r  in  p a r t i c u l a r  b e c a u se  
t h e  a n a ly tica l n e ts  they  deploy a re  n o t  f in e  enough  t o  c a p tu r e  
th e  v a r ie ty  of h i s t o r i c a l  ’e x p e r ie n c e s ' o f  A fr ik a n e rs .  B ozzo li 
e x p la in s  i t  t h i s  w ay: j

In  an id e a l analy sis , we w ould h av e  t o  s t a r t  from  th e  
v e ry  b a s ic  e x p e r ie n t ia l  c a te g o ry  o f  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l ,  
work th m jg h  th e  lo c al g roups and communities in  w hich 
such in d iv id u als  fo rge  th e i r  w orld v iew , and  te a s e  i u t  
t h e  la y e r s  o f  id e o lo g y - fo rm a tio n  w h ic h  s h a p e  t h a t  
in d iv id u a l in  th e  g roup o r  community o f  which h e  o r  she  
i s  a  p a r t .  A ll t h i s ,  m oreover, would h av e  to  b e  do n e  
a g a in s t background o f  b ro ad e r  s o c ia l  and  econom ic 
c h a n g e s .23

23 B. B o z z o li, 'C l a s s ,  C om m unity a n d  id e o lo g y ',  p .a ..



T his  d is s e r t a t i o n  re c o g n is e s  t h a t  su c h  an  'i d e a l ' a n a ly s i s  i s  
n o t  p o s s ib le ,  b u t  n e v e r th e l e s s  d o e s  a t te m p t t o  fo c u s  on t h e  
a c tu a l e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h e  d ig g in g  com m unity t o  e x p la in  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io u r ,  r a t h e r  th a n  r e l y i n g  on  e x i s t i n g  
e x p la n a t io n s  o f  A f r ik a n e r  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io u r .

We can  id e n tify  in  th e  e x ten s iv e  l i t e r a t u r e  a b o u t A fr ik a n e r  
p o lit ic s  two m a jo r m a c ro - ty p e  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  how A fr ik a n e rs  
a c te d  p o lit ica lly . The f i r s t  i s  c o n ce rn e d  w ith  t h e  hom ogeneity  
o f  A frikaners  and s tr e s se s  th o se  th in g s  which A frikaners have in  
common w ith o th e r  A fr ik a n e rs .  Both A f r ik a n e r  n a t io n a l i s t  and 
l i b e r a l  w r i t e r s  l i e  w i th in  t h i s  cam p . A c c o rd in g  t o  t h i s  
an aly sis , a l l  A frikaners a r e  ’a u to m a tic a lly  i n te g r a te d  in to  t h e  
c r o s s - c l a s s  u n i t y  o f  t h e  v o lk ,  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  s h a r e  t h e  
presum ably in n a te  'A frikaner' c o n s e r v a t iv e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l tu r a l  
v a lu e s , and  a r e  a lw ays a v a i la b le  t o r  e th n ic  m o b i l i s a t io n  in  
te rm s of th e i r  common 'A f r ik a n e r ' i n t e r e s t s . '24 The c o n c e p t o f  
'Afrdkanerdom' i s  used to  c ap tu re  a l l  th e s e  va rio u s th e m es  in  an 
ove r-arch ing , la rg e ly  ah is to r ic a l  s o c ia l  c a te g o ry  w hich  i s  th e n  
used to  explain A frikaner p o l i t ic a l  a c t i v i t y ,  p a s t  and  p r e s e n t .  
D if fe re n c e s  be tw een  A fr ik a n e rs  in  te rm s  o f  w e a lth ,  s t a t u s ,  
education and so c ia l va lues a re  simply g lo ssed  over in  f a v o u r  o f  
a n  o v e r a r c h in g  A f r ik a n e r  c u l t u r e .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  
'A f r i k a n e r s ' i n  te r m s  o f  p l a c e  a n d  t im e  a r e  t a k e n  t o  b e  
u n iv e rs a l .  T h is  i s  c le a r ly  n o t  v e ry  u s e fu l  t o  s tu d y  w h ich  
a d d re sses th e  re la tio n sh ip  between th e  experiences of A fr ik a n e rs  
in  a  s p e c i f ic  c o n te x t  and t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n sc io u s n e s s  a t  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  moment. Much o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  in  t h i s  
school h a s  focused on th e  p a rty ', r a th e r  th a n  'th e  p e o p le ',  and 
a s  a  r e s u l t  we know a l o t  abou t th e  o rg an isa tio n  and  le a d e rs h ip  
o f  t h e  p a r ty ,  b u t  v e ry  l i t t l e  a b o u t t h e  c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  t h e



rank-ond-£ i3s who eonstitv itefl t h e  b u lk  o f  i t s  m em bersh ip . T he 
p a r ty  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n f l a t e d  w ith  t h e  p e o p le .  P o l i t i c a l  
a c tiv i ty  which ta k e s  p lace  o u tside  o f  t h e  p a r ty  i s  d ism isse d  a s  
dev ian t o r  mischievous. A dependence upon, th e  p o lic y  s ta te m e n ts  
o f  t h e  le a d e rs  o f  t h e  p a r ty ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  on  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
m ilieu in  which th e y  w ere  u t t e r e d  h a s  te n d e d  t o  su p p o r t  t h i s  
ty p e  o f  a p p ro a c h .  T h e  n o t io n  o f  t h e  p e o p le  i s ,  h o w e v e r, 
q u e s tio n a b le , f o r  A f r ik a n e r s ,  a s  O 'M eara  p o i n t s  o u t ,  h a v e  
h is to ric a l ly  alw ays be en  'd i s p a r a t e ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  and  h ig h ly  
f ra c t io u s ' and can o n ly  b e  red u c ed  t o  a  m o n o lith ic  and  s t a t i c  
e th n ic  g roup  w ith  g ra v e  r e s e r v a t io n s .25 T h is  s tu d y  e x p lo re s  
t h i s  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  't h e  p a r ty ' and  't h e  p e o p le 1 in  some 
d e ta il  by focusing on th e  r e la tio n sh ip  be tw een  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  
o f e td in a ry  A fr ik a n e rs  and th e  'o rg a n is e d  e x p re s s io n 1 o f  t h e  
people -  th e  p a rty  -  in  a lo c a l c o n te x t ,  and  by  d is t in g u is h in g  
c l e a r l y  b e tw e e n  th e m .

The second approach s tr e s s e s  th e  h e terogene ity  o f  A fr ik a n e rs  
-  th o se  th in g s  which div ided  A frikaners from  one  a n o th e r .  T hus 
what needs t o  b e  explained  i s  hew A frikaners w ith  v e ry  l i t t l e  in  
common w ere  in d u c ed  t o  a c t  in  c o n c e r t  p o l i t i c a l l y .  M a r x i s t  
h i s t o r ia n s  h av e  fo cu se d  on c la s s  i s s u e s  a s  b e in g  one o f  t h e  
f ac to rs  which h av e  d iv id e d  A fr ik a n e r s  p o l i t i c a l ly .26 I n  o r d e r  
t o  e x p la in  how A fr ik a n ero  b egan  t o  v o te  f o r  an e x c lu s i v e ly  
A frikaner n a tio n a l is t p a rty  -  t h e  HP -  in  s p i t e  o f  m ajor c la s s  
d if f e r e n c e s  betw een  thorn, th e y  h a v e  d e p lo y ed  a  model w h ic h  
s tr e s s e s  th e  primacy o f  th e  p a r ty ,  and  th e  r o le  o f  a  c l iq u e  o f  
m iddle c la s s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i th in  i t . 27 o n c e  a g a in  we a r e

O 'M eara , V o lk s k a p i ta l i s m e .

c l a s s i c

a refined  exam ple o f  t h i s  a p p ro a ch  s e e  I .  H ofm eyr,

25The p io n e e r in g  s tu d ie s  o f  R. D avies,
W hite L abou r and D. O 'M eara,  J' - - ’
e x a m p le s  o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s .



faced  w ith  a  model which h a s  advanced c u r  u n d erstand ing  o f  ' t h e  
p a r ty ' b u t  which has merely a le r te d  u s  t o  d iv is io n s  w ith in  t h e  
A fr ik a n e r  com m unity. T he r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw een  t h e  A fr ik a n e r  
working c la ss  on th e  W itw etersrand and th e  A frikaner n a t io n a l i s t  
p a r t i e s  h a s  b e e n  th e  f o c u s  o f  t h e s e  s tu d i e s .  Y et f o r  a l l  t h e  
advances made, th e se  h i s t o r i a n s  h av e  a ls o  be en  t h e  v ic t im s  o f  
t h e i r  Celeolcgical th e o re t ic a l  system , w hich th e y  h a v e  d e p loyed  
a s  an ove r-arch ing  explanatory  mechanism. The c o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  
A fr ik a n e rs  and  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h e  v a r i e d  s o c i a l  a n d  
economic f o rc e s  w hich sh a p ed  t h e i r  v a lu e  and b e l ie f - s y s te m s  
Itave, w ith some im portan t exceptions, been s im p ly  r e a d  o f f  from  
th e  con junctu res  between th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  c la s s e s  
and th e  s ta t e .  C o n sc io u sn e ss  becom es s im p ly  a f u n c t i o n  o f  
o b je c t iv e  c la s s  p o s i t io n  w ith in  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  w ith  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  b e in g  g iv e n  t o  t h e  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  
o rd in a r y  A fr ik a n e rs  a s  m oulding t h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  L i t t l e  
e x p la n a tio n  i s  o f f e r r e d  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p a r t y  p o l i t i c a l  
suppo rt, and th e  rmpj-ession i s  given t h a t  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a 
p a r t y  i s  l a r g e l y  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  o u tc o m e  o f  
e lec tio n s . T his d i s s e r ta t io n  fo c u s e s  p r e c is e ly  on t h i s  te n s io n  
betw een th e  p a r ty  m essage  and  p o p u la r  p e rc e p tio n  o f  i t ,  and  
c o n t r ib u te s  t o  a  f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
betw een th e  consciousness o f  A fr ik a n e rs  a n d  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c ia l  
a n d  e co n o m ic  f o r c e s  w h ic h  e n c o m p a ss  th e m .

S.M arks remarked 18 y e a rs  ago  t h a t  'we s t i l l  l a c k  a  h is t o r y  
o f  A fr ik a n e r  p o l i t ic s . . .  w hich lo o k s  a t  p o l i t i c s  i n  t e r m s  o f  
s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e ,  econom ic and c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  a t  t h e

'B uilding a n a tio n  from  w ords: A fr ik a a n s  la n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e  
and e th n ic  id e n tity ', in  S . M arks and S. T rap  id  o, T he P o U t/ ra  
o f  n a tio n a l ism  in  T w en tie th  C e n tu ry  S o u th  A fr ic a . New Y ork , 
1987, p p .95-123. A r e c e n t  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h i s  a p p ro a c h  i s  H. 
Giliomee, 'W estern Cape Farm ers and th e  B eginnings o f  A fr ik a n e r  
N a tio n a lise , 1870-1915 ', J o u r n a l  o f  S o u th e rn  A fr ic a n  s t u d i o . 
14, N o .l ,  O c to b e r  1987 , p p .4 1 -6 3 .



t .

g ra s s - ro c f s  le v s l o f  acto ilisa ticn  and p a t ty  r e c ru i tm e n t ,  r a t h e r  
th a n  one which atinply rep e a ts  th e  po licy  s ta tem en ts  made b y  th e  
g e n era ls ',28T he questions which M arks r a i s e d  c o n ce rn in g  s o c ia l  
s t ru c tu re , economic and c la s s  in te r e s t s ,  and  th e  g r a s s - r o o t s  o£ 
m obilisation and p a rty  recru itm ent, which became th o se  a d d re s se d  
b% a  s c h o o l  o l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  v a r i o u s l y  te rm e d  ' r a d i c a l 1 o r  
'r e v i s io n i s t1, a r e  th o s e  w hich, t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x a m in e s . 
However, a lthough we draw  or. th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h i s  
p a r t ic u la r  school, we depl-jy t r e  e x periences o f  o rd in a ry  p e o p le  
a s  a  necessary  counter-w eigh t to  excessive  concerns w ith  's o c ia l  
s t ru c tu re '.  I f  we a re  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  re s p o n s e s  o t 
o id in a ry  people we need to  focus on th e  manner in  which b ro a d e r  
e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  a r e  r e f r a c t e d  th r o u g h  t h e i r  
e x p e r ie n c e s ,  and  d is c o v e r  how t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  mould t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

When u e  t u r n  t o  t h e  se co n d a ry  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  a l lu v ia l  
d igg ings we en co u n te r many o m is s io n s . T he  b ro a d e r  s tu d i e s  o f 
mining in  Scuth A frica  f a i l  t o  mention a l lu v ia l  diamond d ig g in g  
t(Slowing th e  s h i f t  o f  th e  ind iv idual d ig g e r  from  t h e  v a a l r i v e r  
d igg ings to  th e  d ry  d igg ings o f  K im berley  in  1871.29 F ollow ing  
th e  c en tra l isa t io n  o f  th e  diamond mining com panies a t  K im berley 
in  th e  1880's and th e  form ation o f  th e  Oe B eers  Diamond M ining 
Company (Ce Beers), however, many in d iv id u a l d ig g e rs  r e tu rn e d  t o  
work on th e  a llu v ia l depos.'.ts on t h e  bar.Ks and  b e d  o f  t h e  V aal 
r i v e r .  The a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g  com m unity th r iv e d  in  th e  ia 9 0 's ,  
when new a llu v ia l de p o sits  were discovered  a t  some d is tance  from

28S. M arks, 'A frica n  and  A fr ik a n e r  H i s to r y ',  J o u r n a l  o f  
h S X iW )  .H is to r y  ( J M ) ,  9, N o.3, 1970 , p .4 4 6 .

29R.V. T u r r e l l ,  'C a p i t a l ,  C l a s s  a n d  M onopoly : t h e
Kimberley Diamond Fields , 1871-1899', Ph.D., S choo l o f  O r i e n ta l
a n d  A fr ic an  S tu d ie s  (SOAS), U n iv e rs i ty  o f  London, 1982; D .j. 
Viljoen, 'Die diaroantnywerheid van S u id -A f r ik a ',  D.Comm. th e s i s ,  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  S t e l l e n b o s c h ,  1956.



th e  VaaO. c o n flu e n c e  w ith  t l : e  H a r ts  r i v e r  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  
Barkly West fri th e  Cape CdLony. m  1908 d ig g e r s  p ro s p e c t in g  in  
t t i e  v i d r d t /  o f B lcesliof and C hris tiana  in  th e  T ra n sv a a l Colony 
found expensive d e p o s i t s  o f  sh a llo w  a l lu v i a l  g r a v e l  s c a t t e r e d  
a c ro ss  t h e  v a s t  p la in  betw een th e  H arts  and th e  K ooi r i v e r  n e a r  
Potchefstroom .30 These d e p o s its  a t t r a c t e d  a la r g e  com m unity o f  
d ig g e rs  from many occupations in to  th e  s o u th - w e s te r n  d i s t r i c t s  
o f  th e  T ransvaal. By 1920 over 20 000 d ig g e rs  w ere  w ork ing  on 
th e s e  d eposits . T here  was th u s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  r a p id  e x p an s io n  in  
a l l u v i a l  diamond d ig g in g  fo llo w in g  th e  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  
diamond mining companies in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y , w hich h a s  
g o n e  by  la r g e ly  u n rem a rk ed  upon . Y et t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  som e 
im portan t excep tions to  th e s e  la c u n a e . G. B e e t a n d  T. T erpend , 
who were them selves d ig g e rs  on th e  r iv e r  d ig g in g s  in  t h e  e a r ly  
decades o f  th i s  c e n tu ry , p u b lis h e d  a  p io n e e r in g  s tu d y  o f  t h i s

D iggings i s  th e  only s tu d y  of t h i s  com m unity in  e x is te n c e .31 A 
num ber o f  g e o lo g ic a l in v e s t ig a t io n s  o f  t h e  a l l u v i a l  d e p o s i ts ,  
h ave been published  which a re  u s e fu l  f o r  te c h n ic a l  d e ta i l ,  b u t  
do  n o t  th ro w  much l i g h t  on th e  com m unity i t s e l f . 32 K o tz e 's  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  on th e  'G e s k ie d e n is  v a n  d i e  W e s - T ra n s v a a ls e  
D iam an td e lw ery e ' p r o v i d e s  a u s e f u l  g u id e  t o  t h e  s o u r c e s  
a v a ila b le  in  th e  o f f ic ia l  a rch ive  d e p o s i t s  b u t  d o e s  n o t  a tte m p t

J0 J .S .  K o tz e , 'G e s k ie d e n i s  v a n  d i e  W e s - T ra n s v a a ls e  
D iam antdelw erye1, M.A. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  p o tc h e fs tro o m  U n iv e rs i ty  
f o r  H ig h e r  C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t io n  (PUK), 1972 .

V aa l R ive:

32See  f o r  exam ple  p .A . W agnei . _________________________ _
S o u th e r n  A f r i c a . J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  1914 ; A .L . d u  T o i t ,  T h e

D epartment o f  Mines, G eo log ica l s u r v e y  Memoir No.44, P r e to r ia ,

lis h te n b u rq , Union G overnm ent, D epartm en t o f  M ines, P r e to r ia ,  
1952.



t o  ad d ress  s e r ia l s t r u c tu r e ,  c la s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  c o n sc io u s n e s s  o r  
c o n f l i c t  on t h e  T r a n s v a a l  d i g g i n g s .33

Some s tu d ie s  have  examined th e  economics o f  t h e  a llu v ia l diamond 
in d u s t r y ,  la r g e ly  a s  a  b y - p ro d u c t  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
d iam ond m in e s .34 T h e s e  h a v e  p r o v id e d  u s e f u l  b a c k g r o u n d  
m a te r ia l  on th e  econom ics o f  d iam ond p ro d u c tio n , b u t  l i t t l e  
d e t a i l  on  th e  p r o d u c e rs  th e m se lv e s . B o o y e n s 's  s o c io lo g ic a l  
in v e s tig a tio n  o f  th e s e  p roducers in  th e  1940 's was a  u s e f u l  b u t  
a h i s to r i c a l  p ie c e  o f  w ork w hich w as o f  l i t t l e  v a lu e  f o r  t h e  
y e a r s  1926 t o  1929.35 A s e t  o f  s t u d i e s  was p ro d u ce d  b y  tw o  
stu d e n ts  from P re to r ia  and  P o tch e fs tro o m  u n iv e r s i t i e s ,  on t h e  
•social and  econom ic h i s t o r y ' o f  t h e  a l l u v i a l  d ig g in g s  i n  t h e  
T ransvaal in  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu r y .36 K ra u se 's  s tu d y  c e n te re d  
s p e c if ic a lly  upon th e  L ich tenburg  a l l u v i a l  d ig g in g s  from  a b o u t 
1926. Both o f  t h e s e  s tu d i e s ,  w h i l s t  r i c h  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
d e ta i l  and em pirica lly  e x a c t  on m a tte r s  o f  p o lic y , d id  n o t  s e t  
a i t  t o  exp lore  th e  d igg ings e xperience  from  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  
th e  o rd inary  people, who appear t o  be la rg e ly  a b s e n t  from  t h e i r  
a c c o u n ts . The th e m es  w hich t h e y  h a v e  e x p lo r e d  r e f l e c t  an 
unw illingness t o  go beyond th e  d om inan t A fr ik a n e r  n a t io n a l i s t  
h is to rio g ra p h ica l school, e xh ib iting  a t h e o r e t ic a l  p o v e r ty  w hich 
system atically  tu r n s  away from q uestions about so c ia l  s t r u c tu r e ,

33J ,S .  K o tz e , 'G e s k ie d e n i s ' .

34F or example se e  D.J. V iljoen , 'D ie  D iam an tnyw erhe ld '; T. 
Gregory, E rnest O ooenhelm er and t h e  E conom ic D evelopm ent o f  
S o u th  A f r i c a , c a p e  Tow n, 1962 .

35J . J .  Booyens, 'D ie  d e lw ersb e ro ep . n ' Ekonom iese a n a l i s e  
m e t v e rw y s in g  n a  d i e  L ic h t e n b u r g s e  d ia m a n t v e ld e ',  M.A. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  S o u th  A f r i c a ,  1942.

36J .S .  K o tz e , 'G e s k ie d e n i s ' a n d  A.E . K ra u s e , 'D ie  
L ic h te n b u r g s e  A l lu v i a l e  D ia m a n td e lw e ry e , 1 9 2 8 -1 9 4 5 : n ' 
Sosio-Ekonomiese G eskiedenis', M.A. d is s e r t a t i o n .  U n iv e rs i ty  o f 
P r e t o r i a ,  1985.



c la s s  In te re s ts  and p o li t ic a l  consciousness. K ra u se  a s s e r t s  t h a t  
th e  d ig g e rs  had no p o l i t i c a l  c o n sc io u s n e s s  w h a tso ev e r, w h ils t  
Kotze a rg u e s  t h a t ,  a s  'A f r ik a n e rs ' ,  t h e  d ig g e r s  a u to m a tic a lly  
would have supported  th e  NP.37 They both h o ld  t h e  o p in io n  t h a t  
th e  d ig g e rs  had l i t t l e  o r  no com m unity o r g a n is a t io n  o r  s p i r i t ,  
la c k e d  s o c ia l  and  p o l i t i c a l  i n i t i a t i v e ,  and  w ere  l a r g e l y  t h e  
p a ss iv e  rec ip ie n ts  of s ta te  and  p r iv a t e ly  d o n a te d  l a r g e s s .  F o r  
bo th  Krause and K otze t h e  digg ing  p opu la tion  was c h a r a c te r i s e d  
a s  homogeneously 'poor' in  t h i s  p e rio d , la rg e ly  on t h e  e v id e n c e  
th a t  pove rty  cn th e  d igg ings in  th e  1930's ra n  a t  a  h ig h  f i g u r e ,  
w ith  no  a n a ly s i s  o f fe re d  f o r  t h i s .  T h e i r  s t u d i e s  t h u s  o f f e r  
l i u t l e  m ore  t h a n  r i c h  e m p i r i c a l  d e t a i l .  I t  a p p e a r s  a s  i f  
K eegan's c r i t ic i s m  o f  A fr ik a n e r  s o c ia l  h i s t o r ia n s  i s  r e le v a n t  
here ; 'Local h is to ry  (becomes) a d i r e c to r y  o f  lo c a l  governm en t, 
w h ite  r e l i g io u s  and  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
o rg a n is a t io n s . '38 T h ese  t h e s e s  a r e  u l t im a te ly  s im p le  l i s t s  o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c tm e n t s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r o u t i n e .

Turning from th e se  acc o u n ts  t o  t h e  se c o n d a ry  l i t e r a t u r e  on 
'poo r w hites' we fin d  s im ila r  problem s of approach and a n a ly s is .  
Perhaps th e  b e s t  o f  th e se  a c c o u n ts  a r e  th o s e  o f  t h e  academ ics 
who undertook ex tensive  re se a rch  f o r  th e  C arnegie commission in  
1928 and 1929.39 T h eir  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  by  c o n c e n tra t in g  on th e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  c a s e  s t u d i e s  o f  p o o r  w h ite  f a m i l ie s ,  
d e sc rib e  th e  conditions o f  l i f e  on th e  d ig g in g s , and h ig h l ig h t  
t h e  p o v e r ty  and s q u a lo r  o f  w h i te  d ig g in g  f a m i l i e s .  T h e i r

38T. Keegan, 

p p .x v i - x v i i l .
Johannesbu rg , 1986,

See  R e p o r t o f  t h e  c a r n e g ie  Com mission. 5 v o lu m e s . I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  se e  J.F .W . G ro s s k o p f , Volum e 1? R.W. W ilc o c k s , 
Volume 2 and  M .E .J . R o thm an  a n d  J .R . A lb e r ty n ,  V olum e 5.



a n a ly s e s  a r e  th u s  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  t h e  m o ral f a i l i n g s  o f  ' t h e  
p o o r  w h ite ',  t h e i r  la c k  o f  i n i t i a t i v e ,  a n d  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  
a d a p t  t o  t h e  'p r o g r e s s iv e ' s p i r i t  o f  m odem  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e .  
G r o s s k o p f 's  c o n c lu s io n  r e f l e c t s  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  q u i t e  
g r a p h i c a l l y .

T he w hole a tm o sp h e re  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s ,  w ith  t h e i r  
co sm o p o litan  p o p u la t i o n ,  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  com m un ity  
f e e l in g  o r  r e c o g n is e d  m o ra l  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  t h e i r  
a l l - p e r v a d in g  se n se  o f  g a m b lin g , r e c k l e s s n e s s  and  
i n s t a b i l i t y ,  (h a s  r e a c t e d )  p e r n i c i o u s l y  on ( th e s e )  
s im p le  r u r a l  p e o p le .

W ilcocks a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  'p e r n i c i o u s  a t t i t u d e '  t o  o u td a t e d  
s e n s ib ili t ie s  about manual work: t h e  d ig g e r . . .  c a r ry in g  o u t  h i s  
own opera tions, employing n a t iv e s  t o  do th e  h a rd  m anual w ork, 
was unw illing  to  su rre n d er  h is  positio n  and m a s te rsh ip . The man 
who had  form erly been an underdog f e l t  t h a t  h e re  "he was h is  own 
ma s te r  and n o t  t h e  r ic h  m an's d o g " . '41 T h ese  d e s c r ip t io n s  l i e  
much c lo se r  to  th e  s o c ia l  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s  th a n  do  th e  
r a th e r  s a n itise d  accounts o f  th o se  sc h o la rs  exam ined  above. B u t 
th e re  a re  s t i l l  p rob lem s w ith  t h e  s o r t  o f  a n a ly s i s  o f fe re d  by  
th e  C arnegie in v e s tig a to rs  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  c o n sc io u s n e s s  
o f  A frikaners on th e  a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s . T h e i r  a n a ly s e s  o f  th e  
p rocesses moulding th e  d ig g e rs ' ex p erien c e  a r e  s u p e r f ic ia l ,  and  
do n e t exp lo re  th e  dynamics o f  c la s s  form ation  on th e  d ig g in g s . 
T h is  d is s e r ta t io n  draw s on th e  groundwork o f  t h i s  p a th -b r e a k in g  
inv estig a tio n , b u t t r i e s  a lso  t o  e lab o ra te  some th e m es  w hich a re  
o f  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t .

In  th e  s tudy  which fo llow s we e x p lo re  t h e  th e m es  o f  s o c ia l

40J .F .W . G ro s s k o p f ,  Volum e 2, p p .1 0 3 -1 0 4 .

41R.W. w ilc o c k s ,  Volum e 2, p . 100.



s tru c tu re , econom ic and  c la s s  i n t e r e s t ,  p o l i t i c a l  m o b il is a tio n  
and  c o n sc io u s n ess , and p a r ty  r e c ru i tm e n t  am ongst t h e  w h ite  
digg ing  community. The second  c h a p te r  e x p lo re s  t h e  them e  o f  
e - r W  s tru c tu re  n£ th e  Id ch te n b u rg  d ig g in g  com m unity be tw een
1926 and 1929. I t  d e sc rib e s th e  fo rm atio n  o f  t h e  community and  
dem onstrates th e  ex istence  o f  competing c la sses  on th e  d ig g in g s , 
evaluating  th e  in fluence  o f  t h e s e  c om peting  econom ic i n t e r e s t s  
on th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s .  I t  i d e n t i f i e s  a 
c a p i ta l is t  c la s s  w hich in c lu d e s  l o c a l  L ic h te n b u rg  la n d o w n ers , 
la rg e  land-ow ning companies, lo c a l  and  n a t io n a l  e n t re p r e n e u rs  
involved in  th e  diamond d ig g in g  s y n d ic a te s  and  com panies, t h e  
na tional investing  public , p ro fessio n a l d ig g e rs  w ith  c a p i ta l  and  
e q u ip m e n t ,  a n d  s t o r e k e e p e r s ,  h o t e l i e r s  a n d  o t h e r  
se rv ice -o rie n ta ted  e n trep reneu rs . T h is  c h ap te r  argues t h a t  t h e s e  
c a p ita lis ts  were c ru c ia l in  de term in ing  th e  s o c ia l  and econom ic 
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  d i g g in g s .  'D ig g e r s '  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a 
he terogeneous group of p ro d u ce rs  c o n s is t in g  o f  r i c h  c a p i t a l i s t  
p ro fessiona l d igge rs  and moneyed s p e c u la to r s ,  a n  in te r m e d ia te  
group o f  independent b u t  m a rg in a lised  and  t r a n s i e n t  p ro d u c e rs  
pann ing  th e  gap between moneyed and im poverished d iggers , w hite  
w age w o rk e rs  a n d , f i n a l l y ,  t h e  u n e m p lo y ed .

Those p o o re r  ’d ig g e rs ' who w ere  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  d ig g in g s  
found th a t  th e ir  own o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  a ccum ulation  w ere  v e ry  
c im im scribod  by th e  opera tion  of t h i s  c a p i t a l i s t  c la s s  b e c a u se  
th e y  d id  n o t h a v e  u n lim ite d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r i c h e s t  g r a v e l  
deposits. The r i s k s  th e y  b o re  i n  d ig g in g  w ere  t h e r e f o r e  much 
h ig h e r  th a n  was th e  c a se  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c la s s .  T he v a s t  
m a jo r ity  o f  d ig g e rs  w ere fo rc e d  t o  o c c u p y  a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
position  in  th e  so c ia l s t r u c tu re  a s  m arginalised b u t  in d e p e n d e n t 
producers. T heir rank  and s t a t u s  w ere  c r u c ia l ly  d e te rm in e d  b y  
th e i r  access to  new so u rc e s  o f  a l lu v ia l  g r a v e l .  As th e  g r a v e l  
deposits  were worked out, o r  m onopolised  by  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  t h e s e  
d ig g e rs  w ere fo rc e d  t o  s e e k  w ork , f i r s t  i n  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  
o th e r  d ig g e rs ,  s e co n d ly  on s h a re s  w ith  o t h e r  d i g g e r s ,  -a n d  
f in a l ly  fo r  wages. 'L ike t h e i r  p o o r  w h ite  b r e th e r e n  e ls e w h e r e



in  t h e  U nion ', t h e  c h a p te r  c o n c lu d e s , .'th o se  d ig g e rs  w ith o u t 
f in an c ia l backbone were unable t o  secure: an  econom ic fo o th o ld . ' 
Consequently  th e y  Mere fo rc e d  i n to  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  w ork ing  
c la s s  a s  d e p en d e n t wage la b o u re r s ,  o r  .in to  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  
u n e m p lo y ed .

The th i r d  c h ap te r  exp'-jtres t h e  th e m e  o f  econom ic a n d  c la s s  
i n t e r e s t  on  t h e  d ig g in g s .  I t  d o e s  t h i s  b y  a n a ly s i n g  t h e  
p o lit ica l responses o f d ig g e rs  t o  th e  a t te m p ts  o f  c a p i t a l i s t s  t o  
ar-vld th e  n a tu re  o f  a llu v ia l digg ing  to  s u i t  t h e i r  own p a ro c h ia l  
c l i s s  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  t h i s  a t t e m p t ,  t h e  s o l e  o£ t h e  P a c t  
government was c ru c ia l .  T he p o l i t ic a l  re s p o n s e  o f  t h e  d ig g in g  
community ch iefly  dccemuned th e  n a tu re  o f  t h e  P a c t 's  r e sp o n se . 
D iggers who had a c c e s s  t o  t h e  c o r r id o r s  o f  pow er a r t i c u la te d  
th e i r  own programme which was a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th o s e  o f  l o c a l  
c a p i t a l i s t s  on th e  d ig g in g s . T h is  c h a p te r  d e t a i l s  t h e  l i t t l e  
explored in te rv en tio n  o f  t h e  i n te r n a t i o n a l  diam ond m agnates  -  
th e  monopoly c a p i t a l i s t s  -  on t h e  l o c a l  d ig g in g s . I t  s u g g e s ts  
th a t  th e s e  businessmen, sp e c ific a lly  S i r  E rn es t O ppenheim er and  
S o lly  Jo e l ,  e n te re d  in to  te m p o ra ry  p o l i t i c a l  a l l ia n c e  w ith  a 
l or-al  p o p u la r  d ig g e rs  movement. T h is  a l l ia n c e  w as 'c r u c ia l  in  
in fo rm in g  th e  P a c t 's  r e sp o n se  t o  t h e  d ig g in g  com m unity. The 
Precious Stones A ct (Act A4 o f  1927), w hich was p a s s e d  b y  th e  
Pact In  o rd e r  Vo reoa ive  Uic digg ings f o r  th e  ’sm a ll man' and  to  
y z e v e n t  t h e  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  ( la n d o w n e rs ,  com pany  and  
syndicate  prom ottors and lo c a l  e n tre p re n e u rs )  from  e x p lo i t in g  
a l lu v ia l  g r a v e l ,  was th e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  a l l i a n c e  b e tw e e n  
Oppenheimer and th is  d ig g e rs  movement. D iggers  w ere, th u s ,  n o t  
p o lit ic a lly  in a r t ic u la te ,  n o r  w ere th e y  s im p ly  th e  'v ic t im s ' o f  
'c a p i t a l i s t s ' .  T h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  re sp o n se  t o  'e x p l o i t a t i o n 1 w as 
v igorous, and th e  d ig g e rs ' movement w hich em erged a r t i c u la te d  
t h e i r  dem ands, w h ic h  r e f l e c t e d  th e  e co n o m ic  a n d  s o c i a l  
experiences o f  th e  d ig g in g  community. T h is  was t h e  m a tr ix  in  
which th e  consciousness o f  t h e  d ig g in g  com m unity w as form ed. 
•Exporicnco' th u s  c ru c ia l ly  in fo rm ed  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  r e sp o n se s  
t o  th e  b ro a d e r  s o c ia l  and  econom ic f o r c e s  t r a n s fo r m in g  t h e i r



com m un ity .

Chapter Four tu r n s  from a  co n ce rn  w ith  s o c ia l  and econom ic 
s tru c tu re , t o  examine th e  im pact o f  p opu la r d ig g e r  c o n sc io u sn ess  
upon p o litica l l i f e .  T he d ig g in g  com m unity c o n s is te d  o f  w h ite  
vo te rs , who, a s  Van O nselen  h a s  su g g e s te d  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  th e  
w h ite  w o rk in g  c l a s s  on t h e  W itw a te r s ra n d ,  w ere  n e i t h e r  
p o l i t i c a l ly  p o w e rle ss , n o r  e n s l a v e ' w ith in  an  a l l - e m b r a c in g  
n a t io n a l i s t  p a ra d ig m .42 On th e  d ig g in g s , im poverishm en t a n d  
th e  ac tions of an unsym pathetic government, which was seem ing ly  
determ ined to  e l im in a te  in d e p e n d e n t a l lu v i a l  d ig g in g , c la sh e d  
e x p lo s iv e ly  w ith  a  g row ing  na rro w  d ig g e r  c h a u v in is m  w h ich  
d e tec ted  'consp iracy ' and c o llu s io n  w ith  'm onopoly ' am ongst i t s  
p a r ty  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in  1928. T he N a tio n a l P a r ty ,  
'i t s  p a r ty 1, was in c re as in g ly  seen  t o  h a v e  ’b e t ra y e d ' th e  'sm a ll 

man', th e  m arginalised d ig g e rs  on th e  p u b l ic  d ig g in g s , b e c a u se  
o f  t h e  f a ilu re  o f  t h e  p a r ty  t o  com bat g row ing  im poverishm en t 
amongst th e  community. The NP, f o r  a  number o f  reasons, was slow  
to  respond to  demands o f  t h i s  ra d ic a l c o n s titu e n cy . I n  December
1927 a  n u m b e r  o f  d i g g e r s ,  ' a l l  o f  th e m  N a t i o n a l i s t s ' ,  
e s tab lished  th e  so u th  A frican  D ig g e rs  Union (DU) t o  a r t i c u l a t e  
d ig g e r  demands on a  p o lit ic a l p la tfo rm . W ithin s ix  m onths t h i s  
Union was used t o  la u n c h  a  lo c a l  c a n d id a te  who s to o d  a g a in s t  
T ielm an Roos, t h e  'L io n  o f  t h e  N o r t h 1, t h e  UP m em ber f o r  
L kh ten b u rg  o f  14 y e a rs  s tand ing , th e  Chairman of t h e  T ran sv a a l 
NP, M in is te r  f o r  J u s t i c e  in  t h e  p a c t  c a b in e t ,  in  t h e  g e n e r a l  
e lec tion  o f  1929. T IJ s  c a n d id a te ,  A .J Sw anepoel, a  man w ith o u t 
lo n g - s ta n d in g  p o l i t i c a l  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  w as n o m in a te d  a s  t h e  
d igg ings HP cand ida te  in  a u g u s t 1928 a g a in s t Roos. When th e  NP 
d is t r ic t  committee b y -passed  Swanepoel and nominated Roos a s  th e  
o ffic ia l NP candidate  f o r  th e  c onstituency , Sw anepoel announced  
tu s  determ ir.aticn  t o  s ta n d  a s  an  ’in d e p e n d e n t  N a t io n a l i s t1, so

4 2 C. v a n  O n s e le n , ’T h e  M ain R e e f  R o a d ’, p p .1 64 -165 .



co n fid e n t w as h e  o f  'r e p re s e n t in g  th e  w il l  o f  t h e  p e o p le 1. In  
Ho/e.Tibcr Rcos withdrow h is  candidacy in  favou r o f  SwanepoeL The 
d i g g e r s ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  n e ed e d  t h e i r  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in  
P a r lia m en t. T h is  u lia p to r  th u s  e x p lo re s  some o f  t h e  t e n s io n s  
which ex is te d  betw een  't h e  p a r ty ' and 't h e  p e o p le 1 d u r in g  th e  
P a c t's  period  of o ffice . I t  does so  from  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  t h e  
ra n k -a n d -f ile  members o f th e  NP. We s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  
r u r a l  e l e c t o r a l  b a t t l e  o p e n s  up  new p e r s p e c t i v e s  on t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b a tw e e e n  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  p a r t y  
p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  w h ich  n e e d s  t o  e x p lo r e d  f u r t h e r .

Wo f in a l ly  tu r n  to  c o m u d o r  th e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e s  on 
im poverishm en t h o ld  b y  u n e m p lo y ed  d ig g e r s  a n d  t h e  P a c t  
governm en t. T h is  in v o lv e s  an e v a lu a t io n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
im poverishm en t w ith in  th e  d ig g in g  com m unity in  t h e  p e r io d  
betw een  1926 and  1929, A fr ik a n e r  p r o l e t a r i a n i s a t i o n  on t h e  
d ig g in g s  i s  I d e n ti f ie d  cu j  p ro c e s s  w hich in v o lv e d  s p e c i f i c  
c la s s -b a s e d  in tr ,rvr>ntions, which w ere th e  'm o to r - f o r c e 1 f o r  
locaU y-baacd p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i ty .  The d iq a e r s ,  more e s p e c ia l ly  
those  'Jircatcnod with th e  pixwpcct. o f  lo s in g  t h e i r  in d e p e n d e n t 
liv e lih o o d , e x h ib ite d  a w e l l-d e v e lo p e d  a w a re n e s s  o f  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t s ,  w hich w ere  t h r e a t e n e d ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  b y  t h e  l o c a l  
compa/xies and synd icates (which m onopolised th e  m ost v a lu a b le  
claims), and then  by tlio .J.ittic  diamond m ining m agnates  arid t h e  
Pact government following th e  passage of th e  Precious Stones A ct 
in  November 1927. The r e la t io n s h ip  be tw een  p r o le t a r ia n i s a t io n  
and th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  c la s s e s  em erges w ith  some 
c la r i ty  in  th is  chap te r a s  we I’ccus on th e  f o r tu n e s  o f  t h e  m ost 
v u ln e ra b le  s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  A f r ik a n e r  c o m m u n ity . I n i t i a l l y  
poverty  was la rg e ly  'c a su a l1 on th e  d ig g in g s , o r  im p o rte d  from  
th e  r u ra l  a g r i c u l tu r a l  economy. Follow ing  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  
/se t, unemployment and pcwovty wore d ram atica lly  a cc e le ra te d  on 
th e  fie ld s , and pu-ikuj bu io re  Die onssot o f th e  G re a t D ep ression  
in  1929. D iggers  d r iv e n  in to  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  u n e m p lo y ed  
condemned th e  ivicIAj ImikUJikj of tJici 'a l lu v i a l  d ig g in g  q u e s t io n ' 
and blamod t h o i r  p l ig h t  on th e  governm en t. The d ig g e r s  w ere



la b o u r  p o l ic y ' w hich w ould d: 
working c la s s  a t  'k a f f ir  w ages'

o f  t h e i r  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l



C h a p te r  Two

DIAMOND PRODUCTION FROM THE LICHTENBURS 
DIAMOND DIGGINGS,1 9 2 6 -1 9 2 9 .

Die grand  e len a a rs  k iy g  duizende van pond v a n  d ie  d e lw e rs , 
e n  s y  g e e f  d i e  d e lw e r s  g a n s  g e e n  k a n s ,  w il  zy  h e t  op 
G rasfontein diiizend van re z e r f -k le im se , en  ik  den k  d a t  d i t  
d ie  g ro c ts te  onreg van d ie  wereld i s ,  w ant a ls  j e  d ie  s tro m e  
van  ge ld  z ian  w at h u lle  van  d ie  de lw ers k ry , dan  k a n  j y  n ie  
d ink , d a t h u lle  d ie  d e lv e r s  zoo gemeen k a n  b e h a n d e l n ie .

T he ow ner o f  a  p ro c la im e d  farm , t h e  n e a r e s t  h o t e l ,  t h e  
s to rekeepers , and th e  diam ond b u y e rs ,  i n  a b o u t t h a t  o r d e r  
named, a re  th e  only s u r e  p r o f i t -m a k e rs  from  th e  gam ble  o f  
d ia m o n d  d ig g in g .

Why n o t make th e  d ig g in g s  a s  u n a t t r a c t i v e  a s  p o s s ib le  f o r  
th e  moneyed element...? Under p re se n t c o n d it io n s  s y n d ic a te s ,  
r ic h  fa rm e rs ,  moneyed s p e c u la to r s  who c an  a f f o rd  t o  pay  
r u n n e r s  and  u n sc ru p u lo u s  d ig g e rs  g e t  t h e  p lum s a n d  th e  
p o o r e r  a n d  o l d e r  d i g g e r s  g e t  n o t h i n g .3

T h is  c h a p te r  exam ines how ow n ersh ip  o f  p r o p e r ty  on t h e  
a llu v ia l  diam ond d ig g in g s  in  t h e  L ic h te n b u rg  d i s t r i c t -  o f  t h e  
w estern  T ransvaal shaped one p a r t ic u la r  moment in  th e  h is to ry  o f  
t h e  s o u th  A fr ic an  c o u n try s id e  be tw een  1926 and  1929. T h e s e  
d igg ings w ere c en tred  cn th e  d iam ond-bearing g r a v e ls  s c a t t e r e d  
a c r o s s  t h e  s u r fa c e  o f  th e  fa rm s . H ere  la r g e  n u m b e rs  o f  t h e  
U nion's poor w h ite s  -  t h e  v ic t im s  o f  r a p id  econom ic g ro w th  -

*MNW 886, mm525/27, 'C omments on P re c io u s  S to n e s  B i l l ' ,  
A .J . d e  V i l l i e r s  t o  M in i s t e r  o f  M in e s , 12 A p r i l  1927 .

2T h e _ S .ta r  21 J u l y  1926.

3The S t a r  31 D ecem ber 1926.



DIAMOND PRODUCTION FROM THE LICHTENBURG 
DIAMOND DIGGINGS,1 9 2 6 -1 9 2 9 .

Die g rond e ie iiaa rs  k ry g  duizende van pond v a n  d ie  d e lw ers , 
en s y  g e e f  d ie  d e lw e r s  g a n s  g e e n  k a n s ,  w i l  zy  h e t  op 
G rasfontein duizend van r e z e r f -k le im se , en i k  den k  d a t  d i t  
d ie  g ro o ts te  onreg  van d ie  wereld is ,  w ant a l s  j e  d ie  s trom e  
••■n geld  z ien  w at h u lle  van d ie  de lw ers  kxy, d a n  k a n  jy  n ie  

•s zoo gem een kan  b e h a n d e l n ie .dink, d a t  h u lle  d ie  d e lv e r s  z

T he ow ner o f  a  p ro c la im e d  farm , t h e  n e a r e s t  h  i t e l ,  t h e  
sto rekeepers , and th e  diam ond b u y e rs ,  in  a b o u t  t h a t  o r d e r  
named, a re  th e  on ly  s u r e  p r o f i t -m a k e rs  from  th e  gam ble  o f  
d ia m o n d  d ig g in g .

Why n e t  make th e  d ig g in g s  a s  u n a t t r a c t i v e  a s  p o s s ib l e  f o r  
th e  moneyed element...? Under p re se n t c o n d itio n s  s y n d ic a te s ,  
r ic h  fa rm e rs ,  moneyed s p e c u la to r s  who can  a ff o rd  t o  pay  
r u n n e r s  and u n sc ru p u lo u s  d ig g e r s  g e t  th e  p lum s and  th e  
p o o r e r  a n d  o l d e r  d ig g e r s  g e t  n o th in g .

T h is  c h a p te r  e xam ines how ow n ersh ip  o f  p r o p e r ty  on  t h e  
a llu v ia l  diam ond d ig g in g s  in  t h e  L ic h te h b u rg  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  
w estern T ransvaal shaped a n a  p a r t ic u la r  moment in  t h e  h is to ry  o f  
th e  S o u th  A fr ic an  c o u n try s id e  b e tw een  1926 a n d  1929. T h e s e  
d igg ings w ere c en tred  on th e  d iam ond-bearing g r a v e ls  s c a t t e r e d  
a c r o s s  t h e  s u r fa c e  o f  t h e  farm s. H ere  la r g e  n u m b e rs  o f  t h e  
U nion's poo r w h ite s  -  t h e  v ic t im s  o f  r a p id  econom ic  g row th  -

^MNW 886, mm525/27, 'C omments on P re c io u s  s to n e s  B i l l ' ,  
A .J . d e  V i l l i e r s  t o  M in i s t e r  o f  M in e s , 12 A p ri l . 1927.

2T h e  S t a r  21 J u l y  1926.

3The S t a r  31 D ecem ber 1926.



congregated in  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  in d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n .  T h is  c h a p te r  
c a s ts  some l ig h t  on th e  L ic h te n b u rg  d ig g in g s  e x p e r ie n c e , and 
dem onstrates th a t  a lthough th e  d ig g in g s  beckoned  in v i t in g ly  t o  
th e  impoverished A frikaner on th e  la n d , a i.J  t o  t h e  unem ployed 
from  th e  c i t i e s  a n d  s m a l l  to w n s  o f  t h e  p l a t t e l a n d ,  t h e i r  
econom ic o p p o r tu n it i e s  t h e r e  w ere  v e ry  c irc u m sc rib e d . T hese  
d igg ings w ere  t h e  kingdom o f  th e  m oneyed e lem e n ts , t o  w hose 
in te r e s ts  th e  poo r w hite p a id  homage and  t r i b u t e ,  and  n o t  t h e  
titcp ia  of th e  small men. I t  i s  t h i s  c la s s  p e r s p e c t iv e  w hich i s  
ab sen t from th e  l i t e r a tu re  on th e  L ichtenburg a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s , 
and t h i s  c h ap te r  e x p lo re s  th e  them e o f  c la s s  fo rm atio n  in  t h e  
d ig g in g  com m un ity  m ore  f u l l y . 4

I n  Ja nuary  1926 tw o du  P less is  brefchers d is c o v e re d  d iam onds 
w h ils t p ro s p e c t in g  on K lip b a n k fo n te in , tw e lv e  m iles  n o r th  o f  
lic h te n b u rg , where they  farmed. I n  May a  p u b lic  a llu v ia l  d ig g in g  
was procla im ed  on th e  farm . Many la n d o w n ers  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
im m ed ia te ly  t u r n e d  w ith  a  new e y e  t o  f o r m e r ly  b a r r e n  a n d  
u n p ro d u c tiv e  v e ld  and  b egan  p r o s p e c t in g  f o r  d ia m o n d s . On 
E landsputte, an a d jo in in g  farm . Dr H aro ld  H arg e r , p ro s p e c t in g  
u n d e r  co n tra c t w ith th e  landowner/ Kosie V oorendyk, lo c a te d  one  
o f  th e  r ic h e s t d e p o s its  o f  a l lu v ia l  g r a v e l  in  t h e  s u b c o n tin e n t.  
T his farm, l ik e  o th e rs  in  t h e  im m edia te  v i c in i t y ,  was n o t  v e ry  
rem a rk ab le  in  a p p e a ra n c e  o r  a g r i c u l tu r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  h a d  
form erly been subdivided in  an  e f f o r t  t o  s e l l  i t .  B u t by  A ugust 
1926 scar cely  a  farm in  th e  whole o f L ichtenburg  and V entersdorp 
could be acq u ires  w hether i t  c a r r ie d  g r a v e l  o r  n o t .5 Prom t h i s

4S e e  f o r  e x am p le  .7.S . K o tz e , 'G e s k ie d e n is  v a n  d ie  
Was-Tran svaalse  Diamantdelwerye’, M.A. d is s e r t a t i o n ,  PUK, 2972; 
A.E. K rause , 'D ie L ic h te n b u rg se  A U u v ia le  D ia m a n td e lw e ry e , 
1928-1945: n ' Sosio-Ekonom iese G e sk ie d e n is ', M.A. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P r e t o r i a ,  1985.

5F o r  e a r ly  p ro s p e c t in g  on K lip b a r.k fo n te in  (M anana) s e e  
L ichtenburg  Museum, m anuscript, j.W . du  F re e s , 'D ie  o n td e k k in g  
van D iam ante op M anana, J a n u a ry  1 926 ', 26 S e p te m b e r  1926.
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b a rre n  dusty  c o rn e r  o f  th e  T ransvaal th e r e  s p ra n g  in to  b e in g  a  
lo c a l in d u s try  p roducing  o v e r  a  m il lio n  c a r a t s  o f  d iam onds in  
1926 and over tw o m illion in  th e  fo llow ing  y e a r ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  a 
t o t a l  money va lu e  o f  f iv e  m illion pounds; an in d u s t ry  h a v in g  i t s  
economic f o u n d a tio n s  f i rm ly  ro o te d  in  t h e  w o rld 's  demand f o r  
d iam onds, s u p p o r t in g  d i r e c t l y  a n d  i n d i r e c t l y  som e 250 000 
p e o p l e . 6

From June  1926 t i l l  A u g u st 1927 f o r t y  f iv e  p u b lic  a l l u v i a l  
diamond d igg ings w ere proclaimed in  a  rough ru n  on se v en  farm s 
in  t h e  K L ipveld. T h e s e  f a r m s  w e re  K l ip b a n k f o n te in  N o.82, 
Uitge-vonden No.99, R uig te laag te  No.203, K lip k u il  No.210, W itk lip  
No.149, G rasfontein Ho.240 and W elverdiend No.294. From Ja n u a ry  
1928 to  December 1926 a  f u r th e r  f i f ty  p ro c la m a tio n s fo llow ed on 
s i x  f a r m s .7 F o r  a  b r i e f  m om ent t h e  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  o f  
Lichtentaurg blossomed in to  th e  n o isy  h u b  o f  t h e  S o u th  A fr ic an  
a llu v ia l diamond in d u s try  where 'everybody seem ed t o  b e  m aking 
money'. The p ro sp ec t o f  a c q u ir in g  w e a lth  beyond  t h e i r  w ild e s t  
dreams sparked  o ff  one o f  th e  most a s to n ish in g  lo c a l  m ig ra tio n s  
of th e  tw en tie th  cen tu ry . From a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  T ra n sv a a l, men, 
women and ch ild ren , were 'w end ing  t h e i r  way t o  E la n d s p u tte . . . .  
Many people  a re  t r a n s p o rtin g  th e i r  e n t ir e  hom es.... Cows, sheep , 
donkeys, g o a ts  and even p ig s  a re  be ing  d r iv e n  a lo n g  b e h in d  th e  
wagons -  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  m oving o f  t h e  t r i b e s  d e s c r ib e d  in  t h e  
Bible.'® In  t h i s  J n io n -w id e  r u s h  p e o p le  from  a l l .w a lk s  o f  l i f e  
w ere  r e p r e s e n te d .  P r o f e s s io n a l  p e o p le , c i v i l  s e rv a n ts ,  w h i te  
w orkers, and a lto g e th e r  th e  flotsam  and je tsam  o f  t h e  to w n s  and

sT h e  S t a r  21 J u l y  1926 . F o r  c o m p a r a t iv e  f i g u r e s  s e e

7J .S .  K o tz a , 'G e s k ie d e n i s 1, p . 218. 

aT h e  E t a r  5 J u n e  1926.



c i t ie s  were drawn to w a rd s  t h i s  v o r te x  o f  th e  a l lu v i a l  diam ond 
w o rld .9  T h e  l a r g e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs  w ere  f a r m e r s  
many c f  whoa had  experienced  bad seasons and now tu rn e d  t o  t h e  
d ig g in g s  f o r  q u ic k  c ash  r e tu r n s .  T h e  u n e m p lo y e d  f ro m  t h e  
W itw atersrand and th e  sm a lle r  T ra n sv a a l tow ns w ere  p r e s e n t  in  
equal p roportions. P ro fess ional d ig g e rs  formed th e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  
sec tion  o f  t h i s  popula tion  and  t h e  o ld e r ,  e s ta b l is h e d  d ig g in g s  
on t h e  O range and Low er V aal R iv e r s ,  a n d  a t  B lo em h o t a n d  
W olm acansstad, w ere  l i k e  c e m e te r ie s  't h e  o ld  g u a r d ' h a v in g  
t r e k k e d  t o  L ic h te n b u r g  ' t o  t h e  l a s t  m a n '.10

Voorendyk's farm E landsputte  formed th e  hub oE t h e  d ig g in g s , 
and d e sc r ip tio n s  o f  th e  can-p in  Ju n e  1926 give  some id e a  o f  th e  
glamour, m ystique, movement and  c o n t r a s t  w hich c h a r a c te r iz e d  
t h e s a  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  o p t i m i s t i c  e a r l y  day  j  o f  d ig g in g :

F la r in g  l i g h t s  on a b ig  w h ee l c a s t  a  g i a n t  c i r c l e  
a g a in s t  th e  s t a r - s t u d d e d  h e av e n , sw arm ing  th r o n g s  
we ll ed i  xir.d m e rry -g o -ro u n d s , sh o o tin g  g a l l e r i e s  and 
Aunt S a llie s  and a l l  th e  c p p u rtu ra n c e s  (s ic .)  o f  Jam es ' 
C a r n iv a l  C oro t.'ny  a n d  e x te n d e d  b u s in e s s e s .  
V en triloqu ists ana cheap ja ck s  a t t r a c t e d  hu g e  th r o n g s .  
I t  was b u s ie r  than  i> e  s id e sh o w s a t  t h e  D urban b each  
d u r in g  th e  se aso n . I n  a n o th e r  q u a r t e r  o f t h e  cam p, 
however, a  solemn p ra y e r  and song se rv ice  was held . F o r  
an hou r a p reacher... exhorted  h is  c o n g re g a tio n  t o  le a d  
C h r is t ia n  l iv e s . . .  and t h e  o p e n - a i r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  
m idst o f  th e  mimosa bushes b roke  o u t w ith  solemn hym ns 
su n g  by  50 v o ic e s ,  accom panied  b y  an h a rm o n iu m . 1

3 'A llu v ia l  D iam ozd D ig g in g s . A n a l y s is  o f  P o p u la t i o n

p p .231-233 fsee A ppendix Two below ); A.A. van  Wyk, 'R e p o r t on 
L ichtenburg Digging Schools in  T ransvaal P ro v in c e ', T .P. 9 -1929 , 
D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n , A nnual R e p o r t f o r  y e a r  e n d in g  3 1 s t 
D ecem ber 1 9 2 9 ', p .62 ; T h e  S t a r  17 J u l y  1926.

•‘ 0|£ h e  S t a r  9 J u n e  1926 .

11T h e  S t a r  10 J u n e  1926 .



The tow nship a t  E landsputte  had a main s t r e e t  t h r e e  m ile s  lo n g , 
i t s  c e n t r a l  f e a tu r e  b e in g  t h e  sp a c io u s  s q u a re  w ith  i t s  f o u r  
cafes, a  'b io scc p e ' and  d a n ce  h a ’l ,  and  many s to r e s .  A ll a lo n g  
t h e  m ain s t r e e t  o f  t h e  camp th e r e  w ere  s t o r e s  o c c u p ie d  by  
g roce rs , bakers, b u tc h e rs , je w e lle r s  and  w atchm akers , c lo th in g  
m erchants, bootmakers and h a ird re sse r s. T his t i n  and can v a s  c i t y  
grew  a s  people  f lo o d ed  in  from  th e  su rro u n d in g  d i s t r i c t s .  By 
A u g u st t h i s  human a n th e a p  c o n s t i t u t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
g a th e r in g s  found on one sp o t in  t h e  U nion o f  S o u th  A fr ic a .12

I n  A u g u s t  t h e  d ig g in g s  o f  B a k e r s  (Known lo c a l l y  a s  
B a k e rv ille ) , a d jo in in g  E la n d s p u tte ,  w as p r o c la im e d  a n d  i t s  
c u tp u t soon o u ts t r ip p e d  t h a t  o f  E la n d s p u tte ,  a t t r a c t i n g  more 
people  in to  th e  a re a .  The to w n sh ip  and  d ig g in g s  t h e r e  w as an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  phe n o m en o n :

As f a r  a s  t h e  eye  c a r  ?e... a r e  i r r e g u l a r  ro w s  o f  
ga lvanized iro n  h u ts , whose sh in in g  to p s  g l i s t e n  in  th e  
b la z in g  s u n l ig h t ,  even  th ro u g h  th e  d u s t  w hich r i s e s  
l i k e  a  b a r r a g e  o r  t h e  sm oke  o f  som e e r u p t i n g  
volcano.... They had changed th e  face  o f  n a tu re .  On th e  
lo n g , low c u rv e d  r id g e  n o t  a  v e s t i g e  o f  p l a n t  l i r e  
r em a in s ; from  end  to  end  i t  i s  s c a r r e d  a n d  p i t t e d ,  
d e e p ,  w id e  h o l e s  a l t e r n a t i n g  w ith  p i l e s  o f  
o c h re -c o lo u re d  g r a v e l  and  s to n e s .  A ll t h e  c la im s . . .  
edge in  (on each o ther) and each i s  w orked  by  a  g ro u p  
o f  men, who w ork a s  th o u g h  u rg ed  by  w hip and s p u r .
O ften to e  whole group eanpte ta  o f  E u ro p ea n s ... b e n t  on 
k e e p in g  dow n l a b o u r  e x p e n s e s . . . .  13

E la n d s p u t t e  now fo rm e d  t h e  m e t r o p o l i s  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s :

I t  i s  h e re  th a t  a l l  th e  d ig g e rs  a re  c o n g re g a te d , l i v in g  
in  t h e i r  h u ts  no t f a r  from th e  ground which h a s  p ro v en  
t o  b e  s o  r i c h  in  d iam onds; h e re  t v  h a v e  t h e  H a tto n

12The S t a r  5 A u g u st 1926, 30 J u l y  192 6, 30 J u n e  1926 .

13I h e _ S . ta r  26 O c to b e r  1926.
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Garden o f  t h e  d igg ings; h e re  we have t h e  " P ic c a d iU y " -  
th e  streefc o f  shcps and b a rs  and cafes  which tu n s  along 
th e  edge o f  th e  r idge; h e re  we have th e  po lice  b a rra c k s  
and th e  m a g is tr a te s  c o u r t ;  h e re  we h a v e  th e  pum ping 
s ta tio n ... which g iv e s  w a te r  t o  a l l  t h e  i n h a b i ta n ts  o f  
t h e  d ig g in g s .14

T h is  'h id e o u s , c o r r u g a t e d  to w n 1 w as  l i t t l e  m ore  t h a n  tw o  
i rr e g u la r  lin e s  o f  closely-jammed zinc  b u ild in g s  s e p a ra te d  by  a 
roadway o f  d u s t strew n with garbage. But i t  f o i le d  t h e  econom ic 
nuc leus o f  th e  d iggings. On S a turdays work c eased  in  t h e  claim s’ 
and  d ig g e rs  and  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  f lo c k e d  t o  ’P i c c a d i l l y '  t o  
exchange th e i r  diamonds f o r  cash from  th e  diamond b u y e rs ,  who 
each possessed a l i t t l e  t in  shack and a  d i s t i n c t iv e  p e n n a n t and  
who w ere  g ro u p ed  to g e th e r  w ith in  t h e  'B u y ers  s q u a re 1 in  t h e  
c en tre  o f  th e  canp. T his cash  flowed c u t t o  th e  many tr a d e r s  and 
m e rc h a n t s  a n d  h a w k e rs :

B lo ff  S t r e e t  sh o p k e e p e rs  would g n a sh  t h e i r  t e e th  in  
envy a t  th e  r e a rin g  tr a d e  done by th e  250 t r a d e r s  who 
have s e t  up th e i r  t in  sh o p s  in  t h e  s t r e e t s .  T here  a re  
tr a d e r s  o f  every  conceivable  kind , and each one a p p ea rs  
t o  be  pi-cepcttus-.r. Round th e  s h o p s ... w ere  h o rd e s  o f  
w h ite  non  a n d  n a t i v e s  e a g e r  t o  b u y .

The township formed th e  social c e n t r e  o f  t h e  camp. H ere  t h e  
tem pestuous d ig g e rs ' m eetings w ere h e ld , in  t h e  open a i r ,  th e  
sp e a k e rs  a d d re s s in g  th e  m il lin g  c row ds from  th e  s a f e ty  o f  a 
r a is e d  p la tfo rm  o r  th e  t a i l g a t e  o f  th e  n e a r e s t  t r u c k .  I t  was 
a lso  h e re  th a t  th e  no torious cafes, b ill ia rd  room s, sh e b ee n s  and 
c in e m a s  w ere  t o  b e  fo u n d :

The 15 c a fe s  in  P i c c a d i l ly  J o  a  r o a r in g  t r a d e  a l l  
day,and a t  n ig h t th e  f lo o rs  a r e  c le a re d  and  th e  d ance
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beg in s t o  th e  musir- o f  a gramophone. The c a b a re t  d a n ce  
i s  f o r  th e  d ig g e r  o n e  o f  t h e  m ost d e le c ta b l e  w ays of 
spending an evening fo r  th e re  a re  enough women to  make 
t h e  d a n c e  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  T h o se  w ho p r e f e r  
b i l l i a r d s . . .  a r e  a b le  t o  f in d  a  good gam e in  o n e  o r  
o th e r  o f  t h e  f o u r  b i l l i a r d  sa loons?  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  t o  
com p lete  t h e  e f f e c t  tw o  b io s c o p e s  r a n  n i g h t l y . 16

T he s o u rc e  o f  a l l  t h e  w ea lth  -  t h e  p r o d u c tiv e  h u b  o f  t h e  
d igg ings -  la y  w ithin th e  c o n f in e s  o f  th e  c la im s , eac h  in  s iz e  
45 Coot by  45 fe a t,  where la b o u r commenced ac  su n r is e  a id  c ea sed  
a t  su n se t, and where t h e  long , m onotonous u n e n d in g  p r o c e s s  o f  
d igg ing ,s iev ing  and w ashing w en t on f o r  h o u r  a f t e r  h o u r , from  
M onday t o  F r id a y  e v e r y  w eek . H e re  in  t h e  c la im s :

h uge s to n e s  a r e  h u rled ,lab o rlo u sV y  and  d a n g s ro u s ly -  
only to  b e  shovelled back when th e  space  th e y  occupy i s  
req u ire d .... A t ofches-j, p ic k s  r i s e  and f a l l ,  w re s tl in g  
w ith  so l id ly  packed  g r a v e l  and  s to n e s .  E v e ry w h e re  
c ra d les  a re  recked and g rav e l and w ater c a r r i e d  t o  th e  
p u d d l in g  t r o u g h s .  P u d d le  b o y s  h a n d l in g  s h o r t  
wedge-shaped sp a d es , com bine g r a v e l ,  sa n d  and  w a te r  
in to  a m ixture capable  o f  passing  th rough  th e  rev o lv in g  
c i r c u l a r  m a c h in e s  w h ich  s e p a r a t e  a n d  e j e c t  t h e  
v a lu e le s s  l i g h t  p e b b le s  from  th e  "heavy  s tu f f " . . . .  17

The in t e r e s t s  o f  p r o p e r ty  and  p r o p r i e ty  w ere  v e ry  a c t iv e  
b e h in d  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  e u p h o r ia ,  f o r  L ic h t e n b u r g 's  b r i e f  
flow ering had a t t r a c te d  c o n s id e ra b le  com m ercial i n t e r e s t .  The 
gamble o f  diamond digg ing  prov ided  q u ic k  and  rea d y  p r o f i t s  t o  
t h e  ow ners  o f  t h e  farm s, t h e  h o te l  and  c a n te e n  k e e p e rs ,  t h e  
s to rekeepers  and th e  diam ond b u y e rs . The d ig g e rs  th e m se lv e s , 
though, discovered  th a t  th e i r  own oppo rtu n ities  f o r  accum ulation  
w ere  v e ry  l im ite d  and  t h e i r  c a p a c i ty  f o r  in d e p e n d e n t a c t io n  
severely  circum scribed by th e se  c a p i ta l i s t s  who owned th e  la n d

l s T h e  S t a r  11 D ecem ber 1926. 
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and he ld  th e  commercial r ig h ts  on th e  farms. D iggers w ere bound 
in  a  web of in te r lo c k in g  com m ercial i n t e r e s t s  w hich ex tended" 
l i t e r a l ly  from th e  g rav e l o f  th e  so u th -w es te rn  T ra n sv a a l t o  th e  
b o a rd ro o m s  a n d  e x c h a n g e s  o f  t h e  d ia m o n d  w o r ld .18

Landowners were th e  f i r s t  t o  e x tra c t  a  su rp lu s  in  th e  form  of 
r e n t  from  th e  d ig g e rs  who w ere  t h e  d i r e c t  p r o d u c e r s .  The 
landow ners o f  t h e  e ig h t  L ic h te n b u rg  fa rm s  on w hich a l lu v ia l  
d igg ings were proclaimed included fo u r  p r iv a t e  ow ners and  f o u r  
c om panies. As t h e  ow ners a t  p r o p e r ty  th e y  w ere  e n t i t l e d  t o  
c e r ta in  r ig h ts . I n  o rd e r  t o  e n t ic e  t h e  la n d o w n ers  t o  a llow  th e  
p u b l ic  t o  d ig  u p  th e s e  d e p o s i ts ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  made 
p ro v is io n  f o r  t h e i r  com pensa tion . F i r s t ,  t h e  lan d o w n er co u ld  
p ro sp ec t th e  d e p o s its  t o  determ ine t h e i r  e x te n t  and v a lu e . Once 
t h i s  h a s  been determ ined, th e  ska te  to o k  a  han d  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  
m inerals which i t  he ld  in  t r u s t  f o r  t h e  p u b lic ,  and  procla im ed  
p a r t s  o f  th e  farm s a s  pu b lic  d igg ings, w hich a llow ed  t h e  p u b lic  
(w h ite  m a les  o v e r  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e )  o n to  t h e  f a rm . T h e s e  
p ro c la m a tio n s  to o k  away a l l  r i g h t s  t h e  o w n er  h a d  o v e r  t h e  
grave l, except t h a t  h e  was allowed to  s e le c t  235 o w n er 's  c laim s 
f o r  h i s  own p r iv a te  usu on any po rtio n  o f  th e  p ro cla im e d  a re a s .  
The d iscovere r o f  th e  dep o sit was a ls o  e n t i t l e d  t o  peg  some 60 
claim s on th e  g r a v e l  These c laim s w ere  known a s  t h e  'R e se rv e 1 
claim s. The s u r fa c e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  lan d o w n er rem ained  la r g e ly  
untouched, and h e  received  r e n t  from th e  digg ing  p o p u la tio n  f o r  
liv in g  on h is  la n d , u s in g  h i s  g ra z in g  and  d r in k in g  h i s  w a te r , 
landow ners received  h a lf  o f a l l  th e  c la im  l ic e n c e s  c o l le c te d  on 
th e i r  digg ings when a p u b lic  d ig g in g  was p ro cla im e d  on t h e i r  
farm. A ll o f th e  landow ner's p roperty  -  h is  tim ber, g ra z in g  la n d  
and w ater resou rces -  was r e s e rv e d  f o r  h is  e x c lu s iv e  u se , and
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cou ld  b e  d isp o se d  o f  o n ly  W ith h i s  c o n s e n t .  And t h e  s u r fa c e  
owner had so le  a u th o ri ty  to  le ase  o u t s ta n d s on h is  p ro p e r ty  f o r  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t r a d i n g . 19

We can i l lu s t r a te  how th e se  p ro p erty  r ig h ts  p laced  landow ners 
in  an advantageous position  by considering  th e  farm s B landspu tte  
and Uitgevonden. On Blandsputte  Voorendyk s o ld  h i s  235 R e se rv e  
claim s to  wealthy, experienced d ig g e rs  a t  an a verage  o f  £225 p e r  
claim . These p ro fessio n a l d ig g e rs  w orked w ith  la r g e  g a n g s  and  
'u p  t o  d a te  m o to r -d riv e n  m ach in e ry 1. The p r i c e s  p a id  b y  th e  

p roE essisnal d ig g e rs  f o r  V oorendyk’s  p r iv a t e  c la im s w ere  much 
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  te n  sh il lin g  licence  fee  r e q u i r e d  f o r  p e g g in g  a 
c la im  on t h e  p u b l i c  a r e a  o f  t h e  fa rm . Y e t d i g g e r s  w ith  
experience  were prepa red  to  pay  to p  p r ic e s  f o r  R e se rv e  c la im s 
because  th e y  were s i te d  on  th e  r i c h e s t  g r a v e l  d e p o s i ts  on th e  
farm , a n d  t h i s  r e d u c e d  th e  gam ble  in v o lv e d  in  p e g g in g  goo d  
claim s a t  t h e  r u s h . T he w ork on th e s e  c la im s was an  am azing 
s p e c ta c l e  w ith  ' t h o u s a n d s  o f  n a t i v e s  on  t h e  m o u n ta in s  o f  
g r a v e l . . .  l i k e  a n t s  on  an  a  g ig a n t i c  a n t h e a p '.  20

The popula tion  o f  40 000 w hich c o n g re g a te d  on v o o ren d y k 's  
farm  to  ru sh  th e  seven  thousand  p u b lic  claim s made p o s s ib l e  h is  
se co n d  f in a n c ia l  k i l l in g ,  f o r  s to r e k e e p e r s  from  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
coun try  clamcunsd f o r  tra d in g  s i t e s  on th e  farm  w hich h e  l e t  a t  
C100 a  s tand . The t r a d i n g  r e s e rv e  th u s  form ed th e  h u b  o f  t h e  
E la n d sp u tte  camp. V oorendyk c ap p e d  th e s e  f in a n c ia l  b o n a n za s  
th rough  th e  prov ision  o f  water, f o r  machines and p e o p le , a t  t h e  
p r ic e  of fo u rp e n c e  p e r  d ig g e r 's  b a r r e l  o f  64 g a llo n s , from  a

19n ie _ J r e s im s  Stones fA lluv ia l) Amendment A ct. A c t Ho. 15 
o f  1919 , C h a p te r  a , 3 , 11, 22, 23 a n d  24.

20P or R e se rv e  c la im s , s e e  T he S t a r  10 J u n e  1926, 9 J u n e
1926. For o th e r  a c t iv i t ie s  see  Lichtenburg Museum, K. V oorendyk
t o  'F i e n a ' ,  2 May 1956.



number o f  h a s tily  d r ille d  boreholes on h i s  p r o p e r ty . W ithin s ix  
m onths V oorendyk h a d  made o v e r  £40 000 from  t h i s  s o u r c e .21 
Voorendyk derived  more b e n ef it  from th e  supply  o f  w ater a n d  th e  
co llec tion  of s ta n d  te n ts  and th e  s a le  o f  f u e l  and g r a z in g , th a n  
fro m  t h e  s a l e  o f  h i s  o w n e r 's  c la im s .22

The owners o f  U itgevonden  (p o p u la r ly  known a s  B a k erv ille )  
w ere D avid R u s s e l l ,  a  d ia m o n d  b u y e r  a n d  s p e c u l a t o r  fro m  
Kimberley, and H enry C la rk e , h i s  p a r tn e r .  T hey p u rc h a se d  th e  
farm  from A.W. Baker in  June  1926 fo r  £30 000 and in  Sep tem ber
1926 they  floa ted  a  pu b lic  company, th e  T reasu re  T rove Diamonds 
S y n d ic a te  L im ited  ( T r e a s u r e  T ro v e ) ,  t o  w ork  t h e  f a rm . I n  
partnership with some Johannesburg businessm en th e y  concentra ted  
on tu rn in g  th e i r  p roperty  r ig h ts  t o  good advantage. T hey s e t  up 
a  25 horse-pow er suc tion  e n g in e  t o  p ro v id e  500 ooo g a l lo n s  o f  
w a te r  p e r  day  f o r  s a le  t o  d ig g e rs .  T h e ir  r e v e n u e  fro m  t h i s  
so ir e e  amounted t o  between £180 and £200 p e r  day . T hey d id  n o t  
work th e i r  Reserve claim s u n t i l  l a t e  in  1927, b u t  th e y  l e t  o u t 
th e i r  trad in g  s ta n d s a t  from £50 to  £100 p e r  month. T he company 
received  £13 731 from th e se  so u rc e s . I n  O c to b er  1926, j u s t  one 
month a f t e r  proclamation, some 30 000 w h ite s  and 50 000 b la c k s  
r esid ed  on th e  p r o p e r ty .  D ig g e rs  p e g g ed  10 COO c la im s a t  t h e  
rush and th e  company received  a  monthly revenue o f  2/6 p e r  claim 
from every d igge r. T reasure  Trove was v e ry  s u c c e s s f u l  and  tw o  
d iv idends were paid  from Jur.a 1926 to  November 1927, am ounting  
to  a 4u p e r  c e n t  d iv id e n d  p e r  s h a r e . 22

21L ic h te n b u rg  Museum, K. V oo re n d y k  t o  ’P l e n a ',  14 May

22MNV» 886, mm525/27, 'comments', E.M. B radshaw  t o  M in is te r  
B e y e rs ,  20 A p r i l  1927.

23MtiW 88 6 , mm 5 2 5 /2 7 , 'C o m m e n ts ', " T r e a s u r e  T ro v e " ,
Reference 85J; The s t a r  19 A ugust 1926, 25 O ctober 1926, 7 A p ri l 
1927, 22 November 1927, 22 December 1927, 29 D ecem ber 1927; The 
Mining and I n d u s t r ia l  M agazine. 3 Novem ber 1926, 6  S ep tem b er



Not a l l  la n d o w n ers  w ere  c o n te n t  t o  g e n e r a te  re v e n u e  from  
th e se  sou rces only. These owners re so r te d  to  more d e v io u s  means 
t o  m ultiply  t h e i r  r e tu rn s .  Some, e s p e c ia l ly  on p r iv a t e ly  owned 
f a r m s ,  w o rk e d  o u t  t h e  g r a v e l  d e p o s i t s  w h ile  t h e y  w ere  
p ro spec ting  and b e fo re  t h e  p u b lic  co u ld  p u t  a  sp a d e  in to  th e  
ground. On R u ig telaag te  f o r  example, which was owned jo in t ly  by 
f iv e  descendan ts  from L id itenbu rg  p io n e e r  fa m i lie s ,  t h e r e  w ere 
'thousands o f  men and women w orking' th r e e  m onths p r i o r  t o  th e  
proclam ation. Over 30 000 worth o f d iam onds w ere  ta k e n  o u t  in  
th a t  month by 673 European d ig g e rs  working u nder th e  lic e n c e  of 
th e se  ow ners on a  te n  t o  f if te e n  percen tage. By A ugust 1926 th e  
owners o f  R u ig te la a g te  h a d  found  s to n e s  w hich r e p r e s e n te d  a 
'f i v e  f ig u r e  f o r t u n e '. 24 A s im i l a r  t a l e  w as t o l d  on b o th  
K U pbankfontein and K lipku il. Many o f  th e  d ig g e r s  em ployed in  
pro spec ting  were g iv e n  f i r s t  o p t io n s  t o  p u rc h a s e  t h e  R ese rv e  
c la im s  b e f o r e  th e y  w ere  p u t  on t h e  m a r k e t .25

1926, 12 May 1926, 1 Decem ber 1928; T h e  M in in g  J o u r n a l . 5 
February 1927, 4 May 1928; The Rand D aily  M ail 2 May 1928, 10 
May 1928.

24R u ig te laa g te  was owned by  J.H  d e  l a  Rey, A.E Schoeman, 
J.H . d e  Vce (ne' G reef) , P . d e  Wet, H.G. G reef, S.M. G re e f , A.C. 
G re e f  (D eeds O ff ic e  P r e to r ia ) ,  p o r t io n  A o f  R u ig te la a g te  was 
2032 morgen (m.) in  e x te n t  ( o r ig in a l  farm  was 3252 m.) and  was 
known a s  'V aalboschputta A lluv ia l D iggings' fG overnm ent G az e t te  
No. 181/1926, No. 1573, Vol.LXV). See  The S t a r  5 J u n e  1926 , 21 
Ju ly  1926, 21 S ep tem b er 1926, 30 J u ly  1926, 4 A u g u s t 1926, 22 
N ovem ber 1926.

25K lipkuil No.210 (in  e x te n t  7456 m.) was owned in  1926 by
A.A. Schoeman, W.M. L an g r ish , B .J. K rige  and  J . p . j .  C o n ra d ie , 
and  p ro cla im e d  'W o n d erg a t R u sh  A l lu v i a l  D ig g in g s ',  on 11 
November 1926 (2485 m.). See  G overnm ent G az e t te  No.276/1926, 
No.1588, Vol.LXW. P o r t io n s  c  and  E o f  K U p b an k fo n te in  N o.82 
were re g is te re d  to  P.M. du P re ez  and W.J. d e  Wet r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  
p ro c la im e d  a s  'M anana(de  Wet) and  M anana(du P reez ) A llu v ia l  
d ig g in g s , in  e x t e n t  606m. a n d  355m. ^G o v e rn m e n t G a z e t t e . 
N o.9 9 /1 9 2 6 , N o.1554 , V ol.LX IV ).



i.

O ther landow ners subd iv ided  t h e i r  farm s. The P r e to r ia  E a s t 
Diamonds Company Limited, which acquired  W itklip from  a  p r iv a t e  
owner in  1926, subdivided th e  farm  in to  f o u r  p o r t io n s  in  o r d e r  
to  b e  a b le  t o  p ro c la im  each  p o r t io n  s e p a r a t e ly .  One o f  t h e s e  
p o r tio n s  was proclaimed in  November 1926 a s  th e  W itklip A llu v ia l 
Diggings. S ix  months b e fo re  th e  pu b lic  was allowed o n to  W itk lip , 
t h e  g r a v e l  t h e r e  w as b e in g  e x t e n s i v e ly  p r o s p e c t e d  b y  t h e  
company's p ro spec to rs  and by th e  d a te  o f  p ro c la m a tio n  t h e  farm  
w as p r a c t i c a l l y  w o rk ed  o u t . 26

T h e  m o st d r a m a t ic  e x a m p le s  o f  u n f e t t e r e d  c a p i t a l i s t  
e n trep reneu rsh ip  took  p lace  on th e  farm s G ra sfo n te in  No.240 and 
Welverdiend No.249. H ere th e  la n d o w n ers  e s ta b l i s h e d  a  v i r t u a l  
mflnopoly ove r th e  ex tensive  d e p o s its  of g rav e l on th e i r  farm s by 
subdivision. In i t ia l ly  th e  farm s w ere owned by  L ew is and M arks 
and form ed p a r t  o f  t h e i r  e x te n s iv e  la n d h o ld in g s .27 T hey  now 
form ed p a r t  o f  t h e  p o r t f o l i o  o f  t h e  A f r ic a n  a n d  E u ro p e a n  
Investm ent Company Limited (A&E). The A4E b e g an  t o  su b d iv id e  
th e i r  L ichtenburg farm s when diamonds were f i r s t  d is c o v e re d  in  
th e  d is t r ic t .  Before Ju ly  1926 th e  company subdiv ided  only sev en  
of i t s  41 farm s in  t h e  L ic h te n b u rg  d i s t r i c t ,  and  th e s e  i n to  a 
maximum o f  tw o  o r  t h r e e  p o r t i o n s .  I m m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e

W itk lip  No.149 o r ig in a l ly  owned by F .J . Roos, a n d  s o ld  
to  P r e to r ia  B a s t Diamonds Company L im ited , i t  was in  e x te n t  
4154m. 161r., and subdivided by to e  Company i n to  f o u r  p o r t io n s .  
Proclaimed "W itklip A lluvia l Diggings" on 18 N ovem ber 1926 (see  
Government G azette. Ho.278/1926, No. 1889, v o l. LXVI); The S t a r  9 
Ju n e  1926, 3 November 1926, 9 November 1926, 22 Novem ber 1926.

27I n  1926 th e  A&E ow ned 41 f a r m s  in  t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  
d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  50 in  M arioo . (MNW 898, m m 379/27, 'L i s t  o f  
S ubdiv isions of Diamondiforous bearing  farm s in  th e  L ic h te n b u rg  
d i s t r ic t  f o r  pu rposes o f  P/S Act', J .  v a n  B yssen  t o  M in is te r  o f  
Mines, 'L is t  o f  su bd iv is ion  o f  d ia m o n d ife ro u s  b e a r in g  fa rm s  in  
L ic h te n b u r g  d i s t r i c t  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  
Act(1927)'). Sea a ls o  The. S t a r  4 A u g u st 1926, 8 D ecem ber 1926, 
11 D ecem ber 7.926, 7 A p r i l  1927.



B la n d s p u tte  p ro c la m a tio n  in  J u ly  1926 t h e  ASE e x t e n s i v e l y  
su b d iv id ed  i t s  fa rm s  ly in g  on th e  l i n e  o f  t h e  g r a v e l .28 One 
of i t s  farms, Welverdiend No.249, was so ld  t o  t h e  p a r tn e r s h ip  o f  
co lonel James Donaldson and Woolf C a r l is ,  in  O c to b er  1926, f o r  
30 000, b u t th e  A6E r e s e rv e d  to  i t s e l f  t h e  o w n er 's  r i g h t s  to  
any diam ond mine o r  m ines w hich m ig h t b e  d is c o v e re d  on th e  
p ro p er ty .29 In  A u g u st 1926 J .  Van E y ssen , t h e  m anager o f  th e  
company's farms, rep o r te d  t h a t  p ro s p e c t in g  o p e ra t io n s  w ere  in  
p r o g re s s  on fo u r te e n  o f  t h e  A S E 's  L ic h te n b u r g  f a r m s .  T he 
e x tre m e ly  r i c h  ru n  o f  g r a v e l  on G ra s fo n te in  sn a k ed  i t s  way 
a c r o s s  H en d r ik sd a l, L aR eysS tryd , K lip la a g te , B la a u b a n k  and  
M o o im eis jie s fo n te in , a l l  A&E farm s. I s a a c  L ew is w as a b l e  t o  
announce with g re a t  p r id e  a t  th e  tw e n ty -f ir s t  g e n e ra l m eeting of 
th e  company t h a t  t h e r e  had  be en  'o u t s ta n d in g ' d i s c o v e r ie s  o f  
diamonds on a  block  o f  n ine  farm s on which diam ondiferous g rav e l 
c o u ld  b e  t r a c e d  f o r  t h i r t y  m i l e s .30

W ithout a deub t th e  most prom ising jew el in  th e  A&E p o r tf o l io  
was t h e  farm  G ra s fo n te in . I n  O cto b er 1926 L ew is  a n d  M arks 
subdiv ided  th e  farm  in to  f i f te e n  p o r t io n s  and  im m ed ia te ly  so ld  
e ig h t o f  them (see Appendix Two). The rem ain ing  se v en  p o r t io n s  
were r e ta in e d  by th e  company and on each o f  t h e s e  p o r t io n s  th e  
company claimed th e  r ig h t t o  p ro spec t b e fo re  p ro c la m a tio n , and,

28T hese  farm s w ere  B laau b an k  N o.222 i n t o  15 p o r t i o n s ,  
H outhaaldoom s No.236 in to  5, M o o im eisjesfon te in  No.22 in to  17, 
LaReysStryd No.220 in to  15, K liplaagte No.223 in to  8, Zam enkomst 
Ne.250 in to  9, and G rasfontein No.240 in to  22 p o r t io n s  (MNW 898, 
rom379/27, 'L is t  o f  S ub d iv is io n s ', J .  van  E yssen  t o  t h e  M in is te r  
o f  M in e s , 4 May 1927 ; T h e .S t a r  11 D ecem ber 1926).

29Donaldson and C arlis  purchased th e  farm  from  th e  A&E on 
29 O c to b e r  1926 (D e ed s  O f f ic e ,  Deed N o .11583 ). F o r  t h e  
r e se rv a tio n  o f  r ig h ts  t o  any diamond mine w hich m ig h t b e  found 
cn W elverdiend by Donaldson and C arlis , see  MNW 898, mm379/27, 
'L i s t  o f  S u b d i v i s io n s ' ,  4 May 1927.

3QThe M ining W orld and  E n g in e e r in g  J o u r n a l  3 J u ly  1926.



a f te r  proclam ation, th e  r i g h t  t o  s e l e c t  235 R e se rv e  c la im s  and 
60 d is c o v e r e r 's  c la im s (a s  t h e  company i t s e l f  h a d  c o n d u c te d  
pro spec ting  o p e ra t io n s ) . On th e s e  sev en  p o r t io n s  t h e  company 
prospected  u n der th e  superv ision  o f  J . Van B yssen , and  d ig g e rs  
o f  t h e  'b e s t  c l a s s '  o f fe re d  t h e i r  s e rv i c e s  t o  t h e  company a t  
e x o rb itan t r a te s  o f up to  20 pe rcen t. T hese  d ig g e r s  w ere  'A l o t  
o f  f i r s t  c la s s  men -  many o f  them  w ith  s e v e r a l  th o u s a n d s  of 
pounds ready  t o  in v e s t in  th e  undertak ing ... and th e y  a re  a lm o st 
clam orously o f fe r in g  t h e i r  s e rv i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Company in  
t h e i r  p r o s p e c t i n g ' . 31 T h e  w ork  on t h e  R e s e rv e  c la im s  on 
G r a s f o n te i n  w as q u i t e  f r a n t i c :

I n  le s s  than  a month what was b a re  v e ld  h a s  become a 
h uge  c a v ity  t h a t  e v e r y d a y  b e co m e s  m ore  a n d  m ore 
suggestive  o f  th e  open mine workings a s  th e y  ex iste d  on 
th e  Prem ier Mine tw enty ye a rs  ago. W hile t h e  w ork ings 
a re  in  t h e  n a tu re  o f  a hu g e  " p o th o le " , t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
d ig g e rs  a r e  f in d in g  i t  p r o f i ta b le  t o  h a u l  t h e  g round  
t.-om considerab le  dep th s ( there  a r e  v e ry  many d e r r ic k  
c ra n e s  engaged) o r  t o  l i f t  i t  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  b y  t h e  
t e r r a c e  sy stem  o f  sh o v e llin g  w ith  n a t iv e  l a b o u r  i s  
p r o o f . . .  o f  t h e  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t s . 32

In  th e se  o p e ra tio n s  t h e  p r o fe s s io n a l  d ig g e rs  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  
company b o re  t h e  r i s k s  o f  d ig g in g  a n d  v e n tu r e d  t h e i r  own 
c a p i ta l .  T hese  d ig g e rs  w ere  a b le  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  p i c k  o f  t h e  
Reserve claim s on G rasfontein th r w g h  t h e i r  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  
p ro specting  of th e  farm. One o f  th e se  p r o s p e c to r s  who b o u g h t a 
Reserve claim y a s  L.D.C. van Wyk, who was probably  ta k en  on a s  a 
p ro sp ec to r on portion  L o f  G rasfontein by van Eyssen b ecau se  h e  
had managed th e  A&E's farm s a t  Sannieshof (L ichtenburg d i s t r i c t )  
f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s .  He d rew  p lo t  L21927 in  t h e  l o t t e r y  
conducted by th e  company to  d is t r ib u te  i t s  d is c o v e r e r 's  c la im s, 
and pa id  1000 f o r  th e  p riv ile g e . From t h i s  c la im  h e  re c o v e re d

31T h e  S t a r  11 D ecem ber 1926, 7 D ecem ber 1926.
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over £100 000 worth o f  diamonds; van  Wyk's po tho le  s ta n d s  to d a y  
a s  a  memory t o  h i s  goo d  f o r t u n e .33

T h e  R e s e rv e  c la im s  fo rm ed  t h e  f o c u s  o f  a c t i v i t y  on 
G rasfontein and by  January  l i t e r a l ly  'hundreds o f  n a tiv e  w o rk e rs  
worked th e re  u nder th e  su p e rv is io n  o f  d ig g e rs  and  p a id  w h ite  
o v e rs e e r s '.  As t h e  g r a v e l  was p ro b ed  t o  g r e a t  d e p th s  i t  was 
n ecessary  to  denote  th e  boundaries o f  th e  claim s by s tr e tc h in g  a  
g r id  o f  s t e e l  w ire s  a c r o s s  t h e  e x c a v a tio n s  and  to  hang  lo n g  
v e r t ic a l  weighted w ires from th e se  to  a c t a s  plumb l in e s  t o  show 
w hich a re a s  w ere  b e in g  w orked on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
d i g g e r s . 34

The A6E d id  excep tionally  w ell o u t  o f  G ra s fo n te in . The s a le  
o f  th e  e ig h t p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  farm  a lo n e  r e a l i s e d  £41 000. On 
th e  unso ld  po rtio n s o f  th e  farm, o v e r  £161 000 was r e a l i s e d  by 
th e  s a le  o f  R ese rv e  c la im s  by  A p ri l 1926, w h ils t  1 133 c laim s 
remained to  b e  sold. The company was a ls o  e n t i t l e d  t o  h a lf  th e  
revenue from claim lic en c es  p a id  by th e  d ig g e rs  on th e  60 625 
claim s pegged  by  th e  p u b lic  a f t e r  p ro c la m a tio n . The company 
received la rg e  amounts from i t s  t r ib u te r s  du rin g  th e  p ro sp e c tin g  
ope ra tions. T he company a ls o  r e ta in e d  t h e  t r a d in g ,  w a te r  and 
g raz in g  r ig h ts  ewer th e  p ro p erty  a s  a  w hole  and  r e a l i s e d  la r g e  
am oun ts from  th e s e  r i g h t s .  T he AfiE c e r t a i n l y  t u r n e d  t h e i r  
p r iv a te  r ig h ts  t o  good advantage on G rasfontein and th e y  d id  so  
c h ie f ly  by  m o n o p o li s in g  l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  g r a v e l  by  
s u b d iv i d in g  t h e  fa rm , a n d  c la im in g  t h e i r  o w n e r 's  a n d  
d i s c o v e r e r ' s  c la im s  on e a c h  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  fa rm s  o r

33L ic h te n b u r g  Museum, 'M nr. L .D .C . v a n  W yk 's s e  r y k  
'P o th o le ' op G ra s fo n te in  p lo t  L 21927-1928', no d a te ,  s e e  a ls o  

T h e .S ta r  3 November 1926, 6 November 1926, 12 Novem ber 1926, 7 
November 1926, 11 Novem ber 1926, 12 J a n u a ry  1927, 18 J a n u a ry
1927 , 19 F e b r u a r y  1927 , 6 F e b r u a r y  1927.

34T h e  s t a r  18 J a n u a r y  1927.



p o r t i o n s . 35

The sa le s  o f  po rtio n s of th e  farm s c re a te d  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  
a  new c la s s  o f  e n trep reneu rs . E igh t po rtio n s o f  G ra sfcn te in  w ere  
snapped up by eage r in v e s to r s .  P o r tio n  E ( fo r  £5000) and  J  o f  
t h e  farm  w ere  so ld  t o  lo c a l  L ic h te n b u rg  bu sin e ssm e n  ( I s r a e l  
C ooper and  B e n ed ic tu s  K rig e , e n t h u s i a s t i c  m em bers o f  t h e  
L ich tenburg  Chamber of Commerce) who formed a  synd ica te  t o  work 
i t . 35 Po rtions K and M o f  th e  farm were b o u g h t by  t h e  T re a su re  
T rove d irec to rs , H. C lark and D. R u ss e ll , on b e h a lf  o f  t h e  High 
Level G ravels Syndicate, t h a t  was s e t  up  a s  a  f r o n t  o p e ra tio n  
f o r  t h e  diam ond m agnates . S i r  E r n e s t  O ppenheim er and  S o l ly

The tcest sp e c ta cu la r  example o f  c a p i ta l i s t  d r iv e  i s  p ro v id e d  
b y  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  t h e  C a r r ig  D iam ond Com pany L im i te d  
(Carrig), f loa ted  cn 1 November 192fi, w ith  a nom inal c a p i t a l  o f  
£25 000, o f  w hich £22 100 was p . i v a t e l y  o f fe re d  ( 'm ore  th a n  
twice, th e  requ ired  ‘Capital being  o f fe re d  w ith in  a  few  h o u r s  o f  
i t s  iception '). F.K. W ebber, t h e  chairm an  o f  t h e  com pany, was 
th e  Government Surveyor a t  th e  Deeds O ffice a t  P re to r ia .  He was 
accused of ille g a lly  exp ed itin g  th e  p a s sa g e  o f  t h e  d ia g ra m s o f  
t h e  s ix  su b d iv is io n s  w hich th e  company c a r r i e d  o u t  on i t s  
po rtion , po rtion  L of G rasfon tein , th ro u g h  th e  l i b e r a l  o f fe r in g

36D eeds O ffice , P r e to r ia ,  G r a s f o n te i n  N o.240 ; MNW 898, 
mm2370/27, 'P recious Stones A ct 44/1927, S e c tio n  23. H o ld ings o f  
in t e r e s t  by  c o rp o ra te  b o d ie s , s y n d ic a te s  and  a s s o c i a t io n s  o f  
p e rsons ', Schedules A1 and  A2, B1 and  B2, S ta te m e n ts  show ing 
n um ber o f  ow ners and d is c o v e r e r s  c la im s h e ld  b y  c o r p o r a t e  
bodies, synd icates and p a rtn e rsh ip s , 22 November 1927; The S t a r
3 March 1927, 8 September 1927, 4 August 1927, 3 Novem ber 1927.

3^See T. G regory , E r n e s t  O ppenheim er a n d  t h e  E conom ic  
D evelopm ent o f  S o u th e rn _ A fr ic a , L ondon , 1962, p p .176-1 .82 .



o f  b a tches o f  100 Cl s h a re s  t o  v a r io u s  o f f i c ia l s .  The company 
was r e g is te red  on 1 November 1926; by 11 Novem ber t h e  t r a n s f e r  
o f  th e  p roperty  was completed and th e  subdiv ision  diagrams f i l e d  
in  th e  Deeds O ffice, and by 15 November p ro s p e c tin g  was begun . 
In  December 1926 th e  company decla red  an in te rim  d iv idend  o f  50 
p e r  c e n t o r  10 sh il lin g s  p e r  share . By th e  end  o f  D ecem ber t h e  
com pany 's p r o s p e c to r s  h a d  found  3 073 c a r a ts .  Fo llow ing  th e  
exam ple  o f  t h e  A&E, C a r r ig  a llow ed  t h e i r  p r o s p e c to r s  f i r s t  
op tions on th e  Reserve claim s, and th e se  p ro spec to rs  p u t up o v e r  
C13 000 in  j u s t  fo u r  h o u rs ,  t h e  p r ic e  p e r  c la im  go in g  up  t o  
£1000. P ro sp e c to rs  who w e re  a b le  t o  s e c u r e  c la im s  on t h e  
C a rrig 's  g ro in d  d id  e x tre m e ly  w ell -  tw o  o f  them  f in d in g  470 
c a r a t s  a n d  987 c a r a t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  f o u r  d a y s .

3y reb ru a ry  1927 th e  C arrig  had s o ld  883 R e se rv e  cl,aim s on 
p o r t io n s  1 t o  4 o f  t h e  o r ig in a l  p o r t io n  L f o r  £64 085, a n d  
worked choice claims on p o r tio n s  5 and 6 on t r i b u t e  -  re c e iv in g  
£5000 a s  i t s  percen tage  by Ja nuary  1927. The C arrig  le ase d  t h e i r  
w ater r ig h ts  to  ind iv iduals , w hile t r a d i n g  s i t e s  w ere  le a s e d  a t  
£50 a  s tand . When th e  p r o p e r ty  was p rocla im ed  in  M arch 1927 
approxim ately 4000 claims were pegged, and a fu r th e r  2/6 f e e  p e r  
claim was paid t o  th e  company. The p r o f i ta b i l i ty  o f  t h e  company 
i s  d e m o n s tra te d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C a r r ig  d e c l a r e d  f i v e  
in te r im  d iv id e n d s  am ounting  t o  some 4 / J  p e r  c e n t  w ith in  th e  
f i r s t  s ix  m onths o f  o p e ra t io n s ,  o r  a £4 15s. r e tu r n  on a  £1 
sh a re . Because th e i r  o p e ra t io n s  w ere  s o  s u c c e s s f u l  t h e  C a r rig  
began t o  buy up o th e r  p ro m is in g  a l lu v ia l  p r o p e r t ie s .  I n  M arch
1927 th e y  b o u g h t th e  3200 m orgen farm  De P a a r l  No.62 in  t h e  
d i s t r i c t .  The company th e n  s u b d iv i d e d  t h e  fa rm  i n t o  n in e  
p o r t i o n s  a n d  b e g a n  p r o s p e c t in g  t h e r e . 38

MNK 886, mm525/27, 'C o m m e n ts ', 'C a r r i g  D iam onds, 
Limited', Reference 85E; T he S t a r  7 Decem ber 1926, 5 F e b ru a ry
1927, 31 March 1927, 11 A p ri l 1927, 14 A p ri l 1927; MIfW 898, 
mm2370/27, 'P re c io u s  S to n e s  A c t1, Memorandum A c tin g  M in in g



Cazxig's o p e ra t io n s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n , to o k  t h e  s p e c u la t iv e  
s p i r i t  fu r th e r  th a n  th e  A&E in  subdiv id ing  th e  a lre a d y  t i n y  169 
morgen p o r t io n s  o f  G ra s fo n te in . C a r r ig 's  R e se rv e  c laim s w ere 
so ld  t o  th r e e  synd ica tes  and two companies. One o f  th e se  w as th e  
E ld o rad o  Diamond Company L im ited , 'com posed  m o s t ly  o f  t h e  
members o f  th e  p a r tn e r s h ip  and  t h e i r  f r i e n d s ' ,  and  once  a g a in  
many lo c a l c a p i ta l is ts  from Johannesburg, some w e ll-c o n n ec te d  in  
m in ing  c i r c le s ,  w ere  in v o lv e d . The s y n d ic a t e  p u r c h a s e d  150 
claim s on po rtio n  L o f  G rasfontein from  th e  C a r r ig ,  w hich w ere  
e i the r  worked d irec tly  by th e  company o r  th ro u g h  th e  agency  o f  
t h e  t r i b u t e r s . j9  I n  M arch 1927 t h e  E ld o r a d o  s h a r e h o ld e r s  
floa ted  a f u r th e r  synd ica te  to  purchase  a no ther 97 o f  th e  C a r rig  
R eserve  claim s, which were so ld  t o  t h e  s y n d ic a t e  members. T h is  
s y n d ic a t e ,  l i k e  o t h e r s  on t h e  f a rm , w o rk e d  t h e i r  c la im s  
prim arily  on th e  t r ib u te  system and by t h i s  m eans t h e  h o ld in g s  
o f  th e  sy n d ic a te  w ere  w orked o u t. A s im ila r  t a l e  was t o ld  a s  
r e g a r d s  t h e  h o ld in g s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t  company, E ld o ra d o . 40

Two fu r th e r  synd icates were d i r e c t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  C a r r ig ’s 
p o rtio n  L  o f  G rasfontein; t h e  L Diamond s y n d ic a t e  L im ited  and 
th e  G rasfontein Diamond Syndicate  Limited, t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  b o th  
b e in g  su b s c r ib e d  by  t h e  sam e g ro u p  o f  J o h a n n e s b u r g  a n d  
L ichtenburg  specu la to rs . They b o u g h t a  b lo c k  o f  s ix t y  R ese rv e  
c laim s a t  £100 each, some o f  which were re so ld , su c h  a s  a  b lo c k

Commission e r  K ierksdorp t o  O nder S e c re ta r y  M ines, 3 Decem ber

39MNW 898, mm2532/27, 'B onanza S y n d ic a te  (H.A. Dawson) 
Appl ic a t ion to  work claims on G ra sfo n te in  in  P a r tn e r s h ip  u n d e r  
S e c t io n  73(4) o f  A c t 4 4 /1 9 2 7 ',  H.A. D aw son t o  M in in g  
Commissioner K ierksdorp, 30 November 1927; The S t a r  15 Novem ber

" i b i d .



£750 {who subsequently  r e s o ld  a t  a  p r o f i t  t o  a  p a r tn e r s h ip  o f 
tw o  B a rk ly  W est d i g g e r s ) . 41

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  r a t h e r  r e s t r a i n e d  s u b d iv i s io n s  a t  
G rasfontein, Donaldson and C arlls  c u t W elverdiend up in to  t h i r t y  
p o r t io n s  ( s e e  A p p en d ix  T h r e e ) .  B e fo re  l o n g  t h e y  f u r t h e r  
s u b d iv id e d  p ro m is in g  a r e a s  i n t o  s m a l le r  a n d  s m a l le r  
sec tio n s.42 T his d r iv e  to  m onopolise  c la im s by th e  p lo th o ld e r s  
a t  W elverdiend provoked a  b lu s te r in g  o u tb u rs t from th e  M in is te r  
f o r  Mines, F.W. Beyers, in  Parliam ent du rin g  th e  s  cond re a d in g  
o f  t h e  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  B i l l  i n  A p r i l :

. . . th e  farm  W elve rd iend ... h a s  b e en  c u t  up  i n t o  50 
b lccks, and on every  b leck  a s p e c ia l  company h a s  been  
floated . T hat company i s  t h e  r e g is te r e d  ow ner o f  t h a t  
p lo t  o f  g r a v e l ,  and  th e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  each  company 
claims 200 owners' and 150 d isc o v ere rs ' c la im s w hich  i s  
e x a c tly  e q u a l t o  5 m orgen  T h e s e  a c u t e  a n d  a s t u t e  
g e n tle m e n  a r e  v e r y  f a r s e e i n g  w hen i t  com es t o  
e x t r a c t i n g  w e a lth .

B e y ers  was a s to u n d ed  by th e  o p p o r tu n it i e s  a v a i la b le  t o  t h e  
la n d o w n ers  o f  a l lu v ia l  farm s: 'T hey c o u ld  d iv id e  i t  i n t o  a  
thousand  p ieces o f  f iv e  morgen each, and each f iv e  m orgen w ould 
b e  equ ivalen t t o  th e i r  ow ners' and  d is c o v e r e r s ' c la im s  and  n o t 
o n e  in c h  o f  g r o u n d  w ou ld  b e  l e f t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e

896, mm2432/27, 'T he  " L "  Diamond S y n d ic a te  L im ited . 
A pplication perm ission to  s e l l  claim s under S e c tio n  73, P re c io u s  
S tones A ct 44/1927', Memorandum, Mining Commissioners O ffice , 22 
Decem ber 1927; MNW 898, m m 243 l/27 , 'G r a s f o n te in  D iam ond 
Syndicate  Limited. Application to  s e l l  c la im s u n d e r  S e c tio n  73 
o f  A ct 44/1927', Memorandum, M ining C om m issioner's O ffice , 22 
D ecem ber 1927.

42MNW 89R, m m 2?70/27, 'P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A c t 4 4 /1 9 2 7 .
Section  23. Holding of I n te r e s t  by Corporate  B odies s y n d ic a te s  
and  a s s o c ia te d  p e r s o n s '.  S c h e d u le s  A1 a n d  A2, B1 a n d  B2. 
Statem ent showing unmarked ow ner's and d iscovers  claim s h e ld  by 
co rp o ra te  bcdies, synd ica tes  and p a rtn e rsh ip s , 22 Novem ber 1927.



S ta te . '43 Tha s u b d iv is io n  o f  W elverd iend  was c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  
m ultip ly  th e  Reserve claim s. Although in itia l, p ro s p e c t in g  on th e  
farm  was c a rried  o u t on th e  t r ib u te  system, Donaldson and C a r i l s  
went t o  g re a t le n g th s t o  r e ta in  th e i r  monopoly o v e r  t h e  R e se rv e  
ground and d id  n e t s a i l  claim s th e re  a s  t h e  A&B h a d  done T h is  
ncncpoly on Reserve ground enabled Donaldson and cat-14 a t o  allow 
many d ig g e rs  w ith  l e s s  th a n  im p re s s iv e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  w ork on 
t r i b u t e  f o r  th e m .44

Donaldson and C a r lis  b o u g h t W elverd iend  in  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  
c a p a c i t i e s  and  a f t e r  s u b d iv i s io n  th e y  f l o a t e d  tw o  p u b l i c  
com panies t o  w ork v a r io u s  p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  farm  w ith  p u b l i c  
money. These companies, th e  W elverdiend Diamonds Limited and th e  
Idchte n b u rg  Diamond G ravels Limited, were f lee te d  w ith a  nom inal 
c a p i t a l  o f  £70 000 a n d  £25 000 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  W e lv e rd ie n d  
Diamonds acquired po rtion  C (subdivided in to  f o u r  p o r tio n s ) ,D  ,
B, F, K, L (also subdivided in to  f o u r  p o r t io n s ) , 0  and  P o f  t h e  
farm, b u t  only fo u r  o f  th e se  po rtio n s were prospected  b e fo re  t h e  
passage  of th e  P recious Stones Act in  Decemb e r  1927. T heir  o th e r  
company, th e  Lichtenburg G ravels, was th e  th i r d  l a r g e s t  company 
on th e  f ie ld s  and  i t  p u rc h a se d  n in e te e n  p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  farm  
(two o f  which were fu r th e r  subdivided in to  f o u r  p o r t io n s ) ,  each 
o f  a b o u t  125 m orgen  in  s i z e .

The two Donaldson and C arlis  com panies h a d  349 p r o s p e c to r s  
working th e i r  Reser ve c laim s on t r i b u t e  who p ro d u ce d  be tw een  
them £89 641 worth o f diamonds by October 1927 (of which £14 114 
w ent t o  th e  company a s  i t s  f if te e n  p e rc e n t  and £75 526 w en t t o

43H ansa rd . v o l. 8, 25 A p ri l 1927, 2709, M in is te r  o f  M ines 
and  I n d u s t r i e s ,  S e c o n d  R e a d in g  o f  P r e c io u s  S t o n e s  B i l l .

44The_Star 11 December 1928; MNW 896, mm2370/27, 'P re c io u s  
S to n e c  A r+ ', M em orandum , F .J .  M a thew s, A c t in g  M in in g  
C om m issioner t o  L n t i e r - S e c r e t a r y  M in e s, 3 D ecem ber 1927.
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th e  d igge rs ). The d ig g e rs  were rea d ily  a s s i s te d  by  t h e  company 
and th e s e  advances w ere r e p a id  a g a in s t  th e  f in d s  r e c o rd e d .45 
P o r t io n  P o f  t h e  farm  -  known a s  P K opje- w as t h e  r i c h e s t  
d e p o s it o f  a l lu v ia l  a t  L ic h te n b u rg , and  th e  company em ployed 
h u n d re d s  o f  w o rk e rs  t o  e x p lo i t  i t .  A f te r  t h e  p a s sa g e  o f  t h e  
P recious Stones Act, P Kopje was w orked by  w h ite  w o rk e rs  a t  a  
wage o f  7 /6  s h i l l in g s  a  d a y  a s  a  w h ite  la b o u r  p ro je c t ,  and  a 
w o n d erfu l t i n  tow n ("b lik d o rp " ) s p r a n g  up  a t  C a r l i s o n ia ,  t o  
house  th e  fam ilies o f  th e  500 w o rk e rs .46T he tr a d i n g  r i g h t s  f o r  
t h e  e n t i r e  farm  w ere  r e ta in e d  by  D onaldson  a n d  C a r l i s .  By 
F e b ru a ry  1927 th e r e  w as " l i t t l e  b u t  f l a g s  t o  b e  s e e n "  on 
W e lv e rd ie n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s u b d iv i s io n s .  47

The landowners, synd ica tes  and companies th u s  dom inated  th e  
economic sk y lin e  on th e  L ichtenburg d igg ings from th e  in c e p tio n  
o f  digg ing . T here  was a c le a r  d is t in c t io n  be tw een  company la n d  
(on which la y  th e  Reserve claims) and th e  p u b lic  d ig g in g s  upon 
which d ig g e rs  were fre e , upon paym ent o f  a  lic e n c e  fe e ,  t o  peg  
t h e i r  c la im s. As we h av e  se en , t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  s o u g h t  t o  
Bioncpolise th e  r ic h e s t d e p o s its  c*, th e  f ie ld s  th ro u g h  b u y in g  v.p 
th e  p ro p e r tie s  and subdiv id ing  e x tensively . D iggers were in  many 
in s tan c es  forced  to  come to  te rm s  w ith  th e s e  e n t re p r e n e u rs  in  
o rd e r  to  gain  access  t o  th e  more lu c ra tiv e  and p a y a b le  p a r t s  o f  
th e  farms. Indeed, th e  term  'd ig g e r ' was re c o g n ise d  a s  a  b ro ad

45MNW 886, mm525/27, 'Comments', Memorandum, F .J . M athews, 
'R e tu rn s  o f  d iam onds won on W e lv e rd ie n d  249, L ic h te n b u r g  
d i s t r i c t ,  by  p r o s p e c to r s  u n d e r  a g re em e n t w ith  L ic h te n b u r g  
G ravels L td . and  W elverd iend  D iamonds L td ',  and  Memorandum, 
'L ichtenburg G ravels L im ited ', H ef. 85G, no d a te .  See a ls o  The 

S£ar 28 January  1927, 4 A ugust 2927; The Potchefstzoom H erald 30 
M arch  1928.

46MMW 898, mm2270/27, 'P re c io u s  S to n e s  A ct1, Memorandum, 
P .J .  M athew s, I b i d .
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d e s c r ip t iv e  la b e l  g iv o n  t o  t h e  o c cu p a tio n  o f  m aking  a  l iv in g  
from d igg ing  and had l i t t l e  p r e c is e  m eaning. I n  J u n e  1926, f o r  
example, although  6681 d ig g e rs  had  ta k e n  o u t  l ic e n c e s  t o  d ig , 
alm ost fo u r  tim es th a t  number dug w ith o u t l ic e n c e s ,  w ork ing  in  
va rio u s o th e r  c o n tra c tu a l ways w ith licensed  d ig g e rs , o r  f o r  th e  
com panies. M ost o f  t h e s e  d ig g e rs  w orked in  p a r tn e r s h ip  w ith  
th r e e  o r  fo u r  o th e r  d ig g e rs  under t h e  l ic e n c e  o f  an in d iv id u a l  
d igge r. O ther d ig g e rs  who lacked th e  c a p ita l t o  a t t r a c t  p a r tn e r s  
worked on sh a re s  f o r  o th e r  d ig g e rs  who in  e f f e c t  a c te d  a s  t h e i r  
'b ack e rs '. A f u r th e r  1670 d ig g e rs  were employed f o r  wages by th e  
c o m p a n ie s  w o rk in g  t h e  R e s e rv e  a r e a s . 48

Prospecting  was an o th er avenue fo r  employment. D ig g e rs  w ith  
su f fic ie n t resou rces, u sing  th e i r  own c a p ita l and e q u ipm en t, and 
paying t h e i r  own e x p en se s , a g re e d  to  w ork f o r  com panies and 
p r iv a te  owners in  p ro specting  th e  R e se rv e s  b e fo r e  p ro c la m a tio n  
in  r e tu rn  f o r  paying a f ix e d  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e i r  f in d s  t o  t h e  
company o r  owner.49 Some p r o s p e c to r s  p ayed  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  up 
to  25 p e r  c e n t o f  th e i r  t o t a l  f in d s ,  so  c o n f id e n t  w ere  th e y  of 
f i n d in g  d ia m o n d s  on t h e s e  r i c h  d e p o s i t s .

T hus t h e  d ig g e rs  w ere  c le a r ly  d iv id e d  i n t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  
c lasses , th e  d iv iso n s  b e tw een  w hich te n d e d  t o  b l u r  w ith  t h e i r  
changing fo rtu n e s . P ro fe s s io n a l  d ig g e r s  w ith  money te n d e d  to  
w ork  on th e  R e se rv e s  o r  a s  p r o s p e c to r s  on com pany g r o u n d ;  
ind iv idual d ig g e rs  having lim ited c a p ita l worked on t h e i r  own o r  
in  p a rtn e rsh ip  with o th e r  d ig g e rs  o f  a s im ila r  p o s i t io n  on th e  
p u b lic  a re as  o f  th e  farms, o r  b o u g h t c la im s  on p r iv a t e  g ro u n d .

48T h e  S t a r  30 J u l y  1926.

49T hus a t  R u ig te la a g te  t h e r e  w ere  tw o  l i c e n s e d  d i g g e r s  
( th e  tw o farm  ow ners) u n d e r  w hose lic e n c e  w o rk e d  o v e r  800 
p ro sp ec to rs  each paying th e  owner 10 t o  15 p e r  c en t o f  th e  f in d s  
( iM f l .) .
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These d ig g e rs  with l i t t l e  b u t  t h e i r  la b cu r  t o  exchange w orked on 
sh a re s  f o r  o th e r  d igge rs , o r  w ith th e  companies we have examined 
in  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  o r  in  t h e  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  works.-; f o r  w ag e s .

I t  was on th e  p u b lic  d ig g in g s , r a t h e r  th a n  on t h e  R e se rv e  
claim s, th a t  th e  b e g inn ings o f  p o p u la r  r e se n tm e n t am ongst t h e  
p u b lic  a t  th e  s tr a te g ie s  o f  landow ners began to  b e  n o tic e a b le  in  
l a t e  1926. T his resen tm ent was c a re fu lly  couched in  t h e  r h e to r ic  
and im ages o f  t h e  'sm a ll man1, t h e  'b ona  f i d e 1 d i th e r ,  v e r s u s  
th e  unp rincip led  e x erc ise  o f th e  power of money. Vague f e e l in g s  
o f  unease  th a t  th e r e  '••■*• '  ’'e  l i t t l e  g ro u n d  l e f t  f o r  t h e  v a s t
crow ds o f  d igge rs  : d igg ings became more p o in te d  a s
th e  proclam ations r ..j.2 1 0  (W ondergat Hush A llu v ia l
Diggings) on 11 Novombt 2 W itk lip  Ko.149 on 18 Novem ber
1526 proved to  be ve ry  d isappoin ting , in  c o n tra s t t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  
a t  E l& ndspu tte  and T re a su re  T rove  w here  90 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
d ig g e rs  were sa id  to  b e  m azing a  l iv in g  and  5 p e r  c e n t  do in g  
extrem ely well. I t  was p o p u la r ly  f e l t  t h a t  G ra s fo n te in , 'w hich 
was n e x t door* to  B akerville, should have been  p ro cla im e d  p r io r  
t o  th e s e  tw o farm s. Rumours q u ic k ly  c i r c u la te d  t h a t  'a l l  th e  
l . '- s t  c la im s ' on G ra s fc n te in  h a d , th ro u g h  s u b d iv i s io n ,  b e e n  
secu red  b; th e  owners o f  th e  farm, th e  companies and sy n d ic a te s , 
a n d  t h e  t r i b u t e  w o r k e r s .50

T h is  u n c e r ta in ty  g av e  f r e s h  im p e tu s t o  a  g ro u n d  sw e ll o f  
p o p u la r  o p p o s it io n  a t  t h i s  c a p i t a l i s t  i n g e n u i ty ,  w h ic h  w as 
f a n n e d  t o  a  w h ite  h e a t  o f  in d ig n a t io n ,  on t h e  a l r e a d y  
overcrowded p u b l'  •: a re a s  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s . Rum ours c i r c u la te d  
t h a t  c e r ta in  d ig g e rs  w ere go in g  t o  r u s h  G ra s fo n te in  i l l e g a l ly  
and peg c la ims  th e re  to  p rese rv e  'pub lic  r ig h ts ' .  T h is  s e n tim e n t

50T h e  S t a r  31 D ecem ber 1926.



was pub lic ly  applauded a s  th e  community e ru p te d  in to  a  f u r y  of 
p o lit ic a l a c tiv i ty , and accusations and c o u n te r -a c c u s a t io n s  w ere 
flung  back and fo r th  between a new genera tion  o f  popu la r o ra to rs  
and  h a ra s s e d  g overnm en t spokesm en.51 In  t h i s  c o n f la g r a t io n  
many o th e r  is su e s  were p ub lic ly  la u n d ered  -  re s e n tm e n t  f e l t  a t  
th e  m aladm inistration of th e  d igg ings by  t h e  M ines D epartm ent, 
th e  la c k  o f  enthusiasm  shown by th e  N a tiv e  A ff a irs  D epartm en t 
o f f i c i a l s  i n  e n f o r c i n g  p a s s  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  
seg regation  on th e  va rio u s digg ings, th e  t o ta l  inadequacy  o f  t h e  
po lice  p resence  in  proportion  t o  th e  s iz e  o f  t h e  com m unity, and 
th e  w idespread in sa n ita ry  c onditions b rough t about b y  t h e  r a p id  
concentra tion  o f  t h i s  h uge  p o p u la tio n  on a s i t e  o v e r  25 m iles  
from  th e  n e a r e s t  r a i l h e a d .52 th e s e  s o c i a l  p r o b le m s  m eshed  
r a th e r  e x p lo s iv e ly  w ith  p o p u la r  f e a r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  t h e  
in e v ita b le  exhaustion o f  th e  g ra v e l on th e  p u b lic  d ig g in g s , and 
th e  consequent h a rd sh ip s  t h a t  w ould r e s u l t .  I n  Novem ber 1926 
so re  o b se rv e rs  s ta te d  th a t  Bakers would be worked o u t w ithin th e  
m onth, and t h a t  t h e  d i g g e r s  w ou ld  so o n  h a v e  t o  f i n d  new 
p r o p o s i t i o n s .53

D esp ite  t h e  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p l o t h o l d e r s  t h a t  t h e  
eubdivi/dons were to  th e  b e n e f it  o f th e  com m unity, . in  t h a t  th e y  
a llow ed  th e  g ro u n d  t o  b e  th o ro u g h ly  p r o sp e c te d , and  t h a t  'a  
b e t te r  regu la ted  d igg ings ' would b e  c re ate d  by th e  s c a t t e r in g  o f  
t h e  p o p u la t i o n ,  'g r a v e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n '  w as f e l t  a t  t h e  
p rocedures adopted by  th e  ow ners o f th e  farms, 'f o r  t h e  d ig g in g  
com m unity a p p a r e n t l y  s e e  in  w h a t h a s  t r a n s p i r e d  s im i l a r  
p rocedures being  followed on o th e r  farms, and th e  d i s t r i c t  w hich 
i s  sa id  t o  h a v e  many y e a r s  o f  a l lu v ia l  l i f e  (w ill) t h e re b y  b e
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c lo s e d  t o  th e m '.54

W ith r a n k s  r a p id ly  c lo s in g  and b a t t l e  l i n e s  b e in g  d raw n  
betw een th e  'moneyed elem ents' h o ld ing  th e  t i t l e s  t o  t h e  farm s, 
and th e  h a s tily  congregated and cosm opo litan  com m unity th ro w n  
to g e th e r  in  th e  co rrugated  t in  and sacking towns, t h e  governm ent 
began to  edge i t s e l f ,  r a th e r  r e lu c ta n t ly ,  in to  t h e  p o s i t io n  o f  
meMator in  th e  th rea te n in g  c o n flic t. T h is  was t o  p ro v e  a  r a th e r  
th a n k les s  ta sk , and to  sandwich i t  between th e  p r iv a te  r i g h t s  of 
t h e  ow ners  and  th e  p u b lic  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ity .55 T he 
diggers regarded  E landsputte  and Bakers a s  merely th e  beginnings 
o f  a s e r i e s  o f  farm s which w ould g iv e  th e m  m any y e a r s  o f  
employment. B ut t h e  w ork ing  o u t o f  B akers  was t h e  im m ediate 
problem and a huge population depended on th e  p ro c la m a tio n  of 
G ra s fo n te in . P o l i t ic a l  d iv is io n s  w ith in  t h e  c o m m u n ity  w ere  
p r iz e d  op en  in  t h e  m o n th s  d u r in g  w h ic h  G r a s f o n te i n  w as 
subdivided and prospected , and th e s e  w ere  b ro a d ly  ta k e n  up  in  
T h e  D iggers Union o f  S outh  A fr ic a ' (DU) -  a  d ig g e r  movement 
having no f ixed  o rgan isa tiona l s t ru c tu re  and which depended upon 
th e  rough and tumble o f open a i r  d iscussions and p u b l ic  p r o t e s t  
m e e tin g s  f o r  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n g .56

A fte r  in i t ia l ly  recognising  th e  le g a l i t y  o f  t h e  s u b d iv is io n s  
o f  th e  farms, th e  government h a s tily  c a p itu la te d  t o  t h e  dem ands 
o f  t h e  d ig g in g s  community and  p u b lic ly  r e c a n te d , d e c l a r i n g  
s u b d iv i s io n s  t o  b e  'a g a i n s t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  l a w '.57 
L egislation  was rap id ly  drawn up by governm ent f o r  in c lu s io n  in
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t h e  amended Precious Stones Bill, which h a d  r e g u la r ly  a p p ea re d  
on t h e  p a rlia m e n ta ry  agenda  f o r  some y e a r s ,  a n d  w h ic h  w as 
re in troduced  in  la te  1926. T h is  new B ill received  a  v e ry  unhappy  
recep tion  in  th e  Assembly, and an even more d isappoin ting  one in  
th e  Senate, and i t  was t o  ta k e  a t  l e a s t  tw o  f u l l  p a r lia m e n ta ry  
sessions before  being  forced in to  law th rough  a J o in t  S i t t i n g  o f  
th e  House and Senate in  November 1927. O pposition t o  th e  B i l l  in  
th e  House came prim arily  from th e  South A frican P a r ty . However, 
im p o r t a n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  P a r ty  e x p r e s s e d  
d issa tis fa c tio n  a t  th e  B ill b e ca u se  o f  i t s  a t ta c k  on th e  r i g h t s  
o f  p r o p e r ty  o w n e r s .58 T h e  d e la y e d  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  B i l l  
th ro u g h o u t 1927 allow ed th e  fo m en ta tio n  o f  p o p u la r  a n g e r  to  
con tinue  unabated  on th e  L ic h te n b u rg  f i e l d s  d e s p i te  t h e  b e s t  
a t te m p ts  o f  th e  P a c t  t o  q u e l l  t h i s  p o p u la r  i n d i g n a t i o n .59

The digging y e a r  o f  1927 opened  w ith  t h e  p ro c la m a tio n  o f  a  
f u r t h e r  tw o p o r t io n s  o f  R u ig te la a g te  on 12 J a n u a r y ,  w h ich  
allowed th e  d ig g e rs  ano ther good look a t  th e  manner in  which th e  
owners were rap id ly  denuding th e  farms o f  d iam ondferous g r a v e l  
and m onopolising  th e  good c la im s .60 T h is  know ledge, and  th e  
rum ours  o f  r i c h  r e t u r n s  fro m  t h e  w ork  o f  c o m p a n ie s  .  nd 
s y n d ic a te s  on th e  R ese rv e  c la im s  on G ra s fo n te in , fan n e d  th e  
heightened apprehension which surrounded th e  coming proclam ation 
of th e  farm on 25 February. Many d ig g e rs  w ere d isappo in ted  t h a t  
on ly  p o r t io n s  A to  H, th a t  i s  e ig h t  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  o r i g i n a l  
su b d iv is io n s, am ounting to  one  't h i r d  o f  t h e  farm , w ere  t o  b e  
proclaimed. One week before  t h e  r u s h  rum ours c i r c u la te d  't h a t ,  
i f  th e  d ig g e rs  cannot, secu re  any claims on th e  day  o f  t h e  ru sh  
they  w ill ta k e  possession o f  th o se  rese rved  by  t h e  o w n ers ', and
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t h e  government was u rged  by  some o f  i t s  s u p p o r te rs  t o  p o s tp o n e  
th e  proclam ation. A conspiracy by d isa ffe c te d  d ig g e rs  t o  s t a r t  a 
f a l s e  r u s h  and th e r e f o r e  t o  a b o r t  t h e  p ro c la m a tio n  was a ls o  
u n e a r th e d  a few  w ee k s p r i o r  t o  t h e  r u s h . 61

D esp ite  t h e s e  rum ours th e  p ro c la m a tio n  w en t ah ea d , on 25 
February, only f o r  th e  r u s h  to  b e  t u r n e d  in to  a  f ia s c o  a s  t h e  
huge crowd o f  o v e r 25 000 d ig g e rs  le a p t fo rw ard  moments b e fo r e  
th e  em barrassed Mining Commissioner, C.M. Jack , could lo w e r  th e  
f lag .62 In te n s e  co n fu s io n  follow ed and th e  r u s h  was d e c la re d  
to  b e  inva lid  and th o se  fo rtu n a te  d ig g e rs  who had pegged  c laim s 
Were in s tru c ted  to  s tr ik e  th e i r  pegs and to  g a th e r  a g a in  a t  th e  
same sp o t on 2 March. T his tim e th e re  was no m istake a s  th e  huge 
crowd reassem bled, with a  number of l a s t  m inute a d d itio n s  t o  th e  
digg ing  ran k s a s  th e  L ichtenburg D iggers Committee, f e a r in g  f o r  
i t s  sa fe ty , issued  thousands o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s  ( i l le g a l ly )  t o  l a t e  
a p p lic a n ts  who, on ly  d a y s  b e fo re , had  be en  u n a b le  t o  s e c u re  
them.63 At 11:45 th e  f la g  was low ered , and  t o  t h e  d e l ig h t  o f 
thousands of sp e cta to rs , th e  23 ooo runners, s t r u n g  o u t  a lo n g  a 
l in e  o f  3000 y a rd s , sw ep t o f f  in to  t h e  d is t a n c e  t o  p e g  t h e i r  
c laim s in  and round th e  a lre ad y  w a ll w orked R e se rv e  a r e a s  o f 
th e  farm. I t  was a s ig h t which th o se  p re se n t would ne v er fo rg e t :

There  was one g re a t ro a r  from th e  thousands o f  t h r o a t s ,  
and th e n  th e  p a t te r  o f  many f e e t .  Many o f  t h e  r u n n e r s  
w ore w h ite  s h i r t s ,  and in  t h e i r  fo rw a rd  sw ee p  th e y  
appeared l i k e  a trem endous wave r o l l in g  to w a rd s  t h e  
d ig g in g s . On t h e  f a r  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  t h e  l i n e  t h e  
ru n n ers  seemed spread  out, and from th e  d is tan c e  looked 
l i k e  a g i a n t  swarm o f  lo c u s ts .  In  a  few  m in u te s  i t  
seemed a s  i f  th e  whole ve ld  was te em in g  w ith  d ig g e rs .
They kep t to g e th e r  in  a dense mass f o r  t h e  f i r s t  m ile,
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and th e n  th e  t r a in e d  men r a n  ah ea d . E x c i t in g  b a t t l e s  
f o r  claim s took p lace  betw een th e  le ad e rs , many o f  whom 
p la n ted  th e i r  pegs, and th e n  r o l le d  o v e r  e x h a u s te d  on 
t h e  g r o u n d . . . .64

Amongst t h i s  la rg e  crowd th e re  was bound  t o  b e  d isa p p o in tm e n t 
e s p e c ia l ly  am ongst t h e  many a m ate u r  d ig g e r s  who h d  b e e n  
a ttr a c te d  t o  Lichtenburg by rumours of t h e  sp e c ta c u la r  r ic h n e s s  
o f  G ra sfo n te in . Many o f  t h e s e  w ere  u n a b le  t o  peg  c la im s  f o r  
them selves because p ro fe s s io n a l  r u n n e r s  w ere  em ployed t o  peg 
claim s fo r  r ic h  d ig g e rs  and sy n d ic a te s . One d is g r u n tle d  d ig g e r  
i ed t h i s  f e e lin g  v e r y  s u c c i n c t l y :  'T h e  r u s h  m ade goo d  
re a d in g , b u t  th e  r e a l  d ig g e r  was n e v e r  ev en  in  t h e  r a c e . '65

Following th e  proclamation, t h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  diam onds from  
G rasfontein in c reased dram atically: from a February f ig u r e  o f  65 
160 c a ra ts  worth C190 181, p roduction  r o s e  s h a rp ly  in  M arch to  
107 524 c a ra ts  worth £321 028, and peaked in  A p ri l w ith  175 524 
c a ra ts  worth £397 416, o r  76 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p ro d u c tio n  
form th e  L ic h te n b u rg  d i s t r i c t  f o r  t h a t  m onth.66 D esp ite  t h i s  
p roduction, many d ig g e rs  lo s t  heav ily  a t  G ra sfo n te in . They w ere  
t h e  sm a ll men, som e u n a b le  t o  p e g  c la im s ,  o t h e r s  h a v in g  
in su f f ic ie n t c a p i ta l  o r  m ach ine ry  t o  c a p i ta l i s e  on t h e i r  deep  
claim s. They re tu rned  to  th e  shallow ground found on B a k ers  and 
E landsputte , decla ring  th e m se lv es t o  b e  t h e  v ic t im s  o f  t h e  t h e  
' f a t  p u r s e s ' -  th e  p lo th ld e r s  and  th e  r i c h  d a g g e r s .67 T h is  
d i s p a r i ty  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  h e ig h te n e d  d i v i s i o n s  w i th in  t h e  
community d e sp ite  th e  enormous q u a n titie s  o f diam onds p ro d u ce d  
a t  G rasfontein, and th e  farm was described  r a t h e r  p a ra d o x ic a lly

° 4I b i d .

6ST he S t a r  15 M arch  1527.

a S t a r  12 M arch  1927.

, 7 J u ly  1927.



i

a s  'a  d e b to r  t o  t h e  com m unity t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  p o u n d s '.60

Follow ing  th e  G ra sfo n te in  p ro c la m a tio n  in  M arch 1927 th e  
Union gcTvemsent was p reva iled  upon by  th e  la rg e  diamond m ining 
c a p i t a l i s t s  o f  t h e  U n ion , a n d  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  D iam ond 
Syndicate, t o  follow a  s t r i c t e r  po licy  in  p ro c la im in g  new farm s. 
T h is  p o lic y  w as n e c e s sa ry  t o  b r in g  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  w o r ld 's  
diam ond m a rk e t w hich was th ro w n  in to  d i s a r r a y  by  t h e  la r g e  
L ic h te n b u rg  o u tp u t .69 T he p ro c la m a tio n  o f  G r a s f o n te in  h a d  
a lso  ta u g h t  th e  governm ent and  th e  small, d ig g e r  an im p o r ta n t 
le sse n  abou t t h e  le n g th s  t o  w hich p r iv a t e  ow ners  w ould go to  
p ro te c t  and t o  maximise t h e i r  in v e s tm e n ts  in  t h e i r  L ic h te n b u rg  
p r o p e r t i e s .  T h e  g o v e rn m e n t  d e c l a r e d  a 'g o  s lo w ' on th e  
p ro c la m a tio n  o f  new farm s, and  th e  M in is te r  o f  M in e s , F.W. 
B e y ers , p rom ised  th e  d i g g e r s  a t  a  p u b l i c  m e e tin g  h e ld  a t  
BaJcerville in  Ju n e  1927 th a t  h e  would n o t  p ro c la im  m ore g ro u n d  
u n t i l  th e  Precious Stones B ill became law. He hoped to  p r e v e n t  a 
r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  G ra s fo n te in  'f i a s c o ',  b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
po licy  was a decla ra tion  o f  good fa ith  by  th e  g overnm en t t o  t h e  
d igg ing  community and th e  'sm all man'. One u n fo rtu n a te  r e s u l t  o f  
t h i s  decla ra tion  was t o  p u t a  premium cm th a t  g ro u n d  w hich h a d  
a lre ad y  been proclaimed, o r  th a t  ground a lre ad y  u n d e r  p r o sp e c t,  
f o r  th e  digg ing  p e cu la tio n  h a d  now to  look  t o  su c h  g ro u n d  a s  
th e y  had  f o r  t h e i r  livelihood, r a th e r  th a n  to w a rd  th e  be ck o n in g  
v i s t a s  o f  t h e  u n p r o c la im e d  f a r m s .70 \

T hese  farms were even more in v it in g  a f te r  Ju n e  1927, when th e  
S e n a te  s e n t  t h e  P re c io u s  S to n e s  B i l l  b a c k  t o  t h e  H o u se  o f
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Assembly f o r  amendment. The d ig g e rs  w ere  in  f o r  a  lo n g  w a it 
be fo re  th e  measure became law  in  Novem ber o f  t h a t  y e a r .71 In  
t h i s  c o n te x t ,  a t te n t io n  s h i f te d  in  t h e  m onths f o l lo w in g  t h e  
G raafon te in  r u s h  in  e a r ly  M arch 1927, t o  V ie lverd iend  No.240, 
which had been so ld  to  Den a id  son and C arlis  in  O ctober 1926. T he 
e x p lo i ta t io n  of W elverd iend  by  th e  'm o n ey e d  e le m e n t ' w e n t 
f u r t h e r  th a n  on any  o th e r  farm  in  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t o  c r e a t e  a 
v e rita b le  ju n g le  o f  in te r lo c k in g  in v e s tm e n ts  a n d  sp e c u la t io n s  
w hich w ere  t h e  d e s p a i r  o f  t h e  M ines D e p a rtm e n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  
o v e rw o rk e d  m i n i s t e r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  F.W. B e y e rs .

But a s  summer tu rn ed  to  w in te r and  P a r lia m e n t h a g g led  o v e r  
th e  Act, th e  la rg e  community f e l t  th e  i l l  e f f e c ts  o f  t h e  b a rg a in  
they had made w ith Beyers and th e i r  confidence in  th e  Government 
crashed  to  a  new low a s  th e  sho rtage  o f  new g rcund  became acu te . 
Clashes between th e  'sm all men1, t h e  b ona  f i d e  d ig g e r ,  and th e  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  p ro p e r ty  su c h  a s  C a p ta in  F . D ix o n , t h e  
fo rem an f o r  W elverdiend Diamonds on P  k o p je ,  be ca m e  m ore  
fre q u en t and The sp e ctre  o f  s ta r v a t io n  b egan  t o  h a u n t  th e  t i n  
and  s a c k in g  c i t y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  
d iscoverie s  a t  E la n d sp u tte  in  e a r ly  1926. And b e c a u se  p r iv a t e  
landow ners had monopolises th e  bulk o f  th e  diam ondiferous g rave l 
th e r e  was p rec ious l i t t l e  ground l e f t  f o r  th e  generv .l p u b lic .  To 
p rev e n t w holesale s ta rv a tio n  on th e  p u b l ic  a r e a s  o f  t h e  farm s, 
and to  re le ase  some o f  th e  p e n t .up f ru s t ra t io n  o f  th o s e  d ig g e r s  
stranded  w ithout claim s th e re , th e  M ines D epartm en t d e c id e d  to  
p roclaim  th e  remaining p o r t io n s  o f  W elverd iend  -  " D e sp e ra tio n  
R u sh ” -  i n  A u g u s t  1927 . T h is  w as t o  n o  a v a i l ,  f o r  t h e  
p ro c la m a tio n  m e re ly  h ig h l i g h t e d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ic h  t h e  
landow ners had subdivided th e  farm, and w orked o u t - W r  sm all 
p o r t io n s  o f  th e  farm  th r o u g h  p r o s p e c t i n g  on t  ; a  w ith

71S e e  c a p t e r  2 a b o v e .



'u n s c r u p u lo u s  d i g g e r s ' . 72 

C o n c lu s io n

T bs d iv e r s i ty  o f  econom ic and  c la s s  i n t e r e s t s  w hich t h i s  
c h a p te r  has h igh ligh ted  p rov ides th e  b ackd rop  t o  t h e  th e m es  o f  
p o l i t ic a l  m obilisation and rec ru i tm en t , w hich form  th e  fo c u s  o f  
t h i s  d is s e r ta t io n .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  tu rm o il o c c a s io n e d  by 
p ro je c tio n  from th e  d ig g in g s , t h e  P a c t was p r e v a i le d  upon  to  
reform  th e  e x is t in g  l e g is la t io n  d e a lin g  w ith  a l lu v ia l  diamond 
d ig g in g . B ut t h i s  'r e fo rm ' was n o t  w ith o u t i t s  d e t r a c t o r s .  I t  
was embodied in  th e  P recious Stones A ct (Act 44 o f  1927) w hich 
came in to  e ffe c t on 1 January  1927. The Act a t ta c k e d  th e  r i g h t s  
o f  th e  landowners o f th e  a llu v ia l farms and perm anently resh a p ed  
th e  c h a rac te r o f  a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g . D. Sim pson o f  th e  T re a su re  
T rove Company described  i t  a s  t h e  most r ev o lu tio n a ry  a t t a c k  on 
p r iv a t e  i n t e r e s t s  e v e r  a t te m p te d  in  a n y  c o u n t r y  o u t s i d e  
R ussia '.73 The lo c a l  a l lu v ia l  com panies w ere  le g is la te d  o u t  o f  
th e  sphe re  of production, which was to  b e  rese rved  f o r  th e  sm a ll 
man -  a bona fid e  d ig g e r who was l im ite d  t o  th e  la b o u r  o f  te n  
w orkers on cia<mg up to  tw enty fe e t. The c a p ita l is t  e n t re p r e n e u r  
w as tu rn e d  in to  a  la n d e d  p r o p r i e to r  o f  t h e  ground  th e y  h a d  
purchased  and t h e i r  R e se rv e  c la im s, w hich th e y  had  a c q u ire d  
th rough  manipulation o f  th e i r  p r iv a t e  r i g h t s ,  w ere c o n f is c a te d  
and re d is trib u ted  to  th e  pub lic , such a s  was t h e  c a se  f o r  th o s e  
tdai.mrf on W elvefd iend  on 9 A u g u st 1928.74 Y et a s  we exam ine 
l a t e r  in  t h i s  d i s s e r ta t io n ,  t h e  A ct em bodied o th e r  p r in c ip le s  
w hich  s e rv e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  h in d e r  t h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e
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73T he S t a r  7 A p r i l  1927.

74The S ta r  9 A ugust 1928, 11 A u g u st 1928, 1 S e p te m b e r  
1 928 , 3 S e p te m b e r  1928.



in d e p e n d e n t a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  t o  t i e  i t  m ore  
c lo se ly  to  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  monopoly diamond mining m agnates 
who dom ina ted  th e  Diamond S y n d ic a te  and  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d iam ond m a rk e t. I ro n i c a l ly ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m onopo ly  w e re  
c a te re d  f o r  b y  th e  P a c t, an a l l ia n c e  o f  p a r t i e s  p u r p o r t e d ly  
d e d ic a t e d  t o  s e r v i n g  t h e  s m a ll  man.

F o r  t h e  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  h o w e v e r, t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
landed  p r o p r ie to r ,  w h ils t  n o t  id e a l ,  was n o t  e n t i r e ly  w ith o u t 
p r o f i t .  These e n tre p r e n e u rs  f lo a te d  new d iam ond com panies t o  
w ork th e  farm s u n d e r  t h e  new d i s p e n s a t io n .  O ne o f  t h e s e  
companies was th e  Lichtenbuzy Diamond E s ta te s  Limited, h a v in g  a 
nom inal c a p ita l of f50  000, on whose board  were rep resen ted  many 
a llu v ia l prom oters who had been associated  w ith some o f  th e  more 
in n o v a tiv e  L ic h te n b u rg  s p e c u la t io n s .  A ll  t h e  f a r m s  in  t h e  
L kh tenbu rg  d i s t r ic t  which w ere proclaimed between December 1927 
a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  1930 w ere  ow ned  b y  c o m p a n ie s .75

The experience  of th e  d ig g e rs  was a  le s s o n  in  t h e  pow er o f 
money. P riv a te  p roperty , as always, was t h e  f o n t  o f  w ea lth , and 
th e  position  was no d if fe re n t on th e  d ig g in g s . L ik e  t h e i r  p o o r  
w h ite  br ethre n  elsew here in  th e  Union, th o se  d ig g e rs  who la c k e d  
f i n a n c ia l  backbone w ere  s im ply  u n a b le  t o  m u sc le  i n  on  t h e  
c a p i ta l is t  action  d u r in g  th e  e ig h te e n  m onths o f  d ig g in g  w hich 
p receded  th e  p a s sa g e  o f  t h e  P re c io u s  s to n e s  A ct in  Novem ber 
1927. 7* T hey to o k  t h e i r  c h an c es  on th e  p u b lic  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
farm s in  an e lu sive  gam ble f o r  w ea lth  b u t  t h e  la n d o w n ers  had  
a lre ad y  plucked th e  eyes of th e  dep o sits  and th e  com panies and

7SH e n d r ik s d a l  H o.219, W its tin k h o u tb o o m  N o.74, a n d  
L aR eysS tryd  w ere  ow ned  b y  A&E, E l i z a b e th  N o.215 b y  t h e  
T ich tenberg  Diamond E s ta te s  L im ited  and V la k p la a ts  No.100 by  
T r e a s u r e  T ro v e .
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THE 'BIG INTERESTS' AND THE 'SHALL SPRATS': MONOPOLY CAPITAL AND 
LOCAL DIGGER POLITICS ON THE LICHTENBURG FIELDS.

. . .w h e r e v e r  t h e  s t a t e  ' i n t e r v e n e s ' ,  t h e r e  a l s o ,  i n  an 
exceptionally  s tro n g  p o s i t io n  com pared w ith  o th e r  g ro u p s , 
w ill  businessm en toe found t o  in fluence  and even to  d e term ine  
th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  i n t e r v e n t i o n -

T his B ill i s  90 p e rc en t to  t h e  b ig  i n t e r e s t s ,  10 p e rc e n t  t o  
t h e  t a x p a y e r s  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  t o  h . . .  w i th  t h e  s m a ll  
s p r a t s . . . . 2

Ttuwgh much h a s  been sa id  abou t t h e  N am aqualand d ig g in g s , 
y e t no-one has been so  courageous a s  G eneral Smuts t o  a s se r t 
th a t  th e  G overnm ent i s  w ork ing  "hand  in  hand"  w ith  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t s . . . . 3

I n t r o d u c t i o n

I n  December 1926 two i t i n e r a n t  in d iv id u a ls ,  A.H. I r e to n  and 
W.P. Thom, w ere  a p p roached  in  J o h a n n e s b u r g  b y  S i r  E r n e s t  
Oppenheimer and Solly  JoeL T hese tw o  p r in c i p a l  f ig u r e s  o f  t h e  
w orld 's diamond in d u s try  wanted some a s s i s ta n c e  in  'f i x i n g ' th e  
p r o v is io n s  o f  t h e  new p r e c io u s  S to n e s  B i l l ,  w h ic h  w as  t o  
conso lida te  and reform  th e  in a d eq u a te  a l l u v i a l  diam ond d ig g in g  
le g is la tio n  in  th e  U nion. T h is  b i l l ,  w hich becam e th e  P re c io u s  
S to n e s  A ct (Act 44 o f  1927), was in tro d u c e d  to  t h e  H ouse o f  
A jsembly in  January  1927 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  L id itenbu rg  a l lu v ia l

^ M ill ib a n d , R., T h e  S t a t e  in  C a p i t a l i s t  S o c ie ty :  An

2MNW 886, mm525/27, 'C om m en ts on t h e  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  
B ill',  C.B.F. B ra s lin  t o  F.W. B e y ers , M in is te r  o f  M ines, 4 Ju n e

3T h e  s t a r  16 A u g u s t  1928.



discoverie s . The c a ree rs  o f  t h e s e  tw o o p p o r tu n is ts ,  I r e to n  and 
Thom, i l l u s t r a t e  th e  com plex and  i n t r i c a t e  in te r p la y  o f  lo c a l  
and na tio n al economic in t e r e s t s  on th e  d ig g in g s  betw een  Ju n e  
1926 a n d  D ecem ber 1927. I t  i s  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h i s  c o m p e ti t io n  
between th e  monopoly in te r e s ts  of th e  diamond m ining m agnates, 
Oppenhsimer and Joel, and th e  lo c a l  s e c t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
L iehtenburg a llu v ia l specula tors, shaped th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  d ig g e r  
p o l i t i c a l  m ovem ents in  t h i s  p e r io d .

Oppenhaimer and Jo e l w ant'd  th e  production  o f  d iam onds from  
th e  L idntenburg f ie ld s  c u t by l- 00 000 w ithin a year, and a g re e d  
to  pay th e  pa rtn e rsh ip  o f  I re to n  a n d  Thom £10 000 t o  e n g in e e r  
th i s ,  i r e t o n  and  Thom e n te r e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a re n t.  o f  t h e  
Liehtenburg digg ings a s  rep re se n ta tiv e s  o f  t h e  ’sm a ll man’, b u t  
t h e i r  b a ck in g  had  o r ig in a t e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  l a r g e  
in te r n a t io n a l  diamond c o m p a n ie s . T h e i r  i d e a s  f o u n d  g r e a t  
re so n a n c e  w ith in  t h e  L ie h ten b u rg  d ig g in g s  community, w h ich  
co n sis te d  overw helm ingly  o f  sm a ll p ro d u c e rs  who, a s  we h a v e  
s e e n , w ere lo ck ed  in  a s t r u g g le  w ith  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  f o r  
acc ess  t o  th e  a l lu v ia l  g r a v e l  on th e  farm s. I r e to n  and  Thom's 
t a rg e ts  were th e se  lo c al c a p ita lis ts  who owned th e  companies and 
synd icates on th e  L iehtenburg fa rm s , r a th e r  th a n  th e  monopoly 
diam ond c a p i t a l i s t s .  I r e to n  and  Thom p ro c e e d e d  t o  c a s t  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  a  b a d  L ig h t ,  a n d  
th rough  th e  m obilisation o f  popular p ressu re  fo rc e d  th e  P a c t t o  
s h u t down th e  o p e ra tio n s  o f  th e  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  by  m eans of 
th e  P recious Stones Act. As a  r e s u l t  t h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  a l lu v ia l  
diamonds from th e  R ese rv e  c la im s (w here  t h e  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  
had cornered  th e  r ic h e s t  pockets o f  d ia m o n d ife ro u s g rav e l)  was 
severely  c u rta ile d  and th u s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  O ppenheim er and 
J o e l ,  a s  w ell a s  t h e  o t h e r  d ia m o n d  m in in g  m a g n a te s  w ere  
s e r v e d .4
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Ire to n  and Thom believed  t h a t  t h e i r  'd e a l ' w ith  t h e  diamond 
m agnates , who c o n tro l le d  t h e  w o rld 's  diamond m ines a n d  t h e  
in te rn a tio n a l s e llin g  o r g a n is a t io n s ,  w ould s e rv e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  th e  small p roducers -  th e  d igge rs . The d ig g e rs ,  in  t h e i r  own 
v iew , w ere  d e p riv e d  o f  t h e i r  p u b lic  r i g h t s  on t h e  d iam ond  
b earing  farm s by lo c al c a p i ta l is ts  (landowners and e n tre p r e n e u rs  
alike) who monopolised th e  r ic h  g rav e ls  in  th e  R e se rv e  a re a s ,  in  
w hat they  perceived  a s  an u n h o ly  a l l ia n c e  w ith  'r i c h ' d ig g e rs ,  
p ro spec to rs  and sp e cu la to rs . The la r g e  diam ond in t e r e s t s  w ere 
con ce rn e d  o n ly  w ith  s t a b i l i s in g  th e  in te r n a t i o n a l  p r i c e s  o f  
rough diamonds th rea te n ed  by  o v e rp ro d u c tio n . T h is , i r e t o n  and 
Thom b e lie v e d , cou ld  b e  a ch ie v ed  by th e  e l im in a tio n  o f  lo c a l  
c a p i t a l i s t  co m p etitio n  on t h e  L ic h ten b u rg  d ig g in g s ,  a n d  by  
pro m o tin g  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  sm a ll man. I n  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
'sm all m an's U top ia ’ t h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  d iam onds from  a l lu v ia l  
d e p o s i t s  w ould  b e  c u r t a i l e d  by  e l im in a t in g  ' i r r a t i o n a l '  
c a p i ta l is t  p ro d u c tio n , w hich w ould b e n e f i t  t h e  sm a ll d ig g e rs .  
The a lliance  between th e  sm all d ig g e rs  and th e  diamond m agnates 
would b e  guaran teed  by  th e  P re c io u s  S to n e s  A ct w hich, i t  was 
hoped, would make provision  fo r  a s t r i c t  w h ite  la b o u r  p o lic y  on 
a l l  a llu v ia l d iggings, allow ing  o n ly  t h e  sm a ll man w ith  lim ite d  
c a p i t a l  t o  d ig  th e r e .  T h is  ideo lo g y , p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  s m a ll  
d ig g e rs ,  adv o ca ted  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  o n e -m a n  o n e -c la im , no 
'k a f f i r '  la b o u r, and no  'm oneyed  i n t e r e s t s '  on a n  a l l u v i a l  
digg ing . Thus Thom claimed in  la te  1920 t h a t  h i s  m otive  f o r  h i s  
a l l ia n c e  w ith  th e  diamond m agnates  was p u re : 'S o f a r  a s  t h e  
d ig g e r  i s  concerned we have  p la y ed  h o n e s t ly  w ith  h im ... f o r  i f  
every th ing  i s  ta k en  in to  a cc o u n t, t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs

mm2513/28, 'Parliam entary: M otion by Mr H ay', c u t t in g  from  The 
N atal W itness no da te; Ons V aderland  5 Ju n e  1929; T he S t a r  16 
A u g u s t  1928, 14 A u g u s t 1928.



r, t h o s e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  d ia m o n d  i n t e r e s t s . '5

The q u ite  u n p rec ed e n ted  p ro d u c tio n  o f  diam onds from  t h e  
L ichtenburg d igg ings was th e  rccfc o f  t h i s  a l l ia n c e  be tw een  th e  
sm a ll d ig g e rs  and th e  diamond m a g n a te s . B e tw ee n  J u n e  a n d  
December 1926 over 551 805 c a ra ts  was won. In  t h e  fo llo w in g  s ix  
m onths a f u r th e r  754 127 c a r a t s  was p ro d u ce d , an in c re a s e  o f 
o v e r  300 p e r  cen t in  weight over th e  preduction  o f  1925 and 100 
p e r  c e n t  in  v a lu e  (se e  A ppendix One). By 1927 t h i s  a l l u v i a l  
production accounted f o r  approxim ately h a lf  o f  th e  t o t a l  diam ond 
production  o f  th e  Union, w hereas in  t h e  p re c e d in g  te n  y e a r s  i t  
had averaged a t  about 25 p e r  c e n t o f  t h i s  t o t a l .  T h is  enorm ous 
p ro d u c tio n  w as o f fe re d  on t h e  open m a rk e t t o  lo c a l  d iam ond  
bu y ers  with no th o u g h t  p a id  t o  p r ic e s  o r  t h e  c a p a c i ty  o f  th e  
m arket t o  a b so rb  th e  volum e. T he diam ond m agnates, who made 
p r o f i ts  by th e  s t r i c t  regu la tion  o f  p ro d u c tio n  to  t h e  volum e o f  
world diamond s a le s ,  w ere  u n a b le  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h i s  p ro d u c tio n  
because th e re  was no c o n tro l ove r a llu v ia l p roduction , and  th e s e  
a lluvial, diamonds were so ld  on th e  open m arket t o  lo c a l  diamond 
b u y e rs  and in te r n a t io n a l  diamond c u t t in g  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  in  
co m p etitio n  w ith  th e  Diamond s y n d ic a t e  b u y e r s .  W ith  o t h e r  
im p o rta n t c a p i t a l i s t  i n t e r e s t s  in v o lv e d  in  a l l u v i a l  d ia m o n d  
digging, th e  diamond magnates were th e r e f o r e  fo rc e d  t o  c o u n te r  
th e i r  in f lu e n c e  a t  a  lo c a l le v e l ,  r a th e r  th a n  a t  th e  e le v a te d  
he ig h ts  of in te rn a tio n a l finance . The lo c a l  d iam ond b u y e rs  who 
ope ra ted  independently  o f  th e  l a r g i  'K im berley 's h ip p e r s ' (who 
bought fo r th e  Diamond Syndicate) c -1 ^  nded, f o r  exam ple , t h a t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  d ig g e r s  wsas b e s t  s e r v e d  by  an  
ever-expanding p ro d u c tio n  o f  d iam onds, and t h a t  s c a r e s  a b o u t 
overproduction were sim ply th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  m a ch in a tio n s  o f  
th e  Diamond Synd ica te , w hich w anted  t h  • in d e p e n d e n t a l lu v ia l  
in d u s try  to  be c losed down. To defend t h e i r  . in te r e s t s  t h e  lo c a l

i 23 N ovem ber 1926.
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diamond bu y ers  attem pted t o  cement an a lliance  w ith  th e  d ig g in g  
com m unity, f o r  e x am p le , by  f u n d in g  d i g g e r s '  d e p u ta t i o n s  
p rese n tin g  p e titio n s  t o  t h e  governm en t. L c j a l  la n d o w n ers , and 
company o r  s y n d ic a te  p ro m o te rs , a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  f a i r l y  
homogeneous in te r e s t  g roup in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  d iam onds from  
th e s e  d ig g in g s  w here  t h e  v is io n  o f  a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g  d i f f e r e d  
f ro m  t h a t  o f  t h e  d iam ond  m a g n a te s .

This c h ap te r  shows how th e  diamond m agnates de fen d ed  t h e i r  
p a r t ic u la r  c la s s  in te r e s ts  by an a lliance  w ith th e  sm a ll d ig g e rs  
and how th e se  c la ss  in te r e s ts  in te rsec ted  fo r  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r i c a l  
m om ent, w ith  t h o s e  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  a n d  
m arginalised small men on th e  p u b lic  a re a s  o f  th e  farm s. T h is  
a l l ia n c e  r e s u l te d  in  th e  c o n f is c a tio n  and  e lim in a tio n  o f  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  t o  p ro d u ce  d iam onds d i r e c t l y  
from  t h e i r  p r o p e r ty  by  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e s e  r i g h t s  in  th e  
P r e t im s  s to n e s  k c t. T his tem porary  c la ss  a lliance  had  im p o rta n t 
p o l i t i c a l  r e p e rc u s s io n s  f o r  th e  P a c t g o v e rn m e n t, w h ich  w as 
fo rc ed  in to  an  uncom fortable p u b lic  a l l ia n c e  w ith  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  m onopoly  c a p i t a l ,  w h ich  p r o v e d  to  b e  p o l i t i c a l l y  
e m b a r r a s s i n g .6

The r h te n b u rg  d is c o v e r ie s  w ere  q u ic k ly  b ro u g h t  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i v  o f  O p p en h c im c r  a n d  J o e l  in  m id -1 9 2 6 , f o r  t h e  
production  o f  a l lu v ia l  d iam onds com peted  d i r e c t l y  w ith  th o s e  
produced by th e  Conference P ro d u c e rs  -  th o se  com panies w hich

F o r  a  s im ila r  exam ple  o f  t h i s  t y r  ' o t  a l l i a n c e  b e tw e e n  
th e  ow ners o f  t h e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  goU J ,n in e s  a n d  t h e  P a c t  
g overnm en t s e e  D. Yudeiman, The Emer -  ;i\ce  o f  M odem S nn fh

C o n n e c t ic u t ,  1983, p p .1 3 -5 1 .
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owned th e  S outh  A fr ic an  diam ond a i r  . s 7 -  w h ic h  h a d  t h e i r  
ou tp u t and sa le s  t ie d  by agreements between th e m se lv e s  and  th e  
Diamond S y n d ic a te  w hich th u s  r e g u la te d  th e  s a le  o f  d iam onds 
in te rn atio n ally . These c o n tra c ts  were u n d e rw ritte n  by  th e  S outh  
A frican  government which had taKen t h i s  pow er by  means o f  t h e  
Diamond C o n tro l A ct o£ 1925. The S y n d i c a t e  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  
in te rn a tio n a l diamond market through  i t s  p u rch a ses  o f  d iam onds. 
As Oppenhaimer explained: 'A ll we need to  do  i s  t o  buy  a s  many 
diamonds a s  we s e l l  from  th e  b ig  p ro d u c e rs ,  and  i f  we do n o t 
s e l l ,  th e n  o f  c o u rse  we do  n o t  b u y . '8 T h is  e n s u r e d  a f i r m  
market fo r  diamonds by p r e v e n tin g  o v e rs e l l in g ,  a n d  p re v e n te d  
overproduction by ty in g  th e  mines to  sp e c ific  p roduction  q u o ta s . 
The a ttu v ia l diamond d igg ings in  th e  Union w ere n o t  t i e d  t o  any 
such quotas and were no t contro lled  by any companies. They could 
supply  a s  much o£ th e  w orld 's demand f o r  ro u g h  s to n e s  a s  th e y  
w ere  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o d u c e ,  l e a v in g  t h e  S y n d ic a te  t o  
a p p o r tio n  am ongst th e  f o u r  C o n fe re n c e  m in e s  a  c o n s t a n t ly  
d e c r e a s in g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n .

During th e  1920's th e  w orld 's a llu v ia l diamond in d u s t ry  w as a 
fast-g row ing  and  e x tre m e ly  a g g re s s iv e  c o m p e ti to r  o f  t h e  f o u r  
mining companies in  th e  Union. New d e p o s i ts  o f  a l lu v ia l  g r a v e l  
within th e se  te n  years  were d iscovered in  P ortuguese  Angola, th e  
Gold Coast, th e  Belgian Congo, B ritish  Guiana, and  in  th e  Union, 
in  th e  sou th-w estern  d is t r ic t s  o f th e  T ransvaal prov ince  and th e  
Nam aqualand d i s t r i c t  o f  t h s  Cape p ro v in c e . T h e  d is c o v e ry  or 
a llu v ia l g rave l was th e  p r in c ip a l f ea tu re  o f th e  w o rld 's  diamond 
tr a d e  in  t h i s  p e r io d , p r io r  t o  th e  T 'i r s t  W orld War th e  t o t a l

7T h e s e  d ia m o n d  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  w ere  t h e  De B e e rs ,  
J a g e r fo n te in  and P re m ie r Diamond M ining Com panies, and  th e  
C o n s o l id a te d  D iam ond M in e s  o f  S o u th  W est A f r ic a  (CDM).

®TES 862, FS/73, 'C on fe rence  o f  Diamond p r o d u c e rs  h e ld  a t  
th e  Mines Department, P re to r ia  on 1 D ecem ber 1927. M inutes o f  
P r o c e e d in g s ',  p .48.



preduction  of diamonds in  th e  world amounted to  ooroe s ix  m illio n  
c a r a ts ,  o f  which th e  U nion m ines s u p p lie d  76 p e t  c e n t ,  t h e  
U n ion 's a l lu v ia l s  (from t h e  V aal R iv e r  d ig g in g s  i n  t h e  Cape 
province) 3 pe r cen t, German South West A frica 19 p e r  c e n t ,  and  
th e  r e s t  o f  th e  world 2 p e r  cen t. However by 1927 th e  w orld was 
producing seven m illion c a r a t s  and  th e  U n ion 's m ines s u p p lie d  
o n ly  34 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  t h e  S o u th  A f r ic a n  a l l u v i a l s  
(including L ichtenburg and N amagualand) 33 p e r  c e n t ,  w h ils t  a  
f u r t h e r  33 p e r  c e n t  was s u p p lie d  by  t h e  n e w ly  d is c o v e r e d  
a l l u v i a l  f i e l d s  w ith i- i  A f r ic a  a n d  B r i t i s h  G u ia n a .9

Oppenheimer and J o e l  w ere s u c c e s s f u l  in  c lo s in g  down t h i s  
independent diamond market ou ts id e  th e  b o rders  of th e  Union and 
bring ing  i t  under th e  c o n tro l o f t h e  new S y n d ic a te  by  means o f  
long -te rm  c o n t ra c t s  t o  p u rc h a se  q u o ta s  o f  t h e s e  d iam onds a t  
f ixed  p rice s .10 By 1926 i t  c o n tro l le d  75 p e r  c e n t  more o f  t h i s  
o u tp u t  th a n  d id  th e  o ld  S y n d i c a t e .11 T h is  p o l ic y  w as n o t  
p o s s ib le  w ith in  th e  Union, how ever, b e c a u s e  t h e  S y n d ic a te  
confron ted  p roducers who were n o t con tro lled  by a company, and 
who were p o lit ica lly  a rtic u la te  and who had th e  v o te . W ithin t h e  
Union a llu v ia l, p ro d u c tio n  w as n o t  c o n tro l le d  in  any way. The 
d ig g in g  community en jo y ed  a  m easu re  o f  in f lu e n c e ,  b a th  a s  
p ro d u c e rs  and  a s  v o te r s ,  w hich laacSe a n y  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s ta tu s - q u o  by th e  P a c t g o v e rn m e n t an  e x tre m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  
manucevtar. I n  addition , in  th e  g e n era l e lec tio n  of 1924 th e  P a c t 
had promised th e s e  v o te r s  and p iu d u c e r s  p ro te c t io n  from  th e  
la rg e  diamond c a p ita lis ts ,  a  policy of generous p ro c la m a tio n s  o f  
new d ig g in g s , and u n r e s t r i c t e d  p r o s p e c t in g  in  t h e  N a t iv e

. XXXV, 1927.
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Reserves in  th e  n o rthern  Cape and w es te rn  T ra n s v a a l w hich th e  
S m u ts  g o v e rn m e n t  h a d  n o t  p e r m i t t e d .12

The Diamond C ontrol Act, which had enshrined  th e  p r in c ip le  of 
uncontro lled  a llu v ia l production f o r  t h e  in d iv id u a l  d ig g e r ,  had  
been  opposed by S i r  David H arris, th e  Chairman o f  th e  Da B e ers  
D iam ond M in ing  Com pany (De B e e r s ) ,  a n d  b y  S i r  E r n e s t  
Oppenhaimer, th e  rep rese n ta tiv e s  o f mining c a p i t a l  in  t h e  House 
o f  Asse mbly . N a tio n a l P a r ty  p a r l ia m e n ta r ia n s  who re p r e s e n te d  
c o nstituencies  in  th e  Western T ransvaal, su c h  a s  G en e ra l J.C.G. 
Kemp a t  Wolmaranstad, made reference  t o  th e  sacred n ess o f  t h e s e  
prom ises to  th e  d igg ings community: 'h e  d id  n o t  go a lo n g  w ith  
t h e  suggestions made b y  a  c e r ta in  gen tlem an  r e p r e s e n tin g  th e  
mining in te r e s ts  abcwt t h e  c o n tro l  o f t h e  a l l u v i a l  d ig g in g s  t o  
p r e v e n t  t h e  m a rk e t from  b e in g  f lo o d ed  b e c a u se  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l e g is la t io n . . .  p ro v id e s  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  c o n t r o l  a n d  s a l e  o f  
diamonds and h e  d id  n o t w ant t h e  a l lu v ia l  d ig g e r  t o  s u f f e r  by  
s p e c ia l  c o n tro l  m e a su re s .'13 A dvocate  A.S. v a n  H ees, t h e  HP 
f o r  Brakpan b u t form erly o f C h ristiana  in  th e  w estern  T ransvaal, 
h a d  s im ila r  th in g s  t o  say  o f  t h i s  bond  be tw een  th e  N a tio n a l 
P a r ty  and th e  digg ing  community: T he governm ent w ill  go  wrong 
(he sa id  in  January  1927) i f  th e y  l im i t  t h e  o u tp u t  o f  d iam onds 
f ro m  t h e  a l l u v i a l  f i e l d s . '14

T hese p o lit ic a l considera tions p reven ted  Oppenheimer a n d  J o e l  
•^from  a c tin g  p rec ip ita te ly . Between June  and  Decem ber 1926 th e y  

exp lored  in d ir e c t  w ays to  r e g u la te  t h e  flow  o f  t h e s e  a l lu v ia l  
diamonds onto th e  m a rk e ts  o f  E urope  and  A m erica. T h e i r  f i r s t  
e f f o r t s  w ere  d ir e c te d  t o  b u y in g  u p  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e

i 2 T h e  S t a r  14 F e b r u a r y  1927.

13T he S t a r  7 D ecem ber 1926.

14T he S t a r  21 J a n u a r y  1927.



f i e l d s .15B ut th e r e  was a  c e i l i n g  t o  t h e  a m o u n t o f  w o rk in g  
c a p i ta l  th e  sy n d ic a te  co u ld  in v e s t  in  t h e  p u rsu a n c e  o f  t h i s  
po licy . Under optimum m arket c o n d it io n s  t h e  S y n d ic a te  t ie d - u p  
a b o u t  £2,5 m illio n  in  ro u g h  diam onds, s o r te d  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  
s e l l in g ,  so  t h a t  when o v e rp ro d u c tio n  o r  a  d ro p  in  t h e  w orld  
demand occurred, they  could s tand  by th e  C onfe rence  p ro d u c e rs  
w ith  a f l o a t  o f  £4 m il lio n .^ 6 T h is  m e an t t h a t  o p p e n h e im e r  
could safe ly  hold a  maximum stock  of be tw een  £6 and  £7 m illion  
a t  a n y  o n e  t im e . By t h e  e n d  o f  1926 t h e  S y n d ic a te  h a d  
accum ulated  a b o u t £1 m illion  o f  L ic h te n b u rg  s to n e s  w hich i t  
cou ld  n o t s e ll . T h is  sum, when i t  was added to  th e  s to c k  a lre a d y  
held  by th e  Syndicate, amounted t o  ove r £3,5 m il lio n  in  J a n u a ry  
1927. I n  December 1926 t h e  G r a s f o n te i n  s u b d iv i s io n s  w ere  
announced and p ro specting  on th e  Reserve claim s by th e  companies 
began  in  e a r n e s t .  The S y n d ic a te 's  r e s p o n s e  w as  t o  c u t  t h e  
replacem ent quotas o f  th e  Conference p ro d u c e rs  by £2,5 m il lion 
to  finance  any fu r th e r  p u rc h a s e s  o f  L ic h ten b u rg  diam onds. By 
Ju n e  1927 th e  S y nd ica te  c a r r i e d  a  s to c k  o f  b e tw een  £6 and  £7 
m ill ion  o f  th e s e  d iam onds, w hich s t r a in e d  even  i t s  f in a n c ia l  
resources. The c o s t t o  th e  S y n d ic a te  f o r  t h e  f in a n c in g  o f  t h i s  
s t r c k  was enormous and th i s  h e lp s  t o  explain th e  anxious e f f o r t s  
o f  th e  Syndicate members to  awaken th e  Union g overnm en t t o  th e  
dangers which uncontro lled  a llu v ia l  p ro d u c tio n  from  w ith in  t h e  
U n ion  p o se d  t o  i t s  c o n t in u e d  s u c c e s s .- 17

Another option open to  th e  sy n d ic a te  was to  d r iv e  down p r ic e s  
u n t i l  th e  d ig g e rs  w ere s ta r v e d  o u t. T h is  was n o t  e a s i l y  done 
b e c a u s e  t h e  l o c a l  d ia m o n d  b u y in g  f r a t e r n i t y  w ould  c r y  
'monopoly', and awaken th e  p o lit ic a l w atchdogs o f  t h e  community

15T. G re g o ry , E r n e s t .O p p e n h e im e r . p p .1 60 -218 . 

16TES 862, F 5 /7 3 , 'C o n f e r e n c e 1, p .8.

17lb id .



t o  th e  machinations o f th e  b ig  c a p i t a l i s t s .  The lo c a l  T ra n sv a a l 
a n d  c a p e  d ia m o n d -b u y in g  f r a t e r n i t y  w e re  an  e x tre m e ly  
s e lf -c o n fid en t and a sse r tiv e  in te r e s t  group, w ell r e p r e s e n te d  by 
th e i r  re sp e c t iv e  p r o fe s s io n a l  o r g a n is a t io n s . T hey  r e v e l le d  in  
t h e  ready  market fo r  diamonds p rovided  by th e  S y n d ica te  b u y e rs  
who bought up any q u a n tity  o f  rough diamonds a t  good p r i c e s .18 
T he a ru r is h in g  s ta te  o f  th e  lo c a l  diam ond m arke t in  l a t e  1926 
and early  1927 be lied  th e  a s s e r t io n s  o f  t h e  S y n d ic a te  t h a t  th e  
p roduction  o f  L ich tenbu rg  s to n e s  was th r e a te n in g  th e  diamond 
in d u s try  a s  a whole. T h e  HoLbom V ia d u ct h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  t h e  
Diamond S y n d ic a te  ( s ta te d  one su c h  lo c a l  buye r) h a s  e n t i r e ly  
d e p le te d  i t s  s to c k s  ow ing to  t h e  enorm ous dem and t o r  r o u g h  
s to n e s  from  America and  th e  c o n t i n e n t . '19 I n  O c to b e r  1926 
George Soott-Rcnaldson, a  lo c al buyer, a ssu re d  d ig g e rs  t h a t  t h e  
L ic h te n b u rg  p ro d u c tio n  had  b a r e ly  c a u s e d  a  r i p p l e  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d ia m o n d  p o n d .20

I f  demand fo r  th e se  Lichtenburg diamonds appeared to  b e  high, 
th e  p r ic e s  which th e  d ig g e rs  were receiv ing  from th e  bu y ers  w ere 
extrem ely low. The production of a llu v ia l s to n e s  a t  L ic h ten b u rg  
had increased , a s  we have  seen, ove r th e  1925 f ig u r e  by  300 p e r  
cen t, and ove r t h i s  f ig u re  by ano ther 100 p e r  cen t by A p ril 1927 
(563 863 c a ra ts  and 754 172 c a r a ts  r e s p e c t iv e ly ) ,  b u t  t h i s  400 
p e r  c e n t in c re ase  in  volume was accom panied by an in c re a s e  o f  
o n ly  100 p e r  c e n t  in  v a lu e . The p r i c e s  o f  t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  
diamonds :plummeted by  o v e r  74 p e r  c e n t  on  t h e  a v e ra g e , from

"‘•“ F o r t h e  lo c a l  diamond b u y e rs  s e e  The s t a r  27 O c to b e r  
1926, 4 December 1926, 8 December 1926, 30 A p ri l  1927, 5 J u ly

D ecem ber 1926.

19T he S t a r  6 J u ly  1926.

20T he S t a r  5 O c to b e r  1926.



167s. l i t ’ , p e r  c a r a t  t o  44s. p e r  c a r a t  in  A p r i l  1927.21 The 
c aratage  rep resen ted  by th i s  200 p e r  cen t margin o f  diamonds was 
disposed  o f  e f f e c t iv e ly  f o r  n o th in g  and  't h e s e  d ia n o n d s  w ere 
sh e e r  waste -  waste to  th e  d ig g e rs  iji t h e i r  c o s t  o f  p ro d u c tio n , 
and  w aste  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' . 22

The drop in  diamond p r ice s  fo rced  th e  d ig g e rs  t o  p roduce  more 
i n  o r d e r  t o  o u td i s t a n c e  t h e i r  d e c l in i n g  p r o f i t  l i n e .  T he 
re su l tin g  production fig u res  were dubbed by one ob se rv e r a s  t h e  
"d iggers ' Suicide C h a r ts" 23 (see  A ppendix F our). T h is  in v e r s e  
r e la tio n  be tw een  p r i c e  and  p ro d u c tio n  c h a r a c te r i s e d  a l lu v ia l  
digg ing  fo r  Oppcnhaimer; I f  th e  d igge rs  p ro d u ce , th e y  s e l l  and 
i f  th e  diam ond m a rk e t  s t o p s ,  t h e y  s t a r v e /  h e  s a i d . 24The 
independent d ig g e rs  w ere th u s  weaX s e l l e r s ,  and  th e y  w ere  a 
g r e a t  t h r e a t  t o  th e  diamond m arket, f o r  ' I f  m ore  g r o u n d  i s  
throw n open to  th e  d ig g e rs  they  w ill go fo r  th e  b e s t p a tches and 
g o t o u t th e  diamonds a s  qu ick ly  a s  p o s s ib le  w ith o u t any  re g a rd  
f o r  m arke t c o n d i t i o n s . '25 W ith t h e  S y n d i c a te  f i n a n c i a l l y  
propping up th e  m arket by absorbing th e  su rp lu s  p ro d u ctio n , th e  
l o c a l  d iam ond  b u y e r s  c o n f id e n t ly  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
L ich tenbu rg  diam onds so  f a r  p roduced  had  be en  a b so rb e d  and 
appealed to  th e  digg ing  community t o  f i g h t  f o r  an u n r e s t r i c t e d  
ou tpu t. The T ransvaal A llu v ia l Diamond B uyers Union th u s  t ie d  
th e i r  co lou rs  firm ly  to  th e  mast o f  th e  a l lu v ia l  i n d u s t ry :  'Who 
c ou ld  t e l l  ( th ey  asked) e x a c t ly  how many diam onds csould b e

•^T he D iamond F i e ld s  A d v e r t i s e r  9 J u l y  1927.

24TES 862 F 5 /7 3 , 'C o n f e r e n c e ',  p . 34.

25TES 953, F5/251, 'A llu v ia l Diamond P ro d u c tio n . C o n tro l 
o f '.  Memorandum G overnm ent M ining E n g in e e r  t o  M in i s t e r  o f  
F in a n c e ,  'M l u v i a l  p r o d u c t io n  1 9 2 6 ', 12 J a n u a r y  1927.



a b s o rb e d  p e r  a n n u m ? '26

The Diamond Syndicate was n o t, how ever, an e n t i t y  s e p a r a te  
from th e  r e s t  o f  th e  diamond industry . Jo e l and Oppenheimer had  
la rg e  holdings in  th e  mining companies which w ere  be in g  fo rc e d  
to  shoulder th e  burden o f  t h e i r  purchasing  po licy . As p ro d u c e rs , 
th e  Conference com; an ies wanted th e  governm ent e i t h e r  t o  l im it  
th e  number o f new a llu v ia l p roclam ations, o r  t o  im pose a q u o ta  
on th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  a l lu v ia l  d iam onds w ith in  t h e  U nion. The 
mining companies had ra is ed  th i s  is su e  in  1924, which had c au se d  
th e  breakdown o f  t h e  I n te r p r o d u c e rs  C o n fe ren ce  o f  t h a t  y e a r  
b e c a u se  th e  f o u r  com panies r e fu s e d  to  c u t  t h e i r  p r o d u c t io n  
quotas. The proposed cu ts , th e y  a s s e r te d ,  m eant in  e f f e c t  t h a t  
th e y  would b e  paying fo r  th e  governm ent's p o lit ic a l programme of 
supporting  th e  a llu v ia l d ig g in g  community. T h e i r  p ro p o sa l was 
t h a t  t h e  P a c t r e s t r i c t  t h e  o u tp u t  o f  th e  a l l u v i a l  d ig g in g s .  
Replying to  th is  su g g e s tio n , t h e  P r iv a te  S e c re ta r y  t o  G enera l 
H ertzog  w ro te: 'My M in is te r  i s  o f  t h e  c le a r  o p in io n  t h a t  i t  
Vitold b e  p o lit ic a lly  most dangerous and in  every  way in a d v isa b le  
t o  c o n s id e r th e  c lo s in g  o f  t h e  a l lu v ia l  f ie l d s  in  re sp o n se  t o  
th e  S y n d ic a te 's  p r e s s u r e . '27T he Diamond C o n tro l A ct r e s u l te d  
from th e  breakdow n o f  t h e s e  n e g o tia t io n s ,  a s  t h e  members o f  
Syndicate, who con tro lled  t h e  Conference companies through  t h e i r  
re p r e s e n ta t io n  on th e  m in ing  company b o a rd s , t r i e d  t o  b r in g  
p r e s s u r e  t o  b e a r  on t h e  P a c t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  o u tp u t  a n d  
pro clam atio n  o f  new a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s  w ith in  t h e  U nion. T he 
L ichtenburq d iscoverie s, t o  add in s u l t  t o  in ju r y , c o in c id e d  w ith  
a worldwide diamond boom b u t  'any in c rease  th e re  might have been

26T h e  S ta r  12 F e b r u a r y  1926.

27TES 862, F5/73, 'C o n fe ren c e ', P r iv a te  S e c re ta r y  o f  t h e
Prim e M in is te r  t o  S e c r e ta r y  f o r  M in e s , 10 N ovem ber 1924; 
S ec re tary  o f  Mines, 'Memorandum on th e  R e s u lts  o f  th e  Diamond 
C onfe rence , 3 rd  and  4 th  N ovem ber 1 9 2 4 ', 6 N ovem ber 1924 .



fo r  th e  c o n fe re n ce  p ro d u c e rs  o v e r  and  above th e  o r ig in a l  £8 
m illion volume of tr a d e  fixed  f o r  1926, h a s  gone t o  th e  a l lu v ia l  
d i g g i n g s 1. 28

I f  th e  S yndicate  and  i t s  member com panies w ere  in  t r o u b le  
b e c a u se  o f  t h e  L ic h ten b u rg  p ro d u c tio n , s o  was t h e  P a c t. The 
c u t t in g  o f  t h e  r ep la ce m e n t q u o ta s  o f  t h e  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  
d i r e c t l y  a f fe c te d  th e  r e v e n u e  w hich  t h e  s t a t e  d e r iv e d  fro m  
ta x a t io n  o f  th e  diamond in d u s t ry .  I n  p r iv a t e ,  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
o th e r  s ta te  functionaries  warned th e  government o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  
im p l i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  U nion a n d  S o u th  W est A f r i c a  o f  t h e  
'overproduction ' o f  in d e p e n d e n tly  p ro d u ce d  a l lu v ia l  d iam onds. 

Uncontrolled production  f r m  th e  a llu v ia l f ie ld s  m ig h t e n co u rag e  
th e  extra-U nion a l lu v ia l  p ro d u c e rs  t o  b re a k  t h e i r  ag re em e n ts  
w ith th e  Syndicate, fo r  th e y  can h a rd ly  b e  e x p e c te d  t o  meekly 
a c c e p t  t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  t h e  m e an w h ile  s e e in g  a n  e n o rm o u s  
uncontro lled  production app rox im ating  to  o r  p e rh a p s  e x ceed ing  
t h a t  o f  th e  f e u r  b ig  p ro d u c e rs  o f  th e  Union who h a v e  a lre a d y  
such a  p repondera ting sh a re  o f  th e  w orld 's volume o f  th e  diamond 
t r a d e '. 29T h is  would r e s u l t  in  t h e  b reaX -up  o f  t h e  m onopoly  
c o n tro l o f th e  diamond t r a d e  which th e  P ac t had in  f a c t  cemented 
b y  m eans o f  t h e  D iamond C o n t ro l  A ct.

C loser to  home, financ ia l p re s su re  w ould b e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  
mote d irec tly  cm th e  union tr e a s u r y  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  S y n d ic a te 's  
d e c is isn  t o  cu t th e  rep lacem en t,'fo r t h e  'c o n tr o l  o f  t h e  U nion 's 
a llu v ia l production seems to  be e s se n t ia l u n le s s  t h e  G overnm ent 
i s  p repared  to  m i  th e  r is k  of a  se rio u s  se tback  in  t h e  diamond 
m a rk e t, t h e  e f f e c t  o f  w hich viculd t a l l  m o s t h e a v i ly  on t h e

28TES 862, ?5 /7 3 , 'C o n fe re n c e ', S e c r e t a r y  f o r  M ines t o  
M in is te r  o f  M ines, 'r e  Diamond P o s i t i o n ' ,  4 D ecem ber 1924 .

29TES 862, F5/73, 'C o n fe r e n c e ',  S e c r e t a r y  o f  M ines t o
M in is te r  o f  M ines, 'r e  Diamond P o s i t i o n ' ,  4 D ec em b er 1924.



producers in  w hose o p e ra t io n s  th e  G overnm ent i s  m ost d e ep ly  
in te r e s te d  in ,  ie .  t h e  P re m ie r  a n d  s o u th  W est M r i c a ' . 30T h e  
L ichtenburg s to n e s were in  d ir e c t  c o m p e ti tio n  w ith  th e  P re m ie r  
and  CDM w hich p ro d u ce d  s o -c a U e d  ’sm a ll s t u l f .  A lm o st t h e  
e n t ir e  budget to r  th e  A dm inistration o f  SWA was draw n from  th e  
CDM a n d  t h e  a l l u v i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  t h e  U n io n 's  d ig g e r s  
th rea tened  th e  economic in d e p en d e n ce  o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y , 31r h i s  
danger was given  added emphasis because S ou th  W est A fr ic a  was 
looked to  a s  a  te r r i to r y  t o  which th e  Union could ex p o rt some of 
i t s  p o o r  w h i te s  a s  s e t t l e r s .

A sim ila r f in an c ia l argum ent u n d e rla y  t h e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  th e  
f e u r  diamond companies to  th e  T re a su ry . The P re m ie r  p a id  a 60 
p e r  c e n t p r o f i ts  ta x , w hil t h e  o th e r  p ro d u c in g  c om panies p a id  
ne arly  25 p e r  cen t, b u t t h e  a llu v ia l p r o d u c e rs  w ere  e f f e c t iv e ly  
ta x e d  on ly  10 p e r  c e n t  on t h e i r  p r o f i t s . 32T hus t h e  b u lk  o f  
s ta te  revenue in  re sp e c t o f  th e  diamond in d u s t ry  came from  th e  
diamond m ines and  n o t from  th e  a l lu v ia l  p r o d u c e rs .33when in  
Decem ber 1926 th e  rep la ce m e n t was c u t  t o  £5 ,5  m i l l io n ,  t h e  
Prem ier company in  w hich th e  s t a t e  h e ld  a  h a l f  i n t e r e s t ,  b o re  
th e  b r u n t o f  th e  reduction.-^A gain in  Ju n e  1927 th e  C onfe rence  
P ro d u c e rs  a g re e d  t o  l im it  t h e  q u o ta  t o  £5,5 m il lio n  f o r  t h e

3DTE3 953, F5/251, -A llu v ia l Diamond P r o d u c tio n ',  G.M.R. 
t d  ̂ M inister o f  F inance, 'A llu v ia l  P ro d u c tio n  1926', 12 J a n u a ry

31xfeia.
32TES 953, F5/251, 'A llu v ia l Diamond P r o d u c t io n ',  G.M.R. 

to  M in ister o f  F inance, 'A llu v ia l  P ro d u c tio n  1926', 12 J a n u a ry

TBS 953, F5/251, 'A l l u v i a l  D iam ond P r o d u c t io n ' ,  A.P. 
McLaughton, Commissioner f o r  In la n d  R evenue, t o  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  
F in a n c e , R ef R H /2 9 , 'R e v e n u e  E s t im a te s  1 9 2 7 /2 8 : D iam ond 
M in in g ',  11 D ecem ber 1926.

34TES 662 , F 5 /7 3 , 'C o n fe r e n c e 1, p . 10.



rem a in in g  s ix  m onth p e r i o d .35T h is  r e v e n u e  w as e x tre m e ly  
im portan t to  th e  P a c t's  budget, f o r  in  1928 o v e r  o n e -e ig h th  o f  
t h e  t o t a l  s t a t e  r ev e n u e  cam e fro m  t h e  d ia m o n d  i n d u s t r y .

The re sp o n se  o f  th e  m ining com panies th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  
Idchtenburg  d iscoverie s was muted u n ti l  November 1926, when De 
Beers passed a reso lu tion  to  th e  e ffe c t th a t  i t  w as e s s e n t ia l  t o  
w atch th e  a llu v ia l development and th a t  th e  company sh o u ld  from  
tim e  to  tim e 'buy up farms in  l ik e ly  a re a s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  
a s  f a r  a s  p o s s ib le  a  r e c u rr e n c e  o f  t h e  L ic h te n b u rg  f i n d s '.36 
But th e  major incen tive  t o  follow th is  new p o lic y  came from  th e  
announcement by Dr H. Merensky of th e  d iscovery  of t h e  a l lu v ia l  
d e p o s its  a t  A lexander Bay in  Nam aqualand in  l a t e  1926, w hich 
w ere  ' t h e  r i c h e s t  a l l u v i a l  f i n d s  in  d ia m o n d  h i s t o r y 1.37 
P rospecting work c a rried  o u t  by th e  d is c o v e r e r s  r e s u l te d  in  a 
p a rc e l o f  stones weighing 12 240 ca ra ts , w ith  an a v e ra g e  w e ig h t 
p e r  diamond o f  tw o  c a r a ts ,  th e  e n t i r e  p a rc e l  b e in g  v a lu e d  a t  
£154 0 0 0 .38

By December 1926 th e  m ining com panies had  been  r a p id l y  
b rough t in to  lin e  by th e  Diamond S y n d ic a te 's  r ep la ce m e n t o f f e r  
and now joined in  a  chorus o f  d is a p p ro v a l a t  t h e  i r r e s p o n s ib le  
m anner in  w hich th e  P a c t gove rnm en t was a d m in is t ra t in g  th e  
r e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  by i t s  a l lu v ia l  p o lic y . T h is  cam paign 
began sym bo lica lly  w ith  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  S i r  D avid H a r r is ,  s i r  
B m c s t  Oppenheimer and S o lly  J o e l  in  c a p e  Town a b o a r d  t h 6  
A ru n d e l  C a s t le  in  l a t e  N ovem ber. T h e  d ia m o n d  m a g n a te s  
embroidered on th e i r  them e o f  th e  i r re sp o n s ib le  h a n d lin g  o f  th e

35l M d . ,  p . 26.

36T. G re g o ry , E r n e s t  O o p e n h e im e r . p p .1 6 8 -1 6 9 . 

37T. G re g o ry , E r n e s t  O o p e n h e im e r . p p .1 6 8 -1 6 9 .
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brea d er  in t e r e s t s  o l t '  s  s t a t e  and p u b lic , S o lly  J o e l  s ta t in g  
th a t  he reu ld  n o t understand  th e  government 'being so fo o lish  a s  
t o  allow  th e s e  in d is c r im in a te  p ro c la m a tio n s  w hich w ere  o n ly  
damaging th e i r  perm anent in d u s t ry  and e n c o u rag in g  a  f lo a t in g  
pecu la tion  which in  a ve ry  sh o r t tim e must be on th e  p o o r  l i s t s  
and p r a c t ic a l l y  s t a r v in g 1.39 S i r  David H a r r is  b e a t  t h e  sam e 
drum: 'o u r  Government seems to  have encouraged o v e rp ro d u c tio n , 
and th a t  w ill  h a v e  a  s e r io u s  e f f e c t ,  n o t on ly  on th e  a l lu v ia l  
p r o d u c e r s ,  b u t  on e v e r y b o d y , p a r t i c u l a r l y  S o u th  W est 
A frica.'4°T h is  cam paign p la y ed  s k i l f u l l y  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
a llu v ia l d iggings were a ttr a c tin g  'poor w hites ' in  la r g e  num bers 
to  Lichtenfcurg, and  th e  claim  t h a t  t h i s  was e x a c e rb a tin g  th e  
'p e e r  y h k e  pretole-ra1. T he P a c t,  f o r  i t s  p a r t ,  w as u n w illin g  t o  
com m it p o l i t i c a l  s u i c i d e  by  b ow ing  t o  t h e  de m an d s o f  
'Hoggenheiaer' and  f r i e n d s  f o r  w hat am ounted to  d i r e c t  s t a t e  
in te r f e r e n c e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  o u tp u t  o f  t h e  d ig g e r s ,  s i m i l a r  
argum ents advanced in  1SZ4 and 1925 had fa iled  and th e re  w as no 
re a so n  t o  su s p e c t  in  l a t e  1926 t h a t  H ertz cg  and  h i s  C ab ine t 
w ou ld  c h a n g e  t h e i r  m in d s .

Oppenheimer r e so lv e d  upon  m ore d i r e c t  a c tio n  t o  l im i t  t h e  
growth o f  th e  d iggings. He se n t th e  geo log is t Dr P.F.W. B e ets  t o  
Lichtenburg to  a s c e r ta in  t h e  e x te n t  o f  t h e  d e p o s i ts .41 A cting  
on h is  advice, Oppenheimer approached J c e l  in  November w ith  an 
o f fe r  t o  acquire  a number o f  farm s w hich la y  a lo n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  
t h e  T re a su re  T r o v e /G r a s f o n tc in  g r a v e l  r u n .  F o r  £2.00 000 
Oppenheimer and J c e l  pe rsona lly  a c q u ire d , w ith  m in e ra l r i g h t s ,  
fiv e  farms ly ing  to  th e  e a s t  o f  U itgevcnden  and  G ra s fo n te in  -  
C h ris tinas Home No,324, K aalbult Ho.?, Leadpan No,392, D ie p h o lte

39T he s t a r  30 N ovem ber 1926.

402£tS—§ t a £  29 D ecem ber 1S26.

41T. G re g o ry , E r n e s t  O p p e n h e im e r . p p .1 7 6 -1 7 8 .



No.176 and Doomplaat No.305 -  and  tw o  o f  t h e  many su b d iv id ed  
p o r tio n s  o f  G rasfo rrte in , t h e  L ew is and  M arks-ow ned farm . To 
c o n c e a l t h e i r  t r a c k s ,  th e y  form eu a  company, t h e  High L ev e l 
G ravels Limited, to  undertake  th e se  purchases, and appo in ted  one 
o f  t h e i r  a u d ito rs  to  a c t  a s  i t -,  d i r e c to r  on t h e i r  b e h a lf .  T hese  
a llu v ia l a cq u is i tio n s  w ere n e v e r  w orked; th e y  w ere c lo se d  o f f  
from  th e  p u b lic  by th e  new la ndow ners  who w ould  n o t  g iv e  
p e rm iss io n  f o r  p r o s p e c to r s  t o  p u t  a  s p a d e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .42

I n  th e  s p h e re  o f  m a rk e tin g  O ppenheim er a ls o  c t i le d  in  h is  
m a rk e rs . D avid R u ss e ll , t h e  Chairm an o f  th e  T r e a s u re  T ro v e  
Diamond Company who purchased Uitgevonden in  1926 and who made 
h eavy  in v e s tm e n ts  in  t h e  G ra s fo n te in  su b d iv is io n s , b e g an  to  
channel th e  r e s u l ts  o f  d igg ing  and p ro s p e c t in g  on h i s  R e se rv e  
claims through  th e  Syndicate. He was Oppenheimer's diamond b uyer 
on th e  Vaal R iv e r  d ig g in g s  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  1920’s .43 R u s s e l l  
was a lso  instrum enta l in  se llin g  p o r t io n s  o f  G ra sfo n te in  t o  t h e  
High L ev e l G ra v e ls , and i t  was su g g e s te d  t h a t  h i s  p u rc h a s e s  
the re  were funded by Oppenheimer to  keep th e  Reserve claim s from, 
be ing  worked. T his a ssertio n  was given  substance  by  th e  f a i l u r e  
o f  th e  T reasure  Trove Company to  w ork t h e i r  R e se rv e  c la im s  on 
G ra s fo n te in  u n t i l  l a t e  in  1 9 2 7 .44 L i t t l e  i s  know n o f  t h e  
manner in  tfnich Lewis and M arks d isp o se d  o f  t h e i r  p ro d u c tio n  
from th e i r  farms. B ut in  J a n u a ry  1927 oppenheim er n o te d  t h a t  
Lewis and Marks were a n ta g o n is t ic  t o  S y n d ic a te  a p p ro a ch e s  to  
aeU, th e i r  ou tp u t t o  th6m.4SHowever by  May 1927 i t  seem s a s  i f

42I k i f i .

43MNW 985, mral654/29, P .k . R iv as t o  F.W. B eyers , 'P r iv a t e  
a n d  C o n f id e n t i a l1, 25 J u n e  1929.

44MNW 985, mml654/29, P.A. R iv as t o  F.W. B eyers , 'P r iv a te  
a n d  C o n f id e n t i a l ',  25 J u n e  1929,

45T. G re g o ry , E r n e s t  O p p e n h e im e r . p . 177.



th e y  had overcome th e i r  d is l ik e  o f  th e  S y nd ica te , f o r  Lew is and 
H arks began marketing th e i r  diamonds th ro u g h  t h e  new A llu v ia l 
Combine s e t  up by Oppenheimer and Jo e l f o r  th e  sp e c if ic  p u rp o se  
o f  f u n d in g  p u r c h a s e s  o f  a l l u v i a l  d ia m o n d s .46

The la s t  tw o m onths o f  1926 w ere o f  c r u c ia l  im p o r ta n ce  in  
d ic ta t in g  th e  I re to n  and Thom in i t ia t iv e ,  f o r  some in te r v e n tio n  
was requ ired  to  b re a k  th e  en su in g  lo g -ja ro . W hile th e  d ig g e rs  
enjoyed a f inancia l w in d fa ll , th e  g overnm en t was draw n in  tw o 
d ir e c t io n s :  i t  f e l t  th e  need  t o  h o n o u r  i t s  p r o m is e s  t o  t h e  
community by allowing more d igging, w h ils t being  h a rd -p re sse d  to  
p ro te c t i t s  revenue sou rces by lim iting  digg ing . O ppenheim er, on 
th e  o the r hand, was find ing  i t  extrem ely d i f f ic u l t  t o  com bat th e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  L ic h ten b u rg  p ro d u c tio n  on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
market, a s  we can s e e  from  th e  s ta g g e r in g  am ounts o f  w ork ing  
ca p ita l th e  Synd ica te  was ty in g  up t o  a b so rb  th e  L ic h te n b u rg  
production. November and December 1926 were c r u c i a l  m onths f o r  
th e  diamond magnates, and th e  obvious re luc tance  o f  th e  P a c t t o  
i n t e r v e n e  s ig n a l l e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  new s t r a t e g y .

For th e  p act th in g s  were looking e q u a lly  b le a k . H ertz o g  and 
h is  Cabinet colleagues may have been  in  a  p o s i t io n  t o  r id e  th e  
c r i s i s  u n t i l  production from L ichtenburg 'n a tu r a l ly ' d e c lin e d  in  
volume and value. They were no t to  be so  fo rtu n a te . I n  D ecem ber 
1926 news o f  th e  Nam aqualand d is c o v e r ie s  was re le a s e d , once 
ag a in  r a is in g  th e  s p e c t r e  o f  t h e  im m in e n t c o l l a p s e  o f  t h -  
in te r n a t io n a l  diamond m a rk e t th ro u g h  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  y e t  
an o th er uncontrolled e llu v ia l de p o sit a t  w hich th e  d ig g e rs  c a s t  
th e i r  envious eyes. The overproduction problem th u s  p ro v ed  m ost 
in tra c ta b le . As Oppenheimer po in ted  o u t to  B eyers, t h e  M in is te r  
o f Mines in  February 1927, th e re  was a lw ays t h e  chance  o f  new 
d iscoveries and fo r  t h i s  e v e n tu a l i ty  th e  s t a t e  needed  to  h av e

46IkM .



pow ers f o r  ‘throw ing open th e  ground , o r  a l lo c a t in g  i t  by  l o ts ,  
o r  working i t  them selves’, i t  a ls o  needed  t o  h av e  th e  pow er t o  
lim it a llu v ia l p ro d u c tio n  to  a d e f in e d  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  mine 
p r o d u c tio n .47iJ./n i s  w as t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  t h e  I r e t o n  a n d  Thom 
i n i t i a t i v e .

T h e  D iqcnars1 A d v o c a te s ; I r e t o n  a n d  Thom

I t  needs t o  b e  s tre s se d  th a t  I re to n  and Thom were not. m ere ly 
th e  shadows o f  th e ir  p r in c ip a ls ,  n o r , a s  f u tu r e  in c id e n t s  w ere 
c l e a r l y  t o  d e m o n s t r a te ,  t h e i r  d u p e s . T he f u n d in g  w h ich  
Oppenheimer and Jo e l prov ided  t h i s  p a rtn e rsh ip  yifch in  D ecem ber 
1926 was a pparen tly  ci'ven w ith l i t t l e  c la r i f ic a t io n  and  w ith  no 
exchange o f  guaran tees. The m otivation was p ro b ab ly  l i t t l e  more 
than  to  p rev e n t I re to n  e i.J  Thom from fa ll in g  in to  th e  pay o f  th e  
lo c al diamond buyers, who were quick  to  s p o t  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  
in te rven ing  in  lo c a l  community p o l i t i c s .  N or d id  t h i s  fu n d in g  
g iv e  th e  diamond magnates much p u rch a se  o v e r  t h e i r  a c t iv i t ie s ,  
which were a lw ays s e l f - i n t e r e s t e d .  Many o f  I r e to n  and Thom's 
a c t iv i t ie s  in  th e  nex t tw en ty -fou r months were only p e r ip h e r a l ly  
re la te d  t o  th e  in te r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  s p o n so rs . But u l t im a te ly  th e  
money was well spen t. I re to n  and Thom d id  g a in  th e  e a r  o f  th e  
Government by pu ttin g  them selves forw ard as th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  
c f  th e  small d igge rs . They maintained th e i r  p u b lic  le g itim a c y  in  
th e  face  o f  a ttem pts by  o th e r  c la ss  rep rese n ta tiv e s  t o  d i s c r e d i t  
th e i r  nLanding. F in a lly , th ro u g h  t h e i r  p u b lic  cam paign in  th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  bona f id e  d ig g e rs ,  and th ro u g h  t h e i r  l e g a l  
a c tio n s , th e y  shaped  t h e  form  o f  t h e  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  B i l l  
in tro d u c e d  by th e  P a c t  in  1927 in  w ays w h ic h  s e r v e d  th e  
in te r e s ts  o f  th e i r  backe rs. T h is  was ach ie v ed  by a g i ta t in g  f o r  
th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  t h e  la n d o w n ers  o f  a l lu v ia l  f a rm s  fro m  t h e

47MNW 886, mm525/25, 'C omments', E. oppenheim er t o  F.W. 
Beyers, 'Memorandum. P riv a te  and Confiden tia l1, 7 F e b ru a ry  1957.
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sp h ere  o f  prcducticn , th e  e lim in a tio n  o f  p r iv a t e  com panies and 
sy n d ic a te s ,  and th e  e x p ro p r ia t io n  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  on  t h e  
R e se rv e  c laim s (which th e y  c laim ed by  r i g h t  o f  s u b d iv is io n )  
th rough  r e tr o s p e c t iv e  le g is la t io n .  A ll t h i s  was s a id  t o  b e  in  
th e  in te r e s ts  of th e  small man, t h e  bona f id e  d ig g e r ,  f o r  whose 
u se  th e  proclaimed d igg ings were now e x c lu s iv e ly  r e s e rv e d . Y et 
cm a  more fundamental le v el th e  Act e n s h r in e d  th e  p r in c i p le  o f  
c o n tro l  o v e r  t h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  a l lu v ia l  d ia m o n d s , a n d  t h u s  
b ro u g h t  t h i s  In d ep e n d en t community w ith in  th e  community o f  
diamond producers -  an outcome th a t  was in  th e  economic in te r e s t  
o f  t h e  Diamond S y n d ic a te  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  C o n fe re n c e  
Producers. The in te r e s ts  o f monopoly w ere th u s  a s s e r te d  by  th e  
P a c t  th ro u g h  t h i s  p ie c e  o f  c o n tro v e r s ia l  l e g is la t io n ,  a t  t h e  
e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e  
in d e p e n d e n t  p r o d u c e r s .

I re to n  and Thom were ne t in it ia l ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  t h e  e a r ly  
s ig n s  o f  p o p u la r  p r o t e s t  on t h e  a l l u v i a l  f i e l d s  a n d  w ere  
th e re fo re  no t t h e  a u th o rs  o f  such  p r o te s t ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  had 
p ro s p e c te d  a t  B akers from  th e  in c e p tio n  o f  d ig g in g  in  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  in  J u n e  1926.48 Nor w ere  th e y  t h e  s o l e  a u th o r s  o f  
pc p u la r  p r o te s t  in  th e  fo llow ing  tw o y e a r s .  T here  was a  w ell 
e s tab lish ed  t r a d i t i on o f  p r o t e s t  w hich  th e s e  tw o o p p o r tu n is ts  
s k ilfu lly  manipulated t o  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  a d v an ta g e . One o f  
t r a d i t i o n s  was t h e  i l l e g a l  r u sh , by w hich d ig g e rs  e x p re s se d  
d is p l e a s u re  a t  t h e  ow ners o f  farm s and t h e i r  p r o s p e c to r s  in  
working o u t la rg e  a reas of g ra v e l p r io r  t o  p ro cla m a tio n . I n  May
1926, f o r  example, d igge rs  a t  Rocdepan in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i l l e g a l ly  
r u s h e d  t h e  f a rm  w hen t h e  m in in g  o f f i c i a l s  d e la y e d  t h e  
proclam ation in  d e fia n c e  o f  th e  law  in  t h i s  r e g a rd .49 D iggers

48T he St a r  9 Nov .-.mber 1926.

49X h e _ S ta r  17 May 1926, 19 J u n e  1926.



th rea te n ed  to  do th e  same on th e  L ichtenburg f ie ld s  p r io r  t o  th e  
E la n d s p u tte  p ro c la m a tio n .50S im ila r  rum ours -  now p in n e d  on 
I re to n  and Thom -  w ere mooted in  O cto b er 1926, p r io r  t o  th e  
Wifcklip and Worsdergat p roclam ations, i n  t h e  same m onth I r e to n  
and Thom were th e  in td t ia to rs  o f an i l l e g a l  r u s h  o f  t h e  t r a d in g  
R eserves a t  Bakers, which many d ig g e rs  f e l t  h a d  be en  u n f a i r ly  
a l locate d t o  t h e  ow ner o f  th e  farm .51 E a r ly  in  Novem ber 1926 
th e y  were p inpoin ted  by o f fic ia ls  a s  th e  so u rce  o f  ru m o u rs  t h a t  
t h e  p reclam ations o f  W itklip and Wonderyat had been is s u e d  w ith  
t h e  a im  o f  d i s t r a c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  f ro m  t h e  G r a s f o n te i n  
subdiv isions o f  th a t  month.52They a ls o  cham pioned th e  c a u se  o f  
th e  small, un d e r-cap ita lised  d igger, s t r a n d e d  th r o u g h  f in a n c ia l  
s t r in g e n c y  on th e  p u b lic  a re a s  o f  t h e  farm s, who c o n s id e re d  
th e m s e lv e s  t h e  v i c t im s  o f  u n s c r u p u l o u s  la n d o w n e r s  a n d  
prospecto rs  who had monopolised th e  b e s t  d e p o s i ts  p r io r  t o  t h e  
p ro c la m a t io n  o f  t h e s e  tw o  fa rm s .

I re to n  and Thom did  n e t e x p lic i tly  d i r e c t  t h e i r  a t t e n t io n  to  
t h e  s u b d iv is io n  o f  G ra sfo n te in  u n t i l  p o p u la r  p r o t e s t  g a in e d  
momentum in  l a t e  O c to b e r  a n d  e a r l y  N ovem ber 1926 . T h is  
s p o n ta n e o u s  p o p u la r  r e a c t i o n  a t  t h e  ASK s u b d iv i s io n  o f  
G rasfontein was a  r e s u l t  o f  a  com b ination  o f  d isa p p o in tm e n t a t  
t h e  d ig g in g  r e s u l t s  on t h e  p u b l i c  a r e a s  o f  W itk l ip  and  
Wondergat, and, exaggerated rum ours  a b o u t t h e  r ic h n e s s  o f  th e  
G rasfontein r e se rv e  claim s. On 2 November 1926 a  m eeting  o f  th e  
Z ach tenbu rg  D iggers  Com mittee was b ro k en  up  by  a  g ro u p  o f

50T h e _ S ta r  19 J u n e  1926.

S1T h e  S t a r  2 J u n e  1927.

52JUS 430, 3 /148/27 , 'P o lic e  r e p o r t  on Diamond D ig g in g s-  
I r e to n ,  Thom and  van  t ie r  M erw e’, A .E. T r ig g e r ,  D iv is i o n a l  
Criminal Inv estig a tio n  O fficer, W itwatersrand D iv ision  t o  D eputy 
Commissioner, S.A.P. W itw ate rsra n d  D iv is io n , R ef. 1655123, 'r e :  
A g ita to rs  on Diamond Diggings -  I re to n , Thom and van  d e r  Merwe*, 
7 F e b r u a r y  1927.



d isse n tin g  d ig g e rs  who accused  th e  la rg e ly  w e l l-o f f  com m ittee 
members of being  'f a s t  asleep1 in  p ro tec tin g  th e  p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  
o f  t h e  d ig g e r s  on G r a s f o n te i n .53 T h e  f o l lo w in g  d a y  an  
enorm ous open a i r  m eeting  o f  o v e r  5000 d ig g e r s  a t  B a k e rs  
decla red  th e i r  ind igna tion  a t  th e  e v as io n  o f  th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  
law  by th e  ASE, and e le c te d  a  tw o  man d e le g a tio n  t o  th e  
M in is te r  o f  M ines in  t h i s  r e g a rd . T hese  tw o  d e l e g a t e s  w ere  
I re to n  and Thom, and th e i r  message to  th e  M in ister w as t h a t  t h e  
d ig g e rs  in tended to  tu sh  G rasfontein  u n le ss  s te p s  w ere ta k e n  by  
th e  G overnm ent t o  t e s t  t b '  v a l id i ty  o f  t h e  s u b d iv i s io n s .54

Mo c lu es  a re  given a s  t o  how I re to n  and Thom were d e le g a te d , 
b u t  from th is  p o in t  th e y  p u t  th e m se lv es  fo rw a rd  a s  t h e  sm a ll 
d ig g e r s ' r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  Tney w ere, o f  c o u rse , n o t  th e  on ly  
c a n d id a te s  f o r  t h i s  h o n o u r  and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w ere  a lw a y s  
fie rc e ly  con tested  by  th e  members o f  t h e  le g a l ly  c o n s t i tu t e d  
D iggers Commit te e , who considered th a t  a l l  d ig g e rs  sh o u ld  r a i s e  
any grievances with them. T heir legitim acy was c o n s tan t ly  c a lle d  
in to  queLtion by th e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  t h e  com panies and th e  
syndic a tes, and by th e  governm ent o f f i c ia l s .  F o r  exam ple, men 
'w e l l  c o n n e c te d ' i n  m in in g  c i r c l e s  r e g a r d e d  t h e i r  w ork , 
i n t e r e s t i n g ly  e nough , a s  t h a t  o f  'tw o  a g i t a t o r s  who w ere  
w ell-know n f o r  t h e i r  m a levo len t p ro p ag a n d a  d u r in g  th e  Rand 
Revolution of 1922'.55 Colonel J .  van  E yssen , M anager o f  t h e  
ASE p ro p e rtie s  a t  L ic h ten b u rg , d e c la re d  t h a t  I r e to n  and  Thom 
•were-a 'd i s t in c t ly  fo re ig n  e lem ent on th e  d ig g in g s ',  and t h a t  
t h e i r  a g i ta t io n  was sim ply m is c h ie v o u s :  'T h e re  i s  n o t  t h e  
s l ig h te s t  doubt th a t  th e  subdivision o f  G ra s fo n te in  in  s p i t e  o f  
th e  ou tcry  i t  aroused proved a r e a l b le ssin g  to  th e  d ig g e rs  a s  a

53T h e  S t a r  2 N ovem ber 1926.

54T he S t a r  3 N ovem ber 1926.

55T h e  S t a r  6 N ovem ber 1926.
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whole,1 w rote van Eyssen.56 He was a ls o  conv inced  t h a t  't h e s e  
two men... were inv ited  t o  meet th e  M agistrate  a t  L ic h te n b u rg  in  
p r iv a te 1 where th e y  w ere w arned t h a t  th e y  w ere b e in g  c lo se ly  
fo llow ed  by  th e  a u th o r i t ie s ,  t h a t  t h e i r  sp e e c h e s  w ere  b e in g  
r e p o r t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  'c e a s e  t h e i r  d i s t u r b i n g  
propaganda' in  s p i t e  o f  Thom's d e n ia ls  t h a t  t h i s  m eeting  e v e r  
o c c u r r e d .57

T he id e a  o f  ru s h in g  G ra sfo n te in  h e ld  l i t t l e  a t t r a c t io n  t o  
many d ig g e rs .  A lthough th e r e  was 'g e n e r a l  d is a p p o in tm e n t ' 
rega rd ing  th e  subdivisions, ve ry  few d ig g e rs  'w ould p a r t i c ip a t e  
in  any  i l l e g a l  ru sh  o r  w ould su p p o r t  l e a d e r s  who a d v o c a te d  
violence... and u n le s s  som eth ing  i l l e g a l  had  been  done by  th e  
owners in  sub -d iv id ing  th e  farm s th e y  were going to  r e s p e c t  th e  
o w n e r s ' r i g h t s ' . 58 Many c o m m e n ta to r s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  
d isapproval a t  th i s  r a d ic a l  s o lu t io n  in  te rm s  o f  th e  n o tio n  of 
'r e sp ec tab i lity ': a  s y n d ic a te  d ig g e r  s ta te d ,  f o r  in s ta n c e , t h a t  
t h e  th r e a t  t o  ru sh  G rasfontein d id  no t rep rese n t th e  o p in ion  o f  
any  r e s p o n s ib le  men on th e  f i e l d s ' ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  d i g g e r s '  
d e p u ta tio n  to  P r e to r ia  'was n o t f in an c ed  by  th e  r e s p e c t a b le  
d ig g e rs '.59 G overnm ent o f f i c i a l s  o f f e r e d  s im i l a r  o p in io n s :  
off ic ia l s  o f  th e  Mines Department s ta te d  th a t  th e  d ig g e rs  w ere  a 
■decent crowd’, and t h a t  th e y  w ere  la w -a b id in g  and  would n o t  
asso c ia te  th e m se lv es  w ith  'h o t -h e a d e d ' fe llo w s  who w anted to  
m ake an  i l l e g a l  r u s h .60

■ S t a r  11 N ovem ber :

' T he  S t a r  6 N ovem ber 15:26, 9 N ovem ber 1926.
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The b r i e f  moments o f  I r e to n  and  Them a t  th e  helm  o f  t h e  
u nsteady  and  sto rm y  b r id g e  o f  d ig g e r  p o l i t i c s  dep en d e d  upon 
th e i r  popular support. They embarked upon a  programme o f  p u b lic  
a c t io n  t o  t e s t  t h e  v a l id i ty  o f  t h e  s u b d iv is io n  p o lic y  o f  t h e  
lo c a l c a p i ta l is t  e n tre p re n e u rs  on th e  f ie ld s ,  who w ere  seen  to  
monopolise la rg e  a reas o f  th e  ground w ith  t h e  he lp  o f  th e  m ining 
o ffic ia ls . These c a p i ta l is ts  w ere new in t e r e s t s  in  t h e  a l lu v ia l  
game, s ta te d  Thom in  M arch  1927, a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  i t  w as 
necessary  fo r  d igge rs , who had  a lw ays p rom p tly  obeyed  o rd e r s  
g iv e n  by  t h e  o f f i c i a l s ,  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  m in in g  
regu la tions.61 T h is  r e s u l te d  in  th e  a lre a d y  m entioned  t h r e a t  
t o  r u s h  G ra sfo n te in  u n le s s  s te p s  w ere  ta k e n  to  r e s t o r e  t h e  
law fu lly  gua ran tees r ig h ts  o f  th e  p u b lic  on t h i s  a l lu v ia l  farm .

On b e h a lf  o f  aL. d ig g e rs  I r e to n  a n d  Thom a p p l ie d  f o r  a 
Supreme c o u rt in te r d ic t  regard ing  th e  G ra sfo n te in  s u b d iv is io n s  
on th e  grounds th a t  th e  whole farm  had  be en  p ro s p e c te d  by  an 
employee of AfiE in  June  1926 and th e re fo re  th a t  th e  owners could 
no t subdivide th e  farm. T his i n te r d ic t  was r e je c t e d  on 4 March
1927, th e  day on which G rasfontein was procla im ed , b e ca u se  'th e  
appli can ts  had w aited u n t i l  th e  e le v e n th  h o u r  and f i f t y - n i n th  
second  b e fo re  a sk in g  f o r  an i n t e r d i c t 1.62 On 24 M arch 1927 
Thom pegged  tr a d in g  s i t e s  on p o r t io n  L2 o f  G r a s f o n te i n ,  a 
su b d iv id ed  p o r t io n  o f  th e  farm  owned by th e  C a rrig  Diamond 
S y n d ic a te , f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t e s t i n g  th e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  
exclusion from  p u b lic  p e g g in g .63 A fte r  an i n t i a l  c o n v ic tio n , 
th e  Supreme C ourt overruled th e  d e c is io n  o f  t h e  m a g is tr a te  in  
T hom 's f a v o u r .  T he r e s u l t  w as a  m in o r  r u s h  on a l l  t h e  
L itirtenbusg farm s, a s  d ig g e rs  pegged  c la im s on o th e r  t r a d in g

61T h 6 _ S ta r  24 M arch 1927.

62The_ S t a r  4 M arch 1927.

63The S ta r  24 March 1927.



R e se rv e s  which h a d  been  s p e c if ic a l l y  s e t  a s id e  f ro m  p u b l i c  
p e g g in g  by th e  M ining Com m issioner. 'The p r o v is io n s  o f  t h e  
O rd in an c e  of 1903,' s ta te d  J u s t i c e  S, K rause  o f  th e  S u p rem e  
C ourt in  regard, to  th is  case, 'a s  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  a c q u ire d  by  th e  
pub lic  were ve ry  d is t in c t .  The w ord 'a d m in is tr a t io n ' co u ld  n o t 
b e  he ld  to  imply a  pow er t o  e s ta b l i s h  r i g h t s  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  
th e  prov isions of th e  S t a t u t e . '64 The Suprem e C o u rt th u s  h e ld  
th a t  'p u b lic  r i g h t s '  had  been  i l l e g a l ly  g iv e n  away to  p r iv a t e  
in te r e s ts  and th e se  should b e  resto red  to  th e  p u b lic . On 25 May 
1927 Thom pegged claims on th e  owners' Reserve on p o r tio n  L I o f  
G rasfonteln, to  t e s t  w hether th e  Supreme Court would once again  
hold th a t  th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  pub lic  on th e  farm had be en  ig n o red  
by th e  owners b u t  h is  t e s t  c a s e  in  t h i s  r e g a rd  f a i l e u  55 Two 
days be fo re  th is  Thom pegged a  machine s i t e  on th e  R eserve  a re a  
o f  Con a id  son and C a r lis 's  p roperty  on Welverdiend, c laim ing  t h a t  
t h i s  a re a  had beer illeg a lly  s e t  a s id e  from  p u b lic  p e g g in g  and 
in  t h i s  c a se  t h e  Suprem e C o u rt u p h e ld  h i s  c la im .66I n  e a r ly  
November 1927, in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  t h e  p a s sa g e  o f  t h e  P re c io u s  
S to n e s  k c t,  Thom peg g ed  c la im s  on th e  O w n ers ' R e s e rv e  a t  
G rasfcntein, g iv in g  a s  ju s t i f i c a t i o n  ’th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  t h e  
G overnm ent t o  p r e s s  f o r  t h e  p a s s in g  o f  t h e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  
c la u s e s ,  e sp e c ia l ly  a s  th e y  a p p ly  t o  t h e  l im i t a t io n  o f  t h e  
o w n er 's  r e s e rv e s  t o  250 c l a im s ',  t h e r e b y  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  
g o v e rn m e n t's  d e te rm in a tio n  to  r e s t o r e  t o  t h e  d i g g e r s  t h e i r  
p u b l i c  r i g h t s . 67

From a t  le a s t  e a r ly  in  M arch 1527, I  r e to n  and Thom w e re  
a c t in g  f o r  b a c k e rs  o th e r  th a n  O ppenheim er a n d  J o e l .  T h e i r
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pegging o f  th e  trad in g  re se rv e s  a t  G rasfontein in  March 1927 and 
th e  subsequent Supreme C ourt t e s t  case  was funded b y  some lo c a l 
s to r e k e e p e r s  on th e  d ig g in g s  who d id  n o t  w a n t t o  p a y  t h e  
e x o rb itan t r e n ts  charged  by th e  landow ners o f  th e  farms. N e ith e r  
w e re  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  ofi 1927 in  t h e  
in te r e s ts  o f Oppenheimer and Joel, f o r  t h e i r  i l l e g a l  p e g g in g  o f  
t h e  R eserve  c la im s on G ra s fo n te in  in  Novem ber to o k  p la c e  on 
claims which Oppenheimer and Jo e l had purchased  th rough  th e  High 
L evel Gravel, and th rough  David R ussell o f T reasu re  Trove. T h ere  
i s  no  evidence availab le  which lin k s  O ppenheim er t o  I r e to n  and 
Thom from March 1927. The t e s t  cases th e y  in i t i a t e d  w ere m eant 
on ly  t o  g ive  them legitim acy as th e  d e fe n d e rs  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
t h e  p u b lic  and th e y  becam e p o p u la r ly  known a s  t h e  'd ig g e r s ' 
a d v o c a te s '.  T h is  s t a tu s  g av e  th e m  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
p r iv a te  gain, and they  accumulated SO rese rv e  c laim s on V er lie s , 
and 12 on Welverdiend, valued  c o l le c t iv e ly  a t  some £20 000.58

The t e s t  c a s e s  on t h e i r  own w ere  in s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g e n e ra te  
p u b lic  suppo rt f o r  I re to n  and Thom and, a s  we h av e  n o te d , t h e i r  
r i s e  to  pub lic  prominence was con tested  by o th e rs  who claimed to  
b e  se rv in g  th e  same ends. The t h r e a t  to  ru sh  G rasfontein was n o t  
a  s te p  to  b e  taken  lig h t ly , no r were d igge rs  uniform ly a c c e p tin g  
o f  t h i s  th re a t  t o  su b v e rt th e  law. Some l im ita t io n s  on t h e  form  
o f  popular p ro te s t need th e re fo re  t o  b e  mentioned. I t  seem s t h a t  
th e  poli t i c s  o f th e  d igg ings community was bound up w ith  some 
notion  o f  th e  ru le  o f  law, and t h e  le g itim a c y  o f  p u b lic  a c tio n s  
was determ ined la rg e ly  by  p o p u la r  c o n c e p tio n s  o f  l e g a l i ty .  We 
c an  t r a c e  t h i s  them e th ro u g h  m o st p o p u la r  p r o t e s t  on t h e  
d ig g in g s  in  t h e s e  m o n th s . D is c o n te n t  a t  t h e  E la n d s p u t t e  
proclam ation in  June  1926 was aimed a t  t h e  i l l e g a l  d is t r ib u t io n  
o f  d ig g e rs ' l ic e n c e s  t o  th o s e  newcom ers who a p p lie d  f o r  them  
a f t e r  th e  exp iry  o f  th e  two week deadline. The Mines D epartm ent
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o f fic ia ls  were blamed f o r  no t enforcing  th e  law w ith  r e g a rd  
t o  d ig g e rs  who ru sh e d  w ith o u t lic e n c e s .69 A t t h e  R oodepan  
r u s h  d ig g e rs  w ere p r e p a re d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  i l l e g a l  a c t io n  
'b e c a u se  o f  t h e  d e la y  in  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
announcement proclaim ing t h e  farm  a s  p u b lic  d ig g in g s '.  A t t h e  
T reasu re  Trove p ro clam atio n  in  A u g u st 1326, th e  m ost n o ta b le  
f e a tu r e  was th e  la c k  o f  s u p e rv is io n  and  t h e  p re se n c e  o f  t h e  
law 1.70 The th r e a t  t o  r u s h  G ra s fo n te in  was a lso  e x p re s s e d  in  
te rm s  o f  l e g a l i ty :  ‘t h e r e  i s  g r a v e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  t h e  
p rocedure  adopted by th e  ow ners o f t h e  farm  w hich th e  ow ners 
c o m p le te ly  j u s t i f y . '71 T h e  d i g g e r s '  d e p u ta t i o n  t o  t h e  
M in ister  in  th a t  month was e n tru s ted  t o  c a r r y  t h e  m essage t h a t  
th e  th r e a t  off th e  i l l e g a l  r u s h  w as on ly  in te n d e d  t o  f o rc e  t h e  
governm en t t o  r e c o n s id e r  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  o f  
subdiv ision  and to  have i t  a l te r e d  in  law .72I n  r e sp o n se  t o  t h e  
adv ice  of th e  M in is te r  o f  M ines 't o  obey  th e  la w ', I  r e to n  and  
Thou, in s tru c ted  th e i r  law yers. Advocate A.S. van Hees eind Oswald 
Pirow, to  ta k e  action  in  th e  Supreme C o u r t t o  t e s t  t h e  v a l id i ty  
o f  t h e  ow ners' su b d iv is io n  o f  th e  farm  in to  15 p o r t i o n s .73

Thus a l l  th e  public  actions ta k en  by I re te n  and  Thom in  1927 
had th e  ostensib le  p u rp o se  o f  p r o te c t in g  t h e  p u b lic  r i g h t s  o f  
d ig g e r s  th ro u g h  th e  c o u r ts .  One o f  t h e  l im ita t io n s  on w h ite  
popular p ro te s t w ith in  th e  Union in  t h i s  p e rio d  was t h e r e f o r e  
th a t,  w ithin th e  boundaries o f  an e le c to r a l  sy stem , t h e r e  was a 
need to  XsgiHvate p ro te s t  w ithin th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  t h e  law . In
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th e  case  o f  I r e to n  and  Thom t h i s  was a ch ie v ed  th ro u g h  t h e i r  
sk i l fu l  mavdpulatiWi a£ th e  concept o f  p u b lic  r i g h t s  o s te n s ib ly  
a lre a d y  g u a ra n tee d  by  law  and  p a rlia m e n t. T h is  b r in g s  u s  t o  
a n o th e r  l im i t a t i o n  f a c in g  w h ite  p o p u la r  p r o t e s t  a n d  i t s  
i n i t ia t o r s ,  i r e t o n  a n d  Thom f e l t ,  more k e en ly  t h a n  o b se rv e rs  
r ea lise d , th e  need t o  s ta y  w ithin th e  boundarie s  o f  t h e  law , f o r  
t h e i r  ultim ate end, a s  they  had s ta te d  in  November, was t o  g a in  
e n try  in to  pub lic  o ffice  on th e  d ig g e rs ' v o te ,  in  t h e  P ro v in c ia l  
Council e lec tions of March 1927. A f u r t h e r  l im ita tio n  n e ed s  t o  
h e  m entioned  and t h i s  was t h e i r  need  to  a l ig n  th e m se lv es  a t  
le a s t  formally with th e  po lic ie s  o f  th e  Pact governm ent, f o r  th e  
d i g g e r s '  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  in  t h e  w e s te r n  T r a n s v a a l  h a d  
c o n s is te n tly  v o te d  f o r  t h e  N a tio n a l P a r ty  from  i t s  a d v e n t in  
1915, and th e  Pact was th e r e f o r e  ' t h e i r  g overnm en t1. A ll t h e i r  
p u b lic  ap p ea ra n ce s  in  t h i s  p e rio d  w ere  u n d e rta k e n  u n d e r  t h e  
b a n n e r  and  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  P a r ty .

A t t h e i r  p u b lic  m e e tin g s  on th e  d ig g in g s  I r e to n  and Thom 
fu lly  a r tic u la te d  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p a ckage  o f  a n ti-m o n o p o lis t 
and  sm a ll man p o p u l i s t  dem ands. T h e s e  h ig h ly  e m o tiv e  and  
a c tio n -p a c k e d  p u b lic  m e e tin g s  w ere  t h e  m eans by  w hich th e y  
de livered  th e ir  messages to  t h e  d ig g e rs  and th e y  in  t u r n  w ere 
i n s t r u c te d  toy t h e i r  c o n s titu e n c y . T he u s e  o f  t h e  o p e n - a i r  
meeting was th e i r  response  t o  th e  many challenges to  p rove  t h e i r  
bona t id e s  as th e  d ig g e rs ' r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s .  The f i r s t  o f  su c h  
m eetings, held on 10 .Mwember 1926, i s  a  good exam ple o f  t h i s .  
They were challenged toy th e  M in is te r  o f  M ines t o  p ro v e  t h e i r  
legitim acy. At t h i s  o p e n -a ir  m eeting  a t  G ra sfo n te in  some 7000 
d ig g e rs  congregated t o  e l e c t  t h e  p a r tn e r s  u ran im o u s ly  a s  th e  
d ig g e rs ' r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  'w ith  t h e  pow er t o  ta k e  any  a c tio n  
th e y  deemed n ecessary ' t o  p ro tec t th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  d ig g e rs .  At 
t h i s  meeting Thom and I re to n  re p o r te d  back  on th e  r e a c t i o n  of 
t h e  M in i s te r  t o  t h e i r  de m an d s f o r  t h e  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  
subd iv isions po licy  on th a t  farm. Thom's speech  had  tw o c e n t r a l  
themes: th e  need to  s ta y  w ithin th e  law, and th e  need t o  look , to  
t h e  governm ent f o r  su p p o r t .  'We h av e  h e a rd  a l o t  a b o u t o u r
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ta k in g  th e  law in to  c u r  own hands and r u s h in g  G ra s fo n te in  (he 
s ta te d ), b u t  we a re  n o t going t o  do i t .  The G overnm ent h a s  sa id  
t h a t  we o u s t  n o t break  th e  law b u t  must b r in g  th e  m a tte r  b e fo re  
th e  Supreme C ourt... we must behave ou rse lves. Me m ust have  th e  
Gcwemment with us; we must s tand  by th e  Government, fo r  so long 
a s  we a re  f a i r  to  th e  Government so  w ill th e  Government b e  f a i r  
to  u s . ' Tielman b o g s ,  Chairman o f  th e  T ra n sv a a l N a tio n a l P a r ty  
and M.P. f o r  L ic h ten b u rg , had  d e c la re d  t h a t  t h e  s u b d iv is io n s  
were in tended to  'bend and evade th e  law '. Fo llow ing  t h i s  t a c i t  
s u p p o r t  from an in f lu e n t ia l  N a t io n a l i s t  m in is te r ,  and  w ith  a  
prom ise by th e  M inister o f Mines, F.W. , 'e y e r s ,  t o  in tro d u c e  th e  
le g is la t i on which would re c tify  th e  m a tte r, t h e  d ig g e rs  ro u n d ly  
applauded th e  d e p u ta tio n  and g av e  them  a  m andate  t o  c o l le c t  
s u b s c r ip t io n s  's o  t h a t  t h e  d ig g e r s  c o u ld  f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  
r i g h t s ' . 74

The p lo th o ld e r s  w ere d e s c r ib e d  a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  a s  t h e  
'c a p i t a l i s t  t e rm i te s '.  Lewis and  M arks, e x p la in e d  I r e t o n ,  in  
■pre Bear Mar days had go t a g r ip  on th e  coun try  and had secured 
75 p e r  cen t o f  th e  farms. Now th e y  were n e t  s a tis f ie d  and w anted 
more. Were they  to  waste fo r  no th ing  th a t  b lo o d  and sw ea t th e y  
had  shed in  th e  war?1 I re to n 's  perform ance w as fo llow ed by t h a t  
o f  G en e ra l 'M ania ' M aritz, t h e  ’N a t io n a l i s t  l io n ',  who a g re e d  
th a t  tn e  d ig g e rs  needed  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  gove rn m e n t. T h e  r e a l  
enemy o f  th e  d ig g e r,' declared M aritz , 'w as n o t  t h e  G overnm ent 
b u t  th e  c ap ita lis ts . I t  i s  th e  b lo o d su c k e rs  who a re  c u t t in g  up 
th e  ground. They a re  c u r  m a s te rs . ' M a ritz  s lip p e d  e a s i ly  from 
t h i s  them e to  t h a t  o f  th e  'J e w ish  c o n s p i r a c y ';  'M ho i s  t h e  
biog«!St bloodsucker in  th e  coun try? ' h e  a sk ed , and  in  th e  same 
b re a th  rep lied , T he Jews a re  coming in to  t h e  c o u n try , th e  B oer 
coun try , by th e  thousands. Je ru sa lem  i s  h e re  a lr e a d y .1 M a ri tz 's  
o u tb u rs t s tru c k  a  popular no te  a t  th e  m eetin g , th o u g h  n o t  w ith
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I re to n  and Thom and r o t  with th e  government, whose views M aritz  
w as  e x p e c te d  t o  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m e e tin g .75

The u se fu ln e s s  o f  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  o f  I r e t o n  a n d  Thom t o  
O ppenheim er and  J o e l  em erges v e ry  c le a r ly  a t  t h i s  e v e n t f u l  
pu b lic  meeting. The audience made repeated  re fe ren c e  t o  th e  f a c t  
th a t  i t  was th e  com panies a n d  s y n d ic a te s  and th e  lan d o w n ers  
ope ra ting  on G rasfontein who w ere re s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e  r a p id ly  
esca la ting  c o n f l i c t ,  b e ca u se  th e y  w ere s te a l in g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
th e  pub lic . T h is d issa tis fa c tio n  with t h e  lan d o w n ers  was, a s  we 
have explored e a r lie r ,  only one a sp ec t of O ppenheimer's s t r a te g y  
to  c u r ta il  th e  diamond production  from th e se  digg ings. The o th e r  
was h i s  su p p o r t f o r  a t h e  s m a ll  d i g g e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  
c a p ita lis ts ,  o t  fu n d am e n ta l im p o r ta n ce  in  t h i s  l a t t e r  a ll ia n c e  
was Oppenheimer's e x p lic i t  su p p o r t f o r  th e  'w h ite  la b o u r ' p o lic y  
of I r e to n  and  Thom. I f  w h ite  la b o u r  on ly  w ere  a llow ed  on an 
a l lu v ia l  c laim , h e  rea so n ed , t h e  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  t h e  d e p o s i ts  
w o u ld  b e  l e s s  i n t e n s i v e ,  a n d  t h i s  w ould  d is c o u r a g e  t h e  
investm ent o f c a p ita l in  d ig g in g  o p e ra t io n s  b y  in v e s to r s .  T h is  
would re s u l t  in  th e  permanent s tra n g lin g  o f  diam ond p ro d u c tio n  
from th e  a llu v ia l d igg ings w hich would p re v e n t  o v e rp ro d u c tio n  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c o m p e ti t io n  w ith  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d iam ond 
c o m p a n ie s .76

I ro n ic a l ly ,  t h e  d e ta i l s  o f  t h i s  w h ite  l a b o u r  p o l ic y  w ere  
worked ou t by  th e  ve ry  p roducers who, in  th e  lohg  n m , would b e  
so  d e tr im e n ta lly  a f f e c te d . T he w ork ing  o u t  o f  t h e s e  d e t a i l s  
began on 23 December 1926 a t  a  meeting held  a t  Bakers, t h a t  w as
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c a l le d  t o  d e b a v e  w h at a c t i o n  w as n e c e s s a r y  t o  s p e e d  up  
g o v e rn m e n t i n i t i a t i v e s  on t h e  s u b d iv i s io n  q u e s t io n .  The 
p lo tiio lde rs were maligned ’a s  t h e  enem ies o f  t h e  n a tio n  a n d  o f  
th e  people', ahe companies and s y n d ic a te s  w ere  s in g le d  o u t  a s  
being  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  d ig g e rs  from  th e  r ic h  
g rav e l on G rasfontein, fo r th e  overprcduction  s c a r e  and f o r  th e  
40 p e r  c e n t decline  in  th e  p r ic e  o f  ro ugh  diam onds. I t  w as th e  
p lc th o ld e ts  'who had bought th e  p lo ts  t o  ke ep  t h e i r  fe llo w -iie n  
o f f  th e  farm s (and) I t  was t h e  d u ty  o f  t h e  G overnm ent t o  look  
a f te r  th e  bona-fide  d ig g e r  and (it) had been  prom ised  t h a t  t h i s  
wouta b e  done a s  soon  a s  t h e  n e c e s sa ry  l e g i s la t io n  had  been 
passed . Meantime i t  was a scandal be fo re  Gcd th a t  th e  d ig g e r was 
b e in g  k e p t  o f f  t h e  f a r m . . . .  T h ey  d id  n o t  w a n t t o  s t a r t  a  
r e v o lu t io n  and d id  n o t  in te n d  to ,  b u t  w ith  t h e  h e lp  o f  t h e  
Government th e y  would p u t th e  d ig g e r  in  h i s  r i g h t f u l  p la ce .
T h is  was v e ry  fa m i l ia r  r h e to r ic ,  b u t  th e n  Thom a n d  I r e t o n ,  
p robably ac ting  a s  p ro m o te rs  f o r  th e  ow ner o f  a  n e ig h b o u rin g  
farm, V erlie s  (who d e s ir e d  t o  p r o s p e c t  h i s  farm  a n d  w ork h is  
R ese rv e  c laim s im m edia te ly), announced  t h a t  a  d e a l had  be en  
s tru c k  between them and th e  government t h a t  th e  farm  w ould be 
opened to  prospe cting i f  th e  work th e re  would b e  u n d e rta k e n  by 
w h ite  la b o u r  on ly : ’Only w h ite  men w il l  b e  a llo w e d  t o  w ork  
th e re . T hat w ill g ive  u s  a l l  work f o r  t h e  s ix  o r  se v en  m onths 
t h a t  l i t ig a t io n  (on G ra sfo n te in )  w ill  b e  p ro c e e d in g ,,7aH earty  
a p p la u s e  g r e e t e d  t h i s  a n n o u n c e m e n t f ro m  t h e  c ro w d . 1

This policy, which had now be en  s o  c le a r ly  e n d o rse d  by th e  
d igge rs , revealed  which d ig g e rs  were supporting  I re to n  and Thom. 
They were th e  'new chums', th o s e  a m ateu r d ig g e rs  who had  l e f t  
t h e  c i t ie s  and th e  farms in  th e  hope o f  m aking su d d e n  f o r tu n e s
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and who, b e c a u se  th e y  la c k e d  s u f f i c ie n t  c a p i ta l  w ould n o t  b e  
ta k en  on by th e  la rg e  c a p ita lis t e n te rp r ise s  a s  p r o s p e c to r s  and 
t r ib u te  w orkers t o  w ork th e  R e se rv e  c la im s. Some o f  them  had  
b e en  d i s a p p o in te d  a t  t h e  B a k e rs ,  W o n d e rg a t a n d  W itk l ip  
proclam ations. O thers w ith no c ap ita l to  work th e  de ep  a re a s ,  o r  
t o  p u rc h a se  R e se rv e  c la im s , w ere  a l s o  p r o m in e n t  i n  t h e i r  
camp.79 The dem ands o f  th e s e  d ig g e rs  r e f le c te d  t h e i r  c l a s s  
p o s i t io n  r a t h e r  c lo s e l y .  T hey  de m an d e d  t h a t  a l l  d ig g e r s  
(prospectors and t r ih u to r s )  on t h e  s u b d iv id e d  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  
f a rm s  (on R e se rv e  claim s) b e  ta x e d  on th e  same s c a le  a s  t h e  
e x is tin g  diamond rones; th a t  t h e  su b d iv is io n s  b e  d e c la re d  n u l l  
and void; th a t  d ig g e rs ' l ic e n c e s  b e  lim ite d  t o  th o s e  E u ro p ea n s 
who earned th e i r  l i v in g  th ro u g h  d ig g in g  o n ly  -  a n d  t h a t  r ic h  
farm ers, specu la to rs and oth—  -  ̂ neyed elem ents b e  excluded from 
d ig g in g  a l t o g e th e r .  T hey  a l s o  de m an d e d  t h a t  a n y  f u r t h e r  
p ro specting  b e  c a rried  o u t by w hite  labou r only, w ith  a minimum 
o f  8 'n a t i v e  l a b o u r e r s ' ,  a n d  o n ly  o n e  - l a i a  f o r  e a c h  
d i g g e r . 80

A ll th e se  demands were taken  up in  th e  P re c io u s  S to n e s  Bill, 
in troduced  by  B eyers, th e  M in is te r  o f  M ines, t o  t h e  K ouse of 
Assembly in  January  1927. They had  n o t a p p ea re d  in  any  o f  th e  
d r a f t  a l lu v ia l  diamond l e g i s l a t i o n  in t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  P a c t  
between 1924 and 1926, and were c le a r ly  ta k e n  u p  b y  them  only  
whan th e i r  value  became a pparen t in  la te  1926. Th.: a g i ta t io n  so 
sk ilfu lly  engineered by Irecon and Thom th e r e f o r e  p ro v id e d  th e  
Government with convenient scapegoats -  th e  'c a p i ta l i s t  p e s t s ' -  
fo r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  t h i s  c o n tro v e r s ia l  le g is la t io n .  T hese 
w ere t h e  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  who had  in v e s te d  in  th e  f a rm s  a s  
la n d o w n ers , o r  who h a d  p u r c h a s e d  R e s e rv e  c la im s  on  t h e

79Ih _ e_ S ta r  12 N ovem ber 1926.

fl0£bg_S _ tar 31 N ovem ber 1926, 24 D ecem ber 1926.



subdivided po rtions o f  G ra sfo n te in  and V ie lverd iend . From t h i s  
p o in t, th e  Pact j u s t i f i e d  i t s  a l lu v ia l  diam ond p o lic y  a s  b e in g  
in  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  sm a ll man. S u p e r f i c ia l ly  t h i s  a p p ea re d  
to  b e  so. Numerals l i t e r s  to  th e  M in is te r  o f  M ines th r o u g h o u t  
1927 bear w itness t o  th e  widely iieM b e l ie f  amongst d ig g e rs  ttt&t: 
th e  P a c t was, by  s u p p o r tin g  t h i s  p o lic y , p r o te c t in g  t h e  sm a ll 
man from th e  'c a p i ta l is ts '.  J u s t  w hose i n t e r e s t s  w ere  d ic ta t in g  
po licy  become c le a re r  only once th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  t h e  P re c io u s  
S to n e s  A ct w ere  im p le m e n te d  a f t e r  N ovem ber 1927.

T he a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s , now th e  U to p ia  o f  t h e  s m a l l  m an, 
p ro tec ted  by le g is la tio n  from  c a p i t a l i s t  c o m p e titio n , s a t i s f i e d  
th e  needs o f monopoly c ap ita l from a  number o f  ang les. F i r s t ,  a s  
e a r ly  a s  1924 O ppenheim er s t a t e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  w ay s  o f  
c o n tro l l in g  th e  o u tp u t from  th e  a l l u v i a l  f i e l d s  w as f o r  t h e  
government to  ta k e  th e  power th rough  le g is la tio n  to  r e s t r i c t  th e  
u se  o f  'coloured la b o u r 1 on th e  a l lu v ia l  a re a s ,  r a th e r  th a n  to  
ta c k l e  th e  p r iv a t e  r i g h t s  o f  lan d o w n ers  h e ad -o n . The e f f e c t  
would b e  th a t  only w hites would tie  employed, and in s t e a d  o f  th e  
u se  o f  la rg e  gangs o£ labou re rs  on th e  b e tte r -p ay in g  concerns on 
th e  a llu v ia l d ig g in g s , a  few  w h ite s  m igh t b e  em ployed b y  th e  
more e n te rp r is in g  diggers , and th e  re c o v e ry  would p ro b a b ly  b e  
v e r y  much r e d u c e d .81

The policy o f  one-man one-c laim ; t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  u s e  
o f  b la c k  la b o u r, and th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  t h e  c o m p a n ie s  and  
synd icates formed th e  c o re  of bo th  t h e  d ig g e rs ' demands and  th e  
n e ed s  o f  monopoly c a p i ta l  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  j u n c tu r e .  T h is

S1TES 862, F5/73, 'C onference1, Memorandum, "E. O ppenheim er 
t o  T.V. Beyers, 'Notes on th e  W orld's Diamond P ro d u c tio n , 1924',



in te rsec tio n  meshed r a th e r  n e a t ly  w ith  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  n e ed s  o f  
th e  Pact, m asquerading a s  th e  veh ic le  f o r  th e  a s p ir a t io n s  o f  th e  
sm all man in  h i s  s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s .  I t  was t h e  
lo c al c a p ita lis ts  on th e  f ie ld s  -  bo th  th e  owners o f  t h e  R e se rv e  
claim s on th e  va rious subdivided p o r t io n s  o f  t h e  fa rm s  and th e  
p r o s p e c to r s  and  la r g e - s c a le  d ig g in g  c o n c e rn s  who w e r e  t h e  
vic tim s of th e  pop u lis t p o l ic ie s  o f  t h e  P a c t. We m u st n o t  lo j e  
s ig h t  of th e  fac t, however, t h a t  in  p u r s u i t  o f t h i s  p o lic y , th e  
Pac t was n o t se lf le ss ly  suppo rting  t h e  sm a ll man, b u t  e n su rin g  
th e  dom inance o f  monopoly c a p i ta l  in  t h e  sp h e re  o f  d iam ond  
production. I n  t h i s  p iece  of le g is la tio n  th e re f o re ,  t h e  P a c t  was 
working 'hand in  hand’ w ith th e  diamond m agnates, and  a s  D.F. 
Bsaslin  a sserted , th e  prov isions o f  th e  Precious s to n e s  A ct w ere 
in  f a v o u r  o f  th e  'b ig  i n t e r e s t s '  and  't o  l i . . .  w ith  t h e  s m a ll 
sp ra ts '.82The bonds which w ere fo rg e d  in  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  c r i s i s  
between th e  South African s ta te  and th e  diam ond m agnates grew  
more s tr o n g , and  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  more common o v e r  tim e . T h is  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  se e m s t o  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  R. 
Milliband  th a t  whenever th e  modern s ta te  in te rv en e s th e r e  'i n  an 
exceptionally  s tro n g  position  com pared w ith o th e r  g ro u p s , w ill 
businessmen b e  found to  in fluence  and to  determ ine th e  n a tu re  o f  
t h a t  i n t e r v e n t i o n ' . 83

82MNW 866, mm525/27, 'C omments', C .D.F. B r a s l i n  t 
B e y e rs ,  M in i s te r  o f  M in e s, 4 J u n e  1927.
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C h a p te r  F o u r

COMMUNITY POLITICS ON THE LIGHTEN BURG 
FIELD S, 1926 -1929

The unlucky one, th e  ign o ran t and t h e  o p p re sse d  h a v e  on ly  
one conclusion t o  come to , and t h a t  i s  t h a t  th e y  h a v e  been  
beaten  a g a in .... th e  p o o r d ig g e r  h a s  be en  b e a te n  s o  o f te n  
th a t  h e  has lo s t  f a i t h  in  a n y th in g  b e in g  ru n  s t r a i g h t  f o r  
h i s  b e n e f i t .  He h a s  b e e n  b e a te n  fro m  f o rm in g  s m a ll  
syndicates; b e  h a s  be en  b e a te n  from  o b ta in in g  em ploym ent 
from  sm all com panies; h e  h a s  be en  b e a te n  from  o b ta in in g  
fin an c ia l suppo rt from th e  buyers who a re  mostly on th e  s p o t 
alm ost d a ily ; and l a s t ,  b u t  n o t le a s t ,  h e  h a s  be en  b e a te n  
from  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  one  o f  th e  r i c h e s t  known a l l u v i a l  
f ie ld s  in  th e  world -  namely Nam aqualand -  on th e  g round  
t h a t  t o  h a v e  a l o t  o f  p o o r  d ig g e r s  t h e r e  w o u ld  m ake 
conditions worse than  b e fo re  and c au se  g r e a t e r  s ta r v a t io n  
th a n  a t  p r e s e n t  e x i s t s . 1

T his chap te r examines d ig g e r p o lit ic s  between Decem ber 1927, 
when th e  con troversia l P recious s to n e s B ill becam e law , and  th e  
J u n e  1929 g e n e ra l  e l e c t i o n .  I n  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
Unknown candidate, k j .  Swanepoel, th e  P re sid e n t o f  t h e  D ig g e rs ' 
Union of South A frica  (DU), a  Id ch te n b u rg  r e s i d e n t  and  diamond 
b u y e r  on th e  d iggings, won th e  Idch tenbu rg  s e a t  f o r  t h e  NP. He 
had no pol it i ca l c re d en tia ls  b e fo re  h e  a r r iv e d  on th e  d ig g in g s  
a f te r  resign ing  h is  commission w ith th e  SADF in  1926, and k e p t  a 
low  p r o f i l e  in  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  h i s  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
execu tive  o f  th e  DU in  A pril 1623. He was e le c te d  P r e s id e n t  o f  
th e  DU i n  A ugust 1928. I n  J u ly  1928 a m eeting  o f  N a t io n a l i s t  
d e leg a te s  on th e  d ig g in g s  r e so lv e d  t o  nom ina te  him to  oppose  
Tielman Rods, th e  'N a tiona list L ion ' and lo n g - s ta n d in g  N a tio n a l 
P a r ty  (NP) member f o r  L ic h ten b u rg  (14 y e a r s ) ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e

^T h e S ta r  3 O ctob er  1928.



T ra n sv a a l NP and M in is te r  o f  J u s t i c e  i n  t h e  P a c t  c a b in e t ,  
because  o f  th e  trea tm en t o f  t h e  d igging community by  th e  UP. In  
O cto b er 1922 Boos, u s in g  a l l  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  m u sc le , n a rr o w ly  
s e c u re d  th e  o f f i c i a l  n o m in a tio n  f o r  h i s  L i c h te n b u r g  s e a t .  
S vanepoel, how ever, r e fu se d  t o  c a p i tu l a te  and  announced  h i s  
in te n tio n  to  stand  a s  an Independent N a t io n a l i s t  c an d id a te ; 'He 
was a  staunch n a tio n a lis t b u t (he) contended th a t  an  In d ep e n d en t 
h a d  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  th a n  a  p a r t y  o f  c r i t i c i s i n g  t h e  HP 
le a d e rs h ip .1 In  November 1928 B oos sum m oned t h e  D i s t r i c t  
Com m ittee o f  t h e  NP a n d  w ith d re w  h i s  c a n d id a c y  f o r  t h e  
L ic h ten b u rg  s e a t .  H is d e c i s i o n ,  h e  s a id ,  w as ' t o  g iv e  t h e  
d ig g e r s  a  c h a n c e  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  own r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in  
Parliam ent', sv a n e p o e l was th e n  nom inated  by  th e  NP d i s t r i c t  
com m ittee  and in  Ju n e  1929 h e  won th e  s e a t  f o r  t h e  NP in  a  
t h r e e - c o r n e r e d  c o n t e s t . 2

T h is  exciting  r u ra l  p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e  in  a  w e s te rn  T ra n sv a a l 
constituency  in  th e  l a t e  1920 's  a llo w s u s  t o  exam ine th e  lo c a l  
p o lit ica l consequences o f  th e  P a c t-sp o n so re d  program m e f o r  th e  
ra tionalisa tion  of th e  a l lu v ia l  diam ond d ig g in g  in d u s t ry .  T h is  
r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  was accom plished  th ro u g h  th e  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  
P re c io u s  S to n es  A ct. As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p o lic y  t h e  d ig g in g  
community was tran s fo rm e d ; t h e i r  fo rm er  r i g h t s  w ere se v e re ly  
riza im scrjbed , inc lud ing  th e  r ig h t  t o  p ro d u c e  a s  many d e m an d s  
a s  th e y  cou ld  s e l l ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  u n f e t t e r e d  a c c e s s  t o  new 
dep o sits  o f  g rave l w ithin th e  U nion. As a  p r iv i le g e d  community 
o f  in d e p e n d e n t w h ite  p ro d u c e rs , th e y  c o n s id e re d  t h i s  p o lic y  
ch an g e  to  b e  a b e tra y a l  b e c a u se  th e y  dep en d e d  upon a c lo se  
re la tio n sh ip  w ith t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e s e  r ig h ts .

‘ T h is  p a ra g ra p h  on A.J. S w anepoe l i s  g le a n e d  fro m  t h e  
fiallcwing sources; H. R e itz  fed.) Die N asionale  Boek. P r e to r ia ,  
1932 , p p .621,• J .P .  B r i t s ,  T ie lm a n  R oos: S v  R ol in  d ie  
S uid-A frlkaanse Politiek . 1907-1935. P r e to r ia ,  1979, p p .232-234; 
T h e _ s t a r  12 A p r i l  1928, 26 A p r i l  1923, 4 J u n e  1929.



T h is  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d e f in e d  t h e  c o n te n t  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
id e o lo g y  w hich s t r e s s e d  t h e i r  a n t ip a th y  t o  th e  'm o n ey -b ag s ' 
w hose c e n t r a l i s in g  and  ■monopolising p r o c l i v i t i e s  th r e a t e n e d  
th e i r  p riv iledged  a c c e s s  t o  'p u b l ic ' p r o p e r ty . I t  a ls o  d e fin e d  
t h e i r  r a c i a l  a t t i tu d e s  to w a rd s  'p e r so n s  o f  c o lo u r ' who w e re  
simply seen  (ard used) a s  labou re rs , w ith o u t t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  
own claims o r  to  handle diamonds. Indeed f o r  some d ig g e rs  even 
t i l l s  was to o  much, and th e y  w ished  t o r  a  s t r i c t  w h ite  la b o u r  
p o l i c y  t o  b e  f o llo w e d  on t h e  d ig g in g s .

The s u p p o r t  a n d  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  o f  c e n t r a l  
Importance in  understanding  th e  p o lit ic s  o f  th i s  community. From 
1924 th e i r  re la tio n sh ip  w ith th e  Pact government was v e ry  c lo s e . 
A lm ost 95 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  w h ite  d ig g in g s  p o p u la t io n  w e re  
A frikaners, nearly  70 p e r  cen t came from th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
T ransvaal, and th e  m ajority  o f  them had voted  f o r  t h e  HP in  t h e  
1924 e lec tion .3 Indeed th e  NP saw th e  d ig g in g  com m unity in  t h e  
sou th-w estern  d is t r ic ts  o f  th e  T ransvaal a s  am im portan t s e c tio n  
o f  th e i r  r u ra l  suppo rt and prom ised c o n tin u ed  s t a t e  p ro te c t io n  
t o  them, extended and continuous proclam ations o f  more a l lu v ia l  
grave l, and th e  eventual throw ing open of th e  Native R ese rves t o  
p ro specting  (which th e  SAP had always opposed). The fo u r  w estern  
Transvaal c o nstituencies  o f  C hristiana , V entersdorp, L ic h te n b u rg  
and  V iolm aransstad form ed th e  hub  o f  t h e  NP s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  
T ransvaal p la tte land , and i t  was in  th e se  w estern  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  
t h e  d ig g in g  com m unity  was c e n t r e d .4 I n  a n o th e r  n in e

3T h e_ S la r 14 F e b ru a ry  1927; Die K ark b o d e  4 May 1927.

4A. van  N iekerk , 's o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  a n d  R u r a l  P o l i t i c s :  
N ational P a r ty  S u p p o r t in  th e  G enera l E le c tio n  o f  1315, w ith  
s p e c ia l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n s t i tu e n c i e s  o f L ic h te n b u r g  a n d  
ffo lm a ra n s ta d ',  u n p u b l i s h e d  H o n o u rs  e s s a y ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
W itw ate rsrand , 1984, p p .3 -4 ; s e e  a l s o  T . C ly n ic k , 'C h ie f s ,  
C on c es s io n a ire s  and D iggers  on th e  T la p in g  A llu v ia l Diamond 
Diggings in  th e  Taungs R ese rv e , 1895-1923 , u n p u b lis h e d  p a p e r  
p r e s e n te d  to  t h e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f t h e  W itw a te r s ra n d  H is to r y  
W orkshop  C o n fe re n c e , F e b r u a r y  1987.



constituencies  in  th e  Union th e  d ig g in g  com m unity was s a id  t o  
h av e  had  an im p o rta n t im p a c t .5 T h is  m akes t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between th e  d igging community and th e  P ac t an im portant a re a  o f  
a n a ly s i s .  The P a c t 's  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  t h i s  com m un ity  w as 
severely  s tra in ed  by th e  passing  o f  t h e  P re c io u s  s to n e s  A ct in  
December 1927. T h is  c h a p te r  exam ines th e  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c ts  o£ 
t h i s  on th e  HP and i t s  su p p o r t  on th e  L ic h te n b u rg  d ig g in g s .

Diggers were obviously n o t  p a s s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  a c to r s  in  t h i s  
p e riod , a s  h a s  been  a s s e r te d  by  some h is to r ia n s .  B ecause  th e  
digg ing  community was re p re s e n te d  p o l i t i c a l l y  by  Tielman Roos 
u n t i l  1929, and t h e r e a f t e r  by  a c a n d id a t e  who s to o d  a s  a  
N ationalist, i t  was assum ed t h a t  th e  d ig g e rs  had  a  harm onious 
p o lit ic a l re la tionsh ip  w ith  th e  HP le a d e rs h ip .6 C on tem poraries 
had  a  d if fe re n t view: th e y  d id  n o te  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  am ongst 
th e  d ig g e rs  b u t  charac terised  any p o lit ic a l deviance from t h e  HP 
p a r ty  l in e  as South African P a rty  (SAP) propaganda. In d e p e n d e n t 
cand ida tes who stood fo r  'd ig g e r s ' i n t e r e s t s  w ere  a ls o  s e e n  a s  
doing  so because o f  SAP propaganda. Tielman Rcos warned d ig g e rs  
th a t  th ro u g h  th e  influence o f  th e  SAP vide  we s h a l l  ag a in  h e a r  
t h e  In d ep e n d en t c a n d id a te s  who d e s i r e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  c e r t a i n  
s e c t i o n s . . . .  T he  d u ty  o f  t h e  NP i s  p l a in  -  v o te  f o r  t h e  
N ationalis t candidate  where th e re  i s  one p u t up, b u t  i f  th e r e  i s  
no N ationalis t candidate, vo te  f o r  th e  c a n d id a te s  o f  t h e  L abour 
P a r t y . V e t  t h e  SA P 's in v o lv e m e n t  in  p o l i t i c s  on  t h e  
d igg ings was minimal, as Smuts acknowledged in  1929, and th e  SAP

5T he S t a r  20 O c to b e r  1926.

6See fo r  example A.E. K rause, 'D ie  L ic h te n b u rg se  A llu v ia le
Diamantdelwerye, 1926-1945: n ' S os io-E konom iese  G esk ied e n is ', 
M.A. d is s e r ta t io n ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  P r e to r i a ,  1966; J .S .  K o tze ,
'G eskiedenis van  d ie  W es-T ra n sv aa lse  D iam an t-de lw erye1, M.A. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  P o tc h e fs tro o m  U n iv e r s i t y ,  1972.

7T h e _ s ta r  18 Janu ary  1927.
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n e v e r  s e r io u s ly  c on tem p la ted  g a in in g  th e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  
d igge rs .8 Thus when NP spokesm en p la c e d  t h e  b lam e f o r  d ig g e r  
d is s a t i s f a c t i o n  on SAP p ro p ag a n d a , lo c a l  d ig g e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  
denied th e  charge  as crude  a ttem p ts by th e  p a rty  t o  explain away 
genuine lo c al p o lit ic a l g rievances a g a in s t  t h e  P a c t  governm ent, 
Th is c o n flic t between th e  p a rty  and i t s  p o p u la r  b a s e  th u s  t e l l s  
u s  much about t h i s  am bivalent re la tio n sh ip  and o f  th e  p o l i t ic a l  
consciousness o f  th e  d igging community, s a id  t o  h av e  c o n s is te d  
o f  'p oor w hites’ who had l i t t l e  power o f  t h e i r  own to  d e te rm in e  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  f o r t u n e s .9

P o litic a l developments on th e  d ig g in g s  b e fo re  D ecem ber 1927 
c lea rly  repealed  th e  v u ln e ra b ility  o f t h e  NP on th e  q u e s tio n  o f  
th e i r  popular legitim acy and th e  genuineness o f  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  
p ro tec t th e  small man. An exam ple o f  t h i s  was t h e  r e sp o n se  of 
t h e  NP t o  th e  p o p u la r  movement a s s o c ia te d  w i th  X re to n  a n d  
Thom.'10 In  1927 th e  NP was o u trea ch e d  by  t h e  dem ands o f  t h i s  
lo c a l  d ig g e rs ' movement which s o u g h t a  v ia b le  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
econom ic program m e f o r  th e  m a rg in a lise d  d ig g in g  com m unity. 
I n i t i a l l y ,  p o p u la r  su p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  movement was l im i t e d  t o  
spontaneous dem onstrations f o r  more g ro u n d  and  d is s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w ith government o ffic ia ls  on th e  d ig g in g s . Soon more am b itio u s 
demands were made fo r  th e  s ta te  t o  in te r fe re  in  th e  f r e e  m arke t 
by ex p ro p r ia tin g  th e  R e se rv e  c la im s o f  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and 
e s ta b l ish in g  a  's m a ll m an's d ig g in g s ' f o r  w h ite  d ig g e rs  on ly . 
These demands were made w ithin th e  ambit o f  th e  P a c t's  p o l i t i c a l  
and esotioiiiiC programme, which pu rported  t o  s e rv e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  'p o o r  w h ite '. A ll th e s e  schem es o f  t h e  d i g g e r s  w ere

9See  f o r  e x a m p le  R, D a v ie s ,  f

l0S e e  C h a p te r  3 a b o v e .



dependent upon th e  patronage of th e  s ta te  and th e  suppo rt of th e  
Pact, and th is  c lea rly  lim ited th e i r  m a n o eu v rab ility . B ecause  o f  
t h i s  lim ita tio n  I re to n  and  Thom co u ld  n o t  t u r n  t h e i r  p o p u la r  
rh e to r ic  in to  a v iab le  p o lit ic a l programme, and w ere, th e re f o re ,  
no t ab le  to  e n te r  in to  th e  realm o f  p a r ty  p o l i t i c s .  And d e s p i te  
frnguen t suggestions from d isillu sioned  d iggers , Ire ton  and Thom 
d id  n o t  j e t t i s o n  t h e i r  a lleg ian c e  to  th e  NP u n t i l  l a t e  1927 .

Once th e  r a m ific a t io n s  of th e  new a l lu v ia l  p o lic y  becam e  
c le a r ,  many d ig g e rs  th r e a t e n e d  t o  f o llo w  t h e i r  own c l a s s  
In te re s ts  ou tside  o f  th e  HP, which th e y  f e l t  was u n sy m p a th e tic  
to  t h e i r  n e e d s .T h e s e  th e m e s  becam e  e s p e c i a l l y  im p o r ta n t  
following th e  penn.igc o f  th e  Vvvcirws S to n e s  A ct in  December 
1927. This chap te r th e re fo re  b e g in s  w ith  an exam ina tion  o f  th e  
im pact o f  th e  A ct on th e  Lichtcnburg d igging community, i t  th e n  
exam ines i t s  e f f e c ts  f o r  t h e  n a tu re  o f  d ig g in g  p o l i t ic s ,  and  
f i n a l ly  i t  exam ines th e  p o l i t ic a l  im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  t h e  n p .

The Precious Stones Act was th e  H P's p o l i t i c a l  s ta te m e n t to  
th e  d igging community. I t  c lea rly  d e m o n s tra te d  a d e te rm in a tio n  
to  c o n t r o l  t h e  w o rs t  e x c e s s e s  o f  l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t  
en trepreneursh ip , and to  b ring  the  small, bona fid e  d ig g e r  u n d e r  
th e  patronage of th e  s ta te . The p rice  paid f o r  t h i s  was h eavy  -  
to ta l  s ta te  c o n tro l  o f  th o  n a tu re , scope and form  o f  a l lu v ia l  
digg ing  w ithin th e  Union. Tho ex ten t and n a tu re  o f  t h i s  c o n tro l  
was only revealed a f te r  th e  B ill became law , when th e  b e tra y a l  
o f  t h e  d ig g in g  com m unity  by  th e  P a c t  b e ca m e  c l e a r .

Even while tho  Act was being guided o v e r  i t s  l a s t  h u r d le  a t  
th o  J o in t S i ttin g  of tho  Houses of Parliam ent e a r ly  in  November 
1927, impoverished d igge rs , d r iv e n  by h u n g e r  f o r  more ground , 
in s is ted  on what they  saw a s  t h e i r  p u b lic  r i g h t  t o  d ig  on th e  
R eserve claims on th e  U e h tc n b u rg  farm s, on A November Thom 
a d d r e s s e d  ' t h e  L.ng-sA. g .i t i tu r in .j  t h a t  h a s  b e en  s e e n - o n



Grasfontedn': because M in is te r  B e y ers  had  g iv e n  h i s  word t h a t  
th e  P recious Stones B ill would b e  passed  w ithout any amendment, 
t h e  d igge rs , h e  announced  t o  t h e  c o n s te rn a t io n  o f  t h e  m ining 
o f f i c i a l s ,  cou ld  peg  th e  g ro u n d  on th e  o w n ers ' R e s e rv e s  on 
Portions s ,  T, and U o f  G ra s fo n te in  in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  t h e  A ct 
throw ing  th e  ground open to  th e  public . 'W ith a  chee r resem bling  
th a t  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  g r e a t  r u sh , t h e  m eeting  b ro k e  up  and 
d ig g e rs  sped fo r  t h e  p o r t io n s  nam ed.' T h is  d is p la y  o f  p o p u la r  
ju s t ic e  h o rrif ie d  Beyers, th e  M in ister o f M ines: 't h e  p e g g in g  o f  
t h e  ow ner's and d isc o v ere r's  c la im s  on S, T, and U o f  th e  farm  
was a lto g e th e r ille g a l and when th e  new B ill was p a sse d  peg g in g  
w ou ld  s t i l l  b e  i l l e g a l , 1 h e  s t a t e d .  I t  w as o n ly  w ith  t h e  
g re a te s t  o f  d if f ic u lty  t h a t  d ig g e rs  w ere  p e rsu a d e d  t o  r e f r a in  
from digg ing  on th e i r  newly acquired  c laim s on th e  R e se rv e s  o f  
G rasfontein. Beyers was n o t  p o p u la r .  'T he  M in is te r ... h a d  s e n t  
so  many messages th a t  th e y  d id  n o t know w here th e y  s to o d ',  and  
because  o f  t h i s ,  s ta te d  Thom, h e  w ould r e f u s e  t o  p u l l  up  h i s

More bad news was to  follow. The Regulations p u b lish ed  u n d e r  
th e  new Act revealed  th e  f u l l  e x te n t o f  th e  g overnm en t's  d e s ig n  
fundam entally t o  a l te r  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g . F i r s t ,  
although  th e  Act elim inated th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  
Beyers, fo r  f e a r  o f e n co u rag in g  d ig g in g , made no p r o v is io n  t o  
throw  th e i r  Reserve claim s open  to  p u b lic  peg g in g . Second , h e  
p r o h ib i te d  a l l  p ro s p e c tin g  in  th e  Union f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  o n e  
ye a r. F inally, he announced th a t  th e  Namagualand d e p o s i ts  w ould 
b e  withdrawn from pub lic  pegging and nationalised . They would be  
w orked by  'p o o r  N am agua landers ' f o r  w ag e s  i n  a  s t a t e - r u n  
e n te rp rise . Thus a t  one s tro k e  Beyers b ro u g h t  t h i s  in d e p e n d e n t 
in d u s try  to  an ab ru p t ha lt, and da sh ed  a l l  h opes t h a t  t h e  r ic h  
dep o sits  o f  a llu v ia l g rave l a t  L ic h ta n b u rg  and on th e  c o a s t  o f

11The S ta r  4 Novem ber 1927.
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N am aqualand w ould b e  th ro w n  open t o  th e  d ig g e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  
f u r th e r  p ro specting  would open up new d e p o s i ts  th ro u g h o u t t h e  
Union f o r  them. He furtherm ore  d e c id e d  s t r i c t l y  t o  c o n tro l  t h e  
numbers o f  new d igge rs , by lim it in g  th e  is s u e  o f  new lic e n c e s ,  
and r e s t r i c t i n g  th e  s c a le  o f  d ig g in g  o p e ra t io n s  a llow ed  on a  
p ub lic  a llu v ia l digging: 'T h e re  a re  to o  many d ig g e rs ,1 h e  s a id ,  
'and th e r e  m ust b e  f e w e r1 and  new r e g u la t io n s  w ould h e lp  t o  
l i m i t  a n d  s c a t t e r  t h e  d i g g e r s . 12

Thom was o u trag e d . A t t h e  e le v e n th  h o u r  t h e  M in is te r  had  
be trayed  th e  poor d ig g e rs  and made a  p re se n t o f  th e  d ig g in g s  t o  
th e  c ap ita lis ts . The M inister, h e  s ta te d , had  made a  b ig  m is tak e  
and th e y  were t i r e d  o f  t h e  word o f  a  member o f  t h e  G overnm ent 
who d id  n o t  c a r r y  i t  o u t ' .  T h e  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A c t, t h e  
te stam en t o f  good w il l  t o  t h e  sm a ll d ig g e r ,  was now t h e  m ost 
laughable in  th e  h is to ry  o f  t h e  c o u n try  a s  i t  was in te n d e d  t o  
h e lp  Mr S o lly  Jo e l ,  S i r  E r n e s t  O ppenheim er and  th e  diam ond 
magnates'. Thoms's sentim ents were echoed by o th e r  lo c a l  le a d e r s  
because  on th is  is su e  of more ground a l l  d ig g e rs  w ere f o r  once 
un ite d  in  opposition. Beyers in tended  to  c u t down t h e  num ber o f  
d ig g e rs  by  l im itin g  th e  a v a i la b i l i ty  o f  new g ro u n d , and t h i s  
touched  th e  digg ing  community a s  a w hole. The 'new  M u sso lin i1, 
B eyers, t h e  M in is te r  o f  M ines, was b lam ed f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  
a f f a i r s  ahd  r e s o lu t io n s  w e re  p a s s e d  a t  v a r i o u s  m e e tin g s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  d ig g in g s  c a l l in g  f o r  an e x p la n a tio n  from  th e  
M in i s te r ,  o r  f o r  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n . 13

T h is  b e t ra y a l  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  'b ro k e n  p ro m ise s ' by  t h e  
Pact, and n o t mere ne g lec t o f  du ty , a s  c r i t ic s  had p e rc e iv e d  th e

12The St a r  13 D ecem ber 191 / .  F o r  b a c k g r o u n d  s e e  t h e
fo llo w in g : The S t a r  12 O c to b e r  1927, 3 D ecem ber 1927, 20 
D ecem ber 1927, 21 D ecem ber 1927.

13The S ta r  12 N ovem ber 1927.
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trea tm en t of th e  d igging community in  th e  previous 18 m onths t o  
be. H ie te n o r  o f d igging p o lit ic s  was a lte re d  by t h i s  b a r r a g e  oE 
r e g ' : ' 'e-'1ons; "Bombshell fo r  t h e  D igge rs" , r a n  one h e a d lin e  and 
"Dest  ? itio n  and In d ig n a t io n "  a n o th e r .14 N o n p lu sse d  a t  t h e  
in te n t io n s  o f  t h e  Act, and in c e n se d  a t  th o  'M u c s c l in i - ty p e 1 
a ttitu d e  s tru c k  by M in is te r  B eyers, t h e  d ig g e rs  exp loded  in to  
p o lit ic a l a c t iv i ty .  T h is  ran g e d  from  th e  p ro p o n en ts  o f  d i r e c t  
action , ' '  reatened to  s e iz e  more g ro u n d  b e fo re  C h ristm as, 
and who . -> lished  a  'C om m ittee o f  A c tio n 1 t o  do  so , t o  th e  
more m odera te  s t y l i s t s  o f  t h e  d e p u ta tio n  and  th e  p a t i t i o n .15 
In c o n tra s t to  e a r lie r  p ro te s t,  t h i s  b e t ra y a l  o f  t r u s t  r e s u l te d  
in  w holesale d is a f fe c t io n  o f  d ig g e rs  to w a rd s  th e  NP. D iggers 
w ithout ground, o r  working in  par'.n ersh ip s and sha res  with o th e r  
d igge rs  on th e  exhausted p u b lic  a re a s  o f  t h e  f ie ld s ,  f e l t  t h i s  
b e tra y a l ve ry  keenly. The r e s t r ic t io n s ,  r a n  one  re p o r t ,  c re a te d  
a  w elter  o f  p r iv a t io n , and th e  p o v e r ty  was in c r-  i s i n g  d a ily :

The peeple a re  .thou t feed; hundreds o f  fa m ilie s  have  
had a bad tim e 'i iring  c i.ristm as and a re  in  a  s t a t e  of 
abso lu te  depression a t  th e  outlook  f o r  t h e  New Y ear.... 
N ationalists, o f whom th e re  a re  thousands on th e  f ie ld s  
a re  blam ing th e m se lv es f o r  b e in g  su c h  f o o l s  a s  t o  
accep t th e  gua ran tees t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  sm a ll 
man wculd be lockec. a f t e r  and th . i t  t h e r e  w ould b e  no 
fu rth e r  pandering to  c a p ita lis tic  i n t e r e s t s .  B efo re  th e  
Diamond B ill war cen t through  th e se  men placed so  much 
re liance  on th e  s in c e rity  o f  th e  G overnm ent t h a t  th e y  
a c c e p te d  t h e  p ro m is e s  m ade t o  th e m  b y  M in i s te r  
Beyers... th a t  they  passed a  vo te  o f  c o n fid e n ce  in  him, 
and th e  Government, b u t  to d a y  th e y  r e a l is e d  t h a t  th e  
bread  i s  being taken  ou t o f  th e i r  mouths and  t h a t  th e y  
h a v e  be en  b l u f f e d .16

14TjLe S t a r  14 D ecem ber 1927.

15r h e  S ta r  29 November 1927, 3 Decem ber 1927, 13 December
1927, 20 D ecem ber 1927.

16Th.e S ta r  31 Decem ber 1927.
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A.J. van d d r  H erve, a p r o f e s s io n a l  d ig g e r  a n d  sp o k e sm a n , 
cap tu red  th e se  fe e lin g s  n e a t ly  in  December 1927: ' I  am an  o ld  
N a t i o n a l i s t ' ,  h e  s a id ,  'a n d  a lw a y s  th o u g h t  t h a t  w hen a 
KeUcnoUtol uvvvin-.ivjit tu  yower to e  pcor man would g e t  h i s  
r ig h ts . ' Instead  ho faced th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  becom ing a  'w h ite  
K affir -  th a t  was to  say , a p o o r w h ite '. The NP h a d  b e tra y e d  
th e  peer fo r an a llia n ce  w ith  th e  m ining c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and t h i s  
w as shown by th e  c u t.iL iis i ir .o n c  o f  t h e  s t a t e  d ig g in g s  in  
Karagualar.d.*' 'K-* ic r . 't  w ant s t a t e  d ig  , in q s , ' i t  was s ta te d  
o r  Kelvcrdic.-.J in  th e  :>me r tn th ,  ‘.is wo a re  n o t  go in g  t o  work 
to r  fca iiir wages, a s  th e y  do on th e  ra ilw a y s . I f  th e s e  f i e l d s  
a rc  han.l-.xi r  ;  a th e  t r i  n .n  wo sh a ll have to  work a s  s la v e s , 
and th e  p r o f i t s  wi’ l  1 c  roapc-J by to e  f o r e ig n e r s . '18 C lea rly  
t h e n ,  t h e s e  m a rg in a l i s e d  d ig g e r s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  P a c t ,  o r  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  NP, had  b e t r a y e d  t h e i r  t r u s t .

The a rr iv a l of to o  V.Lico Mobile Column on th e  L ic t. te n b - .g  
d igg ings in  Coct'.-ior 1%7 f  :.*V;.t.i;icd th e  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  d i r e c t  
a c t i tn ,  and to e  g w o m r-  r.t str:c> ; a v i ta l  olow fo r  law and o r d e r  
when they  finally  o->t:r.x! a  ...nvicticn ag a in s t Thom f o r  h i s  ro le  
in  pegging too  Recrs-.-cs cf •..•flvor-iiar.d in  November 1927. Thoms' 
c r - v ic t ic n  noa n t th e  vanroV. i t i r n  - f  h i s  d a g g e r 's  c e r t i f i c a t e  
and he was c-xpcllr-J i r t r .  th “  I.ito f .onbcrg  d ig g in g s .19 Yet t h i s  
d e a r  s igna l f r t n  too  g tv e m r.-n t th a t  they  were no t p re p a re d  to  
to le ru tu  ‘trcubl-a-nakcru1 ushered in a new, r a th e r  more complex, 
r-n ricd  o f  p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i ty  which posed a  more fu n d am e n ta l

MtlW ' K ssc n b u rg . G ra s f o n te ln
Ntoi'.-kix-peru'i: v i . i l ii-n. I'<. jv.-ii [o r  in te rv ie w  w ith  M in is te r
in  c - n n e c t i o n  w ith  r e n t s ' ,  M in u te , M in ing  C o m m issio n e r 
K lc r , .sd -  • , 70 N ovem ber 1027.



c h a lle n g e  to  th e  p o l i t ic a l  hegemony o f  th e  HP t h a n  h a d  t h e  
in c h o a te  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  o p p o r tu n i s t s .

T h e  D ig g e rs ' U nion o f  S o u th  f tf r ic

The D ig g e rs ' Union o f  S outh  A fr ic a  was la u n c h e d  on th e  
L ichtanhurg digg ings in  August 1927. I h e  e a r ly  h is to r y  o f  t h i s  
popular o rganisation is  s to rm y and c o n fu s in g , i t  war. lau n ch ed  
a f te r  th e  s ta tu to ry  d igge rs  rep rese n ta tiv e  bcxK , th e  L ic h ten h u rg  
Diggers' Ccr.ritteo  v i s  a rc '.lrhod , b e ca u se  o f  i  a r s  t h a t  i t  was 
b e in g  ta k e n  o v e r  by 'ra -iic .iV  -U ggers in  May 1927.20 The DU 
was cvcrshadswed by th e  a :!v«uto3  c i  d ir e c t octic... in  th e  
months which prectxicti ttie  [ \ |::;V|'3e o f  th e  P rccia .^  Stones A ct in  
D e c e n b e r  1527.

The DU was in i t ia l ly  on ly  s u p p o r te d  by c la im h o ld e rs , ab o u t 
c n c -q u a rte r  o f  th e  to ta l  d ig g e r:; in  November 1927.21- I t  c a lle d  
f o r  an orderly  p r c 'j r a n - o  ct" new p ro c la m a tio n s  and f o r  'm ore' 
gcverir.on t cn th e  dig-jin-jc. Thsss'a r.casage of d i r e c t  a c tio n  w-.s 
f u r  Rote a ttr a c tiv e  to  th e  ra irjin .iliscd  d igge rs  a t  t h i s  tim e  and 
so  th e  DU languished in th u  b a ck w ate rs  o f  lo c a l  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  
d is tingu ished  cn ly  when th e i r  c o s tin g s  w ere  b ro k en  up  by Thom

MtiW 179, nn588/27, 'L ic h te n b u rg  D ig g e rs ' C om m ittee . 
Chiirje o f  Extortion and Abolition, 1927’, R e p o rt by G. B orcher, 
S e c re ta ry  f o r  t h e  B oard  o f  C o n t ro l  f o r  A l lu v ia l  Diamond 
'.n terests , 'Incpu-ticn  R eport c :  o f f i c e s  o f  D ig g e r's  Committee, 
L ic h ten b u rg  d i s t r i c t ' ,  15 March 1927; c. J a c k , A cting  Mining 
Commissioner t o  U nder S e c re ts - y  f o r  H ines, Ref. mcc37/27, 'In  
cennecticn w ith Hoirlnaticns fo r  e lec tion  of L i^ ite n b u rg  D ig g e r's  
Comnittce', 11 May 1927; Thn_gtnr 2 November 1926, 11 November

21H«W 898, mm2332/27, 'R e p o r t  o f  m e e tin g  M in ing
Com m issioner K lurkudorp . Q a o c tio n  o f  P ro c la m a tio n  o f  new 
G round ', 'N otes o f  a m oo ting  h e ld  in  t h e  M in s t e r 's  O ff ic e  
betw een r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  L ic h ten b u rg  D ig g e r 's  and th e  
Hcncurabla M inister f o r  Mines on we ' esday 23 November 1927 a t  3



and h i s  s u p p o r te r s ,  o r  b y  som e o t h e r  a d v o c a te  o f  d i r e c t  
a c t i o n .22 F o llo w in g  T hom 's u n t im e ly  p o l i t i c a l  d e m ise  in  
Decem ber 1927, th e  DU was r e o rg a n is e d  on a  more s y s te m a tic  
basis , co llec tions of membership f e e s  began , b ra n c h e s  w ere  s e t  
up on th e  lo c a l  d ig g in g s  and a c o n s t i tu t io n  w as draw n u p .23 
I t s  program m e now e x p lic i t ly  a d d re s se d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
small man, because th e  M inister had cap itu la ted  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  diamond m agnates by  c lo s in g  Nam aqualand, d is a llo w in g  
p r o s p e c t in g  and  b y  a t te m p t in g  t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e  d i :g e r s .

The new P re s id e n t o f  t h e  DU was F .J . R heedars , a  fo rm e r  
member of th e  old Orange F re e  S t a te  v o lk s ra a d  and  w ell-know n 
farm er-d igge r a t  l-ichtenburg, who saw th e  need  f o r  d ig g e rs  to  
speak with one voice in  o rd e r  to  ob ta in  redress: 'I f  we ap p ro ach  
Mr B eyers a s  one m an', ho  s t a t e d ,  'h e  m u s t l i s t e n  t o  u s . '  
Therefore, h e  said, 'l e t  u s  form a b ig  body in  o rd e r  t h a t  we may 
make o u r in fluence  f e l t . '2-1 The DU's program m e c a l le d  f o r  th e  
proclamation o f  more ground and th e  rev e rsa l o f  th e  d e c is io n  to  
deck  r e  th e  Namaqualand f ie ld s  -  t h e  r ic h e s t  a l lu v ia l  f i e l d s  in  
th e  w orld -  o u t o f  bounds t o  t h e  d ig g e rs ,  and t h i s  w as i t s  
drawcard. By la te  December th e  Diggers Union was 'on th e  e v e  of 
g re a t  changes' as d ig g e r p o lit ic s  w ere  r e o rg a n is e d  in  t h e  wake 
o f  t h e  g o v e rn m e n ts  b r e a c h  o f  p r o m is e .25

22See MNW 898, mm2332/27, 'R ep o r t o f  M eeting ', J .  Senekal, 
P residen t Delwers Unie t o  M inister fo r  Mines, 17 Novem ber 1927; 
MNW 892, mml866/24, 'D is sen sio n  o f  D iggers ' C om m ittee/U nion 
October 1927 over deputation to  M inister of M ines', 'Memorandum 
of In terview  with Mr Z-J. Senekal, House of Assembly, 18 O ctober 
1927', R ef. m m ctS ll/27 ; The S t a r  3 December 1927, 12 O ctober

23T he S t a r  29 D ocom bor 1927.
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The DU’s  r i s e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p ro m in e n c e  in  1928 r e s u l t e d  
d ire c tly  from th e  callous trea tm en t o f  th e  d igg ing  community by 
Beyers, and th e  P a c t c a b in e t. T h e ir  r e sp o n se s  t o  t h e  d ig g in g  
community read a s  a combination o f  bad tim ing  and a comedy of 
p o l i t i c a l  e r r o r s .  The DU i n i t i a l l y  s tu c k  t o  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
and kep t i t s  nose ou t of p a r ty  p o l i t ic s ,  a lth o u g h  th e  m a jo rity  
o f  i t s  members were N ationalists, o r  had supported th e  NP a t  th e  
l a s t  e le c t io n .25 T he DU w as t h e r e f o r e  an  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  
producers drawn to g e th e r  by common in te re s ts , and th e re fo re  'a l l  
d ig g e rs  w ere  members o f  t h e  D ig g e rs ' P a r ty 1.27 In  t h e  f i r s t  
few months of 1928 i t  seemed a s  i f  th e  community would t r e a t  
th e i r  b e tra y a l a s  a p u re ly  'd om estic  c o n ce rn '. T h is  was n e a tly  
i l lu s tr a te d  a t  a  DU meeting h e ld  a t  P o tche fs troom  in  F e b ru a ry
1928. The chairm an , J.P . Nel, was a  N a t io n a li s t s u p p o r te r  who 
s ta te d  t h a t  th e  d ig g e rs  m ust n o t h e  a f r a id  t o  c r i t i c i s e  t h e  
g o v e rn m e n t e v e n  i f  t h e y  w ere  N a t io n a l i s t s :  ' I f  t h e y  saw 
in ju s tic e  being done to  th e  People of South A fr ic a  i t  was t h e i r  
d u ty  no m a tte r  w hat t h e i r  P a r ty  t o  a i r  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s . '28 
These d iscussions then  cen tred  on th e  person of th e  M in is te r  of 
Mines, r a th e r  than  th e  NP in  genera l and moves w ere soon a fo o t 
in  N ationalis t c irc le s  to  'up set Mr B ey ers ' a p p le  c a r t ' , f o r  th e  
Minist er  was to o  buckram and unbending’ in  th e  a t t i t u d e  h e  had 
ta k e n  up  to w a rd s  t h e  d i g g in g s .29

The 'buckram' M in is te r  p roved  a m ost d i f f i c u l t  opponen t. A 
v e rita b le  flood of deputations was despatched to  p le a d  w ith  him 
to  rev e rse  h is  decision t o  decla re  Namaqvisland a  s t a t e  d ig g in g s . 
T he DU was p a r t i c u l a r l y  v o c a l .  E a r ly  i n  D ecem ber 1927 a

3 F e b r u a r y  1928. 

27T he S t a r  29 D ecem ber 1927.

28T he P o t c h e f s i r oc.m H era ld  28 F e b r u a r y  1928. 

29T he P o tc h e fs tro o m  H e ra ld  6 M arch 1928.
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demands, b u t announced th a t  w ithin th re e  weeks c e r ta in  a re a s  on 
G ra sfo n te in  would b e  p ro c la im e d  a s  a r e s t r i c t e d  a l l u v i a l  
digg ing .36 Five days la te r  th e  Department o f  M ines c lo sed  down 
th e  l a s t  rem a in ing  com pany on t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  d ig g in g s ,  
WaLvardicnd Diamonds, throwing a t  le a s t  SCO d ig g e rs  o u t  o f  wage 
work.37 Max T hcun issen , chairm an o f  th e  DO R e lie f  Committee, 
ascribed  th e  increase  in  poverty on th e  d igg ings d ir e c t ly  t o  t h e  
government's policy; 'I  cannot re f ra in  from  e x p r e s s in g  th e  view  
(he said) th a t  th e  same policy of d r if t ,  which was a t t r ib u te d  to  
th e  Smuts Gvt (sic.), p a rticu la rly  in  r e g a rd  t o  th e  1922 s t r ik e ,  
i s  now being w orthily  c a r r ie d  o u t by th e  p r e s e n t  Government, 
through  th e  medium o f  t h e  M in is te r  o f  M ines.'38 I t  was f re e ly  
s ta te d  th a t  'as M inister Beyers op d ie  delwerye d u rf  ve rskyn , hy 
v e rs k a e r  s a l  w ord.... Die g e v o e l  i s  o o r  d i e  a lg em e en  b a le  
v e r b i t te r d  w ant d ie  raense r e d e n c e r  d a t  d i e  R e g e r in g  d ie  
delw erye w ill dood druX d e u r  d ie  d e lw ers  u i t  t e  h o n g e r . '39 A 
tremendous wave of a n ti-g o v ern m en t se n tim e n t g rew  and 'l a r g e  
g a th e r in g s  w ere p r a c t i c a l l y  u n a n im o u s  in  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  
overthrow  th e  p rese n t G overnment1. ‘10 Avowed N a t io n a l i s ts  were 
lo u d e st in  th e ir  condemnation and wore determ ined  to  'th ro w  a l l

36MHW 898, ra»2332/27 , 'R e p o r t  o f  M e e tin g ',  T e leg ram , 
M inister fo r  Mines to  M.C. B rink and F .J . R heeders  (P res id en t, 
DU), 24 F e b ru a ry  I'OH.

’,7 KNw 901, mm2525/27, 's e c r e t a r y  N a t iv e  A f f a i r s  r e  
A p p lic a tio n  o f  S ec tio n  73(2) P/S A ct 44 /27 ', Com m issioner o f  
Police to  Secre tary of Mines, Ref. 5AP1/179/27, 'P re c io u s  S to n es  
Act Mo.44 of 1927', 29 February  1928; The P o tch e fs tro o m  H erald

3fiMv'W 918, ir.m496/28, ’Lichtonbur} D iggings (P o v e rty  on th e  
D igg ings) ', M. T heunissen , Chairman, R e lie f  Committee, t o  th e  
L ichtenburg M a g is tra te , 'r e  P a u p e r R e l ie f ,  29 F e b ru a ry  1928.



th e i r  p o litica l in fluence  in to  t h e  s c a le  a g a in s t  w hat th e y  saw 
a s  a  p o lic y  o f  s p o li a t i o n 1. The DU u rg e d  t h a t  membe: 3 o f  t h e  
House of Assembly rep resen ting  digging comunities sho u ld  re s ig n  
notw ithstanding th e  f a c t  th a t  th e i r  o rganisation  was p u rp o r te d ly  
a p o l i t i c a l . 41

The T ransvaal N ationalist HP's were repo rted  to  b e  behind th e  
'w ire -pu lling1, and they  s ta te d  th a t  Beyers ought t o  b e  re p la c e d  
by  'Mr Rocs (who) i s  t h e  on ly  M in is te r  who h a s  t h e  p a tie n c e , 
t a c t  and c o u ra g e 1 to  s e t t l e  th e  d ig g in g  prob lem .42 Advr. a te  
A.S. Van Hees, a  h ig h - ra n k in g  o f f ic ia l  in  th e  T r a n s v a a l  NP,
v is i te d  a l l  t h e  e v i l  on th e  o f  M ines, who, h e  u rg ed ,
sh o u ld  re s ig n  i f  h e  fo iln - ''.e ban  on p r o s p e c t in g .43
The T ransvaal N ationalis ts  ;Ore c once rned  when th e
Delimitation Commission r e p - . %he d ig g in g  p o p u la tio n  in
th t. w estern Transvaal, was include., w ithin severa l c o n s titu e n c ie s  
and n o t  a s in g le  com pact c o n s t i tu e n c y .44 I n  th e  L ic h ten b u rg  
constituency  d iggers constitu ted  W p er c en t o f th e  t o t a l  num ber 
o f  v o t e r s .  The d ig g in g  q u e s t io n  la y  'L ik e  a P a l l  o v e r  
Parliam ent', s ta te d  th e  P o tche fs troom  H erald  in  M arch 1928.45

T here  were lo c a l  r ip p le s  o f  t h i s  d i s c o n te n t  a s  w e l l .  In  
V entersdorp th e  shortage  of a lluv ia l g rave l tit th e  Droogepan and 
R eism iezbuit d ig g in g s  r e s u l te d  in  th e  lo c a l  b ran c h  o f  t h e  NP 
indulg ing  in  some ‘v igorous c rit ic ism ' o f  t h e  M in is te r  o f  M ines 
and h is  r e s t r ic tiv e  policy. This vocal objection was ta k e n  up by

41 I b id .

M arch  1928.

F e b r u a r y  1928.

44T h e  P o tc h e fs tro o m  H era ld  11 May 1928.
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t h e  P o tch e fs tro o m  Town C o u n c il, w h ic h  e x p r e s s e d  s im i l a r  
s e n tim e n ts .46 A d e p u ta tio n  from  th e s e  d ig g in g s , l e d  b y  M rs 
H.H. Steyn, t h e  roost p rom inen t le a d e r  o f  t h e  Women's N a tio n a l 
Pa rty  in  th e  Transvaal', was d e sp atc h ed  t o  se e  th e  u n f o r tu n a te  
Minister., bearing a p e titio n  which appealed f o r  more ground  and 
signed  by 90 p e r  cen t o f th e  c laiinhciders on th e  d igg ings , o th e r  
w estern  T ran sv a a l lo c a l b ra n c h e s  began  to  s p o n so r  t h e i r  own 
programmes f o r  t h e  a l le v i a t i o n  o f  d i s t r e s s  o c ca s io n ed  by t h e  
po lic ie s  of th e  M inister. The JClerksdorp b ran c h  o f  t h e  NP a lso  
'requested  M inister Beyers to  repeal th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  re g a rd in g  
prospecting o f  p riv a te  farms, as a lso  th e  r e s t r ic t io n s  on p eop le  
who may l e g a l l y  d i g ' . 47

B a y e rs  w as u n b e n d in g . T h e  p r o c la m a tio n  o f  p a r t s  o f  
G rasfontein in  March 1928 a s  a 'R estric ted1 digg ing  was a d ism al 
f a i l u re .  More th a n  4000 'd e s e rv in g ' d ig g e rs  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
lo t t e r y  f o r  c laim s, and on ly  a  1000 w ere  s u c c e s fu l .  D e s p i te  
th is ,  and th e  s c a le  o f  d e p r iv ia t io n  w hich was h ig h lig h te d , a t  
t h e  c lo se  o f  March 1928 B eyers r e i t e r a te d  h i s  g o v e rn m e n t 's  
in te n t io n  n o t t o  r e c o n s id e r  t h e i r  Mamnqualand p o lic y .48 The 
p o li t ic a l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p o lic y , he f e l t ,  w ould b e  n e g lig ib le  
and h e  was convinced th a t  th e  d ig g e rs  would always v o te  f o r  th e  
NP: ' I t  would be an a c t  o f  fo l ly  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs  to  
vo te  fo r  (the SAP), a  p a rty  to  which th e  Diamond sy n d ic a te  owed 
a lL cq ian ce .,- . The . l i t e r s  w ould t h e r e f o r e  a lw ays oppose  t h e  
Oppcnhoimnr p a r ty .115 B eyers was c o r r e c t  in  t h in k i n g  t h a t

^ Ih O-.Star 8 May 1928, 10 May 1928, 15 May 1928, 18 May
1928,19 Hay 1928, 22 May 1928) Tha Pc tchefstroom  H erald 15 May

47Tha Klerkrviorp R

T he P o tc h e fa tro o m  H o rn ld 30 M arch  1928.

I J u n e  1928.



t h e  P o tch e fs trc o m  Town C o u n c il, w h ic h  e x p r e s s e d  s im i l a r  
s e n tim e n ts .46 A d e p u ta tio n  from  th e s e  d ig g in g s , l e d  b y  M rs 
H.H. Steyn, t h e  most p rom inen t le a d e r  o f  t h e  w omen's n a t io n a l  
P a r ty  in  th e  Transvaal1, was d e sp a tc h ed  t o  se e  t h e  u n f o r tu n a te  
M inister, bearing  .1 p e titio n  which appealed f o r  more g ro u n d  and 
signed  by 90 pe r c e n t o f th e  c laim hciders on th e  d igg ings. O the r 
w estern T ra n sv a a l lo c a l  b ra n c h e s  b egan  to  sp o n so r  t h e i r  own 
programmes f o r  t h e  a l le v i a t i o n  c£ d i s t r e s s  o c ca s io n ed  by t h e  
po lic ie s  o f  th e  M inister. The K le rk sd o rp  b ran c h  o f  th e  NP a ls o  
'recr e sted  M inister Beyers to  repeal th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  re g a rd in g  
p ro specting  of p r iv a te  farms, a s  a lso  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on p e o p le  
who may l e g a l l y  d i g ' . 47

B e y e rs  w as u n b e n d in g . T he p r o c la m a tio n  o f  p a r t s  o f  
G rasfontein in  March 1928 a s  a 'R estric te d ' digg ing  was a  d ism al 
f a i l u re .  More th a n  4000 'd e s e rv in g ' d ig g e rs  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
l o t t e r y  f o r  c laim s, and on ly  a  1000 w ere  s u c c e s fu l .  D e s p i te  
th is ,  and th e  s c a le  o f  d e p r iv ia t io n  w hich  was h ig h lig h te d , a t  
t h e  c lo s e  o f  March 1928 B eyers  r e i t e r a t e d  h is  g o v e rn m e n t 's  
in te n t io n  n o t  t o  r e c o n s id e r  t h e i r  Nam aqualand p o lic y .48 The 
p o li t ic a l  re su lf-s  o f  t h i s  p o lic y , h e  f e l t ,  w ould b e  n e g lig ib le  
and h e  was convinced th a t  th e  d ig g e rs  wculd always vcfce f o r  t h e  
HP: ' I t  would be an a c t o f  fo l ly  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs  t o  
v o te  f o r  ( the  SAP), a p a rty  t o  which th e  Diamond S y n d ica te  owed 
a lle g ia n c e .. . .  The d ig g e r s  would t h e r e f o r e  a lw ays oppose  t h e  
Q ppenheim cr p a r ty . ’49 B eyuta was c o r r e c t  in  t h in k i n g  t h a t

4* r h e _ s ta r  a May 1928, 10 May 1928, 15 May 1928, 18 May
1928,19 May 1928, 22 May 1928; The Potchefa troom  Her a ld  15 May



d ig g e rs  would ne t suppo rt th e  SAP; b u t h is  c a lc u la t io n s  d id  n o t 
in c lu d e  tlv ; p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  d ig g e rs  would abandon th e  NP.

T hat th e  d ig g e rs ' p lig h t was growing d e sp e ra te  in  t h e  m iddle  
months of 1926 was i l lu s tr a te d  by even ts  le a d in g  to  t h e  K ada lie  
S trik e  in  June  1926, involving 35 000 A fr ic an  la b o u re r s  a c ro s s  
t h e  e n t i r e  le n g th  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s .50 On F r id a y  15 J u n e  a 
•meeting of th e  K3 reso lved  th a t  because  of t h e  f a l l in g  p r ic e  o f 
diamonds, due they  s ta te d  t o  competition from th e  s ta te  d ig g in g s  
in  Namaqualand, a  b lanket reduction  in  th e  w ages p a id  t o  claim  
w orkers was in  order.51 On Monday 18 June  some 5000 w o rk e rs  on 
B ra sfo n te in  came o u t  on s t r i k e  in  p r o t e s t  a g a in s t  t h i s ,  t h e  
u ltim ate  c o st-cu ttin g  a lte rn a tiv e  of th e  m arg inalised  d ig g e r .  On 
Tuesday th e  movement spread  spontaneously t o  o th e r  s e c t io n s  o f  
th e  f ields, and by Wednesday th e  e n tire  a rea  o f  th e  d igg ings was 
id le . Rapid consu lta tion  between th e  D ire c to r  o f  N ative  L abour, 
M ajor H.S. Cook, t h e  DU, and  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  and  C om m ercial 
Workers Union follow ed  in  an e f f o r t  t o  r e s o lv e  th e  c r i s i s .  On 
Friday the  DU rescinded th e i r  d e c is io n  o f  a  p re v io u s  week and 
th e  s t r i k e  was te rm in a te d , b u t  i t  had  r a i s e d  a n u m b e r  o '  
im portant issues. The m arginalised d ig g e rs  cou ld  h a rd ly  a ffo rd  
to  pay  'l iv in g  w ages' in  a  d e c lin in g  m arke t, a rg u e d  t h e  DU, 
w ith o u t t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  g e t t in g  more g ro u n d .52 Many o f  t h e  
d ig g e rs , a lth o u g h  n o t a l l ,  were n o t in  a p o s it io n  t o  pay  any 
w ages on a r e g u la r  b a s is ,  and one o f  th e  c o m p la in ts  o f  t h e

50JUS 421, F i le  No. 3/978/26 , 'F a c tio n  F ig h t  a t  A l lu v ia l
Digging Transvaal 1926. Native S t r i k e  a t  D igg ings (June  1928)',
■R eport o f  M e e tin g  h e ld  in  S o u th  A f r ic a n  P o l ic e  O f f ic e ,  
E la n d s p u t t e ',  20 J u n e  1928. S e e  a l s o  H. B r a d fo r d , 'T h e  
In d u s tr ia l and Commercial Workers Union o f  A fr ic a  in  t h e  South 
A frican Countryside, 1924-1930', Ph.D. t h e s is ,  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  th e  
W itw a te r s ra n d , 1985, p p .2 3 9 -2 4 6 .
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s t r ik e r s  was th a t  th e  majority o f employers f a i l e d  t o  pay  wages 
in  months when no f in d s  wore rec o rd e d . A ll th e  b lam e f o r  th e  
s tr ik e  was placed on th e  d ig g e rs  by th e  a u th o r i t i e s .53 The DU 
fo r  i t s  p a rt blamed the  a lluv ia l policy of th e  M in is te r  o f  Mines 
who r w f r k to d  th e  proclamation of new ground and m arke ted  th e  
Namaqualand diam onds in  c o m p e ti tio n  w ith  t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  
production, when th e  argum ent f o r  th e  r e s t r i c t i v e  p o lic y  was 
o v e r p r o d u c t io n .511

A t th e  end of Ju ly  1928 th e  d ig g e rs  p re s e n te d  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  
th e  T ran sv a a l HP A nnual C ong ress t h a t  ‘G overnm en t, a n d  i f  
n e c e s sa ry  P a rlia m en t, c lo se  t h e  N am aqua land  d ig g in g s  and  
p ro h ib it th e  export o f n il Numnqtudand d iam onds', and rec o g n ise  
th a t  th e i r  po lic y  was lead ing  to  poverty and d e s t i tu t io n  fo r  the  
d igg ing  community which supported a t  le a s t  40 000 w hites (w h ils t 
th e  mining companies, which wore b e n e fitin g  from t h i s  po licy , 
employed few er  th a n  7000 w h ite  w o rk e rs ).55 The C ongress  was 
u n s y m p a th e t ic ,  and  U ooti'u r e a c t i o n  w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d ishearten ing : 'The Hanaqualand f ie ld s  had been  procla im ed  fo r  
th e  so le  reaso n  o f  en ab lin g  th e  poo r w h ite s  th e r e  t o  o b ta in  
em ploym ent,1 h e  s t a t e '  and i f  th e  d ig g e rs ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
'c a r e fu l ly  c o n s id e re d ' t h e i r  o b je c tio n s  t o  t h i s  p o l ic y  t h e i r  
g r i e v a n c e s  'w ou ld  b e  d i s s i p a t e d ' . 56

M a tte rs  began  to  move r a th o r  r a p id ly  from  t h i s  p o in t .  In  
August 1928 th u  DU held i t s  f i r s t  Annual Conference and e le c te d  
a  now E xecu tive , a .j , Sw anopoel w as n o m in a te d  a s  t h e  new

53JUS 421, M in tin. i.")7#/20, 'F a c tio n  F ig h t ',  'R e p o r t  o f
M e e tin g ',  20 Jun..- I'V ii.
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P residen t o f  th e  DU.57 'The DU,1 commented th e  p r e s s ,  'h a s  now 
p u t i t s  house in  order, and th e  e lec tion  o f  Mr A.J. Sw anepoel a s  
P residen t i s  an indication  th a t  th e  Union i s  a s  a c t iv e  a s  ev e r , 
and I s  lik e ly  to  make i t s  p re se n c e  f e l t  in  t h e  n e a r  f u tu r e . '58 
Swanepoel declared h i s  p o l i t i c a l  te s ta m e n t  a t  t h i s  m eeting: 'T 
an a N ationalist... and one o f  th e  w orkers who p la ce d  th e  p a r ty  
in  power. Tcday I  am s t i l l  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  
p a r ty ,  b u t  I  am no w o rsh ip p e r  o f  pe rso n s ."  T h e  d ig g e r s ,  h e  
continued, had a du ty  t o  remove any wheel in  th e  p a rty  machinery 
t h a t  w as lo o s e ,  and  i f  t h e y  d id  n o t  rem o v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  
M inister!. is t ru c t io n  th e n  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s  would re ig n  o v e r 
th e  s raa ll Ban. T h e i r  rem edy, h e  concluded , la y  in  th e  b a l lo t  
box. 'Away w ith  B oyers,' a g re ed  th e  C ongress. 'Away w ith  th e  
Government, and away w ith  th e  w hole o f  th e  N a tio n a l P a r ty . '59 
These sentim ents were widely held, and immediately follow ing  th e  
C ongress, p la n s  t o  g e t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  P a r l ia m e n t  w ere  
a n n o u n c e d  by  m em bers o f  t h e  DU.60

At le a s t  th re e  members o f  th e  DU executive  announced p lans to  
Stand  a s  In d ep e n d en t c a n d id a te s .  One o f  th e m . C a p ta in  Max 
Theunissen, c h a im in  o f  th e  DU R e lie f  Committee, rea so n ed  t h i s  
way: Why shou ldn 't th e  d iggers , who r e p r e s e n t  o n e -tw e n tie th  o f  
th e  population, no t be represen ted  by t h e i r  own man, who w ould 
no t be bound ‘hand and foo t' by th e  d e c is io n s  o f  a  caucus?  'Mr 
Boyers, Mr Roos, th e  C abinat, and th e  w hole o f  t h e  N a t io n a li s t 
Party  worn rfnprjnsiele  ftSir th e  p lig h t o f th e  d igg ing  commuiiiLy,'

57T iie S t a r  2 A ng u n t 1926.

58Ibiii.

S91,hP S ta r  6 Ju ly  1928. See a ls o  The s t a r  2 A ugust 1928, 7 
August 1928, 6 September 1928 fo r  fu r th e r  confirm ation o f  th d se  
f e e l i n g s .



d ig g e r s  cou ld  e s t a b l i s h

digging questions in  P a rlia m en t i t s e l f .  B rin k  was an 
md h is  d e c is io n  t o  s ta n d  a s  an  In d e p e n d e n t D igger

supporting th e  Namaqualand digging scheme which Brink saw a; 
e  so lu t io n  to  th e  'poo r w h ite  q u e s t io n 1. A.J. Sw anepoel, ii

Swanepoel I s  th a t  stamp of man. His being a  r e s id e n t  o f

today , and  i^ in g

s tr o n g  cam paign to  r e c a p tu r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  su p p o r t  o f  t h e

August 1928, 16 A ugust 1928, 17 A ugust 1928.
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d ig g in g  community. B ut Sw anepoei was n o m in a te d  b y  t h e  NP 
b r a n c h e s  on t h e  d ig g in g s  a s  t h e i r  c a n d id a t e  f o r  t h e  
c o n s t i tu e n c y .64 T h is  move c a u s e d  a  'p o l i t i c a l  s e n s a t i o n ' 
because  th e  Lichtenburg constituency  was almost e n t ir e ly  merged 
in  th e  d iggings.65 'T h is  means (an o b s e rv e r  no ted) t h a t  i f  Mr 
S w anepoe l's name i s  in c lu d ed  in  th e  p u re ly  p a r ty  nom ination  
(sic) th e re  is  ev ery  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l i s ts  v o tin g  in  
h i s  f a v o u r  in s t e a d  o f  f o r  Mr R o c s . '66 T h e  p o l i t i c a l  
ra m if ic a t io n s  o f  t h i s  w ere m anifo ld . The p o s s ib i l i ty  o f R ocs 
'f a l l in g  fo u l ' o f  th e  d ig g e rs  would b e  'm ost u n d ig n if ie d ' f o r  
such a  sen io r member o f  th e  p a rty  and a severe  blow to  th e  p a rty  
p r e s t i g e .67 On th e  o th e r  hand , sw anepoei was d e te rm in e d  to  
s tand  f o r  th e  s e a t  even sh o u ld  t h e  NP D is t r ic t  Com mittee n o t 
nominate him: 'he  proposes to  co n tes t th e  s e a t a s  an In d ep e n d en t 
N a t io n a li s t ,  a s  h e  d o e s n o t  in t-  nd t h a t  t h e  d e c is io n  o f  t h e  
c a u c u s  s h a l l  b e  b in d in g  on h im . . . . '68

Every e ffo r t was thrown behind Roos's cam paign to  r e c a p tu r e  
th e  d ig g e rs ' v o te . B eyers, t h e  u n f o r tu n a te  M in is te r  o f  Mines, 
was summararily r e ti re d , and Roos was -ppointed A cting  M in is te r  
in  Id s  stead . With th e  p e rso n a lity  u f  B eyers  th u s  c o n v e n ie n tly  
excised from th e  public  eye, Roos hoped th a t  he could assume th e  
mantle o f  th e  sav iour u . th e  d igging community. His campaign was

64T h e  S t a r  22 N ovem ber 1928.

65T he S t a r  2 A u g u s t 1928 , 16 A u g u s t 1928.

66T h e  S t a r  22 N ovem ber 1928



summed up by one sim ple h e a d lin e : 'Mr R oos's P o t o f  Honey1.69 
He a rr iv e d  a t  Lichtenburg in  A ugust 1928 b e a r in g  m e tap h o r ic a l 
g i f t s  f o r  th e  d igge rs  whom he though t could b e  e asily  bought, by  
p ro m ise s  o f  new ground  and a  r e la x a t io n  o f  t h e  'T z a r - l i k e ' 
a t t i t u d r  o f  B a y ers . T he DO, w h ich  m et w ith  t h e  M in i s te r ,  
p r e s e n te d  a  memorandum o f  13 p o in ts  and Roos a g re ed  to  a l l  
p o in ts  w ith o u t any r e s e rv a t io n .70 He a g re e d  t o  p r o c la im  19 
unptctiaim eti po rtio n s of G rasfontein form erly h e ld  by  t h e  lo c a l  
c a p i ta l_ s t s .  'When I  was in  Cape Town,' commented Sw anepoel 
s o u r ly ,  'M r B eyers s a id  t h a t  a n y  f u r t h e r  p ro c la m a t io n s  a t  
Welverdiend were im possible.' Now i t  was m ira cu lo u s ly  ach ieved  
in  a  s in g le  moment- 'Yes (he continued) th e  e le c t io n  i s  d raw ing  
n e a r . '71 Roos a ls o  re a d i ly  a g re e d  t o  t h e  th r o w in g  op en  o f  
Goedgedacht and H olfontein farm s in  t h j  Ventersdorp d i s t r i c t  f o r  
d igge , s  on th e  Roodepan d ig g in g s  who h a d  b e e n  a g i t a t i n g  
fu rio u sly  fo r  th e  opening o f  more ground in  t h e  a re a  t o  r e l i e v e  
t h e i r  d i s t r e s s .  He a g re e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  
'removing undesirab les' from th e  locations on th e  d ig g in g s  and  a 
more s tr in g e n t a p p lic a tio n  o f  t h e  p a s s  law  on th e  d ig g in g s .72 
And w ith a  f in a l  f lo u r is h  h e  s ta te d  th a t, so  im pressed  was h e  
w ith th e  'schemes o f  reo rgan isa tion  o f  th e  D ig g e rs ' Union' t h a t  
h e  would c o n s id e r  an o f f i c ia l  a llow ance  to  t h e  Union f o r  th e  
g ood  w ork  th e y  h a d  d o n e .73 He a ls o  h a d  g i f t s  f o r  h i s  
c o n s titu e n ts  who were no t d ig g e rs .  He te m p o ra r ily  d a zz led  th e  
L ic h te n b u rg  Town Council and th e  C ham ber o f  Com merce by  
p ro m is in g  to  su p p o r t  a schem e f o r  t h e  p r o c la m a tio n  o f  t h e

69T h e  S t a r  20 S e p te m b e r  1928. 

70T h e  S t a r  10 A u g u s t 1926.
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Townlands (which had Been prospected  n e a r ly  18 m onths be fo re ) , 
th e re b y  hop ing  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  lo c a l  r e t a i l i n g  and  com m ercial 
en trep reneu rs  who had developed ex tensive  in te r e s ts  in  supplying 
th e  d igging community.74 T hese c a p i t a l i s t s  c o n s t i tu t e d  one  of 
th e  f a s t e s t  grow ing s e c t io n s  o f  t h e  lo c a l  economy and t h e i r  
continued p r o s p e r i ty  was c lo se ly  t i e d  t o  t h e  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  
d ig g e rs  th e m se lv es. On th e  more s ig n i f ic a n t  q u e s tio n s  o f  th e  
Hamaqualand scheme and of s ta te  c o n tro l of p ro d u c tio n , how ever, 
R oos w as d e a th ly  s i l e n t .

Rocs's s ilences w ere ominous f o r  th e  f u tu r e  o f  th e  d ig g in g  
community. H is 'p o t  o f  honey1 o f fe re d  nu lo n g  te rm  s o lu t io n s , 
f o r  th e  government had  d e c la re d  i t s e l f  in  f a v o u r  o f  monopoly 
c o n tro l  o f  th e  diamond in d u s t ry .  As one d ig g e r  p u t  i t ,  ' t h e  
r i c h e s  a r e  b e in g  k e p t  f o r  t h e  G o v ern m e n t a n d  t h e  
c a p i ta l i s t s . '75 The g o v e rn m e n t's  p o lic y , i t  was c le a r ,  was 'to  
c lo se  a l l  th e  T ran sv a a l d ig g in g s ',  and t o  v i s i t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
co n tro l on th e  poo r d ig g e rs .76 T h is  u n d e r ly in g  h id d e n  agenda  
became clear e r  tow ards th e  conclusion of 1928. The m uch-vaunted  
H elverdiend proclamation was a to ta l  f iasco : t h e  a re a  o f  g round  
availab le  was in su ff ic ien t fo r  th e  thousands o f  d ig g e rs  who to o k  
p a r t  in  th e  b a llo t fo r  claims, and d iggers  who drew  c la im s w ere 
o f fe re d  up  to  C300 f o r  t h e i r  c la im s .77 A t G o e d g e d a c h t and  
H olfontein th e re  were s im ila r  p rob lem s. Roos’s  p ro m ises  t o  th e  
DO th a t  th e  s ta te 's  diamond p ro d u c tio n  from Ham aqualand w ould 
n o t a ffec t th e  ru ling  p r ic e  fo r  Lichtsnburg stones was b e l ie d  by 
a  drop in  p r ice  o f local s to n e s  o f  betw een te n  and tw e n ty  p e r

74T h e  S t a r  18 A u g u s t 1928.

75T he S t a r  16 A u g u s t 1926.

76 I b id .

77The S ta r  9 A u gu st 1928.



ce n t In  November 1928.78 T h eu n issen , one  o f  th e  In d e p e n d e n t 
D igger candidaces, declared th a t  th e  d ig g e rs  w ere  'b lu ffe d  in to  
th e  re c e n t vo te  o f  confidence in  Roos 'b y  prom ises  w hich would 
n e v e r  b e  f u l f i l le d ,  and by th e  s la u g h te r  o f  a  few  f a t  o x e n , 
whkti provided a  meal fo r hundreds of hungry diggers , who became 
Roos's su p p o r te rs  f o r  th e  d a y .' 'Now1, h e  c o n tin u ed , 'th e y  a re  
h u n g ry  again  and  n o t  one  o f  t h e  M in i s t e r 's  p r o m is e s  h a s  
m a te r i a l i s e d ,  a n d  a s  so o n  a s  t h e  L io n  i s  n o m in a te d  f o r  
L ic h te n b u r g  th e y  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  v a n is h  in  sm o k e .'79

Swanepoel was a lso  unimpressed with th e  M in is te r 's  p rom ises. 
Roos, h e  sta ted , had only made th e se  concessions b ecau se  th e  DU 
had  hammered him re p e a te d ly  on th e s e  i s s u e s .80 As f o r  t h e  
P ac t's  commitment to  th e  p o o r  w hite , th e y  w ere de term ined  to  
t u r n  t h e  d ig g e rs  in to  'w h ite  K a f f i r s '  -  w o rk e r s  on r e l i e f  
schemes on sta rv atio n  wages -  such as th o se  poor Namaqualanders 
on th e  s t a t e  d ig g in g s . 'We w ant g ro u n d ,1 h e  added . 'We d o n 't  
w an t t o  w ork  l i k e  k a f f i r s . . . .  We w an t t o  b e  
s e l f - s u p p o r t in g . |81The governm ent, c o n tin u ed  Sw anepoel, h a d  
fa iled  t o  d eal adequately with th e  q u e s tio n  o f  poo r w h ite s , f o r  
when th e  Pact came to  power in  1924 th e re  were an estim a ted  120
000 poor whites and o f  th e se  only 25 000 had  been  employed on 
th e  railw ays b u t 'a t  such a  wage th a t  they  and t h e i r  o f f - s p r in g  
would remain p o o r w h ite s  f o r e v e r '82 I f  t h e  Caucus o f  th e  NP 
v o te d  f o r  Roos, s t a t e d  S w a n ep o e l, h e  w ould  s ta n d  a s  an  
Independent N ationalist: 1  want you to  vo te  fo r  th e  man who can

78T he S t a r  6 N ovem ber 1928.

79f h e  S t a r  6 S e p te m b e r  1928.

80T he S t a r  20 S e p te m b e r  1928.



do h i s  b e s t  in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  d ig g in g  com m unity '.83 In  
November rumours swept th e  digg ings o f  t h e  fo rm atio n  o f  a  new 
p a r ty ,  t h e  S outh  A fr ic an  W orkers P a r ty , and  S w a n ep o e l w as 
mentioned a s  i t s  in it ia to r .84 He had p re s e n te d  a  memorandum o f  
th e  d igge rs ' grievances t o  th e  S&LP e a r l i e r  in  t h e  y e a r  which 
g av e  substance t o  th e  rumours th a t  he  would meld th e  'N a tiona l 
C o u n c il  g r o u p  o f  t h e  L a b o u r  P s r t y '  w ith  'w o rk in g  c l a s s  
N a t io n a l i s t s ' t o  fo rm  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  new p a r t y . 85T h is  
r a is e d  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  t h a t  d i s s a t i s f ie d  in d e p e n d e n t w orking 
c la s s  N ationalists would make ga in s  in  c o n s t i tu e n c ie s  w here th e  
w o rk e r s  v o te  p re d o m in a te d .

When th e  SAP advised d ig g e rs  a t  L ic h ten b u ry  to  su p p o r t  t h e  
In d ep e n d en t c a n d id a te s , Roos f e l t  o b lig e d  to  r e c o n s id e r  h i s  
nomination t o  th e  seat. His decision was c e r ta in ly  a ls o  co lou red  
by  events in  Namaqualand a t  t h i s  ju n c tu r e .  A g roup  o f  ’R ad ica l 
I jich tenbuigers1, led  by th e  now n o to r io u s  Thom o f  G ra sfo n te in  
fane , had variously  decamped from th e  lic h te n b u rg  f ie ld s  to  P o r t 
N ollo th , th e  n e a r e s t  s e ttle m e n t t o  th e  s t a t e  d ig g in g s . T h e re  
th e y  agit ated  and p ro tes ted  again st th e  HP's po licy , th r e a te n in g  
to  's torm ' th e  digg ings un less  a  h e a r in g  w ere  g iv e n  them .86 An 
Independent N ationalist, th e  Reverend D.P. Steenkam p, announced 
h i s  c a n d id a c y  t h e r e  a s  an I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t io n a l i s t  f o r  
Namaqu a lan d  a t  a  s to rm y m eeting a t  th e  p o r t  tow n, d e c la rin g  
h im s e lf  e n t ir e ly  d is i l lu s io n e d  w ith  th e  NP and th e  s ta n d in g  
N ationalis t HP fo r  Namaqu aland. The m eeting  'n o t  on ly  p assed> a

83T he S t a r  20 S e p te m b e r  1928.

34T he S t a r  2 N ovem ber 1928.

85S o u th  A f r ic a n  L a b o u r  P a r ty  C o l le c t io n ,  A n n u al 
Conferences, KR19, Special Conference, 8 J u ly  1928, 'A d d ress  by 
F ra te rn a l Delegate Swanepoel (DU)': The S t a r  2 November 1928.

86The S t a r  J1 December 1928, 5 J a n u a ry  1929, 7 Ja n u ary
1 929 , 6 J a n u a r y  1929.



vo te  o f no confidence in  th e  G overnm ent, b u t . . .  demanded t h a t  
th e  Government r e s ig n 1.87 C lea rly  th e n , t h e  d ig g in g  q u e s tio n  
was p ro v in g  a r e a l  em barrassm en t t c  th e  NP, and was h a v in g  
severe  p o litica l ram ifications. The government to o k  th e  d ig g e rs ' 
th r e a ts  seriously , and police rein fo rcem en ts  in  t h e  form  o f  t h e  
N atal Mobile Column were speedily  despatched t o  P o r t N ollo th  t o  
f o r e s t a l l  d i r e c t  a c t io n .

I n  December 1928 Roos conceded  th e  s e a t .88 The d ig g e rs ,  h e  
s ta te d , ought t o  have  t h e i r  own r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  P a r lia m en t . 
Roos h im se lf  was o f fe re d  th e  - h a l  s e a t,  and  Sw anepoel was 
nominated and th e n  e lec ted  by a la t . ,e  m a jo rity  t o  s ta n d  in  t h e  
e lec tions as th e  NP candidate fo r  th e  L ic h ten b u rg  c o n s titu e n c y .

C o n c lu s io n

Rocs's withdrawal from th e  lic h te n b u rg  s e a t which h e  he ld  f o r  
an unbroken period of 14 years  was th u s  h ig h ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  f o r  
th e  fo rtunes o f  th e  NP on th e  d iggings. Popular d ig g e r sen tim en t 
which had forced Roos's w ithdrawal in  favour o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  
th e  DU was v in d ic a te d  by Sw anepoe l's  v ic to r y  in  t h e  g e n e ra l  
e lec tio n  o f  Ju n e  1929. He was e le c te d  w ith  a  m a jo rity  o f  743 
v o te s  o v e r h i s  n e a r e s t  r i v a l  a s  M.P. f o r  t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  
constituency .89 H is v ic to r y  c le a r ly  s ig n a l le d  t h e  s tr e n g th  o f  
t h e  DU a s  a  v e h ic l e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m o b i l i s a t io n .  T he H P 's  
cap itu la tion  to  th e  'voice of th e  people' was th u s  r e lu c ta n t  and 
f ra u g h t  w ith prob lem s, and A fr ik a n e rs  on th e  d ig g in g s  w e re  
mobilised by 'b re ad -an d -b u tte r' issues, a s  much a s  by  ideo logy .

87T he S t a r  1 J a n u a r y  1929.

88The s t a r  22 D ecem ber 1928.

89T he r e s u l t s  o f  th e  e le c tio n  w ere: A.J. S w anepoel (NP), 
1421 vo tes; T aljaard (SAP), 678 v o te s ; M.C. B rin k  (In d e p en d e n t 
D ig g e rs ' c a n d id a te ) ,  632 fT he S t a r  14 J u n e  1929).



T his episcde in  th e  1929 general e le c t io n  cam paign q u a l i f ie s  
o u r  understanding of th e  na tu re  o f  NP p o l i t i c a l  su p p o r t  in  t h e  
T r a n s v a a l  c o u n t r y s id e .  S w a n ep o e l s to o d  i n i t a l l y  a s  an 
independent Digger1 candidate and h e  was prepared  to  s tand  a s  an 
Independent N a t io n a l i s t  c a n d id a te . 90The NP to o k  t h i s  t h r e a t  
s e r io u s ly  enough to  p r e s s  f o r  R oos's n o m in a tio n  f o r  a s e a t  
elsew here, in  o rd e r  t o  r e ta in  t h e  a lle g ia n c e s  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs .  
T h is  i s  im p o r ta n t ,  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p te d  t h a t  R o o s 's  
w ith d raw a l from th e  L ic h te n b u r g  s e a t ,  a  s e a t  h e  h a d  h e ld  
continually  from 1913, was due to  n o n - p o li t i c a l  re a so n s , r a th e r  
th a n  to  p o l i t ic a l  p r e s s u r e s  from w ith in  h i s  c o n s t i tu e n c y .91 
Swanepcel's nomination and subsequent e lec tion  re v e a ls  a  d e g re e  
o f  d is s a t is fa c t io n  w ith  Roor, th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  T ra n sv a a l NP, 
and by implication, with th e  e n tire  NP, a t  an ex trem ely  c ru c ia l  
p o l i t i c a l  ju n c tu re . Im poverished  w h ite  v o te r s  in  t h i s  r u r a l  
constituency  tran s la te d  th e i r  economic g riev a n ce s  i n to  p o l i t ic a l  
g rievances with a g re a t d eal o f so p h is t ic a tio n  and  in s ig h t .  The 
HP's appeal as th e  't r a d i t i o n a l ' v e h ic le  o f  t h e  A fr ik a n e r  p o o r 
w as b ro u g h t i n to  qu. s t io n  by th e  d ig g e r s ,  who w ere  q u i t e  
p re p a re d  to  su p p o r t an In d ep e n d en t c a n d id a te , and  i t  seem s 
th e re fo re  th a t  th e  NP was no t th e  u n q u a lif ied  p o l i t ic a l  home o f  
t h e  A frikaner poor, du rin g  th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  P a c t governm ent. 
The NP, in  i t s  unfam iliar ro le  a s  th e  r u lin g  p a r ty ,  e n te re d  in to  
a p u b lic  compromise w ith t h e  r e p r e s e r - a t i v e s  o f  m onopoly  
capita lism , aryl th e  embodiments o f th e  'A ng io -Jew ish ' c a p i t a l i s t



c la s s .^ T h e  lo c a l  e f f e c ts  o f  t h i s  a l l ia n c e  w ere  im m ediate and 
manifoiri, and i t  was th is  p o p u la r  d is c o n te n t  w hich th e  DU, and 
i t s  P resident, A J . Sw anepoel m ob ilised  and d rew  upon. F irm ly 
roo ted  in  th e  ecOTomic and so c ia l re a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s , th e  
DU p ro v id ed  th e  m achinery  and in f r a s t r u c tu r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
r e c ru i tm e n t  and m o b il isa tio n  o f  d ig g e r s .  T h e  'v o i c e  o f  t h e  
people1 was on occasions powerful and did  no t re sp e c t p e rso n s  o r  
p a r t i e s .

^ .G .  Giroon, 'The 1924 General E lec tion : a tu rn ing  p o in t in  
South A frican h is to ry ? ', paper prew nfod a t  th e  A frican S tudies 
A ssociation  o f  A ustra lia  and the  I 'a c if ic  uid th e  A ustralian  
liiiib jr ic a l Auixx-'iul ion hold at lh r  Univvi Uy o f  Sydney on 
28 August 1982.



C h a p te r  F iv e

[EGGING YCCR WAX INTO THE WORKING CLASS: rjNEMPI.OYMENT AND 
CONSCIOUSNESS AMONGST THE AFRIKANER POOR.

'. . . e x p e r i e n c e  o v e r  many y e a r s  h a s  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  
n o n -p ro fe s s io n a l d ig g e r  i s  n o t  p re p a re d  to  e x c h a n g e  an 
indolent, c arefre e  ex istence  fo r  one deman d ing  r e g u la r  w ork 
u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n .1

T h e  General (Smuts) s ta ted  th a t  th e  G overnm ent's tr e a tm e n t  
o f  th e  a llu v ia l d ig g e rs  had been  b r u t a l  and  c a l lo u s  in  th e  
extreme. The Government had posed a s  t h e  p o o r  m an's f r ie n d  
and a s  champion o f  th e  small d iggers; in  f a c t  th e y  had made 
h i s  l o t  h a r d e r  th a n  i t  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  SAP 
G o v e r n m e n t . . . .1 2

I n t r o d u c t io n

A frikaner p ro le tarian isa tion  h as prompted a  number o f  s tu d i e s  
on th e  d ig g e rs  a t  L ic h ten b u rg . 3 The c re a t io n  o f  a dep en d e n t

1 VWh ■ f i l e  no. sw ?9 /l, 'A llu v ia l  D iamond D ig g in g s . 
R em oval o . D ig g e rs  fro m  t h e  D ig g in g s ',  M emorandum by  
U n d e r-S e c re ta ry  f o r  S o c ia l W elfare  t o  S e c re ta r y  f o r  S o c ia l  
W elfare, 'On Memorandum p re p a re d  f o r  C ab ine t r e '  rem oval o f  
D ig g e rs  fro m  t h e  D ig g in g s ',  23 O c to b e r  194U.

2 MNW 935, mm251V28, 'P e t itio n s  r e  S usp en sio n  o f  P re c io u s  
Stones Act No.44 o f  1927', Pam phle t 'T he  SAP and  th e  A llu v ia l 
D iggings (E x tra c t  o f  a speech  d e liv e re d  : G en e ra l Sm uts a t
V en te rsd o rp  21 May 1929)', S Ju n e  1929, u '.ty agee  d e u r  L o u is  
E sse len , G enera l S e c r e ta r y  SAP, 103 F ; u to r i a ,  P r in t e d  by 
W a lla c h 's  P. & p. Co. L td .,  A n d r ie s  £ ,i.ree t, P r e to r i a .

3 See fo r example th e  Report o f  th e  O m 'rc lon  on The Poor
i, 5 volura. <- : : t» l le n b o s c h , P ro



wage working c lass , unemployment and po v ert. amongst d igge rs  has 
been viewed a s  unproblem atic. These accounts draw on th e  c la s s ic  
exposition of th is  p rocess by th e  Carnegie Commission: 'A f te r  an 
in i t ia l  pe ricd  o f  boom, th e  r i c h e r  f ie ld s  becam e more and more 
e x h a u s te d  and  many d ig g e rs  who w ent th e r e  becam e  f u r t h e r  
im poverished , a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w ere  a l l  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
psycholog ical in f lu e n c e s  o f  t h e  g e n e ra l  c o n d itio n s  o f l i f e  on 
th e  d ig g in g s  a n d  t h e  t y p e  o f  m e n ta l i ty  w h ich  d e v e lo p e d  
th e re . '" ' W ithout e x ce p tio n  th e s e  a c c o u n ts  have  ig n o r e d  t h e  
re la tionsh ip  on th e  d ig g in g s  betw een  A fr ik a n er  p o v e rty , c la s s  
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  a  c l a s s  o f  
pro fessiona l d iggers , and th e  r e le g a t io n  o f  t h e  v ic tim s  to  th e  
dustb in  o f  h is to ry , has th u s  been explained la rg e ly  in  te rm s  of 
m a rk e t r a t i o n a l i ty  and t h e  econom ic r e s o u r c e f u ln e s s  o f  t h e  
ind iv iduals  th e m se lv es. In  t h i s  e x p la n a tio n  th e  s t a t e  p la y s  a 
n e u t r a l  r o le ,  and th e  i n f lu e n c e  o f  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  o f  
c a p i ta l 's ts  i s  om itted from  th e  e q u a tio n . In d iv id u a ls  a re  th u s  
seen to  b e  e n t i r e ly  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e i r  f o r tu n e s  and t h e i r  
f a i l u r e s ,  p a r t i c u la r  c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  a re  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
po o r, and t h e i r  c o n sc io u sn ess  i s  sim ply deduced  from  t h e s e  
c a te g o r ie s .  The p o o r w h ite  becomes th e  o b je c t  o f  a n a ly s i s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  w h ich  h a v e  fo rm ed  h im . 5

E cc le s ia , 1932}; Union G overnm ent C om m ission, u n p u b lis h e d ,  
Report o f th e  Committee o f Investiga tion  in to  th e  C ond itions on 
t h e  A l lu v ia l  Diamond D ig g in g s , 1937.

"'r .W. W ilcocks 'R u ra l Im poverishm ent and R u ra l E x o d u s ',

Problem in  South Africa, p.100. See, fo r  com parison , th e  'Second 
In te r im  R epo rt o f  th e  U nem ploym ent C om m ission ’, p .4, D.fi. 
34-1921, and th e  S elect Committee on E uropean  Employm ent', SC

5 C. van  O nselen, 'T he  Main R eef Road in to  t h e  W orking

W ltw atersrand 1886-1914. Volume 2, Maw N inevah. Ravan P re s s , 
J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  1982.



X

T his i s  c lea rly  inadequate: to e  p rocess by which d ig g e rs  w ere 
im poverished i s  dominated by  th e  them e o f  c la s s  in  th e  p e rio d
1926 t o  1929. T h is  d is s e r ta t io n  h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  t h a t  c l a s s  
in te r e s ts  and con flic t generated by  opposing  in t e r e s t s  was th e  
m otor-force d riv ing  p o l i t ic s  on th e  d ig g in g s . The d ig g e rs  d id  
ex h ib it a  well-developed consciousness of t h e i r  i n te r e s t s :  lo c a l 
cap ita lis ts, (the landowing companies, th e  sy n d ic a te  and company 
promoters) d id  monopolise th e  r ic h e s t claims on th e  farm s in  th e  
p u rs u i t  o f p ro fi t;  th e  Brail d ig g e rs  d id  r e s i s t  t h to  th ro u g h  an 
a lliance  w ith th e  la rg e  diamond m ining m agnates and  th e  s t a t e  
between May 1926 and December 1927. 6 In  an e a r l i e r  c h a p te r  we 
examined how th is  temporary a lliance  between th e  i  • a l l  d ig g e rs ,  
th e  s ta t e ,  and th e  diamond m agnates b ro k e  down when th e s e  
vu lnerab le  producers - th e  new p e tty  bou rgeois ie- were frozen o u t 
of th e  sphe re  o f  production in  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  monopoly c o n tro l  
ove r a l lu v ia l  p ro d u c tio n , th ro u g h  th e  agency  o f  th e  P re c io u s 
Stones Act.? D iggers  form ed t h e i r  own p o l i t ic a l  o rg a n is a tio n , 
th e  DU, t o  a r t i c u la te  t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s  in  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  sp h e re . I t  i s  th e re f o re  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  th e r e  was no 
r e la t io n s h ip  betw een A fr ik a n e r  p o v e r ty  on th e  d ig g in g s , th e  
b roader economic in te r e s ts  c f  c a p i t a l i s t  c la s s e s ,  and th e  s t a t e  
in  t h i s  p e r io d .

I n  t h i s  c h a p te r  we f o c u s  on t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  m o st 
v u ln e r a b l e  a n d  s e e m in g ly  p o w e r le s s  s e c t i o n s  w ith in  t h e  
community. We examine how th e  P recious S to n es A ct a f fe c te d  th e  
A fr ik a n e r  p o o r on t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  f i e l d s ,  a n d  how t h e s e  
A frikaners saw th e i r  c irc u m sta n ce s  and p e rc e iv e d  t h e i r  p l ig h t  
be fo re  th e  onset o f th e  G reat D ep ression  in  1929. In  th e  f i r s t

6 S e e  c h a p te r  3 a b o v e .

7 S e e  c h a p te r  4 a b o v e .



section  of th e  ch ap te r we focus on th e  n a tu re  o f  p o v e r ty  on th e  
d igg ings from th e  f i r s t  d iscoverie s in  May 1926 u n t i l  D ecem ber
1927. In  th e  second se ctio n  we e x p lo re  t h e  s p e c i f ic  e f f e c ts  o f 
t h e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  t h e  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A c t on  t h e  w h ite  
p ro le ta r ia t  on th e  d iggings. In  th e  f in a l section we exam ine how 
th e  unemployed d iggers  perceived th e i r  p lig h t, and  c o n s id e r  th e  
s c h e m e s  w h ich  th e y  h o p e d  w ou ld  b r i n g  th e m  r e l i e f .

C a s u a l  p o v e r ty  on  t h e  d ig g in g s

T here was always a  measure o f  w hite unemployment and poverty  
on th e  diamond d iggings. Thus J . c e l l i e r s ,  a  d ig g e r  o f  35 y e a r s  
s ta n d in g , c an d id ly  a g re ed  t h a t  i f  g o v e rn m e n t r e l i e f  t o  t h e  
d ig g e rs  e v e r  became unnecessary th e n  th e  millennium w ould have  
com e t o  p a s s . 8 T h is  w as b e c a u s e  t h e  d ig g in g s  w ere  an  
i r r e s i s t i b l e  m agnet t o  b o th  t h e  r u r a l  a n d  t h e  u r b a n  w h ite  
p r o le t a r ia t  o f  t h e  c o u n try . T h is  p ro c e s s  was p a r t  o f  a  w ider 
p a tte rn  whereby impoverished A frikaners in  th e  w estern Transvaal 
took  tem porary  wage work o f f  t h e  farm s in  th e  m id s t o f  th e  
a g ric u ltu ra l c r i s i s  o f  th e  1920's. M acm illan 's o b s e rv a t io n s  a re  
i n t e r e s t i n g  h e r e .  W rit in g  in  1930, h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  'w h o le  
fam ilies of th e  poo rer c lass  up roo t th e m se lv es  from  w hat homes 
th e y  have, t o  's e t t l e ' f o r  m onths o r  y e a r s  (on t h e s e  d ig g in g s ) 
in  fiuge camps, in  t i n  s h a n tie s ,  's h a c k s ' o f  any  s o r t ,  t e n t s  o r  
even waggons, w ith no secu re  w ater supply, no sa n ita tio n -n o n e  of 
th e  a m en ities  o f  "W hite C iv i l iz a t io n " . '9 I n  t im e s  o f  abnorm al 
d is t re s s  in  th e  countryside  th e  a g ric u ltu ra l p r o l e t a r i a t  f locked  
to  th e  d ig g in g s  in  g r e a t  num bers .10 I n  J u ly  1926 o v e r  1300

8 T he  S t a r  17 J u ly  1926.

9W.m. M acm illan , c o m p lex  S o u th  A f r ic a :  An E conom ic  
F o o tn o te  t o  H is to r y , L ondon , 1930, p . 106.

10 'A bnorm al d i s t r e s s  c o n s id e r a b l e  i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s . . .
p r im a rily  d u e  to  d ro u g h t and lo c u s ts  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  2 o r  3



w hite larm  w orkers from th e  T ransvaal r u r a l  a re a s  w ere  s a id  t o  
b e  seeking refuge  from d rought on t h e  d ig g in g s .11 The Z e e ru s t 
M agistrate  reported  in  mid-1926 th a t  p r a c t ic a l ly  e v e ry  in d ig e n t  
i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t  was away a t  t h e  d ig g in g s .12 The V en te rsd o rp  
M agistrate  noted a  steady  flow of unemployed from h is , and o th e r  
d is t r ic ts ,  t o  th e  d ig g in g s . 13 S ig n if ic a n t ly  some 60 t o  75 p e r  
c e n t o f farm ers in  h is  d is t r ic t  were th e re  too , f o r  t h e  d ig g in g s  
w ere  m o st a t t r a c t i v e  t o  = tn i g g l in g  s m a ll  f a r m e r s ,  w hose  
a c t iv i t i e s  dom inated a g r ic u l tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n  in  t h e  1 9 2 0 's . 
T h e s e  f a r m e rs  c o n s t i t u t e d  60 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s  
population, dem onstrating th e  dependence of th e  farming c la s s  on 
in form al ways o f  making a  l iv in g  in  o r d e r  t o  r e ta in  t h e i r  g r ip  
o n  t h e  r u r a l  econom y in  t h i s  p e r i o d .14

Many A frikaners a r r iv e d  on th e  d ig g in g s  im poverished , b u t  
th e re  was a lso  a  degree  o f  lo c al poverty  which resu lte d  from th e  
n a tu re  o f digging and no t from a g r ic u ltu ra l d i s t r e s s .  The
diggings, a s  we have shown elsewhere, were 'fo r  th o s e  p o sse sse d  
o f  c o n s id e r a b le  c a p i t a l 1.15 T he s u c c e s s f u l  d i g g e r  w as a 
p rofessional, w ith l i f e - lo n g  e x p e r ien c e , u p - to - d a te  m achinery .

y e ars . Many farm ers from d is t r ic t s  in  v ic in i ty  o f  d ig g in g s  h av e  
d r i f te d  th i t h e r ,  and  h av e  g e n e ra lly  m et w ith  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s .1 
Some 500 persons were repo rted  t o  be  liv ing  from 'hand-to-m outh ' 
•on th e  d ig g in g s  a t  C h r is t ia n a . ARB 200, R ef. LB555 P a r t  1, 
'U nem ploym ent. G e n e ra l  ( p a r t  1 ) ',  M em orandum , 'A b n o rm a l 
D i s t r e s s .  T r a n s v a a l ,  1925 '.

12i b i d .

13Ife id .

14TPS 60, TA 2 /1 3 8 5 7 , 'U nem ploym ent. D e p a r tm e n ta l
Unemployment Committee', Memorandum from 'C.H.O.' t o  t h e  A cting  
S e c r e t a r y ,  R ef. L B 511/4 , 7 J u l y  1926.

15 The S ta r  22 Jan u ary  Z 927.See  a ls o  c h a p te r  1.



and money t o  se e  him  o v e r  t h e  b a d  p a tc h e s . Or, in  a  p ro c e s s  
w hich became m arked on t h e  L ic h te n b u r g  f i e l d s ,  h e  w as  a 
specu la to r w ith rese rv es of c a p ita l w ith which t o  buy up R ese rve  
claim s, to  s e t  up companies and t o  en g ag e  wage w o rk e rs .1"6 The 
'New Eldorado1 a ttra c te d  th e  unemployed, and dow n-and-outs from  
a l l  o v e r  t h e  Union, such  t h a t  one o o s e rv e r  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  
L ich tenbu rg  was becom ing 'a  happy  h u n tin g  g ro u n d  t o r  l i f e 's  
f a i l u r e s  and u n f o r tu n a te s 1. 17 I n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m o n th s  t h e  
unemployed from th e  W itwatersrand and  from  th e  sm a ll tow ns of 
th e  T ransvaal c l  - titu ted  te n  p e r  c en t of th e  p o p u la tio n  on th e  
digg ings.1® While some A frikaner p ro le ta r ia n s  b egan  d ig g in g  by  
ru sh in g  fo r  c laims  on th e  proclaimed p o r tio n s  o f  t h e  farm s, and 
were successfu l, o th e rs  found a liv e l ih o o d  in d i r e c t ly  from  th e  
claim s, a s  su p e rv is o rs  and to rem en f o r  p ro fe s s io n a l  d ig g e rs , 
from bantom -sorting and w ater-rid ing , o r  wage employment in  th e  
r e t a i l  s e c to r  o f  t h e  lo c a l  e conom y .19 T h e r e  w as a l s o  much 
in form al economic a c t iv i ty ,  w hich ran g e d  from  th e  ru n n in g  of 
shebeens (the  s a le  o f  l iq u o r  was p r o h ib i te d  on th e  d ig g in g s ), 
t h e  fiii'ci’t  sa le  o f  l iq u o r  to  t h e  lo c a t io n s  and  i l l e g a l  diamond 
b u y in g .20

The economic f o r tu n e s  o f  t h e s e  A fr ik a n e r  p r o le t a r ia n s  was 
fu lly  dependent upon th e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  lo c a l  d ig g in g  economy.

■L0 T ha S t a r  31 D ecem ber 1926.

17 T he P o tc h e fs tro o m  H e ra ld  2 J u l y  1928.

■l9 See  C h a p te r  z.

20See f o r  example The S t a r  i  S ep tem ber 1927,'T he Shebeen 
Menace1, 13 Ju ly  1927, 8 D ecem ber 1927, 'L i fe  a t  t h e  D iggings. 
Liquor System a t  th e  Diggings'; MNW 898, mm2332/27, 'R ep o r t o f 
Meeting Mining Commissioner K lerksdorp '. 'N o tes o f  M eeting h e ld  
in  t h e  M in is te r 's  O ff ic e ', 18 Novem ber 1927, O p in io n  o f  L t. 
C o lo n e l De B e er .



Within th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s  o b s e rv e rs  n o te d  g e n e ra l  
p ro sp e r ity  amongst th e  d ig g e rs ,  and a co n sp icu o u s  a b sen c e  of 
la rg e -sca le  unemployment. 'Everyone seemed to  be m aking money,' 
s ta te d  one o f  th e s e  r e p o r t s ,  a s  th e  lo c a l  economy re m a in e d  
b u o y a n t and  boom c o n d itio n s  e n su e d .21 E ven  in  th e  m id s t o f  
such optimism, however, th e re  was much g e n e ra li s e d  p o v e rty  and 
low standards o f  liv ing  w ithin '-tie community -  c a s u a l  p o v e rty , 
a s  i t  was term ed. A soup k i tc h e n , f o r  exam ple, a t  W elverdiend 
was necessar y  in  th e  w in ter o f 1927 f o r  needy  c h i ld re n , and  i t  
was continued during  th e  following summer because of th e  growing 
number of paupers. R e p o r ts  from  th e  sc h o o ls  in  1926 and  1927 
noted  low lev els  o f n u tr itio n  and  c a se s  o f  s c u rv y  and  r ic k e ts ,  
t h e s e  d is e a s e s  b e in g  a s so c ia te d  w ith  p o v e r ty ,  w h i l s t  some 
ch ild ren  were unable to  a ttend  s c h o o l th ro u g h  la c k  o f  s u i ta b le  
c l o t h i n g .22

The g e nerous p o lic y  o f  p ro cla im in g  a s  p u b lic  d ig g in g s  a l l  
farm s u n d e r  p ro s p e c t  fo llow ed by th e  P a c t th r o u g h o u t  1926 
provided ample ground f o r  th e  d igge rs  in  th e  f i r s t  s ix  m onths o f 
d igging. T h e re a f te r  s u i t a b le  g ro u n d  becam e s c a r c e r .  I n i t i a l l y  
many o f  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  p e g g e d  c la im s  in  t h e  r u s h e s  on 
p ro clam atio n  day  and jo in e d  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
diggers , th e  new pe tty -bourgeoisie , who c o n s t i tu te d  t h e  b u lk  of 
t h e  d ig g in g s  p o p u la tio n . The ra n k  and s t a tu s  o f  t h e s e  sm a ll 
independent commodity producers was tr a n s ie n t  and th e  n a tu re  o f  
t h e i r  production was simply e x tra c tiv e  and low budget. When th e  
f a l lo w  and extremely rich  claims on Bakers and E landsputte  were

21 T h e  S t a r  s  J u n e  1926.

22 MNW 913, mm496/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D iggings (P overty  on 
th e  Diggings)’, Ref. mmct654/30, Memorandum L ic h ten b u rg  M ining 
Commissioner t o  S e c re ta ry  f o r  M ines, 26 M arch 1928. See a ls o  
A.E. K rause, 'M aa tskap like  T o e s ta n d e  op d i e  L ic h te n b u r g s e  
A lluviale Diamantdelwerye, 1926-1929', in  C o n tre e . No. 19, 1986, 
p p .1 6 -2 4 .



exhausted  by Octctoer 1926, t h i s  v o la tile  c lass  o f  p ro d u c e rs  c a s t  
around fo r more ground o f  sim ila r p o te n tia l From D ecem ber 1926 
and th roughout 1927 th e se  d igge rs  attem pted  t o  e x p ro p r ia te  th e  
p r iv a te ly  owned claims of t h e  com panies and  s y n d ic a te s  on th e  
su rro u n d in g  farm s. 2J When t h i s  e x p ro p r ia t io n  was d e la y e d  
b e c a u se  o f  t h e  le n g th y  p a s sa g e  o f  th e  P re c io u s  S to n e s  B i l l  
th rough  Parliament in  1927, they  re so r te d  t o  m ore d i r e c t  a c tio n  
to  secu re  more g ra v e l  The Pact, which in  1926 proved so  w illin g  
to  a c t  as th e  patron  of th e  small d ig g e r and to  preclaim  a s  many 
o f  th e  farms a s  had been prospected, th u s  began to  q u e s tio n  th e  
wisdom of th e i r  a llu v ia l p o lic y  in  1927 and  no new farm s w ere 
proclaimed between March and August th a t  y e a r .  I n  a d d itio n  th e  
m a rk e t p r ic e  f o r  r o u g h  d ia m o n d s  s lu m p ed  d r a m a t ic a l ly  in  
m id-1927, and  a  sh a rp  c heck  in  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
economy was n o te d .2* D ig g in g  o p e r a t io n s  w ere  s h u t  dow n, 
shopkeepers closed up, numbers o f th e  unemployed men, and  t h e i r  
wives and children, began so rting  bantoms -  th e  c a s t away g ra v e l 
from th e  so rting  ta b le s  -  a s  an in fo rm al liv e lih o o d , and p e t ty  
crim e a s so c ia te d  w ith IDS and ILD in c re a s e d  s ig n i f ic a n t ly .25 
T h is  growing unemployment and th e  sho rtage  o f  shallow g ra v e l  on 
th e  f ie ld s  f u e l le d  t h e  g row th  o f  a r a d ic a l  d ig g e r 's  movement 
which advocated th e  s e iz u re  o f  th e  c la im s o f  'm oney -bags ' and 
w h ic h  g rew  e x tre m e ly  im p a t ie n t  w ith  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
government to  c a te r  fo r  t h e i r  na rrow , s e c t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  The 
government's reluctance  to  make more g ro u n d  a v a i la b le  r e s u l te d  
in  a  s h a rp  in c re a s e  in  d e s t i t u t i o n  a m o n g s t t h i s  c l a s s  o f  
p roducer. By November 1927 th e  s i t u a t io n  on t h e  d ig g in g s  was 
v e ry  da n g ero u s , a c c o rd in g  t o  C o lo n e l d e  B e e r , a n d  m a jo r

23 S e e  C h a p te r  3 a b o v e .

24 T he S t a r  5 J u ly  1527, 6 J u ly  1927.

25 HNW 696, mm2332/27, 'R e p o r t  o f  M e e tin g ',  ‘N o te s  o f  
M eeting  h e ld  in  t h e  M in i s t e r 's  O f f ic e 1, IS  N ovem ber 19.27, 
O p in io n  o f  L t. C o lo n e l De B e er .



concessions t o  th i s  constituency o f  small, m a rg in a lis e d , d ig g e rs  
wculd b e  necessary  t o  p r e v e n t  c la s s  w ar from  b r e a k in g  o u t .26 
Many o f  th e  new w hite bourgeoisie th u s  h o v e re d  d a n g e ro u s ly  on 
th e  b r in k  of th e  re se rv e  army of la b o u r  from  w hose r a n k s  th e y  
h a d  b e e n  r e p r i e v e d  by  t im e ly  a l l u v i a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .

T h e _ p a ss .a q e -O f.± h e  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A c t.

December 1927 was a n ig h tm a r e  m onth  f o r  t h e  d ig g in g s  
p r o le ta r ia t .  The p a ssag e  o f  th e  P re c io u s  S to n es  A ct a f fe c te d  
them  in  v e ry  s p e c if ic  and d i r e c t  w ays, a n d  m any o f  t h e s e  
A frikaners were t h r u s t  im m edia te ly  and t r a u m a tic a l ly  i n to  th e  
r a n k s  o f  t h e  u n e m p lo y ed . T h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  w as s h a r p l y  
d if fe ren tia te d  from th o se  d ig g e rs  who had a f irm  g r ip  on th e  
means of production -  th e  claim s, th e  m achinery , t h e  e x p e r t i s e  
and th e  w orking c a p i t a l .  T h e s e  in c lu d e d  t h e  p r o f e s s io n a l  
d ig g e rs ,  f a r m e r - d ig g e rs  w ith  la n d  a n d  c a p i t a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
b u r e a u c r a ts  and c iv i l  s e rv a n ts  fro m  t h e  to w n s  a n d  c i t i e s ,  
m id d l e - c l a s s  p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  a n d  t h e  s e l f - e m p lo y e d .  The 
pro fessiona l d igge rs  on th e  Reserve claims were n o t a f f e c te d  by 
th e  p assa ge  o f  th e  Precious Stones Act in  December 1927, because  
th e  A ct d id  n o t e x p ro p r ia te  c la im s b e lo n g in g  to  in d iv id u a ls ,  
only th o s e  h e ld  by  com panies.27 M ob ility  and  r e s o u rc e s  th u s  
allowed th is  c la ss  some s h e l t e r  from  th e  w o rs t e f f e c t s  o f  th e  
Act b u t  many d ig g e rs  on th d  k n ife -e d g e  o f  Unemployment w ere 
r a t h e r  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .

The A frikaner workers a t  th e  b a se  o f  w h ite  d ig g in g  s o c ie ty  
were th e  immediate vic tim s o f  th e  Act. When th e  r e g u la t io n s  f o r  
th e  c losing  down o f  th e  companies became v a l id  on 31 D ecem ber

26ibia.
27 The. S t a r  31 D ecem ber 1927.
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concessions t o  th i s  constituency  o f  small, m a rg in a lised , d ig g e rs  
would b e  necessary  t o  p r e v e n t  c la s s  w ar from  b r e a k in g  o u t.26 
Many of th e  new w hite bourgeoisie th u s  hov e re d  d a n g e ro u s ly  on 
th e  b r in k  of th e  rese rv e  army of la b o u r  from  w hose r a n k s  th e y  
h a d  b e e n  r e p r i e v e d  by  t im e ly  a l l u v i a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .

T h e  p a a s a c is -0 f ._ th s  P r e c io u s  s ta rv e s  A c t .

December 1927 was a  n ig h tm a r e  m onth  f o r  t h e  d ig g in g s  
p r o le t a r ia t .  The p a ssag e  o f  th e  P re c io u s  S to n es  A ct a ffe c te d  
them in  v e ry  s p e c if ic  and d i r e c t  w ay s , a n d  m any o f  t h e s e  
A frikaners were t h r u s t  im m edia te ly  and  tr a u m a tic a l ly  in to  th e  
r a n k s  o f  t h e  u n e m p lo y ed . T he p r o l e t a r i a t  w as s h a r p l y  
d if fe ren tia te d  from th o se  d ig g e rs  who had  a  f irm  g r ip  on th e  
means of production -  th e  claim s, th e  m achinery , t h e  e x p e r t is e  
and th e  w orking c a p i t a l .  T h e s e  in c lu d e d  t h e  p r o f e s s io n a l  
d ig g e rs ,  f a r m e r - d ig g e rs  w ith  la n d  a n d  c a p i t a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
b u r e a u c r a ts  and c iv i l  s e rv a n ts  from  t h e  to w n s  a n d  c i t i e s ,  
m id d l e - c l a s s  p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  a n d  t h e  s e l f - e m p lo y e d .  The 
p ro fessiona l d ig g e rs  on th e  Reserve claim s w ere n o t  a f f e c te d  by 
th e  passage  o f  th e  Precious Stones Act in  December 1927, because  
th e  A ct d id  n o t e x p ro p r ia te  claim s b e lo n g in g  t o  in d iv id u a ls ,  
on ly  th o s e  h e ld  by  com panies.27 M ob ility  and r e s o u rc e s  th u s  
allowed th is  c la s s  some s h e l t e r  from  th e  w o rs t e f f e c ts  o f  th e  
A ct b u t  many d ig g e rs  on th e  k n ife -e d g e  o f  unem ploym ent were 
r a t h e r  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .

The A frikaner workers a t  th e  b a se  o f  w h ite  d ig g in g  so c ie ty  
were th e  immediate v ictim s of th e  Act. When th e  r e g u la t io n s  f o r  
th e  c losing down o f  th e  companies becam e v a l id  on 31 December

26lMd.
27 T lie ..S tar  31 D ecem ber 1927.



1927 th e  Welvetdiend Diamonds Limited, A frican and European, and 
Treasure Trove Company, and many of th e  sm aller synd ica tes  began 
discharg ing  'hu n d red s o f  w h ite  men and  th o u sa n d s  o f  n a t iv e s ' 
.thom they  had employed to  w ork t h e i r  g ro u n d . Some 500 t o  600 
w h ite  fam ilie s  w ore a f f e c tc d .28 The c lo s in g  o f  W e lv e td ie n d  
Diamonds alone threw  111 w h ite  (and 500 b lack ) w o rk e rs  o u t  o f 
em ploym ent.29 T hese  u n f o r tu n a te  A fr ic a n e rs  t h r u s t  i n t o  t h e  
ran k s of th e  unemployed now found th e i r  one so u rc e  o f  In fo rm a l 
live lihood  closed to  them when bantom  s o r t in g  was ou tlaw ed  to  
th o se  who d id  n o t p o s se s s  d ig g e rs ' c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  o r  own claim  
lic e n c e s , by th e  Act. The s c a le  o f  bantom  s o r t i n g  in  t h e s e  
m onths g iv e s  an  id e a  o f  i t s  im p o rta n ce  t o  th e  l iv e l ih o o d  o f  
digg ing  fam ilies. During December 1927 and January  and Feb ruary  
1928, Donaldson and Carlis sold 3384 b a g s o f  ban tom s a t  p r ic e s  
ranging  from 50 /-  t o  12/6.30 A fte r  a  m ajor s t r u g g le  th e  M ines 
Department authorised  th e  sa le  o f bantom s and  some 1700 women 
to o k  o u t c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  s o r t  b a n to m s w i th in  a  m o n th .31

F or th e  small d igger, opera ting on a hand-to-m outh b a s is ,  th e  
Act was d isastrous. A lready  by November 1927 th e  sh o r ta g e  o f  
g ro u n d  was c r i t i c a l  and th e r e  was a s ig n i f ic a n t  in c re a s e  in  
sharew orking and p a rtn e rsh ip s  between d iggers  o f t h i s  c lass , who

28IkM. .. . .

29MNW 901, mm2525/27, 'S e c r e t a r y  N a t iv e  A f f a i r s  r e  
A p p lic a tio n  o f  S e c tio n  76(2) o f  P re c io u s  S to n e s  A c t 4 4 /2 7 ',  
Commissioner of Police to  Secre tary  fo r  Mines, Ref. SAP1/179/27, 
'P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A ct N o.44 o f  1 927 ', 29 F e b r u a r y  1928.

30MNW 918, mm496/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ', Memorandum 
M in ing  C om m issioner K le rk s d o r p  t o  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  M ines, 
R e f .n m c t6 5 4 /3 0 , 'r e  C o n d i t io n s  on L ic h te n b u r g  A l lu v ia l  
D ig g in g s ',  1 A p r i l  1930.

31MNW 918, mm496/2S, 'L ic h te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ', Memorandum
from Mining Commissioner L ic h ten b u rg  to  S e c re ta r y  f o r  Mines,
R ef.m m ct654 /30 , 26 M arch  1928.



a ttem pted to  cu t down vox'.iing expanses fay undertak ing  th e i r  own 
m anual la b o u r  and p oo ling  r e jn u r c e s .32 O th e r  d ig g e rs  b e g a n  
sharaworking with African w o rk e rs , in  t h i s  way p ay ing  a f ix e d  
p rcpo rtion  of inc reas ingly  i r r e g u la r  fin d s from  diamond d igg ing  
r a t h e r  th a n  r e g u la r  w ages.33 Wage work by d ig g e r s  o f  t h i s  
c la s s  a lso  became more common, whereas in  e a r l ie r  m onths i t  had 
b e en  unheard  o f .34 Some o f  t h e s e  d ig g e rs  began  t o  work f o r  
b acke rs  -  vtio w ere generally  diamond buyers and s to rekeepers on 
th e  d iggings -  who took a p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th a  p r o f i t s  in  r e tu r n  
f o r  le n d in g  c a p ita l .  The A ct ou tlaw ed back ing  b y  p re v e n tin g  
p e rso n s  who le n t  c a p i ta l  from  h o ld in g  i n t e r e s t s  in  c la im s.35 
A t L ich ten b u rg  t h i s  p ro h ib i t io n  fo rc ed  th o s e  c om panies who

32 The S ta r  1  December 1927; MNW 901, M6.2520/27, 'P /S  k c t  
N o.4 4 /2 7 , S e c t io n  7 3 (4 ). P a r t n e r s h i p s ' ,  M in u te , M in ing  
Commissioner Barkly West to  M inister f o r  H ines, 'P a r tn e rs h ip s ',  
21 F e b r u a r y  1928.

33J .J .  Booyens, 'D ie d e lw ersb e ro ep . n 1 Ekonomiese a n a lis e  
m e t v e rw y s in g  n a  d ie  L ic h te n b u r g s e  d ia m a n tv e ld e 1, M.A. 
di ss e r ta tio n , U n iv e rs ity  o f  S ou th  A fr ic a , p p .46-48 ; J .S . K otse 
'G e sk ie d en is  van d ie  W es-T ran sv aa lse  D iam antdelw erye, M.A. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  PUK, 1972, p p .1 6 7 -168 ; H .J. S c h e e p e rs ,  'n ' 
K u ltu u rb ee ld  v a n  d ie  sp o e ld ia m a n td e lw e rs g e m e e n s k a p  v a n  
S u id-A frika ', D .L itt. th e s i s .  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  t h e  W itw atersrand , 
1950 , p p .2 5 -26 .

34 Of 4633 d ig g e rs  who a p p lie d  f o r  c laim s on G ra sfo n te in  
fo r  th e  ba llo t o f March 1928, 432 so ld  diam onds f o r  o v e r  £300, 
and 4291 fo r le ss  than  th is  f ig u re  in  th e  s ix  Tionth p e rio d  p r io r  
t o  December 1927 (MNW 903, mm2604/27, 'P /S  A ct, 4 4 /1 9 2 7 -  
F orfeited  claims under Sec tion  73 ', A cting  S e c re ta ry  f o r  Mines 
t o  M ining Commissioner K le rk sd o rp , 'F o r fe i te d  C laim s u n d e r  
S e c t io n  7 3 ', 15 D ecem ber 1927).

35T h is  was a l s o  a common p r a c t i c e  on t h e  V aa l R iv e r
digg ings in  th e  Cape Province. Im m ediately , b a c k e rs  on th e  th e
vanl R iver d ig g in g s  d is c h a rg e d  t h e i r  sh a re w o rk e rs , and la rg e  
num bers o f  co lou red  and w h ite  d ig g e r s  i n  t h e  B a rk ly  W est 
d i s t r ic t  were thrown c u t o f employment in  December and Ja n u ary
1928 . See  P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A ct, S e c t io n  88, C h a p te r  9, 
sub -sec tion  4; The s t a r  21 November 1927, 23 November 1927, 24 
N ovem ber 1927.



backed d ig g e rs  on t h e i r  R ese rve  c la im s t o  d is c h a rg e  them .36

The small d ig g e r, a lre a d y  in  a  m ost in s e c u re  p o s i t io n , was 
pu sh e d  n e a r e r  t h e  edge o f  th e  econom ic p r e c ip i c e  b y  th o s e  
p rov isions o f  th e  Act th a t  lim ited h is  access  to  new g ro u n d , and 
t h i s  in se cu r ity  le d  him t o  r e s e n t  th e  p r iv e le g e s  o f  th e  fu l ly  
employed w age-w orker: 'I k  w il u  n e t  d i t  s e  ( s ic .) , ' s ta te d  one 
such d igge r a t  Welverdiend to  th e  M in is te r  f o r  M ines, 'd a t  d ie  
raense wat by d ie  W elverdiend Diamonds gew erk  h e t  n ie  so arm 
i s . . .  (hulle) i s  honderd  p e r s e n t  b e te r a f  dan  a e n ig  e in  ( s ic .)  
van ons.'37 Sim ilarly  th e se  d ig g e rs  o b je c te d  t o  p a y in g  r e g u la r  
wages to  black  workers who the reby  received  a reg u la r rew ard  in  
t h e  form  o f  t h e  w ee k ly  w age f o r  t h e i r  l a b o u r  w h i l s t  t h e  
d igger-em ployer had  to  ab so rb  a l l  th e  lo s s e s  o f  u n p r o f i ta b le  
d ig g in g .38

Following th e  passage of th e  Act an immediate inc rease  in  t h e  
le v e l o f unemployment and  p o v e rty  was n o tic e a b le . I n  O ctober 
1927 th e  Mines D epartm ent was su p p o r t in g  on ly  100 in d ig e n t  
d iggers . This number increased o v e r  th e  fo llow ing  f iv e  m onths. 
By November th e  num ber o f  p a u p e rs  had  r i s e n  to  125 and by  
December 1927 to  190. In  January  t h i s  num ber in c re a s e d  to  225, 
in  February t o  300, and by March to  530. Of 530 p a u p e rs  on th e  
l i s t s  of th e  Lichtenburg M agistrate in  March 1928 w ere some 140 
w orkers of Donaldson and C arlis a t  P-Kopje from  W elverd iend .39 
By 1 March 1928 Die B u rg e r e stim a te d  t h a t  25 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e

36T he S t a r  31 D ecem ber 1927.

37MNW 898, mm2370/27, 'P /S  A c t, 4 4 /1 9 2 7 ',  J .  K ra u se  t o  
M in i s t e r  f o r  M ines, 4 J a n u a r y  1928.

38 The S t a r  25 J u n e  1928, l e t t e r  o f  Geo. S . T w igge, 
B a k e r s ,  t o  t h e  e d i to r , 'T h e  T r o u b le s  o f  t h e  D ig g e rs '.

39MNW 918, mm496/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ', L ic h ten b u rg  
M a g is tr a te  t o  P ro v in c ia l S e c re ta ry , R e f.105, 23 M arch  1928.



digg ings p o p u la tio n  'o n tb e e r  d ie  a l le m o d ig s te '.  T h is  grow ing 
poverty  was sa id  t o  be caused by th e  sh o r ta g e  o f  g ro u n d : "Ons 
v r a  n ie  u n d e rs tan d  n ie ,1 s a id  a  sm a ll d ig g e r  in  M arch  1928, 
'. . .o n s  w il g rond  h e  w at ons kan w erk. ( s ic . ) '40 I t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  th e  le g is la t io n  w hich c lo s e d  dow n t h e  c o m p a n ie s  and  
s y n d ic a te s  had a  more im m ediate im pact th a n  th e  s h o r ta g e  of 
g r a v e l  a n d  h a d  r e p e r c u s s io n s  b e y o n d  t h e  d i s m is s a l  o f  
wage-workers. Some tw o -th ird s o f  d igge rs  p r io r  to  th e  Act worked 
on percentages with th e  companies, o r  in  p a r tn e r sh ip  w ith  o th e r  
d ig g e rs  on company la n d . T hese  d ig g e rs  w ere th ro w n  o f f  t h e  
Reserve claims when th e  government closed th e  companies. The Act 
d id  n o t s e t  down procedures by which th e s e  Reserve claim s could  
b e  red is trib u ted . Three months w ere t o  e la p se  b e fo re  th e  f i r s t  
b a tch  of th e se  claims was made a v a i la b le  t o  th o s e  d ig g e rs  who 
had no ground to  work, o r  who had earned le s s  th a n  £300 in  th e  
s i x  m o n th s b e f o r e  D ecem ber 1927.

The small d iggers were u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  i r a t e  a t  t h i s  fo rc ed  
unem ploym ent. ’Die gevoel, ’ s t a t e d  a  r e p o r t  on  p o v e r ty  a t  
W elverd iend , ' i s  o o r d ie  algem een b a le  v e r b i t t e r d ,  w an t d ie  
mense redan e a r d a t d ie  Regering d ie  delw erye w il doodd ruk  d e u r  
d ie  d e lw ers  u i t  t e  h o n g e r.'41 G overnm ent o f f i c i a l s  t r i e d  t o  
deny th a t  t h i s  was th e  c a se  and c laim ed  t h a t  's u lk e  to e s ta n d e  
was d a a r  a l ty d  op a l le  d e lw erye  en s u lk e  to e s ta n d e  s a l  d a a r  
a l ty d  w ees so lan k  a s  d a a r  d e lw erye  b e s ta a n . '42 T h is  w as n o t  
easi l y  done. When on 10 March 1928 th e  L ic h ten b u rg  M a g is tr a te  
met de leg a te s  from  th e  DO and churchm en inv o lv e d  in  p r iv a t e  
r e l i e f  w ork (in c lu d in g  th e  Dutch R efo rm ed , A p o s to l i c ,  F u l l  
Gospel Churches and th e  Church o f  E ngland , to g e th e r  w ith  t h e

D ie B u r g e r  1 M arch  1928.

L D ie B u r c e r  1 M arch  1928.

1 M e  B u r n e r  2 M arch  1528.
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Salvation Amy), th e y  were adam ant t h a t  t h i s  p o v e r ty  was m ost 
un p rec ed e n ted , and t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  c o p e  w ith  t h e  new 
circum stances.43 R e p re se n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  A p o s to lic  C hurch, f o r  
exam ple, s a id  t h a t  f u l ly  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  members o f  t h a t  
C hurch w ere  in  in d ig e n t  c irc u m sta n ce s . S im ila r  r e p o r t s  were 
g iv e n  by th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s .  The 
M a g is t r a t e  d e n ie d  a l l  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  and  
s ign ificance  of t h i s :  th e  sc ope  o f  governm en t r e l i e f  was more 
than  adequate to  meet th e  s itua tion ; th e  government did  no t need 
a ssis tance  fo r  t h i s  work from  p r iv a t e  b o d ie s ; and th e  p o lic e , 
who investiga ted  th e  a p p lic a t io n s  f o r  r e l i e f ,  had  a s s u re d  him 
th a t  th e  s itu a tio n  was u n d e r  c o n tro l . 'A f te r  w hat h e  had  to ld  
them ,1 h e  c o n tin u ed , 'h e  f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  th o s e  p r e s e n t  w ould 
a g re e  w ith them  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  p o v e r ty  r e a l l y  h a d  
sympathetic trea tm ent.' He th e n  w arned th e  DU and  th e  chuches 
again st involving them selves in  t h e  g ra n t in g  o f  in d is c r im in a te  
r e l i e f  t o  th e  poo r. The g ra n t in g  o f  r e l i e f  w as 'a  d o u b t f u l  
e x p ed ie n t and one which cou ld  b e  r e s o r te d  t o  on ly  in  r e a l ly  
genuine case s '. The c le a r  im p lica tio n  was t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  
w idespread poverty on th e  d iggings in  th e  months a f te r  December
1927 w ere  n o th in g  m ore  t h a n  p r o p a g a n d a .44

On th e  same day as th is  complacent M a g is tr a te  c h a s t i s e d  th e  
deputation, F.D. Devine, a  p ro fessiona l d igge r and member o f  th e  
nu, r e tu r n e d  t o  J o h a n n e s b u r g  w ith  a n o th e r  s to r y :

He d e sc r ib e d  p i t i f u l  s c e n e s  o f  f a m i l ie s  l i v i n g  in  
squalor and m isery: em aciated  c h ild re n  in  r a g s  which 
would b e  despised by houseboys, and carew orn  m o the rs  
t r y in g  to  cook from  sc ra p s  a  f r u g a l  m eal t o  e n a b le

43MNW 918, HUM96/26, 'L ich te n b u rg  D igg ings ', 'I n te rv ie w  of
Lichtenburg M agistrate with D eputation from Churches and  R e lie f  
C o m m itte e ', 10 M arch  1928,



dejected  h u sb a n d s t o  w re s t p re c io u s  s to n e s  from th e  
e a r th  w ith  in a d e q u a te  e q u ip m e n t .

More s ig n i f ic a n t ly  th o u g h , h e  d e sc r ib e d  how some 600 to  700 
d igge iu  did  ‘no t know where to  g e t th e i r  nex t meal' from b e ca u se  
th e re  was no ground. 'As f a r  a s  th e  eye can see  th e  machinery i s  
stand ing  id le ,1 b u t  s t i l l  t h e  governm en t d id  n o t  come t o  t h e i r  
aid .45 By March widespread unemployment was d e sc r ib e d : 'Whole 
fa m ilie s  o f  th e  hum bler d ig g e r s ,1 r a n  a  r e p o r t ,  'u n a b le  t o  
a f f o rd  n a t iv e s ,  a re  c o n te n t  t o  e a r n  a few  s h i l l i n g s  a  day  
s o r t in g  f o r  bantom s ( i l le g a l ly ) .  At C a r liso n ia , f o r  in s t a n c e ,  
'bantom' seekers have been g lad ly  buying up old g rav e l which has 
h a d  s ix  s e p a r a te  s o r t in g s . . .  f o r  12s. 6p. a  b a g . M o th e r  and  
ch ild ren  a re  inspanned and th e  whole family seeks f e v e rish ly  f o r  
t h e  t i n y  bantom s on w hich t h e i r  d a i ly  b rea d  d e p e n d s . '46 By 
A pril 1928 th e  situa tion  was no b e t te r .  Some 8 000 c e r t i f ic a te d  
d ig g e rs  were unable to  d ig  because th e y  could no t ob ta in  g round. 
They and th e i r  dependents rep resen ted  a  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  o f  25 
000 ‘p rac tic a lly  a l l  o f  whom a re  unem ployed, and  many o f  whom 
a r e  i n  a b j e c t  p o v e r ty  and  on t h e  v e r g e  o f  a b s o lu te  
s ta rv a tio n 1.47 The DU in  A p ri l  1927 now p ro v id e d  r e l i e f  t o  700 
f a m i l ie s  in  a d d i t io n  t o  t h o s e  d r a w in g  r e l i e f  fro m  th e  
M a g is t r a t e 's  o f f i c e ,  e x p e n d in g  £1200 c o n t r i b u t e d  by  t h e  
Provincia l A dm inistration f o r  t h i s  w ork.48 Many o th e r  d ig g e rs -  
had been given f r e e  r a i l  t i c k e t s  t o  r e tu r n  t o  t h e i r  hom es.49



diggings. In  th e  lo n g e r
? g r a v e l  n e e d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  m a rg in a l i s e d  
ho were balancing on th e  p r e c ip ic e  o f  wage w ork .50 
n e t c re a te  t h e  sh o r ta g e  o f  g r a v e l  a t  L ic h ten b u rg . 
th e m se lv es had  e x tra c te d  la rg e  q u a n t i t ie s  o f  th e  
th e  sc a ttered  deposits. The companies and sy n d ic a tesg rav e l from

th a t  on G ra sfo n te in , 'ow ing to  t h e  lo n g  p e r io d  h a v in g  la p sed  
s ince  th e  gran ting  of Ow ner's and D isc o v e re r 's  c e r t i f i c a t e s  on 
(the) farm  a l l  claim s o f  any v a lu e  in  th e  names o f  C o rpo ra te

farm.52- The High L evel G ravels , O ppenheiraer and J o e l 's  dummy

a d jo in ing  farm s52, w h ils t  th e  governm ent p ro sp e c tin g

d e p o s i ts .53 Re now 1 
le  new a llu v ia l po lic y d ig g in g s

p r o l e t a r i a t  f o llo w in g
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perm anently excluded from th e  sp h e re  a t p ro d u c tio n  by  th e  Act, 
and th e  d iggers working fo r  th e n  a s  wage o r  sha re  w o rk e rs  w ere  
dism issed. Most o f th e se  d ig g e rs  c le a r ly  f av o u red  th e  th ro w in g  
open  o f  th e  r i c h  c o m p a n y -h e ld  R e s e rv e  c la im s  t o  r e l i e v e  
unemployment r a th e r  than  th e  a l te r n a t iv e  o f  wage w ork .54 Even 
these  wage workers a t  P-Kopje demanded claims on th e  kepje a s  an 
a l t e r n a t iv e  t o  th e  com pany's b e in g  a llo w e d  t o  r e - o p e n  i t s  
ope ra tions th e re .55 The companies p re s se d  n a r i  in  1928 f o r  t h e  
scrapping  of th i s  leg is la tion  and they  used w hite im poverishm ent 
t o  p ressu re  th e  Pact. Thus th e  manager o f Donaldson and C a r lis 's  
opera tions a t  P-K op>, p o in tin g  t o  th e  p o v e r ty  and  s ta r v a t io n  
amongst th e i r  former employees, p re s e n te d  a  p e t i t io n  from  'th e  
poor1 a t  Welverdiend to  re-open  th e  company o p e ra tio n s . B ut th e  
s ig n a to rie s  of th i s  pe tition  had been blackmailed by th e  company 
in to  signing i t :  th e  company i s  'h ier... b ezeg  om d ie  arm e m ense 
t e  v o rse e r  om h u lle  name op d ie  p e t i s ie  t% te k e n , a n d e rs  z a l 
h u lle  n ie  meer dan  d ie  mense bantom s verk o o p  n ie . . . .  a s  h u l le  
n ie  h u lle  naam op d ie  p e tis ie  te k e n  n ie , dan  kan h u l le  ook n ie  
bantoms k ry  n ie .'56 A p rop o rtio n  o f  th e  young  and  a b le -b o d ie d  
w o rk e rs  from th e  v i l l a g e  o f  C a r liso n ia  w ere  a b so rb e d  in  t h e  
G ra sfo n te in  r u s h  o f  March 1928, b u t  t h e  m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e s e  
d ig g e rs  remained a t  Welverdiend, where th e y  recommenced work on 
o ld  ground w ithout much su c c e s s .57 Round th e  com pany's p la n t  
a t  Welverdiend lived a  number of e lderly  p eop le  who h a d  made a

54I h e  S t a r  10 M arch  1928.

55Ikid-

56MNW 898, M 2370 /27 , 'P /S  A c t, 4 4 /1 9 2 7 ', J .  K ra u se  t o  
M in is te r  f o r  M ines, 4 J a n u a r y  1928; MNW 898, mm2527/27, 
■Telegram from 'W elverdiend Diggers' to  t h e  M in is te r  f o r  M ines,
3 J a n u a r y  1928.

57MKW 918, mm496/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ',  R e p o r t  by
O fficer Commanding SAP, E landsputte to  L ic h ten b u rg  M a g is tra te ,
R ef. E .P.47/28, 'P o v e r ty  on t h e  D ig g in g s ',  IB M arch  1928.
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liv in g  from th e  bantom s and i t  was am ongst t h e s e  p e o p le  t h a t  
g r e a t  d i s t r e s s  was n o te d .58 Many im poverished  d ig g e rs ,  w ith  
th e i r  fam ilies and ch ild ren , ga thered  a t  WaLverdiend in  th e  hope 
t h a t  th e  governm ent w ould re -o p e n  P -k o p je  and t h i s  poo l o f  
poverty  a t  Welvertiiend was th e  o b je c t  o f  much a t te n t io n .59 In  
A pril 1928 poverty th e re  encouraged th e  DO to  p a s s  a  r e so lu tio n  
th a t  Tn view  o f  th e  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s  p r e v a le n t  a t  W elverdiend 
where people have rem ained in  th e  p ro lo n g ed  ho p e  o f  th e  mine 
b e in g  reopened , we r e s p e c t f u l l y  a n d  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t  t h e  
M inister of Mines to  open th e  whole o f  th e  farm W elverd iend  f o r  
p e g g in g  and  t h a t  P - k o p je  b e  p ro c la im e d  op en  g r o u n d . '60 
Eventually  Donaldson and C a r lis  w ere a llow ed to  r e -o p e n  t h e i r  
company operations on p-Kopje employing only w hite labou r a t  th e  
r a t e  o f  7 s . 6d. p e r  d a y .61

The case  o f  th e  small d ig g e rs  was a lso  taken  up by  th e  DU. In  
e arly  February 1928 a  'P oo r W hites ' R e lie f  Com mittee (RC) was 
s e t  up by th e  CO, with Max Theunissen, a  fo rm er  p ro s p e c to r  and 
sharew orker on company ground, as i t s  Chairman.62 The RC aimed 
to  cap tu re  th e  support o f th e  m arginalised d ig g e r who walked on 
th e  economic tig h t ro p e  w hich s e p a ra te d  t h e  sm a ll in d e p en d e n t 
producer from th e  p ro le ta r ia t, and i t  demanded r e l i e f  f o r  th e s e  
d ig g e rs  from  th e  g o v e rn m e n t in  t h e  fo rm  o f  m ore  g ro u n d . 
T heun issen  s ta te d  t h a t  t h e  in c re a s e  in  p o v e rty  in  1928 w as

" a i d .

59See fo r example The P o tche fs troom  H erald  27 A p ri l 1928.

61MNW 898, mm2370/27, 'P /S  A c t, 4 4 /1 9 2 7 ',  J .  K ra u se  t o  
M in i s t e r  f o r  M ines, 4 J a n u a r y  1928.

62MNW 918, mrn496/28, 'L i c h te n b u r g  D ig g in g s ',  M.
Theunissen, chairm an DO R e lie f  com m ittee t o  C h ief M a g is tra te  
L ichtenburg, 'r e  p a u p er  R e lie f ’, 29 F e b ru a ry  1926? The s t a r  s 
A p r i l  1928, 9 A p r i l  1928.



S tru c tu ra l and n o t c asu a l, and was e x a c e rb a te d  by th e  P a c t 's  
a l lu v ia l  p o lic ie s : '. . . t h e  p o s it io n  i s  now assum ing  such  h u g e  
p roportions th a t  i t  w ould c a l l  f o r  some d r a s t i c  a c tio n  on th e  
p a r t  o f  th e  a u th o r i t ie s ,  t o  a v e r t  a  s e r io u s  c a la m ity . '63 T he 
RC professed  to  b e  above p o l i t ic s ,  b u t,  a s  a sub -com m ittee  of 
t h e  DU, i t  was n o t. W hite p o v e r ty  w as t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  
drawcard of th e  DU which enabled i t  to  d rag  i t s e lf  back in to  th e  
lim e lig h t o f  p o p u la r  p o l i t ic s  on th e  d ig g in g s  in  e a r ly  1928 
a f t e r  i t  had ta k e n  a  ba ck  s e a t  t o  th e  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  d i r e c t  
action.64 C ritic ism  o f  t h e  P a c t’s  a l lu v ia l  po lic y  and th e  DU's 
demands fo r  fre sh  ground made th is  a ssociation  in e v ita b le .  Thus 
th e  RC's ominous f i r s t  communication to  t h e  a u th o r i t ie s  by  i t s  
Chairman, and b e n e fa c to r , Max T h eu n issen : T h e  D iggers  Union 
being a non -politica l body, I  am n o t d e s iro u s  o f  e n te r in g  in to  
political, c - itro v e rsies  with anybody', h e  s a id  in  r e g a rd  t o  th e  
P a c t 's  a l lu v ia l  p o lic y , 'b u t  I  can n o t r e f r a in  from  e x p re ss in g  
th e  view, th a t  a p p a re n tly  th e  same p o lic y  o f  d r i f t ,  which was 
a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  Sm uts G overnm ent... i s  now b e in g  w o rth i ly  
c a r r i e d  on by  th e  p r e s e n t  G overnm ent.1 He p o in te d  o u t  t h e  
p o te n tia l radicalism  which an organisation  of th e  p o o r p o ssessed  
to  coun ter government intransigence: a f te r  a l l  i s  s  -id  and done, 
h e  no ted , 'o f  th e  two e v ils ,  a  man would c e r ta in ly  r a th e r  b e  
s h o t ,  t h a n  b e  s t a r v e d ,  t o  d e a t h . '65

63MNW 918, mm496/2S, 'L i c h te n b u r g  D ig g in g s ',  M.
Theunrdssen, Chairman DU R elief Committee, t o  C h ief M a g is tra te  
L ic h te n b u r g ,  ' r e  P a u p e r  R e l i e f ,  29 F e b r u a r y  1928.

64S e e  C h a p te r  4 a b o v e .

65MNW 918, mm496/28, 'L i c h te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ',  M.
Theunissen, Chairman DU R e lie f  Committee t o  C hief M a g is tra te  
L ic h te n b u r g ,  ' r e  P a u p e r  R e l i e f ,  29 F e b r u a r y  1928.



The RC, and i t s  am bitious chairman, T heunissen (who u se d  th e  
RC t o  fo rw a rd  h is  own p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t io n s 66) ,  u n d o u b te d ly  
e x a g g e ra te d  r e p o r ts  o f  s ta r v a t io n  and p o v e r ty  a m o n g s t t h e  
d ig g e rs  f o r  p o l i t ic a l  p u rp o ses , w h ich  p ro m p te d  t h e  M in ing  
Commissioner t o  complain th a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g i ta t io n  a p p e a rin g  
in  th e  p re s s  generally  regard ing  th e  poverty  on th e  d ig g in g s  i s  
t o  a  c e rta in  e x ten t p ropaganda  and i s  b e in g  u se d  a s  a  h a n d le  
a g a in s t  th e  G overnm ent f o r  n o t  th ro w in g  open m ore  g ro u n d , 
e specially  N am aqualand.'67 The M ining Com m issioner co u ld  n o t 
have been more co rrec t. In  th e  words of Sm uts: 't h e  G overnm ent 
(by means of th e  Act) had  t u r n e d  o f f  th e  t a p ':  by  r e s t r i c t i n g  
new proclamations, banning prospecting, and f in a l ly  by  d e c la r in g  
Namaqualand o u t-o f-b o u n d s  t o  in d iv id u a l  d ig g e rs .  I t  was th u s  
using  th e  power of th e  law ag a in s t th e  unemployed w hich i t  had 
a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  d i g g in g s .6®

The DO wanted nothing t o  do w ith r e lie f  schemes which offered  
wage work. T h ere  i s  e v id e n c e  th o u g h  t h a t  t h e  u n e m p lo y ed  
th e m se lv es w ere n o t a v e r se  t o  ta k in g  t h i s  form  o f  r e l i e f  i f  
circum stances w arran te d  i t . 6® N e v e rth e le s s  th e  DU claim ed a 
membership of 25 p e r  cen t o f a l l  d ig g e rs  a t  L id itenburg  in  March 
1928, and 40 p e r  c e n t  b y  May o f  th e  same y e a r ,  a n d  we can 
surm ise a  f a i r  d e g re e  o f  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  p la n s  f o r  ' r e l i e f

66See MNW 918, mm496/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ', Telegram  
Mining Com missioner K le rk sdo rp  to  L ic h ten b u rg  M a g is tra te , 9 
March 1928, which d e ta ils  th e  p o l i t ic a l  a s p e c ts  o f  T h e u n isse n 's  
w e l f a r i s t  c o n c e rn s .

67MNW 918, mm496/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D ig g in g s ', Memorandum
Lichtenburg Mining Commissioner t o  Under S e c re ta ry  f o r  Mines, 12
M arch  1928.



4

from  th e s e  f ig u r e s .70 The DU was huge ly  in f lu e n t i a l  am ongst 
th e  small d igge rs , and even Beyers implored th e  P re sid e n t o f  th e  
DU t o  u se  h is  in fluence  t o  encourage  d ig g e rs  t o  ta k e  up  r e l i e f  
w ork a t  2s. 6d p e r  day . The DU's o p p o s it io n  t o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
r e l ie f  was made c lea r  when Rheedens leaked news o f  t h i s  p le a  t o  
th e  P ress  and h ighly em barrassed th e  M in is te r  o f  M ines in  th e  
p r o c e s s .71

The question  o f  opening  new g ro u n d  f o r  th e  d ig g e rs  was a 
complex issue . The f i r s t  s t r a n d  in  t h i s  was t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  
e x p ro p r ia te d  company c la im s t o  p ro v id e  a  l iv e l ih o o d  t o  t h e  
d ig g e rs .  The d is t r ib u t io n  o f  th e s e  c laim s on G ra s fo n te in  by  
b a l l o t  in  M arch  1928 w as d is a p p o in t i n g .72 Of som e 4000 
app lican ts  a l l  o f whom had no ground, only 1000 w ere s u c c e s s f u l  
in  d raw ing  l o t s  f o r  c la im s .73 T h is ,  and  t h e  u n im p r e s s iv e  
r e s u l ts  obtained from  th e s e  c laim s, le n t  s u b s ta n c e  t o  rum ours 
th a t  th e  Reserve claim s on H endriksdal, R u ig te la a g te  and  De La 
Keys S t ry d  w ere e q u a lly  w ork ed -o u t and w ould n o t  p ro v id e  a 
l iv e l i h o o d  f o r  t h e  d i g g e r s . 74

The second s tra n d  was t h a t  o f  p ro sp e c tin g . The q u e s tio n  o f  
allowing prospecting was tie d  up w ith  th a t  o f  Nam agualand, f o r  
i f  B eyers 'p e rm itte d  p r o s p e c t in g  t o  go  on  in  t h e  W este rn  
T ran sv aal h e  would h av e  to  allow  i t  in  N am agualand w ith  t h e

70S e e  C h a p te r  4 a b o v e .

71The Potchefstoom H erald  27 March 1928; The Rand D aily 
M ail 23 M arch 1928.

73S e e  f o o tn o te  36 a b o v e .

74T he S ta r  10 March 1928; The P o tc h e fs tro o m  H e ra ld  27
M arch  1928.



r e s u l t  t h a t  diam onds would become p r a c t ic a l l y  u n sa le a b le 1.75 
T he L J was unconv inced  by t h e  M in i s t e r 's  lo g ic .  F i r s t ,  i t  
c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  y e a r  lo n g  p r o h ib i t i o n  on 
prospecting  th ro u g h o u t t h e  Union would n o t  a f f e c t  p ro d u c tio n  
because  th e  syndicates and com panies w hich had  dug  u n d e r  t h e  
g u ise  o f  p rospecting a t  L ich tenburg  had  a lre a d y  e x h au s te d  th e  
g rav e l before  th e  regu la tions were published. The argum en t from 
overproduction was th u s  flawed, and th is  claim was re in fo rce d  by 
plummeting production fig u res  fo r  th e  f ie ld s  from November 1927. 
When Beyers promptly suspended th e  public a tio n  of th e se  m onthly 
production f ig u re s ,  t o e  DU became d e ep ly  s u s p ic io u s .76 On 27 
March 1928 a telegram was despatched to  Roos p r o te s t in g  a t  th e  
prospecting  prohib ition  and th e  P recious S to n es  A ct i n  g e n e ra l 
by  th e  'la rg e s t ever g a thering  seen on th e  f ie ld s ,  e x c lu s iv e  o f  
ru sh es '.77 C lea rly  t h e  governm en t's  h a n d lin g  o f  t h e  sh o r ta g e  
o f  g r o u n d  was b e g in n in g  t o  h a v e  u n p le a s a n t  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  i t . 78

B ecause o f  th e  sh o r ta g e  o f  sh a llo w , r i c h  g r a v e l  in  t h e  
L ic h te n b u r g  d i s t r i c t ,  w h ich  t h e  G r a s f o n te in  b a l l o t  h a d  
confirm ed, and th e  p ro sp e c tin g  ban had made c e r ta in ,  t h e  DU 
f o c u s e d  t h e i r  th o u g h t s  o f  r e l i e f  on N am aqua land , w h ich  
‘P ro v id e n ce  (had) in d ic a te d  a s  a so lu t io n  to  th e  p o o r  w h ite  
p r o b le m '.79 B u t t h e  P a c t  a n d  t h e  DU h a d  a  fu n d a m e n ta l  
d isagreem ent a s  t o  how th e  a re a  would b e  e x p lo ite d . The P a c t 
announced th a t  Namaqualand would b e  re se rv e d  'a s  a  Sphere  of

75T he S t a r  23 D ecem ber 1927.

77T h e  P o tc h e fs tro o m  H e ra ld  27 M arch  1928.



labou r f o r  poo r w hites’, In te rm s o f  t h e  P a c t 's  commitm ent t o  a 
'w h ite  la b o u r  p o l ic y ' a s  e n u n c ia te d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
L abou r.80 Sm uts c a l le d  t h i s  ' s t a t e  s o c ia l i s m ' w h ic h  w ould  
p l e a s e  o n ly  t h e  M in i s te r  f o r  L a b o u r , F .H .P . C r e s w e ll- 81

The DU had a d if fe re n t view. This was b e s t  rep resente d  by th e  
schem e o f  M.c. B rink , a DU member, and a  sm a ll f a r m e r  from  
Coligny.82 The Nam aqualand f ie ld s ,  h e  f e l t ,  s h o u ld  b e  u se d  a s  
a  so lu tion  to  th e  poor w hite q u e s tio n  by s e t t l i n g  p o o r  d ig g e rs  
th e re  a s  independent producers; th e  f ie ld s  w ere t o  b e  r e s e rv e d  
exclusively f o r  th e  needs of th e  poor man, who would w ork th e r e  
independently  under s ta te  p ro tec tion , and  n o t  b e  em ployed a s  a 
r e l ie f  worker by th e  s ta te . He was no t in  favour of th e  p ro p o sed  
s t a t e  d ig g in g s  'a s  t h i s  would on ly  mean t h a t  t h e  p o o r w h ite  
wculd always b e  a p o o r  w h ite '.83 Naruaqualand belo n g ed  t o  t h e  
d ig g e rs  and should b e  e x p lo ite d  on a  s l id in g  s c a le  o f  p r o f i t s  
f o r  th e  s ta te .84 Dr D.P Steenkamp, t h e  In d e p e n d e n t N a tio n a l i s t  
candidate  who stood f o r  Namaqualand in  1929, agreed in  substance  
with B rink 's p lans fo r  th e  so lu tion  o f  th e  p o o r  w h ite  q u e s tio n . 
He d id  no t a g re e  w ith  th e  a b so rp t io n  o f  p o o r  w h ite s  in to  t h e  
ra ilw a y s  a s  t h i s  'o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s '  a n d  h e  
p re fe rred  an adapta tion o f  th e  ’A m erican sy s te m ' w hereby p o o r  
w hites were r e h a b ilita te d  through  ba ck  t o  t h e  la n d  schem es. In  
Hamaqualand th i s  could b e  achieved by  th ro w in g  open  th e  s t a t e

8Cir h e  S t a r  14 D ecem ber 1927.

81MNW 933, m 1112526/28, 'P e t i t i o n s  r e  s u s p e n s io n s  o f  
Precious Stone:: Act No.44 o f  1927', Pam phlet, 'T he  SAP and  th e  
A lluvia l Diamond D igg ings. (E x tra c t  o f  a  speech  d e l iv e r e d  by 
G e n e ra l  S m u ts  a t  V e n te r s d o rp  21 May 1 9 29 ) '.

S2lr h e  S t a r  15 D ecem ber 1927, 20 D ecem ber 1927.

a3 T he S t a r  21 D ecem ber 1927.

84T he S t a r  12 D ecem ber 1928.



digg ings to  poor d igge rs  where they  could w ork a s  p ro d u c e rs .85 
Wage la b o u r  a t  'K a ff ir  r a t e s  o f  p a y ' w as, th e re f o re ,  n o t  t h e  
so lu tio n  to  th e  p o o r w h ite  q u e s tio n  f o r  S teenkam p and B rink . 
While, th e  Kerensky syndicate  recovered m illions of pounds w orth  
o f  diamonds 'w ith th e  a id  o f  a  lo t  o f  p o o r  s u f fe r e r s ,  th o u sa n d s  
of sta rv ing  people had to  look o v e r  t h e  w ire  and s e e  w hat was 
going on and a lm ost p e r is h  from  w an t '.36 The p o o r w h ite s  on 
r e l i e f  works, fo r  example, those  b u ild in g  ro a d s  in  Nam agualand, 
w ere do ing  so  on s ta r v a t io n  wages -  2s. 6d t o  3s a day . How 
cou ld  t h e  governm ent e x p e c t  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  th e m  in  t h i s  
w ay?87

The DU adopted B rin k 's  schem e a s  t h e i r  own and  o v e r  tim e, 
reform ulated and em broidered upon i t .  The DU le a d e rs ,  n o te d  a 
p o l ic e  r e p o r t  on t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  'c o n f in e d  th e m s e lv e s  t o  
w hetting th e  imagination o f  th e  d ig g e rs  w ith  w onderfu l t a l e s  o f 
t h e  r ic h n e s s  o f th e  diamond f ie ld s  o f  N am qualand '.88 T h es e  
t a l e s  in c lu d e d  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  
provisionally  take  ove r th e  diamonds produced w hich would th e n  
b e  's o ld  when th e  tim e  i s  m ost o p p o r tu n e ';  th e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  
allow these  p o o r  w h ite s  to  ta k e  o u t £5000 w orth i f  diam onds, 
b e fo re  r e v o k in g  t h e i r  l i c e n c e s ,  f o r  t h i s  sum w as deem ed 
s u f f i c ie n t  t o  'p u t  t h e  d ig g e r  on h i s  f e e t ' and  a llo w  h im  to  
shake th e  diggings d u s t o ff  h i s  f e e t .  The s t a t e  sho u ld  re c e iv e  
no revenue from th e  diamonds them selves and i t  should revoke th e

8ST he S t a r  17 S e p te m b e r  1928.

06Ife id .

87T hs S t a r  17 S e p te m b e r  1928.

8BMNW 930, mm2424/28, 'R ep o rt on M.C.P. B rink : Member of 
t h e  newly from ed D iggers ' Union in  th e  W estern  T r a n s v a a l ' ,  
D e tec tiv e  Head C onstab le  R.E. W hite, O ff ic e  o f  t h e  D iamond 
D etective Department, V entersdorp, t o  S e n io r  In s p e c to r ,  Diamond 
D e te c t iv e  D e p a rtm e n t , 6 F e b r u a r y  1928.



10 p e r  cen t ex p o rt ta x  on rough diamonds. Trade on th e  d ig g in g s  
shou ld  b e  e n t i r e ly  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  w h ite s; t h e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  
a p p o in t in d e p en d e n t diamond v a lu a to r s  f o r  t h e  d ig g e r s  a n d  
f in a l ly ,  no  A fr ic an s  sho u ld  b e  a llo w ed  on t h e  ffam aqualand  
d ig g in g s .89

Beyers was unconvinced by th e  CU's a lte rn a tiv e  scheme and in  
h is  abrupt, abbrasive  manner informed th e  DO so . The p ro p o sa ls , 
h e  said, were im practicable and th e  Namaqualand d ig g in g s  would 
be worked in  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  th e  s ta te  by e x p lo itin g  them  w ith  
poor w hites from Namaqualand, who wmxld rec eiv e  a good wage in  
t h e  s e rv i c e  o f  th e  s t a t e .90 T h is  was n o t a c c e p ta b l e  t o  t h e  
m ajority o f d iggers: 'We w on't have t h a t .  A ll d ig g e r s  sh o u ld  b e  
allowed t o  go to  Namaqualand. We don’t  want a  S ta te  d ig g in g s , a s  
we a re  no t going  to  w ork f o r  k a f f i r  w ages, a s  th e y  do on th e  
r a i l w a y s , ' t h e y  r a i l e d .91

B attle  lin e s  were c le a rly  dem arca ted  when th e  P a c t C a b in e t 
o ffic ia lly  re je c ted  B r in k 's  scheme on 24 F e b ru a ry  192B.92 The 
tone  of th e  announcement a lie n a te d  everyone: 'T he  d e c is io n  of 
th e  Government in  rega rd  to  th e  Namaqualand deposits  was a rrived  
a t  a f te r  f u l l  considera tion , in c lu d in g  th e  schem e su b m itte d  by 
p o o r  w h ite s  a n d  d ig g e r s ,  a n d  i s  f i n a l .  T he M in i s t e r  i s ,  
th e re f o re , u n a b le  t o  d is c u s s  t h i s  m a t te r  f u r t h e r  w ith  t h e

See f o r  exam ple The S t a r  3 December 1927, 13 December 
1927, 20 December 1927, 21 December 1927, 22 D ecem ber 1927.

90The S t a r  31 December 1927: The P o tche fs troom  H erald  6 
M arch  1928, 30 M arch 1928.

91T he S t a r  20 D ecem ber 1927.

92MNW 898, mm2332/27, 'R e p o r t  o f  M e e tin g ',  T e leg ram  
M inister f o r  Mines t o  M.C. Brink and F. Rheeders (P re s id e n t DU), 
G ra s f o n te in ,  24 F e b r u a r y  1928.



d ig g e rs . . . . ’'  J The to n e  o f  t h i s  p ro n o u n ce m en t w as som ew hat 
d ilu ted  by th e  simultaneous proclam ation o f  c e r ta in  d ig g in g s  in  
L ic h ten b u rg  a s  r e s t r i c t e d  a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s  in  te rm s  o f  t h e  
Precious Stones Act. The Pact, however, w ere c le a r ly  de term in e d  
to  work th e  r ich e s  of Kamagualand in  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
a n d  n o t  on b e h a l f  o f  o n e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p le .94

A t th e  end o f  March 1928 a 30 p e r  c en t d ro p  in  t h e  p r i c e  of 
L ic h ten b u rg  s to n e s  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s a l e  o f  d ia m o n d s  
p roduced  by th e  Namagualand S t a te  D igg ings t o  t h e  D iamond 
Syndicate; ‘The D iggers a r e  a sk in g  i f  t h i s  i s  w hat Mr B eyers 
c a lls  looking a f te r  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  t h e  sm a ll man. The g e n e ra l  
fee ling  amongst th e  digging populat ion i s  t h a t  th e  G overnm ent's 
policy i s  intending to  e n t ir e ly  squash  th e  d ig g e r  and k i l l  th e  
a l lu v ia l  in d u s t ry . '95 T h ere  seeem ed t o  b e  many e x a m p le s  o f  
t h i s  in ten tion ; th e  ba rrenness o f  th e  new ground given by Beyers 
t o  t h e  d ig g e rs  by th e  new b a l lo t  sy stem  a t  G ra s f o n te in ,  a t  
R u i g te l a a g te  ( 'g iv e n  up  by  p r o s p e c to r s  a n d  o th e r s  a s  
unpayab le ') , D elaR eysS tryd  and H er .d r ik sd a l ( ' i t  h a s  a l l  been  
w o rk ed  o u t . . . .  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o r  no  g r a v e l  l e f t  f o r  new 
claim holders'}? th e  f ia s c o  su rro u n d in g  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  
f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  m o n th ly  d iam ond  p r o d u c t io n ;  and  th e  
B e y e r s - R h e e d e rs  c o n t r o v e r s y .

These f e a r s  were added to  by r e p o r t s  o f  grow ing  p o v e rty : 
Ibeunissen  of th e  RC re p o r te d  ’791 a p p lic a t io n s  in  one day  in  
e arly  April, and many o f  th e  a p p lic a n ts  w ere s ta r v in g  d ig g e rs  
who simply could no t earn  a live lihood  b e ca u se  o f  t h e  sh o r ta g e

I 30 M arch  1926.

94MNW 898, mm2332/27, 'R e p o r t  o f  M e e tin g ',  T e leg ram  
M inister o f  Mines to  M.C. Brink and F. R heeders (P re s id e n t DU), 
G ra s f o n te in ,  24 F e b r u a r y  1928.

27 M arch  1928.
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o f  g rave l1.96 Between February  and  A p ri l  t h e  RC re c e iv e d  2400 
a p p lic a t io n s  f o r  food, and 1954 f o r  m ed ica l a t te n t io n .97 The 
e ssen c e  o f  th e  R e 's  r e l i e f  program m e w as s im p le : 'W e w an t

o f  t h i s  d ig g e r  ideo logy: 'We m ust s e rv e  o u rse lv e s  (b ec au se )

S outh  A fr ic a  tw o c la s s e s  o f  p eop le , t h e  m a s te rs  (d ie  base ) ... 
and th e  h ire l in g s . S u re ly  we 
understood th e  im plications of
w ith  them  'Your scheme amounts to  th is : T hat you wish

demands, w hilst d is a g re e in g

r  c a p ita l ’10° What was w rong w ith  t h a t ,  c o u n te r e d  
P residen t of th e  CU, A.J. Sw anepoel: 't h e  d ig g e rs  w ant 

dependent and they  want t o  remain independen t. They do

Government remained obstina te  they

The tu r n in g  p o in t  b o th  in  t e rm s  c f  
resurgence, and th e  p o litica l de fe c tio n  o f  d ig g e rs  from  th e  HP,

DU's p o l i t i c a l

month s t a t e  o f f i c ia l s  had c h a s t i s t u  t h e  d ig g e r s  f o r  t h e i r

' T he  s t a r  5 A p r i l  1926.

?Th e  s t a r  19 A p ri l  1928.



prim itive  in d u s tria l r e la t io n s  a p p a ra tu s , blam ing them  f o r  th e  
K adalie  s t r i k e .102 The s t r i k e  a ls o  co in cid ed  w ith  t h e  d ry in g  
up  o f  shallow  c laim s on th e  L ic h te n b u rg  f i e l d s ,  w h ich  was 
probably th e  reason why th e  small d igge rs  had decided to  red u c e  
th e  wages o f  claim  w o rk ers  from  25s. p e r  week t o  15/6 which 
i s s u e  had  s p a rk e d  o f f  t h e  s t r i k e . 103

The sh o r ta g e  o f  sha llow  g ra v e l  rem ained  a c u te  th ro u g h o u t 
mid-1928. The S ta r  described how 'd iggers who h av e  sam pled new 
ground proclaimed by th e  M in is te r  a r e  r e tu r n in g  to  t h e i r  "old 
loves" eg. Bakers, and Vaalboschputte'. Deep claims w ere now th e  
ru le  r a th e r  than  th e  exception, a s  th e  shallow g rav e l sim ply ra n  
o u t.104 Many d ig g e rs  cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  w ork  t h e  d e e p e r  
claims, and because th e  s ta te  had  oulaw ed f in a n c ia l  ba ck in g  o f  
d ig g e rs  by ou tside  le n d e rs ,  d e ep e r  c laim s w ent unw orked even 
when they  were availab le .105 In  A ugust t h e  governm ent decided  
to  b a llo t th e  Reserve claims i t  had expropria ted on W elverdiend. 
The ru sh  fo r  c laim s was phenom enal and from  th e  L ic h ten b u rg  
digg ings alone 6078 a p p lic a t io n s  w ere re c e iv e d , a lth o u g h  only 
1000 ciaimc were a v a ila b le  f o r  d is t r ib u t io n .105 T h is  in d ic a te d  
th e  acu teness o f th e  position  on th e  fie ld s . D ig g e rs ' g r ie v a n c e s  
were summed up by one d ig g e r: 'R ec en tly  I  r e a d  in  t h e  S t a r  a  
r e p o r t o f a  speech  by G enera l H ertzog , in  w hich h e  s a id  t h a t  
when th e  NP came to  power th e r e  w ere o v e r  24,000 p o o r w h ite s , 
b u t  today th e re  a re  p r a c t ic a l l y  none. I  do n o t a g re e  w ith  th e  
M inster, as i f  he  v is i ted  th e  digg ings in  th e  W estern T ran sv a a l

102S e e  C h a p te r  4 a b o v e.

103J l2 id .

104T he S t a r  28 J u n e  1928.

105T he S t a r  10 M arch  1926.

106T he S t a r  2 A u g u s t 1928.



h e  w ould  f i n d  th o s e  24 ,000  p o o r  w h ite s  g a th e r e d  i n  one  
p l a c e . '107

Economic need and b rea d -a n d -b u tte r  issues d rove  th e  d ig g e rs  
o u t of th e  ranks o f  th e  HP. Three DU executive  committee members 
announced t h e i r  in te n t io n s  t o  s ta n d  a g a in s t  Roos b e c a u se  of 
t h i s :  A.J. Sw anepoel108, M. T h eun issen , and M.C. B rink . They 
a l l  based th e i r  a c tio n s  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  'M r B e y ers , H r  Roos, 
th e  C ab ine t and th e  w hole  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l i s t  P a r t y '  w ere  
r e sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  im poverishm ent o f  t h e  d i g g e r s . 109 'T he  
tim e had come fo r  th e  d iggings to  send th e i r  own r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
t o  P a r lia m en t ,' s ta te d  T h eu n issen  and ' t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
sh o u ld  b e  a  man in d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s . '110 A ll  w er"  
d issa tis fie d  a t th e  P act's r e l ie f  program m es, and  a l l  c on tended  
t h a t  R oos's p rom ise  to  th e  unem ployed d ig g e rs  'w as p u re ly  a 
p o litica l move t o  s a t i s f y  th e  p a r ty  in  r e g a rd  t o  th e  p ro m ises  
made in  conec tion  w ith  t h e  p o o r w h ite  q u e s t io n '.111 I t  i s  in  
th i s  con tex t th a t  we must s itu a te  th e  campaign o f  T ielm an Roos, 
th e  HP member fo r Lichtenburg, and M inister in  th e  P a c t C a b in e t 
in  August 1928, to  win back th e  ’h e a r ts  and  m inds ' o f  t h e  sm all 
d ig g e rs .112 On 17 A ugust Roos v i s i t e d  h i s  c o n s titu e n c y , and  
th e  DO p re se n te d  him w ith a  13 p o in t  l i s t  o f  dem ands, a l l  o f 
w h ich  h e  a c c e p te d :  ‘So f a r  a s  w o rd s  g o , ’ n o te d  th e
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  'M r R oos c a p i t u l a t e d  t o  a l l  t h e  d ig g e r s '

107T he S t a r  22 A u g u s t 1928.

108F o r  b io g r a p h i c a l  d e t a i l s  s e e  C h a p te r  4 a b o v e . 

109£ h e  S t a r  3 A u g u s t 1928.

110Ib id .

l l l lhid.
112,j e e  C h a p te r  4 a b o v e .



demands.'1^  He promised to  procla im  th e  rem ain ing  p o r t io n s  o f  
W elverdiend, G oedgedacht and H o lfon te in  ( in  t h e  K rugersdo rp  
d i s t r i c t ) ,  L aR e/sS try d , H e n d r ik s d a l  a n d  R u i g t e l a a g t e .114

These promises o f r e l ie f  were su ffio en t f o r  Roos t o  b e  g iven  
a  f u l l  vo te  o f confidence from th e  d igg ings b ra n c h e s  o f  t h e  NF, 
and probably resu lted  in  h is  nomination as o ffic ia l NP c an d id a te  
b y  th e  d is t r ic t  Committee in  la te  August. Theunissen fo r  one was 
n o t impressed by h is  p rom ises: 't h e  d ig g e r s  w ere b lu f fe d  in to  
(voting fo r  Roos) by p ro m ises  w hich would n e v e r  b e  f u l f i l l e d ,  
and by th e  slaughter o f a  few f a t  oxen, w hich p ro v id ed  a  meal 
f o r  hundreds o f hungry diggers , who became Mr Rees's su p p o r te rs  
f o r  t h e  d a y . '115 ’N ot o n e  o f  Mr B o o s 's  p r o m is e s  h a s  
m a te r ia l is e d , ' h e  no ted  in  Sep tem ber, 'and  a s  so o n  a s  h e  i s  
n o m in a te d  th e y  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  v a n is h  in  sm o k e . '116

Roos was a s  unsuccessful as Beyers was in  providing long term 
re l ie f  t o  t h e  d iggers on th e i r  te rm s. The W elverdiend b a l lo t  was 
a f a i l u re :  on ly  1000 o u t  o f  t h e  7000 d ig g e r s  who a p p l ie d  
re c ie v e d  a c laim ; h e  d id  n o t  th r o w  o p e n  t h e  re m a in in g  19 
po rtio n s o f  th a t  farm which belonged to  a L ichtenburg  s y n d ic a te  
a s  p ro m is e d 1 1 7 ; t h e  p ro c la m a t io n s  o f  H e n d r ik s d a l  and  
L aR eysS tryd  were f a i l u re s ,  b o th  farm s h a v in g  few t r a c e s  o f  
g r a v e l .118. The H o lfon te in  p ro clam atio n  o f  29 D ecem ber 1928

113T he S t a r  18 A u g u s t 1928.

114I b id .

115T he S t a r  s S e p te m b e r  1928.

l l g l b l d .

117T h e  S t a r  20 S e p te m b e r  1928.

118The S ta r  24 December 1928. T hese  p r o c la m a tio n s  to o k  
p la c e  on 9 J a n u a r y  1929.
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f a iled  t o  s a tis fy  L ictitenburg d ig g e rs  who w ere p re v e n te d  from  
ta k in g  p a r t  in  th e  b a l lo t  a t  H o lfon te in  in  th e  V e n e te rsd o rp  
d i s t r i c t  b e ca u se  o f  t h e  lim ita t io n s  im posed by  th e  P r e c io u s  
S to n e s  A ct on th o s e  who could  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l o t t e r i e s  in  
d i f f e r e n t  m in in g  d i s t r i c t s , 119

Some d iggers  were de term in e d  n o t t o  l e t  t h e i r  claim  to  th e  
N aaaqua land  g r a v e ls  r e s t .  I n  l a t e  December 1928, a n d  e a r ly  
Ja nuary  1929 a group of 300 'ra d ica l Id c h te n b u rg e rs1, headed  by 
th e  u b iq u ito u s  w.H. Thom, g a th e re d  a t  P o r t  S o l lo th  on t h e  
Nam agualand c o a s t  t o  i n s i s t  on th e  r i g h t  o f  d ig g e r s  t o  d ig  
in d e p e n d e n tly  on th e  d e p o s i ts .1^0 They th r e a te n e d  to  'r u s h 1 
th e  s ta te  d iggings t o  peg claims on th e  rich  deposits . They w ere 
n o t th e re , Thom explained, to  s t i r  up s t r i f e  b u t  r a th e r  t o  make 
a l iv in g :  'S in c e  th e y  cou ld  n o t do so , i t  was n o t  s u r p r i s in g  
t h a t  t h e y  r e s o r t e d  t o  o t h e r  m e a s u r e s , '121 T h e u n i s s e n 's  
explanation fo r  th e  P o rt NoUoth a f fa i r  was th a t  th e  M in ste r had 
n o t f u l f i l l e d  h is  p rom ises  t o  g iv e  ground  t o  t h e  d ig g e rs .122 
Officialdom and government remained unmoved, and when rum ours 
began to  c irc u la te  th a t  th e se  d igge rs  were preparing  to  ru sh  th e  
S t a te  d ig g in g s  i l l e g a l ly ,  p o lic e  re in fo rce m en ts  w ere r a p id ly  
d e s p a tc h e d  t o  P o r t  N oU o th  t o  m a in ta in  'law  a n d  o r d e r 1.

With t h i s  show of fo rce  a t  P o rt NoUoth, w hicn b ro u g h t t o  an 
end m ilitan t d igge r p o litic s , and th e  nomination o f  Sw anepoel a s  
th e  ‘d ig g e rs ' r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ' in  th e  NP f o r  t h e  61929 g e n e ra l 
e lec tion , th e  L ich tenbu rg  p o o r w ere rec o n c iled , in  one  way o r  
another, with th e  Pact government. Yet, a s  we h av e  exp lo re d  in

119T he s t a r  29 D ecem ber 1926.

12QT h e  s t a r  3 J a n u a r y  1929.

121T he s t a r  8 J a n u a r y  1929.

122T he S t a r  4 F e b r u a r y  1929.



t h i s  chapter, th e  id e o lo g ic a l d if f e r e n c e s  w hich a ro se  betw een 
't h e  p e o p le 1 and  't h e  p a r t y ’ on  th e  d ig g in g s  o f f e r e d  r i c h  
mater ia l fo r  p o lit ica l d is s e n t .  T hese  becam e im p o rta n t a s p e c ts  
o f  th e  u rb an  w ork ing  c l a s s 's  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  i n  a 
suLsequsnt decade, a s  th e  r u ra l  poor were sy s te m a tic a lly  d r iv e n  
fro m  t h e  c o u n t r y s id e  i n to  t h e  u r b a n  s lu m s.



C h a p te r  S ix

CONCLUSION

Race and C lass  (are) p o l i t i c a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s ,  n o t  d a i ly  
actions? th e  ac tions (are) c a r r i e d  o u t by  com m unities much 
s m a l le r  t h a n  e i t h e r . 1

Explanation of th e  p o litica l behaviour o f  A fr ik a n e rs  in  South 
A frican h is to riography  h a s  been  dom inated  by th e  ts le o lo g ic a l  
u s e  o f  e i t h e r  id e o lo g y  ( 'r a c e '  c o n s c io u s n e s s )  o r  'c l a s s '  
(narrowly in te rp re ted  a s  'economic' i n te r e s t ) .  T h is  d is s e r ta t io n  
c r i t i c i s e d  th e  u se  o f  t h e s e  o v e r a r c h in g  c a t e g o r i e s ,  w hich  
o p e ra te  a t  th e  le v e l  of 't h e  n a t io n ' o r  'e conom ic  c l a s s ' ,  t o  
e x p la in  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io u r  o f  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s  o f  
A frikaners. A more 'n a tu ra l ' u n i t  o f so c ia l  o rg a n is a tio n  to  t e s t  
th e  s a l ie n c e  o f  th e s e  c a te g o rie s ,  i t  was su g g e s te d , w as t h e  
community, f o r  A fr ik a n ers , a s  O'M eara p o in ts  ou t, h av e  a lw ays 
been 'd isparate, d if fe ren tia te d  and  h ig h ly  f r a c t io u s ' and n o t  a 
homogeneous u n ity .2 T h is  c r i t ic i s m  d id  n o t im ply a  r e je c t io n  
o f  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  e i t h e r  'r a c e ' o r  'c l a s s '  i n  e x p la in in g  
p o litica l a c tio n . R a th e r, we so u g h t t o  r e c o n c ile  t h e  supposed

1J .  L onsdale, 'F rom  C olony  t o  I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t e :  S o u th  
A frican H istoriography a s  seen  from  E ng land ', S o c ia l Dynamics, 
9 , N 0.1, 1983, p . 67.

2D. O'Meara, i

J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  1983, p .6
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'd icho tom y1 in  S outh  A frican  h is to r io g r a p h y  by  re f in in g  o u r  
analy tica l mesh to  more manageable dimensions, d raw ing upon th e  
notion th a t  th e  'e x p e r ie n c e s ' o f  o rd in a ry  S outh  A fric an s w ere 
moulded w ith in  t h e  't in y  and k a le id o s c o p ic  g ro u p in g s ' w hich  
c onstitu ted  th e i r  im m ediate s o c ia l r e a l i t y .3 T h is  e x e rc is e  was 
n o t  conce ived  in  an  h i s t o r i c a l  v o id  a n d  we d rew  f o r  o u r  
in s p i ra t io n  upon th e  r e c e n t  s tu d i e s  in  t h e  f i e l d  o f  S o u th  
A frican so c ia l h is to ry , o f  which th e  work o f  van onselen  m ust be 
a ck n o w le d g ed  a s  p a th b r e a k i n g .4 .

The Lictitenhurg d igging community, ju s t  one o f  th e se  t i n y  and 
kaleidoscopic  g ro u p in g s’, form ed th e  u n i t  o f  a n a ly s i s  in  t h i s  
d is se rta tio n . Our an aly sis  follow ed  th e  a d v ic e  o f  S hula  Marks, 
t h a t  we lo o k  a t  A f r ik a n e r  p o l i t i c s  'i n  t e rm s  o f  s o c i a l  
s t r u c tu r e ,  economic and c la s s  i n t e r e s t s  and th e  g r a s s - r o o ts  
le v e l o f m obilisation and p a r ty  r e c ru i tm e n t '.5 T h is  p a r t i c u la r  
h ie ra r c h y  o f  a n a ly s i s ,  b e g in n in g  w ith t h e  m a te r ia l  l e v e l  o f  
d a ily  l i f e  and th e  social s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  community, and on ly  
th e n  a d d re s s in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and id e o lo g ic a l a l l i a n c e s  and  
co alitio n s w ithin th e  community, does n o t  im ply a h ie ia c h y  in  
te rm s o f  th e se  d if fe re n t le v e ls  o f  a n a ly s is .  We h o ld , w ith E.P. 
Thompson, t h a t  g ro u p s  make th e m se lv es in  c o n f l ic t ,  and t h a t  
t h e i r  c o n sc io u sn ess  c a n n o t b e  s im p ly  r e a d  o f f  from  t h e i r

nT. L onsdale, 'F rom  C olony  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  s t a t e ' , -  p . 70.

H is to r y  o f  t h e  W itw a te r s ra n d . 1 8 8 6 -1 9 1 4 . 2 v o lu m e s , 
Jo h a n n esb u rg , 1982. See a lso  th e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
U niversity  o f  th e  W itw atersrand's 1984 H is to ry  W orkshop p a p e rs  
b y  B. Bozzoli, (ed.), C lass . Com m unity a n d  C o n f l ic t :  S o u th  

B—  ----- , Jo h a n n e s b u r g , 1987.

, J o u r n a l  o f



objective  c la ss  position in  th e  so c ia l  s t r u c tu r e .  N ev e rth e le ss , 
i t  i s  im portant th a t  th e  m ateria l underpinnings of th e  community 
b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  e n a b le  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  t o  w e ig h  up  t h e  
im p o rta n ce  o f  t h e  m a te r ia l  a n d  t h e  id e o lo g ic a l  l e v e l s  o f  
e x p la n a t io n .  Jo h n  L o n s d a le  e x p la in s  i t  in  t h i s  w ay:

I t  i s  c le a r ly  e s s e n t ia l  t o  a n a ly se  w hat a p p ea r  t o  b e  t h e  
m aterial n ecessitie s  o f any given  mode o f  p ro d u c tio n , t h e i r  
in te rn a l s t r u c tu r e  and  i t s  co rresp o n d in g  s o c ia l  r e la t io n s  
(for) c la ss  does have a  strong  s tr u c tu ra l  com ponent. B ut t o  
s te p  th e r e  i s  t o  r i s k  an  a h i s t o r i c a l  f u n c t io n a l i s m ,  t o  
m is ta k e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  c a u s e s .

C lass  s t r u c tu r e  i s ,  h e  c o n tin u e s , n o t  a  synonym  f o r  c l a s s  
p o l i t i c s .  P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  v a r io u s  c o a l i t i o n s  a n d  
a llia n c e s , and th e  concom itan t m yths o f  lo y a l ty  and b e tra y a l  
t h a t  a re  formulated, a re , on th e  c on tra ry , de term ined by  t h e  t h e  
c re a tiv e  p o li t ic a l  r e sp o n se s  o f  s p e c i f ic  c la s s e s  o f  p e o p le , in  
t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .6 T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  
c le a r ly  d e m o n s tra te d  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  t r u i s m  f o r  t h e  
p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  d ig g in g  c om m unity .

Our analysis o f th e  so c ia l s tru c tu re , and economic and c la s s  
in te re s t, unveiled th e  ex istence  o f  competing c la s s  i n t e r e s t s  on 
t h e  d ig g in g s , a  f a c t  h i th e r to  ob sc u re d . The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a 
c a p i t a l i s t  c la s s  w ere c ru c ia l  in  d e te rm in in g  th e  s o c i a l  and  
economic s tru c tu re  o f  th e  d ig g in g s . The te rm  'd ig g e r s ',  i t  was 
noted, was simply d e scrip tiv e  of an amorphous and he tero g en e o u s 
g im p  of producers, who spanned th e  occupational gap between th e  
p ro fe s s io n a l  d ig g e r  -  a  fu l ly  f le d g e d  in d iv id u a l  c a p i t a l i s t  
e n tre p r e n e u r  -  on th e  one hand , and  t h e  im p o v e r is h e d  and  
in te rm itten tly  employed w hite wage worker on th e  o ther. In  o th e r  
words, th e  te n s  'd igger' was not synonomous w ith t h e  te rm  'p o o r

6J .  L onsdale, 'F rom  C olony  to  I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t e ' ,  p .70.
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Although a lm ost th e  e n t i r e  w ork fo rce  on th e  d ig g in g s  was 
A fr ic an , th e r e  was a  m in o rity  s tra tu m  o f  im poverished  w h ite  
w orkers whose p o l i t ic a l  lo y a l t ie s  w ere c le a r ly  u n sy m p a th e tic  
w ith th e  majority o f  A frican  w orke rs . We look  in  v a in  f o r  any 
s ig n  o f  a  w o rk e rs ' movement am ongst t h e s e  wage w orke rs . I n  
addition , th e re  i s  no ev idence  o f  a w o rk e rs ' movement am ongst 
w h ite  w orke rs  on ly . On th e  c o n tra ry , t h e  m a rg in a lised  w h ite  
w orkers iden tif ied  with t h e  in d e p en d e n t w h ite  d ig g e r,  one who 
could 'come with swag on h is  back, go t o  th e  n e a r e s t  s to r e  and 
a sk  fo r  and g e t c red it, and by h is  own pluck, energy  and  la b o u r  
e le v a te  h im self  t o  an in d e p en d e n t s t a t e 1. T h is  se n tim e n t was 
i l lu s tr a te d  c lea rly  by th e  response of th e se  d ig g e rs  t o  B e y ers 's  
o f f e r  t o  f in d  wage work f o r  them on th e  N am agua land  S t a t e  
Diggings: 'We d o n 't  w ant a S t a te  D ig g in g s,' th e y  ra i le d ," a s  we 
a re  n o t going to  work fo r  k a ff ir  wages, a s  ( th e  p o o r  w hites) do 
on th e  ra ilw a y s.’7 The m a rg in a lised  d ig g e rs ,  on t h e  c o n tra ry , 
w anted  to  b e  in d e p en d e n t p r o p r i e to r s :  ' t h e  d ig g e r s ,  * s t a t e d  
th e i r  spokesman, A.J. Swanepoel, 'w ant t o  b e  in d e p en d e n t and 
th e y  want to  remain independent. They do n o t  w ant t o  w ork f o r  
o th e r s .  '8

These d igge rs  d isplayed an awareness o f  th e i r  positio n  in  t h e  
s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  t h e  d ig g in g s ,  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  ' f a t  
p u r s e s ' and th e  'm oneyed e lem en t' a s , in  a s e n s e ,  s t a n d in g  
between them and th e  a tta in m en t o f  t h e i r  d e s ire d  s ta tu s .  They 
did  net, however, lay  th e  blame f o r  t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t i e s  upon th e  
c a p i t a l i s t  sy s te m  i t s e l f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  b lam ed  t h e  'u n f a i r '

' T he  S t a r  20 D ecem ber 1927. 

8T he S t a r  18 J u n e  1928.



o p e r a t io n s  o f  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  who, th e y  
a sserted , were sub v ertin g  th e  r i g h t s  o f  th e  .small man. B eyers 
summed up th is  sentim ent c lea rly  in  h is  rep ly  to  th e  Nairtaqualand 
schem e o f  t h e  D ig g e rs 1 U nion o f  S o u th  A f r ic a  (DU), w hich  
proposed th a t  th e  deposits  be worked independen tly  by  in d ig e n t 
d ig g e rs  who would b e  given c a p ita l to  do so  by  th e  s ta te :  'You 
w ish ,' h e  s a id , 't o  make a  c a p i t a l i s t  o f  ev ery  p o o r w h ite  o r  
u n e m p lo y e d . '9

This sentim ent i s  im p o r ta n t in  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  p o l i t ic a l  
ide o lo g y  o f  th e s e  d ig g e rs .  The a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s  becam e th e  
Utopia o f th e  'sm all man'. Here on th e  d ig g in g s  t h e  prom ises  of 
th e  P a c t w ould b e  r e a l i s e d .  T h e  d ig g e r s  w ould  e n jo y  th e  
pro tec tion  of a  sym pathetic government, which would s h ie ld  them 
from th e  'c a p i ta l i s t  p e s t s ' who m onopolised th e  c laim s by th e  
exercise  o f  th e i r  money power. The sm all man would b e  g iv e n  a 
chance to  accumulate su ffic ie n t c ap ita l t o  's e t  h im se lf  up  a s  an 
in d e p e n d e n t p r o p r i e to r ' and n o t s l i p  in to  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  
unemployed poor w hite o r  be employed a t  'k affir  r a te s  o f  p a y ' on 
r e l i e f  schemes. L egislation would ensu re  an equal o p p o r tu n ity  t o  
a l l  c itiz en s  w ithout re fe ren c e  t o  s ta tu s  o r  w ealth . 'T he  po lic y  
o f  one-m an, one-c laim ; t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  b la c k  
la b o u r  and th e  e lim in a tio n  o f  th e  com panies and  s y n d ic a t e s  
fo rm ed  t h e  c o re  o f . . .  t h e  d i g g e r ' s  d e m a n d s . '3-0

T hese  dem ands w ere u n d e rp in n e d  by  a  c l e a r  id e o lo g ic a l  
message, t h a t . 't h e  d ig g e rs  w ere 'tn e  p e o p le ' who had  p u t  t h e  
people 's government1 -  th e  Pact -  in  pow er. Almost 95 p e r  c e n t 
o f  th e  w tite  d iggings population were A frikaners, n e a r ly  70 p e r

9T he P o tc h e fs tro o m  H era ld  24 A p r i l  1928.

1-0S e e  C h a p te r  T h re e  a b o v e , p p .7 9 -8 1 .
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c e n t  came from t i e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  T r a n s v a a l ,  a n d  th e  
m ajority  o f them had  vo te d  f o r  th e  NP in  th e  1924 e le c t io n .11 
The d iggers  iden tified  very  c losely w ith th e  NP: t h e  m a jo r ity  of 
d ig g e rs  were, and had a lw ays b een . N a t io n a li s ts ,  a s s e r te d  k J .  
S-. . s p o e l .  And A.H. I r e t o n  a n d  W.P. Thom, t h e  'd i g g e r s '  
a d v o c a te s ' ,  c o n d u c te d  t h e i r  c am p a ig n  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  
c ap ita lis ts  under t h e  b a n n er  and p r o te c t io n  o f  t h e  NP.12 T h is  
unspol^en 'ra c ia l' assumption u n d e rla y  th e  c o n sc io u sn ess  o f  th e  
digger-1' -nvement, and con tribu ted  to  th e  d if f u s e  ide o lo g y  t h a t  
mobi'1 . 'th e  p e o p le ' -  d ig g e rs  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d in g  and  
s ta tu s  -  in  a popular movement o f g r e a t  v ig o u r . I n i t i a l l y ,  th e  
governm ent was id e n tif ie d  a s  th e  d ig g e rs ' p a tro n ;  u n d e r  th e  
p a tro n a g e  o f  th e  P ac t, th e  d ig g e rs  'w ould g e t  t h e i r  r i g h t s ' ,  
asser te d  Ire ton  and Thom. 'We must have th e  Government w ith  u s; 
we must s tand  by th e  Government, fo r  so  lo n g  a s  we a re  f a i r  t o  
th e  Government so w ill th e  Government b e  f a i r  t o  u s . '13 And so 
th e  d ig g e rs  e a g e r ly  c o u r te d  t h e  P a c t ,  and  g u id e d  ' t h e i r '  
governm ent in  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  'd ig g e r s ' U to p 'a ', b y  m eans o f  
d e p u ta t i o n s  and  p e t i t i o n s  and  p u b l i c  m e e tin g s .

The Precious. ..tones » c t was t h e  H P's p o l i t i c a l  s ta te m e n t t o  
th e  d igging community. However, th e  b e h in d - th e - sc e n e s  lob b y in g  
w h ic h  acco m p an ied  th e  c o n c e p tio n  a n d  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h i s  
c o n tro v e r s ia l  l e g is la t io n , d r a s t ic a l ly  m o d ifie d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
p r in c ip le .  'T he  m ain p r i n c i p l e  u n d e r ly i n g  t h i s  m e a s u r e , ' 
explained Beyer.,, 'i s  th a t  th e  a llu v ia l d ig g in g s , s u b je c t  t o  th e  
in te r e s ts  o f  th e  s ta te ... sh a ll rem ain t h e  r e s e rv e  and  p r e s e rv e

11See  C h a p te r  F o u r  a b o v e , p .S3.

12S e e  C h a p te r  T h re e  a b o v e , p . 7 5 -7 6 .

13Ih § -_ £ M r 11 N ovem ber 1926.



of t h e  sm a ll m an.'14 I n  so  f a r  a s  t h i s  le g is la t io n  e lim in a te d  
th e  companies and sy n d ic a te s , w hich w ere  a s so c ia te d  w ith  't h e  
w orst excesses o f  c a p i ta l i s t  e n t re p r e n e u rs h ip ',  t h i s  p r in c ip le  
was upheld.15 However, th e  p r ice  p a id  f o r  t h i s  p a tro n a g e  was a  
h igh  one: to ta l  s ta te  c o n tro l  o f  t h e  n a tu re , sc ope  and f o r a  o f  
a llu v ia l digg ing  w ithin th e  union. Dot only was a l lu v ia l  d igg ing  
m ore s t r i c t l y  a d m in is t e r e d  a f t e r  D ecem ber 1928, b u t  t h e  
government a lso  to o k  i t  upon i t s e l f  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  o u tp u t o f 
th e  a llu v ia l d iggings to  a  f ixed  proportion of th e  t o t a l  diamond 
ou tpu t o f th e  Union. The Pact a ls o  com m itted i t s e l f  t o  lim itin g  
th e  number of d -ggers and d ispersing  t h -  community: 'T h e re  a re  
to o  many d iggers ,1 s ta te d  M in is te r  B eyers, 'a nd  th e r e  m ust b e

T his aspec t o f con tro l and regu la tion  was c le a r ly  n e t  in  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  P a c t ,  a n d  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
specula te  a s  to  why th e  Pact w orked a g a in s t  i t s  b e s t  p o l i t ic a l  
in te re s ts  in  implementing i t .  One p o s s ib le  app roach , w hich we 
have followed in  th is  d is s e r ta t io n , l i e s  in  e x p lo rin g  th e  c la s s  
d im ensions o f  a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g . The in d iv id u a l  d ig g e r  ,»  th e  
L itiitenburg fie ld s  was not, in  any economic se n se , 'f r e e 1 o f  th e  
bonds of property  and p rop rie ty . 'D iggers were bound in  a  web of 
in te r lo c k in g  com m ercial in t e r e s t s  w hich ex ten d e d , l i t e r a l l y ,  
teem  th e  g rave l o f th e  south-w estern T - w v a a l  t o  th e  boardrooms 
and exchanges of th e  diamond . lo r ld . '17 The c la s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
th e  local c a p ita lis ts  m  th e  a l lu v ia l  d ig g in g s , more e sp e c ia l ly

14Hansard, Second R eading o f  t h e  P re c io u s  S to n es  B ill , 25 
A p r i l  1927, 2694.

15S e e  C h a p te r  Two, :  p .2 1 -2 0 , a b o v e  f o r  d e t a i l s .

16S e e  C h a p te r  F o u r  a b o v e, p p .8 7 -8 8 .

17S e e  C h a p te r  Two a b o v e , p . 27.



th o se  o f  th e  owners of th e  proclaimed farm s, and  th e  sy n d ic a te  
and company prom oters, s e v e re ly  c irc u m sc rib ed  th e  com m ercial 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  sm all, i n d iv i d u a l  p r o d u c e r s .  T h e s e  l o c a l  
c a p i t a l i s t s ,  who m onopolised l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  g r a v e l  
th rough  p r iv a te  ownership, had a l l  th e  m isfortunes and  t r i a l s  o f  
diamond digging v is i te d  upon them, w ithin th e  f i r s t  18 m onths of 
d igging. Yet behind th is ,  a p p a re n tly  in c h o a te , p u b l ic  cam paign 
ag a in s t th e  lo c al c ap ita lis ts , y e t o th e r  c la s s  i n t e r e s t s  w ere a t

In  December 1926 A.H. Ire ton  and W.p. Thom were approached in  
Johannesburg by th e  dcyens of th e  world'c diamond in d u s t ry ,  S i r  
E rn est O ppenheiaer and S o lly  Jo e l. O ppenheim er a n d  Jo e l, who 
be tw een  them h e ld  th e  c o n tro l l in g  i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  Diamond 
S y n d ic a te  and  in  t h e  U n io n 's  d iam ond m in e s , w an ted  some 
ass is ta n ce  in  'fix in g ' th e  provisions c f  th e  new P re c io u s  S to n es 
B ill such th a t  th e  a llu v ia l production from L icbtenburg would b e  
re d u c e d  t o  a ’r e s p e c t a b le 1 p r o p o r t io n  o f  t h e  U n io n 's  m ine  
p ro d u c tio n . U n d erp in n in g  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e s e  
spokesmen fo r  d igge r opinion, was th e  m agnates ' b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  
p rom o tion  o f  a "a w h ite  m an's d ig g in g s ' w ould e l im in a te  tw o  
th o rn y  p rob lem s o f  t h e i r s :  th e  im m ediate 'o v e rp ro d u c tio n ' o f  
a llu v ia l diamonds, and th e  problem of how t o  c o n tro l  p ro d u c tio n  
from th e  a llu v ia l d ig g in g s  in  th e  long  te rm , M eithe r o f  th e s e  
problem s was p u re ly  'econom ic1 in  n a tu re .  The d ig g e rs , a s  we 
have shown, were p o li t ic a l  an im als, h av ing  c lo s e  t i e s  w ith  t h e  
HP, and q u ite  p re p a re d  t o  de fend  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a s  in d iv id u a l  
p roducers. The Pact, on th e  e th e r  hand, was n o t  f r e e  t o  ig n o re  
t h e  dem ands o f  th e  diamond m agnates, f o r  t h e  r e v e n u e  from  
diamond mining was vis a lly  im portan t t o  t h e  f u n c tio n in g  o f  t h e  
government. Economic in te re s t  he re  confronted p o l i t ic a l  i n t e r e s t



in  a m o s t d i r e c t  m a n n e r .18

The m agnates w ere, t h e re f o re ,  fo rc ed  to  d e sce n d  from  th e  
O lympian h e ig h ts  o f  h ig h  fin a n c e  ( to  w hich  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  
re le g a ted  by  many sc h o la rs )  t o  t h e  more m undane e x e rc is e  of 
th e i r  money-power a t  th e  le v e l o f  lo c a l  p o l i t i c s .  T h is  th e y  did  
with p a rtic u la r  energy and g re a t  e f fe c t iv e n e s s .  T h e ir  cam paign 
was m ultifaceted, and flex ib le, ecompassing th e  f in a n c in g  o f  th e  
popular d ig g e rs ' movement o f  I re to n  and Thom, t o  th e  f lo a t in g  o f  
a  dummy h o ld in g  company, t h e  High L eve l G ra .e l s  L td ., which 
p u rch a sed  f iv e  d iam ond iferous farm s ly in g  on th e  p r i n c i p a l  
g rave l run  a t  Lichtenbuzg, and two of th-i subdivided p o r tio n s  of 
G rasfon tein  in  o rd e r  t o  keep  th e  d ig g e rs  from  w orking th e s e  
deposits. Ire ton  and Thoms cam paign s k i l f u l l y  sc ap e g o a te d  th e  
l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s  -  ' t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  p e s t s '  -  a s  b e in g  
responsib le  fo r  overproduction and th e  i l l s  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs .  And 
tak ing  th e i r  cue, th e  Pact ju s t i f ie d  t h e  'new  a l lu v ia l  p o l ic y ' -  
embodied in  th e  Precious Stones Act -  a s  a  'w hite la b o u r  p o l ic y ' 
i n  l i n e  w ith  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  p ro m is e s  o f  1924. T h e  l o c a l  
c a p i t a l i s t s  had t h e i r  a l lu v ia l  p ro p e r ty  e x p ro p r ia te d  b y  th e  
s ta te , because they  had 'v i t ia te d  th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  le g is la t io n ' 
and 'u n fa irly ' monopolised th e  rich  gravel. H enceforth  th e y  w ere 
b a r r e d  from  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  becam e  la n d e d  
p r o p r i e t o r s  o n ly .

T h is  p o lic y  s e rv e d  t h e  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  d iam ond 
m agnates in  tw o w ays. F i r s t ,  t h e  im m ed ia te  p ro b le m  o f  t h e  
overproduction o f  a llu v ia l diamonds by c u ttin g  down th e  company 
and sy n d ic a te  p ro d u c tio n  was so lv e d . Secondly , t h e  P re c io u s  
Stones Act introduced s ta te  con tro l over a llu v ia l p ro d u c tio n , by 
in tro d u c in g  a s p e c if ic  p ro d u c tio n  q uo ta , and by  l e g i s l a t i n g

18S e e  C h a p te r  T h re e  a b o v e .
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lo c a l companies o u t o f  th e  sphe re  of p ro d u c tio n , w hich was now 
e x c lu s i v e ly  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  s m a ll man.

T h e  P a c t 's  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  p o l ic y  se em s t o  h a v e  b e e n  
conditional upon th e  acquiescence of th e  digg ing  community. And 
I rs to n  and Thoms support f o r  a  'w h ite  la b o u r ' p o lic y  seem ed to  
g ua ran tee  th a t  t h e  new a l lu v ia l  p o lic y , e n sh r in e d  by  t h e  Act, 
was a ccep tab le  t o  t h e  d ig g e rs .  I n  t h i s  way i t  was hoped  t h a t  
bo th  th e  p o lit ica l and th e  im m ediate econom ic in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  
Pact would be served. From t h i s  p o in t  onw ards, how ever, m ajor 
ideo log ical problems grew up between th e  d igg ing  community and 
th e  Pact, which were expressed a s  disillusionm ent w ith th e  NP in  
p a r t i c u la r .  As we h av e  seen , th e  d ig g e r s  w ere  n o t  p a s s iv e  
p o litica l pawns. When th e  r e s t r i c t i v e  p o lic y  o f  t h e  governm ent 
was made c le a r  in  December 1927, a n d  t h e  a l l u v i a l  d ig g in g  
industry , in  th e  w ords o f  G enera l Sm uts, 'h a d  t h e  t a p  tu rn e d  
o f f ' ,  a  m ajor id e o lo g ic a l s h i f t  o c cu rre d  w i th in  t h e  d ig g in g  
community. 'A t th e  e leventh h o u r ,' d e c la re d  Thom, 't h e  M in is te r  
o f Mines had betrayed  th e  poor d igge rs  and made a  p rese rr ' o f  th e  
d ig g in g s  t o  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s . ' T h is  b re a c h  o f  f a i t h  c a lle d  th e  
c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  NP i n to  q u e s t io n .

In i t ia l ly  th e re  was hesita tio n  in  c r i t i c i s in g  th e  governm ent, 
and critic ism  was th e re fo re  reserved  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l d i r e c t ly  
responsib le  fo r  implementing governm ent p o lic y  -  F.W. Beyeirc, 
th e  M inister fo r  Mines. But behind e v ery  M in is te r  th e r e  s ta n d s  
th e  p a r t /  caucus, and behind th e  caucus, th e  C ab ine t. And a s  a 
c lea rly  discern ib le  increm ent in  th e  s c a le  o f  im poverishm en t on 
th e  d ig g in g s  became n o tic e a b le , so  th e  H P's c r e d ib i l i t y  w as 
inc reas ing ly  questioned, when, in  December 1927, W.P. Thom was 
expelled from th e  digg ings, th e  p o l i t i c a l  vacuum was f i l l e d  by 
t h e  D ig g e rs ' U nion  o f  S o u th  A f r ic a ,  w h ic h  a c te d  a s  t h e  
mouthpiece fo r  th e  community. T h is  o r g a n is a tio n  in h e r i te d  th e  
d ie  c o n te n t  which Thom so  s k i l f u l l y  e n g in e e re d  f o r  h i s  own 
p e r s o n a l  g a in , a n d  w hen , in  F e b r u a r y  1928, t h e  C a b in e t
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o ffic ia lly  re jec ted  th e  DU's a lte rn a tiv e  scheme f o r  Namaqualand, 
t h e  p o lit ic a l quiescence of th e  d igging conrniunity tow aids th e  HP 
a b rup tly  ended. I t  was free ly  s ta te d  th a t  'a s  M in ister  B eyers op 
d ie  delwerye d u rf  verskyn, hy v e rs k e e r  s a l  w ord .... D ie gevoel 
i s  c o r  d ie  algemeen bale  v e zb itte rd  want d ie  mense re d e n e e r  d a t  
d ie  Regering d ie  delwerye w il dcod druk  deu r d ie  d e lw ers  u i t  t e  
h o n g e r . '19

The P a c t 's  ha n d lin g  o f  th e  'd ig g in g  q u e s tio n ' was a  model 
com bination  of bad  tim in g  and p o l i t ic a l  i n e p t i tu d e ,  f o r  t h e  
d ig g e rs  gave ample notice, even so  la te  a s  in  O ctober 1928, t h a t  
i f  t h e  NP d id  n o t 'rem ove th e  lo o s e  w h ee l fro m  t h e  p a r ty  
m a c h in e r y ',  t . i e y  w ould c o n s id e r  e l e c t i n g  'I n d e p e n d e n t  
n a tio n a l is ts ' in  th e  digging c o n s titu e n c ie s  f o r  th e  fo rthcom ing  
genera l e lection of June 1929, b u t th a t  th e y  would do t h i s  on ly  
a s  a  l a s t  re so r t '. I t  seems a s  i f  th e  NP le a d e rs h ip  su b sc rib ed  
t o  th e  view th a t  Ideological d ifferences w ith  t h e  S outh  A frican  
P a r ty  would preven t a r e v iv a l  o f  t h e  SAP on th e  d ig g in g s : ' I t  
would be an a c t o f  folly  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  d ig g e rs  t o  v o te  f o r  
( th e  SA P)/ s t a t e d  B e y e rs , 'a  p a r ty  t o  w h ich  t h e  Diamond 
Syndicate owed a llegiance..,. The d igge rs  would th e re f o re  a lw ays 
oppose  th e  Oppenheimer p a r ty . '20 And t h i s  was b o rne  o u t by 
u t t e r  f a ilu re  o f  th e  SAP to  b u ild  upon  t h i s  d ig g e r  d is c o n te n t  
w ith  t h e  NP.21 B onds o f  l o y a l ty ,  and  t i e s  o f  e m o tion  and  
a f f e c t io n  t o  t h e  NP w ould  h o ld  t h e  d ig g e r s  w ith in  t h e  
N a tio n a l i s t  camp. Yet t h r e e  fo rm e r  N a t io n a l i s t  s n n p o r t e r s  
announced th e i r  in ten tions t o  stand a s  In d ep e n d en ts  in  p r o te s t  
a t  th e  NP's trea tm ent of th e  digging community. I n  th e  w ords o f

D ie B u ro e r  1 M arch  1B28.

i c h a p te r  Four above, p .84.



i .

one of them, 'T".e p a r ty  had  n o t come up  t o  th e  m ark ... and i t  
was tim e f o r  a c h an g e .'22 I t  was 'th e  p a r ty ' w hich had  fa ile d  
t h e  people' s ta te d  Max T heun issen , t h e  Chairm an o f  t h e  DU's 
'Poor White' R elief Committee: ‘Mr Beyers, Mr Roos, t h e  C ab ine t, 
and th e  whole o f th e  N ationalist Party  were r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
p l ig h t  c i  th e  d ig g in g  com m unity.|23 T h is  'b e t r a y a l ' ju s t i f i e d  
th e  abandonment o f th e  p a r ty ,  and th e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e i r  id e a ls  
ou tside  th e  s tr ic tu re s  o f being ru led  by  t h e  c aucus: Sw anepoel 
d e c la re d  t h a t  h e  would c o n te s t  th e  s e a t  a s  a n  I n d e p e n d e n t  
N a t io n a li s t 'a s  h e  d o ss  n o t in te n d  t h a t  th e  d e c is io n  o f  t h e  
c a u c u s  s h a l l  b e  b in d in g  on h im '.24

Bread and b u tte r  is su e s  drove th e  d igge rs  ou t of th e  ranks of 
t h e  HP in  th e  l a s t  few m onths o f  1928, y e t  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
c a n d id a te s  who c anvassed  f o r  t h e  d i g g e r s ’ v o te  d id  s o  by  
promising re a l economic r e l ie f  to  th e  'd igging community' b u t  on 
a  broad 'n a tio n a lis t ' t i c k e t .  As A.J. Sw anepoel p u t  i t :  ' I  am a 
N ationalist... and one o f  t h e  w orke rs  who p la ce d  th e  p a r ty  in  
power. (And even) today I  am s t i l l  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p r in c ip le s  
o f  th e  p a r ty ,  b u t  I  am no w o rsh ip p er o f  p e r s o n s . '25 i f  t h e  
party  did  n o t come up to  scra tch , added Max Theunissen, then  why 
sho u ld  t h e  d ig g e rs , who r e p r e s e n te d  o n e - tw e n t i e th  o f  t h e  
popul a ti on, n o t be represen ted  by th e i r  own man 'who w ould n o t 
b e  bcund 'hand and fo o t' by th e  d e c is io n s  o f  a c a u c u s . '26 T hus 
a lthough th e  d iggers ' movement was d r iv e n  p r im a r ily  by  narrow

22X he S t a r  6 S e p te m b e r  1928.

23ihia.
24T he S t a r  2 A u g u s t 1928. 

25The S t a r  6 J u ly  1923.

26T he s t a r  6 S e p te m b e r  1928.



econom ic I n te r e s t s ,  which c o n s t i tu te d  t h e  r a t i o n a le  f o r  t h e  
growth of th e  DU, ideological fac to rs  exerted  a sup r i s in g  d e g re e  
o f  in flu e n ce  on th e  n a tu re  o f  t h e  d ig g e rs ' p  O it ic a l  a c t iv i ty  
and  th e  ran g e  c f  p o l i t i c a l  o p t io n s  t h e y  w ere  p r e p a r e d  t o  
consider. As we have noted, th e  d igge rs  were vehemently opposed 
t o  an atxximnicdstion with th e  'O ppenheim er P a r ty '-  t h e  SAP- on 
id e o lo g ic a l  g ro u n d s .

I t  i s  perhaps no t su rp r i s in g , th e n , t h a t  th e  p o p u la r  ch o ice  
from amongst th e  th ree  d igge r candidates was A.J. Sw anepoel, 'a  
good N a t io n a li s t and a  s ta u n ch  A fr ik a n d e r1.27 Tielman R oos's 
su b se q u en t a c tio n s , in  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  nom ination , s h o u ld  b e  
understood in  th e  c o n te x t o f  t h i s  p o p u la r  n a t io n a l i s t  su p p o r t 
f o r  SwanepceL St<y -i2  h av e  s tood  a s  an 'In d e p en d e n t
n a t i o n a l i s t 1, . s d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t
'R a t io n a l i s ts  (wl in  h i s  f a v o u r  in s te a d  o f  f o r  H r

R o o s '.23 T he s t a t u r e  ..  su c h  a w e ll-k n o w n , 'co m m m itte d ' 
N a t io n a li s t w ould b e  d e a l t  an ir red e em a b le  blow b y  su c h  an 
e v e n t, which would b e  s h a t t e r  th e  p r e s t ig e  o f  t h e  p a r t y . 29 
Roos succumbed to  th e  'voice of th e  p e o p le ' r a th e r  r e lu c ta n t ly ,  
u s in g  a l l  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e x p er ien c e  and m uscle  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
o ffic ia l nomination fo r th e  L ic h ten b u rg  s e a t  in  November 1928. 
But Swanepcel, a f te r  recieving th e  overw helm ing su p p o r t o f  th e  
HP d igging b ran d ie s  in  th e  nomination race, would n e t succumb to  
p a rty  d is c ip lin e , and announced  h is  in te n t io n  to  s ta n d  a s  an 
'In d e p en d e n t N a t io n a l i s t ',  B ecause th e  'd ig g e r s ' v o te ' w as a 

v i ta l  fac to r  in  some 14 c o n s titu e n c ie s ,  t h e  HP c aucus found  a  
sa fe  s e a t  f o r  Roos a t  B e tha l, in  th e  e a s te r n  T ran sv a a l, many

27lEhe s t a r  10 A u g u s t 1928. 

28T he S t a r  22 N ovem ber 1928. 

2ST he S t a r  22 N ovem ber 1928.



mnao to  th e  e a s t o f  Lichtsnhurg, and Swanepoel was o ffe re d  th e  
L ichtenburg s e a t by th e  HP d i s t r i c t  com m ittee in  h i s  s te a d . No 
d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  n e g o t ia t io n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  p e rh a p s  
Swanepcel's w ords t o  h is  c o n s titu e n c y  w ill s u f f i c e  t o  e x p la in  
h i s  v o l te  fac e , and h is  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  w ith  t h e  p a r ty :  'H e 
adm itted th a t  th e  p rese n t Government had made m istakes in  t h e i r  
trea tm en t o f th e  d ig g e rs , b u t  th e s e  cou ld  b e  r e c t i f ie d  i f  t h e  
d ig g e rs  se n t th e  p roper men to  P a rlia m en t t o  p o in t  them o u t.... 
i t  was th e  du ty  (therefore) o f e v ery  N a t io n a li s t t o  p la c e  t h e i r  
p a r t y  in  p o w er a g a i n . '30

The involuted and to r tu red  manner in  which th e  L ic h ten b u rg  
d igge rs  gained p o lit ic a l r e p r e s e n ta t io n  from  th e  NP can n o t b e  
s o l e ly  e x p la in e d  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e i t h e r  m a te r ia l  o r  
id e d c g ic a l fac to rs  exclusively, as t h is  s tu d y  h a s  d em onstra ted . 
Poor A frikaners on th e  d ig g in g s , n e v e r th e le s s ,  de m o n stra te d  a 
te n ac ity  o f purpose, and a c lea rly  developed se n se  o f  t h e i r  own 
p o lit ic a l and economic in te r e s ts ,  w hich we h av e  t r a c e d  in  some 
d e ta i l  in  th i s  d isse rta tion . T h e ir  p o l i t ic a l  a l l ia n c e s  along  th e  
way w ere a t  tim es  s u r p r i s i n g  a n d  c o m p ro m is in g , and  e v en  
d isastrous, b u t th e se  were th e  'experiences' which moulded t h e i r  
c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e i r  'd a i l y  a c t i o n s '.

30T he S t a r  4 F e b ru a ry  1929.
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S e c t io n  73(4) o f  A c t 4 4 /1 9 2 7 '.

MNW Vol.899, F i le  mm24C3/27, 'P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A c t 4 4 /1927 . 
S e c tio n  88(4). P r o h ib i t io n  a g a i n s t  d iam ond  d e a l e r s  b e in g  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  c l a im s '.

MNW V ol.900, F i le  mm2442/27, 'E s s e n b u r g .  G ra s f o n te in  
Storekeepers A ssociation. Request fo r  In terv iew  w ith M in is te r  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  R e n ts ' .

MNW VoL900, mm2480/27, 'Ma>: Theunnissen r e ' claims g iv e n  him by 
C a r l i s  Co., P o r t i o n  c ,  W e lv e rd ie n d , L ic h te n b u r g '.

MNW Vol.901, F i le  mm2515/27, 'S e c r e t a r y  N a t iv e  A f f a i r s  r e '  
Application o f  S ec tio n  76(2) o f  P re c io u s  S to n es  A ct 44/27 ( re ' 
e m p loym en t o f  N a t iv e s ) -  t o  W e lv e rd ie n d  D iam onds L td . ' .
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MNW VoL901, File mm2520/27, 'P /S  A ct nc . 44/27. S e c tio n  73(4). 
P a r tn e r s h ip s ,  ( g e n e ra l  f i l e ) 1.

HHW VoL901, F ile  mm2529/27, 'W elverd iend  T ra d e r 's  A ssoc ia tion . 
P e t i t io n s  reg a rd in g  o p e ra tio n s  u n d e r  S e c tio n  73 A ct 4 4 /2 7 '.

MNW V-3L901, F ile  nia2551/27, 'A. Sm oorenburg. Claim s pu rch a sed  
on a rea  reserved fo r  trad in g  on Portion L2, G ra sfo n te in  No.240'.

MNW Vol.903, F ile  sue2S04/27, 'P /S A ct 44 /1977- F o r fe i te d  claim s 
u n d e r  S ec tion  73. Q uestion o f  d is p o s a l  j t .  I n d ig e n t d ig g e rs : 
a l lo tm e n t  o f  C la im s t o ' .

MNW Vol.904, F i le  mm2676/27, 'A llu v ia l D igg ings L ic b ten b u rg . 
P ro c la m a tio n  o f  f u r t h e r  g ro u n d  G ra s f o n te in  1928 '.

MNW V ol.914, F i le  mm231/28, 'D iam ond R e tu r n s  1928 '.

MNW VdL918, F ile  min4a6/28, 'J .S . Mgoyis com p lain t t h a t  n a tiv e s  
a re  throw n o u t o f  work on d ig g in g s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  C o rpo ra te  
B o d ies  a n d  S y n d ic a te s  c e a s in g  t o  o p e r a t e ' .

MNW VoL918, F ile  mm436/28, 'L ich te n b u rg  D iggings (P overty  on 
D iggings). (1) R epo rt on by MC Committee (2) R e p o r ts  on  by  
D ig g e r 's  R e lie f  C om m ittee '.

MNW VoL930, File mm2424/28, "Report on M.C.P. B rink : Member o f 
th e  newly formed Diggers Union in  W estern T ran sv a a l (F eb rua ry

MNW VoL933, F ile  mm2400/28, 'D iggers’ Conference. Fe tchefstroom  
24-25th A pril 1928. (1) In te rv ie w s  g ra n te d  by  M in is te r : S teyn , 
Air. Swanepoel, P. P rin slo o , o 1 Donovan (2) D igge rs  g r ie v a n c e s  
(3) Bantom so r t in g  (4) A ppointm ent of A dm in is tra tio n  B oard '.

MNW VoL935, File mm2513/28, 'P a r liam e n ta ry : Motion by Mr Hay
(1) A l le v ia t io n  o f  D i s t r e s s  on l i c h t e n b u r g -  d ig g in g s  (2) 
Parliamentary Commission to  in q u ir e  in to  q u e s tio n  o f  Diamond 
P r o d u c e r s '.

MNW Vol.935, F i le  mm2516/28, 'P e t i t i o n s  r e '  S u s p e n s io n  o f  
P r e c io u s  S to n e s  A ct No.44 o f  1927 '.

MNW V0L936, F i le  mm2549/28, 'P rec io u s  S to n es  A ct, Commission 
a n d  I n q u i r i e s ' ,

MNW VCL942, F ile  mm2997/28, 'Mr P .J . M alherbe. On th e  E f fe c ts  
o f  t h e  P /S  A ct (1927 )'.

MNW Vol.943, File mm3050/28, 'T .J . van  Rooyen i / s  Nuwe B e stu u r 
D e lw e rs  U n ie '.



/

MKW Voi.971, F i le  mn633/29, 'D is q u a lif ic a t io n  o f  D ig g e r 's  in  
s ta in in g  Claim licences in  New Diggings Section 57, S u b -se c t io n
7 , A ct 4 4 /1 9 2 7 '.

MNff Vgl.581, F i le  M 1430/29 , ‘Memorandum on C o n d i t io n s  o f  
L ic h ten b u rg  f ie ld s  p r e - 1 9 2 6  and  L e g i s la t io n  C o n c e r n in g '.

MNW VoL981, F i le  mm2920/29, 'T re a su re  T rove Diamonds Co. r e ' 
I l l e g a l  T r a d in g '.

MNW VciLSSl, F ile  mnl424/29, 'A frica n  and E uropean  In v es tm en t 
Co. r e '  i l l e g a l  T r a d in g '.

MNW V ol.988, F i le  mm lB56/29, ' J . J .  T h e ro n . C o m p la in t r e '  
banishment from Diggings in  c onnec tion  w ith  w ork ing  c laim s in  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w ith  n a t iv e s ' .

MNW VoLlOOl, F i le  mm2647/29, 'M in is te r  o f  L abour (Col. F.H.P. 
Creswell) (1) ^employment. L ichtenburg d ig g in g s  (2) su g g e s tio n  
th a t  D iggers accepting Government work sh o u ld  s u r re n d e r  t h e i r  
l i c e n c e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  on y e a r '.

MNW V o l.1030, F i le  m m l5 9 l/3 0 , 'D o n a ld so n  a n d  C a r l i s ,  
Kelvertiiend. S tak in g  van B lanke A rb e id e rs  11 F e b ru a ry  2,930'.

NTS Vol.213, F i le  14/44, 'Molopo R e se rv e : A l lu v i a l  Diamond 
Diggings. Appointment of Headmen in  charge of n a tiv e  i n t e r e s t s ’.

NTS VOL217, F i le  34/22/F473, 'P r e to r ia -  B y n e s te p o o rt Diamond 
D ig g in g s , s t r i k e  a t ' .

NTS VOL2044, F i le  58/230, 'A llu v ia l Diamond D iggings, B.O.C.'.

NTS V ol;2050, F il'd  57 /280 , 'C h r i s t i a n a  L a b o u r  D i s t r i c t ,  
1 9 1 3 -1 9 3 4 ’.

NTS Vol.2052, F i le  81/280, 'N a tive  la b o u r  on th e  L ic h te n b u rg  
D ig g in g s , 1 9 2 7 -1 9 4 2 '.

UTS Vol.2092, F i le  149 /280 , 'L ic h te n b u rg  A l lu v ia l  D iamond 
D iggings:  N ative  S t r i k e  1928. N atives on Diamond D ig g in g s -  
F a i . lu r e  o f  e m p lo y e rs  t o  m eet o b l ig a t i o n s '.

NTS VOL2093, F ile  229/280, 'T ran sv aa l P a ss  law s (L ich tenburg)

;-ITS V o l.2536, F i le  218 /293 , 'E l a n d s p u t t e ,  L i c h te n b u r g '.

NTS Vol.3430, F i le  33/308, 'L i c h te n b u rg :  Farm  "Omega" and



" P u t f o n te in " ,  1 9 1 2 -1929 ’.

NTS Vol.3437, F i le  49/308, 'L lc h te n b u rg  U nem ploym en t- L and  
S p e c u la t i o n '.

c . s e c r e t a r y  f o r  S o c ia l  W elfa re

W N Vol.229, F i le  SW45/74-3 to  45 /74 -9 , 'R u ra l r e h a b il i t a t i o n  
and  H ousing  S chem e1.

VWN VoL247, F ile  SW46/37, 'I n v e s t ig a t io n s  o f  a  W elfare  N ature . 
S o c ia l  S u rv e y  o f  L ic h te n b u r g  a r e a ' .

VWN VoL510, F i le  sw 9 /2 1 -su 9 /. 'A llu v ia l Diamond D igg ings. 
G e n e ra l.  Volume 1 '.

VWN Vol.510, F i le  sw79, 29 /9 /3 7 -2 7 /1 0 /3 9 , 'A l l u v i a l  Diamond 
D ig g in g s . G e n e ra l.  Volume 2 '.

VWN Vol.511, F i le  sv79, 1 /40 -2 /43 , 'A llu v ia l Diamond D iggings, 
g e n e r a l  C o n d i t io n s  on . Volume 3 '.

VWN VoLSll, F ile  sw79, 'B lanket Making SAVF Lich tenburg . Volume

VWN V6L511, F ile  SW79/1, 'A lluvial Diamond D igg ings. Removal o f  
D ig g e rs  from  t h e  D ig g in g s '.

VWN V ol.511, F i le  SW79/3, 'A l l u v i a l  D iamond D ig g in g s . 
I n t e r d e p a r tm e n ta l  R e p o r t .  Volume 1 '.

VWN V ol.512, F i le  sk '7 9 /3 , 'A l l u v i a l  D iamond D ig g in g . 
I n t e r d e p a r tm e n ta l  r e p o r t  o n . V olume 2 '.

VWN Vol.636, F i le  6W95/4/1, 'S o c ia l W elfare o f f i c e r s  D i s t r ic t  
Work, r e p o r t s  o n '.

JUS Vol.291, F i le  3 /1 8 5 /2 0 , 'N a t iv e  D is tu r b a n c e s .  R i e tk u i l  
D ig g in g s . B a m b o e sp ru i t '.

JUS Vol.295, F i le  3/1007/20, 'A r r e s t  o f  N a t iv e s  on A l lu v ia l  
Diamond D ig g in g s . B loem hof a n d  W o lm ara n s tad 1.

JUS Vol.306, F i le  3/62 /21 , 'F in a n c ia l  C r i s i s  in  L ic h te n b u r g  
D i s t r i c t  1921. R e p o r ts  by  M a g is t r a t e ,  G raham  C ro s s '.

JUS VoL309, F i le  3/219/21 , 'P u b lic  S e rv ic e  Commission R epo rt. 
Lichtenburg 19 th  Ju ly  1927. R e p o r t of M eeting P u b lic  S e rv ice  
C om m ission 2 8 th  M arch 1927’.



JUS VOL355, F ile  3/1514/22, 'R epo rt on D rought and P o v e r ty  a t  
C h r i s t i a n a ,  1 9 2 2 -2 3 '.

JUS Vol.394, F i le  1 /627/25, 'A nnual R epo rt 1925- M a g is tra te s , 
T r a n s v a a l ' .

JUS Vol.416, F i le  1 /598/26, 'A nnual R e p o rt 1926- M a g is tr a te s  
R e p o r ts ,  T r a n s v a a l ' .

JUS VoL421, File 3/970/26, 'P ac tio n  F ig h t a t  A llu v ia l D igging 
in  T ran sv a a l 1926. N ative  S t r ik e  a t  D ig g in g s ( Ju n e  1 9 28 ) '.

JUS VoL430, File 3/148/27, 'P olice Report on Diamond D igg lngs- 
I r e t o n ,  Thom and  v a n  d e r  M erw e'.

GNLB Vol.23, F i le  1858/11/77, 'S a rk ly  West L abou r D i s t r i c t .  
R e -o p e n in g  1918'.

GNLB Vol.23, P i le  1858/11/D77, 'B ark ly  W est L abour D is tr ic t .  
M on th ly  R e p o r ts '.

GNLB Vol.87, F i le  3 6 9 4 /1 2 /2 2 , 'B loem hof L a b o u r  D i s t r i c t .  
M o n th ly  R e p o r ts  o f  P a s s  O f f ic e r  o n .’

GNLB Vol.87, F i le  3694/12/77, 'N a tiv e  L o c a t io n -B lo e m h o f . '

GNLB Vol.107, F i le  1237/13/53, 'M essrs T heron  and Com pany. 
L a b o u r  a t  B loem hof.'

GNLB V ol.248, P i le  1 0 2 /1 4 /7 7 , 'O p e n in g  o f  B loem hof and  
C h r is t ia n a  L ab o u r D i s t r i c t s . '

GNLB Vol.148, F i le  IQ 2/U /D 77, 'a io e m h o f /C h r is tia n a  L a b o u r  
'd i s t r i c t . '

GNLB Vol.149, F i le  102/14/77, 'T r a n s v a a l  A l lu v ia l  Diamond 
D ig g e rs ' U nion. B loem hof.'

GNLB Vol.356, F i le  45/24 /98 , 'L ic h te n b u rg  L. b o u r  D i s t r i c t .  
F a c t io n  F ig h ts :  B la n ty r e  N a t iv e s  a n d  B a s u to s  (19 2 7 ).'

GNLB Vol.356, F i le  45/24/98, 'L ic h te n b u rg  L a b o u r  D i s t r i c t .  
S t r i k e  o f  N a t iv e s  a t  L ic h te n b u r g  D ig g in g s  (19 2 8 ).'

GNLB V ol.356 , F i le  4 5 /2 4 , 'L i c h te n b u rg  L a b o u r  D i s t r i c t .  
E s ta b l is h m e n t:  N a t iv e  C o n s ta b le s ,  1 9 2 7 -2 8 .'

GNLB Vol.356, F ile 45/24, 'L ichtenburg L abour D is tr ic t .  R e p o rts



:k  p e rfo rm e d  b y  S t a f f  a t  B le n d e p u t te  (19 2 7 ).'

rol.356. F i le  43/24/98, 'L ic h te n b u rg  L a b o u r  D i s t r i c t ,  
s T rad ing  on L ich ten b u rg  A llu v ia l  D ig g in g s  (19 2 8 ).'

'E s tab lish m en t o f  L abou r D i s t r i c t .

\  th e  W estern T ran sv a a l'.

GES Vol.90, F i le  1 1 4 /la ,  'D i s t r i c t  S u rg e o n , L ic h te n b u r g '.  

GES V ol.814 , F i le  56 6 /1 3 , 'S a n i t a t i o n .  R i e tk u i l  D iamond

D ig g in g s .
F i le  567/13 and 567/13(a), 'S a n i ta t io n . A llu v ia l

GES V ol.814 , F i le  566 /13 , 'S a n i t a t i o n .  R i e tk u i l  D iamond

GES Vol.B14, F i le  565/13, 'S a n ita t io n . Bynestepoorfc D iggings 
(K a m e e lk u il) '.

- io n . A l lu v ia l  Diamond

Departm en t

' G overnm en t t o  R iv e r

TES vta.860. F ile  F5/73, ’C onference  o f  t h e  p r in c ip a l  diamond



p r o d u c e r s ' .

TES Vol.862, P ile  F5/73, 'Conference of Diamond P ro d u c ers  h e ld  
a t  th e  Mines Department, P re to ria  on December 1 s t 1927. M inutes 
o f  P r o c e e d in g s '.

TBS VoL862, F ile  F5/73, '(1) C on ference  of Diamond P ro d u c ers
(2) A greem ent w ith  Diamond S y n d ica te  1924 (3) c o n fe re n c e  
concerning Diamond Industry  (4) Diamond P ro d u c e rs 's  A greem ent

TBS Vol.886, F i le  F5/172, 'A ll lu v ia l  Diamond D ig g in g s : (1) 
B oard  o f  C o n t ro l  (2) E x p o r t D u ty 1.

TES Vol.953, F ile F5/251, 'A lluvial Diamond P ro d u c tio n . C on tro l

TES Vol.955, F i le  F5/265, 'C on fe rence  o f  Diamond P r o d u c e r s

TES Vol.955, F i le  F5/261, 'P rem ie r Diamond Company L td. (1) 
S p e c ia l R epo rts  (2) S h o r tf a l l  in  q u o ta  1927 (2> A greem en t 
between Diamond Syndicate mid De Beers and P re m ie r Companies 
r e g a r d i n g  i n f e r i o r  g o o d s '.

i .  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  L ands

LDB VcL582, F ile R594/S, 'Purchase of Fodder u n d e r  P rom issory  
Note System  by Farm ers in  D rought D is tr e s s  D i s t r i c t s  and  
General Drought P os itio n  and F in a n c ia l D if f ic u l t ie s  1930-35 '.

LDB Vol. 1581, F ile  R2547/1, 'S uggested Relief t o  Farm ers d u r in g  
D ro u g h t a n d  L o c u s t  D i s t r e s s  1924. P a r t s  I  a n d  I I ' .

LDB Vc ',:?9, F ile  R3435/-, 'Committed t o  I n v e s t ig a te  D rought 
C ond i, - s  1 9 2 7 -2 8 '.

LDB Vo- 89, File H 3435/-, 'C ommittee t o  I n v e s t ig a te  D rought 
C o n d i t io n s  1 9 2 8 -4 1 '.

ARB Vol.200, F ile  I b S l l ,  'U nem ploym ent. G e n e ra l.  P a r t  1 '.  

ARB Vdl.203, F ile  B517, 'Policy re g a rd in c  "^em ploym ent. Volume

ARB Vol.2 04, F i le  B51’’, 'p o l i c y  r e m r d i n g  U nem ploym ent. 
G e n e ra l.  P a r t  2 '.



/

A

U nem ploym ent Road W orks. G e n e ra l  1 9 2 6 -3 0 '.

ARB Vol.204, F i le  B517/1, 'C on fe rence  o f  A d m in is tr a to r  and  
P r o v in c i a l  E x e c u tiv e  1 5 /8 /1 9 2 8 '.

ABB Vol. 1889, F i le  ld i7 0 i /3 , 'A d v is o ry  C o u n c il o f  L ab o u r . 
C om m ittee  on R u ra l  U nem ploym ent'.

ARB Vol.1889, F i le  131701/12, 'A dv iso ry  C o u n c il o f  L ab o u r . 
S e s s io n s  7 th  and  8 th  May 1925 '.

ARB Vol.1889, F i le  ld l? 0 1 / l ,  'C o n s titu tio n , A ppoin tm ents and 
I n a u g u ra l S e s s io n . A d v iso ry  C o u n c il o f  L ab o u r . P a r t  1 '.

M inu te  Book, V il la g e  C o u n c il o f  L ic h te n b u r g  1925 -1932 .

MBL1/1 /1 - 1 /1 /3 ,  M in u te s  o f  M eeting  o f  B loem hof H e a lth  
Com m ittee .

TPS Vol.12, F ile  TA2S/3195, 'P au p e r R e l ie f .  P o o r  R e l ie f  on 
D ig g in g s . G e n e ra l '.

TPS V o l.45, F i le  TA6089, 'B lcem h o f H e a lth  C om m ittee . 
E s ta b l i s h m e n t ' .

TPS V o l.60, F i le  TA13857, 'U nem ploym ent. D e p a r tm e n ta l 
U nem ploym ent Com mittee*.

TPS Vol.60, File TA2/13857, 'unemploym ent. G enera l. Scheme f o r  
p r o v id in g  w o rk '.

TPB Vol. 1336, F i le  TA1117, 'B loem hof D ig g in g s . R e l ie f  o f  
I n d ig e n t s '

B. PRIVATE COLLECTIONS

1. C e n t r a l  A rc h iv e s  D epot

1. B e s lu ita  en B esk ryw ingspunte  van  d i e  SAVF, 1 9 04 -1939 .

2. T r a n s v a a l  A rc h iv e s  D epot ( P r e to r ia )



2. K onrespondensie  en J a a r v e r s la e ,  M a a ts k a p lik e  w e r k s t e r  
B la n d s p u t t e  A U u v ia l le  D elw ery e , 1 9 27 -1930 .
3. R appo rt van  d ie  D elw erye  W e lv a a r t s o r g a n i s a s i e ,  1933.

1. F i lo  Xh, K o rre s p o n d e n s ie  ( P e r s o o n l ik ) .
3. F i l e  IB , K o r re sp o n d e n s ie  ( P e r s o o n l ik  V e t ro u lik ) .

1 . Box 1, F i le  9 , D la m a n tb e h e e r ra a d .

U n p u b lish e d  M in u tes
5. N o tu le s  v a n  d ie  K e r k r a a d s v e r g a d e c in g e  v a n  d i e  K ed. 
G ere fo r in e a rd e  g e m ee n te  L ic h te n b u r g ,  1926-1933 .
2. N o tu le s  v a n  d ie  R in g s v e r g a d e r in g e . 

a )R in g  v a n  s e e r u s t ,  1917 -1937 .
3. S in o d a le  K om m issie N o tu le , 1918 -1933 .

U n p u b lish e d  R e p o r ts
1. O ngepuhlissarde ve ra lae  van d ie  Ring van Z eerust, 1926-1937.
2. S in a d a le  K om m issie, A cta  en B y la e s , 1928-1931
3. S in o d a le  K om m issie, B y la e s ,  1 9 32 -1933 .
4. S in o d a le  K om issie , A cta  en B y la e s , 2934-1937

1. SAP C e n t r a l  Head o f f i c e ,  c o n g r e s s e s  1911 -1932 .
2. T r a n s v a a l  SAP, C o n g re s se s ,  1 9 11 -1934 .
3. u n i t e d  P a r ty ,  T r a n s v a a l .  C o n s t i tu e n c y  L ic h te n b u r g .

M in u te s  o f  M e e tin g s .

1. A n n u a l c o n fe re n c e s :  1924 -1928  (KJ1-KJ12>
1929-1934  (LA-LJ)

2. T ran sv a a l P rov inc ia l C on fe rences: 1926-1930 (Box 32 -33)
3. U n ite d  P a r ty  (G e n e ra l E le c t io n s ) :  1928 -1931  (Box 35)
4. T ra n sv a a l E x ec u tiv e  C o u n c il. G e n e ra l  C o r re s p o n d e n c e , 
1.929-1932 (L oose  F i le  So.6)



a )T . H a l l lw e ll  C o l le c t io n

1. P r i v a t e  C o r re sp o n d e n c e  ( P i l e s  1 -45 ) 
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