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"The sea of danger* doubt and denial,

Aromd nan's little Island of certainty 

Challenges him to dare the unknown."

In this short Terse of Rabindranath 

Tagofe*s are implicit the problems of the super­

natural, of the origin and functioning of magic 

and religion. For it is characteristic of "»>ti that 

he surreys the total knowledge of hia curtate &D&. 

contrasts that knowledge with the outer voids o£ the 

infinite. And furthermore, for reysons which Stay 

to analyse, nan apprehends the infinite and attempts" 

to interpret and attain it . These attempts-are 

religion and magic.

in examination of Ban’s voyage into the 

infinite, in terms of Tagore's metaphor, say point- 

out tn approach to the problems of this thesis.

In the first place, why does the "sea of danger*. . 

doubt and denial" constitute a challenge to men? 

flru? why does he accept this nhallenee? That is  to 

say, what is the origin of religion and magi#? . .

If man is compelled to accept the challenge it must, 

clearly, be a functional origin,. The first problem 

is , then, the crude matrix of religion and magic, . 

the needs which they satisfy and the Banner of 

satisfaction.

But when man at last sets sail on the ship 

of his feelings and imagination, he must first have 

built that ship. And to do this he must draff on the 

materials provided by his culture. So the actual

belies /

Chanter 1 . laERfrotTCTirar,,
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beliefs, ritss, customs, magical •substances, etc., 

that maie -up the formal content of raligion and magie 

are scci&lly ooloiarad and constituted. And, Bcreoyer„ 

this social coosfercefcioQ of rellgSxm aagic is 

rendered even more important by the fact that man* 

in exploring the depths of the sea? &wd the otrcco' 

isles, colours his ma|>« on wh&t he fcncvs or believes 

of his own, home: the life of the bays atid caves- of the 

"little island of wcertainfcy* is multiplied and 

magnified in  "the sea of doubt*. The essence IS  a&ch . 

the sase. for, in  the wcrdis of IcgeEsoll, 1 ^Bach '  

nation has created a God, anS the QoS has altrayS ‘ - 

xeS8abled his creators8} the Eclectics, of cctaiiei* .^V. 

had argued that the gods of lions sere lions; of " .. 

oxen, oxen.; of Etbiopa, Ethiops, - ,

In short, the58 two (aspects- of the thesis 

are expressed in. Thomas Hardy's "God’s Plaint--^o Maa”-;

”Wherefore, oh 35an, did there come to you -= . 

The rnhappy need of creating me, ■

A for® like your own, tor praying to?*. </.

- She third question is , who arethe sailors?" 

What msn in particular are chosen to man. the vessels . 

of raligion and magic? Hfbat is their relationship 

to tfceir fellow-men to each other? Who is captain, 

who ante? The answers to these questions are the 

rcu.es st chief and patriarch, in religious ritual; 

the relationship of magician, divines, leech and 

sorcerer; and of these sen or women to the priests - 

that is , the whole sociological background of religion 

and magic.. ' - .
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FoartMy, and I  think finally, there is 

the problem of the inter-relation, of religion »nri 

magic with other cultural iaschanisoB. it 3s tmcecssa— 

sry^for me to do more thati Fopeat that a culture is 

not^msre aggrege/cion of traits but is -a complicated 

and Buttsally Snter-dependent composition of parts 

into an haxmoQioos whole, of vhlefc. tbs werfcings of 

each part; affect every part and the shale» The 

Supernatural is an integral, not a super imposed, 

s lenient in primitive life3 and enters into a ll Sfchetfss 

of activity. Magic aod religion, therefore* m at be-v.' 

■considered in relation to science, medicine, gov«fn-i! o* 

flientj 2a» , economic organisation, education, pfailosop&S 

social life , literature, «rt, etc* • o

Chapter /  . ;



Daring the early centrales of the Christian 

ora $fee peoples of the Great Lakes region of Bast 

Africa begca tostraamsouthaards. Thera irere 

sevesa! of these Bantu migrations into Southera 

&trioa} th$ tr&b©3 akich form the street of this 

thesis ease south across the East African steppe, 

apparently turned vest towards tht# sources of t̂ io

.Zambesi (probably to avoid the tsetse fly) agd
' 'V

wsnt youth-east again to strike th® loiian Oeg&a ^

coast where Natal 31s today. Hare this Blgratiattv ,y-:
• 1 . S ,  ■ '• • • ^  r.

(which may have been of two or thiree 3 #ts of ' '•

tribes) began to fallow the seaboard* Thd/ vangaa«l, '

the Xasa (of AbeHguni origin) were slowly passing!

at png the coast towards the Rape when they Bet

European settlers on the hanks of title Great IfiSJv i

River.

Iha -South-Eastern. Bantu are, then, a

section of the great Ba&tu people (i4io are dlsting:^ .

uiahed on purely linguistic ̂ Steiia) -obe occupy . >

the Southern two-thirdis of Africa, stretching from
8 ,

West coast to Bast coast, and from the Fish Hirer 

north to a H u e , at approximately 5 ° S , Latitude..

1 .  Soga, ap.., ®The South-Eastern Bantu8,  X19SO)
passim, "The AbeHguni and AbaKbo".

g o Bryant, k, T . "Olden Times in2ululand and Satal", 
(1389) p .,  the Kfcungwas, eiQjcfigunis, and Tonga
Kgunds. These last two groups are twaamentally 
one, Tetela Hgunis.

S , Today the Bantu have spref/ south of the Fish
River, and over all South Africa. Tribes, too, - 
S£e becoming more and me*1*  united. -



Those Bantu came into Sowfch Africa wrested the 

laud from the Bushmen, and Rcttentots, tout did not 

penetrate into the South-Wastera regions which were 

the chief home ot  the latter > Co the wsst coast 

there Is also, among the Hex era and Owuuito, a -Hegro 

people^, the ,'BergBamas the Bantu thems%2flrea are

probably of mixed Jfagro and Hamifeic origin.-aith
1 .

traces of £«imitic blood.

Ths Bantu have been divided hy anthro­

pologists, *oa a basis primarily of geographical 

distribution, bat taking into account cultural £  

and, to a  lesser extent* historical factors** into 

three groups. The tribes to be considered in this 

thesis belong to the Southern group, which occupies 

®a vast region including Southern Rhodesia, soufcham 

hair of Portuguese Bast Africa, east and central . 

parts of the Union of &outh Africa, S^aailand ^  ■ 

Bechuaaaland Protectorates., and South-ffsst Africa .R 

Although the fundamental b a s ^ ^ f  culture .are-the 

sase among all the tribes of ±3% steppe area - to 

mode of life , social organisation, and religions 

system - yet there are sufficient differences in 

culture to justify the re-division of the ^Southern 

Bantu into four sub-groups. This thesis will he 

confined to the eastern section, who are generally 

hnosn as the -Sulu-Xosa after the two most noteworthy 

tribes. The £ulu-Xosa tribes which I  intend to

study /

1 . Seligman, C.G. "Races of Africa*. (Home University • v. 
Library) 1950, p. 1S1. .

S .  Ibid, pp. 185-5. Vide quoque, Schapera, *A WorkiAg ,
Classification ef the Bantu71,  Man, May 1983, Uc. pp.$4̂ -5\



gtudy ars the Thenga of Portuguese Bast Africa and

the SransvaalJ this 2 ulu themselves with oocasicKal

referenca to the «Swasi, the Hstabele, and the

SaSgoni who have broken anayj and. the peoples

$$$ul&r3y fenoum. as the Kafirs who inclsste the

Xoss (who hare split into the Qeald&a«

Hdlambe), the Poado, the Teuton (or Tastf-ooldes) the
2 ,

Bonnrana and the Flngo.

Into the history of the division end 

amalgamation of the various Soath-Eastera Bants 

tribes, it is not necessary to eaquire^ It is suffi— 

cient for my purpose to point oat that when the 

Europeans came Into contact with these Bantu the 

latter were settled on the fertile east coast beneath 

the shadow of the Brakjensberg. South. Africa, Ills the. 

rest of Africa, rises in &  series of terraced, uplands 

from the sea, and here, on the fotvth-lastera verge, 

the platea&»hinterland is protected by a  great Scarp. 

The Drakensberg rise 13,000 feet above the narrow 

coastal plain, «ad as the seavward slope faces the 

South-Eastern Trade winds the land Is well-watered in 

summer and covered with luxuriant growth throughout 

the year. By 1576 the Bantu had alre-r'lv arrived in 

this pleasant province. Perestrello, ^tuguese 

navigator, in his log described the Kat&l coast*,

*Ia the distance,” he wrote, "are seen undulating
ton

1 ,  Throughout the thesis I  use "Kafirs* far the 
Trans&eian. Satives.

S . vide Soga, op oit, passim.



mountains, adorned with verdure an^ rugged. 1 6

grounds with trees* Among them we found ths wild.

olives in the valleys and on ths bonders of rivers

mint and Baril, and other Susopesa plants. The sutil

is rich, and a great paxt fit for cultivation.

Consaquentay the country is populous, and wall
1 ,

stocked with animals, both tame and wild.*

And a ahipwree&ed -sailor reported on Satal, In

similarly ealogli+l<! termsji "that the natural fertility

of those countries hs travellsd through Bade the

satires iaay, indolent, indocile and simple, S&elr

risers are abundantly stored with good. fish, and

waterfowl, besides manatee? (or sea-ccira} and

crocodiles; their woods with large trees/ mild "

cattle and deer, elephants, yhinoaaroses, lions,

tigers, wolves.  foxes, for g&aas also mug stfsts 
S.

of fowls with ostriches.® These description^ 

of Hatal apply, with szaall variation, to the 

Transkei, 2alttland^ and Portuguese East Africa*

In the last area Jimod describes a coastal belt 

of gandjijaias which produces abundant crags; *  yicJi . 

blade, earth amid ths sands, which oitsn forms 

“a curlcws starsh, ccrered with "beautiful tropical 

growfchsj* and two wrfcreseiy fertile tracts inland.

The grass in the valleys of the PrakenSbsrg is thick 

and lasts the whole year, affording excellent past­

urage. In short, I f  It were not for ths droughts,

a*r /

1. Bird's "Annals of H&tal (1495-1045)* Vol. 1. P.2£.
£. Ibid, pp*34-25. Vide qyoyitie pp.31-52, 35.
S. Jffliod, H.&. '’The Life of * South African Tribe” (1037} 

Vol. 5.1. pn25.
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dry and hot, the hoaa of tbt» .South-Easter© Bantu

would fra a  veritable Paradise.

X shall, in  discussing these pe<$£2#f -

©esefifie stfself 1st the main to their religion as It

V8£/%f£ffs Christianity was preachad to them.

In the ifcst two eentttci.es msny of £he» hare been

coavsrtod end many customs ftav# Seen crested aMck

are compromises between she old and nifew. Hiss Suater

has made a study of these Christianised natives ;, >

the Poado hut otherwise, so far as I  a» a-*are> '

most available descriptions Seger to thste-oM
• '  f  c

This waa oadoidstedly a£fected by infl wntw.es i?Q3t .the-

Bast and 'by contact with, the Hottentots a M  feeJiaesaj -

"but, at the arrival of the missionaries,, it 0Btisk&tv>&9$:>.

Bantu culture, the subject «£ this thesis* ..

©seSSa* /
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pb’T W  7i i BAMTO COLXDRS.

A . Ihe Tribe.

' From the political, social and economic 

points of view the most characteristic feature of 

SouthernBantu organisation Is its division, on. a 

basis of poiygytKras marriage, into % nxsaber of sep­

arate «huts0 (isindlu - 2 ulu) all owning allagi&ncs 

to a headman, the patriarch of the grotip* who is in 

taro subordinate to sub-chiefs and chiefs. .The chief - 

4a the of the social Structure, it is by hla . 

that the tribe is distinguished. The ciaaregtestate- 

meat of this fact is'to be found In Lestraae’s 5 

description of the political organisation ofths > ' ' 

SX Hurutshe a tribe of the- Both*. - ChJBfsaa .̂" as South- : 

Central Bantu group. But lestrade's sonmdng np. - . 

applies with full force to theZulu-ZosatribBs. ■ - . 

Be says that among the Bechuana *the: tribe., to th®/;1 . 

political .sehse, is a  local. eomtuhlty, «thtticel2y 

essentially homogeneous, more or lass concentrated 

in one area, and owning direct allegiance to the  ̂

ps!rson of one’ chief* Whether or not that chief, in­

-turn owes allegiance', politically IT  not otherwise,

to another chief in whose territory the tribe, Isr
1 .

located.* Be. Richards, without citing particular... 

authority, sums up the position among the South- "■ 

Eastern Bantu: "The Bantu chief is the apex of a  ’ 

complex political structure, kraal linked to Jtraa.1 

under one sub-chief, and the sub-chiefs bound them^e/veS 

under the authority of the paramount chief or king

' - ' . t>£ /- ■■ .;

1 . Lestrade, O .P, ^Some Notes on the- Political, Organisation 
of the Bechuana," 1980. '$.*£88.. ■ * . . ..



of the tribe.* Bo* the chief &  also the head of

the rallgtoiJSj economic and social systems of the

people. Hie tribe may veil lee at defined «»  *a eomuaity

the members of which form, & social and political

organisation ander the gorecnasiit, control* and ■

laadorabip of a chief, who is tbs centre of tribal life*®'

Before the genius of Ishaka welded the 2ulu

nation, therei were more than a hundred of these snail
S .

tribes scattered over Natal and £ululaad. “The

history of a Bantu tribe is a tale of disintegration

sod internecine strife - -wars between princes, heads

of differ eat clans, or disputes caused*, ss among the­
' 4 . " ' 

Thgaga^fey the complicated rules of succession, «ft«h ‘

split &  tribe in taro. Jhe eostom by which the feels •••;’

to the chieftainship was born late in his fattier *s -

life and- left as a  boy to snocecd to the throne, • , .

necessitating the appointment of *  regent, also led ...

to tribal division. The regent, ustal2y  ansmele of

the heir apparent, woaM attempt to become chief? . . .

the 'tribe would divide and war qms-ob . Ihis was ohe

of the sain reasons for the battle of Amalizide fcetweaa =

Mlaabe and flalka, after whm the 'swo tribes -shiah
. S. .

were split froa the main »tes^ were named* Bat

there /

-10-

2 .

1 . Richards, A .I .  "Knagar and Work in a Savage Tribe,* 
(1958) p.144. *

S . Sellgmn, op cit, p .1952.

3 .  Ibid, loo oit.

4 . Junod, op cit. Vol. Z . pp„410 seq.,

5 . Saga, "The Soath-Eastero Banta,* op cit, pp*157 seg„
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there is another side to Bantu bistory, that of 

integration.. "The core of the Xosa tribe," Says Soga, 

■as with -all Bantu tribes, is composed of clans -and 

families of aas stock. Sbat is-to say, it is an 

aggregation of clan units, as the latter is of family 

units* a ll  descended from one progenitor 

(Bat), to thi£ core became attached fragments of broien 

tribes of other «toek, ia  families and single, ittdlv- 1 

idosla, ishc join themselves and their fortunes^to the 

cenftral core. . ̂ hsy become nominally part.of-tha tribe, 

bat they retain their original clan and tsibai'^jaaa.* 

Among the Thonga the act. of going to s-'asw.-ehief'Vtor 

pay allegiance to M s  is 'kaadaa., from &-2 olu word.'1’ 

*<jonv:eyiijg this meaning.* ... - . . *.'• ..ir

a . Social, and Territorial Organisation.

The tribe: is . then more tbas e 

of mors a t less related families* 

a  certain coi*e bulltr;upon the Allies of kinship* ’ 

the. various original clan* of the tribe jursnaifiga after 

thsir .own great ohieftaina they <j!s1k  descend from *  

otftsmon ancestor gives Hisnaste to the tribe*

This oor& is. joined by other groins i*aultimatsly ' 

m«y. ftaaai unde? the .protection not only of th» chief, 

btsfc alee*' of his aivcssxcrs, ttovragh their attachment to'* 

^he soil, but these* at iscy rate among the ^aga^mtnt 

*lvt«a* the first £2-uits with their own medicine:,, »ot ,

the }

a , Soga. J .B . sIhe Ama-Xossi Life and .. . .
p.17. Soga describe the JtefcOaaleiBi, the senior 
branch of the Xosa.

S . Jta&pd, op «it , V«l* 1 . p.433,
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the medicine of the land, " 3 0  that it seems that they 

are not, for a long time at least, folly incorporated 

into the tribe. But in the clan, he it of royal 

(i .e . descended from the ancestors of the chief) or 

common descent, there Is & further division Into 

lineages (usapo sing. Pondo) which, among the South­

Eastern. Bantu, are of more economic, political and 

religious importance thim the elan. The lineage, 

constituted by allegiance to a  living patriarch. Is 

erne of the fundamental social units. The South­

Eastern Bantu "usually lire In small settlements, 

which are scattered irregularly over the country at

aone little distance apart. Bach of these settlements, 
S . ?

or fcraala, as they a»e commonly called lit South

Africa, Is inhabited by the members of a single > r, 

dp’nisstic or household group, so that in thase^tribeS 

the housshold group is also the local gJtouj}*1* >.

I  must repeat here, however, that this local 

group does not necessarily consist entirely o£ fctmsmea* 

Ihere are usually present other people, and they - 

who correspond to the Roman clisntes — are clearly 

distinguished from the relatives of the kraal-head, 

the gentiles* For example, Miss Hunter, in her un­

published notes on the Pondo, says that "the social 

and economic unit is the unai, a  fcinship group consist­

ing of one or more individual families, the men all

being /

1 . Junod, op cit. Vol. 1. p>

I  sltiall use the native 1 
■wM^h is present in all

Seligman, op cit, p.lS4,

a .  I  use the native term unffii (sing.) imiji (pi.) .
is present in all the languages, for this group



being descendants ia. the stale line of a ccmaon grand­

father. Thos an umai may coos 1 st of one nan, bis 

wife and their children;, or there may be a father with, 

two or more wives, his sons their wives and children, 

his unmarried daughters, and his brothers and their 

wives and children. Unpaid, for, illegitimate children 

of daughters of the urns! also belong to the group* > ■ 

Son-relations,  or. distant relatives, may alao 3oIn ±tf 

as the people who come.to .buaa (ask), or children 

borrowed, but the basis is the patrilineal fejnship,, . 

grwip,* Apparently these.iniai wereforaerly larger : 

than. the7  nbw ate, ' • > ■■ ; ■ ; •

: The family life of the' taa& shoyred -.....
S .  ' ■■ ■■■

division of the sexes*- Th& men huntadj tended ti»s

cattle; cleared, the bush for hoe-cul^orej helped fyrfld ;

the. huts; workedon wooden artiole?,an sfcm-garmenfcS

ahd on baskets; played, games, etc, drank*-,SB4Js»cb*us4■.•:,

gossiped together; The older boys tended the cattle, ■

the younger ones the goats, and-trapped birds and,- rodents

in the veld. The amen, worked in the fields^ accjpttpanied,

by their daughters andunweaned sons; they prepared.-s»d

el^kBd^the fotxl (except for the meat),: plastered: aja&v

cleaned the htxtsj cared f  or the children, fetched wood

and 'water* &t meal times the father ate. with the other .

men, the children with their mother; but it must be .

borne in mind that each wife had to send food to the

umsi-head and to each of the other huts; ®so e£oh

member of the community*, says Junod, "when he or she

has /

- 15-

1 . Hunter, MSS. (1932) "Social Groupings of Pondo,*

3 . Tide Junoa, Vol. 1 . pp.325 seq.



kas finished the meal, will have eaten a little of

a ll  that lias teen, cooked eta all ths fires.* F6E the

Hienga Tillage flis a living organism. A H  its members
1.

form a whole whose unity Is remarkable." It is

the dtity of the urasi-head to natch over tbs uBBlt

he must maintain peace and justice assong the inhabitant^

punishing Jhose who steal or commit other offenoaa;

he oin enforce "statute labourw in. the interests of

the community; he 'presides over the di&cuasioES c®

Matters affecting the ansi; he prosecutes the legal

claims of his fauily. and is responsible for claims
« .  ■ ■ ; 

lodged against It . It w ill therefore be understood .

that, as tiie child groTS up witii Jiis ©other, It .is •;

about hat' that he creates M »  teaderesfc sentiisents»' - ■

His relation to her, says Junod, *2s rery d^p attd •

trader, combining respect and lore . . . . . . .  J3he is i

very weak with (her children) and is -often accused by
. . ’ <{< ■ ■ ■ ■■■ ■ 

the father of spoiling them,* But the Sentiment

about the father, who Is responsible for, and has ••.

authority over, ths children; who is the reprssentative:

on earth, of the ancestors, is ©rs of *respeet and even 
■■ 4 ,  . ■

fear** Absolute obedience is due to him. But the

Thongs father is fond of his children, and kisses and

plays with them, so that the child is aware of his

father /

- 14 -

1 . Junod, op oit, Vol. 1» p«31?.

2 .  Ibid, pp.S50-S.

5 .  Ibid, p.^SO»

4.  Ibid, p«SS6 ,



father as a Idndly and benevolent, bat stem , daspot.

She pJan of the unzi is , varying with 

differences In social organisation, anich. the saS® 

throughout this region. Among the Tfconga, for instmace, 

there is an extaraal circular fenaa of branches, 

pierced by the main eatr&ncs and several snaller 

entrances. Ou either side of the large gate is often 

a growing tree, and nearby, on the leftas one conas .. 

in , the bandlu, or men's place. Opposite the entrance, 

assess the clncia, Is the hut of the headman *s chief 

(hiS f lest) wife, to reach ?Jsm^ one has to cross ■ tfaa - 

main- square of tha Tillage and pass round the cattle., -,,. 

aad calves’ kraal, which occupies the centre. On one •­

aide of this Kraal .is a  hut without walls, the goats’ . 

Kraal. Sear the chief wife's hut (the indluenlmiu) 

is a large tree, the statical stem of the village, • • 

So the right and left of the ind.lu enkultt are placed - 

alternatively the hots of his second, third, fbnrth, - 

etc. wives. At the sides of the tubs! dwell the heed- 

aan's younger brothers, with their wives; a aarried son, 

perhaps a  nephew, a  son-in-law, or a  stranger who has 

sought the headman's protection^ On^tither side.of tha 

sain entrance are the huts IN? the unaarftted boys and - 

girls. These are also hen-houses, pig-Kraals, store-
«

houses, ash-heaps, tobaeoo-gardsns,  etc. near the fence.

-15­
1 .

1 .  Oof. Richards, op d i ,  pp. 76 sea. makes the father 
out to be a veritable tyrant. But from, early on 
he plays lovjagly with his children.

S .  Jonod, op cit* Vol. 1 . pp. $11. seq.
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Miss Hunter *s pian ol a^Tillage also illBStrates

the social structure of the family among them* The

first wife "arried is the groat wife, and her ha*

Bay face the entrance of the cattleteeal/whicb bera

occupies tbs- diameter of a  semicircle of huts and

graa&?ies; but if the mother of the kr-gal-haad is

alive it is she sho occapiaa the enkulu* tbd

inkcaikMti, (oMjef w ife) lives i n  a  hut to her Is f t .

$he second wife carried is the right hand wife, (p&£a*±

wasektmans) the third is '«  rattey (qadl) -to -tfcS .. -

ihkoslkasi, the fourth is^a d i to the umfaai "waa^tin#n&*

tiie, fifth to the iafcosiS&si, an&so on. The fcafcsr of

the Xhfcogii£6Sd^ee^ 9  the left (facing

the «jattlafcsaal)» those of the lomene td the 3*ight£-* v ,

Thera are the usrzal adjaacts of grafiscries, Kraal for

small stock, etc ., and perhjsls a  hut for <ihtldrBHr -

adherents,  ox Jussts sear the horOS of the semi—Circle. .

Jh® wives have the sams .order of preoeMcce among $h&

■dm. -Xosa, though a chief's inkoslKaai may be displaced 
S.

* h ^  he soeoeeds to tfa© chleffcaiiisWipi ■ - ,-•

JChe general Qonstructi&a of the StQLufcra&X 

is siniila># bat it  As very different is details, 1 '

23te cattlalsraaL oecapies the centra# aad faces -east 

to .the gateway in  the fence s-urroaoding the Kraal.

Opposite the main entrance is tbs itifllgnlroltt of the 

great wife, who, save for chiefs, is the first wife 

married. On both sides of the indlunlralu are the: -

huts of its supports (amaqadt) or affiliated a ires, i .e .

. wives /

1. Banter, VS8, eita.

S . Soga, *Ama-XoSBD, op cit, pg.se-.?.



r

wives lobola'd (glvan bride-wealth for) with the 

cattle of this indlunknlu. On tbs left (facing the 

entrance) Is the hut of the the wife *h»

provides an heir If  the inktjsikaai is  sterile or pro­

duces girls Silly. Botmda* her are her affiliated hots. • 

QBthe right ere the hats of the Uiohlwu, the right 

hand wife,  and her affiliated wives* Ihe Amakohlwa of 

heads&m and chiefs, whose lainhosUtasi -are lobola^d 

late in their lives, are usually the first wives married. 

Bp4r tb& gate are tha huts of varioos dependants* , . 

•ir&andthe bats afid in. the .ground are the cattlekrajsiL . 

afl^the graziaries, a 'ldin various pasts of the-nasi -t, 

are thefcen^&oTiseB, eta. ' * i A >

. • The ootoplteated disposition. o f 'the ViUaStt- 

shows the intrieaciss o f  thepolygynoassocialorgan-  

isation  o f  the Bantu. Ja m a s  these trib  0 3r cattlei or v

hoes (and latterly money) are given a s  brifi^.wealth, - .
3 it .

known among the Zulu  and Thcmga as  lobola* * •vamong- the -
' a . • ■

Kafirs as iJjasi, Generally, except i s  tfcs ease of ...

ch iefs, the first; wllfs carried isth agraafew ife^ish i' \ .

tcBtfasi oafculti, who-is to  sttpply t h »h e ir «  ^stoog v .
4 . 5 , ■• ■

J&sa  and Po&do theseeo ndw o iBaeinariledisthe

right hand w ife , and thereafter odd mathera become :.
6 *

stipports ef the right-hand. house. , She importance .<

‘ ^  O f /

1 . Saraosjlson, B .C . "Long, Long Ago*., (1929) pp.249 se<i. 

S . Jxmod, op cit, Vol. 1 . p.101. footnote 1. -

4 . SogS;, Blma-Xosa8, op cit p .36. -

5. Hunter, MSS. clta.

S . Of coarse most members of the tribe are of necassity 
monogamists. 1



of the distinction between these tno bouses lies in the 

law of succession. Xosa chiefs, says Soga, marry their 

great wires late in life; the umfazl nmim\p Gf  a  chief 

oust be the daughter of a chief herself yrifl her ikasi 

is supplied by the tribe. Be? son succeeds to the throne,

. and failing an heir by her one is ta&sn from a nun**

house of the great house. The right-hand house is on 

an almost equal footing to the royal boose hut it sai&caa 

i f  ever, provides an heir to the chieftainship, in  time 

this hotse tends to establish itself independently‘i s  the ‘ 

royal hoose of a  new tribe. Among the Sosa a  left&baad. 

house siay also he established, but this is rare. The 

Zulu build up their houses on siMUJEar lines> save that 

the eqadi (support) of the iMlnkulu forjas a, separate - 

section; aaong them there Is also another, hot, that r<- 

of the isisioda, the heir of which taftes the father«s 

place, in a  formal way, after the latter fs death. ~

The Own^a apparently rarely differentiate the indlu
' . . ■} -. 4 . -i :• •• .,•••.

enkulu from the huts of the other wives. -
■ 3 ......... . ...
The ibsndS#, the district groap, is clearly

dist5nguisiied by Miss Banter from the isi&tiko, a kinship

group, Ban exogaaoos, unilateral group of persons, all

members of which are believed to be descended from a •

common ancestor, descent beirg traced in the male line. * 1

The principal function of this group is to control sexml

relations, and it has absolutely no economic function.

There is a strong feeling of solidarity and brotherhood
. ■ - ■ V  ■

between /

- 18-

1 .  Soga, Biaa-Zosa,n op cit, pp.48. seq,

2 . Bryant, ■Dictionary5’ , op cit, ai-n8lilmikulu,* pp. 106-7.

2 , Ibid, "Isi-^inda, 8 pp.789-S0, R.C.Sainuelson, ■<%% p.$50.

4 . Jhnod, op cit, Vol. 1 . p.513, .
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between members of the Same isiacfca (clan) but within 

the d e n  various lineages are recognised these tend 

to blve off. Formerly, says Miss Boater, the jsid-afeo 

probably corresponded more nearly to the ibandla, which 

consists of "the f&a&owers of one chief distinguished 

fro® another*"^ the term is also applied to the small 

group attached to s  private individual, or a  h^use of 

a petty chief, or to the large Ibsndla of a chief which" 

comprises a number of smaller amabandla. Siat is , 

the ibaodla has as Its core member of a  cert&ls isl&Tikpjt 

but also includes members of other isiduBoj sod represen- , 

tatlves of the main isldt&o are found in  ;he other anBbandfc^ 

She clan and local, district group are related.

Ir. mucb. the same way throughout the Sotttfa-̂ Sastsrsi Bantu, 

tribes; everywhere, too, there is a  tendency for the clan 

to split up into lineages. (She feinahip groups are all 

patrilineal and exogamousj among the Zulo^ anil ZoSay ' 

however, carriage Is In addition forbidden with asyone .. 

with «hom one can trace blood relationship, through, . . 

either father or mother, Among the Diooga, as w ill b£ 

seen, there is preferential marriage with certain relatives,) 

the clans are masked a c c o r d in g th a ir  filiation to the 

re^al 3toc&, but they have been replaced In genera* 

importance by the local grouping; thus among the Bomvam 

the chiefs or heads of Wihlaba (local areas) have an . 

inlcabi name. This iokabi Is used on various occasions, 

as a  rallying cry in the chase or in wav and by it beer 

.............. is /

-19-

1 . Hunter, MSS, cita.
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-so­

ls doled out at ths beerdrinks. The elan group's warna 

Is of much less Importance. *

.Among the Gesleita section of the Sosa 1>fca claws 

are divided, in the standing army especially tout also 

in peace. Into two great seations. The first division, 

called the I-Stshlnga, includes a ll elans of Toyal descent 

to fcalefca. and M s  ancestors; and a  seconl division, 

the I~QaoJE4, which includes all these clans miose decent 

is so far down In the seals of royalty thafc tfcey.ar4^: ' 

considerad -to be cosmc&ers. To this division are added* .-.
a .

a ll glsns of alien blood. -. .. • ■

Within ths lineage selatiooship Is-.of .« 

classificatory nature, 1 propose to set ottt, -. ...

length, the Ihonga relationship system though it Is 

typical of the SouiH-Bastera Bantu; but Juaod has given 

a  clear description of the 33i6nga while oar info2?E»tii8& 

on the Sulii is scattered and practieallyiiono m  available, 

for the Kafirs. I  shaH^-airt^?- summarising the jhohga  ̂

system, point oat iftiere then other tribes differ. -- , ■

I  3£»ve already described the relation of the-V- 

children to the fathar (nwaita to t^tana) and to- the ■■ . 

mother A H  brotiwirs of the father, and ell

cousins called brother by tMS father <i.e. orthocoosinsj 

ale called father, and-Seating ulshed a3 they aare senior 

or junior to .the father a&- affiliation to the ancestor 

of‘ the clan. Eheif wives are all called mother. The-

• • tera /

I.- Cook,. *Sccial O^ganlsatica and Cere&onlal institutions 
of ths Bomvana,® pp.19. s®«.

8 .  Soga, RAmc-X&Sa,n op cit, p.SS.

S . Junod, op cit, Vol. 1. pp«226. seq.

4 . i .e . a young son ®f the iaJs&sikasi may be senior to 
an older man, son of another wife of the father.
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term mother Is also applied to the mother's sisters, 

because if  the true mother dies one of has sisters will 

probably ta&ejeare of the children,. Their husbands sa?e 

batafena. !The father's other wivtas aie also bamanjan&t 

* 1  respect thea but they are further from ae than ray 

mothers*s sistersf Thia system is fairly typical for 

the SftQs and Kafirs, but the Thonga are aberrant ift 

applying the teirm aaaana to the daughter of the rf&ter$g3, . 

uncle, *beo&ase she is the potential, (rife of W  fs^h 

and 'Similarly, a  man calls his Triie’s  brotfrtgUMs daught'&y 

irif sj and from the possibility of a  man's marrying his ■■'■:.* 

brother-in-law %  daughter & f̂tidle set o fte w sh as  

originated. Juaod gives as the reason for thfe^ssfe - 

jf»mane the fact that a wife say fetch bet niece ta xack ■■• 

fat hers but it appears that a. asa has a. Tight ts£ 3»e-* 

empties oret M s  Trife*s yoonger sisters and“t h e dstigifeiask v 

of her brothers. These wosaa are lasowa as- tinanm. *' •: ■ 

Seither Jiarty Js forced tojSaciiaieafce' iaaritoh a  iusfciisge * 

bttt-they are welcomed; as cementing already exisiiBg1 . . - ;; 

bc®ds of friendship. Other tisannz are srotaa& I  

the wives of oy eldor brothers. A  man say also inherit '  

one of his Material uncled witW* '••-••.; -

m e fgtii^’s-slater Jsrfsaraua <Sr Bohme irhie&K ’ 

means feaa£e £ather. Sh»  savoys great reapsct^ ^yet# •• ; r •■ 

acKjcg-st tha paternal relatives, she is the one to nhcte a • ' 

boy- oS? girl will tell- their secrets* her nepher or Tiieee : 

w iH  go to her in order to get advice in their difficulties. 

Occasionally she will intercede for thee with their father . 

ana her influance may* be decisive. Hie raraaa may be

• - called /

- 21-
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toallad os to officiate in s. -sacrifice offered on behalf 

of her nephews, the children of her brothers, -if the 

letter -are all dead. 9 Any female who is &  near relation 

of the father or paternal ancestors Is also, by extension, 

a. rarana. The husband of the rarana is ‘brother-in-law f 

because, as we have seen, he has a  potential right to ,hfs<.v 

wife*s brothers daughter. . .

.The mother's brother is malnve, or male mother. 

Generally the relations with the mother’s relatives 

*ar« of a- ouch freer, more agre^ble and 2ciiidlier-fca-fctoe 

than, these with their father's ralatioaa,*■ .This is  ■.••-.■••; 

expressed par excellence in the aalufe - n&phews. v?», ■: 

(bantufinlu) relationship. She pattern is one ofaxtrama-<

3y easy relationship-and .\icJt of social restraints*.--.,- - - 

The nephew acts with extreme familiarity in h$a «siitt*e?s(r. - - 

village, takes anything he likes without asking, «ats,, * ' 

short his- unole’s prayera and 9»ts the god!s-shar-e:-alJ':a.r.i -u > 

sacrifice, fie jokes freely a.boat> his futta-a.infeeriting : 

of his BalnseJs wives * Generally, too, a  nan is pm?£h ' /  

more lanient to his daughter's thantoMs-sontasons . . « 

After all , h® is not responsible Jorrtha. formens-.ss he v 

Is  for the.latte* *s misdemeanours.* : , - ,.-- .i «-;*•.'■

Betweea siblings of different ««e  a -rec&ppgcal,, - 

term, nakwaba, is used; as regards siblings* the hierarchy 

of age Is strictly observed, and the elder, brother is r; 

called fcoSi (chief) as well as by the termTtoanajiYai : - ■/ 

"She elder brother is treated with great rsspect and %■ 

gives orders to his yonager brothers with almost.the 

same authc^Sty as the father. It uniat be noticed Also 

that the position of the elder brother is not only a 

matter of age* hot, S* the polygamic family, all the : , . 

children of the first wife c® of the first house, are

tihoal /

- 2 2 -
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tihosi to the children of secondary or afeg "wives

car booses, though tb.ey may have baeh bom  after them.

Busy take precedence of them. .Amongst girls, an «lde? 

sister is often called maaana, mother, whilst an elder • 

brother 13 never a  tafrana, father, but &  fecsl, cifcief** 

Children of people- c&llsd father or mother aee*. of coarse, ■. 

treated asslblinga, ss are the raratta*3  children* is  ■ 

r«6rsrds «rosa_cotisijis, Junodsays that a  asn has *  prior 

right astong. tha Sum  to marry his mother’s. brother ,

da«gh.ter^;httt, as totea ahove^ 'the Snlu do nofc sitory? -..

blood: lelativas*•-: soeh a m atSsgs is strictly 1^redSaiaoe&. -■ 

the Thenga. AmoDg them, asstated..above, the isotherms ■■ 

brother *s daaghfcye i »  -map&B-.u-~ - :

"•••••' Asternal.ana grsnajaSeatS*' tsale awf

female, are kofaaua, a  term aJso applied. to tha ffl&£h£i£%̂  • - 

brother, thaonaluae*"- Sespact; Tor^Ue'paternal :grasi&Sa.tltea! - 

IS 'Yery greet, because h& id jpaehajs, the. Using xeptr̂ fisn.- •.. 

tativ® of" the ancastorsj relafctojBS. with the ftofcher’s ■ - |. 

father are much easier. ' -

• - ^alatioiss by affinity fall'into* two " g r e r t : . : 

categoriesjthatof tinastUjthe ffc9n9n * f a o a r e e » & ^ - , l > 

potential wive»»nd: with wboa interooar.se is easy, a M  : . 

that of bokdnwana, "a word that is generally prenoanced; ■: 

with a’ peculiar feeling of noeasloess.v Icoordlng to - 

the Thonga, Irakonwaaa arisea because of therelationship 

of wifa to hnsbaud. . <She may cause hia endleas tt©afe^ k 

by qoarrelling with or deserting faia, ttis is a plausible 

explanation,for the bukdKwana (o .f. Sulu ukuhloi^>ha} - 

taboos are lightened with tJv  passage of tiae, aa the 

marriage projres successful. More probably, though, there •■; 

are other explanations of this behavior® pattern-af sire, .

respect/  ■



her protectors. This relationship soon, bacomes assy.

there is typical mother-in-law avoidance, a pattern 

extended to th« wife’s elder .sisters; after years there 

E®y be a lassmilTig of this fearful relationship. Them 

these is the great afukoriwana, tha sifefcs brother *s 

wife, «too is* of course, a potent 1 * 1  mother-in-l^*. Ift ■■ 

addition, >she has probably been lofeola *d with eattia . 

given -for her sister-in-law, and should the latter’s  - , 

laafriage fail these oxen. ’Sill be claimed b a e k c : 

oust show great respect towards her -relatives-in-law, ! ••
httrt j, 1

and this respect reciprocal; -hot &«BfagfilT*$.-aa tjajfe ■ 

narriage proyes. suacessful^thepatterj* is easgdc ■£-.

The Zulu and Hafir aystaiss follow, in general^. 

the Thonga system, ■save that thers> is not the;j>otehtisl 

carriage with the wife's brother's daughter.,-.-,Bnfc-ifcljsssa•:• 

tribes are such more markedly patriarchal, and 1&£  >̂;rr i  

mother ' 3  relatives have Iras influence oreR tfc& ;ctoildre& 

s^ong the Thonga, Thtss the Sulu maluse has-. ■ . -

little to do with the children: ha is like a Botnar oat

C. Education- .

. ., Education is the basis of culture in that. It 

gives culture its transcendent element and renders it- 

-Among the South-Eastern Bantu the main

with lass authority.

eduoatlve /

1 . Erig«, S . Information obtained by the author and 
s«$ «ttt in an unpublished thesis on the Sulu, p*57*
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educative processes are indirect} language, economic 

tasks, handling of weapons, behaVious- to elders, etc. 

are a ll  learnt: by the boys and girls as they play and. woftc 

with, their elders. Ilia ceremonials at puberty bars, as 

will be seen, little educative Talus, and in general 

education is only directly given where & deliberate 

attempt is afide by the elders to ins tract the youngsters' 

in some particular task. Bat the Sulu. did bars one direafc 

educative process, the trai—lng at the military Id&als 

(amaihsnda) established by w»haka« Brya&fe deacrlbesthe 

young warriors* lifer "while esse and freedom were-afcun- 

dant, stern discipline continuously reigned, tufc ife SBS- , 

s. ididlly moral force, the young men being thrown;estis«ly >. 

on their honour, without standing regulatloxB‘ao&-without : 

supervision Ihey were therefotf-thesois^pur— -;

-pose of fulfilling the King’s behests,* * TheyHaS?n© 1- 

drill but they amused themselves by danaing and fre-, 

quently themovementswere similar tothese efsoldiers ...%.. 

in  battle and So this -was in a  sense good tr&inlzsg. fd? 

war. The »saifcand&i»erej; oT course, peculiar to the 

Sulu military organisation, - . > * ■ • - ;

B. Sconoffli<r . _

- ' The South-Eastern Bantu were paster lists, .

hoe-culturalists and hunters, as well as collectors,

especially in times of scarcity, of bulbsjcoots and ' -■--­

insects. Eiase tribes are more predominantly pastoral

: ■ • - . . ■ ' ' . ■ than /•- - ..

1 , Richards, op cit, pp.58, 67, 70, se%.

3 .  Bryant, "Olden liasa,* p .78. . '

S . Stuart, •?. "History of Sulu Rebellion.® p .76.
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than the other South African Bantu, but they rarely

killed cattle foe ase.t, save oct ceremonial occasions*

Schapera describes the mode of subsistenos o£ the

EransJseian peoples, and it applies to all the tribes of

this area save the Tbonga, who, having lost most of their

cattle, litre On vegetable food, goat's milk asd meat

obtained in the chase. Scher«ra writes; “Fir their

subsistence the Satires depended mainly upon pasterallsm

and hoe-cu*Sxtre, They kept cattle and goats, which.

supplied them with much of their food, in the ^oriaof

milk, which was drunk sous, and with the raw material

(leather) for some of their industries. The cfettl8 ?eria

rarely killed for food, sara on ,oeseasx&&l occasions, •- 
nueJb . ■
neet being obtained chiefly by hunting. In  addition^

crops were cultivated chiefly of. maise and millet, but ‘ 

supplemented by vegetables such as ytatpkim., peas, and . •••­

beans. The cattle were herded and milted by the men, - tl 

while the carejof the fields was in  the hands ,of the women,

who were prohibited by religions sanction from .having ,
-  1 .  ' 

anything to do with, the cattle. 8 .

The pastoral bias of the peoples Ijas, beep 's - .

heavily emphasised but at the outset At must be remembered

that, as Dr. Richards, points out, though "the Southern

Bantu are not described as typical agriculturists, yet

in fact vegetable^ produce provides the b £ & a f  their .

diet. Heat Is a rare luztay, and the daily food consists
S.

almost entirely of cereal foods and vegetables.* In. 

times of draught and famine they bave^recourse to herbs

and /

x.

S .  Wgny authors use agriculture where hoe-culture is 
the correct term. .

S . Richards, op cit, p.17.
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aod grubs, which normally only the children, -and perhaps 

the wornea, eat . OnOy the Thonga eat fisfc.

There are certain tribal operations la the 

flconomic system, but f  since these are in the main 

ceremonial they will be considered la the body of the 

thesis. The economic units of the South. Eastern Bantu 

are the trasl end household (indluj, the group of depen- - 

dants about each wife* Certain huts have cattle allotted 

to them, and each roman, cultivates her own flelds^er ; • 

herself and her children. Ja regards the implsn/eots < « 

of material culture, these were made hr either the wcsefe - : . 

or the men; there was a  certain degree of speofal^Ssilc^i, ;*• ••

X have already defined the tribe ss a  group" 

which Is distinguished by t.Ae allegiance it  owes to a : £ 

chief. As a  recognition off! this allegiance the tribes-*' 

men have to pay tribute of varying Mnds to the o h l e ^ r , , 

and he usually re-distributsa this tribute "in the &tere&&i» 

of his subjects. The chief! functions are T&riouss he - ;: 

is the religious, magical, political, Judicial, Social ^  

and economic head .of the tribe. The firat tso funofotoa**? 

will hare to be considered in the Ifl-tfaa body of the ,

thesis, so I  propose briefly to summarise his- other . ■••­

functions. 1 * •-.

Ths Bantu chief was not uiraally-̂ Esfcalsa and 

his successors were aberrations jj a  despot r Ebe inform- ■ 

ation goes to show that he acted much more as an inter- . 

prater of the general will of the people. Ha was

guided /  ?

1 . Schapera, Africa, op cit» p.l?4* 
Junod, op eit, Vol. 3 .  g»175.

3
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guided in his decisions by a number of councillors, 

men and woman of the blood as well as certain outstand­

ing comsonars. Moreover, he was always subject to 

deposition at the instance of a fall gathering of the 

tribe, and Junod acts&Uy records a case of thia being 

done, All appeals Ifty to the chief's court, but ha had 

to decide according to eta tom; he initiated new Ians, 

but these had to be approved of by the tribe j. he was

head of the economic system and distribute^ of land, \ .■
. • • . ■ . - ■ rf««f • • - - - - - - ­

but he had to oarry out*tasks fairly and is  accordance:

with traditional usage. She Bantu revered their sMofS,

hut only If  they were wortuy of it , and the chauyiaistie

Sags, eulogises the dignity and restraint of So^a chiefs*- -

Cetewayo, the Zulu Mug, said In  evidence before ■

1803 Commission. on Hativa law and Custom that ^tradition

and sentiment are great factors in the loyalty- of a tribe

towards their chief, and It is only whan driven 'fco

exasperation that their toleranoe becomes exhausted,*. /  . .

‘Phis happened when Bthere Were foolish, chiefs, Tdio thought

they were toar® and could do s3  they pleased*. Ihey dia

strange things without consulting anybody, Much as eai-

ing their people*s cattle, killing without Jaat causa, , •

waging war, and seeding young girls of the tribe. In

such cases Wr.-'Q it 'became evident that the tribe was

discontented and not likely to tolerate sueh oppression

ouch- longer, the fathers of the tribe would hold a£
S . ■ ■■

great pitso, in the presence of the tribe

denounce the chief for his wrongdoings, and intimate

that /
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' ' -8SP- . ■ ■

that; soma other member-ofthe soyal household hadbeen

elected to act In his steady A chief so deposed would
■ . ' ' . ■ -8 . ' 

be murdered i£ ha remained to contest the p®sition»°

H »  chief exerted M s  Judicial yawara through.

sub-chiefs who ruled ever vsriois districts, and; tfceae •:-■■■

in torn delegated authority to the urns! hearis,_ | W '  :

ibartfila, as is quoted above, is both an adaln1 g*.*atl»& v

district and an uaiBi groupingj from the .-jast^appeal - \;v

Has to the sub-chiefs, and thanes to the chief. Gsrt^Jba:

cases* especially thd&e which dealt vith diract. rffiSziOQ%

against the chief, went straight to the coset. at-3&e
■ ■ ■■ . 8 * ■.-* 

capital. The chief was; also commander oftheari$f,v •

• • . .OU®*«rV.-v?---:S£.-

1 . cited Bar?le3 ,  C.Ir, "Th# lava and Customs: of the 
Bspedi aod Cognate Sribes51,  (1929) pp. -88 a&d 87.

S .  On the chief vide Qluckoan^/,^Ijimpublished thesisi 
"A  C©oparatJj.ve Study of the Economic Positioa Of 
the Chief io'^artain £otiihern Bantu tribes.* '
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A. ifantjg Smotlooal Reaction to the Hniyo7̂ ?[

• There are accredited, and discredited, accounts

of the abilities cf different animals, The B3.berf«3ii ;

horses ware embryonic mathematicians^ Burmese elephants

provide a aatlarie parallel to Pittsburgh IabtSOT6e3 ^  >

and K6i£tyr-is ciaimpanases, according to H*ard, ■shô rs'uda 
■ • 1 .  
signs of group worship and activity. - But HajCLet, one

makfts bold to say, -is exclusively & product of inarikind

and Its culturef Hsii alone ponder^-on the question,

*To be or not to be? 9 f man-alanelpo&sat the stsassf'- r

4Eadjsings}*How I  wonder /what you a®e*^- la  fact;,-*jnfecO^

the criteria cm Which man is  d3Stingni&hgKte> free 4a®-.:.' .

rest of the animal, world is thafehe doss ClitiWaHy v.-v.

the question of the old nnrssry rhyme, f r o f e s s o r . ,

Sddiogton writes: *What is the truth about ot»3elye?».? • ■

We s b .j  incline to various answers. We -are a bit ofcit .:
■■ v ' i,.-

star gone wrong. Se are complicated ,phy5slcalj^hlna4y««i 

puppets-' that Strut talk and laaghand die* as '.the _ . 

hand of time - turns the handle beneath# But let sis- :; < - 

remember that there is ene elementary inxJscapable ax&srer;. i 

We are ate □naatitai  ̂ Retepoasib&lity

towards truth is an atttf bate of our nature.* . v- -M

Bddington lias clothed our natural response to the s._ &v:.;V-" 

13nivers© in the language of sophisticated philosopfcyy-

but ~

X* Heard,-. Q* *The Social Substance of Religion.,1' (l9SjL) ; 
PP.79-GS.

S . Sddington, A .S . essay in Science and Religion,* . - 
(19§1> p .1 1 9 . . .
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but it can -scarcely be doubted, that tbs so-called 

a. ‘ •
primitive a n  feels the same. Thus &Rdin, after a 

anrvsy of representative primitive <s ooietias , comludSa^ 

*thst the thinKers among primitive peoples envisage 

life in philosophical t»rm£, that honan experience 2nd p 

the world around them îhave become subjects for reflection* 

and that these ponderinga and searchings have become 

embodied in lit era tore, and ritual.* Ifyfehs of creation, 

old foUs>tales, xites and beliefs, evidence t&afc mXt# 

at all times and ia  all cultures, confronted b^ the v

vault of heaven and its bodies, contemplates theair - w  

83hrioklsf twinkle, little star, *

How I  woader. ^Jiat you are?* -*

Simply and practically primitive can asks the question;, 

the sophisticated man of modern civilisation asiS les&:' 

simply,, less poetically, the same-question: - \

-31-
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. ’Scintillate* scintillate, globule vivifi** - 

fain would Ifatfcoathy nature JsjseclffcJ,*'- •

Junod describes a  Thongs wham Bddington, or :■■ - 

at least Dean Inge, might take by the hand as a felloe- *. v»- 

seeker. Rasgane was very worried about the creation o f ;,  .. 

the weald, only found a satisfactory answer to M s  - /,* j 

curiosity in the Christian explanation of creation.

But the conventional answers of the old man did, apparently ,
' ; . ■ 5 .  ■ ' ; - ' •' ■.......
satisfy the balk of the trite. Probably, or so «fc laa»1?

it seems to me, if  Bangane had lived before the Shonga

• were /  .

i- B®din- P. “Primitive Man as Philosopher .* (1927) p ,386,: 

s .  Junod* op cit, Vol. S . p.305.

1: Jr



&Q contact sith the Europeans# ha iftrald have deveX- 

oped into one of those "religious geniuses11 (Losle prefers 

to call them philosophical geniuses) * who say occasionally

»oi; saeeatrla)£in. not accepting his culture's explanation*

Were it not for the presence of the missioned.ss, 1

sight have developed the Thonga religion and beliefs;

he could only hare done so, however, on the basis of the .

culture as it existed. For while one must fully adait

the influence of tne intense Individual on his tribe,,*s

outlook, pae anst aeaember that the Individ;. r\ is eix- “■

oumscribod by his tribal eelture. - ', ••■

This point raises two extremely difficult , „

problems - how does the lnfl.iTld.nal, and how does £hs -

social group, contribute to the foroation of religjois *. ,-»j

rites and beliefs; and wh&t exactly Is to-be taJosn as._ •

the belief o£ the -society, where different meabers -“of , '

It hare different; ideas? It is,.fortunately, not-past -

of Ey thesis to >deal with these problems. Briefly*. the.-..

first may. ha. answered by saying that the individual* •,

in  all his activities, is a^ocia£3Sed

is through a number of individuals.-socialised, bos® or

less to one pattern, that the social^ group -asksany -;,...•

question and postuletes the answer* -As .regards the ,

second problem, It ha® been effectively dea3twlth,by -;.

ifaHnnmw in hiai article on “Baloma; the spirits of the 
• S . '

Dead in the Trobyiand islands*®. In the ls± -section

of the article, the author analyses the relationship

between /

1. Lowie, E ,a , ^Primitive Seliglca.® p.'SiO. ,

S .  Journal of ^hs Boyal ArstJiropclogical InstltuU,
Vol. 46 . (1916) PP.5&S-4S0. . : , i



sen accounts of beliefs, etc. given by individuals,

and social ideas» au& coiiclu&as that a .social idea 5is

a ten?t of belief embodied in institutional tezfc ,̂ ansi

forfoalated by tbs unanimous opinion of all comment..
■ • 1 . • ■ ■ ■ .  
informants»* Malinowski points out the fallacy of .

obtrfoing information from, one or two natives and then .• r-»

citing tbti data as social ideas, i .e , of turning a  ^  •

*one-3imensioiial0 account jnto aae t  of *sooial ideaS,*

This# -anfortrmately, applies to many of the authorities. .

cited in this thesis, but I  m  s£raid_that, ■-■

a purely theoretical work, the dlf fioviltjr^aanot fesv.-, i - a

obTiated. - . . •...............v  . . i

I  shall, ths», in  Msaicing. of- ̂ oeiety>*,meafe.fe:: 
a~l uJib>»Jlua£* \

*  number of sooialisfSd^teJivWuaJaj, and-.by ■social, i5e^R-<

# 3  £pp as possible^ ths conceptio&s. ftoBffpEi to ,-thoss* >, ■­

individuals and embodied in  ritual, nosology 

institutions of the community. , 4 . 1

' Returning now to the theme onwhiph ibis. ..v., ., ,.

chapter opens f I  think I  may fairly say that ^Society 

(aan in culture) wishes to find its place- 

Of things. One.should ra(ther.$ay society m s&

-place in the sobeme of .things*. Jhis is an ,

compulsioni nan most be able tocoisriaee hintpelf githe* 

that the forces of the Universe «fie ,on his Aide or that 

he can control those forces. He mast be>t>ome!;in thf.. 

Obiverse. . ■ •... .$•. •̂.v.v-

The social group exists, that is ©v:f4 ent. ... ,, 

Bat within the group asd,without.mighty .foroff .5̂ .* at , 

work. The Universe is *ast, the tribal; gyouB is .re- , 

latively small, la the individual man has developed ^

«S» /

8 . Ax u a , « *  s . 420., . .. , .  1  *»»'*►*■ ,2'  ...
*■ tSsfitffr-'g! fc<!Z7Xy - '»*■

• i' 1 * '■ m .J.* A . . i t. . ' ■ ■ ■![ . ' 1 .. II . , 1
*>*<%



ego that Is, to the beat of our taowledge, lacking or 

very deficient amongjother animals, so the groijp of man, 

society, must necessarily have an ego. It oast be cons­

cious of its oto  existence. It stands trot as against 

other societies and the Universe at''large. It has 

traditions of Itself, It has a  culture, It has a definite 

territory. Bat ®the'historic depthjof tradition £a 

slight (and) the knowledge of facts and events, ,

;'iiatoi,icaa.ly so shallow, is also cloaely limited ...

graphically. .. 'fltie width of the cultural span is n6  ies.s# 

restricted tkian Its depth. The grottf- co&-<

versant with the human, animal, and material fact*^se<>£ - ' ^  

Its immediate environment. Butside of Shis, ® 7«RT‘ . 

fragmentary and unreliable set of data is availably 

referring ,to the peoples and regions with ifhloh some*;-., . 

sort of contact is maintained, . But thera the world 9$ -v • .... 

humanity ceases* Beyond is the void, ttie realm  ̂Of,. - .

imagination, with its grot^sqj^e creatures and fansssjjjip. 

happenings.? •• The groop dSS.hwnauity.* the.void o£..fcfcef;. '- 

Dnivexse - what, is -their relation? Sera.is a • :,=•;

^hloh must ba. answered. •• Humanity musi/eel -at .hoae £a., : 

the Dhiyersaa It  must find its- place in ;ths. scheme of, . 

things, -and it must be a  dominating place. A comjpnity , 

of Schopenhau&rJSs..would -soon cea^e -So exists . ^

Society's response to the Universe, itsse&rch . 

for -truth, varie? in a  number of ways,. It Bay be phllo- 

sojihical, scientific,-artistic,rolisiot», magical. JSfcat 

has to be determined is the nature of the religious and 

oaglcal reapass&s, chiefly as contrasted with the scientific* 

- . . . ' Ihfta/ ‘ ' ■'

1 . Goldenweiser, A.A. *Barly Civilisation,® (19SS). 
pp.408-3.



Bhen Sic James ,2Teana describes a star "as a solitary 

body, alone in endless .spaae, which continually poors 

out radiation and. receives nothing Inli-atum, 11 it is 

poor English^ but, one assumes, good science; qrrl when 

Eddington writes that "our home, the Earth, is the 

filth or sixth largest planet belonging to an incoa- 

spicuous middle-grade star in one of the aiaoerous is­

lands of the arclripelago of island uoivsses, we Say 

again, ’ This is Science." It is equally sei^jSe »h.en tbs :: 

Sulu# say that ths stars are the children of the stat aM^ : 

the siy ■ it is not superstition. In short, we Wflnot 

distinguish religion from science on the basis of the , ,. 

knowledge of any society tsat the one we are coasMerlogit.

To us the Sulu belief seen® absurd, superatl££ott5;.tftv 

them it is fact, and, what is more, scientific fawrtv • v  ■.?..•••• 

It  is true that Jseits ana Bddington are consciously tjry**v,-f., 

ing to find or# BhAt$23 the nature of. the tfaisrsê e-*: that •, • -v. 

they are ready to change their theories in^tfag '

new facts, that they are always seeking togetnearer £  

to objective troth, -®hlls thk Zulu ar® content w$th tJas •:?=--*- 

fears answer th«y have then given;, But.tha^aas^&£*;.sueh-:;: ■ 

-as it is , constitutes pari -of their science andj «s:s«<shi - » 

'~i& entitled to our- respect so long ss ̂ we hav$ no guaranty 

of obfectire truth for oar Own theories. - ■ 5 r •,•

Ignorance cannot be-the criterion by which. ; - ■r- 

we are to distinguish the natural from the supernatural. 

Malinowski in his treatment of magic has a  sUght  ̂ tao^ . •- 

'dehcy to do this. The extremist version of this^philo- • 

sophy is thatjbf Spencer, which has been summed up:

•Science thus extends so far as knowledge actual and . ■

possible extends. Religion lords .it, ova- that territory 

where all  conceivable Mowledge ends - that is, in th£ ,

. region /
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regiem of ffigSafrle ignorance.® Bjis theory is ptigtotty 

charactsriswS fay Cohan as "amusing®, but IS is a tiufiwry 

that can. still slisla authoritative support. She diffi­

culty, of course, is that « T  the worshipper 0 od is real, 

for the hag-ridden, witohes and pixies see. They kflew 

that these-, beings exists The agnostic, the man who > . .. 

hones tlyseys, »£ do not know*, he alone is ignorant * 2  ,:• • 

the full sense of the vosd* 'The Xosa, imo bsliated- that ■•• 

egch evening &  fsash soon was placed la the and nho> F . 

■ehen. asked by Soga, *By whoa was it huzjg up?", replied* • - -• .: 

«irigaei,a (I  ^Eoa'tr know) was not, of- course, w  ... - j 

agnostic. He was indeed ignorant, ,ln^hi£ ...„■..

hat he knew that there waa.sooaone who ■pasltoj£bi&-■’*?:■•*■■■■* - 

the raoeh. The agnostic teowa iict “what^there i§» : v .,,

The attitude of this Xcsa and .of the Sols 3$- ; ■ //-.■

even more scientific Jfoan that of the »oa.«ra sfc'ientisfc» ;

itt the sense that it  is utterly dispassionate,.. 'But io ... - ,

general the primitive scientist Is less deliherafcivfi and,.

Eore utilitarian, •Scisnoe,* says HalinowsM* « o

as much as civilised, is the solid achi%ve®iait

IkaBKmalnd, embodied in the tradition of rational feno*- ,

ledge and put to paao^ioal purposes. As 'far ®s primitive . ...-.

m a  has s-eslly obtained the mastery over nature, and of '  5

the forces in  his own nature, he relies on science and ( ^  
8 . ■ kr» '■ ■:■

science alone.® Elsewhere he describes this as JWowleSgts of

soiia, hydrodynamics, etc, Goldenweisar adopts a  .

similar opinion. *As the aim of a ll these pursuits is

- not /

1 .  Cohen, Chapman, *God and the Shiversa." ( lS & I)p ,9 ,

2 „  Soga, "toa-XcSa,”  op c i t , 'p .420 ,. ■ ■ - ••, ....

S . MaliaowsSl, B* Essay in Science & Religion” op cit, p .71.



works out and, barring accidents, 

are^wde* henceforth* the mind accepts these oant 

depositories of reason traditionally. They becoi 

of tbs technical equipment of behaviour, not of \ 

and understanding. . ■.. • : ...

®2hls ezplairra, at. least in part, why 1 

matter-of-fact experience of early .life fails to 

its. full intellectual haiHrest.^Bie observation, 

le^e, invention, potential science, of this^rBaSB: 

psychologically dormant* ia  solution* as it.■mfS,. 

the psycho-physical flow of behaviour* until eexrfciwle?-..-: 

later, onder other conditions of life and vlna^iry,,*^^ 

precious fragments of the semi-mconscioiig ssind become.. 

precipitated as clear-edged crystal Qf\33Qience and crii 

ical thought.* . . i. .

»Scientia eat potentia.* Anyone who has--watch.ed'a> 

native waging string.f*om the- crushed.ate© ofa.thorn- 

bosh or the leaf of an sloe, woul4  -a<lniit . that jthe. Bgiitu. 

have, too, like all primitive, hoa-OHlturalists, knowled* 

of soils, seeds, trees, etc. But there is a  school of 

anthropologists who would ceawert the 3 

est potentia0 to “Potentia est Scientist# to j 

society, JChis they cannot logically do, 

verted proposition empirically correct. (

mtinued from page a6 .
— ' - n r 1 1  n 1  nf >I * "^ ^ a y i n  ^ O.iei 

T19S5) ©dll ' " "

1 .  Goldenweiser, op cit, pp.400-7.
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admits the possibility^of consciousness and ratiocination 

arising la the mind of a primitive inventor or worJter, 

but concludes that "they are presently submerged, the 

objective results alone being passed on to tbe following 

generation,** for the ends are always "direct, pragmatic, 

teleological.* lEallscraskl allows primitive man much 

mors of science, as tbe follcrering quotations show: 

by scienoe he understood a‘ bcdjr of rules -and conceptions, 

based os experience and derived from it by logical in- . ■ 

ference, embodied in material achievements and la a fixed "

form of’ traditioii ami carried on by some sort of {social r
. • -.i . • . • :t- . ; - . . .A_v

organisation -then there is no doubt that even the lowest or.
. - ... ■ . • ••. •: '■ ■ 

savage couanunities have the beginnings of scieae$, however j;

rudimentary ‘ Ha goes "on to say that the native cau . . •

criticise his tooirledgej hear its principles in Bind when ;

aljrpiying them to some practical task? in  which’he will - -

sarlt with plass end charts; that natives can he found- : • .

tiho passionately and disinterestedly search fcr stories,

pedigrees, etc. aod the native naturalist ®patifent;and. .

painstaking in his ' observations, capable of generalisation

of connecting long chains of events in tbe life of .

animals, and in the marine *©t-& or in. the Jungle.* • •

But has a tendency to adopt, .like G«aaernreise$, ..

the point of view that primitive science is always prag-' ,, ;

aatic, that it «is not detached from the craft . . . . . . .  ■

it is only a means to an end.* * Thus he criuices »ffo*<»;. ;

and Queries on Anthropology* because under the heading

•Stories, Mayings and Songs* it Says that "thjjs^sectioa

includes many intellectual efforts of peoples.* With : .

. - - some/

1. Ibid, p .406.

S . Ifelinosafci, Science 8t Seligicm,* op cit, pp.35-6.

5 . Quoted from '“Notes and Queries on Anthropology1' , pp^lO-1.
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some apprehension Malinowski is led to ask, "where is

left the emotion., the interest, and ambition, the social

role of all the stories, aM  the deep connection with 
. . 1 . • 

cultural values of tie more serious ones?® Malinowski 
... "Nebs

in quoting from "'SopSss -and Retries* choose? to emphasise

the word *intellectual*; his attention should also M '  : r~

directed to "inolunes .* For where are the slsmeats^.. ■

referred to by BalinowsfcL* present in this extract froB

Junod? ®On the se&shar* in the Msnaketa district, . ■■-■'

according to Hbosa, people believe that the sun emerges -

from the water. The feflection of light vhloh xemali& x

on the sea, afiter the appearance of tike svnf iSf coBald'efre#: •;-

as a fcind of source of light ftoa wMoh.'the sKin:^4&cg^f - ^ . ’ '>7

and renews itself every morning: it  is !cufc ottt £eofit toji , 4

provision of fire*, stidss to heaven, follows its course -.-.A

and ales in the 'West, Tomorrow another son willeboe- •:•“••:■
, ■ . . iff ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ "■ :...  >• ■■ : ■■■
out from the *provision*,, and % on. Bat other people \ f -<

make objections to this explanation and asselttf that

sun passes under the earth and comes "back the following , *,

dayj so there is only one sun - to which ‘theory iheiisst-

retort that the earth haring “‘mo hnfcfcoa* the -dtai 'cannot
. . . 2 .  . - , . . . .  ,-,/v . ... ■-. .■ '
pass under it .*  Given the prea. Se 'that the «axth is -

'winTtaiti, emdiessDy prolonged dmbxaxda and iuy?
. . , . « «  ■. • .....................■ ■■ . • , ■

no bottom* here is perfectly logical, scientific, reason--

£&g« and, moreover, the argument seems to he marked with/ - . 

less acrimony 'than ±s usual among aodsrn scientists. Htnr .­

the account of the passage and setting ef th® sun— X . 

ta£e to be one of those conceptions, frequently crystallised^!

i n /

1 . Malinowski, B. "l^-th ia Primitive EsychologyB. ,(19SeXp*40g 

s .  juncd, op cit, Vol. 8 .  pp.sfii-®.

S . Ibid, p.,501.
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in stories er tales or myths (call theffl -shat you will) 

which I  would describe as intellectual, scientific 

efforts of primitive man, To Malinowski ire owe a great, 

debt foe his masterly analysis of the functions of ttyth 

and legend, but- 1  cannot nelp feeling that he has gone - 

too far in  ruling the aetitological entirely out offfiythology. 

Sat in pointing oat the emotional value of carta in isythaT 

he gives tss a clus to what criterion to adopt in distisig--* 

Tt̂ sTitwg the scientific from, say, tbs religious. 1 %> is - 

not, as heipald frequently m&Jse out, ignorarwiet if i% . - ■ 

; wotfcs $ MalinoTtfski tends to say, it is sciencei I'think- ,, 

it  more correct to distinguish acienneahdrallsitai-ndl: 

from thejfpofat^of view of "the efithro^ologiSjt^'baS ;

that of the native^ V is ., bytha emotional attitnde tjf iht'S^ 

letter. ' ’*' T'-

• .•■■;■ • Eie attitude ©f "the Jhonga in the argafient̂ fcoufc-.-v' 

the s^n, of the Xosa and 2 ulu intfceir beliefs eoncfeming :; 

the moon andstars, is tela* disiatefceStM* dispassionate*,-.. 

Bat their SeaCtion to lightning# '•Bn drot£&fc* -'SneC.-̂ then ,;.u-. 

eesaic phenomena is rery different^ It • is all^e -witfer 

sjaotion. Fc» the reeia^of thi »ttpernatiB«5»iS^«*^S^ear>^>; 

by the attitaae Whieh-mafi «na his society'- take Axp to life, . ,. 

and the taiiverse-r The scientific approaoh is calm,' a*.-is .«* - 

tfce pKilosojS^c&ljr it is the approach Shiah men like -S-l#' . 

Oliver fiodge would ultimately adopt after a few yea*®? ;

hob-nobbing with the spirits, m e artistic approach Ss 

tinged uith certain emotions; the religious and aagical. ■. 

jritfc others. It now remains to determine the actual> . 

gffi^hjpnai (and to A lasses extent intelleotaal) content . 

o£ -supeOTstnr^lis'iB. - ' - -

‘ . - - X t o a n . •
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I  can perhaps ao Shis best by relating my own 

.single mystical experience. About half-past two one 

morning X  was walking along a lane which was reputed, to 

be haunted. I  had been aisoussicgz^the supernatural, 

was physically tired and mentally depressed. As & 

natural rather than a supernatural consequence of these 

facts, I  -suddenly saw hordes of dafiffing skeletons Sod 

ghosts,  foe me sn unusual, though strangely not a  dis- - 

commoding, spectacle. All at once I  seemed to sense s  . 

presence above and around me, an. almost physical power - ; 

in  which X could rest. The bis err© figures all ranisiwd}/■' •;•'■.• 

I  had, so to speak, found peace in God. „ i. '
:■ . .■ ■ ■ v ■ ■■■ ■■ .1 :■ . . '.■»!

Hsre is the raw matrix of religion, the -ses&s. • 

of powers working around us. And now, to distinguish. . -r. v c 

the religious sense from the scientist’s sense of thebe--- 

powers, one must refer to the fact that most ffiea.- («o4 • • J'- ■" 

called civilised as wall as primitive) fail to dlstingtafc-- = -v 

between the causesjof theia* sensations and the. emotio^^ ■ 

evoked by the sensations themselves# Incised, psychologically--, 

speaking, the emotions are an element, the affective - 

element jOf sensation. L^vy-Bruhl says of primitive maẑ  - 

that his ®rcental activity is too little differentiated ^ • : 

for it to be able to regard the ideas images of objects v 

by themselves, apart from.the, -sentiments, emotioss, and ir. .
r a— &A&yJ . . . . . . .  . . .

whiSt “evStetfcafe'j.^^ The result is that not only : - 

has primitive man actually “an image of the object and I, - 

believes it  to be real, but also thav he hopes or fears .  ̂ . ■ 

something from it}, that some definite action emanates I  .;..

from/  i,

if
i
n



froa it or is exercised upon It;. Ifcis action i &  «a  in­

fluence , a  virtue, .-an occult power, varying according 

to its objects end circvmratances, bat always real to the 

primitive, and forming an integral pailt of .fais re#?esen- 

/
tatioxu” ievy-Bruhl, on tbs basis of this psychological 

fact, rears, a  -remarkable edifice in which he hcusas a  

primitive nan who, m *—ay- unlike Rousa eau *s natural man*

Us utterly supernatural. Ha. eannot flistiggizish any C3,ttffel 

process; for all, the world is "Bystioal.* fest*- as • 

h b  have seen and as Halinowsfci^ Goldanaei3 er» and coapeteirfc 

workers in  the field have Shows, primitive man 'is- ligieal/: 

ana does distinguish certain acts as natural froct othecS 

that -are supernatural. . X^ry-Etuhl, however, f

the real source. of fflan.»s sense of. sapeTnatjBsal.yp#?^ .;•& 

loan, is aware of theforciss, fut theie ®E$stioal* :gow«r •£ 

cooes iron. the emotions: of fear, hope,/&m-p&Zrr triumph* ' 

etc. wblcli t&ey stimulate within him. as he.s ^ n i s ' ^ s $ 

AUd, of course* ,iBan.;projeOfes tbeemoticn c a ^ ^  &y'abSedtt!-' 

fes perceivas on to the object thejn6e l T ^ ^ :- -'Bn®' primitive' 

T?p»- feer« lightn£ng,and becaise of; his:, fesr-he iiiyeats 

lightning with: tha p^ws*" of fcllling at-^rili, ie^t^ier^Wjy*-: 

I  sfcaii *etopn to &bS& effective side of sensatJa, '

ia  this chapter^ Sit,the meantime,.' I-propos.e to  szamii,\e- 

the sources of the «$g&tical powers Ttfciieh aan feels,.to $ss 

working around him*

In the first glwoe, I  suggest that onei&ing 

which- nev-er fails to oppress witfo,*^ aagnitnSe: i»  the. 

Universe, and the inecorable ssreep of circmstaacess , 

"SismetJ She will of illahl" says the Habonffiadanj• . - , 

. . . .  . . .  ..... ?bj.ind / .  . ■ '

- 41-
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* blind to good, and evil, feckless of destruction, omni­

potent nattte rolls on its relentless wayjn vritss 

Bertrand Bussell in an essay appropriately entitled 

°£fas a e e  HanWdpshlp«j  the Thonga have a belief 

in Tilo or Heaven, "something more than a place. >.'* is & , 

power sjhich acts and manifests itself in various Bays* "­

It is sometimes called Hosi, a  lord. But fthl# posreS / 

is  generally regarded a3  -something entirely fimperaon*!. 

Thonga appeal? to thlnfc that Hea’rsn regulates and presides 

over certain great cosmic pheaomena to which men lanst^^ ^ 

Billing1 % or unwilling ly,  ̂ submit, more especially those . 

of a sadden and unexpected nature.H _ It is this sense- : 

of the saa^esty of the tmivsrae which best fits the &ef in-. 

ition of religion given by Otto, a  Christian theologian x-v 

’eul&rly, the* the Eoly ccasists. .r-'z*: 

It IS to theuniverse as 4  > 

whole that .Alexander *s words apply most significantly i - «=& 

*One ofsthe elements of the Religious fueling is the : / 

sense of mystery, of someth^atg which may terrify us ffi : - 

may support as- in. our htfiplsssiEess, but at any rats *=%’.. 

Hhich is other than anything we know by our senses or .= 

our reflection. And it  is naturaLto believe that there 

is something reel* some feature of actual existence, ■•...• 

^hich riaiu. fauth this sentinwsst in us. Kr. Otto calls . 

this the *nusinons* element is the world,* • is  Otto 

himself says, this mystery is ”fel£ «s objective and :
... 5 ^ - . . . . . , .

outside the se lf ."  U«?xander later continues: ®Bnt 

I  do not in the least mean that there is some rare

specific /  .

who says, aptly if  
*fc-

in a sense of “numinous” .

1 . Junod, 05 tfit, Vol. S . ji,S£®. .. .

8 , Alexander, S* Essay in “Science & Religion**. op cit,5 ^



specific quality in things whl«b. we can. discover, which 

is the numinous, which ia the object of rel^ctus Reeling 

as frost css- be felt by m r sense of cold. On the con­

trary, X should say we have no organ which cnahies^ng 

tc apprehend the numinous, and that many persons do not

have the religious feeling at all ................... It  may '
h e " • . .ai. . • . ; . ■- .e.sz-. ■

partially^acconntifor in many ways, but Tshftn « n  is

Imotm there remains this mysterious‘somewhat in natura.

I  am inclined to think it means the way in which we -

with our bodies respond to the world as a whole, instead

of -che particular parts we get to fccoŵ by the- sense?,  ■.<

that the world, as it -Here, takes us of a  h-eap/ and---'”'

we respond in this vague saQsei of mystery.® '

It is clear that the response to which - SleSandet

refers i3  an emotional response, and that the eaotidn •

ol~ s.-x'i irith which ooe Is oppressed on comparing one's otd:-

3y$i£nifloance with the vastnetss of creatiui, is jaroj octefi

In an inverted fom  Into the Caiversej i .e . one'SBansa t-

of powsrlassnass becomes contrasted ■felth powers oytsiie. &

How if  Alexander’$  individual approach be changed to *that

of society, se have one source <jf the religious feeling..

X wish to emphasise here that X do not intend
T. . t  '• •• : ■>! . •••

to imply|that this reaction to the universe as & whole 

must nece&ssri'ly express itself in the. conception of a  1 

High-God. X have, it is true, cited Tilo, of the ■

Thongs, as representing $hat reaction/ for I  do believe . 

that where *  society has erected anything in the nature 

of a mgh-God that God represents those elements in t£s ..

universe /

1 . Alexander, loc s it , pp.133-4,

S , TUo ia net a High-God, but is the nearest conception 
to a Baity th^t exists among the Thonga, •



uniTerae that ere most transcendent. But the point I  

wish to make here is that it is society’s recognition 

of the wholeness arid oneness of the Xrniveraa, Its toeing 

taken *all at a heap* by the world, that creates a  large 

amount of- tbe power which Is the matrix of religion.

I  would repeat, moreover, what has been, resnarlced 

above: that society mast find its place incise tiniv.erse'* 

is true that Junod writes> *1 believe that tbs origin 

of Man preoccupied the Bantu mind much sorethan the .

origin of the world. They can lire their -Bhde-life • . 

without being troubled by this question which itas^p.er^w.. 

plexed so many heart? In other lands.a . Apparently,.. 

tha I^Thonga hare n$t troubled so much about their plaCe ■ 

in creation. Bat thjs iss .ottriousDy a .sucEace^intprpret- . 

aticn. There have been See- more heart-bnr^iBgf ,oy9r. tfte . iVv? 

story of the Garden of Bden than.over Qesesis,.itsel£*,. .*•

'Bvett then, it may be argued, the Bantu.myth., of .Pafcalimknla. ̂
■ ' ■ ■■ S  « . ■ . 1i 1 ■ .
breaking off the nations from a. bed of, reeds . .. i*.lacking ...

in-̂ the »numinous» element. She reply is , however.,vpbr4o*isv..

The ultimate origin of man end society may be pass.ect-r^eu■

lUce this, but what of the destiny of vzery. infiiyid^sj,-, ^  ■

of the Society, i .e .  the destiny,of .%si^Itself? -

intense ancestor-eult evidences that the Bantu have , ,;j . ; •

attempted to ostermine man’s  destiny and, destination, and .....

their intense dislike .of the cfoataal apn shows the . .. .

emotional context of the myth about .the origin of 4eath. _

• . . . - Tb.e i r i /  . "
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1 , Junod, op cit, Vol. S . p.SOS. . ; ■. ,:I •.

S . Seligman, op cit, p.SOI*

S. Callaway, *Ihe Religious Systemsjof the Amasiulu.3' 
(1870) piS,'footnote 3,0. 1
Junod, op cit, Vol. p.SSl. . , ■■. .
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Thelr baliefs about birth are much vaguer, though they
■tb&VBS ' : • • . .

have, of course, rites and tabus Found pregnancy and 

labour: nevertheless the relation of the birth, of twins 

to cosmlo phenomena is an intfiea'tion that they realise 

that certain, forces are at ■Kork to produce children*

. These myths and beliefs show that the South- • 

Eastern Bantu have reflected on man's place is. the world" 

a M  they recognise his aspirations and fears, ^fiosg the 

Suluj it is said that Tfokuluakolu created all. things' 

and Initiated the life of man. He sent the chameleon

to tell men not tckie* The chameleon dallied bytaeisayy
* u *

but the lizard who -was sent with the message that -men
S.

should dia hurried on and brought death with himv- vv.r 

Man's funda.<sental aspiration, the will to live* ttf.fce-... •• 

immortal on this earth, was thus cheated/ and tats uyth 

expresses that aspiration hut fits «fee ths- facts* :\Xhe- :.- 

belief in cqjiinaad existence after death•actsf'.sftt̂ ;fcl*sr.;. 

chameleon my thy as an outlet for the desire for..imiBor~> * 

tality. Death is, to man and his grorf ! au fsars'oiBe - ti-tugj 

it evofces in *11 who come into contact with it.®-vast., .- ? 
number of ©motions and so it , too* like tha Gnir^se St - 

large, becomes charged with supernatural power, ^  :

' But addition to atoptiug this attitude T&ich;

X call ’̂ supematnrallSB* to the whole of the uni/erse 

and to man’s destiny in it , society also trfes up thaf 

attitude to various parts of it . To the sense of whole­

ness, to death and his ultimate destiny, man's outlook , 

must be emotionally coloured. He reacts similarly to •■;

particular /

- 46-

1. Vide, infra,

S . Callaway, op «it* pp.3-4. Junod, op cit, 7ol.S» pp.3.



particular impressive iaaik±f ©stations of natural forces, 

such as drought^jliseasa, thunder, etc. Society is , in 

the words of Jjose£4<3, compelled to "’recognise in. some form 

©a? other an*-i«spiriug, extraordinary manifestations <£ 

reality.R There is an autonomous power in natuKe, & 

number of seemingly infinite, incalculable forces - and - 

man lives always in. their shadow. Primitive responds 

to these forcss with deep, instinctive amotions, and so , , 

as has been explained above, the power of these forces 

is increased. Thus the Zulu speak .of. two heavens* the- ■ - 

male and the female;  the latter is attended by shrill ^ 

thundering, for&ed lightning and hail. “If  it'meets wi-th ' 

a man in the open country he cannot tell whei^atogo} 

and. even .Indoors the house seems sraa,il, and he .Krauts 

second house into which the lightning cannot enter;, ̂ and

the world itself seems sjagXl at the tins of its shrillA.:'-'
■ ■* ■■ 1 f,*:

thunder ings, and men. seek for a place wher^, t^ey can •. - .-• 

hide thsaia alves. The female heaven causes, much Jpain* .-V'.y 

The pain it  causes is that it does not give *  man.time . 

to take couragej it presses upon him suddenly wi^h constant 

repetition; it .therefore tears a man with terror, and a •*., ;• 

mqn. cannot see that to-morrojr, will ever come*, he says, • 

*tfo, there is. no, to-morrow;* and he can no long er s e e . • 

that the light of another day -win shine in the hQ&.ve» „

and pass away: he sees tbs.c, the hearer* - 1  pass away: ■
g ,  •- •■ - • • - 1 . . . . . . . .  <..

him,.* One sees clearly from chis translation.of a  . .. 

native text how the emotions roused In a nan by a cosmic ; 

ph^rtCTî " ^  are projected to incre^s the awesomeness of

. . .  - 1 not /■■:

- 47-

1, Lottiej* op cit, ppaB-. Introduction,p*Vl'

S. Callaway, op cit, pp.401-2.



the phenomenon.

One other thing in the external world impresses 

■society. Sustenance has to bs obtained from the physical 

environment, and society in its straggle for economic 

life has to exert to the full its powers, Naturally, 

it feels that it is worMng with certain gpwers in the . • • 

environment, and against others. *In a simple community 

such as that of the Andaman Islands* in which the necessary 

food has to be pr; Tided from day to day, food occupies 

a. predominant position, and is the chief source of these " 

variations or oscillations between aaailtions of eu$&o£l& 

and dysphoria that constitute the emotional life of. the. 

sowlety,* writes Radcliffe Brown* "Food is obtaiable ... 

only by the expenditure of effort, and the e f f f t f r *•»v. 

communal one. The obtaining of food is the principal v/:.. 

social activity and it is an. activity in which *r*eyv ;

able-bodied member of the community is required by
. 1 . ■. : \ 
custom to join," According to Halinemsfci, afood 'iM  .the :

main lint between man end his surroundings^ by /

receiving it he feels the forces of deati«y and jrovi- - -­

dance. To primitive man, never, etfen under - the best . 

oon tons, quite free fr«sa the threat of starvation*. :

abundance of food is a. primary condition of normal ’-ife,5* ; 

Dr, Sicbaxds in ^Hunger and lorit 5n a .Savage Tribe0, has,- . 

shown how much these statements apply to «he flouth-Eastersj r 

Bantu: sentiments are built up on the mrbfcitia procasa; :.  ̂

social stfttus is marked by plenty; the rhythm, rfthe.yeap. , 

is marked by the change in food* and eating itself, as .. 

well as particular foods, evokes distinct aooti6iss* ,

Clearly /

1 . Brown, A.Badcliffe, *The Andlman Islanders*. (19SS)

p-^ro.

3 , Malinowski, "Magic, Science & Religion®, op cit, p .42 , :
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Clearly, thea, nutrition Is surrounded by intense^ 

emotional sensations, and the -struggle for sustenance 

creates in amTa sense of the powers of the universe.

A further source of power is thstjsociety is 1 

conscious of its own force, not only as it opposes 

controls its environment, but also as it manifests itsol£ 

against itself — i.e .  in the hold of the trilsse over the 

smaller groups and over the individual tribesmen, and l a  'f( 

the relation of the scalier groups to each other and to 

their own members. The sreighr of tradition, that, “hsa'sy 

hand of th« past°j the force of tribal, clan or familial ■ 

gatherings ; the transformation of the individual as h±S

sentiments towards his fellows ccystalljsej these are
. . .  . ■ .. . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ...̂
almost physical powers, Djtrbiieiffi has clearly shown the --

power of society over the in&ividaalj so clearly rtha1> .lie. <:

cade ^Society* equivalent .to "Gofl*. But we owe to-:hjtâ -

and latterly to Badcliffe 3 , the true vaiuatitaL sit
~i!

the tremendous forces generated at social gatherings.

This Is one of the largsst sources of °Duminousa ,po«[e^.

But as every indiridusl aiust reopgnise the power of ; .1. . 

society, so society mist recognise .the power<of .each ^  

individual. As &  child stows up its social personality- 

3s  enhanced anff expanded; the baby drops lilce a pa&se ,Ot 

wood into the pool of social life, and ripples gradually 

spread out from it which may touck the furthest edges of , 

the water. These ripples are pregnant with pow«r. MoreWrer, 

the individual senses the will $ad power of his fellows, . 

and in himself he feels w ill and power. At puberty that 

fower^ mysteriously increases in himself and in society,

and /

1. Vide, Padcliffe 1 n , op cit, jtp .384-5,



r.

and therefore we have initiation rites at that crucial 
■ Gs*J- atUflii.

period.,. 2hat power Is changedftaKpjDaturity, aa& shifted .

at marriage, at parenthood (and again there ara ritaa to

recognise this altering. This power of the- individual

which las® been, cited last, Is fundamgfcal. On tbe basis .

of it poser is projected into tbe whole w r^d, 'Sith$tt

itself society recognises the fores and conflict of .

centres of w ill, and interprets all phenomena In ter$s -

of it . And it is otajioi*! that a ll honran relationships ; .

ass heavily charged with ^motions which are the 3 SQrcd .

of mystic*! power. . .- ■ . . .   ̂ . i.. ■•. •-1*-

It la the ccrascioasaess of all fcbese patfesa : ^

anfl. the emotional reaction to them, Khich,, i.beliwre#..1 • '

stimulates the sens® of the -numinous. Profaasor - . •

. itta.ll. Edwards, after reriwLng various a^thsepd-s.v v-."

logical theories, concludes: *Religion.in its origin. M-- ::

i-.hyia seen to ba a «ense of! s®« and nystery i»-• the pres'siipe-

of tbs indefinable and 3A\ealcul&ble poser - suprai^-sicsl.

potfer - manifested in  things, persons and. events, tsg>i&er .

with the attendant effort pn man** part to adjust Wfflself-

negatively aad positive?/-, to that power, with a Tiew * o . -

satisfy it® certain fete n.ea<te.$f his life.® . ... I  ..a®* :i .-•

for the present* only coecacnea iitJ* the first part, of

+M-<? quotation: the presence of the iudafisahla and is- .....

calculable poser, (I take it that ^supraphysjrffal*.*> •* . ..

synonym fas ^supernatural® -) X would ia/nadiatgly stress ,.

that Edwards, whether by affldderjt qr design I  knois ndj .

has not said «un5Ettown«* power. livery society baliaves*

it toows what those suprapbpsiqal p<wisrs are, for i ^  ,

it believed them aftkncwabl  ̂ .. - *3jwsontrollahle or kh

unapproachable /

p*47»

, D.H* ®Sha Philosojfty of S«ligion,'«. (19&4)
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and therefore we hare initiation rites at that crucial 
c,^J- MSteA. '

period. That pews* IS chai^ed^aifjBatucity, and Shiffeed 

at marriage, at parenthood rand again there ace rites to 

recognise this altering, Ihis power of the individual 

which ij£» he^n sited last, Is fundamsjfcal. 0»  the 'basis 

of it power is projected, into the srixole world. Within. 

Itself society recognises tha force and conflict of .„• - 

eestres of will, and. interprets a ll phenomena In  tec^t : .. 

pf it . And It is  obalots that a ll human, relationships . 

sr& heavily charged with emotions which are the aource 

of mystical power, . . . .  - .. .,.r...~ •.

.... . It Is the consciousness- of all these - :

and l±®.emotlenaX reaction to,£h$m, Bfc.;xfor},I.,.fceMe7:e*r. • 

stimulates the seise of the numinous. Professor . • ,t..;.v■.. 

D . Edwards, after reviewing varlois. ahthropo-- . C i ■

logical theories, conaiude&j Religion Sn 1*5 cgcigju 5s„: 

thus seen to be a  sense of ssre and .mystery- in the jsfeseEois 

of the indefinable and incalculable power. Supra^ihysical., 

power — manifested io. things, persona and as?®**#' 

with the. attendant e£fo*t on matt's. part ,to. adjust: fefoaelf 

negatively, and. positively $o -that power.,, -witĥ  ayiew  . 

satisfyiflg certain- felt-needs#pf M s  life.*®.-., ..,1 , • . 

for the present, only concerned ^Lth the fiJpat ,par$.. o f . 

this quotation: the presence of the indefinable and in- > 

calculable p^wer, (I take it that "sugrapfty^icaiw is a 

synonym. for “supernatural* .*) 1  would iinmedia.'feê y stress - 

that Edwards, whether hy aooident -or dsisign I  Iqjow aio*. 

baa not said aunImown° power. Every society believes,

•it knows what those snpraphyslcal powers axe, for i-p .

•ft believed thea Tfflknowcble and uncontrollable or be

unapproachable /

-50-
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unapproachable , would it ever, attempt to cope with. tbem?

Jn the magical rite man appreciates and. uses'thase •

forces. $ha Melanesians know what maww is ; it Is tie

■supernatural. power of the gods* personal. power^ fame and

majesty.; authority, strength, competence, ability, Jfeg

Jfobth Americans Jnd Ians can define jrakan, jasnifcou, crania,

'Ifce 2k>s£h-£ssteim. Bantu have.no soeh general conceptions,

though the- Pondo, according tofMiss Hontsr,.be]ievajajl

a  neutral powefc, -X, which may be tapped for social df--
S .  ■ ■ :■■

arefci^ocial ends? . which is-joot vary: informative..

But. the Soxith-BasiBEjiBanttL recognise pcnraraf. that act >

.through heaven, thrfifagh, the .ancestors (aBatongo}>:sjisards

-(abatakati) , m&sitfiass: (iali^ai^fcJ^ aBgioa^SB^SBftces o,(

’(imiti), etc, , ' '  r \  ’

v Xq shat sense,, thanf -are tbeaa. poasrs recognised

«s supernatural.- indefinable,. Jjicalcmlabl^^-a^ogpdsad .

tQi.CefanitBj-mttopal polrars? This dlstSsseiAoa^ . f t h i ^ •

has given its .name’to tbs present .cba^feer, <tS \e>3̂ emelj', .

difficult to draw. lisyv-Brnhl, writes that ?>to the" „ '

primitive the mystic properties- of ’thiaigsr-srKi-bsiags ;

for® ah: inte&r&l part, of.theie ®eprsssa1?efeim,- J » . ..- 
S » . • ■ ■ .

iat that moment a  synthetifc Tfhola.’* • - •That is.; to-say, •

v i ■ ■>•:•• ■• everythin©;/ v
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1 . Ustainotraki mast be tracing ifc&grlng. ("Magic ® e i ^ e ,
' &  Heligion*, p.34.) that man clings to magje.

• Bwberever he has to-recognisefcheimpotepce --<#/hA5
Knowledge and of his rational technique.® Mftgie is,

■ to the-natives ,  also rational tecbninBte, though 
of a different order from science.

S . Hunter, KSS. "Medicine and Magic,” .

S .  t^7y-Brohl» op cit, pp.5S-9»
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everything has its natural and its mystical aspect said

these are not separated by primitive man. - nor, indeed.,

are .they separated by Bergson. Malinowski, onijths other

hand, maintains that the Jrobrianders, at any rate, draw

a clear§cut ^tifictiax : Bto M s  relation to nature and

dssjilrsf, whether.he tries tp exploit the finst or dodge

the ■'s.eoond,. primitive man recognises both the natural

and, the supernatural, forces and agencies, and he tries.

to s&a theij. bpth for his benefit.”  Ealinoisski's obsa -

nations in Melanesia may. ha?e. shorn that the natives of ..

that a m  sore ffroo. Baglai t*k£cienc% and. hack, again, <kflVScv,v§

■».i- clearly the distinction between, aaoh process*- •

But this is certainly , not true of the Soath-Sastern^ • v

Bantu, among wbon oagia and seisuce are 90 inextricably

-mixed up, .that one hesitates whether., £o say a l ^ i s  .........

natural, or, with I^y-Brubl, all. is sijperhatpraj^ . (JE- •

jshaii later -try .^--distinguish. reli£iop.from#agicv.|^ x v.

foij f îe present would ^ay .that the&a-Bantu cleanly .„..

recognise superior powers -they, jsupglicate and thank.)
jW»<Me ’ ’ ■

l a i t  pOTindftft to separate-the natifral. franth© 3uper-^

-aatursl? -A &olu .woman .plants seed, and keep? a  .certain;. t

loot- in- her -seed gourd a l t .the time ah® is sotrjng to • .

increase the productiveness. o£. her- f  jLelil*.. 'Shat, la. -;.
■ • • ‘ -' *i " • ■•. 

her opinion, stimulate® the growth of the crops - the .

seed itself, oaf the root-eharm? .1  think she. must. • .

Recognise that the crops ..grow from the seed, ifer the .

natives are careful in their aelectics of seed. , But does ...

she believe that the g.ourd has special powers? I cannot ~

help feeling tbat th» Bantu must distinguish between the

. way /

1 . Malinowkl, Science U Beiigion*, o,p clt»s|P^

Bryant,  Dictionarys op Git, "isi«-B?fan p*184.
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way in which the seed gives forth fruit and the wayf 

that fruit is increased by the eases of the root. The root 

contains a certain virtue which produces, not its 05m 

kind as the seed does, but another kind, not by being 

planted in the ground, wIm*©4the crops will spring, but 

only by beiSg carried with the seed. Surely even the . ■ - . 

most unsophisticated native would recognise -this difference* 

Or, to cite an aacawple- froto the' Srairakei, the natives , - !s' ;■

there beat a bull with a. shrab, isi-Betaaiojasi. -which
1 .

excites the fetal Vand smSss it soeK its sat-*?"' • IE® Shrub,- 

I  4nfer fi-cm a similar Zulu practice, is prickly^ irritates
■s. . . .  ■ ■

the boll and malces it  cover tlie ccw. - SMS, X take it , '

is a perfectly natural step to tja3ce. It-is s very' diff- ;-,.-.

erent practice where a girl, ^attaining fflarriagafcle'sge,

r.'^ds the- gate of the cattle-kraal witit ih& u-Bu&S clin&iHg: 
' ' 5 .  -''Vi.

plant- to sake' the cattle str&ng and fat; : ’ ’Bette is a  -r. ;

rite where some of ^he girl’s new po*ec aust be'ttjans- . . . .

ferred through the o-Buka to the cattle,• and 3T am certain

that f e  Eafirs most recognise the difference, X am' ....;

therefore tempted to say that the South-Eastern- Bantu

recogniSe'thS: dif f  er ence-betwgsn practical and magical '.

processes, thoogh they probably h&Ve not' elaborated any .

theories'how- these processes transfer power, or what -power -

is transferred

.. in Halinowsld.?s theory magic^is the attest t<*. .

control tt^r capricious forces of nature, to master, the

elements of chance and luck. This interpretation of

• the /

1 . Eropf, cj> cit, p .51. . .

•S.. Bryan*, Dictionary, op-cat, *ura Elwaai-mamba," p.863

S . Kropf, op cit, -pp^4-5. . '

4,  Malic owsfci, 3Magic, Science & Religion*, pp.27-34.



the function of magic a^pliss to mr area^ as tiie follow­

ing sigBificant paragraph from Junod, on Ithe problem 

of rain and the way the Thong a deal with it*, shows:

"il l  over the earth- tSvo nusstioa of rainfall is of 

primary importance, hut this is especially the esse in 

Subtropical Africa, even oSf'thaa anywhere else, Baitfl 

say not fall dOTing seven Booths, fro® April to October)-» 

-and nobody verelm- aiont it. But ±f it \Sfids -to- HaraUber 

ssS'-- sscest>̂ £1 .vi i .;/3 fcag£nitCag of the rainy season,

Uifir-' is a ‘treadfal i^fortone, a calamity “arim serious • 

any-e-th^s f&A< H£ej>£ every indtvi^uaI,‘'S2*& -... 

fcx .jasatljr -pf the, wteole -^e Is threateilgS.- Jte&tfle' - 

•w)U2‘ JWrgsa&Sy follow,#^ aasresls csji onlybe sown dor leg 

' ^sioao fcp<& «<KiS*S3 zsA S'aa±K<! sasm  -net, oo^^s-offaring' - - 

&PKr aJNfalS^ btifj ofteii>g«s.yi, te a  pr3initiv«f-triJ>e which . 

Sife’̂ dU&Uy Ignorant ©£' fcr-adi? "^th  outiying^coiintries,^1' - 

is&A'-ZG&i*-,ict possess'-H?w-*means>!-<fciSF&yaEee fsr-fdod- 

>*a6gbt £ii «ths® -:/o< trender> therefore* if the^ —

llhagination of <the Waubb. ii£ziisw native has invented .. - * 

ways -and means in oitd4i---%tt-'*eg5a$trM# the rainfall, 4? - - 

rites tod charts, sit the powers >5&isagic.-3»ve-/oee& *e- .. 

sorted to 'ritSi' lhw' vis?r of (kasnriif  ̂- the praciottf JE.ai». • 

to the tribei^t the fright time.®--’- Livingstone,^writing- 

ox^'th* saflie •’?tef>essity In tne drongJjt—threatened interior, 

aatWM^ates fralln^ffcl: *The native^ 'finding it icis.oma •. 

to ait m i  wait helplessly until 0-4/1 fjves thea rain' 

fK-oai Uteavon, entertain the more coEtfrur.ahle ides t&at ■ 

fchŝ  can hslp -theteselves by a variety &x preparations.® - 

.. .. - - - •• ■ •"• - - Society /

1 . Stood* Op cit, Vol. 4£* pp»292-3.

2 „ nivinjistone, J3. ’'Travels and Besearchas in 5outh
Africa4' , (Harsisvrortii Edition, 1905.) p.



Society inust rise superior to n&tttre — not rnitomm, tut 

capricious and incalculable.

£ "tiiink I  have now reached a stage in Say argu­

ment where I  can say that man, from M s  very nature, is 

conscious of certain powers, (which exist objectively 

and/or In His emotional reaction to them) -BorlciEg rotmd' 

ESMr In theory ̂ ese powars are vagus’ and infinite; '■< 

above a ll , they a  are' potentially ambivalent, capable of 

atorMng to his advantsg: or his detriment. For years 

rains fall steadily every spring, and the Shonga hoa and5 

plant theirgardeDsj then drought ceaes, beasts a r e ' " ' 

sacrificed, prayers raaited, the country is cleanSedi'- - - 

Aa miye^sal rotmd of aagico-religi^bs rittial begins!' . 

a round isiilctf the Ihonga must clearly distinfe'tifsh.'from 1 ; 

their ordered life of theprevious year; The £oB6es of - 

the-infinite have-turned-against them .SSifty.■s«B«fc-.,i*&fek  ̂

fear, awe, aubffii&sion, hate; they attempt, on S S ia  or- 

dalnsd by tradition, to supplioato and control-the powers

that give rain, ........  •

And hare I. return, iu a  me^sute, tcjthe point ' yr 

o* vies of Lavy-BnSal. I  think that wherever primitive , 

ttaw has-ai^ idea' of great forces acting r^und Mm fie 01 « 

conceives of that farce as supernatural. In aw Icing string 

freat vegetable //lire; in gmelt&ag iron ore; in. citing; ■= 

in selecting, on the Dasis of esperiefcos, fertile soilsj • 

he does not see that: one thing changes» tisrffSgh the action. 

0t  certain forces, into something else. To prSfcitlve nan 

thsre 4s no idea of farc>? in  the na^asal process: it .merely^ 

though Alsfays, happens this-, Bat as socaa as -3o»e special 

force j or poser, 3s f 6lt by him, he considers that force 

. ■ • . ■ • ih&b' /
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that power, as super natural, as e$trsrdlnaxy. It doss 

not just happen: there is a cause of misfortune be it 

ritual imparity, the work of a sorcorer or a» ancestor, 

or tho will of heaven; and special success results fi-ds 

the social use of those powers. Priaitire man, I  would 

■■say, apprehends infinity powers, and these ere all super~ 

natural - he apprehends thejj in that he experiences then,, 

and. is awed by them. .

Scs? that 1  have differentiated the supernatural 

from the natural on the grounds that the fcomer is an • 

oppression of powe*- felt by man, the latter merely a' ' 

thing that follows, ay next task is to analyse^ ttanfs  ' 

reaction, his emotional attitude, to the supernatural; ' ■ 

why, to return to the quotation from Mia2 1  Bdwarda, he 

mates as effort "to adjisst himself negatively and posit- , 

ivsly to that power, with a  view-to satisfying 'certain:l;?f7. 

felt needs of his life .5* .........=

The first prebiea is , what are ’“these Qeitajn'1 •, 

ffelt needs^® •? Primarily, I  “beHere, man wishes fo.feei 

at hose ia  the uni?erse* and this, I  would emphasis®, 3a . 

an emotional, as well as an intellectual, n&ed, gan 

mast feel that his role in creation is vastly important, . 

He may say, «3!hy Will he done, thy Kingdom hut

creation is that man nay ros-.lise Sod *s will, and God ; 

hasi to die for him. Kephistopheles’ ressiea of creation 

in Goethe '£ ®FanSt» is very sophisticated scepticism.* . 

Bren Schopenhauer had to loolt on himself as a *i«ce Ojt‘. ' 

the ”Will* turned back. on. itself j a aistake that could 

negate its creator toy contemplation. But generally, mas '

adopts /
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adopts scrna waltanschatmg Sw-sh. as that creation Is that 

ha may stride for a moral kingdom, tfoat ha may glory in 

battle t ill  he fights forager in ValMlIa, etc. The 

South-SEStarn. Bantu bad reserved for themselves a  prominent 

part in life , which was spoilt by the white stan’s appear-' 

sac©, ana the Hottentots, debased and despised by the • ; 

B&htu, culled themselves Kboi lOaoim, the men of asSv - 

The- 2vilu-Xosa believe that tfeJmltmli l̂u led the®. from a  - 

bed of reedSahd gave then everything -^ie ir-frfciiratsd the’ 

pteseni otder and gave them the amatongtf”, and doctors tar 

treating disease and diviner-s: he arranged -that an Itg&go 

should care a man it had Bade il l  i f  it --was- sacrificed to _
* - * * ' ■ ■ "

and JsadecL, and that the amatongff should make" inomt their' - 

wlshes-indreajna. The story of th<r chame.leonand death1 : 

shows tbat origlaally man TOS'inteSded to be iiraertalj v

s»d it  is through the fault of the chameleon -herertot- .
■ 3, ■ . ■ ■ ■■

of nan himself - that death can® Into the -world,- "'Above

all, - man dees not perish at death and continues hislife- ■ -. •

elseehere, so that the spirits of the dead' - os the ^faole J

beneficjfeiit - work tha unseen powers in maa1*  favour* ^ 1 «•.•'

■^^eiisteoee of e^il is e4?la±aaiS' a.ms' Isy beliefs^iin- >- .

atitrtialifaeffihi in rittial unclosnass,  etc. -■ :• ■ ■:. u

AJ1  man's-' other :a&eds arias from his desire to -

be at home in tile Universe. These nee&s^ Z have late# to

examine,and for the time being I  would only cite them ess

the need to feel that in his striving for aafcaftgjwnre he

cah control his environment} that his society, law and order,

abpnlfl be stable/ that be continues to ex:&t after death* >

that he himself is of value. The whole universe Is blotted

out /
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1 , Callaway, op cit, pp.5-6.
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out by nan's shadow and exists far him. Ha must feel Shat 

tbs supernatural powers are on bis side.

2be next problem that arises is how religion 

(and asagic) satisfy men's- seeds, i .e . the m&nnar of their 

working. Jastrafe maintains that "religion is too complex 

a phanomewjfco be accounted f jr by the growth and Spread 

of a single custom. Worship, of however primitive a  ~ 

character, is not the expression of a single thought, or 

a single emotion, but the product of thoughts So- complex*!

30 powerful, as to force an expression is. the same way

which. a  elver, swollen by stre&ss ocadjgg dorai the mcazvt-

aihs from different directions,  overflows its banks;* .......

This Is , I  would Say, only partially correct. To interpret . 

Jfi$trdWf$  own Simile differently, e ll  the streams tiarry (i . 

water. £11 the sources of religion and tnaglcr are senses • 

of powers at work in 'the universe,, though these soured' 

are themselves different. Religious and magic ritual acd’ 

belief is the attempt to use and interpret thispower la 

term? of social values. Society, la its desire to exist

in the universe, conscious as It  is of "this pewst, must̂ *
. - ‘ • . ■ . ■ . . - ii. 

conceive of the Infinite as something that can be used :by

the ■lggolg4ry for Its own ends. In other words the poweil -

of the *nttminou2a IS praaeht vaguely in the universe. ‘Be - .

have seen how scattered are. the sources of that power, > .

and that the power is potentially ambivalent. Ritual ijs

the negative process of protecting socisrtyagainst the ^

Etalev&lent manifestations of this power, and the positive

process of using that power to social ends by directing"

it to seme particular purpose or concentrating it in
. ’ . S . • . ■.

Some »Mng or person of social value. Society, in 1

short /  -
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1. Jastrtfw, M. "The Stusiy of BeHgion* (1901) p .185. 1 

* ’ i M ^ s ^ e % i ^ ouSsii^  the anti-social use «f thtfe-
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short, must tars these power-s to social account; it most 

persuade itself that thn powers of the unseen are 4a its 

side and that It can use those powers.

Before analysing the ritual processes which, use

the supernatural powera for Sfioial ends, I  wis.ll Briefly

to Set oat the persouijana things that are of social V-alus .

to society, A M , curiously, the socially valuable objects

which* are tiie street  of ritoal are also the dbjtf-rtj® wfctich,

es SfccsO. abcve, axe tfc* acorces of supernatural pCfter;

There is , in the first place, the World at large, which is

of sdcial value insofar as the tribe must establish, itself

within it, i .e . the beneficent aide Sf the tribe’s physical

environment ih which it gains its life and tuilds Its '7sam»,

Secondly, thd tribe itself, aa(i tJie aiaaller sooial grdtips ”
■■ . . - . 

giaw* It , are of iam&nse social value, and they are 'ritaalwe4.

Tradition and morality, especially, are of vital importance:

to society, and as Such eosa under the protective'dcaiE of

ceremonial. *In primitive conditions,  “ says Ualinowski, 7

a tradition. is of supreme value for the community and. uothiiag'-

aattera es ffioeWss tha conformity and'oeBServ&tifiiajot'itS' -

members.» ‘fhen t.*!® tudividual^tribeSmen are pf social

veins and are therefore surrounded through life- by ritual

a*ts- through birth, puberty,“marriage, disease and death,*

TTrta value depends on the' individual's social personality, '

and in. the South-Eastern Bantu tribes, the chief is  of

particularly great value. The umSl heads, too, have .this

grest value, and generally the social hierarchy, which is

Very marked among these tribe, is of value. Inother set

gf individuals tiho are g£ greai importance to the tribe is *

the magicians, diviners, leeches. At death, the individual,

so  far  from decreasing in value, increases. By-becoming. ,

- an /
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1. Malinowski, “Magic Science &  Religion®, op cit, p.39.
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an ancestral spirit ha gains power Tkffir be can use lo the 

interests of society, so that ths Mifccoemous powers of 

nature are aanipulated by persons friendly to the tribe, 

a fact which must give the group confidence in  itself.

Finally, food, fire, and various other economic and cultural 

necessities such m  th« horns, are things of social ralUB.

The necessity for,and methods of moralising 

cbjiysts of social has been brilliantly demonstrated by

EaAcliffe Brown. On the basis of ShmiiAn psychology* he . . .  

briefly sets out an hypothesis on which^to interpret csre- 

raonial customs and beliefs, ®(l) &  society depends fpr. its 

existence on the presence in the minds of its ®aa\>«pfs of s. • 

certain system of sentiments by which the aond«et o£ ..fcft® : - -•* 

individual Is regulated ia  cohforaity witii .the-ne0̂ s_.iof..,ti>®. . ‘ 

society,- 03} 2rery feature o£ Use social ayatea itself atod;. . 

every elfent or object that is  any way effects, tbq ifgll-beijg  ̂•., 

or the cohesion of the society becomes- an, .object, of^this -.: 

systea. of ?entisents. (3) In human society the sentiments, 

in  question are cot innate but axe developed in the individ­

ual hy the action of society -upoc Mm . (4)-The eerettontol-/ 

customs of a  society are a  means .by siiich. the ^entiffients in 

question are gi^en .collective expression OB apjccQsalafce. 

occasions. (5) The e.eremosi&l (i.e . the collective) «z$xe3sji 

of any sentiment serves both to maintain it at the .reguJSite 

degree of intensity in the. mind of the individual »»d "to 

transmit it from one generation to another.. Kithout^such . .

expression the sentiments imrolYed could not «scLat.».............

Hadcllffa Brown fs theory is that the task o f . 

r is to and strengthen these sentiments r for

ttos /

*
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1 . Rsdcliffe Brown, op cit, pp.SS8-40.



r

-61-

the social value of any object is expressed m  th® sentiment 

that centres in it . Part of the poww of the supernatural 

idiicJx is zaads to concentrate In those Ejects of social 

value, Js created by ’emotional eleototas in the social '

Sant iaents.

circular one, though Hoi tidmglat'Sly so.. ?ca*f ■Sftajen ' 

above, tike power of th* supernatural, arising in large 

measiire from tire social sentiments themselves, is-. 

good or qvil :(i*e« it  is neutral) and. by religion arid' . .. ’ : 

nagici social good is achieved. In  ritual tge afflbiv̂ l̂ ftt. 

pcwap is transformed aaa shifted to social scds'arnl’Veitl^}. y 

I f  I  may anticipate by way &f  example,  tha triompli ‘'ô --'̂ ie ; 

tribesmen, after a  bountiful harvest may disrupt tKe SeCi^tjr^ 

by Jealo*» strife aod jridej in  the first frtafe 

religious sacrament, this ebullience is ^Tstaallsed' in  differ­

ent ways and concentrated in the chief, tie a^&stors>; it®, 

tribe and the crops. "■,■<?■...

d&stSm tiw  'cstHM® xeOigioB asa magi6> and I  sshali'now-' ■ 

attempt to clarify thet -distinction* Bef&re analysing? tsfcat 

I  cQBSider to be the essential d i f f e r e d  between: the iS®B,

I  Shall bpiefly reaies a fe« of the enrrsait theories. . ' ; 

•Maii-rtrtiga'ifi defines ^within the domain of-the sacred, ®agie 4?

a  definite and, expected to follow later osaj religion as 

a body of self-contained acte being themselves the fulfill­

ment of their purpose," * i .e . the difference is that in

1 . *Hagic Science &  Heliglon8* op cit, p .81.

The ritual process Is therefore, in a, sensejj"'^-

B. ghe Processgg of BsUgjon aafl fegtaj I
Jn- tbe preceding paragraphs I  faave JsiaA.sa - ^tf

ait*. consisting of sets which are only:means to

the /
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the magical act the underlying idea aim is always

de a r , st*jaightfor*ard and definite, while in the religious

ceremony there is no purpose beyondijithe rite itself. The

native can always state the end of a  magical rite, but if

$heStioned about a religious ceremony he will say that it

As done because it is the usage cr bscaase it Is ordained

by north.. Set if  one aslss a  Xosa wfay he sacrifices a

beast when a relative Is ill , he will reply that it is to
• ' • • S .

appease ab  angered it?*igo. In nearly every sacrifice

the end is clearly before the officlcipt, and sacrifice is

sorely a religious act. Its bare existence is a contra^

diction to Malinowski>s theory to which, other objections. ̂

might also be raised. But two points of value do emerg&._:

from his analys&s. The first is that he is correct JLn say~

jag tfcst in all magical acts (begging;, for the t i ^  bi?i5g ,

the question of what is magic) the end is clearly before

the performer. And Secondly, Hqlinofpskl has attempted tQ:

distinguish between magic and religion from the poiht pf T :

v-te? nt the native. Oca has to ask, do the natives dratr

t.hs distinction? It is impossible for me to say,, oh tb# '

information available, whether the South-Eastern Bantu do.;

or do not;. But. as trill.be seen in the. t«Kt of the thesis

there are ti?o diatltiot classes of man -i/ho aot tospectively

as prj.ests and magicians, though the ohief becomes-higij— .

priest and chief magician of the tribe. Even he, however,

tends to delegate this last office to seme-one. Moreover,

different ceremonies are resorted to on different occasions

according to She causes ascribed for some misfortune, and/

. . . . some. /
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. . r .

-65-

SOB5 of these axe msigical, some religioas. So 1  think £ 

can safsly say that the Bantu do recognise a distinction i 

between the tvto approaches to the supernatural, though X i

doubt whether even '£h«lr wisest sen would define the cliff- i 

eraiice, I  think, therefore, that the anthropologist mast i 

base his tiutorles on the natives * classification, but that 

he say 4isfcit$Pisfc..iha two pssee&ges from his osa,. the i

objectively scientific(^oint of view. <

Eet us return for a moment to Fraser. £ras&: - 

conceived of mag la as a pseu&o-sclence,  barren and falsa, 

which, gretisded reliSioo. in nan1*  evolution. His analysis 

of their fractions 'is, however, also revealed in the follow­

ing citation: *it beeomes protoahie that aagic ; 

religion in the evolution of our rafee, arui t M t ’tdafi eSss^ed -.v 

to bend nature to wishes by the shaer force of spelSt : 

pTirt enchantments before he strove to coax and mollify a  - - 

coy, capricious, 'or irascible deity by the sof% iiraimafci'eo ; - 

af prayer 3 acrifice ô* Divorced froia its evolutionary 

context;, this distinction may ba valid. Magic is the attempt 

to control, Religion tries to mol&£y amd propitiate.

For most purposes, it sees® to s» , this distinction is salid 

enough. Btft :I  feel, in  the"firSt j&'aes, "that it doea sot 

go deep enough in its analysis, and secondly that the 

magician is made too dominating (spirits oay "ba iavofeeS 

bless tbs rite.) and the priest (for %s ,

may castigate his gods)*

I  believe a  more satisfactory soluticP. ean'be 

arrived at by distinguishing the two processes as they work 

within the officiant. Bare are t$o descriptions froa Juttod. 

First let as take the process by which the diviner "smells >

- out /

1 , eraser, J . *The Golden Bough* (Abridged Edition, 1029) 

S,5S. • ..
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out” a wisgrd. "Hie diviaae arrives, decked, with anrolets 

and a ll the 4sssigaa of bis power? In  M s  hands he carries 

M a  magical tall, £>y nay of a whip, and an assegaijj. &  

begins to dance, the crowd seated all  rowafc him, clapping 

their hands (wombsla),  ansi singing a chorus peoullafi to the 

occasion: ' '

^Sirashongana Sbalol Tamba •& y& teka, u ya ta'sa, ' i| 
msegooft,* '

^Beautiful dancer of splendid figte^ej Sesk for it , 
saak for it , diYiasr} *..

#Eb goes on dancing $ liice Sythia of old he falls sx&ti &■ "• • .

coalition of extreme excitement, eea-tesy, insptratioa. .

Ee bsan&shes^iis tail, dilutes M s  nostrils, inhal'SS ' -til#;'''"..

air on a ll -sides, as if  to smeU out the spot from whence ' 4

the evil influence has emanated, then -fca&fes to h±s hefels\i&'».

&  different direction, the assembly still clapping theis . ' 
1 . ' ' - " - 

•̂ Bnrtj! and singing.” . Bare, clearly, the whole1 process ;is- ! .

one of concentrating power in  the dlsrihar - he wear>& &Ss, : • J

powerful charms, dances and worlss MffiSelf up, - iS^e^oHipefC.-

by the crowd. their attention is eoncentratscT .on-ffi& 'k'

diviner. $& is the central figure of the perforoaBoev- ;

Th-fs is  a  speoifittjwagicfal jrocess. carried out *to .

discwer a Tiiatasd who has caused someone to fttH ill. 9he£

it is the ancestors -sfto hare sent the disease the- cure is

very different, A sacrifice mast be performed. "Eh* ; ; -'•• -

offering may consist of a han or an ornament like a "bracelet.

If it  is  a hen, ny mslnme will M i l  it in accordance leith ,

the ceremonial rite, take a few of the feathers of the (

necfc, which ha*e been soiled toj- the blood, put them to his

mouth, and spit on the®, making tsu (the blood of the

viefcisi thus mingles with the saliva of the priest), and-

say /

1 . Jtmpd, op Olt, Vol. 2 .  PP.5S9-SQ.
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say(bHl£.tmlels^ *You, gar gods* and you so and so, here Is

our mhaa&s (offering) 1 Bless this child, and maim hiB

Ilya and grow; staled him rich, so that when we visit him,

he may Se able to kill an 02 for us . . . . .  You are useless

you.gods; you ortl? give us trotiblej Fop, although we give

you offerings,, you do not listen, to is I We are deprived

of everything! Yon, so and so (naming the god* to whom.

the, offaring, mu?t be addressed in accordance with, tke

decree pronounced by the bones, i .e . the god who was

gtid )ghor Induced the other gods to coaie and do harm to the.

Tillage, by making, the child i l l ) ,  you are full of hatred]

Xon do not enrich m i  ■cnose who succeed, do so hy. the

heln of -their gpoal —- Bo* we have &ade you thisgiftj , .

Call your ancestors -so and so; ̂ eall alsp the gods of this

Sick boy^fatl*6£ i ..  * * . . . .  £0 coma here to the:slta£J :

■2st and distribute amongst yourselves our tcc, Cthe '
• ■ - •» / s ’ ■■ ,
Recording to your wisdom.* Ho?? this isAtypioal Religious

•a<?t. among the Bantu, ami though, ifcaser*s definition wSnlci . '

cover It  he still does not explain it , m . ooiapariiig th5?

sacrifice with the smelling-out of the wizard,.one patent

fact, it seems to ms.̂  emerges. And, that is that though

■-in-the sacrifice- the- priest stands out like the diviner*

; the ooneectration and interest of the Beople is not on ;

him9 .bu,t «a  the ancestorjf,the unseen* The priesi

..wgrJ&ng up powers to benefit society but they are a ii  out-

■sidfe..Mja .̂ . _ . .

I would start, therefore, with tha preliminary

observation that in the magical act, as the end is clearly
sS

before the magicianr_4s il l ic it  in the act, soAthe power

used /

^85-

1 . Junod, op cit, Vol. 2 .  p«S96. She brackets contain 
.Tunod's interpolations, ,
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implicit In the act. That is to say, the sagisal act uses 

the power -of the supernatural directly, through magician, 

rite, SjpeH or medicine. In the religious act, the power 

of the supernatural ^^transmitted indirectly through the . , 

offering tp social ends.

Before I  interpret these definitions more fully, 

it  n&ght he as- well if I  examined the phenomena of. possess— 

ion. And X do this %itla soma diffidence-. The. fact of 

possession is described by as being religions - ^.tha ■

possessing spirits among the Jbraga are spirits of deceased 

people. But the rites pf treatment, he says, are?-magical,

those whohave.been exorcised "often become recegjxLsed
' - ' .......................... ....  S,

Bagiciacs, claiiaing to possess supernatural. powK^;»*=f -

I think this is correct, When a spirit §sis,es.:a -peysdh-it- a

is the manifestation of an esrternalforeejand S^cfe*

j£ anything a  religious belief j thedlseaSe is'

with rites, spells a M  medicines which carry efficacy.-^ *:T|

within themselves# i,e._ they are -magical̂  - .̂ ubSequentljrV' ... -

the exorcised person .uses the power giVe&;him;:%:the.r.ps^^r

ing fpirit, and .the knowledge of ;cirugs fcis ^cpjRiser gives.

M a ,  in  a  magical process* A Zulu account ;of .--t̂ e.mfithbdr.=• A-

of cure adopted by a doctor possessed by spirits. (iiei ;ait .

umngoEia) is metre difficult to place. The1 curei-itself. was

magical — it . consisted in the recovery pf bags' of. me^iciae .

used for bewitching. But what of the struggle; .over . tirese

bags between the umngomafs spirits, assisted by the sncesfcors

of the afflicted, people, with the splrita pf the bewitching - 
S . ' .

person? X cannot help feeling, though the umngo®& . ,

. . apparently /

-66-

1. Ihese will be fully analysed in Chapter 7. ,

9 . Junod, oy cit, Yol»S* pp. 4.79 se%. It is a  pity that Junod
did not describe more fUHy the force of ^claiming to' .
possess -supernatural powers*"

S . Callaway, op cit, pp.S53. seq.



apparently does nothing due lag the struggle, t&at here we 

have a magical process in which the ytrmgomn uses ti-ia powers 

(i .e . his control over his possessing spirits) to conquer 

a  visard. The ancestors of the sick people are not invoked? 

it seems that either they interfere of their own accord or 

the uaangonia*a spirits ccanpeX them to. Callaway does not 

say shat the native telling the tale 1)6116763 to be tr.iie; 

if  It was tbe first that is true, this part of th& otjirs mas 

religious, if  the second, it m s magical. Incidentally, -the 

patient died.

Te return to the difference between magic and. 

religion, I  find It hinted at by Goldenweiser. Ihey are 

both distinguished, he says, by athe religious thrill,B. 

which is the subjective attitude toijth© supernatural- Bat 

*the magical situation may be contrasted with tha religlcms : 

one by- the element of constraint- involved, tha w iH  or ' 

power of the magician dominating the situation, whereas £n 

the religious setting the will of tha fisvotee is at best , 

but a will to believe, whereas t£\a will of the or :

divine personage becomes the dominant deterjsiiiaat 

bringing in its walce worship, snpplication, grayer and the 

like .*1 The shortcoming in Goldenwaiser rs analysis AS- 

that while he distinguishes the source of pose? and the 

concentration of w ill, lie fails to realise that jfellgiga 

and magic are processes^ by which the supernatural powers
y{*w~A~̂ -AwA  ' . ■

are involved and concentrated for social ends. It is

paltering to say that they are processes marked by the
being

religious thrill, with merely the will to doeinateReentred 

in one esse o£ the gods, in  the other in the magician.

Bivers, I  believe, set out clearly another

- essential /

1. Goldenweisar, op cit, p.347.
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essential side of religion and magic. By magic, he meant 

»a group of processes In which nan uses rites which depe~i 

for their efficacy on his om  power, or oa paftess believect 

to-he inherent In, or the attributes of, certain objects 

iuid processes which are used Id those rites1'; by religion,

»a group of processes, the efficacy of which depends on the 

will of sobs  higher power, some power w$aSe intervention . 

Is sought. by rites of supplication and propiatioa. Beligica :

power in the universe greater than that of man himself*®

The merits of Hirers’ definition are that he recognised 

that magic and religion are groups of processes (smd, I- • 

take it , "socia.1 processes5*'' and^seeoadly, that he re a lise ^  

that in the magical act the sfficacy of the process -dej«sai»- 

pa powers carried by some part of the act itself* 33iev?;-. • 

third merit, is that, in  distinguishing magic and religion, ■ ; 

he uses for both the criterion of where tfie supernatural •. . 

power lies. But £ha ought not to have said that the effir-; ' ' 

cacy of the religious process depends on the pT a, ■...... <

higher power. In. soms religious rites, such as part of. the.., 

marpiage ceremony,,, no question of the M i l ^ o f  a higher . 

paper arises, nor is a  belief in a power greater than that. .• 

of man essential, though It  is  true that in most religious 

ceramcaies, at acme t.lffla os -other, higher powers.are. :

involved* _ ........

Is it possible, they, to define magic sad religion,! 

haring reference both to the ends they achieve and the 

processes by which thsy do so? I  believe it can 1b.done 

on the following: 'l~tT»pg t Religion and its ceremonial. .

consists /

Bivers, «Hediclne, Magic, ana Religion.1* 
(19&7) p .4 , •• ..... x •• ,• ■ ■



consists essentially in a group of social, ideas and processes | 

in which the supernatural powers of -the universe are |

directed to some good of the society, so that these posers | 

indirectly concentrate in objects of social value; and I

the process of translating these posrers takes placje cut- . J 

side of the officiant or his rfefcnal procedure. Magic ]

and Its TltuSi, on the other hand, consist essentially Jin- j 

a group of social processes in which supernatural powers' | 

residing in a person, words f action or siabat&nce arevose& -.•■ ] 

far social purges e s /  the power being concentrated In. the , ] 

officiant,'Ms word* actions or substances, and radiating ■ - v  I 

thence to the desired end. .- J-.-J

•’ "  r • To illustrate these processes 1 wotfLd refer , v*J 

the two citations from Junod, When the diviner has 4is-- • 

covered that a  ma-nfs disease is due to the ‘wor30Jig &£'ja  v . 

wisard (no|i) heJ works up, within. fciasalfypQ'frV thaft' iSr:;-. J 

to discover that ncagl. AS v b  shall see, tlrase-processes 

’are social' because they are standardised throWh •the?sroeie1g/‘/ !.| 

ffe WorSs up the power, translates it, audit r a d i a t e s ' > _ 

him to the guilty person.'who is^delivered. tip W t h s  c'nief»..-. 

S ee^y  is re~5tabillsed5 the social valtiS of magical .

Mttoibfffe £5 -apparent.............- ' ' ”

‘ Bitft where an ancestor 3s causing a dlse'aSe the

priest does' not work: on this power within himself, £hs '  

Social process IS emphasised hecanse lie must behave 3a a'. . 

traditional way, but, as we shall see in a later relayed* - 

sections the poorer ia 'Working outside oS the priest to 

***-
they wh& remove the disease.„ Of course, the men do feel. . 

power working within them, for their relief after the • .

• .• • • performance/

1  l  au hot yet concerned with sorcery, Which, is Baglcal • 
practice designed to anti-social ends, {Vide Chapter 7,fc
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performance of tne .sacrifice is rary real. But here the 

officiant Is essentially a centre of jiower* rather than s. 

source of. power. . • ■ ■

It may--be thought that the definitions- of religion' 

ana magic which I  hava^given tend to be too tayatioal, but 

the processes can briefly be elaborated in this way. ^In a 

magical act the magician takes some substance eg special 

power and using it in a traditional rite produces- a certain- 

eta— the ■ptfffS® of the substance is largely the emotional 

attitude of the magician, and the people to ,it. Tiftsi: 

eaotiohai power it  is which a*eaily has effect. la. a.;rsli«.- 

feioua ceS'emoHy a large afflount of emotional poseris'already 

■pteteeht, and frequently it. is heightened in its. ’-intensity.?-; 

thei-e are also, of course, other powers,. bat. -thessare- .-. .-'.-•fr" 

•chiefly the affective side of sensation, as,- e.g. at the. 

h&rVeSt the Isense of the power of thg\ crops. i eaoticnml 

andothei* power IS present vaguely, and undefined^ socially

ambivalent: by the ceremboy. i t i s  used tosocialends ,:& b3  - •
■ ' ■ • ,■ - 1 .' 

translated s o  b s  to concentrate in  objects of sooial-Talne*

, . Hobart and Mauss were the fjrat anthropologists-

who accurately analysed the role of specialists in ritual 

and ceremonyf they even went so far "as to make .the.dxl&t^oea 

of these specialists a determining criterionin the tiSBt* ■ 

4r.gnTahi-ng of religion and magic from other- cultural a c u i t ­

ies. - in this section J  wish briefly to anticipate problems 

which will-become evident in the teSrt, • • ■ -' i>- - .-•

■ •. . ' • ' - ' ■ : . - The /

____________________ — -- — -------- — --;--■

1 . Qolden'weis^r (op cit, p.546, footnote 1 .)  points out that 
magic and religion become routine, conventionalised tech­
niques, so that "the original emotioa&l content .vanishes?' 
Marett ls quoted for his theory of "evaporated emotions a*. 
Marett, B.R. “The Threshold of Religion.®



Xtis priest among the South-E&starn Bantu occupies 

his position bjr virtue of his precedence in the social 

hierarchy, which is very strongly emphasised in this culture. 

The chief is priest at tribal ceremonies, the umzi head at 

ceremonies affecting the UHBi, the head of the family at 

familialsiacr-lflies, He has, then, a  special power, not 

Inherent in himself but allotted to him from Urth; he 

occupies his position on account of his relation to the 

ancestors and to his kiaamsn. ■■

The magicijflB among the -South-Baa-tera Bantu is . - 

very stoob of a specialist, is ire shall see la  tha body of 

the thesis, there are rain-docto~rs, doctors for stortts,, ; 

with hail and without hail; war doctors; diviners; magician* 

leeche^s j doctors who dsnl with birth 4tnd doctors, who drive - ; 

aTfay birds, and many other kinds in  addition. There are* - . 

however, certain rites and charms which can be practised; by ; 

ahyone who has fcaowledga of them. Thus midwivss know }\; 

Special birth, charms; the women use well-known fertilisers;. - 

travellers have charms. Bat generally *  specialist, is re­

quired. to carry out any magical act — the question airlsss - 

whether they do So by virtue of special knowledge or spscia^. 

power; -

As Stated above Schapera and Hiss. Sonter consider ■ • 

that tha Kxfltla and Pondo respectively »ere knowledge

of the substances tcjbe used (the materia of magic are. all 

important among the Southern Bantu) is sufficient. Thus ELss 

Hunter in her manuscript on Pondo ’•Medicine and Haglc*

3Sya that the Pondo believe, -as quoted, in a certain neutral 

power which is apparently tapped by using amayeaa (either 

medicines with therapeutic properties cv charms, the Pondo

-71-



making no distinction). ^Everyone who knows an iyesa can 

ê id doss tap x  directly, only aisag|£ra (doctors) and 

ajEBJOTele (herbalists) — being specialists izx amayesa — 

have greater powers of tapping it ."  Apparently these 

•greater powers* are obtained only from their ^greater 

knowledge1'. There is a good deal to be said for this can- 

elusion, but as against it I  would cite Junod1*  reference 

to tbe special supernatural powers of the exorcised and. the 

fact that the magician continually invokes his ancestors • 

to strengthen his medioines, which, as there is a tendency 

for the craft of tbe inyanga to be hereditary, would indi­

cate that lie and only he can practise the craft.. lforeov€r>-- 

the greater the social importance of the magic the, greater. 

is the tendency of the craft to be hereditary. As against 

this is must be admitted that sbere a person who does noli 

inherit the magical art becomes anfinyanga his Bain adu- j 

cation consists only in learning; but he has also to 'ondergo 

a  ritual process of initiation. In. certain magical rites, 

moreover, such as rain*doctoring, the inyanga oust observe 

certain rules. And finally, there are many accounts of - 

iainyaDga testing their skill against other doctors .to. sfee 

if  they are *  proper doctors* who have the right to practise* 

1  that these contests ore a ̂ trial  ̂of fcawf and khowledg

not of knowledge alone. I  shall 'tfees-efore leaigMtfiis 

problem here, and try to answer it at tho-cenfflwilari of tbe- 

nest chapter.
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RSLlOlOy AUD MAGIC TIT TffKTH 

PRACTICAL WOBKTHfl T

A . fo Social and Individual idfc,: . . v,

fiV Blrtft „ . , ....

(a) Before Gcnee^t!^ yajJtolBg__pg»B«B,p»rr :.....•/••

Bantu rejoice if they iiave mans' children, as” - 

they do la large neida of cattle. Bvery girl is raised 

with tha ideal of motherhood before her} her lot in  U fa  is 

to bring forth children to perpetrate another lifie, Iferrett- 

esS is a sore affliction. With Bantu ~#omen, says Soga?'' 

•’procreation is not only a divine institution, bat also a

natural obligation. 8 *A large family, 8 in the- wo^ds'df/'.'
. . ■ ■■ ■ 8 . 

Haedouald, *is regarded as a mark of special h o n o u r ^

The close connection. of mother with tehlldt is -

socially recognised, as is shorn by tha fact that among

the Zulu, though tha child becomes a member of the father

clai>, the womb of a female (isJ~2dle) naans also the. otigltt ;

of a pefiscn, i .e .  his tribal name or that of his clah^~ -
.■■ ■ ., . ■ ■ . ■••.■..■ ■■. . jts ■ ,■ .■ ......■, ■ .....■■
and as every girl is considered as upch^a potential mother <

as an individual, she has tbroagiKHst her life -fro tfbaesvsV 

certain taboos lest her' future children be ill affectod,

Thiase taboos are chiefly ,ffood. In the femfae and KaputJ^O ...'. 

cl&ns of the Thonga a girl (from the text T infer that ihls * 

applies throughout her life , though Junod does say their, 

■concern girls befora child-bearing and: cease after q 

itloa®, without saying if  they apply to the first gestation 

' ' " ' ' •■ . . or.y.

op cit, p.389.

2 .  Macdonald. J. "Manners, Customs, -Superstitions and . ■
Beligions of So«th African Tribes®, J .A .I . (1690 &  ’91)
Vola. 19 &  SO} at Vol. 19, p.367.

S . Bryant, "DiotiopaJSy", op cit, p.721. ■

»• '



or not) mast sot eat' pork, because pigs fioot nervously

with their nosasj her child would also move its head fso®

side to -side, whon on the verge of birth thus «aiHng-

delivery difficult. The here is taboo as £00 canning,

the nhlengane antelope because. tiiey have an ids*. that its

leg is hollow and, that it perceives sound through it ; the

child “would be unable to heafi with its^ears, only with its

handa 1” Apparently only married women heed abstain from

tha stisopfu pasts of oxen's bowels, which *would spoil the

child inside.;9 frost monkey and porcupine fleshiest their

offspring resemble thss« animals j asa fsoai eggs, for .£«ar

that either the child would be bald or run about like a,.
- r  l .  . ■ ■ ■' 
hen, TBalrfng parturition difficult. -Amnpg the 2ulu the

-tuinsos
idea against ?hich these axe directed, is called .

ulufuza, ths "supposed jiaculiarity possessed fey certain- ■ 

animals of passing on their physical characteristics to 

human beings whose mothers might have eaten vhsm, that is 

to say, a girl who might eat a  guinea-fowl would re^oduce - 

children with a Xong flat head, one mho m^ght eat a  hare . ■■? 

would have long-eaTed children, one j&o  might eat sjs wallow- 

would have children who couldn't even make a decent nest*
. . .  £ „  ■ w • .
i .e . hut f<jr themselves," Other animals st^cb, girls... 

should not eat for this reason are the iBoyi C^rey-backed
3 .' ■ ■ ■

bush warbler) lest the children have scraggy Isgs; the

brain of a  bcaft-fowl, which would ha^-e the isame effects.
. , . ... . . . 4. ■
as the brain of a gninaa-fowl; the koodoo, for reasons

unspecified /

1 . ifunod, op eit> Vol. 1 . pp’,183 seq.

S . Bryant, Diet, op' cit, p .162.

5 .  Bryant, Diet, dp cit, y.50,

4 ,  Ibid, ubuCopo, p .80.
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unspecified; the reed-buck. which might give the ghife 
8 .

ug3y blue eye3} the loner U p  of a bullock* lest the

child s^nld hare trembling lips; idck-rabbits, against

long^fro&t teethj pigs, lest the child be as ugly -aS & '

pig. loung men as well as girls abstain froffl the flesh

of a  wow which has died after producing a still-born calf "■

(probably from fear of the- seme thing happen? jg  to their .

children)., and £pom elephant: meat, the girls especially . '

dreading shat they Hill give birth, not to children ressa*
5* . . - ! . ■  

bling an elephant,. but to an elephant itself, 1 Frois-a-

sim ilar foac KoSe; girls do net eat marrow or‘ the 'fleSfh. -

or rowls. l . ' • • ■• ;. ...

- Gtopter 8 ’of^l this tbesis will ba asrbfeod to.^a . '

ruHanslyais of the kinds and ffaagtlggs ofte.tfoo,- a o & l  ;

pronose here merely to sat out what X tato to bs- the gehetal

principles eh which tabioo is based. --34» firatpoiat’tfc . v!

be. settled is what Mud of power is believed, to radial® '

from these animals so-as to render their' flesh obxiotts-*.'

And here 1  must refer to a law of primitive thought that- is

fnMamental ic  many aagical rites* vis.

has named the law of pajtticipafciore „ - According

•Ri-riht primitive; maJte ■<**■*& is very different frODr dir£li*ed '

man’s mind.- ®The-former is not- presenter, aS we are, with •••

.. , a natijral /  ....

IV- Ibid, umQ&ara, p .l?l. Wanger, The Collector, ffoiU&l

S . -Bryant, ibid, inTlanga, p.634.

5 . Farrer, J.A^ "Suloland1 and the Xulns», (1897),
Callaway, “Nursery Tales of the Zolas", p.283.

4 '  The Collector (1911), op cit, No.154.

5. Callaway# ^Hur-sery Tales®, op cit, p«SSl.

s. Ibid, p.SBO. Dudley Kidd la ^Savage Childhood" (1906) 
b 8 gives"other taboos, hut I  am reluctant -to quote him 
ss he does hot specify his tribes &  much of his infontt- 
atioxi is second-hand.. .

-7 6 -
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a  n a tu ra l w orld  bil»i|$ os a fraiueworit of cause and effect.

*Ihe natural world be lives in presenfc^itself in qnits 

 another aspect to- him. a n  its objects and all its entit­

ies are involved In a systest of ays tic particlpations^and 

exclusions; it is these which constitute its Cohesion' *»«<! 

its order. They therefo?s will attract his attention first 

of all, a M  they ifcloce will retain it . I f  a phenomenon 

interests M » ,  aM  he does mot confine hins^i^ to a merely 

passive perception of it without' reaction of -any ItiUid, he 

will immediately conjure tfp, as by a kind of mental reflex*.

an occult snd invisible posjer of which this j&ienoEensnls. - 
„ 1 . .

-a manifestation. 1  think that kOTy~Brabl, ■ In.-malting -

"primitive ipan thus Conjure up ocs&lt powers manifesting

themselves in  phenomena, ■malces* hl» far Bare- intelligent'‘

he Is . But "the first part of the quotation Suggests- -

what primitive man does dot he experiences Che etfotionS .«

heattacheS to- a  sensation as anessential jarfe'of i?h# •

sensation, and He falls to distinguish the various eaiikeS , <

of emotions, so that he tends-to fionfuse, siio^ all,v ;Y

the part -£ilhthe whole and the whole wioh a pa^fe* -'Wet- .

to hist thft %hol» of any being 3s dispersed ia^erery part, ^

and the properties of «ach part attach to the whole, *•

-Tbm he aay fee nauseated or terrified.’ fcy the ugliness of

art animal; then e-«a?jr part of that anltaal  tan transmit

that ugliness tV him. And similarly, if  it  is one -part cfi*

the °»*mnT that affect* him, the whole (i .e . each and
. X, t . ■ , .. .

every part)can affect Mm .

I  take-it that the power of tOufuSa possessed 

toy these Is extraordinary, since not all antaals

have /

£

*- v u
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have these taboos attached to them. Xt is impossible to 

say why these particular creatures are singled out unless 

ons -sere to conduct research on the spot. But the evil 

power radiating front the® has to be guarded against, aid 

the taboo does this, SSno&.the taboo Is directed against 

pcser 'rchich acts directly through a  substance it. is a • 

magical taboo, which might.be defined as an abstinence to 

prevent supernatural powers, porting directly through . 

jarsoas and. things, from effedtiBg^nti-<social ends-*-

^edlcinss, In  this- particular Instance, eca^d . ■ 

apparently circumvent the danger, Xt is ouriots to.nqte^, 

for example, that the 3ulu men behave in. exactly the oppos­

ite way to the women, and take a aeothful of the flesh cf '; 

animals generally not eaten (as -the- pea?cupine) so as to u \

guard against haring children with -any resemblance,to thoss 
1 . / 

anlaais. X hare, though Lavy-Bruhl would not ^scb,

difficulty in accepting these contradictory practices 

correctly recorded. But elefceSela, in its .priasary. .meanipgj- 

is to "fortify oneself ;«gadnsfc ^vil by. eating..medicinal ■)/ ’■ 

charms,® and tM ;? custom o£;ths.#en is citeit by Bry^htaa ■>-? 

an example of elekssela. 1  was therefor^, on;first, reading- 

it , tempted to assume. that; the flesh was;first z&edicated, •? 

Since then I  have noticed that, awarding to Sidd, the 

d<jctca» gives -jjcffieh medicated porcupine flesh to eat, free­

ing them, from the danger of passing the animal®* Ugliness 

TOit* . 
on to Bst future children. ................

The SuXu taboo on the women eating, of the fat of 

the eland falls into a different category. Originally, 

according to Delergorgue,; anyone eating of it would loae

loia J

-77-

1 . Bryant, Diet, op cit* *elekesela*, p .128.

a , Kidd, *Savage Childhood*, op cit, p.8 .
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bis or her power of procreation. Ihen, apparently /men 

were allowed to eat it , and it was taboo only to girls 03? 

young married women. later stilly it became taboo because 

it is "supposed to be used by abatakati to causa siakigg , 

of the fontanel with hydrocephalus in their children,3' ;

Sere the basic idea at the root of the taboo has changed 

froze a sear of sterilisation to a fear of the abatakati . - 

(wisards?. How, it seems, the idea wouLS he that slase. . 

the abatakati use the fat, the power of causing hydro* '-.  ̂

oephaius "has come to be believed to reside in the suha-henca \ 

itself, and -nof in the'wiaardrs evil iirtention. ^he tabdo 

is therefore a  precaution against foe substance;* not tfce^ 

wizard. - ; ■.

Women have to observe other taboos besides those .. 

on food. For example, a 2ulu. utornan, according to ̂ Delergorgttej 

•would refuse to let her husband come near her i f  his ifing- 

ers had touched a  boa—python, crocodile or hyaena.

The- reason for this taboo is , l^suggest, lest the qualities (j 

of the animal or -reptile be communicated through ‘the ffian ,, • 

to his wife, and thence to her embryo or future children.*, .

- • - - i, woman should not laugh, at a  deformed person.
. . •. \ . -.A....,-

for if  dcfes her child may be deformed too. This- - ,

I  take to be a ritual or religious sanction, enjoining

decent behaviour in conformity with the standards of the

. • - • .............................. siseiety t

i ; - Bird, op cit, Vol. 2 , p.474. Colenso, *Sulu~Engllsb 
Dictionary11,  p.^16. • ,

S . Bryant, Diet., op cit^ *iMj>ofu*, p.393. .

S* Bird, op cit, Tea. S .  p.474.

4. Krige, op cit, p.8®4.



r

society, for, writes Soga of the Xosa, good tsst*[doesfc

not permit the ridiculing of physical infirmities. *

i .e . If  a  woman should behave in this way, Some poser, it

ma?' he a£ the spirits or merely undefined, will punish. Her.

Before I  pass on to tbs observances of pregnancy, .

I  wSSfli to deal with sterility guri its cure. The only- ’

referefifce in the Suln^Xosa literature to t M  manner in liiiieft.

a  child is‘ created. tbatljl know is in Bryast, flfco Trsitess

■Whareas the fabled tntultmlnilu is credited by the -Sultt "  .

with having created the ,flest huraan pair, all'subse^uent

reproductions of the apaciss (i .e . inthe wombs of the- ,

mothers) is regarded rather as the work of the anesStra3, -'

spirits; of wb&m it is said, . . . . . i * . .  tbsy canmake sf-'
. 2 . 1‘ " 

mafe {is tbe dark) without seeing MfflJ *  According Hie '.■""V

Kidd, the affiatongif’ grant fertility or sterility, *ma 'favsRaf.: -
. . . . .

tbe course of gastation. TbS Thonga also find it  evidejit 1 
. 4 , . .

that children are given by the gods. It is therefore ' • /
’ fT«.«hrs .‘ ‘ ■ •

logical tbat a sacrifice to the-gcSS ahoold be^of^rSd^to . n

remove-the curse, and thiS Us ctohe'T  ̂'tfee Ewnga.; h '

is killed, and'from it a ‘'carmeh.t'2§ made fbr'th^Sterilr..-.Y?
5. , ..

wotean who also wears the’gall-bladder in  her hair, - The : v 

Sula offe* up sacrifice for abarren woman,' since' ‘ifce c' 

ancestors have tha je=sr to catse tbe-birth of children;: . ^

• - ' ■ - • • . . • . Soga does*-'/'-.

1 . Soga, “Aaa-Sosa0, op cit, p.895. ' ^

2 .  Bryant, Diet, op cit, *isiTnta*, p.666.

3 .  Kidd, "Savage Childhood*, op cit, p. 8 . ' -

4 . Junod. Toli 1 . p*190. He always refers to the ancestral, 
spirits as gods* .,

5 . .Junod, op cit. Vol. 1 . p.190.

6 . Krige, op cit, p.S16j citingtin chief,Callaway.
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Sega does aot mention a sacrifice to care sterility aooog

tha Kosb., but since Macdonald ascrlies sterility to the 
2 .

ancestors it is probable that sacrifice was made in  th&sa

circnmstancss, X ?r®atme that, in all the. tribes,gtha . '-. '

offering was to the father's ancestors. Sacrifice is here,

as everywhere in ritaal, a religious process in which power

outside of the officiant, the of Cering. or the prayer* i.e .

the power of the ancestors, i»  invoked foe social ends*'

Moreover, the gathering at ths sacrifice, and the cosmuaai 
it

steal which ftillo®S ora, iiwolve the translation ,9f  spgeti-; ;. 

natural posrer. The pones of thfe ancestors who can 

withhold their bless lag, the intense emotions- of ;thf:,̂ oaatt; 

for vrhoia thssserifice Is made* and the enuJtionalcofccen- : 

tration of these present are the $ corees of r this .pqssr'* \k -:̂  ' 

The sacrifice is a  catharsis for the ■eroaan: her doubt? «•#»'.- ; ' | 

relieved In so .far *s that is possible, «b£ she i»

6y the power of the Sweaters awl:.of Jier fellows ~ .-ap-S/isa. 

of social- value ami the social sentiaeniat abcnithgrjs*©, 

reinforced, I .e . nejf power is concenta-afced la  hear* 

more,' since the Ssajjlfic® is to tfea-ancestors ^a .all 't^v ,.; V,'  ̂

people present are centreing tfcei® interest in these 

ti» farmer 's etaotioaalpower is  crystallised to .concentrate 

in the ancestors, ^io wothar social -seine. Then the . . .3 

priest, the head of the faaUy, gains prestige, :fc» ''"j

descendants are made to realise that they are dependant ;  -i 

on itia good offices. Aod fina.ll? the medium of sacrifice, . j 

13ae goal? or ox, has further established its social Value. "j 

. °But|E lil addition to the religions rite ,B.aayS .,j 

Janod, *nfitive doctors have many drvgs *0  militate against' >| 

' ' ‘ ' ' this /  ".]

**80“

1 , Soga, "Affla-Xdsa*, op cit, p.S87. 

S* Kacdonald, op cit, Vol. SO. p.S76.
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l .
this miaforttdae.® Bryant lias shown -that the 3ulu have

aany medicin&a for iapoteno? and barreness, and these
' ' ' ' ' ■ 3 . '

apparently are thought to have att objactive effect.

A Xcsa woman who.ds barren resorts to *a diviner .{ixaicaSaBa}

of the oknq.ubnl& (&as&4er3 variety;" he prescribe a  remedy

of-roots groand sad mixed, with wfctar to a  paste. The -«onum-
■ ■ ■ ■ - • ■ ■ ■■ '*35... ■ ■■ ..

ms t  -alsso cook a. cate at millet and eat it tsa her osro. •■■=■ .;••

Here ire hare. a& instance <*§ere it is lalso&t impossible . .

to distinguish, the processes whetfe the drugs used convsy '

aypetnataral powexa from those where they a-renattitsl.

Apparently the.natives tiisisselves make no distinction, for, ,

as qwted. on the Pondo from Miss Bonter, they make no . -■

■distinction between a medicine with thssrapetrbic properties

-and ft,-chara,«.a,,.AlX the treatment, of sterility I  would vZuss. i

«s  aagical, and not medical. , --

.. _ , She Suluj at least, have ntedicines connected with .

birth and used to other eoda. Stas* if  &  child of partl«uXear >

sex. is  desired, the wife, before coition, drinks a  decoction, J

of orange JLily {glcri,osa viriscens) which, has sojBsroots-.

the shape of the Bale organ and some lilte the female. She

•ases the roots shaped like the organ of the sex she wished

her child to be. A  woman who hitherto has only borne

female children. tafees medicine of iliHlanv^, a shrub#

■ (apparently the same as the above) to procure raale offspring*

” . 2b£t i a / . V

■■1 . Jnhod, op cit,  Vol. 1 « p .190.

8 ,  Bryant, A .I .  aSttln Medicine aad Medicine H&i®, (Vol. 3 .  s 
"' Pt. 1 . of JTatal Government KGSq w , ISOsfpp^SS.seq.,!

S . Soga', *lma.~Xosa*, op oit, pp.2S7-e. • 

'4i, Bryant, .Zulu. Kediciae*V«p cit, p.57. 

5 .  Sryant, EUct. op cit, p.S40.

. .
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Ibis is magic on. the principle »lil£6 maV?a. llks*.

Another Suitt belief affecting children in the

pre-cotyjeptual st&ge, is that the Suiu mother is able,

by dreams whan she 3a shout to ceet<jai?©s to foretell the -

sex. of her child« ^Should she about this tiae dream of a

green or bL^cfc si^ko, or a 'buffalo, etc., she will conceive '

a inal« child* b u t if  she dreams of a xroff-adderfc that she

i# scossiag a fn llr iv e r , etc., she willconoel'r® a. female f 
1 .

child.*-'" . It is a  pity that -Bryant did not elaborate.this

belief , htttlt  seems from the desoriptlonthat it Ss.tke:.......

dream that determines the embryofs s«s# jjossibl# ths'jdsem 

3iS'®ent by the ancestors who safe* tfce child so as to fix ‘ 

the sex, i .e .  it is a  manifestation o£ ar gz*ers.vil poser,•- 

not -aviite ,a divine revelaticst. Bids, or course,i» the' ' 

iftter-pretation that Levy-BrtihX swild pjb on £tf for aeGtB*di 

Jug ta bis, the dre&m is r-sality, to tire pr-iiiifclw bcIM^bs

mash-as waMng Hf« : 3s » safe.-carries %ba power of making-raaj.
■ S . .

•jjfiiat Jfc.presents.. ■• .. - '

, -• . -.-.Ihe nest set of. mKtoms $0 ‘be cortsdde*ed afca'those 

^pregnancy itself, A  Ehanga practice dtzring awaaan’S'- v-"" 

first pregnancy Illustrates thediffieulty. of«eparating . 

natural f*onr«up*rn&tur&l. Shea the hreasts- begih fcafestfell,:--' 

the physician makes small incisions near tbs -bsssst- bM ' o&t - . 

the Xeg$» She pr&gnant woman also drinks a decoctioa^to 

remove the blood* because the Ihonga think that as th4 

menses are suspended the blood must socomalate ia the Ibbdy, 

Tft^. I  class ss &  n&taral treatment, though it  is bssett on 

erroneous beliefs, and I  place the following dbsejrw&aoes - 

in the same category: a pregnant ttomp jttjs.t not. drink *?afeer. 

when standing up-. She must fcnael. 4o»n, otherwise the 'fratetv 

, «ould /<

1 , Ibid, "Pupa", p.518. (g) livy-§ruhl, "primitive Jlentell'fif 
op cit3 pp.37. seq.
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would fall violewtjy on the head of the child and hurt it.

She must fcesp hep belly and shoulderii bare, lest the

child, he horn with membranes on its  head; she mist not

take the sauce of her porridge too hot, for that© would lie

a  chance of the baby being scalded and having black spots

when bora. It is more difficult to classify a taboo

agitinst bar eating pigeons, which, since they' have ho

blood in their breast muscles, would cause her to hare nc

ml He; this supposed vffect is an example of what Six fames 
. . . .  . . ■ ■ ' 

Eraser calls homoeopathic or imitative magic X incline - -

to dotibt Tfhethsr the Thonga would regard it as a  natural

process. The pregnant Woman most not even look at a  monkey, .

lei it ihe^take to herself8 (tekeXa) its form and the child.
. @» . . • . . .... ■ 

be like I t ; Here again, on the information available, i t ■■■■

is virtually Impossible to classify this -taboo, ~but I  think

it -is also £ magical precsattion. The taboo on preparing ,

the ntehe (the skin in wfiioh the baby Is carried on its -

Mother's 'back) before the birth-, £s explained as existing

because Wno one fijiow# -Bhat will'happen. “The child might

die I* On the Surface there is no causal relation heco, -\\\

but pex&tps the fear Is of tempting providence.

- ■Pregnancy*, according to Jonod, ®is not considered. \

as a tabooed period,* and sexual relations are even enccrar-

aged as favourable to the pregnancy. But I  think there

ttfust ~be some idea among the telhonga that the woman is in

a state which, threatens danger, because of the new forces

at work inside her, for *a wooan, in tbs beginning of

pregnancy /

1. Junod, op cit, Vol. 1 . pp.190-1- (S) Eraser, op cit, p.22

S . Junod, loc cit. " ' W ) Junod, op cit, Vol.l
p,191 .

■ f t
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pregnancy, must not visit a  sick person. The latter might 

die,11 This ̂ conception -is more developed among the Sulu, 

Bariiig^ pregnancy the •Zulu. woman most -he very 

careful, ioc there ase many dangers which. threaten her un­

born child, a  class of these dangers 4s the -tnrftr^^ 

arising from the tracts of certain animals, such as- t h s i . 

aland.- If the expectant mother passes over these tracks 

the child will he aflflicted by a  sinking'of the fontanel,

Ja: a  .prophylactic against this disea*" the woman- sears a  -.
. - . ■ g v •• 

charm, of the tokonflo plant about her-tinkle. I  think that 

this plantis a charm -and not *  therapeutic medicine,. i » . . 

the eyes of .the Suluj it  is  probably believed .by apeciaX.;

powers inherent Initaelf to .counteract evil influences, - ̂  - : : 
' animals ■ • ' • : ;

radiating from certain/against the. child,. Now the. SSultt; •. - 3

probably, as I  have stated before, make no distinction - ;

between natural and supernatural forces.as such, but -X • -i

think they must recognise the influence exerted by these

animals as extraordinary. They h*re» by the lav of part- j

ioipations,  invest the tracks with the properties of the ■> ]

animal. The idea, that those forces are extraordinary, i s .. .. j

in a  aeasure. validated by the fact that when a woman- becoaef.

pregnant she is immediately, treated by the doctor and- takes "j

medicines t in  two or three months after, delivery, tocounter-j

act evil influences; by that time the child is, strong efrmign t 3# .- j
Jo resist of itself,. . •, . . .

There are a few indications that the Zulu woman.? -J

■nhen pregnant, is in a marginal state; she must cover her 1

. abdomen / •  . .1

r. -Ibid, pp.191, 187-S.

S . Bryant, Diet, op cit, *umkondo*, p.S15„

3 , Tngp, H,C, eHotes on Some Puberty and other Customs of 
the Natives of Hatal and 2alulandB,  Man, Tol, S . 1907, 
Ho; 75, at p.119,
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abdonen and br&_asts from aright with, the ii^cayi ganoest,

which she substitutes for her usual dress, ’  jn the '

Nongoma District of Northern Zululand she wore a 16ng ■ '
. ■ . S .

karcss, cohering her from head to feet. Bat clearer- ' 1

evidence is afforded by precautions the husband m at taie,

33ns ©Ten a dootor "whose occupation it Js to enable Ot&ers

to cross deep rivers* will be guiekly carried away- if  he':
3 .

. goes into the water while his wife1 is pregnant; • ■ • ' . v- 
■ . . ■ 4 , -g* . .. • . . - .
Callaway and Kidd (I think after Callaway) -wilte that - 

, .
"it  is  not liksd”  that a newly atatrtJUfll man should go out-" ! 

with the army. According to Kid.-'., this is till after the 

birth of their first child* to keep the faritily alire> 'asct . 

"because men -who are jtist married are sUppos&d-t’ob e  tendafc* 

hearted, and therefor© a  hindrance to the army," but Galliway^ 

says It is because "the enemy quickly stabs tfee-Bsâ  who )®^ 

made his bride cover her head,® i .e . Just tfariied* Tnts ' 

suggests that the Ban is more open to danger* and it iayv -w 

wfelijbe hfecauSe it 3S assumed that his wife has just eon- 

eeived.

The fact that the TOman is dangerous condition 

•has bean:"'clearly shewn by Kiss Boater, wfa® w»£eit eaec®. the y 

PondO. The Pondo hare a  conception of umlasa, ceremonial 

iftpority, a woman 3s in this state while she is pregnant* 

She nmiagp lasts from the time of conception till the beer- , 

drinking which takes place ten days after the birth, tha

- - washing 4

i ;  Bryant, Diet, op cit, (2) Griffiths, 3, MSS.(July)
Offeava*. *inftcayi*• 5. " ~ogcaya", Kingcayi,,> p .174

Callaway, "Haligioas Sys­
tems*, op cit,p«445 .

5 , Kidd, D . aThq Essential Kafir” , (1985) pp,306-7.

S . Callaway, "Haligioas Sys- (4) Ibid, pp,44B-3. 
tens*, op cit, p.445.



washing of the items and tha cooing eat of the hut. It Is

a disputed question, say® Kiss Hunter, whether uzslasa is -

dangerous to *  .suffers*. it -Harks upon the outside world,

affecting the cattle. (& pregnant woEan is the only one of •

these In a  stats 4£ xaslasa iriio can drink BilK*} It also •

negatives the Value of medicinejaggravates jiain; ia dan-;- -

gercus to aiok people; to afealcweta (Circuinoisea boys-5' 1mt

not girls -at inionjaiiej makes- warriors and their weapons ; ~

soft. k- pregnant -woman nust-aroid a1 1  men save her husband-.

Soofc does not mention any Such, conception among the BojKya&a*--

agj Saga aTnong the XoSa, and Kropf doss not- give tha- wapi-'* -

'*uml&S6® ln his dictionary. Macdonald wr ites that *&iir$hg;

pregnancy there is a certain irestriotlon ordained TExjr BjsstofBi.--

b«t departure from it ‘is not regarded otherwise than as

tinuSual conduct on the part of the woman, and no evil e&n- 
. S . . . . ■

sequences are .supposed to follow,*- But in view of Miss;-

Hunter's -emphatic analysis ©fumlasa, and the.suggestions 

Of- it -.among -the Shonga and 2olu, I  Inctfne to 'think the- 

'conception'exists throughout' thS. South-Eaatefcn Bantu area, 

T̂he reasons that underlie it-Mis^ Banter does not givej 

probatily* the-woman is in a  state of cecemoniai impurity 

threatening dangerto her fellows and tha-cattle, Irecause 

^he is literally pregnant with new forces, • -Ihechild tha1! 

is to be horn-wili affect cany people, and the society at- 

large, but particularly $er and her husband,who -therefore: 

must take special care of his life.- These farces are tre- 

aendous forces, for on the phenomenon of conception* preg­

nancy and-birth depends tha future of the society, and th<

■ - -• ......• therefore /

-06—

X* Hunter, HSS. , - .

S .  Macdonald, op cit. Vol. 19. 5 .26?,
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therefore threaten 

the sick* to medicines,

? very existence, Jo

(b> BUth.

The birth of a chili 

fjrst place, It places in jeo; 

woman, and that of the child, 

death, the doctor uses the 

Secondly, the new—bom  child^

is two siain effects. the 

iy the life of the labouring.

[ to guard against, their

; of certain medicines*, 

ito- society, mist 

id and tibostf. that aTe 

alive; its very existence, and Its potential social person- 

Silty, exert a force that mast be translated in terms Of . 

social value. This is the iasis of the religious slde.fco- - 

birth ceremonies, Moreover, birth, is a . characteristic ^ite 

of passaga: tbe mother passes through a period of tran^ltj^t- 

whence she emerges with enhanced status., whether ;Jt be: hex 

first or her fifth child, though the.advance is greatest- : 

when It  is her first; and the child Tfialces its entry :mto 

society. On these principles lahall.analyse^birth cere­

monies among the Bantu, but before pr^ceeding-to 3.0 so X .

. Birth pangs can act, among the 33i«mga,as a sort 'Of

ritual Sanction on adultery. The penalty for bringing forth. : 

a child conceived in ^confessed adultery is that the birth 

pangs will be unduly protracted. Hie fhonga woman who knows 

bers is an adulterous child confesses it secretly to the . • . ■

principal /

Soga notes a taboo: tiuna-Xosa*, op cit, p.890):- 
nin onne^ats must not go to ber father 's house without 
her h5sbanc& permission, or the child will die.n .
Tfr-?* is a social taboo, probably expressing the rights of ; 
the'husband *s fafiiiy to the child as against the *ifeT3 . ■ 
Th» breaeiv of it Is punished by either the religious of 
the ritual sanction.



r

principal midwife. If  tbe birth is protracted the mothei? 

must drink a  decoction confcaixiiBgvhJis husband's SBnen. If 

the child 'feels his father" fcs -Bill enntge promptly. The 

woman onst confess all her lovers till the x*&al father is

named, *as it  ia absolutely necessary that the true father
. ' ■ ■ ' ■ 1 .  ■ , . . 

of a child be known on the day of its birth." later, 4̂ 1 ••

he passes by the baby, the midwife will throw a pinch at ,

sand from his f oojspriats on the fontanella of the ’J&ey.

The Zulu do not apparently have this belief, though -

Griffiths notes that ®as soon as a soman realises that ^she

is aboot to become a Mother, she informs har husbaqd of tXv

fact, lestuhe become suspicious that she had committed

adultery, *° aor is it recorded in the $ra»sl£ei, (But we ,.

are told by Sropf that if  the child will not take the j

breast it  Is a s4gn that the woman ?f map has been 'safaifch- „
- -.... ■ . 5 . • - . . . . . .  . . ,~.,j .

fufc. in  heart at least. Soga, however, say® ths* i f  the

fltrna  should do this the mother is thrashed to »aS» her 1)911

what is the reason, for it is supposed to be due to her

having dreamt of TiKoloshe or other spirits, dreaSa Tffcioh , ?

prevent the child froffl$gettix« nourishasen#. If ths thraSh- :

iag is not effective the diviner is called ia, and. .he W  .

order the ligament under the infants tongue to be cafe. >

It is impossible to say why among the Thoaga.the

T-?ql father srast be known. Since Bunod says that the tas-

han will not care particularly whether he is or is not the

father,5'  it can scarcely be *  ftOl rittal sanction on

adultery /

1. Jonod, op cit, Vol. 1 . (S) Griffiths, Itoa.
pp.4D-l.

3 . Kropf. op cit, (4) Sega, *-6®a-Xosa*, op cit,
Bala.", p.46. . p.398, . .

§ .' Junod, op cit, Vol. 1 . p#*l«
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adultery, though, that it 5s some sort of sanction lit the 

bfeat suggestion I  can zaake.

I propose now to distinguish the asgical element 

in birth cerefitfsales. Here again there is the difficulty- 

of deciding whether treatment is medical or magical.

Bryant in M S  "jfttlti Medicine and i£e3itiizs8-̂ êc1, has set out 

the specifics used for uterine disorders, oiscarriages,
* .3|. • • - . * ■ ■ lt> . . - .
parturition and purpereal fever, Most of these I elsss 

&s ordinary ffigdtsinaa. 'But where polyps of the womb are 

caused b y a  wiaard, so as to obstruct parturition, fhe - 

treatment ffiust be coasidei?ed; laaglcal. $he "soaan is taisn 

to' the river, where the polyps are cut off with intsi&aa© 

'gras)s« Profuse' bleeding follows, delivery IS effected, ,

and an iliSaobi (infusion of teerbs) completes the operation*
•• i . . . .  . . ■ . . • 

l'o Cause tfce aiseaSathe umtakati uses tunu-sl paSfSba,

Now it  is possible that stieh a p£%^on would Have the'^b-

Jective effects ascribed to it , but nevertheless 1  fe&l ■- j A

that* ic th e  opinion of the Zulu, an|extras3rdinaTy powter ,

most radiate from it , especially as it is used by .

umtakati. The treatment, therefore, though apparently . ..

purely Medical, mist nullify the wordings of the wisard.

#t is  true, however, that it 3a probably carries out by

the aidwivsa - generally, as will be seeii, the ifryanga - . -

does not officiate at the birth - and the Cure may tw*>

involve any use o f special powers. This could only be

settled by an investigation on the spot.

An example of the way in which the <ZvCLu treat

the child ’Hith various medicines is afforded by the pre- ^

vention gf the strong sexlzal desires they know as ulug<ioyi.

is done by a sgeclal. cleansing ceremoE? at birth,

. •. • • described /

1. £f»o?#t, pp.56-7. (S) Bryant, Diet, op cit, Busm-si«

3. Ibid, p.BOOS P '  '
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described by thaTerb gweba. ’’©rery satire child is supp­

osed to be tainted at birth with a constitutional defect 

called isi-gwsba, srhichis held to he the cs6Se of several 

ailments, as anaaual sexual irritation causing lecheroas 

inclinations in ddolts, disposition to ecse®a, etc.' To • 

get rid of this taint the stem of a castor-dil or Uiasenge 

leaf, or a stalk of fibte, is thrust by the mother into , 

the zecttoa^Of the child and rigoroosjy twirled round he-, 

tween both hands (as when heetihg up an  egg),' until, by jf 

scTaping^on the-mastbfahe of the bowels,' blood-^• «6pi6us3y !y

dirssrh, Hot tinfretitiently ^hildrsn die as a  result of. the,. ig» • w'n
proceeding.* This, though of doubtful utility* is-a.--

Bsdioal, nofc- a.fiss-glcal, practice. -'Bat -sometimes &  magtuaV; -

belief creeps into ssedioslptiSdtice. Ifras an infusion ;ofk

certain plants, is3hl6abera!a, is  kept in a  uerresed pal hF >

4  jiragaanfc irOHian. She drihfcs a spoonfnl fros - thisr-S^r' •■

and ihga daring the latter adaiths ,of heypregflaney, ^

the fflsdioine £& stjpfiosed tt> Tender ̂  access fat*

delivery, Thi5.i&- pore Iteesfcoraft, hut .there is cafe jpse- - *

canf-ion to be observed ln .tlis. US8 o f‘the laihlanibeao -which

I  think is magical. -So person test loot at this aediciaa, v,

lest .*hg .child, take on his likeness - "fee reflection'in

the water being presomably swallowed,»• say.*-Bryant,

the mcEoan in the drinSing .ana traasferredifto the/efcdld.*.

X. thisr*o -he a  oagieai precaution became it  is A6tUa$^d

by a  fear o f *  aan«s personality acti-igdlr&ctly, thd'ugh

not of his active intention, .tttrcsgh a  certain aedtu»;

The jaagjaal principle at worfc is the Taw of pafitici^ations.*

thg teflection carries the man's personality into the ;

. . . B*edicls@ }  .

1 , B »  tree* -JM4, J.S87. (g) ^

g . Bryant. Dict. op c it, *gffeba* pj>,33&-9.
p.814.
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medicine which comes to partake of M s  likeness and psp-sag 

It on. through the mother to the child*

4  2uln medicine assd to different ends is the 

aMalal,.. plant, \um& for Trashing a caw-born babe to maio> it 

grow up a quiet child jr not given to crying., * Here again, 

it is impossible, safe by local inrestlgaticn.fto say how 

the uMalali works. I  take it that the plant is used by the 

Hid'BlYes* ; .

■ . ; ^J’jnod gives a  poor description. of, Thonga birth •

asdiciries so l  prefer to quote the better recocds on the
■■ 3 .  ' '

Jrans&fiiaSi-tribes., 2hua Kropf . giyas ?ariou5  plahti ' ;ed r

as purgatives for the, child on the ..day of its fcifth, v is.,

vJajane (p.l6l)j uSiMki (p„069) ; the igj&Bidi

plane- to procure easy delivery; and un̂ TJukayffibibai,.  ̂ .

to sake the child strong, a  process lu:o^ ^  P^il83;aMp.3lt>%

Bat this process is also to cleanse tha child of iE ^h e , -

of which Eropf says (p,14l) that, it  is "the .natar&l; imgur-' f

ity cif new*born infants ̂  Relived to be fraffi an ititernai

swelliag, of which they are to he pjie.ified by... enchanted-:..

medicines, shen the rite of ukupehlelela is performed, .by

Sayings HasBe, hashel whep swinging a new-bo?n ,child, ,_,.: :

through £he smoke of nmBikamblba,* fere thare 3eeras= t0 be.. •

sobs  idea that the child is filled with forces s dangerous A.

to Itlielf and its felltnrs, which .mnst .be discharged by. a. B

TTigg-t^i process, in the same way as the Sujas tee imiti ‘ 
4.

-ehhlope (-whits asdicines). Soga gives foliar descriptiioas 

of the isi-tatoti and usikiM medicines whiph would show 

theix use to he purely therapeutic, .

Other /
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1. Ibid, I,«7:5.. , . (?) op cit, Vol. X. pp.48-9. 

S . Dictionary* op cit. ■- (4) Tide infra*

5. ^Ana-Xosa®. op cit, pp.390-1.
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. ■ Other. medicines and observances are aoPe clearly 

aagical. The best. evidence we have at thsss is also on the 

3olu, so that 1  shaiJ. chiefly cite from their eolturs.

One class of .dangers to .bs goar-fled against is the ioyan- 

mattafiej Ks certain class- of diseasas supposed to "be cayaed 

by medicihes or charms, as the sinkthg-of the

fontanel ..(from sp\n~iotjs,hydroeephalus) infant.* Ofthe 

treatment Bryant writes.: «fflhen &  child is bora It ia-washed- 

aucLimmediately held ih thssmaka c-f burnifc^ a&laal cbgrtss, 

comprising. .avssaSl particleof svery possibly obtainable 

aniaalof ill-luck. It is afterwards given to drink:o£ th& 

game-' - 'This is..suppos6d to aat as a  prophylactic against . ■ 

all Kinds of i-Byainaasne. disease Which it may have-contracted’' 

while in the womb. Should the child grofr tzptoenjo^sofohil, 

Ljalth, it IS'aaid sapelela toinyaaaaang (they wter&- â t- - 

rightly combined, the animal ehaEtes)j bnt^shcrtad it --­

grow tipe.g. to be mare ot less stupid, it:.l? s&id kwavalefî  

ivondwe (there was too mncb of the mter-*at')j.«»a.s©^<>h** . 

% . rsason .for aistiug'aiS&ifcg this treatment' asmagidklis 

that here the disease ;to be treated results frosthe- in- • 

f  luencs of certain antsials on the child tisr̂ ovsgh thai;fflefcher,/ 

The cure - the osb of pacts of the animals • thezas^lvesr -. 

thsir power is used to heotralise <th«ir power. In other 

words, la terms) of By definition of taagla, th& pcmer of taasa 

qniiaaTj? 4s used, through parts of their bodx^s,-for social 

ends against their own eril power . tMcondo, as weS shown 

px tha section on pregnancy, is the saoe disease and in 

Bryant's 4«sceiptioo of it he .gives- additional precautions 

taken against At. .fhus if  the wither has to travel she

collects J  '

1 ,  Bryantf ̂ Dictionary; <jp *it , "inyamsisana1'; pp.465-4.
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colleets rubbish trim each p&ti^ha trs.TaPsesj when she 

reaches ho&e she burns these on the hearth and holds the 

infant in the-smoke, and this is supposed effectually to 

aext)el any Injurious influence she may have brought hack 

with her from those paths$» The principle of this aagicttl 

treatment is the same as that for the inyafflasaxie.. Bat other 

people' may introduce the disease, add so for a' day crt* trso 

after the birth they- are rigorously excluded from the hut* -* 

Afterwards, for a month or ^wo, anybody entering itast per- 

for® the uhulumula 4-ite. This is only suspended Tshea- the 

child is de&med old enough te c$&wl oatsida and ■ &  to * v 

Withstand the *8711 inf loanees -aith^hich the outer wcfld-- . ■„• 

is supposed to he reeking foil.* The visitor nibbles! a  

pelce of cha£m-grasses> herbs, etc,, which are ijuniTap; o t W  ..'•; 

if dtforwa.7 arid afits Upon the child, so -t&a&'-any ifijinribxjs . 

UHjfcaedo which he m&y b n  introduced 3s reodeEed -iaa&c\tous« 

Sete the Influences feaSred act, as in the ii^saaaane disease^, 

through another on -the child, bet iirat'esd of the- power' &£■ 

parts of the influence it*elf,  or of paths over which it 

phased, being used as antidote, 'the magical' potrs1 

herent: in  certain grassed and herbs As 'vBed. Bveh -nlorS' : 

clearly aaglcsl in its processes is the rlte as descrOied 

by Kidd, powdered whiskers of a leopard, the skin of a. 

salamander,' the claws of a  Hon and parts of other ̂ ariittals 

ire used, end eaoh cne is supposed to ±mpart jo/fcha-ohild 

vie special quality of the ar'lmal from ahichit is Bade?

(i .e . thie rite is bssed on the law of participations)*, ••■'

Sore important still is a powder of nseteorite, which "has 

the power of closing the anterior fontaoella of the baby%  

. . . .  . . . .  ...... skull-/- • •

-93-

1.. Ibid, *hnM£ond0*j p.3J5, 

S . Ibid, "ukulumula.6? p«367.
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Stull, of strengthening and of making firm the bones of

tbe skull) of iapaEtiag vlgcrar to ths obild's mind and of 
• - • 1 . - ■ . 
asking ths infant b^pve and courageous. The use of the

aBi&s&|charm5 clearly shows ths principle of magic that

part of a thing conveys a ll the qualities of that thing j

the power transfereed. to the child is nc>t,poirer 'within the

animal part, hat the whole essence of tbe animal. .As

regards the meteorite, I  think that there is m ah in Junod’s

suggestion that its pones comss from its close connection
■ . • 'S«.' .

with heaTen. A father magical rite is the smoking of

the child so as to repel wlaardsj but apparently the fchilcL

is not so Efcch strengthened against the evildoers, as that
■«* ....  ■*'!

the latter dislike the odcrar of the smoke. \

Hie Thonga doctor puts into a sherd pisosa of th

skin of a ll  the beasts oT the btash. - antelopes, wild cats,

elephants, hippopotami, rats, civet oats, hyaenas, siand

ami .̂ jmvrqs of dangerous kinds - and roasts them, exposing

-the "baby to the smoke and rubbing it with as ointment* sad

from, the ponder. This treatment is to protect the baby

from the -pp*ma*5  themselves, sot from a disease emanating

from their influence, but it is based on the principles of

the Sulu inyamasaae sagie. Shis treatment 13 also a  pre-
■ . . . ■■ ■ ■ 4. ■ ■
ventative for convulsions, _

The religious element in birth ceremonies beside 

the passage rites, is sacrifioe. The Thonga, shortly after I

the birth, kill a /owl for a  girl, a  cook for a boy, ami
. 5 ,  ■ •

later a gost, bat Junod does cot Say -sfcether these are

or are not sacrifices • The first prayer on behalf of the 

child /

1 .  *Savsg« Childhood*; op cit, 
pp.12-13, .

S . Kidd, Ravage Childhood*? 
op cit,.pp .18-19,

5 . Ibid, Vol« ■» PP.4S, 45,

(2 ) Jonod, op eit, Yoi» 1 » 
p.4 4 . footnote & .  •

(4) Junod, op cit, Vol. 1.« 
- pp*43-4< ■ -Vi



cblM to the ancestors occurs in Jvtnod's description of tha 

rite of presentation to the xtsv moon, three months.after 

birth, From then on, I  gather,. tha ceremony is repeated 

twice every month, at new and full moon* The mother and. 

her child axe given a steam bath; then the doctor incises 

them on forehead, sternum, between the shoulders, on elbow, 

wrist and imae, and puts medicines into the incisions. "

The medicine is also inSosed with (rater; the mother poiffs 

some on the hands of the doctor who spits oajlt, utters the 

sacramental tsu and throws it ecu the child,. The mothar. , 

rubs the child's whole body with tha medicine, while the .< 

doctor invokes his ancestors to render his medicine, s<m,eE£iiS 

through It  the child. The mother infokes her ancestors; •* 

apparently the father1® are not yet approached. _,$&» 

inction between the doctor's and the mother »s praters- is . 

important: the former asks that his ancestors istreoigtben 

his medicine, tha Jatter that hsr ancestors cais.$ixe9£i;2y. 

for the child. There 1s  a sacrifice of a  ohiolsenJBhfi» 1<&S- ;

is weaned, offered- by tha doctor to hds end. the. chî LcL*»
.!>«•*; ■ —  - ■• » .......................... ■;-•

ancestors. .. •

AocoTftlXJg to Kidd's description fif the .smoking-of>. 

She infant tie most important ingredient is "some, dirt,:....; r . 

scraped from the forearm and other parts of the father's bo d^  

Th-fa dirt contains a part, of the. father's personality ,an4, : , 

•has therefore an intimate though undefined oonnaptlon with 

the itongo or* spirit of the grandfather and so of the clan,* 

Th'j-c oeremony ®was the recognised way of imparting .a portion 

of the itoogo or ancestral spirit to tfce child.® It is 

clear that a thanJa-offering in. the form of an ox is offeted

to the /  .

)X _________:— 1-----— ---------- :— -------:---

1. Jnnod, op cit, Vol. l . P P .  C « )  Ibid, Vol. 1, p,58. ;
58-55. . .

S .  "Savage Childhood"; op cit, pp«13-lB.
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to the ancestors on the birth, of the first son. Kidd states

emphatically that tBia is only done for the first child,
1 .

and then only if it is a son, but the same writer says

glsewhere (though IcaOnot say if it applies to the

that the father is feotmd to sacrifice as ox, apparently

for every child, in  order to induce the ancestral apifitS
S.

to taka special care of the child throughout its life*

From Griffiths1 information (which describes SvQxl c\satcssi;

long after oontact k I & l the E-aropeans) the Sather aaiea the
S .

effacing only for twins the birth of ■Hhich will be tihorfelj

discussed. . . . .  . . .  .

■" . Epopf describes a sgpeciai sacrifice, Blng-elela^’--

Which is offered for a  child at its1 birth, on the day 'the*

mother ceases lying-in, tsg the father or other inefflbfiirGf'fc£
. *

Tillage, but not by 'the priest-dootor, i*e« .clearly* ■

sacrifice to the ancestors* According to Hacdonal<Sy thft

fathsr offers a sheep, a  goat or ec ax, as s. tfcahtoScfferirii

to M=s ancestors and to sectire their favour on :behal£ oftl

child during the .first few yea1» of its life. Xn’theereztf

Of the ^jrig sidxly, or if it is the successor of
■ i># .

ehilflren ■nhicb hare died> there are furthersacrifitteC; - ^ 4

Code’s description of the ̂ Bosvana. states that the’sadrifitt*:

iS.:£or the mother and not the child., ‘ but- Soga 3tateS-'';’f:;'

dearly that the bingelela sacrifice is performed on behaU
7.

of the child. On the tenth day, among the Bostvaaa, ia 

buiongu. necklace (i.e . a  necklace aadff frottf tha tall of onii

. . - . • . . of the'-'/

-9S-

X. *Savage Childhood*, pp 
eit, p.8 6 .

(s) Q4d» *2:he.Essential.^ 
op cit, p.203.

3 . Griffiths, MSS. (4) op cit, p.S4.

5. op Cit, Vol. IS. P^S67v (6 ). •op a it , pp.49-50* v.r.

7 . "itaa-Xosa*; op cit, p.80S,
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of the cows brought by the bride to her new home) is put 

round the baby’s seek, probably to gain for it the favour 

of the mother's ancestors.

% S 9e sacrifices^ in general, serve to introduce, 

the child to the Knees tcsss, and propitiate them on Its be­

half,, She emotional translation at the back of the sacri­

fice is fairly clear. The new life has come into being, . 

and the Binds of the family are oppressed with doubts end 

hopes of its future, la the sacrifice, over which the 

ancestors pr aside, this feeling is positively fixed as lisps, 

for the outside powers have been invoiced on behalf of the 

outdid. Some of the ambivalent emotions about the child are 

therefore converted iota gasitive social emotional power* 

3&d this is ooneentrated in the ancestors who give this re­

lief ; if  it  is , as is usual, the patriarch who presides at 

the sacrifice he gains in power, for bars be sacrifices On 

behalf of the member of the clan, as he^sand only he ,  

can sacrifice for any member of itj and finally attention, 

is drawn, to the baby, about^shich sentiments arc clearly. - 

beginning to crystallise*. • -....

Bat birth ceremonies are clearly % rite de pa&Sa^
• - - '  S . • -­
as is shown particularly among the Thonga, where they are

spread over a year before the child is properly recognised

as a  member of the tribe, £rc®. the moment that the hixth-

pangs begin, men, girls, and the woman’s  female family*

relations must not come near her. Tha place of delivery is

generally the back of the woman’s  but? the uaMlical oord

.. -IS. /
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1. Cooic, op cit, pp.48-74. (S) Jvmod, op cit, Vol. 1 , p.S6 
* 1 '..Se^#

a . I not, as it is unnecessary, describe the process ;
• -of'Birth; £ his ,in  all the tribes is-caraisd 6d#Simd&- 

mentally the Same way. Vide. e.g. Juncd, op cj.t, " 0 1 . 1, 

pp.36-57. . .



tied some three inches from the navel, cat and anointed. 

When it falls off, generally at the end of a week, it is a 

sign that the period of confinement is at an end. The 

placenta is buried behind the hot, deep,with, great care.

The child is then, washed with, water «hich is thrown away, 

as fceing polluted "by ths blood of the birth. During the 

period of confinement the mother- ” is restricted to a spec­

ial diet* and this is a true marginal period for her. She 

is absolutely outside the pale of society." She doctor 

gives her a dish of mabele mixed with medicines which is . ■ 

cfelled: shimhimbi and hns tiro purposes: (i) to expel the. 

unclean blood which follows birth, and (ii) to stimulate 

the production of mi He.. It is eaten with «  special spoony 

lest unclean blood enter it and cats# the mother to become 

phthisic. Daring this period there are various med^itions, 

bat of aaln importance are the taboos; the huif&and -East noi 

enter the hut, for though hs. is not contaminated himself,

Ire would put hiiaself in dangei if  he approached his wife? 

S1 X married people, i .e . those who have regular sexual 

relations, at# excluded, for ihoold they touch the child 

it  would die. The end of the confinement perioi raises 

these"tafiobs and‘it is aaSked "by two rites. It f mother 

of th£ delivered janan has to smear the floor of the hut 

with clay; a  rite which takes away the dangerous blood.

Thfe second rite i® that of the broken pot, described in: 

the' magical rites. As the child has been medicated against 

aniffi&ls, It can Safely be brought but of the hut.

' This Confinement period, to which the danger 

Mdiatss partly from the mother who is polluted by the 

blood of the lochia ,whioh menaces her husbafld particularly^ 

and partly from other people against the cfciM, resoewes the 

.............................  - • • ..............  "'fcitt&l /  -
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yitoal impurity to which she is It ends with the

falling off of the umbilical cord and the cleansing of blo< 

from the hut. She mother, producing ows life In the shad­

ow of death, is surrounded by i^gsrons forces, and the 

mere relapse of time (possibly, too, the of the

fluxes), is a-afficient to allow of the villagers * being 

innoculated against these force®. Dot lag this period, la- 

addition, sentiments may begin to crystallise about the - 

living child, and those centred in  the mother cat accomo­

date themselves to her uew status. Die child, week and 

tender, comes out only a Star being strengthened by magical 

processes. Now comes the fifst introduction tff the t>aiiy, 

and the se-introdoction of the mother, to society. After • 

the gfrtid >s maternal grandmother has smeared the hot she 

goes home, and, if  it is a first-born child, she returns 

attended by her female relations. They bring food, Saea* 

parents(baby and. villagers^ with ochre, garbing the new. 

event. For a  subsequent coi.Ld the mother *s parents, merely 

Send a basket of food. The difference between a  mothe* - 

jxewly introduced tq maternity and a  mother who has merely 

added to her offspring, is obvious* In the former instanc 

a  ney village hits been founded, the parents have *grow» 

roots*. For »  first-born child the maternal unci* should, 

thonghiS is «ot coaasnded by ritual, provide the ntehe 

s.Jsin, symbolising his relationshif to all his sister's 

;Childs*». . .

During the ensuing weeks the child is nursed gn£ 

regularly medicated, bat it passes through fes rites till 

the third month, when normally the mother's menses will 

begin again. The mother washes her clothes and then- puts

on /



Oil new garments, preparatory to presenting the child to the 

moon ( the y and la ceremony), IShen the Baw-SdOB appears 

the mother takes a brand of fire and, followed by1 the grand­

mother (Jund does not say which one, but probably it is the 
mother

father'Srtsince tlia Gt»remony ta&eS place at his Tillage) 

carrying the child goes so the asfc-heap behind the htft.

She flings the burning aticJc towards the noon, and the grand­

mother throws the child in the air, saying, *¥his i£ youfr 

mooni a . She puts "the child oa ths ashes, it cries and ' 

rolls over; thti mother takes it tip and nurses it , and tetunss 

to the hut. How certain taboos are lifted, of which the • 

chief is that previously the gather could not takethe ' 

child instils arms* "Up to that day, this was 8£.i©o, as „the• • ••; 

ehijfi being continually with his aether was perh^s poll­

uted by -the dangerors blood following tbs birth; but how 

Sh£ has washed her clothing and has been purified by the1”* 

reappearance of the menses; so the danger no longer exists**: 

The phenametia of the ceasing 6f  tije oenses symbolises.,, “  .<?•-. . 

perhaps, to the native mind the dangerous power, (a.i* the 

Pcndo tutfAsa) th£t is' stored in the mother, and only whan 

thefr are aettaffagod" can the father closely approach he? and 

her Childl, £he also ia'^uBJect to danger and this is&icates 

his close relatiorishlp with the two. But the ysndla Is 

alscjst father 'aggregation - placing the child on the ash- 

ttea.*x and nursing it there, the woman doubtless introduces 

it in g-measure to the household life of the indlu. Why it 

should be specially presented to the aoon it is difficult 

to say. ^he new jfioah is always received by the ?honga with 

joy1  ̂ perhaps the baby, also represented by the brand, is 

> ..............  introduced /

li- Juaod, op -cit,-Vol. Si p«B06,
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introduced to it  for good Ouek.

The last aggregation rite fs boha purl, *the 
. performed

tyihg of the cotton string*fAwhen the child begins to crawl.

She parents have intercourse, but the nether must not con­

ceive, i .e .  coitus interruptugf seaine non iaimisrsio. Tha 

mother smears *fcheir filth* on a  cotton string and ties It 

round the child's Waist, Tfliere it is left till it falls to 

pistes. Son the child is "grown up* and can be hurled, if 

jtt dias, on the hilly in dry soil. (If a child dies before 

this rite is performed it oust be buried in wet soil, fiea&r 

the rives^ ‘as is done with twins afid children who cut their 

upper teeth first). The childean also participate in tha 

ceremonial purification which te&es place after the death. " 

of one of the inhabitants of the village, and the parents" . 

can resame sesosl intercourse,; though the woman dust not . 

conceive till  the child hss bem  weaned, after another year 

or more, «Xt is clear® writes Junod, *that the tying of 

the cotton string means the official reception of the chili 

into"the family, ever into human society. Before Vhatr he , 

was hardly considered as a human being, he was shilo {k 

thing; khtuta (an incomplete being). B*w he is'nkulu,-a 

grown up chiia.* ■ Ths esseme ot this aggregation -rite is : 

the ritual rimmptie© of sex relations between the father . 

and the mother, and the investiture uf the child with their 

sexual secretions, which most contain the very essence of 

their personalities.

She rite de passage^is <fomplate, though the child 

remains In the care of the doctor t in . it is weaaai, *  pro­

cess that is also narked with ritual* ' Km doistor sacri­

fices a chiclcen and prays te his ov  . : ‘l?s snu thos* of

the /

X. Ibid, ¥ol. 1 . pp.56.aeq. (8) Ibid, Vol. 1 . pp.58-9
I  as describing the xlts 
in the Sortiiern elans.



the child’s ancestors (this 1 st a  very exceptional approach) 

to bless the child. The beaky a  claw an.3, a  feather of tbe 

hStt are fastened romd the child is net£, and It is smeared 

tritli oil and powder brought by the inyanga, bran Cross 

mealies pounded by the mother. Particles ase cplleet&i 

on a  mat and mads irs.to a ball by the mother, -She thrusts 

tbe ball into an ant hole and retaras without looking back, 

Uiis rite o$ weaning ravaals, according to Junod, that for 

the natives *these three fieat years of the child’s life 

are a period of disease; so mazy perils ttoeatsn the.little 

one's well-being that he can hardly be considered -hfcslEoy.

He is during the whole time node? the atqiewisica ©f the . 

physician, who takes leave of the little patient on, the day 

of the fleaniag.® Tbs doctor with his protective, medicines 

departs, and as a iswt measjzre he i^oke? hfcs ancestors to 

bless the child. The mother's breast is non forbidden to 

it , awi it meat be purged of, its infancy, The b®ll thrust 

into the ant's hole, ana which the ant carries asray* .re­

presents the passing of this period. Moreptfer, to,symbolise 

that the child has. passed from the ssrsiag care pt Its 

astb.ee, It  is sent^Ls sex* day, if lv  is  a first-borxt cMld 

to the aofcher’s peronts, otherwise to the £athar*s parents.

Ib* manneg. of worSing of these rites de passage 

IS typically reli&iecs. The shila 5a a source of power, 

as a  potential social personality, and it on?* be intro­

duced into society. But as birth is the fount of society's 

permanence ti* child must ba introduced with case, and 

gradually, t ill  there is some assurance that it will grow 

yp to become an. adult member of the tribe* (It is  not 

fni-iy recognised till initiation). This is therefore

done &
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; eight- days for 
1 .

for tiifffcrceS

done in a series of liberations, ia which the mother parti­

cipates, till gradually she returns to her normal mode of 

life , conceives, and passes through the ■Rivole cycle again.

By these rites firmfaod socially determined^sentiments are 

forsied about the child, sentiments that wia^eniianca^iid 

Strongtheaaj^~^. it passes throtgh puberty, marriage and 

parenthood.

' S 19 extra ritSs of Jubilation and aggregation - " 

at the birth of & first-born son farther validate the sboV® 

conclusions,- Among the Zulu, who rank men higher t&sJt ’ :' , 

wjmen, tbs Bother is  secluded in her 1 

sale Child, five days for a female child, 

that produce the former are Socially more important. £ 

chief requires 3-till wore gradual introduction "into seriietiy# 

The Thonga utteen retires on becoming pregnant W-s remote ' 

part of ttte coimteyj the infaht*a birth, i f  It 4s a boy, •'• 

is  Kept secret; tiifce is only ta&en to the capital *t. bciy-, >' 

hoed, and thd&only if, afterAcoasulting;,tbe feones ‘-and’ ■<?'■■■■ 

tffering^acrificesf it seeaB sell to do'so; -ffotf for the-, 

first tine the heir meets his father, and a  saerifioe is-­

offered to "eroclaimto the gods the return to the capital
3 .

of fis  heir to the throne,® According toR.C.Saouelson, 

a  7 nlrt chief's child *wss not considered to be -a. human being* 

t i n  six months after birth as against a period of one 

month for a  commoner's child. Kidd, in ’’Savage Childhood* 

zhei he does not specify the^tribe of which h6 Is writing,

In vt.'*trring to the birth of a  chief does not detail differ­

ences In the separation or Aggregation rites,  - bttt only In 

the doctoring. According to fai*a the fihief sends man to dig

, ' - . . ..; • . out /
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out a  larga, succulent herb, called, ipatatffia,. * man of 

coisaptsuovs character is killed and \*uri«a la  tha hold Sxm 

«M c 1l It Is dijgj tb» root 3s pomieSed ana, mbred ■srith. "Water 

&o as to fora an ixttalssi, a  medicinal ytash.: ; With this;- fchs -.. 

heir to the chiSft airship (and .apparently the chief’s sub­

sequent children) Is daily -mfced in the chief1® private 

hat in  the cattle-fold* and som  of tha ir^elesl-is.asabbed- - . 

into &  hols in. the base of bis Tight thvmbr nhicli c«n.:aia3M -:• 

its'atrthoctfc/ felt. These various ceEemonias. ahcnt.that 

She -Chief seeds; extra strengthening by stagioal ‘

p̂t- birtfa,. arui also, is  view of Jhis jrot;eintially-- greatee’«!s6isl 

pessooality, a, store giadjoal introduction. Xabo. tribal;,ltfs* 

i.'. - •. ■. S&e great .social value of birth itself is-.e-l©62Eiuyc 

:Shcw» in  the extra. rites .that attend-the parturition- 

'jrisman whsi.has had several children whinfr. ha.ved3.wS,.Jfe, . ,«=•

Tfcoaga woman in this position is .considered, fed be ~±aai < ,•
2 , ’. ■. ' - 

ajetiial condition, tooija ®b bowronbay ■ -azKi ^aJj’.shB.ibeaEa -

anefcbarchlld she carries it. in  .an otehe^f sheepsJijLa,, »ot ; :

of-aatelopeor gpat skin. If it  is  &  bqr it 4S drasss&.ln .-..

£irlts clothJ&s, soA vies, versa, wfcils the breasts :<>f vt&e , v';

aother sre smeared -with a special medicine, for tte&jr are. - i

*craasts of tha dead.*' Tha child mist be weaned: and saws* >

to- Its gra&dpaifeats soon as: possible. The treatment Of ■. - -;

the aothat 's milk sad tbs reusovalaf the oMJ.£: frsm-rth* -,

mother az^ magical precautions to .ccnaotsra'ct- tne bovmba*

Other Pitss 'sre practised ta  proteot the; ̂ aby.-agaiost biwi . ».

Ittcfc* ' U3JS-- first is the tonga-, .a ritft of silence. .r.When .<v- . /,

visitors coma to Sea hBF-tfcemother remains silsnt.-.t^ll^ttisy -

have given her present® which she .puts-.en the- uteiie.' The

s^latwe' of-the tosnga -rite . jrdbably /fcis&iiflea thfe doubly - ■

. : ■ - >• flaag-eatftw -
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daagerous marginal parted Is^Rhlch the Bother is, the gifts 

express the sympathy and help of her v&sitore. The silence 

©£ aoorning visits its different: in the *as* of ths Jxat- 

tanba rite tbe mother has now .e&ose f os- re joioing / though ~ - 

thera Is great danger i&at deatji aay again kill off her 

offspring. ■ Anotherjpite is also obsdrrsd in the floBtburei* 

olana,.■. Itaowa as rAngela bosfijjsba., to precede the boiramba*

The child is baried. up to its neck iq ths ash-'&eap; than • 

somebody runs to .the village* takes a  handful of,grains of 

maiseandthrows them on the child, -. &fter7jarda it-is -fitigJ 

■npr-washed, ssaBieed with ochre andbraught home* : According 

to an old Spelcnken Xhooga the bowumba .'will ba d&cei'f.edjr:^' 

i t wi l l no  longer desire the baby which Has beeB 'thro^si to- 

geiher -with a ll  the refuse of the villaga. oh to '.:th©vs3#&-sf.." 

heap. 9It Is so longer able to eat nealies,. eve»;i£ it  Ss 

girec maalissj it is.dead. Let the bopsnha ta&e tics ssot'i.ee. 

of it JB -3ut the great doctorMaDkhelfc^lletLfch© r̂ te-.r . .. 

«$£fcgela -bowuoba,*' an attempt8"to* bring some iftfliHtflae. -.S©-.:? 

beac? ..the misfortune C'f the.bereatr«4.aether. eJrohaKly. -­

it  was both; fcfcs.dacesticp^^lines indicated and th?> 

attack on the misfortune by burying the ehilsbd^ the asdlli^ 

ash ge tt ing  it£  as 1 sugge3ted,bafo?e) in-th# .family 34̂ e-j 

Ark-log Its statas wtth.oshre-. •• - • .w-n ■■;> '•••

. -The Sulu call i»  .the-dtjcter to assist a  ■'erom&n ,<r,

whose children die la infancy-. Callaway translatea-a.tale- 

of a woman s&o was thus affected, a  condition whichJjhe; •. 

Sultt apparently cell death. Resource ;was-had .to-a diyinei 

with familiar spirits, who said a wisard had bewitched hex 

by working on hftr arine, A struggle ensued b&tweeca th e ... . 

familial spisits-and the w is e s t  spirits and aecosdin^ to 

their own reports the former were successful: but thsw©>W

- . . s-ohaeij.uantly /
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