The Teaching of En?lrsh as @ Second Language
with special reference to the
Language Laboratory

This paper was presented at a conference on The Language Laboratory and Foreign Language Teaching
held at the University of the Orange Free State, Bloemfontein, 2nd October, 1965.
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IS. PAPER | want to discuss
thefolowrng

1 The Elace of the Iancgua e IaboratorY in.a
course In olrsh as aﬁ on a%]e e. its
Integration Into our teaching of Eng lis

COSThe course | have rnergrnd IS not a be%mérefr

rse, but rather a rem courg Inten %
those who alread aYe some o fEn Sh
In other WO tﬁ Ils I th e a]ssesu e

Prlmartyeac(her é %Coann ns takin
coyrse rh Pract?cal t?ngﬂsh atan Alfrr(f(
university).

2. The Planning of the Programme.

3. The use of contrasts in the feaching of
pronuncratron and structural forms (Gram ar),

rﬁractrcal demonstration of a language
program £

1. The place of the Language Laboratory in
an Engl?sh 80urse e /

Before irve can determrne he pIace of the

aans- med?um

language borator)r/] our Engl 'f ourse, rt IS
nec ss at we_shou|d have a cga ea of ou
aims n ac#a ng En rs saseco]n anguage an
Bspecal eme ch theseaints may
eac re

But before we can decrde( on our met ﬁds it Is
essentrelr that we sh orr ea stuow hasic
gs chological princi Fsun erlying t eteacd 9 of

orelq hora econ uage.” In“the limi m

an
T ol T A e o St o
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AIIow me brrefI}l/V 0 glr] eafew oncluerJrs dravY]n
ey%sco ?rsts 0°have made a study of the
teac oreign languages.

There are always two aspects in the rocess of
’g{ and Iearrnrrr B fs

anquage teacnin
!ngilr%{?ca stu Ig rf)(‘thtol ﬁeetrka g sﬁrS atsrésultloj
onetrc ex ca atica
knowledge about he a uae Butas eres
te ractical learning o he an ua eh means
thh gractrce [h g[e h tu ents
%cqrianguagrets nd skills which help them to spea

t] aspects re rm ortant: Without st sudgl
vrtr]rerttteneor uagee an§ rr’fThe n CanrltrOt B one
cann tarmg ()] &)Fete aster ot’\th %gua%

On the other wemustr%mer
Bl macter Ftttﬁaﬁ meerr%%r?r% Y ol
oF pr]ev??us ?rn LY stic pract ?ce There[ re, t%e task
ﬁnowfed gtfiuate téea&}h veerloIS thOt oné/ )O o
conscroug kill, to deveo pt he puTJ eern%lt

rom corrs Ius

e anu e |tISH evelopment
ﬁaO lan ua e tO } tUFIVQ speech In t 8

ianguage SEhVOGle remem er traq[lg%?r ;5/8%8896
£

eads.td true mas t¥ There cannot Irect
tra sition romt et Soretr stu%o ouaq
emaster the cnild o

ﬁee corre rte corr]ect ere

0 mut skr combrne ct Ce, w
orvrn efinite pr erence 10 ractr caueo ract rce
S a (uarantee 0f SUCCESS. n learning a rgn or
3



fecond Ia W student must study the
anguaqe t |ca yan at the same t|me Iearn
to Use 1t in prac Ice.

Application of these psychological principles

The qu st|on now arises; How WOHId one a Fly
0enstee s(t/jt t%cal {%HntIes n dech mr%eh) (rfhg
ge useA 71t |so Y]Pous that &we&hase OL” course on

the principles | have mentioned, Tt will embrace:
) Theoretical stu the lan
0 Imparting know?e/dge about 'hgli ngage

(ii) ractlce in he ua rlinguisti
il 12 el f.tgghnh i
To these two' we may a

(ii|) Written work, and

v) Reading and the study of the literature of
he Fangu y

P] B”J” chool and, tP a certain extent,
n the secondary sc ?0 the ora Préactlce takes the
‘&rsrn)n of the so-called controlled conversation

Correlation of heoretlcal study of the language, linguistic
practice and written work

In orfd r to obtain the best results the theoretical
stud Ygt an uag rammar n@ti)lshcpracucg
{gorda rill) ang writt wor sou e correlate
integrated. or example, 1f, accordin
ro ramme, tes”? our rammar less F
IS the Past ﬁlnée tene Qus or esso
mgmshcpractlce)s ould aim at glvmgi\ ou P S
the necessat gractlce nb that t fter
rammati form has peep. exp a|ned n
ramma[ esson and ractlged in the oral enodgg
e pupils may be reguired to write a co tfosm
ased on] the vocabnlan{ used in the oral |esson
g the tense dealt with In the Lammar esso
t e oral Iesso There ore ﬁ
even ual dn“ osition

ahsoor(ihj% ey tense ang ny s ructﬁr\a?%%tr)#bsarh/e WL“
need In writing the comp05| on.

Let us assur]tef hEtV\i have SIX periods a week
at our disposal for glsht In the segondary
school). How would wg use those six periods ?

| would suggest the following division:

Two periods for literature.

One period for?rammar I.e. theoretical study of
"the language, explanations, efc.
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ur

Two gerlods for oraI prache in the Ilngulsé
form tl] t has been done 'in the grammac pério
vocabulary, efc. ?Controlled con ersahons

n eriod for tree conversat1 rbgto a{}/t%mtéz

BUPOISt eOFPrFngernLtnF!Jrfect J%B se in or erto tth

3| nificant contrast betweent two en es.
e way the Present Qdeflnlte an e Presen
Contlnu Us tenses may be contrasted.

What then, is the plae[ of the Iang (I)argtoorra

r his ' sche e I
s?tc}n 9 i< Qa]ce of the For?na ractlce
eriods contro e conversatl nI ¥ n ua
aboratory s emlnent sunabe orH |d|8
Inguistic. pract Lce ||nten3|ve {
prdctice in"the basic structura orms

| can assure you that, in Re ordlnar¥ clalssroom
situation, one .can never achieve the fesu ts that
are gossmlﬁ é he language ﬁboraorY

respect | shou I|eto ote what a coflea ue f
urs said a t]a meeting of the Language Study
roup 1n Johannesburgrecently:

“In the ordinary classroom si uatlon no teache
can eveﬁac ulre the same turn- oveLm hePracnca
tﬁeo the second ft uaelp S0 snort g time as IS

the case with the fanguage laboratory.”

2. The PIannlng of the Programme
as 0, bear in

In Iann|n [ meo
m|n pthe FpICUtIEE frikaa rhs
ent |n earning English. Most o
| xpen nce n ans-speakin
nento nglish are t eresu
[fferences

f(e st ucturaq
een English and A rikaans. TherF
[e In annlng‘1 the prﬂgramme one shoud
ef ct | aH n tierns which are representative
of these nces In structure.

The student learns these patterns by repetition
and mbhen re uned to a x them ne \B Fltua

n}s analogy. The following are examples of
such pdtterns:

a) The tense patterns and( otherﬂra matlcal
for S, such as this, these, that, those, ma }ltthe
riend 0 mine, yours, efc.. he |s he ero

repositins,

o St L e

nteltce of words suc
never, sometimes, usually, already, etc.

The vocabulary is presented in the form of a
3%

as often,



fl}alo ue because tt}e dialogue reﬂresents a_[ea
d f%tatron ana, as ara P Bg sible, the grammatica
rill"(linguistic practice) Is based on the dialogue.

. Each lesson contarns]a sound drill: i.e. the student
?rveng ractice In the proancraton of certarn

e% %ur In"wo sentences
rearsetat ay eaccuse el

too [tem-

centred” in my thrn a out gqrW ome

eople seem to thrnk tthe student uId earn

eco rect pronun |at|on mrtatrn esouné
e lesson as a whole, an t at a separate soyn
rsnot necessa How ver, my e g Irrer]ce

een t at S0 ave Prarl}/ BP
eveloe au H 3e se and %ret ere ore una

to ca the subt erence etween the sounds

the mot er {o the second languag
¥ soun ng unlesste are dee
awa ronuncratron of certain di hcut
g%l#rnecsl ey ever learn to pronounce them

3. The use of contrasts in fhe teaching of
pronunciation and structural forms

ltems of soung and structure have no Jinguistic
significance %/ emsejves. On ﬁ uch rtems. are

ntraste with other 1tems do ave Jinquistic
srﬂnr Icance. Jn his hoo Lrngurs ics and Reading
Charles C. Fries says:

g "rhé"‘r?% ?rgteea'gﬁé?s'”?no's” frre%uehnﬂgl h%soh‘é‘éh“t

% errnﬁo ltems — the souH
must e pro o%rnce the |ndrvr ual words that
must be dentified with meanings, the parts of

sentence? that must be classified. From our
Pornt QT VIeW, .Items uch as tese havrre no
nquistic srgnrfrcance Y Htseves yas

such Items “contrast with G,te S rn the

Patterns of .an_arbitrar s“ J have

%ugstrc srr%nrfrcance ther words, all .the

?g icant matters of language are [inguistic

tures In contrast.”

It rs no ecesaar for [ne here to explore the
Use t J ? ts of urstrc RHt contrasts
rntestuty guaes avefo t]euse f
?ntraftsv ry effective notorC]I as :ﬁr as.t esoHn S

B e are concerne also in teaching
tens(g an h riéstrlucturesb e Iockeout §
e should always be on the look-out for
srgh tﬂ cant contrasts% Y
Sound
bel\eve that sounds should not] be taught

separ te ut In pairs, In selecting t airs of
B R tﬁt%?( rntfo ccountg drft%rences
etween rs Afri aans 3 ar as thelr
Phonetrc ea res are co?cetne "What | mean |s

at twouI emore effective to 8ontrastceand
r words, the contrast

I L g
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an g, as In hatand head
0, s rngot anJ)
1an I;,as In Ltan 3
ang «, as.in moon
an rtr a5 in kno§
ARty

'as rnPa an foa%es
aan o lﬂttud]ea?rﬁ f,
S an ?Jand rnjsarqe an Zhoe, etc.

Vocabulary

The lan uageform dealt with in t |sgrogr mme

is thy Pre ent_ Perfect Tense. _Therefore, & far as

ossr le, the Present Per ﬁct Tense 15 used in_the
Ue, In order to

Ihdogtud’ehts are reﬂlﬂ t% ?8°%5atat Loaon,
}tm er oftimes with a view to emorrsrngas ﬁh
It as possihle. e

In this rogram use t
so-called ‘mimicry memorisat

10n technique.
Structure
[n the follﬁwr%? section .the . Present Perfect

ensF S tau contrastrngO it with the Past
Indefinite Teﬂse n

ce that [ am. not
tryrng to teac twotnse or F]att e sam trme
have to assume that the Past [ndefinjte
Tense as one In a fevrous lesson. This also
meari f tenses | not necessarily be done
H grca oraer % rstt epresent tenses, thﬁ
t tenses, efc. OR the srmg tenges, t ent
t:eoan hnurousert]%rggels deettcermrn ¢ erhemc n ICts I
rs get [t |s%etter {0 dﬁo tR Last ?dafs
IF) earnt to ne sttuatrons y analogy. (T
e correlated with literature).

4. A Language Programme
The sounds and the Present Perfect Tense.
1 Sound:
Listen carefully to the following words:—
r%/ou hear the drfference between:- hat and

metce B etmnand en:
carrota merrt Je an lhe E Jand et’
axe and eqgs; rack and wreck: pack and peck
The vowel sounds in these words are @and e
Now repeat after me: head
No eat t he followin sentences afterme—
mhgpaah on h tsVYt !
Telad teca uto the ha

\ﬁrt her pet onthe mat,

T t ou new att tJennreerIbu tha t set.
JI\a/lC rea ansttt?eeareman es nte ag.
rh/ | he¥e aren't any a;?e) In the hasket.
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[l Listen to thefollowing conversation.—

Mrs.J.: The doorbeII has alread run]g twice.
Aren you going to ogen the door,

John?/
John:  Oh 8oodness Mo(sher hrn?(\leh] r\(/)enn

ear n
Boor has been unIoc J yet.

Mrs. J.: Hurrﬁ/ up then. | suppose it's Mrs.
John: Goo mornardgwévtrns Smith. Ia %%rr){
Ll e
forgotten ounL\ock t?re doorf PERY

Mrs. S.. It%oesntmatter | can see that you are
as Dusy as bees./
John:

i) ou sit down rttlease') Mother
I beﬁr

ere In @ minute. She has jus
attene dough on the pastry-board.
Mrs. S.. Il 80 and heIP her. Has she washed
the dishes yet?
John: thank you. She has aJready don
o aHF the wasg ng Iptavejlus Ieaneg
the pots and pans for her./
Mrs. S.: But have the beds been made?/
John: Yes they have been made, thank you.
er(reh/eryhas aIrea§y Paied a et(c){ous
Mrs. S.0 |'ve bfen usy since six oelock myfelf
I've already driven quite a few milles./
John: \I</IV8t tlyo]u ha&/&a cup oef CeLa grvrth us?
tray and I h vh)rtched et fe/
Mrs. S.. That will be refreshrng, thank you.

Repeat in the pauses:—

[11°Listen to thefollowing two sentences :
Mr. Smith bought a farm last week.
Mr. Smith has bought a farm.

Ifwes Mr S ith hou af rm last, week we are
intereste Xn when ebougglhtt e farm.

But if Smith h ht af
o T e o A A A
In thefact that he asboug ta arm

ow answer the. following questions .in the
af#\‘rmatrve .e. begin your a?r %rs Wlﬂt ‘yes” —

Example: Have you readé at%ook

ave r
Did you rea ok last year?
Yes, )1 read the booﬁ fast year.
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Now do the following:—

Ha& MF@ gmrtp rugn trtrheed%%(réoolrlast night?

Haa/e uunﬁJ efrontdro]orearluthrsmornrng7
agt emarg urned up this mof ning?

mal turn up gster ay?
et ey ma et
the m the s yesterday morning?
Answer the Iowrng qu strons In the negative,

I.e. begin your answer with “no” —
Example: Have you done your homework?
No, | hayen’t done m ework
D?d yoH our ome%orﬁrvast rlw
nrh ot do my homework last

Now do the foIIowing —

H ou switched on the kettle yet?
a(mo/u switch or& the ket le fast n¥ght°
3 other aeae
mother a ea cake last Friday?
3mot er put the cups on the tray?
mot & put the “cups on the tray this
morning ?

| am now gorng grve you a numberI of
sentences. You ar eg fo change ehm
according to the words or phrases given aftert
sentences.

Here is an example:—

| use a camera.
esteritay | used %camera
Several times ... | have used a cameral several times

Now _do he followi
Mrs. Jones washes ﬂe d?s es

LT
R L1

Does he switch on the kettle?
D OO
A little while ago
The servants turn up.
TR
T Y
We don't have breakfast.
] Y
Yesterday moring .o
Myfriend doesn't write to me
LASEJANUATY coovvvvervvcnnneennsssneessssensssssesssssseensns
SINCE CAMISIMAS .ovvvvvvsvvvssvvsssisssnssssisssesssnsssenns



