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Abstract

More than a decade after the demise of apartheedSbuth African nation is one still partitioned dgep social
and cultural rifts. Carved through decades ofrdisioatory and exclusionary practices, these fangl continue
to hound the country’s efforts to grapple with thenumental task of articulating a unified natiocléracter and

set of values.

Alongside other longstanding cultural institutiothg@t have continued their life in South Africa’ssp@partheid
political dispensation, Johannesburg’s Remembr&@weday ceremonies stand as locales that must wriestl
legitimacy and relevance in a redefined landscaperformed since the 1920s to both mourn and hotimse

who gave their lives to the nation in armed cotdlidthe Remembrance Sunday ceremony, in presethimg
legacies of those it identifies as the ultimatespaifications of the nation’s goodness, is an ingtn that aims to

embody and replicate the values to which a commuasipires.

While the ritual’s aim has remained unchanged stheel920s, the country’s transition to democraay shaken
the certainty of its mandate, and has presenteditlit a quandary: while the name ‘South Africa’ rens the
political community to which it refers has inextatdy changed. This shift — entailing the rejectidrihe national
history represented by the ceremony for many decatle emergence of new ideals incongruous withyzdaes;
and revised understandings of ‘goodness’ and feerithat threaten to estrange the ceremony’s stengling
constituents — has meant that the event’s suriiv8louth Africa’s distant futures is dependent lo& megotiation
and identification of practices that begin to bedgpcial rifts, of narratives that attempt to inmega common

world.

Relying on Warner’s theorisation of ‘publics’ arigétcirculation of public discourse, as well asiethodologies
of cultural studies and anthropological enquirtbss study has worked to document and analyse delsdarg’s
Remembrance Sunday ceremonies — and their trarstiorm— over a period of three years. In doingthke,
project aims to elaborate on the manner by whiehstarch for relevance and legitimacy in a newtypbls been
balanced with the desire to keep a tradition intaat an existing audience captive. As such, itds an effort to
delineate and contextualise the mutations of putiscourse in the process of defining collectiveniities and
common worlds.
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