ABSTRACT

The Post-colonial era trade relations between Europe and Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)
countries has been regulated by a number of economic cooperation agreements, namely the
Yaoundé, Lomé, and Cotonou Conventions to the current Economic Partnership Agreements
(EPAS) that had recently been concluded in the ECOWAS and SADC sub regions respectively.
The EPAs negotiations have been marred with challenges particularly in Africa; with many
countries having responded by not signing Interim EPAs and Nigeria has also stated they will not
be concluding the EPA. Nigeria and South Africa have responded to the current negotiations in
differing ways nonetheless their responses were somewhat similar. This study will attempt to
understand and systematically explain Nigeria’s and South Africa’s positions on the EPAs
negotiations process. In order to gain the understanding the study investigates whether EPAS
negotiations stalled due to the influence and/or responses of Nigeria and South Africa? The factors
involved in the negotiations that may explain the responses. What consequences the principle of
reciprocity has on the responses Nigeria and South Africa? This research is going to be desk
research using process tracing to systematically analyse the development of the negotiations
between the EC and ACP countries particular attention being afforded to Africa and the resulting
responses by Nigeria and South Africa. Some of the findings are that in the case of South Africa
the principle of reciprocity was not a major factor in shaping South Africa’s responses to the
negotiations, whereas the opposite holds true for Nigeria. Regional integration played a major part

in the case of Nigeria.





