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™o meselution of this conflict has solwed only one
problem, snd thet 4n the faot of the people of Matumanemg
residing in Jobere's sxen But mot oving alleglance to him.
Thle 15 no longer the onoe, but the matier of interplounghing
vemadns. Jobeow regurded tiwe ‘maclasation’ of the lande at
sresent plonghed Yy Vatets®s people o the esst of the river
as o fisal phese fn hls programe of political wd tewwl~
toris) futegration. In 1067 he lreusht o onse against
Hatete fur pleushing lomd, %o the east of the bowndary, that
wes mot hde owm. In feot Matete pewsonelly wao only ome of
those po ploughing, Yut the esee wae browscht agninet him se
hmmmmmunwmuthm
ing Land uoe. anmmm
mmmmtmwmm-nm
owazs € the cese ond Meteto wee onderad to wiithdrew, le
mmmnmmamummmme
farther Jagel sction. Motobe woe now tived of those pro=-
coedings wnd know that he could mot win, e thexefore
maamawwmummm
the onse ngeinet hin. Jobere agrwed, but in Apedd 1966 hw
mnwau:;muzmm.muwu.
MMMtMQMAWWNMVWM.
mwvmuymmmmmmmwm
was asboldens’ o sentimue plenching on Miliod's edde of
tmm.mmmunuuaomumum.
Fabathe hes not purwned the ease aminei hin.



ViAATHGANL was appointed by “oshoeshoe 1 a8 headm: over the
whole of the tokhoihony Valley o~ well as over
& large area surrounding it.

IPLALA and his line follownd Sekomyuna to Yutaticlo and
thenee to mthing whers they remained in apite
of gppeals to refuwrw to the hesdusnehlpy after
Yimbathoana's desth,

POLIA e NOVESELR wexe *Mabathcans'e seoond and third born
sons, after Letlalu, but neither suoceoded
becsuse (nominally) they wvere levitiniued
after thelr father's marisge to hie ssocond
e, whose chlldven took precedence.

RAMAND, sucoseded *sbethoann, tut gave the area wnder dle-
cusalon (okholdoeng da Milisd) to his young-
or wobhex rhilipi. (Lgnowing for the mowm-
ent Ww legel dlgute.)

PEMANR left ohickhong ard went to llve in the mountains.

VEILLT wae the £lrst heafuer of $he aree sudee pently nomed
after hir,

RADOERTDSERE, Lelng “Milip1%s meniey son, vould hove wuo-
osacded nin fathor, but maedececced nim,

VIABLTIGAR S, son of Mateshatashe, vun hee roers old when
Milipd Gled, and he won the rightful hedr.
e Alnd ot %oe age of elxtoen, however, and
314 not suvcesd to the Deadosnship.

HARG L, seocond son of milipd, ales predeceased hin futhor.
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JJIERE, eldoat e of Maoene 0@ nezt in line af'ter
tabathonnn, btecane hoodsan at the age of
olgiiden, Johero died Im 1965 and waua sue-
couded dv hic vife.

PUILIY, vaxt L liwe olter Jobere, iives in Johannesh.ug
with his son, w0 that neltwr aw considered
roalistle chodove for the headwnstdp.

HOTIIRLY, the byother after ™ildy 12 & villagw head on the

plataon: to the south of Mokhakhang, Sinoe
he has established hiwself seguroly in that
aves and {g the it hand mun of the soting
chiaf, 1t wma thought undee te lring hin
down ty the vulley.

T, aom of Votebole, was regaeded by Jobere 28 a sultable
and adoguate wuocoassr, Aftar Jobhore's
dacth, however, the *rabstucass tinsnen decided
agednat Jopeph, much to She chugein of his
fathor Motehel .

CAIRICE, and hie sons cone uext in the line of wuocusaion.

e Lo not well liled in fodhokhoag, hovever,
aad wio song axe satill to0 youuy.

JAllEs, who comes last in lime, i: established in Johzmneshuwrg,
aad 1y therefore ineligibdle,

AARATHC was chosan an "acting heedzan', since 1t was felt

that she !mew the poople and the area and hed
the necopsary ability. Afler har doath the
hosl unehip vill rovert to “aces's line.

lJoers is thue a carotaliing position wilch
corvies full hecdmenttdp stetus.
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ihe purpose of hds sectlem fo Bograghical, 1a
commmily of the alze of Tekuoichang the poliliccl proccss &e
strongly Influanesd by ¥w doslunt personalitios of tae
tinee ho headoun, although hias oiflce w0 luonger ceyelesa
the political power of fomar tiwe, covaples the wast Highe
Iy poidtialead statuy in the cosandly. Virtually all pole
itical csvities coaverge, cocned on later, aa hism, fur gt
ia tig job to metaln the peece wnd send the fouds and ihde
this capacily ha oatoew, o L4 Jvan in%, virtrlly eveay
confliet lurgrr than fanily disagressente.

A mowo forw:l dlsove v o edianshily Lo Tess
erved for & later cusptor.

Jobeze ‘rabatioom wos lecdman in Mokhokhong for fifty
yoars, of which Madatho alawed the .t twenty as his wife.
She bug now beca soting neadmen for e yoar. hwiyr cune
uitoent te, or &t least Luvolv.uent in, this 28lc wus thero-
foxe consldexedle %, virdtue of lsng agsecintivn, and w9 Io-
tnforced by tho absence of addlilcnal rSlcs such a8 ve Doxe
sally awallelle to Raothn of thodr ago. 4All Jobere's sons
by bis grevicus wife luw died, his deughters had servied and
ot aowo, @il labatho bowv no children, deuce the »dle
that moat people look ferwerd tw in toedir old ago, that of
hecfs of lavge fandliew, wos closed to the ‘rabathoenas.
In feck, gratlfying a6lee of wy kind witain the Lirahlp
systen wore wavallable {0 the abathowas buocuse although
Jobere was velated by blood and maxriage to ajwosh all of
the tireee andred mecbers of hin commmity, moct of “nse
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tios were quite distunt und did not affwd hin o closs 88000~
dation with othars as & kinsma. 1 meciion these points Le-
conse 1t 12 quite ressonable to ask in G context of Mokhokhong
Soday Wiy wyens should want 0 cocyy & »le o8 uarewsrdiag
a3 she hoad anship. Jobexo and ‘abatho lwve both explicitly
vondared whether thelr ’_ cusbeaney & worth all the troubls 1%

beings,

Jobore was bown iz 1901 and wes the flauy of {iv» Wothwrs,
s grendfather wae Pniliyy, Gw firet healown of okhokhong.
1 have deacribed certain of the political events that took
place dwring Muilipi's regiue, the xesults of which wore & part
of Jobere's heritige, but there was anoller part wiich I have
not yot montioned, which, accerding to current épiniecn in
Hokhokhoog, was of great loportance in Jobere's 1ifs. ‘This
ves the definition of the headomnghip as given by Padlipd.
Concrete inforsotion on iailipl is soarce. ‘o died in 1918
s0 that only = fow aged and often not vy lucid inforwsuts
reenbor his at sll. Sose of wy inforsation comes from a
written test which I comnissioned from ar old man, ¢ com of the
late ward ohdef, vho ola’ ~ %o have known Mllipl Intinetely.

Milipi is sadd to have hd an outstanding reputation for
his kmowviedge of the lav and for his skill in settling disputes.

e was often aaked to aseist neighbouring ehiefs in thelir
delibvernfions on difficult cones. o was appotuted tux colleot-
or for ihe whole of his owperior chief's wuad ~ o highly
regponsible Job at o time bafors censuses and goneral avire-
nees of the noomosity for receipts, In 1700 he
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Wd appoliiied 0 Lae dasute setionud (ouncil. o also
gouieved coue rensve for bis herd of pure-bawd adlk cows,
for tiweo wore virtually wusown i lesothe et the time,

Aasy e baxagidps boday Dave u entizely undistinguished
slatory, Wt Mdlisd eatebliched the he Suamshin of Nokholheng
28 & yoeatigicus and pouorful offise with a aatlomal sep=-
utztian. It war into thls mantle that Jobare stagped when
he zuceasded hic grandfathsy in 191E,

decause of Jobere's youth his grondeotter, the widow of
Philipt, Caostushebasie, was oypoinied ‘usciing hesdcan', woe
il ovel tiae as Jobere should o maturs ensugh to unfertake
the Quties of the heoaduanatly hingelf. Lo Jobewe departed
sod b Eed, leaving hls srandaother % continme in the
tradition of new ‘wobond, which, secording to ny adaltsedly
soanty inforzaticn, ahe 4id with xecemnadle efloctivensse.

The delegaticm of sutharidy YW 2 headuen to & kinmsan
or to his lotena™ f2 wall eetublished jn tasdition, for
headnay feel the esonontle evguiaion %o g0 cul 0 woek wosk
in the Jere wy that everyone oles doew. ™o deputy
earrior an 211 the routine fumetions of the headmunebip,
mch ea gonfuotins court haorines, nitons, -1icnoating lend,

ot ., dut noroally the maltor deaimione Somoeening sugh

— T e
w e teaditiond offioial wose Muty fa to aselst the
hoedsnr and to reprosend he In Ms desnsc.
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matters as bowwdary disputes with neighbouring hesdmen,
whothor and vhers to fnstall o now yoad, and oo on, will be
bold over uatil the retwrn of tue headuan himself. In
cases of esergency bhe may be ssicwl (o come home to solwwn the
problen, or his deputy, if sufficiently literate, mey weite
to him to ask for instructions.

Jobere bad a Std. € ocducetion, and was thuo able to
Jousand & ‘vhite collar Job' as clerk on the mines, uiile
eermug {ron lekhokhons labourod at menial tasks oa the
uines, on farme, in wondeipaiities er in industey. o was
botter paid, more respected and freer to look out on the
~dwm world and enjoy some of its benefits than his con~
patetlots, who were scarcely literate, could not understand
inglish, rod therefore remaioed cut off frou cthe coumapole
itan life sround them.

Jobwee worked at various clerical and sscll aduinie-
trative jobs ia South Afrdca w’'il 1540 whan he joined the
rdtish arwy, as &id many Besotho, and ‘went up lexth',
e spent time in licrth Africa, the /iddlo Last and Italy,
soe of 1t a8 & prisoner of war,

In 1940 he wos repatriated, and retwmed hone to find
his grandeother sick and feedle. lar dutios were being
exsouted by hio *Jotong's Jobere therefore decided to reo-
nain ot home, or at leart near “waw. o wis now forty aix
yours of age. lils wife bad bomn hin five children, and
eight years previously he had been 'gasettod'™ as a headnan.
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Theoe factors were positive inducenmonts for him to vemain in
leeotio. In 154E lamatsobeteede died and slomd taneously
Jobero's wife booamo sericusly ill. A diviner suld that an
affine of Jobare's, vhoeo hushand hed died in the war,
wanted Jobexe for hersell, and thevefore hed given boer with
ovil medicine in it %o Jobare's wife. This vas Qemon=
strated to the satisfaction of all precent when the siek
vonitted snd produced o bundle of rinews lmow: wa *lesika’
which had caused Uw damege. 't 4t was too late. Just
bafore her deoth Jobore's wifo told him that on no sccount
wuse o paxry the woman who had trectod her beer, but that
fastead he should mmery Agnes Mabatho Fobe, & aingle woman
of agual sducation to himeelf, and belonging to & respected
family in o nearby village. They were sarcied later thoat
Jour.

Aftes o briof period with & land surveying teas in
levotho, Jobere becuwsw o court clerk, a post vhich set hia
on & career whioh lad to his appolntoent a8 a president of
local cowrta in various poris of Lesotho, and ultimately am
procident of the appeal court at ‘afetong, vhich dealt with
appesle from three local cowts. e retirved from this
position in 1967, and established hinself permacently in
Tokholhong.

Iy the time of his retirement Jebere’s soms had all
diod, the lest in o wine scoldent. lisbatho had borne no
ehildzen, his was one of the major diseppoiniuents in hie
life. lio once sadd to & roup of villagers gathored at his
house: “I have no children, 1 do not work for syeelf, for
1anold, nor do I wark for an heir., It s fur you that I
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wa sponding ny life wd oy money”. In epite of this clenent
of deapalr Jodhere carriod cut his duties wiilh goeal energy
and determiantion.

I have sentionod the 'maitle’ which Jobere inherited
. from his grendfather. 1he oet of expectations which

) ilipd had budt wp iz hio lwmwmbency of the headuanghip
| vere on the whole resmndly wel: “ulfilled ty Jobere.
Madlipi's daixy howd was an indicadion of his undersy ading
and mastery of modern econoulo yractice, and & aymbol 7 his
wemberabiy of a wmach larger commanlity that that of Fokhold g,
Jobome too, thrwugh his wolovenant of responaible and
prestigious positicas in Jouth Lfrice @ in lesotho hed
proved hinself an adept in the white wea's culture and & nan
of vide exrwience. Jobere was cartainly the wealthiest
man in fokbokhong end used modern agricultural wethods.
But pertups Mildpi’s wost cutstanding and well-rexecbered
charsoteristio, and one on vhich all my inforounts are
agrood, was his imowlodge of and skill ia €. .owe Many
hours of observnilon at Jobewe's court und detuiled exsmination
of casos in which he wae involved, stowed that he had eppar-
ontly inherited his grudfather's adeptoese, and that sweh
of hio political etrenyth lay i his fommideble reputation
as & legal advorsury. lany of ay informunts told me that
taay were dofinitely deterred fron comuitting actione which

they knev would provoke him bocsuse they know that 1f the
sattor cave to court, Jobere's own or a higher, they would
atand very little chanoe of wucoess agningt hin, Reconds
of the series of cases in wilen Jobere and ‘atete confronted
one another show how earefully Jobere would prepare his
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argurentic and assenble his vitnegses, and with whatl rathless
asourie; he would plok holee mud find contradictlions in his
eppanent’s came. Jobere vae elearly b howe in tho court
situation and appeared, boih Ln the recards and in person,
to enjoy legel confromtation. (s adversariss were nor-
sally svioward and inarticulate bWy comparison, failings which
Jobere utilised to the Nl in destroying their case and
substantiating his own.

Athough Jodere's legel axpertise gawe hin o conciderabis
oeaoure of coarcive power over his sublrota, 1t aleo gener-
atod 2 certaln rosontvemt cmomg those who thought they hed
valid caome dut who oomld nmot uphwold thor against his,

There is & real Qictinction to e drwmun botween this type of
situation snd one in which political strungth iz dased on
concougus, for dependable support is diffiecult to guaromtee
vhore the dasis for complisnce Lo cosxeder. Uz the other
hanl Jobere's autheritoriun bobaviocur was ¢ . = apprecinted

by those o hed 1o special axe to grind wy .. time, olice
1t conformed with the traditionsl expeotatice.  and mainvained
o degree of peuce and predictabllity in cenamaily relations.

The final parallel 1 wish to draw between PhAlipL w.®
Jobere cougsrne thelr inwolwewsent in mational politice. I
have sentioned that Muilind wan appoinisd to the lational
Counell whioh woo set up to deal with astionsd aoffelrs in
conpultation with the colonlnl govornmaut. Jobeww assioted
the pregent ‘rime Minister, (2def Jomathan, to set up the
Dasutolond lational Party in 1956, which was montioned at
Jobare's fuwral Ly the Jrime linileter's vepresentative and
recognisrd by a cach contridution towards the cost of swying



aasses for tue decensod.

Fabatho was born in 1920 iu a villuge about two mdles
to the eaat of Jolkhokhang. ar father we o relatively
wonlthy sad oducated man who sent Mo % achool at first in
lesotho wod later in Netal at Mariannhill, vhere she went as
far ae 0%, 8. Until her meariage she worked in Maseru
vith & vomen's group making hndlorofis, 2o & poimazy echool
Seacher, and also ax  come time at o helplag her Lother.
e a8 twemty oight vhan slw married. e wont to
Johawe sduxg to Wy eerialn paxris of hur ticussoun ead thore
vis o ubdteo wadding.

Vabatho came to her busdand's houseloll as & mature,
and volutively well-sducated wnd travelled womsn with a awe=
bexr of ideas of her own shout how things sught to be nene
“wed, On one level € fore she wao har lmeokmnd'c peer
and he often sought hex wice on prectical matters ush as
how %0 phrame & letter, the ;recise memning of A wxiiten
mesengr, caloulations of quantitise and costs of oonl axd
fertilizer, hov to ool & mupy sade YW Tw. Ttevens, ud 90
on. Im this way she wan drought into the wealn < etdnane
ship affairs, Wut in o periphoral »8le,. Jobare 4 never
oonsult hor on the broader iscuen of the headwy ... . uch
as the sottloment of disputes and the allesatic ‘uauds.
o the time of his death sho wus in complete 1y wowue of
his finunolal eituation,

In the mejority of houueholds in lokhokivay; the »8le of
mother takws preesdence, in « certain sense, ovar the »8le
of wvife. It 1o as a sother that a woumon echicves full
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0o0optanod na a wife., Ashiten (1967:66) quoten with sp-
proval Ddeterlen who wrote 1n 1912 (9,49): "One marrics her
in osder thot ahw may atvndaetly pcoomplish the functions of
materndty rather than tu find heppiness vith her or to glive
berr any,". Befere she has childves, wnlooe bor Insbond e
sosent at work, hor sohere 67 autherity i+ very emall., e
mokoz all the major cecislons conoerming the domseotic eson-
ay anl other inturmal arrangonents, an wel) as regulating
extrudonentic melationships. He will net porsally ovasult
wa s lirg wife on matters of wmy importince vhatever. Wth
the birth of hew firot child, Lowwwver, & womem establishes a
docwin of her own An which tiw huabend has very lisdted in-
flucnoe, but at the some time he hoe o great intewest in the
welfare of nis childven., J‘csordingly the status of a wife
is Lmensely incresced when she has chiléres, (e she has
then oatablished a 'honse’ within which she 1o the main
holdor of suthority. ihe then has & right to bdo conoulted
W oo asband on all matters relating to the affalre of her
ABU o

1 have made this Aigression in oxder to show thot
Vabatho's relaticnshi) with hor mshand was wmeoal, She
had no children and thevefore did not qualify for the e
apect and gutonony granted to wothers. In addition, hew
fallure to praduce an hedr for hed hushend was made more
sarious because the succession to the headmanetdp vas ine
volved. On toe othor hand “abatho's abllity to comprehend
lwre lwsband®s problens and W give practical cavice on tham
vas a valuable asset wvhich gave her an influence not norw
mally enjoyed by wwen.
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a000ptenoe aa a vif ), fehden (1967:66) quoten with ap-

urovel Ddeterlen eho wpote in 1912 (0,49): "One murrigs her
in onder thet sho may alrndantly acoomplish the Daoetions of
motemdty rathar than to Find heppiness with her or to givwe
hor any.''. Sefers who han cidldees, wnless her meboud ie
abvant ot woxde, he wrbee & et a0ifty 1o vexry ecall. e
aaken all the major decisionm osneeving the demestic evon~
aay aal obwer intemmal avrangesents, an well as regulating
cximedososiie velation pu. o will not aormally consult
wi v e vils om mottore of any fsportance vatover. \Vith
twe birth of hex firet child, howewer, & woumen setabliches a
dozoin of her owa An shich the msbend has wery linited ire
Fluence, bt at the scne tine he boe 2 great intevest in the
wellare of hic children. Accoxdingly the status of & wife
ie laseusely incivased whwu she has ohildeen, for she has

e a entablished & ‘house’ withdn wiiloh che 1a the nain

heldor of suthority. She then har o right to deo consultod
by her Bustend oo all matters welating to the affaire of her

[RECTINC Y

1 have nede this dlgreeaion in ordex to show thot
Vabathe's selationaady with hor waband wes wmenal,. Ghe
had 6o ohildven snd Sevefore 344 not qualify four the ve-
spet cnd gutoncay grantd %9 mothers. In addition, her
failurs to produce au helr for her Msband woe made more
sarivwe bocause the suovession to the headmenstdp vas ine
volved, (m the othor hand Mabuto'a abllity to comprehend
her hushand®s problemt and (0 give pasatical edvice ca them
vias @ valusble asset wvhich gave hor an in"luonce not nors
mally cajoycd by wemen,
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1 shall deseribe in o detail 4n later chapter: how
Habatho established hbeow organisations jo the coumamity and
usod these as foruns within wtlch to exereldss hexr influsncs.
The yosr befode I began receerch in o corvmmity she had
eotablished & butchexy and Leer selling enturprise in one of
the villages. ‘e had oomstructod o woll-taxroocd vegotadble
gaden, over WO acces in axtentd, in which she grew & lagw
varloly of vageloblos and fPrudi “wwos, Pw sold the sur-
plus to her nelghbours snd %6 geople fres the medighbouring
oo i ties.

At searly all tises Mabatho hus had yeuwsy non sud glxds’
woricdig in her house and assieiing her with her garden, an.
this has further roduced the Jomestio dewands on hor time.
Of all thes women fa Mokhoithong che 1s probally the least
Sound Wy the mormal axdugws dally routlne, which occuples
sout other women with tagks such 2 fetellng waber, firevood,
and widd vogatadles, wnd witk guseping, cocking and losking
alter chdldre.

Y0 sum wp, them, Mabatho's posltiion Aiffered from that
of othar women in Vekhokhwn; in thres ma)-r respecis: ehe
had more aeducation and wider expexience; abe lacked chile
dreng end she had volatively moxe time to Mersalf. The
Laygorianse 2 these factore wi.l onery: «& the discusaion of
labatho a8 headlman jroguad..

Aftar Jobere's funeral Mebatho confined herseif to her
house and did no work Yo & won®:, s wie reguired of
her by custon . Veriows female affines come t0 assiet hex

® Some axe hived by her whille others are the childven of poor
rolativec.
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during thiz period. Iife in the commmity was also muted
durins this tioe. Thore wers no oourt hewrings or public
meatinge of many kind, wm beer drints were fow and poorly
attenled. Feople tended %o reanin quietly nt home wathor
than %0 visit one another as fo commen at this time of year
whan thews 1¢ litile agricultaral woeek., Yt iz almost ime
rousible to describe (v aomoreta tewar tho atmosphere which
rovallod in Mektmikhong et this time. & was not a time
for intorviewing wd few peopls folt like inforal conver-
sation.

Although Joberw was not universally liked he was gen-
erally vespected ond even feared. lticud guantion he was
the 'biy mun' lo e commmily «ad his death wasz & major
ownt. Sverybody lmev hat nane of the poosible succosaors
o ds posiilos oould play ae »dle 25 he had., Jobere know
At 00, and Just before ne diod be peedictod that the head-
aanshiy wrnildd dio soon ol taxr hlwm,

About a momth after the Numeral the sonier men of the
Vabathogna descant grown, the 'ouners' of ths heeadmanshiv,
assenbled in Hoihokhong to sprolat & new headsan, In the
abgence of « son of tae hesdumon it 1o custouney to appoint
the wldow as "acting hosdman' L€ iv Jo fell that she oan ad-
oyuately digcharge tho dutien of the position, The
‘iabathosnus docdded that . whathe's quelificutions were suf-
fiolont and thoy mmeunced their decleion 4t (o lamge pites
wislolr had wssenbled (o boar wio was W e apoointed and to
acoepl ox opposs Lie wouinee. (nd  w dissenting voice
woe heard - that of the village maduan, who sald that Mebatho
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vas &n outeidey, o *Julu' and ehould therefore be rejected.
iis objection was ignored but as I shell make clear in the
firal chapter, At wsug propltic.

The final aot in the i-stallation of labatho was for
the 'rahathosnas to take hey to the ward chief at St.
siichael ‘e, to present his wvith su ox wnd to request hia to
ingette her name as the rightful successer to her husbard,
This duty wai emtruciud to Motebele *!abathounc (see Cengale
Oy 1) but to this day, fifteen monihs later, It lLas net
boen currisd cut, Tho medn yecson 1o thal otobele had
beon expecting bds son, Josepl, to W spcinled as Jebawe's
sucopssur, Jobare hed In fasl told me soue monlis Lefore
kis death that he wauled to poopars Joasph s Lis suscesser.
Singe this is & fector uhlch contridutes siguficatily to
Nabatin's prweent lnsecurity it is worth explor.ng &« Littde
fuwetaex.

Jobare had appointed Motebele ss o sub-“~~"un over obn
area on the plutesu to the couth of the wvelley during the
19%0%, After the death of Chief lebamung in 1766 Motelele
vags agyolnied as Jglons to the ehiof's widow, uio succeedod
bor husbord as coling chief. Since the old lady was Wink
Hreabelo bocunn gg faGig obilef, conlusting {ie alfules of
the cdeftalashiy in her newe, (lo couldd nover, of Courne,
begane the legal calel ecuuse Lo was not genwslogically
eligisle,) wn Jobere lafornd him that he would 1ike
Joseph to cone wad otay lu Moliwihwag te lown the wys of
tho headmanally otebele pepliod that he had no inteution of
senddng hic son, Vo 16 & yolicemsm, %o docsme o ‘servant’
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in the bhoeasshinld of his wis.

Whtle “stebole's deelsion was undersiandatle en economde
grounds, aloce Jobs as polfoenman ars nel saslly asquired, it
was taotically wwise sorr ome who winted his san to sucosed
to the heoadmanahdy in Volholhwus, v senlor "Vabathoonas
thavefore decided not t0 appoint Wiz ou the ounds of his
laok of experisnce and his ignorance of looal probloms. IS
12 at Jsaet possills thet had hes undergone the peelinary
s pecmticeahdy suggeate! Yy Jobaro, Lo would haove boen &p-
pointod headman, with abathe ating far ads wiiile he een-
Shamod with: hio yelice wark.

e Geoh of e Sovm e

The villagen of ha Mapetle ond 'afercseng e alweedy
eatabliohed whan MLl “abathouna was plasssd ia
Sekhokhong Lo 16800, Y ddsplacad & povwartpestvicken inlive
ddval who wes living in Magekalorang and ocoupied his two
ats; but the village that spreng uwp arewnd hin vae naned
after we original inhubltent ~ for the word *Magakaluneng'
menns ‘the pleos of poor people’ - iu spite of the fact that
e yulatively wealtly shdlipd flourished in this plooe.

Thowe of the four villagee of Molhwihen: e thezefore
of smoiont standing, The fowrth, Mhotoceng, was ¢Ctabe
ahod ey In 1957 to cater Por newegomors an? for the
oeverflow of mavied sons wheo cculd not, or 4. not wish to,
find sattctle Mallding eltes ncor the homestesds of thodr
f&ﬂnu. Ta the last your 2 fow peoplo have veguosied and
beens allocated sites in $he previcusly vnixhabited ares $0

* mmmmamp:, al end.
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the sottli-gant of agakedanen it thioc soons to bo mainly
for sheinl »eapong, the amplicants waluin sAvagy absve

comtiguity, and fioding even the selatively spacicus layout

Ha Vanetls

the origzinal Mapet)
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1 o have bolomeed to o of
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those Loand grovns whish fled bafore the sdvarce of Chakn,
One faforvent says Mavetie hroucht with him the gkill of
iron wortring aod usod to producs hoes and apears {rom the
suplting of a local stena, althoush T knov of ne such stane

in the axe

aeSia mareiod locally, estadbliched two houses, and

toh {a ot111 well repremmtad in “okheihg "o wee e
.,:.w‘-"..v,q | n t vaed  aom " " A o 2 u_. nd men 24 Y ': o . )L
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as "bad luck®, cr cltehoralt, o move usually both.

¥ nev duildings have beon arected in ha Mapetya for
sy years. It 4o o plece of widowe and small children.
Of all the villages it ie the mosi coopaot and the mout
homogenvous kinshipwise. Jome people ooy they ¢o not like
Hapetjes to emter thelr houses lest they lwing the epirit of
their misfortune with them. Lilowise, ha Mapetja attrsote
rolatively few visitors. I once asked, if Yapetjos have
this kind of reputation, de not young men aveld the deughters
of the place? I was told that the old people make special
nodicine to divert the young wen's attention from this
festure. In fact, no cases of spinsters being left on the
shell sre recalled.

In spite of ite antigquity, thewefore, ho Mupetjs is not
prominent in ccomumity offairs. Jartly this mey be asoribed
to its reputation, wiich is conncoted, probubly as both
canse and resuls, with ito lsolation and emospeulation, and
partly 1% 1o due "o the laok eof matwro men.

sdalrnl,

The position of Hatumameng was, wntil 1050, asbiguous.
T pecple gove theldr allegiance to Matete, wnd yet wore
pigeioally established in the aves of /hilipl (and subsequant-
1y Joboze) "Mabathosnma. Before Milipl was pleced in
Hokhokheng, howevor, the descenduwnts of lehali. (ees Censale
ogy 11) were living in Motusanong. Today the descendants of
those wncestows cocprice 10 out of 25 families lMving in
Fatumneny, end rogari thusselvue as peuber of a einglo
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