
GATEWAY INTO A CITY
A TRANSPORT INTER-

CHANGE IN VEREENIGING
Paulo Sousa Neves da Silva

0603527A

This collage was made by using 
images taken in Vereeniging. It is a 

visual conception of a gateway entry 
into the city

proposed 
site

This drawing was part of my initial investigations into Vereenig-
ing. It is a visual narrative of  the most commonly used form of 

transport, the mini-bus taxi. The Taxi journeys from the Sebokeng 
taxi rank to the Vereeniging Train Station and back again.

The on looker becomes a passenger in the taxi and experiences  
the taxi ride I  took.

Drawing author’s own



This research report is an exploration of the public arena of a transport inter-
change in Vereeniging’s urban centre, and the opportunities created within 
a zone where many people of different backgrounds converge and interact. 
Therefore document looks at various forms of transport converging on a single 
node and how best to integrate these into a single zone where all can feed off 
one another and enhance the experience within the public transport realm it-
self.

The divisions of race, class & income cannot be wished away in Vereeniging, 
therefore the urban context of the inner city needs to be addressed (this indi-
rectly affects the mindsets of the city’s inhabitants). 

The local informal economy, mini-bus taxi industry, bus services and rail have 
each appropriated responses to overcome the obstacles of segregation. The 
entrenched presence of the local informal economy and mini-bus taxi indus-
try and its legal conflict with formal urban systems further fuels their indepen-
dence. This still young newly found independence can mature in an urban in-
tervention in which new rules of engagement are charted and a new tradition 
in the built environment begins. 

Therefore a gateway is a metaphor for the integration of public transport 
modes into a point of convergence at an urban movement node. It is also here 
at the threshold of this gateway, in and out of the city, that trade is best exploit-
ed and social engagements have the highest potential. It is not about erasing 
but rather reassembling a viable urban future, through learning from and work-
ing within the given conditions. 
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