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Fach gama has & mem attached, vhich ks a grest agaret never
4o be divalged, Host goma are traditional, having been handed

| f down from time immemorial, but Very often new ones are invented,
espacially for semi-public dencing displays and since different

agE-groups on drsas may bring with them their own digoma, there

poy be a wildly competitive element in these 3isplayBe

% good example of the galla a8 a drsmatic enactment with a e
meaning or lesson attached is the mime-ghow of two girls in the
khoba (pubsrty} initiation, cne aith a cloth passed betwesn the

legs like the Zadn covering of a wany the other representing &
woman. They dance on their haunches facing each otber, the fman®
with = lighted fipebrand held between the legs, the womEn with a
gioth over the atomach which makes her lovk pregnant. Thig elelre

1y illustrates the conseguences of the sex act. Another dance
gongists of wovements in which the thighs are kept cloge Hogether
and legs sometimes crossed, symbobic of the manner in which mafe
advanees ¢an be prevented from becomdng dangerodie

Some Ajgonms in the yyall fertility ault consists of playe 7
poting in which ihe value bo- socledly of certain foods is emphasiz=
ed, Knlagwa is 2 g0 in which the men puild a platform or nest :
in a murilg tree. In this ig secreted a man 4ith a large supply
of the wnripe fralt. At & given signal the women and initiates
oome 8lowly edvancing towsrds the tree ginging magavatho songse
As the women dance in a cirele around the tree, murnla fraits

which they pick ub, rain down upon them. Later the initiates are -

sede also to dance around the tree. Another gopa consisid in
taking the initiates 4o & certain kind of termite heap on wnich &

nole has Deen made and ash and coals {nserted. Each one is
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roguired to put her hands into the hole while the song tints are

© taken out and collected for the chief initiate', is sungs These

. termites ars comsidersd & great delicacy, form an important source

of velish during the rainy sesson and must be 'bitten' by the queen
or distyict head hefors others may partake of them.

Digoma thus vary from laws and secret objecte to mumméeries ‘ : |
and dramatic emactments. Some are less imporsant than olhers, one ' B
of . their functions being thst of providing entertainment, a8, for
examplie, the dsncing of vghwera men in glaborate grass costumes,

" a1l over the countryside during the vyali-vulwera, Others are

great secrsis never 4o be witnessed by the wninitiated. But &
goma mey be more than thiss it can alsoc be a god. The greatest
of all digeomg are the gamand dpums which, as we have seen, are
jocked ppox as gods and are thought to be pleasing %o the sneestorss )
guidajane eve also digoma end the xnowledge that their part is |
played by old men initiated into the cult does not appear 4o
ﬁetraeﬁ%hi’h from their imporiance in the eyes of those that are .‘m
the gpecret. A goma tbat pules the whole couniry while it is in "
evidence is khiudogans, peferred Lo also as the great Bird, rulling
gpirit of the vyali=vohwers, which 1ike hearly all gigoma is
thought of as condng from a poole

pigema of woumen have to be respected by the men who may nédt
approsch snywhers peax them, A man, who in & pout of drunkeness
gntered when some Women weve displaying dancing digema of the
givls' puberty initiation whils we were In the f£ield, was fined &
hend of cattle by the gueen. Similarly, if a woman approachas Leo

near boys in thelr gomans initiastion she will be beaten seversly
and any undnisted man or woman approaching the circumcision lodge
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may be killed. Digoma mummeries are the beginnings of drama
among the Lovedu. But they aleo provide that element of awe
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in approaching gods so conapicionsly absent from Lovedu encestor
w»arshﬁ.p, 4o which their secrecy to a grest extend contributes.

The W is as much an injtiation inte full adult
status ss it is a fertility cult. Yot interesting as its details
apd remificaticns as a “school" may be, the educational sspects of
this institution can not be entered upon hereo All we can attempl
is briefly to indicate it= general nature and i1s functions as a
Pertility eult., The gyali is of puch great imporiande that during
the year that 1t lasis, 44 overshadows everything else. A1l maa's
attention, all menfs energiss are taken up bY the wyali to which
everything else becomes gubsidiary. Even in the kharo, the orum
of the men, only essential cases are dealt withe. All marriages are

heid ups Anyone having the temerity to teke home a bride during

svali-vukwers must pay a {ine of one head of catile and a goat.
To such an exbent are the attention and interest of the whole

country focussed on +he vyall that no rival ceremonial is tolerated. ".‘

There may be no girls® puberty rites, no dancing other than yyalf
dancing, ne ginging of songe other than those sung in the wyall.

Even the dancing of possessed people is prohibited; a taboo commgnd e~

cated in 1938 to the various posseszing spirits at a largs Lo awell
dance of all the possessed in each arca just prior to ihe opening of
the vyell, when they were ordered not to manifest themselves and
4%e1d that none of the asual taboos of the cult would be cbserved
foy the mext year. It is customary too, for each district head %o
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| to bring o farewsell gosha Gance to the queen before the opening of
the wyall bub thds was omitted in 1938 owing to the lsngih of he
time it would regmire. Tven the spirits are bound by these rules
for no zwidajane may come to the harvest offering during the yesr
of ‘the vyalisvohwera.

The vyali, held slmultaneously by various district heads
is ;j:mceded by a monthSor six week's periecd of preparation in
which inltistes father at the village of the headman every evening
4o be taught soms of the songs they are to sing later &n. The
official opening consists of a religious ceremony, in which the
ancestors of the district head are asked to bless the wyall and a
‘atrengthening’ of the initiates., This Lakes the form of beating
the office bearers with a medicated stick and smearing the body
of sach initiate with the stomach contents and sometimes also the
tall fat of a head of catile or a sheep specially slaughtered Lor
the purpose, From now on the initlation laste for & full year.
Exgept for afgg.;{eiﬂ occasions its zelivities are, however, soniin-
ed to the evening and early morning so that it does not interfers :
with the daily activities of the girls. Furthermore, married
initiates becoms pregnsnt and have their babies even though they
are in the vyall.

The mest lmportant astivity of the yyall coneists in singing
and drumming in the courtyard of the distriet head every evening
and sgain at dawn during the whole period of ths fnitiation.

Some of the songs are related te the stage of the iamitiation,
different stages being characterised by different eongs, others
are praises of the queen and well-iiown district heads) there

. . _ 1 . 4
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48 & eluster of songs assoclaked with the winding up of ihe o
ﬁ:mgiﬁzg eath evening when the courtysrd has to be clozed and again S
4in the esrly norning when the gate is opened, and there are songe
of depision if anyone of the upmarried initiates is seducad

during the yyall periode Host important of all, aré; however,
musgugtho songs begun in about December, but forming the main
festure of the singing after the arrival of the great bird. They
are similalr to lasuzu songs. On special cccasions, throughout

the year, initiates are taken oub into the bush where they are
shown @igema and beaten and quite often there is dencing with
digoma throughout the night.

The ruling spirit of the yyali is, ghuddogane o the great
pird which arrives in about Apell, = it is a gama of the men,
secreted in a spegilal enclosure and seen by women only on mpon=~
1ight nights when it comes dancing into the girls’ gourtyard; bub
{5 black colour mekes it difficult to discern clearlye It
consists of a 1ight, semi-ecircular frams -work, about four feel
high, so that a mn D3y easily orouch inside it., Over this are
put strings of the muga thovn itree (AM@@&%WMQh
have been plaged 1n waie -’ to vecame bhack, and gsurmounting the
whole is a small head crowned with an ostrdch or other feathers
T4 speaks from its enclosure by whistling shrough an instrument
similar to but larger than that used by the zgidajane and made of
the leg bone of cabile. ‘

This Bird vules the whole wyali. It has many pratses used
by the girls in its homour. Coming when it does when the gresn
foods of summer are belng eaten and the grass is long, it 1s the
enbodiment of plenty and has dally to recelve peer ard summer
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feolts from sach initiate. ALl the time It is there everyons ; :f{f
 in the area who meakes beer has to6 bring cne calabash %o iis -

~ enclosuré or else bs iiable to be fined a goat. All this feéd '
is consumed by old men who spend much of their time in the enclog~

ure. Once the Bird has arrived it regulates the vhole procedure

of the wyali. It orders which songs have o Be sung, tells the

girls when to dance; when Lo stop singing, what to do. A% times

14 gets angry and then may stamp oud the courtyard fires when it

dances. Any infringement of the rules of the vyali are raferred

to as breaking the ribs (hu roba le‘gagori)of the Bird, In 1939

one man was fined a goat for beating his wife, ‘You've beaten ny

mutagani (married initiate), the Bird said. Janother, ar important

official in the yyall was fined for swearing ai an initiate who ' _

had made a mistake in her smewers 1o the Pird. From the time of | -

its arrival, the women of the village may not begin stamping in

the early morning before the Bird has made itself heard, end it is

even said that udogane does not like cocks near the village |

because they disregard his precedence by aowing before he has

begun to whistle«
fhe arrival of the Bird in April is preceded by long and

slaborate preparations, For months befare ifs arrival, men have

A

been srecting various enclosurss peside the village - one enclog
gre and hut to house the Bird iteelf, leading inte a large court~
gard in which the singing and drupming of the initiates is 4o take
place once the Bird has arrived. At the far end of the courte
yard is & row of da=barked poles set up in a specially medicated

furrow, tackiug a carefully prepared platform on and arpund which
the initintes stand when einging in the mornings énd evenings.
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T+ ig looked upon by the initiates as a kind of vefuge from the

Bird should he come o near, Bafore this leuslsle stands the

___g;&mm; ahrine of the wyali, a long medlcated pole of mysusy
pices) Porking at the top end into a cirelet of

bra{nahsas nound this pele 4 ecircular mound has been built,

coptaining a river stone like many religious shrines, Here it is
that the initistes have to stand when conversing with the Bird.
Besides the anclosure, there are other preparations for the
arrival of the Bird, From February and Mar~™. when the grags is
long encugh, bandoliers of (Mariscus sp.) lekate rush to be worn
by the initiates once the Bird has arrived, are woven, dancing
skirts of a special kind of reed gtrung together in plieces about
an ipen long are made, and pointed rlat pleces of wood, two for
each girl, are prepared for use while singing. Mo significence
1s sbtached to thelr manufacture.

& great deal of the ceremonial of the vyali cenires on ‘the
Bird and, in the ritual conversations that take place morning and
svening between women and the Bird, spescisl terms peculiar to the
vyall, are employed: mealles are t4eeth of Shangana~Tonga} beer
ig tfat of the crocodile’s mnative potatoes are 'fingers of the
babook! 3 fipe-wood is 'bones of the giraffe’. Every day some
giris and womsn are datailed to carry drums at about four olelock
in the sfternoon 1o the englosure, there W await the pleasure of
the Bird, Soomer or later the RBird whistles cut ‘muluve 2
Kuidipwe! ~ the opening phrase of the praise of the head of the
initiates, whereupon one of the girls (any one, not necessarily
the chief girl hergelf) mounts the shrine and replies; in a loud
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yoice; "Itve been walting here a long while, Bird of Huhale®, e

adding one of its many preises. “Whose my a1l (dndtiate) are

youd¥ asks the bird. #I ai the myali of so~and-so® @iving the

name of her father). The Bird will thea, whistling met.aphor'iaalé ‘
phrases, order the drumsg te be beaisen) indicating what song is 1o
B¢ sunge The sounding of the drums is the signmal for all the
initistes to comg %o the enclosurs, which gradually £ills as

they avrive in twos and threes. After much singing and dryume-
sming the Bird may ask, "Yhat have you brought me?" to which the
initiate replying snowers, Herocodiles! fat® or whatever she has
prought. In the 1988-8 yyall there was at the royal village

an srrangement whersby & certain number of the girils brought

beer every everdng (six to eight ealabashes) while in the morns

ings each initiate came with green mealies, nuls or any appetis=

ing%im%u These are put down at a ceriuin spot from where the
igmati end lumatyana, men who aet as go-betweens when the Bird
15 erying, interpreting if necessary what he sayé, carry it all
into the Bird's enclosure whare 1t is congumed by old men.
During the yyald these old men sleep in lhat emclosure if they
1ike and greatly enjey the good foods brought for the Bird,
Somebimes when Yoo muoh for them has accumulated, they may send
soma to the gueen or district head. Later the Bird orders the
girls to eat their supper, which they have brought with thewy
and after a lomg time gives the erder to 8%0P (kwagen). aLfter
& while the Bird asks for his wood. Bach initiate has brought
one plece of wood, with bark removed, lest, it is said, scorp=
ions w.%ch are apt to be Tfound in the bark bite the Bird, and
at the oyder of the Bird, all procesd to & gpot near the

=
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entrance to the Bird's enclosure. Here ab a glven signal they
throw down thedr wood with o great noise and rush back to thair

platform of safety. If the moon is bright, the givls will be
£01d to don their dancing skirts and do thelr whirling dange and,
if it idkes, the Bird Itself will come dancing in, keeping to ths
shedows; and with cng or two men always nesr %o act as guides.
They are given the order to stop by the Bird at sbout 19 or 11
otcicek at night or B ofelock in the morning .

powards the end of the vyald when pugevethe songs are BUNg,

)waving ox tails in

the hands. They would, in the wyali of old, wave the tail over
the head of a woman they 1liked and, if she seknowledged 1t by
bowing the head snd elapping with hollowed nands, she was glving
har ;@&Méﬁ‘h o ba his lover during the inftistion. For a remark=

the older men come and dapoce bafore the women

able festure of the vyald was promisguons BeX intercourse belwsen
men and women in which initiates could take part only st the end.
In the 1958-0 vyall there was no such sex inmtercourser it was
thought that the young married men were Lo0 1wildr {owing To
modern conditions) to tolerate a position in which the older men
could huve Pree amccess to thelr wives in the initiaticnm, and it

wsg sald that the great preponderance of women over men might lesd L

4o great jealousies and conflicts between the women for the favaurs{ v
of the nld men.
At the time when the intristes meke preparations for the
arvival of the Bird (February=iareh) the boys in those areas
thet have the Pzhwera &8 @ell are wsken out into the push every

day to learn how 10 weave the elaborate costumes agsocisted with | -
this inltistion. These ave of twe typest & light one szid o . i
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be Por hunting snd a heavy ome. Both costumes have akleis of
 Josose panging grags, flung out in & cirels by the gyrations of

the dencer, as well as comely waist, arm and leg-bands and underr— o

. gkirts of woven grass. The Iight custume has in addition broad
ghouldeér bands cimmsing a%r ehest snd back and a mask rasting
upon the shoulders, veiling the face snd open at the tops The
neavy costume is far move imposing. Besides a woven walstcoal,
there is an immense covering for head and shoulders, rising to 2
arested summib, f#lanked by what gives the impression of scalss

apranged in rows or projecting wings, ard fronted by a snoul like =
tpat of @ crocodile. The dance reminds one noW of the prancings .

af a male bird conrting its mate, now of a lizard convulsimely

epaking its whole body as it rests upen a pock. The lizardebird
suggests a waird dragon-like mythical monsters but 1ts appearanee
belles ite functions snd qualities, though perhaps not the mysti=

onl meaning of the Gigoma of the *school's
Besides the ueual vahwers costumes the Ravoihala seetion

have two mAgdR. D bya rather moxe elaborate costumes, The 8K £ L

instead of being short consisis of meny long strips of woven
grags trailing on to the ground. From +he shoulders are three
frisngular pleces with three outjuttling points. The face and

wesd are completely hidden in a headpiece surrounded in ne case S

by the stuffed head and shoulders of a buek stretehing its nack
for lesves which it hus in ite moyth, - in the other by the upper
P’érﬁ@n of a baboon holding & seslie cob to 1S mottlie

The enclosure for Yuhwera boys is made beside that for the |

pird, Hers, sfter having been beaten with medicated sticke,
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the boys spai:& their time exaept when out hunting or dancing,
their Pood being brought to the wyall cdurtyard by their sisters.

- They are zgugm a faw *laws? or formilae associated with the
ar-hwers bub thelr main activities are learning to meke the

@laborately woven costumes and later to dence in the ¥yali court-

yard. Towards the end of the Initiation they spend most of their

time going about to dance, accepting invitations from other S
district heads and paying their respects at the royal village.

They do beaubiful movements to the drumming of their own wyyali

zirls. Only two dance at & time snd whils they dance, sthendants - |
{medabi) stand mnear by pupervising. The masked boys may whistle ]

out the tune to which they wish to dance or may beg snuff by

meang of whistiing (for this is their only means of conversation

during their initiation). When they dance well, women and girla

come to glve them gifte of leg- or arm-rings. The vyhwera i a o
kind of finishing school, an i{nitiation into the seecrel of what |
+he Bird is and how the costumes are rade. It is almost aa

though this is an esoterie art, the preservation of whish has

pecome the main function of the Yuhwera. A parson who enters
4+he yyhwera enclosure may be reguired to display nis skill at
weaving and in 183% a man whd was gnable to weave (apd thus ahmwé
himself to be uninitiated) was heavily fiped. The fach thad
there is no vihwers held at the royal krasl, whose Doys uged in
the 01d days, to go Tor this initiation ‘heik’baéa or to the Tzaneni.
a segtion of the Khaha, suggesis that the institution ia a more
vacent sdeption than the wyall.
T+ 4s not easy for a Buropean 1o appraciate the maaning
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and value of such institutions as the pysli-vukwera. Many of its Y
features cannobl be explained by the Lovedu themselves., They are } :
the result of a long historieal development which 4n the absence |
of all written re¢ord can not easily be unravelled: The wygli-
Yuhwers has many aspechts, =~ one le that of an indtiation or cross-
ing for which medical strengthéning and ancestral blezsing are
esgentials Though each wyz

4 is given a regimental namey the

ages of initistes very greatly.

Buat intermingled with and overshadewing the wyali-wuhwers
as an initiation is the wyall-wukwers as a fertility cult. 1%
laste a year, a full agricultural cycle, some of its astages being
agsociated with the seasons; and the Bird arrives only when food

is plentiful. Stressis lald on grass snd vegetations The
plaited bandoliers of grass, the typical wyall dress of the girls 3

8aid to render them fertile, cannot be worn uatil the grass hae

grown long; the remarksble wuhwera cogtunes are mgde of various

grassesj the digoms are almost all made of reeds, grasses or
leaves and at one of the most importsnt excursiong made by the
girl initiates and called Maedini (at the locusts), they are mads
to collect bark of various kinds of treeg. Emphasis is ladd en
pmurple Yruits snd termites as a source of food supply,and the

mealie aob and leaves in the mouths of baboon and buck in the

magogpbys costumes appears to symbolise the plenty of summer,
The vysilsyuhwera as & fertility cult, is further gtressed in the
promisouous sex intercourse which is indulged in at the order of
the Bird towards the end of the gwear. on the approach of Spring
and the scatitering of seeds of all kinds on the initistes on the




1aet night of the wyall vhen the Butterfly goma of the woman

chases away the Bird,

The minging of vyall songs, 1ike the beating of the aacréc‘!..
grums is helieved to bring rain. Even pefore the summay rains

of the yesr 19389 had

yeur would ba one of plenty on aecount ¢f the yyali. These ex~ ’, | -

pectations wers more than realized £or, not only was the gummer &

. painy one bub even the
ally vigts

The true meaning

centres is difficult to determine. Nor cen the Lovedu themselveas

thyrow any light on it.
dark nighte it is sald
out its orders. This
mothepe-goddess and i
{dentified with the mo
of Diens who underfhs

16 bayren WONEDe o0

jsave wists behind it which sesms to associate 1t with rain. In

gne of ivs praises it

'T have heard you, Bird of ours and Rahufa of Muhale. The fathar

of glving has goné, 0

ope must pay? €Ge bu pulaphude noni_yesu le Vo-Rahufa a a Muhele
ra hp fa kbl jles vadajm, hu sags kha mnm_zggc gela)s I BEBMS 4
hewevers to be the personifization of suimer ;\of plenty, psrhaps

a kind of Lovedd Demeter whieh comes to be entertained upon the

abundance which 1t hag
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begun, it was sald by the Iovedn that tha

winter which iz normally dry was axseplicon-

of the Bird on which &o¢ mich of the ritual

Tt is associated with moonlight, for on

to return to the pool and does not whistle

i{s interesting in view of the Fact that the
e-giving powers of women are frequently

on in ancient practice a8 8«He, in the cass
guisg, gave abundant harvests and Pertiliy -
its departure the Bird declares that it will

15 peferred tu a8 ¥yadaja, ancestral spirits

ia, there remain only things for which

helped to bring forth, ruling the whole
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country waile it iz present.

The wyali -vuhwera=gemans complex is analagous to the

mysteries of the anelents with their dramatie performances, the
showing of secref vbjects, their purifications snd their appeal
%o the mystic and emotional. Bul the Lovedu uysterdes have no
my‘&hﬂcgieal packground, and no fastings or ascetlicism, %hey are
not 2 desth smd resurrection rituwal and have no connection with
{mmortaiity or the life hereafter. For are they interpreted in
terms of the destiny of the sonl after death which was the central
feature of Egyptian and late Greek mysteried. ‘
The yyali~yuhwera-gomana complex appears to have been borrow-
ed by the Lovedu from an older Sotho substratum of people. 014
men often sey the gomana cult comes from Phalavorwa and the emphasis
in ‘the m}ifw;g fruits and termites whish are of greater :t.mpnz"{w-‘_- ;
ance in Phalaworwa diet than among the Lovedu lends some support
$0 the idea that it comes from therse. These Tacts are of interest ‘,
becsuse the sacred drum cult sppes™s to detract to some axtent from
the queen's own rainmaiting powers and because the Lovedu royal :?;&in-i
ault whieh we shall examine iy the next chapter has been smmsafnﬁé »
snd independantly carried out throughout the reign of the present =
gueen without reference 10 gomans.

——




o The Lovedd ¥ain culd is a w}mi& oomplex of institutions
ramifying many aspecty of tribal life;it is not gonfined io

meawrea tken to ssgure rein in time of droughty its observan~
ges nust be kept at all times. The chief actor in this rain e,xli:
is the queen, She is primerily not a Fuler but a rain maker :
snd men Tely for their security, not on regimentation,; srmies
and erganization bui om the gquesn's power to make vain for her
4ribs and to withhold i} when neCesBALY: fyem her enemles. Even
Albasini the Portuguese advsniurer and ehief of the Knobnose
ghangana-Tongs was stricken with drought because he had attacked
and burned the royal Loveds villegs and had to beg humbly for
wain with gifis for the dafeated queeR.

paring life the queen is not only the Transformer of the
Glouds but is conceived of as the change of the seasens and
guarantor of their cyelic regularity; when ghe dieg, the soaecns
are out of joint and drought ie tnevitable. The drought of
1694+5, the worst in recent memery, falicswea the death of the
1ust oxlef,Mujail II (¥gsalanawn)s Feoplse 1ived on rooits, meny
fled the country and the Boer covernuent was forced to step in
and supply mealies for their sustenance, Heuoce the saying on
the desth of a chief leghago le file le munye We 1oNE {the
sountry has dled with ite owmer) and the suphemism “the prrti Lo
hoter " has dried up® { mavu a fess oT & a_pyile)for the death
of @ ehiefs,

The very emotions ¢f the queen affect ihs raing if she is
Gigsutisgied, angyy er sad she caxmot work well, apd in 1934-3

whes the First rolnScss e
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did not eume till Degenber, the droughi wae atiributed to her Izéing' :
gpsot at ?‘n‘!:tr daughterts Ilaison with & eommoner, Her railn-making :
ta not confined {5 dramatic ceremeniss in time of smevere droughiy
it is eonesived aof ;:;;é - gewtinuous caré throughout the summers,
Fupthermore,the Lovedu do not atiribute every fall of rain to sene
gpedial activity or volition on the part of their gquesn but rather
believe that the gueen exercises some general control or care which
gngures & good semevh,

such being the powers of the queen, ghs ls the persen %o be
spproached when there ie no rain, not only at the beginning of -
the seapon, but any time during the swmer months in this country
in which three weeks drought might ruin the maize orops There are
various ways of doing this. Great counsillors and importany
relstiver may approach ihe queen in person, saying “The people are

erying®, and asking her to help them. %hen there iz no rain,

M¥ateni related to the gueen through his mother,used to walk near
the guéents hut complaiming, in & voics saleulated to reach the
royal gaxs; that it was & bad thing Jor o ghief to ki1l her people
P by withholding rain. When the first summer gtorm of 1937 opeuned ‘
N with much 1ightning sng thundey, the iwo chief couneillors mentigned
informally to the qusen at beer thai they hoped she would ward off '

wind and thunder end give them a good yeur. REarller in the yesy

when the phenometgl rains of February had been followed by & very

dry Mavch the chigf couneiller had complained JThis wonth is

pormeliy rainy yet winter is now coming end there is no rain®,

‘ ', ; Others joined in saying, " The gueen wants to ki1l ber ehildren®,

Hut the queen remained silent wkth an enipmatic gmile.
I o Headn of districts approsch the gueex {hn{iﬁ'm } with a gift,
e d upaally nowadays of &l or £1. 10/~ saying, "Why do you kill us?
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When you see us in this state we heve come to beg water becauss
we oan't plough when there is no waid, (Le re vulaslane? Hy le

khi ®e wone vs e wyale ve dils b hobela massi gs Woze o khope
B lema Bula o Mg ma). OPten they bring with taem in addition
dancing performers{ gosha) to please her and evoke her pily .a'%:
the soxrowful sight of people dencing in swumer when they ought te

be ploughing. The movements of this dancing do not differ from
thase of ordinary dancing, but the music consists of lesugy sOnNgsy |
sung aleo st the annual harvet ¢eremony, on the death of important ’
royal peoyle and al the gile wypil initiation, k

The most remowned of all dencing for Tain is the legvbathele,

@ special kind of gosha, the mourning dance of & section of
1t is more dignified, iis movomenis lighter and ity drumming more
subdied then in sn ordinary gesha. 8o lightly are the drums sirudk
that the olear, silvery, varied itones of the resd pipes ring out
1ike the pesl of bells « Only two drums ave used, no one dub
those who have loat one parent at lessi may parform, and it is
begae in the gloam of the dawn vefore sunrise when, after & short .
'speil‘i't stops and is resumed late 1B the éa.;y;;& poeen
When some one perscpn has greatly angered}\aﬁd droaght 1is
neliaved %o be due to her displessure on this acm uirhy the
maryied women from all the villages in the royal neighbourhsod
asafem‘és:e avery morning after cooking to dances siﬁg_‘m@fﬁe gre
e ulaiewe gl

being killed on acsount of & bogey-man in sking® {
Hadikadyans €1 vel gvedang) s Oranduethers nurse the babies and
unger women whiih thelr t#i1lings and dencing

sncourage the jo
movéments. The dusit »iges high and by sunaet




» l
. ¥
%
, .
i :
e e e e e s e o e o o T T Ll
h A T e R TR L A AR R it L S UL T 0 el LT R B i Tt L R I it

they are dlack with dirt and gwast; but next day and the next

they come again, womatimes £or as long as a week, t11l rain falls |
~or gontinued drought makes it clear that some sther cause ism o
operating as well, The great hardship this dancing enteils (fox
nursing mothers who perform have no time to feed their babies )

is thowght to melt the heart of the queen., Too much rain, as well

as too 1litile, is laid at the door of the gueen. On one cocasicn

when it had rainad almost incessantly for six weeks; the chief
councillor said in the presence of the queen"Fat does not Fill the
pot® (makhurs s a dale bijs ), meaning that there oan be too much
of & good thing, a hint %o the guesn to regulate things better.

There is mo belief that ig stronger in the tribs even today
than that in the power of the gueen %o tranasform the clouds. This
doem not, however mean that they do not receguiss the regularity of
the seasons. People know that the month of February is generally
the rainfiest in the year; that the month moremsne (Ootober),when
the Southern Crogs sets just bafore bed-time, is the iime when the
#irst rains are approsching, ond no one would lo¥e rain in winter
any moré than Burcpeans would organise a day of prayer for rain
in that season. Yet if rain does not coms at its propey binme
or the season is generally bad it may be said *The gueen has not
ghanged the hoeing zeason (the year) nicely" ( a va feduls

jedzems he voblse); for if the aycle of seasons is consideved

{nevitable, whether the new year is brought in propitiously or

otherwisas is irn the hands of the quesn,

Relzntion of Rein-doctor to Queen
Though renowned as the greatest rainmaker in Seuth afviea,

¥ujajil never works elone, She alweys has a vzin dootsr, of

whom there are many in the tribe to work with ke

.
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Zhe choones any renowned doctoer, but may change him for ancther,

if peaepls complain that the rain iz bad, that is; fnsufficient

- ex atcomperied by too mavy thunderstorms, Yor these deficienciss ;

the gueen is never blamed. The shief function of the doctox is to
gosopsrate with the queen in some of the things #4e canncet dos he
devines the cause of drought and discovers which forces are hinder<
ing the gusen's power from teking effect; and, ueing his own
medieines, he side her in removing the . causes and sieting right
what is wrong. The relation between rain-dociors and the gueen is
interenting. They srs specialists in their art which they have
inherited from their fathars a. . are even congulied inﬁependently'l
by outside triben. Knishidwa, the jueen's own rain-doator, is !
often gmlled Ly Neamitwa, the Shangasna~Tongs chief, in time of 7

drought and Tehivulane, a Venda chlef, comes, nol to love Mujaji,

bt o vall Leves, a rain-dector om a farm within hey jurisdiction
sny payments they recelve are thelr uvwn. Yet these doctors thamsei
sy unresaervedly stale tint in the last resort they are dependant |
on the gueen: if she stays their hands thalr povers will avail then
pothings It is said, "if the chief holds the rain from falling "
the dogtor caunvi Gausg raln® (ne xhopi o ga tewars buls hoxe @ M
ghw,gg_gg)g A Tain-dootor sent by the queen to make '
rain for & Vends chief who ceme to lova, once im aur prugence
urged the shief gouncillor npell the gueen not to held my hands
(hsre_we khi ntpmure gwiada). The relationshlyp is gomewhal similal
%o thet prevailing between the queen and the angestors, as we shall

wees In addition to the gqueen's right-hand man in rain activities.
there sre cerfain lesser rain-dootors whem she employs &8 her

messengers when outside trives loww rain, for she would never

dresm of giving & suppliant medicine %0 take back with hims These
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messengersy though sent by the queen ave, sivange as it seems %o

us, Not ghen eny medieine or sharm %o use in Yheir Tali-mukings

Yool

It i= vonsidered euough that they come from her, and their payment o
i the enterisinment thsy receilve st the foxeign court, | i
ii‘ s Rain chermy ang thelr geve,

¥hat the gueen doey to transform the eclouds gad the exsed

nature af the objects and medicines assoccisted with her work are

enshrouded in the greatest secrecy. Tt iz doubiful whether sunyone - ;
sther than the queen heraself is in poscession of this seoret for 1% ‘ T , \ i‘i
ig bound up with the title and power 10 succesd to the thronme., The S
sgcrets are always imparted to the succeasox jue® yzzor té the deatd

of the chief, and on cccasion in Lovedu traditional history the ’

would-bs usurper, t~ whom the secrete had not been entrusied, has

been deposed in favour of the tghosen’ keir. Tha gueen's rain

medleines are kept in rough earthern pots (mehsge) in a part of the

viliage to which few have access. gome of therr pewer is said
te derive from a human skull in the rain pot snd there are BO¥NE
whioh ave kept in = hut. When fhese Tiln norns (dinsge Jo bala)

are placed on the ground,; rain falleg when they sre hung 4ps 1% } ‘ B

glears up and iz 4xy. The medicine iv the »ain horns 45 saidy w!mn

busynts to produce smoke w‘n_ich rises up in the air to draw and %o ’

produce the clouds. The techmigue iw not unlike lethwaba, luck

medicine, wnich when burat dvaws customers to traders aud toutse . ;

Assosiated with the »ain oult are the gomang drUms, the beating ci‘ ‘ ,_ ( :

whivh in Tormer times vas belioved to bring raing but the true

gomsng devemonies have not been held for uugut thirvty years. ThS

rain eulit today iy largely eonfined %o chesTrances gonnected with

the guesn and her medioines oy shayms (a5 thagala)s ‘
The chief ingredlent of the rain potw is the skin of the




7
¥

e

%
. R i
.
. i
-
AR i st SN “
L i e AR
3 )

decensed ghief and of imperiant ¢ouneillore whp ard her clogest
welatives, I is peebeble that the «. .h-bed gomversion of Malog~
wans, the queen's wbering brothery in 1935 was designed to prevent
pueh wge € him body for he had, throughout his life, baen the
gréatﬁst,aﬁemy ko Gnristisnity. When a chief diss the body is left
for some days in the hut uo that, whes it is rabbed in a gertain wa&

i feralwa), the skin easily comes aways Other ingredients ave fat

of the scaly snteater (khwara), a ¥oyal animal which when fyund hes
always to be broaght alive to the ¥oyal village, and parts of the

3 kude {sholo). The gueen's ralnm dodor told us that essential
jngredients were gez water because it foams and froths (hu pukulaly
festhars of the lighwuing hiyd, white end vlack ses shells , and
varigus voots and barke, chiefl among ghich ig the stem of the Enadi
Adenla gumnifexa)s & tough forest oreeper that contalns nuch walers
Khadi stems are alge used for sprinkling tgooling' medicines nnd
for tying the bodies of daad people, Jhether the gueen uses these
ingredients, we gonnot say. From time 1o time a black sheep is
killed to give sirength o the gueen's rsin medicinesy it has to

he wushed with water which is afterenrds poursd into the rain pota,

but it is said thatl guch sheep iy merely a present-cay gubstitute
for & mhiman belug, gedally = child, whose wraing wars wsed. T~
partant district hesds veleted o the cuief also have their raln-

poti. Every yesr in sbout Auguet st the command of the gueen guch

g district head gollects ceriazin reols and barkss znovilsdge of which -
ne has resgived frem wis fathexs placses then in his rain-poty mixed :
with water thut has been drawn LY girls undex puberty1aﬂéAatira»them?
up #o that yaiu mey be good for that year. Rain-pots are greal

gearets mnd oul¥ u¥per years of rrigndship were we privileged to

pea ones it was wall hidden in the claft of a rock and pertly
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burizd at the foot of a tres on the ugper slopes of s kill where

the owner's father hed dwelt. The rain-pots of the queen we have

Bot seeh and what regular meagsures sghe takes are not ingwn for
gextuing but sisnce it is said, when there avre poods rains, thai
the quéen has firaly laid the foundabtions (hu thea) of the ysar,
it is not unlikely that zhe alge stirs har medisines. :
Gxeat care hms to be taken lest the rain poits ‘weaken' (ha ;
figehela) .They have t¢ be ghen (hu lumiswa, to cadse o be bitten};
the Firet green foods {muishatsha) every year, kaffirwatermelon ’

{Legwadzi) mi%Qd witn other gresn foods being used for the purpose,
snd at the royal viilage no one cooks and eats the new summer -
palishes Bofore this hes been dome., On this day possessed people
6r people who have spilepsy also eat mediecine with the firstefralts
but ordinary pecple do not luma and theve ls nothing of the pub- .
146 festivities of a memi-military character sestciated with the

eating of the first-gruitsasong Swazi and falue 1% im very ‘.

important too thet the first tewmites (dinntws), which appear

usually in December Just after the first good rains, should be

given %o the rain-pots. Termités are crogely assoelated with
vain: they always fly out of their nests jist after the raimy in
5 vy year there are very few; and it is belleved that sprinklizg ;
the antheap with roin medicine (mafugo) makes the ants come in

great numbers. Permites for the rainepoits may not be gathered
vy married women or glrls over puberty and in 1937, when Some
young girls parried the first termites to the gueen; shse gave
the termites to the dogs, rafuping to wee ants thet had thus beeni
defiled, The giving of the lirst termites bo the rain-pots - v 8

iy ealled pulans, An iptaresting cate arope oul of this praciics

in Jundary,1938, whea
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ceriain people in Vithudl area sty texrmiten before the bulane
?f'iﬁ@ head. 4u eoguiry was held by the district head and four

men wers fined two goals e¢ach. They ware told that, AT their aﬁaa?f”{ g

hud coma before the queen herself, they would have had to pey a

distion of the quesn herself send termites to the gueeny iu other .

arsas they sond o thely oen heed and there is no relw that the
gusen's own rain-vharms should be given before others.
Thingg vreventing vaiu and How they ave set right.

The powsrs of the gueen to make rain are not mbsolute. The

quaen ¢rn contrel ratn only 'in agreement with her ancestors’ who
are able, if they wish, to siay her hand just as she herself is
gble %o stay the hands of rain-doetors: Henoe thage words in &

prayer of the queen to the ancestors, *Do not hold my &aﬁﬁs;‘la&vai

ms @0 that when 1 work my charms (do my things) rain will fall and.

numane mavele). There nee alst

certain things that, by causing the rain chawms to becems'wenk'

$igenele or Khumg), have power to stop the rain unless proper

measurss are laken, It has already Dbeen ghown how heat ig a&aasiw{

ted wivh {lln2ss and things belng wrong. If a person hus been

purpud te death or struck by lightning, he must be buried in a wel

plage peny the river or his grave tggoled? with speaial nedicine
sbiained from the chisf lest drought enisues, Thig wag done 8Van
iy the cage of Papatlle mother who, just before her deat full,
ints the Fire in an eplleptio pit and was slightly burnty She
was buried just inside tne village fenee but the diwiriet hesd

semt to the gueen foT cooling (rain) medicive or MULUg0.AS the

palisbearesy same out of the hut he antered with dnfego hern and
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prusy of Khadl stex to pprinkle the huts. Foth s:gaﬁs on whicgh
the bsavers lzid the corpee when resting on thelr oy b the gxs;a;?é
Smxa #prinkled as was the body wheh pleced in the grave. Waen
*mw EXgve was h&if filled in ___gg was again s;;rinkle:l in it axxﬁ I
when all was finfshed the rest of the contents of the horn wereé
poured on the grave, the hoern being laft there, In addition 3o
these precautions & whole le%@g‘__ reed {cyperacese mariseus B}
and sére ilgesle {river grass) were placed at the hesd znd fool sff
the sorpse io keep it cool. similarly sbortions or miscerriages,
women dying in pregnancy ox ehildbirth, twins killed at birih, |
pabies dying before cutting their teeth or eutiing the upper
teeth before the lower, initiates dying in the circumeision le&gs
all must be buried im a wel place, Burisl in a ‘wet place’ must
net he taker to. literally. The grave should be dug near the
piver snd it is made deep (1 grder to reach wet soil, Bat in
sne burial we wilnessed no wat goil was reached though the hHole
dug was shoulder desp. it was, however near ihe rivers; in &
gogl place and they sald in semmer it would ke wel. 1f bodies
ave buried too near the vater they are lisble to be waghed out i*%
the summer fisods. '

since an alectricel storm aften meang 1ittle or no saing
it is beliegved that tpending' 1lightnipg t0 »i1l one'n enemles,
& commen praciice of wibtehen gpolls the countzy by preventing
rain, Hence at & tribal gathering {(¥hivijs), held in the spzing
af 1937-8, the paazﬂ.e wers teolid swong other tiings that the
ehisf does not want o see 13ightning of people’ { ms opposed
$o matural ighining)s say dimtriet head hearing of anything
1ike this among bis people was 50 report at once o tha gueels
4 gommen phenomenon in time of drgught iu the banking ¥p of
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. theught to pravens rain, Thet ip why witches by hanging lsfa
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hesvy rain clsuds =i%h 211 the promise of & soaking rain only to

be diepersed by wind. anvthing sesociated with winds iz thus

mavy, titerally tdisperser of fhe clouds' (Asparssis plumosis)s

or ap ardinary broom om & branch where 1t will sway in the alx,

¢en disperse the clouds; and anyene dying of s coughinmg disesse

such as jere or consumpiion musi be buried in wet soil or soil thal

has been sprinkled with Hufugy medisime. If aboriions oF people
dying of a coughing disease are burigd without these precautions

the grave is talled pukudi (from hu pukuls which perhaps is tha

ogposite of hu fugs, to blow upon a cool bresze; to sprinkle with k

cooiing medieine}, Pukudi contains the concsption of wind fssuing
upwards or hot air gquivering sbove o heated surface. As 8004 as 4l
vapour-laden air resches the grave, it stops or digsolves in the
wind and it is even conceived that the serpse, thrusting an arms
saves it about to cause the wind tiat drives away the ralm.

How dangersus wand is considered %o be in setting at nought

the efforts of the queen was well iliustrated om Eovember 15ty

1937, On that day after propitious bizck elouds had bsen ds.a‘perse B

by a gxle that 1iTted the thatch off many a hut, it was ;reclmaﬁ

that the following day nad to be & holidaY. People said tgl Khuog

ia' (it is o) turning back'before the gosl 0as peen reached), and
we were told thai {g the old days Men of impartence used o come
and condole wiih (by emels) the chief ou much a day 28 though

te symputbige with her in the frusiration of her efforts. There

are other holldays geactizted with raine. On the day after the- -
first Tain of the soasen ynas failen no hoelng oF fieldwork is to
be dows. Such s ioliday is ocalled le- ¥hi - nieme (do mot © out

sig) as if the earils conceived still %o be hoby dislikes
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Eﬁiﬁg broken ip by the hoeing. Such a holidey is also obaerved
after the vain chars®s have ‘bitten' the new lermites pnd first-

Truits of {he yewr; and when, any time during the summer; rain

fails after two oy three weeks drought, it is called muens {guewt
or stranger) and the nmext day obmerved as s holiday, icsf one
hopours & guést,

Trong burisls which stop the ralp are righted by the use of
wufaze medicine ond the waber obiained by squeszing the andigested
shomach contents {muswane) of a sheep down a hole made in the
grave with & stick and reaching ile body. This is thought to dis~
parse the *wind® and cool the grave. “he coneeption is thus of |
z grave agitated by ghostly heat and wind, which may be'lald! by
tgpoling' or, ms we might say, calming in the trebie senss of .
pacifying {the ghost), mellifying {the heat) and caqsing (%he wind) -
tg subside. The flssh of the sheep is salen without sall, Muafage
tne wedicine so fmportsnt in the removal of impedimenta to rain,
has 10 be obbtained frem the gueen and & gpecisily appointed par-
zon is responsible for delinmg it ocut in betties when necded.
the pffice is nok conseived to Bz hersditary, bat it has been held
by e Budigs family for some time, being handed by Talher 30 80%
shen the last official in charge of mafugo died, his son wag &1
unmarrisd man too young for tne rvesponsibility of office, Some
when the quesn decided that he should .'

five years .oter {1938),

assume tharge, he protested his vouth though ho then had iwo

ohiidren, fearing thal sfier sontact with the medicine he might

forget % wash his hands before sating and thus bs rendered

ia?ats@‘ta 1r thie be had the fall support of his methey who

preveiled wpon the gueen teo allew a7 sldsr relative provisionally

in that, should
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i old man be away the heir o the office will have to aots

Whether mufugo is identical with the yain msdiclne of the rain poka i
i3 not quite clesr; but, whatever ile ingredientez may V&, it lo
songidered extremely dangorodss 1iabla to rob men snd women of
their Tertility and great eare is thus nscessary when working with
1%

Sometimes it is said that the 'courtry ie not right' {nsha s
¢ loge) sud then there is = special ceremony in which all the fires
in the country &Ye put out with mufuge. No generally recognized

s&b of ciwewmstances lead up to such a line of action mor is thezs

any idea that the fires are defiled in any wey. It is simply locked
gpon &8 u method of getting rain when there ig drought, resorted

to whew the divining bones of the doclor declare it 1o D& nedessary.
Peopls sometimes say, 'Fires are pat out %o uesher in & new year',

wut this does not mesn that patting oat the fires is an Ennual
gepamony; as it is for instance among tne Pedi. The word ‘year'

mugt not be taken literally, Jjust as it does not refer to an a‘osﬂ&ra&'
gricd of time in the phraee "The year has been infected by g,g;_k!_;_zm}»
shen what is meant is that the rain charms have tyeakened® (m

-t 1o tois ceremony gids uder puberty are sent %o draw water for the

mufugo which the queen's rain dogtor prepares Inr the occusion and
after & day or twe when the medicine froths up {hu_pukuls), boys are

gent with a norn of mufage and a prush of khadi ereepes (adenia

gumpifera) to svery village in the land, Firet they beat nedicine
én ihe Tire of the men's sourtyard and thereafier on the thrasheld
and heartn of svery hut., The ashes are ¢lsared away by an sld

womang forx o dangerous ig the medicine used thet any man, woman

op child emtering the hut before it has been smeared @ith dung will
A new Tive is kxindled in tha

¥humalend e unable to have childrene
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ments sourtyard vhenge each woman fetchss a brand foxr her own hat,

Pirebrand each women pives the meén stamped mealiss oF groundnuts
whish ithey eat in the khors. Each morried man in turn must give
something to thue woye who have brought mufuge, usislly a shilling
oy & Towl (in the old days =k @rrow or mealies)s but often also
tsbaces or other £ifts for. gs “mufuge does net ckosse' (mufuge
a 4 ¥hethe) anything mey be given. Bach boy must give a shilling
oy Fowl to the kesper of mufuge, keeping the rest as a reward fur
his. labours. 1f is taboo to work in the fields onm the day after
mufago. In 1927 some boys, too iszy to fetch the medicine, took )
matters into their swn hands and made a mixture of ash and water,
whicn they uged in theipr roinds, They were dizcovered and made %o |
pay five lad of cattls ench and the ceremony had to be performed N
agein. A
wnen the divining bones diagnong drought ag dug to anceslors,
ateps have to be taken for a georifice at an ancestral grave. ARY
ons of the close relatives of the gqisen can oause drsaghts sometime
i3 is the queen's moiher, 1eakhali, biried at Ehada; sometimes it
ig E&géﬂa"a sister buried at ¥udszinoniy in 1955~8 11 was Nulogwang, .
the queen's brothser, who complained that he was purfed in the Chris
$izn cemstery instead of in the shade of the forests A sacrifice
for rain will takes place gnly after it mus become c¢lear that, in
spite of steps taken to lovm the gieen by means of money oF cianaiiz:g;
she failis by her prdinary nethods to causs the rainm %o fall. '
January, 1938 was hot and drys Several neadmen had been $o
lewm but o rain fell. Imporiant diptrict hesds and coungillors
thus bagan to travel about, having the bones thrown¥to discorer

the ¢ause while the quesn 1 poelf nlse sent messengers to varicus

. ) e )

for it is tabos fo kindly a fire from any other. In return for hm: L
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welle¥nown diviners. The reply came; 'Seek ye a blnck shésps g9

ye with 1% ke show your gdare for the spirits and ye shall see that

34 will rain piosly's As is so often the case, no indicabtion was

- given of the oauge of their complaint; the suggestion as to ihe

practical meaguyes to be taken and the identity of the iranblasama;
gpivrites were guite sufficient, The chisf; however, remsined ino-
actives it was not for her to take the initiative %iil her people
husbly beggsd her to do so. On the 11ith Pebruasry ithree of the
momt impoitant men at the sapital spproached hexr, saying, ‘People
are crying. Help us.’ Thereupon she impatiently replied,’'People
tire me, The year wae well established bai they nave weakened!

(ha gigsahe;ﬁ} i4. They want me to be troidled'. {¥athe va lspise
Byphs o o theil ; : ije, Ve nyage hona
nore ge we nkhi thapoiivae g watho). She implied thot she had

gafeguséded the year but that the people themgelves by breaxing
rain taboos and by their evil works and witcherafthed underxmined

that safeguard, When the councillers continued pleading, she

ralented and said, 'Find me a blick sheep without blemish {colour}® '

The first messenger they sent returned without success but twe
others were despaitched to scour the country and on the 17th ous
wss found. Kneshidwa, the rain doctor, was NOw called, TFour days
passed bat he did not come. Thenm the gu.en, angry &t the delays

guggested that she proceed with the cerzmony alone, But this the

aouncillors would not hsar ofy 'You might deviate from the procedurs .

the bones indigate %o be ecsential,’ they said. On the fifth days
nowever; Knishidwa & rived, sxplaining nis delay as due to all the
medieines he had te Tind and at dewn on the 23rd Tebruary the

. geremony took plate.

e e W WS R R R

A oalgbggher ~ = — — — — = ~ 7~ VSRV
&
i R TR ETD o e T it TR ! : e T
enty . e L . 3

-

B} '\WWFWHWTW’T“M




s . ‘
-
»
-
-
F patdic
. . et T : bE
s A ;

182

containing mufagos was placed in a baskei for the ohisf wife of
the gueen's brother {o earry and a procession of moest of the ine
mibes of the royal village set out with the shesp. They stopped
firet at a ciump of trees nesr the villsgs where lies ﬁbyavédugi;

B female relative by marrisge to the gueen on the mother's

krotherts side. TWhen the queen ordered her chief councillor as

direct representative of ithe mofhert's brother's side to begin,
he uncorked the calabash a.ad poured some of its conbents over the
grave, saying, 'Stop for ug these winds and tribulations that it
may Tain nicely. They say it is you people whoge marmurings are
impeding the zaiﬁ’(Re»re re_ thilelave divhefa e le mathups bals
©_ne ga vovs. Ba Te ge volena le reraho he buls ¢ ¥his ne). His

younger sister next took the calabash, prayiag in almost identiml

(i

’ j;§ words, followed by the gueen herself who sald, 'Aye, we say, @%0p
? for us all these pukudi (winds from wrong burials) that rain may
£81l and people Tind corn'. The people now respectiul.y graeted
{na _losha),repeating the praise of Muhale, the king of old, and

diring the trillings that followed the rain doector said, ‘The
frogs do nob ory, Sire, 1 do not hear them'; he msy have mesnt

'ff < that it was so dry that even the frogs were gilent, but we do nol

734 ff§.‘:jE know for certain.

The procsssion HOW proceeded to Maalwis b .6 sucred Erove

where are buried mezbsrs of the royal Tamily and the two last

At the grave uf Hathekhs, mother's brother to the gueel

Guesns.
and father of the chief councillory they all sat down while the

game procedure wag gone throagh as at the other grave. Jhen it

was the gueen's turn te pray, she took & wmall hora wmapped up in

‘yags and placed 1t om the gravé.

she prayed, 'BDo nut gomtinue to hald.my syms; lesve we o do ®Y
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thinge, that rain msy fall and people have corn. Tell one a‘ngthar;f -

tellevery single ong, alsce the old woman (meaning Leskhali, her

mother), and Mujaji, 'huckster in the hut', who 'casts avay some
and shares others with the vultures (Mujaji 1). Be noet cemtinue

leaving us to be burnt by the sun. 4is for our healih; we are

veasonably well, we are merqyly iroubled by the poverty you have

left us'. (Le ¥hi wove ls niswaras madsolio ls let re re ge difis
zwilo zwesu buls o ne watho we khumene mavgie. Le yo tgevisa iste
lyge mukheguly le ¥ujoll mushava ndeni,; Hajeii vemye wa late Wmuye

¢ _hsbels manoni, Le khi wove lg lebshe re Kkhi 3ws ke lejaili. Hg
e's hu phela nvena re we re Xha no Phela re dio hswenve ge Joua

theiu le re aiedeho vona). She poured out all the mafuge, tirning
the calabash apuide down beside the horn, while the aspenbled
company did obeissnss and ulaxlaied, The sheep was slaughtersd znd
skinned and small pieces, cut from various parts of the body, were
placed in an earthen vowl while the dootor, sitting some distznce
aways; begeu sgueesing T.e stomach vontents to separste the liguaid
from the more solid part. #hen le had finished, the chief gouncilly
his sister and the gasen placed the mest on the grave telling the
gods \’ je approach (ha_suma) you with thiz sheep'. The solld stom&g&j

gontents were placed un the grave, the assembled people greeted

snd triiled as bvefure, the queen took away her little horn from he

grave, and they all departed, Carrying the sheep to zp opan apot
Here they kindled = larTgse fire and

some distance from the grave. ‘
one containing the imter-

begun covking the mest in two large pois,

asl orgens {(mals) and head whichy on tnis oeaasion, ars not to be

sates by women of ghildbearing ages
animal ares the porftion par gxocollienge of the women, While the

ment was cooking the doebor tock & potgherd econtalning the twuater'

Formally mals of & glaaghtered
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of the stomamch uontents, nis medicine bags and a siiok of Xhadi
ersgper, and proceeded alone to the grave. It is surmised that he

mist have made & hole in the grave io poir down the water and
medicine, »

Heanwhile the ¢louds thal had been in the sxy at dawn had ;,
thickenad and, while the pots were still cooking; rain fell and
extinguished the Tires which had to be rekindleds The meal was
eaven on the spot by all pregent and Just before they all departsd
the bones were eolletted; wrapped in the skin and placed on the
grave. Prior to this, however, the doctor had spoken ssriously te
the councillors to apiroach the chief about the pukud: in the
valley below where s woman who had died in chilabirth had been
Lburied *in the open' without mufugg. Ten days later ihe docter
was eslled to set the matter right,

This saerifice is exceedingly rare but it well illusirated
the significant and usuai intermingling of raligicus with what ve
would omll purely magical rites. Thus, as the prayer is offereds
4% is rain medicine, which works by magic, not brer, the Tood of
the guds,; that is poured, The royal grave is treated, not to
propitiate the gods, but te conairain them, to keep them cool, 80 |
that they will be unsble to step the rain. The sheep iz an offwrirg
to the gods, s tangible indication thal men sti1l ‘care for' their

sncestors, but the use of the stomsch contents on the grave falls .

into the magicsl pattern. Another point worth mentionming is that
the gueen was only one of seéveral sfficiatoras even her divinity
does not give her precedenge over the nearest living descendants

in approaching the complaining sririts.

Heggores for Ralp gnrenitting throu
1% hes heen shown that there i & great variety of steps
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: tm’cem%e taken %o progure rainm, their nature depending wpon
”f;%ﬁﬁﬁ is helieved 40 be causibg the dveught. If the queen heys
f'aéifzig thought vesponsibvle and this is usually helioved to be
_ %hg'aaﬁg in the f&rﬁt-iustance; then her subjevts will love her
"~Aw;ﬁh,gift$ o danees to exeite her pity and to pl&aae'ﬁar« I
%h&ra,hawe besn wrong burialy and rain taboos have been brokens
these mugt be righted, while if the trouble comen from the ancesn-
torsy they mist be placated. Sometimes one finde & combinution
of cauties,; but glways it is the divining bones which decids what
steps afe to be taken. There are ralin rites throughout the sea-
gorny; for not oply msy there bg good rain in one ares and net in
snother , bat an inepporiune pericdel droughit in the beet of
seasons may have drastic effects on the crops. As an indication
of the type of asoition in conneoticn with the rainm oult in uny one

geason, the following has been taken from our diary for the season

et N i
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1937-8, by ho meuns a very bid year, bib onme in which the rainfell

was baelow the averags -

12th Novamber
1937

144th Nevember

18tk Fovember

S39d Hovembar

naEk Novenber

A rain doctor gent to make rain at Htimkulu, a
petty Shangana~Tonga ¢hief to the north whe had
sent mesgengers to lova a few days before.

4 thunderstorm, with very 1ittle rain bal a very

strong wind, brske in i-e afternoon.

Holiday observed to tura back the raly which hsd

been seattered by the wind.

Reiy fell with much lightning waiech struck at
Khiokene, one of the districtss

There was s thusdersterz in which lightning struck
at Ehidommamsiheka s a subearea of the capitals

The place wes breated with medicine and in the
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4 ﬁﬁéﬁ ‘Dagember
441 Decembar

' Bth iae-agiﬁ‘mx :

12¢h Decemler
15th Bgnem”dér
L January, 1938
2398 January

28pd Junaary
~11%h Febesary

1ith February

17th February
19th Pebruary

Somd Fehruayy

1at-4th ¥arch
nd Harch

74h Harch

snd April

186 B S
evening soft »ein fell but not enough for plough=

fuge

Real setwin vain fell Hill the Brd.

Hosing began.

Pirst termites brought but given to dogs 28 Garried o

vy girls over puberty.

Pivpt termites given to rain chavms,

Holiday.

Period of draﬁghts

Hukdpi, an important woman distriet head; came to
gpeak to the queen as there had been no rain for
three weeks. The sua beat down fiercely and the
¢rops were beginning to shrivel ap.

Several other district heads came %o lovs with
moneys People were consuliing doctors about the
drought. Bones detlared a sperifige necessary.
Couneillors appreached gueen and messenger sent
for a black shesp,

¥hneshidwa, the rain doctor salled,

Pigtriet head at Muduweni (zeveral farms bui an

old area of tribe) came with £L.10 to 1Lo¥a.

Saerifice st Maulwl, Some rain fell but not very .

puilel

Legebathele dance for rain by the Thovold.
Eheshidwe called to pub right a grave. This done
sn the 4th.

Levaga, a ¢istrict hesd from the north, came 10
lovs with £2.

Rudn fells

o

et
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Sume beliefs aaspciaxed with the eultivsation of njuge bsaas

T Y g T

‘1varé'3a1avant to our present subjects; Among the Lovedu this erop
i not plaﬂteﬁ,nnﬁil the meslies, ameng which i? grows, are a foot
| high, but thia ig regaurded as a praciical measure 1o prevent 1aaary
v;q,the mealieégathar than aw dictated by the belief, firmly rooted 31-"“
and still put into practide by tribes to the sonth and south-esst :
| of Valovedu, thet njugs beans planted too early lmpede the Taim.
ﬁnly'ﬁamerlﬁvedﬁiﬁsﬁﬁ Leysdu have this belief and ro one, as fay as' A'."”
e knawgyaeﬁn dpon ity nor do the Lovedu pull 4p the young plants |
when thnere iz mo rain, which the Phalavorwa do, as one Lovedu sugs
gsshed , because the beans look 1ike hailsiones, The Lovedua also
say,; but again as if it were a foreign congeption, that no njuge
beans should be planted diring the year following ihe death of a
chief. The association of rain and njugo beuns seems to belong to
a ewlture complex coming from the south.
The insistence nowadays is upon studying culture change 4s

if it were a phenomenon imporiant only im itwm relution to Bupopean
contacts, bub there has =lways been and there still is culture
change of a different and; as far as the Lovedu ars conesrned,norse
wital natyre, Even in the raln cult there have been changess I

the peign of Mujeji 11 when the Tather of Xheshidwa succeeded

somafalo as rain-maker, he inptituted hu rung, 4 new geremony of

medioating all hoes with mufuge before the hoelng of the gigen's
fisld of oleusine, a practice which has fn.len inte disuse with
the vecent avendopment of the quesn's niligide field for one in
the valley wiich can be ploughed. The breaking of taboos is not
nscesaarily a refisction of the breakdown and deémy of cuatonm.
Indesd, the technigue of the rain cult was based on the mssumpbion

that baboos were broken.




Brgaﬁhas acéount faﬁ-drngzgt-and the sountervalling efficacy T

of bhe queen's measires explains her reputation and tbe é@ﬁfi@enéeéf[fff 
géaﬁle have in hers ®reng hurisls are knowd to prevent rain ' ?R1 i,
but, since puople try to aveid the ynpleagant publicity involved ped

in getting mufugo for the burial of, say, on sboriien or in

pupging it in a wel plade, tyase wrong burials are always taking

place. -

Haither Juropean contact nor Christianity hes guocseded in

prasking dewn the fmplicit belief of every member of the tribe
in the power of the gueen %0 make rain. True, no Christians
take pard inm ceremonlies for rain aund some do not bélieve that
gueh things as WROUE purials affect rainfally but ithkey harmonize
the new with the old faith by the rationalisation that the gquesn
makes vain with the nelp of God, for they have all sesn and can
eits corroborative evideuncs for the powers of the gueel. That

{he queen hergelf iz honest and genainely helieves not only in

her powers bub slso in the oatside influences that prevent her

feom achieving success,oan be geen in the reply she gave 1o the

mesgengers who come on the 10th Febrmarys 1538, with 21.18,. From

a one-timeg disirict fend in her kingdom to beg for rall 1Get,

ghe said, Tend +g1l the master of Tuduwwelni thut we are Hrying
but things will Just not come right’ (g;&ggggﬂgggygiggggngi
Huguweni res 1g res lega zui dio ggﬁa}s{arr&ngamantﬂ were being

made for e ssorifice ¥o the ancestors or rain)s The moneys

hawsvery WaS kepte
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CHAPTER 2 .

WITCHCRAFT AWD SORCERY

Yulsi, as the lovedu use the word, comprises both witch~
oraft ard sorcery, but ithe distinction between them, as accepted
by many modern ethnographical writers, diverges considerably from
the distinctions made by the Lovedu. In ordery therefore; 1o
preserve Lovedu conceptions and terminology, it is necessary,
firstly, to use a single word, namely witchoraft (#ulsi), and
secondly, to distinguish night witcheraft (vulod -uya wus giu) and
day witcheraft (vuled wya matsiare)., Vuloi is distinguished from
other forms of what we should call magic, not so much by the
methods empleyed, though some of them are confined to witcheg, a8
by intent and results. Vulai is anti-social; 4t is illegal and
aimg &t harming people from motives of jealousy, revenge, frustra-
tion or angers Though witches are believed 'to have a Lind of
gompulsion to do evil - their fingers 1tch to bewitoh ~ they are
never unconscious of their own evil deeds and powers, as had been
raported by Juned for Shangana~Tonga end Stayt for the Venda.

The witch knowe his own powers and uses them to sbhtain his own endsd
Fnowledge of witcheraft does nob {nevitably invelve its practicej )
the ¢hild of a witch may refuse to kill peopie whils uvsing his
powers to increase nis crop, and it is even possivle fér ®w witch

to protect someone he Iikes against the machinations of others

sEekveny
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There are impettent distinctions bebtween night-witches
oir night witechorsft on the one hand and day-witches er duy
witohersft on the other. The night-witch iz e born' witeh,
taught in early infancy by his mother. He works chiefly by
night but can also work by day. The day-witch is any ordinary
indfvidual who, by means of medicine cbtained from some doctor
or witeh, tries to kill his enemies. He hae no kmowledge of
witchoraft beyond the medicine obtained for some definite end.
There is a certain amount of vaguenesa about the dlstinction
between day and night witches, and in practice when anyone is
accused of witchoraft there is mever any inquiry isto which type
of witcheraft has been used. Nevertheless the dlstinetion is
agsgential for an understanding of Lovedu witecheraii.

HIGHT WITCHES.

The night-witch is able directly and without the aid of
gny medicine to effect his evil purposes. He can enter a hut
through the smallest crevice. But his sbsence from home will
never be mizsed bec:use he will throw his slumbering companions
into a deep sleep or even lsave a hysna in his own image; bubt
the soul is never sent out to do the work as among the Azende,
When ome wakes ap from a dream in a sweat or fright, it la a
sign that night-witches are near and in consulbations with
doctors such symptoms are often deseribed by patients as very
pelevant to the diagnesis of their illness. Hightewltches
are not often seen by people but there is gertain meaicxine_
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whieh 2an be put in the village fence %0 keep a night-witch rooted
4o the gpot, unsbls to move till you come and £ind hime. A8 goon
as he 1is addressed he will scurry away. Ehedipia teld us how
one night when sleeping alone on the site of a new village he was
building, he felt something siiding alorig his bedy. He jumpsd
up snd saw a nsked woman. But immediately he had said "You want
46 kill me, do youl" she wenlt away. Those who have seen witches
slways describe them as naked; perhaps because people always sleep
naked wrapped in their blankets. The most effective way of
keeping witches at bay is the placing of medicina (diphaba) round

the village Pence whick either makes them forget theiyr errand or

makes the village appear like water or a foreste , _
Hight-witches cause all manner of {1iness in waye unknown .

%o ordinary people. They may pour blood over you, then next day

you are 111§ your blood is not right and soon you dis. They may
aud off portion of your body to insert millet or gand which causes
intense pain. If your bones ache and you feel tired without

¥nowing why, it may be that a night-witch has made you hoe in his

garden all night or beaten you all over your body with sticks.
Semetimes he even mskes you ride a bileyels all night. Beaides
ki1ling, nightewitches are fond of csausing barrenness in their
ensmies. They are great destroyers of aropSe After you have |

ploughed, they go into your field and pilck up all the seeds 80

that nothing grows, or they rob your field of ita fertility to

inaresse that of their own fields. Thay also send their
familiags at night, usually the thued ( polecal ) go milk your

s
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cows or let them éu.'a of theilr kraal %o cause damage that may
bring you t0 courts

Hight-witchés form a sort of fraternity: thay all know ong
Gnother and meet at night to drum and dance for amusement. They
alse fight .  one another: those of an area in which the erops
have Tailed will send wind to break mealies ard trees in apother
ares or worms to éestroﬁ; the crops The destructlveness of such
contests is a reality to some; for in one distriet in vhich meny

worms appeared in the mealies, so we heard, a public mesting was

held and ome man accused Shangana-Tonga witches whom he said ha
nad seen the previous night. Often & real hattle against Loreign
witches tekes place im which wounds are received that the witch
doos his best to hide during the day. Witches have even been

known to die from wounds received in battle at night, as sometinmes
admitted by themselves.

Night~witches employ ramiliars (dithomys) such as the
byens (thurd, the snake muishond ~ poecilogaje al binucha) enakes,
and, te a lesser extent, owls and The striped\aakedd muishond
(W both kinds of muishond are polscats or skunks.
How the wiich tamss these animals is not known, but they becana

go intimate that they cose at night tg ask for food and call the

witeh their mother, bub there is no aex relationship betwesn
witch and familiar as is reported for the Pondo. Two actual

cases were reported to the queen while we were in the field
in whioh 'sent! snalkes had been killed; one of these had Dbeen
found to contain porridge and relish, gertain proof of its
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asgoeiztion with a witch. The &ifference between an ordinary
Snnke which zlse bites snd a 'sent® snske appears Lrom the
aiveumstenceat I, for sxample, others walk aleng & path before
you and escape but you got bitten, then the snake must be *sent’s

Fer 'sent! mnakes ave real snakes; the Zulu practice of smearing

medieine on sticks o turn them into snakes whan your enemy passes
is not known to the Lovedu. The most fearful of all familiars isy
nowaver, the Ehiduqwene, & humen being that hos been killed by & 7
witeh to be his slave. A case came before the gueen's cours

ghile we were in the £ield, in which a man accussd a woman of
causing his wife to have a misearriage in order that the child

might be her slaves The divinerhad stated that the child was ned
really dead but enslaved, and that 4t had even been given & name

by its owner. The khidudwane is not an ordinary corpse, though
witches do call corpses out of their graves in oxder 1o cut off

portions of their body for medicine, a procedurs which can ba
prévented by magical preteatién of the grave. LOrly a persen
specially killed for the purpose can be a Kiidudwopay when they ‘
bury him it is only his shadow that goes into the gravej the real
peraon has been enslaved and put into a large earthen pot or in a
caves A% night he hoes for his master, cuts poles for bullding, A | o
o gots ¢u pefarious errapds. If you meet a khidudwane you falnt R : ik
at the sight and even after medical treatment, your body may feel ‘ ' AR e
dried up as though iy has no blood.

That the fear of zwidudwepe is very real to the native
and backed by what iz to him convincing svidense is zhown in the

o s LR
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In Hovember; 1937, Madume; a man residing near us Gied. Ever
since his wifets death he had 1ived with (b gaula) a woman whom

he had pever properly luown, and, after his death, it was rumoured

that be had bgen killsd %y the mother of his son's wife for the
sake of her deughter, who was Jealous that her husbandts father
sheuls be fonder of, and show more favours %0, & eoncubine than
%o hie legitimate daughier-in-liaw. Tha mother of the girl had
first, so it was said, wanted %o kill Madume's wife; but her
daughter had argued that it would ba hetter to kill Madume hine
aelf since he might pick up some other woran and they weould have
the same trouble over againt How much of this story had actually
been glven by the diviper and how much was sheer surmise we werse
never able to discover, but a month after the death, pecple began
+0 be afraid to go hear the village at night as he had bean gesn
standing at his gate. The concubine, afrald %o remaln st home
at night, went to sleep with peighbours, wheneshe would return st
dawn o Go her hcuseho'm duties. One movning when 1t was just
getiing 1lighi, sha rose 4o go home. On her way ehe anddenly
van shouting into the nearest village and £e1l in a faint ab the
entrance. People rushed 4o he@p her end ealled in Eadume's
sister to revive her in the mannor ustial in such circunstances,
by nolding smoking chips under the nose to canse snéezlng

ny et pemudisal. She told Them ghe hed seen thres galdudwing,
o man called Ehishwend who had disd long age in ine neighboure
hood, and two ¢hildren, dencing and ginging in the roade From

this evidence, the ¢onclusion was immedintely come Lo, bthat

Ehishwenl must huve heen ¥i1ied by the same wiich as Hadure ,
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sinea. both were walking sbout; and so great was the fear of
going 6ut at night that the woman of the neighbourhocd conld
not be persusded to mbbend a girl's indtiation ceremony which
hed .*aagzm before this episodes

Aspociuted with witches are zwivones A fhivone 1s nnt a
familiar bot a light seen at night and indieating the presence
of witches. If you see one near home you usually take caré to
stréngthen the charm: {(diphaba) of the village fence. Hany
people used to seée a &hivone in or nsar our hut, especially when

&
“‘-L:

we were not there {probably because they knew no charms had been
used for its protectionl). Some say & khivone is & kind of torch,
others aver that when a& witch is being taught his mother gives
him medicine which becomss a litile bag in his stomach. This
. tag emits fire or light from his taill Contact with Zuropeans
has led to the conception of khipusg (spook) which must not dbe
confused with khidudwane. A khipogo is the ghost of a dead
person but the sight of a khipapo does not, like that of a 7 (
kKhifugwane, make one faint or dry up; it only mskes one's heart , \
jump in fright. Such a ghost can be lald by means of medicine : o Lo
{d4phsaba) on the graves Children often yun to their mothers '
with scared faces and bated breath to say they have geen a khipogo,
sometimes even in broad dsylight.
Hight-wliches can be male or fYemale but the great majority

are femslse. There ie nothing corresponding to witch-substance
fourd in the stomachs of Zendi witches. A witch is said to
inbibe witcheraft with its mother’s milk yet it involves learning,

At iﬁl‘ﬁm“"’“‘m’“" i e . “

& process begun on the second or third day after birth shen its

.
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mothey throws it up against the wall to which it olings like &
neb. On one ogeasion the anger of a grarvdmother thab her grande. ...

ghild bad beeén taken out' of the hut (bu thusa} without her prémf |

or knowledge was consirued ss due to a sense of frostration because
this had prevenied her from teaching the child witche-oraf.. The

dulliness st school of a certain girl whose mother was said 10 be &

witch was aseribed to the difficulty of aimultaneousiy Jesrning two
thingst witbheraft and books.  Since witchera®t is learnt from ihe
mother (though one sometimes hears that the mother teathes her
daughtsr, and the father his sons), brothers snd sisters of one
mother cannot accuse eagh other of witcheraft witheut invelving
themselvesj that such sccusatlons do occour shows how throry often
gives way to praciical considerationse In one such case where a
woman hrotgit her son o courd for beating her and her dsughigrs,
the son scoused his own mother and wister of killing his childo

Wis sigter asked )If I and my mother are witches, what about you?'
¥nen he replied,’My mother stinted me, giving only you the knowledge'
the ceurt lavghed saying, 'Biy, wuire maGd ¥hen have you ever
peard of a men accusing his own molher of witcherafit. But the

boy insisted onm geing to a Hugome, thouy: the court warped him of
the conseguences of bresking his relati ship wmith his cattle~linked
sister whose eattle, if callad back because of the imputation, could
ne longsy serve 28 & bond for future merrisges. Night witcheraflt
i# Zearnt, bot unlike day witbhersfs, it ean neither by learnt fyom f
&n ankeider nor beé bojgit. Yot ons heavs of such transactions

moare wepecislly among Christians, who aver that payment consisis
af the blood of & gloze ralstive, usually your own ohiid.




Jeremisk associated the o beginnings of his step-mother's 'wiizgh; 4
¢ raf@ with the desth of her own child, followed shortly afterwards .
by ﬁh:a’a of her &'i:@;sméaughtex*. -
THW 33}‘.‘.{»-?11"‘

The aa:g-wﬁch is aln*ast slways a man since women carmot easily
buy medicines, IHe is distinguished from the night-witch by his o
use of medleine snd gpells. Spells have no fixed phraseolsgy but
consist in telling the medicine what to do, mentioning the pams of
the pereon. Very often the medicine works as well without the ,
spell as with it. The day witch employs mo familiars, belongs %o
no fraternity, does not imherit his knowledge. He is cal led day-

witch, not so much because he works by day, Tor he may work at

night too, but beeause of the technique he uses, Whereas the :
night-witeh himself goes out and steals your mealie seedsy the day-
witch pute medicine on the soles of his fest and walka through

your £ields and while the day witch imbroduces substances into

ybﬁr body by means of medicine, the night-witch employs @ stoat Lo
take up its sbode in you and gat all your feod. Certain tech~ &

nigues are associated with day witheraft though it is posst ble for L

any nightewiteh to use also all the metheds of the day-witch, '

simply by getbting the right medicine. o
the day-witch san cause illness or death by ho lega. .a;l}_.l%i»

means to try, to tempt and hencey by extension of meaning, b
challenge or to send misfortune by means of medicine. The wite:h,
may mixz your footeprint with medicine or put a mediycated thorn
in the path you usually take Lo cause pain in the leg, which
gradually pasees into the rest of the body and kills you.
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fle may cause ypur death by pointing a medlsated finger at you of

psing water you have washed in or clothes you have worn. Hulr and o

pails sre howevery not much used in witeheraft snd only a few
people, more espedially women are careful about thelir disposal.

g point = 2 men in a menacing way, or to say Bhe wcrﬁs)"i‘cu #ill
see' (g wonn) suffices, should evil befell him, t ground an
imputation ef witcheraft. In a violent querrel. belween a Women
who hsd a child by her lover and the lover whom she had ji&.ise&*
begause the liaison was causing trouble with her husband, the
angry lover flumg oub the challenge, 'You've got my daughter who

is my blood yet you love me no longer, You will seelt 4 few

weeks later ihe daughter became 111 and died. The mother overqoma . . .

with grief end fury, carried herdead to the lover's house and
threw it d;own@aying)'ﬁgre ie your meat. Cook 1t and eat it,’
This phraseoclogy guggests, though no cne believes, thab witches
eat hwman fleshy Lt was construed merely #8 & aramatic accugsbion.
and crested quite a gtir; but it was considered justifiable in |
yiew of his threabe The pygome, to whom the matter was takeny
pointed out, not the lover but the woman's own husband as the
eulprite When the latter, pefusing to accept the yerdict and o
pay his bet, was reguired to leave the arsa, his wife, a staunch
pelisver in his inncoence, accompanied him. Use of malego by
ordinary people is witcheraft, but its uae py dogtors against ond
apobher is legitimate. poctors ofien sgpy? their gkill againzt
one anphhert  ond Jdoohor, we were told, turned himself into an
¢lephant for the purpose of attacking his rival} not to be oul-
done, the lawter became a bird and flew amayl |
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Bending lightning, to cause lightning to strike (hu tlisa

gadl), s & common means of harming one's enemies employed by day=

witches. 'To say of a person 'He knows 1ightning' is tantamount

40 calliing him & witeh, for unlike the Zulu, the Iovedu have no

soaially recognized lightning doctors. The Lovedu distinguish
two kinde of lightning - matural or "lightning of the bird" and |
tgenk® lightning. The former comes with rain and is caused by the . ;
ligh'ming bird which has blue feathers snd looks somewhat like a :
goose with large fest. Thepe birds get no food unless there is
lightning and then their food is the zuhululy, the blue~headed tree
1izard. When the bird strikes a tree, it leaves its urine as a
white substance a%t the rootj then doctors come and take the goil
into which it has soaked to be used as medicine %0 cause lightning
or for curing burns. Natural lighining in theory ard according
to the diagnosis of the dlce is conceived to strike only trees or
rocks far from villages, never animals or peoplej but some say
that it is dangsrous to men in autumn when it follows the aweet
aorghus spat out on the road. fSent! lightning, on the other hand,
strikes near the vélisge, killing cattle or people. Ii comes with -
1ittle or mo rain and is more terrifying than that of the lightning
bird, ldghtning is judged almost solely by its results: if it :
does no harm it is natursl; if 1t strikes anyona or destroys any=
thing in the village 1t 1s dadi ya vathu or khijadi mothweme | sent!
by people. 5
Lightaing very frequently strikes villages or people in
Vilevedy and once & dbrage hut in the village beside us was burnk

down. Conseguently there are numerous accusations of *sending’
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lightning.  In one case that came to court, the motive of the

~ witeh was stated to be theft. Complainant had £30 in g wallet

- in a spitease in his hut. One night lightning struck his hody
it *burnt off the roof, broke part of the wally knocked the ovmer
about, eapecially on the head, broke various things including the
suitcsse and extracted the £301Y  In another case in which a
mants whole havvest was burnt by lighining, a neighbour was
acensed of dofng this out of jealousy because he had reaped so
little himeelf.

| Doctors freguently 'try' one another by sending lightning.
A lightning witeh either may fly himeelf or may smear medicine om
a dove or a red-winged locust which, when it thunders, ig able t¢
1ge’ with the lightning! and strike where its owner wishee. Use
of the 1lightning bird itself for this purpose is impossibles A
wan that himself strikes as lightning must be scarified with
medieine conbtalning somé portion of the lightning bird,and when
learning to strike may be taken to a high desolate place whers he

is taught accuracy by being reguired %Yo strike one of a number of
aloes in a row. An informent once saw a man with black and white g
stripes allover his body and two branches tied to hia hipsj he
concluded that this must be a lightning witchy{ c.¢.fhe striped

hyena with its mane of upright halr on neck or along back, or the

striped polecat with bristles up Its tail in angerd. One who
controls lightning is able to prevent 1t fLrom striking him by
cutting or piercing the flash with a medicsted axe or apear,

telling it to go elsewhera. ILightning 'i:‘r@guem}.y strikes

villages and people in Vulovedu and in every instuance, some
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‘ Mma:atisg is brought ‘fk.o gourt. Huts may be magically protectad
agai&a&at 1ig}z%§1iﬂg. If a witch strikes a protected village i% is
: bgli&vaé that he will '£211%, change into s person and can thean
e esughts There ars no taboos agalnat milking or working dure
ing lightning bab the day sfter 1t has struck the whole district
hag a holiday.

Day-witches use geveral other techniques. A wvery common
form of day witcheraft is hu lesa (to cause %o eat), the introe
Gustion of medicine into beer or food, which on being gwallowad
turns into an indigestible plece of meat or other object that |
makes one 11l. Host people one wmeets have at some itime or obther
suffered from khilege. I a man has enemies, the Pirst thing he
doss 1s to abstain from drinking beer at their place. Pekata,

a heavy drinker, whose position as district head made it necessary
for him to be called to most beer-drinks in his area, abstained /
altogebher from all beer some months before our departure, because |
4el1d by a doctor to de careful. To pour real poison inbo food

(huy shels Khitsba) is a modern though still very uncomnon method =
of killing, Hu fahelgja (hu fa, to dis, hu elgfa, to cause Lo g0 '
for) is o causé a person o leave home, &.g.s for Buropesii |

employment, and die far away. ohig is done ehiefly by day witches

¥

but alse sometimes by night-wiichesj {4 is hosever, neither
common nor welleknown. Hodern sonditions with increased trita X
contaets in Europsan towns have led to @ tremendous ineressé in
dny witcheraft. New methods and medicines for hu lega, unknown
in the tribe before, are being sntroduced. Some even go so far
88 t6 say that the sending offiightning is a relatively recent
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thing from Hareni.
PRACTICES BORDERING ON RITCHCRAPT.

Thers aré mahy fragtices bordering on witcheraft, indisting-
aighable from day witcheraft in technique and method of precedure
‘pub cene&i&ez%aa legitimate and therefore not _W;i.tchoraft, in the true .
gense. Some of these are so close to, that they are sometimes
lookad upon aé,. witcheraft. The deciding factor #n. such cases
is slways the result: if it causes death it 1s witeherafby if 1%
doss not or is done with an objeet thad is vecognised as legiti-
mate, it is not witcheraft. Hit debeka is essenthlly legitimate.

T4s technijue consiste in changing the nature of t.hingé, making
medicdted pleces of the skin of an animal turn into the animal
itself, changing a person's sex, and one of the best=known doctors
in Loveduland iz skilled in madabi. It 1sa technique confined
to men, employed to make a woman marry you or to frighten her into
coming back to you when she has run awaye No one has every heard 1
of a woman sending M:g | A womsn ran away from her husband 1o ’
1ive with snother. Whenever she was cooking or doing her houseé-
hold dubties at her new home, monkeys and other animals appeared

a% the village till, frightened out of her wits, she ran back to
hey first husband. Madabi are often sent in conmection with
childbirth. Sometimes the sending of madabi is looked upon

as witchoraft. Halajd changed the &ex of Muhale's daughier so

ag to make the birth alfficalt epch time her child was about o

‘be born, because the child was his but the girl no longer loved
nime We were nmot allowed imbo the put, but the midwives, whom

we knew well, testified to a real change though probably because
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Evsnﬁéa:.’l‘y the birth took place, but shortly afterwards the baby

was desd. 'This was @'giéamﬁwmahcraﬁ, the case was brought o - |

gourt and & large fine lmposed. We were told of a case in which

by mesns of madsPl, a men changed a child iito 2 buck whils it r

‘m:‘;ng bormn. whe horns shuck inte the woman's womb and made the

birth impossible t11l medicine was obtained to countteract it.

Only the doctor who used madabi can undo or reverse its power by

by dabekulla, but other doctors may, 1f there has been any Injuwy,

nzal it with medicine. e
s practice similar to madsbi but differing from it in objest

is madilebo, At the time of the Swazi ralds, Ra ywagu, instead of

hiding in the fores’s, put hie faith in madilebo. «hen the enemy :

came his village turned into water and they could not find his
cattle though they heard their lowing. Magia, who was wamted by

the police during the whole period of our investigation was able,
wher chased by them, to disappesr even in the openj he was &ble o
hang like a bat on a plough o look just 1like a sparmer. When yb

eventually he was arresied, he aver ¢ and many people accepted,
that it was because he was tired.

¥hidobs_is & technique used against thieves and it is both
public and legitimate. Some kinds of Ehidoba are known as a home
remedy, some are obta ined from doctors. By means of medicine
used on ledmigeri grass (Hyparrhenis Tambg) one can cause & severs
and painful itching in the finger of the thief with may compel him |
to confess. Likewise, by hu dobs a stolen goat may be made to ory
out in the thief's belly as happenad in s recent case; probably of |

s roee T T O AT PR R Sy T




«‘@iﬂﬁ%ﬁbyﬁ‘%ﬁh:,w,cgﬁw:x:k,wraw‘ S et o x  fege

04

compulsion neurosis, in which bléating was taken ss conalusive
proof of his goilte. Anothei method of hu doba causes the eyss of
the thief to protrude till they fall out on to his stomachy and
1f his mother then eries on seeing him, he may dle. Rhidoba
s‘i’,rikes the thief even when he hides or sells the stolen goods.
ﬁeaﬁ,déa these measures, tsken to bring a thief to book after the
theft, one may by aniticipation protect one’s property by means of
a piece of latate nish (ariscus sp.) split at one end to resemble

the mouth of a snake and smeared with coloured medicines. When

placed at the hut entrance or on the border of your Tield, It
turns into a snake and bars the entry or exit of a thief, A
doetor we knew used to have serious talks with his son about the
fortune he would mske, if he knew this medicine, especially in

Johannesburg whers thefi is coumon and victims pay high prices.
The only recognised cure of the power and effect of hu dshe is by

asking Tor pardon, when the doetor who gave or used the khidoba _
will be ssked to dobulla 1.2., reverse the effects of hia medicine.
He will usually charge a lsrge fee {(even an ox) which he shares
with his client.

Uss of mcdicine on a grave which causes the death not only
of the witch who killed the deceased but also of other members of
his family, is not considered to be witcheraft. This s called
hy teikela or hy Gigla lewida (o work on the grave) and ig done
in various ways: the norpse may be smeared before burial or the

seed of a certa'n plurt from Rhodesia sown on the grave )and when

it grows the viteh will dlej or medicine and the stomach contents

of a goat may be poured down a hols in resch the body in its grave
This is the usual sense in which hu tsikela is used, dud sometimes
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$4 {s conceived of as a kind of hu doba sgainst a thief with

the purpose of wrecking vengeance not only on him bub also on L “
a1l those who have eaten of the thing stolen whether they sre L
{smocent strangers or gulliy accomplices. It kills, unlike

iy _dobs which merely injures. As in khidoba this form of hu

tgikela is more or less public, for the villagers and neighbours |
muzt be previously informed so thet they will have anm opportumity .

Lo confess. The other snd more usual form of hu tsikels is

dtrected against witches who zre murderers and for thet reason it
ig not publie, for it is concelved thai the witeh might take

counter measures or bribe a bad doctor to call back the medicinze

I+ may be sent to a definiie person discovered by consultation

with the bones, but the name ol the person w11l not be meniioned
in the spell lest the witch takes counter mensures. The spelil
is not in set terms ibni; 1% usually runs as follows, 'You Kufuba

(the deceased in the grave vhose death is to be avenged); we are
today working on your grave. e call all those who killed you
to follow you to the grava. We do not say only ome of them = we

mean all who are of them {the whole family). Do you alse call

them @o that all of them sheuld follow you'.
A death is sozetimes ascribad by the bounes %o hy Yeikelny
and in one case the sulcide of a glrl, who was sald to have be=

witched her husband's psople, was found tC have been caused bY
such medicine. Paradexical as 1v may seem, it is posslble for a
witeh who gets a dector to taikagls for him, %o be struck dowd by
the medicine intendled for anothers Tt is curious that, though
he knows that the medicine seeks out the true witch, he will risk

asueh 2 procedure, bub the explanation is that, though a doetkor
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might b degelved - his bones confused by the witch's medicine _
(xhipalanaga) the medicine cannot be, and that the fatal effect of
hu %sikpls 4o dlagnosed gx post facto. Thus in cne case where a
woman died, her sister went 4o a itsikela specialisti but subge-
quently the sister herself and some of her relatives died. When

& greal mygome was consulted he said that the sister had sent
mubsikela to people whom she hated and that, not finding the
myrderer there it rebturned and struck down the sender. Hulsikels "
will continue its deadly effects ualess fstopped’ by the doclor

who sent it, though there is a medicine (lesglo) which may be

eaten by all thoss who think they are in danger of vengeance magie,
to neutralize its effectss It is recognised that the witch

may retaliate to vengeance magig, though thie: is considered
unusual and almost always Ineffectual.

| Love medigine was not known to the Lovedu and its e is
generally said by the older peopls to be witeheraft. The only
legitimates practice was that of f’decti}ring' a boy who was ungbla

%o find a wife or whom the girls generally &isliked by smearing

nis body with the stomach contents of a geat or letting him 8it
under & waterfall or by getiing a cat to seratch his shoulder}
Nevertheless, this magie, introduced from the towns where,
especially among Zulu amnd Xhesa 1t is comion, is used dy many

young men in Vulovedu todaye One day a doctor quite openly
accosted a man asking for payment, saying )°Y¢m know full well |
you'd never have beem able to marry your wife if it had not been fay
the medieine I gave youl It is generally believed that Andrew,
whose first wife disliked him intensely ab £irat, won her by love
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medieiness And when Halatela was btrought to court for causing
the death of the child he had by a girl who would not marry him,
he sdmitted having used love madicines and named the doctor from

" whom he hsd cbtainsd them though he denied responsibility for the

Seath of the child. One method employed in love magic soarifi-
cation of the forehead or use of tbe medicine in your snuff, makes
all the giris love youj Dlowing 2 medicdted pipe of vhe mukhure
snoub (Ricinys ep.) morning and evening, while calling the name

of u certain girl, will make her come 10 you 8oonj and there ars

yarious other medicines. love magic to cause hysteria in girls
is known as & Zulu practice but is nod used in Vulevedu. I%
would be looked upon as witeherafioe

These borderline methods, sometimes called witcherafi,
asometimes nots and often referred to as 'good’ wuloi brings ua to
a congideration of what conatitutes wulais ALl witeheraft is
sovially disapproved, anti-social, but this eriterion is nob
always sufficient to gistinguish between witcherafd proper and

pragtices pordering on viteheraft,. Swearing at pegple; or secolde- |

ing them violently, when the cause hardly justifies it, is liable
to eall fown upon them forces which lead to death or misfortume.
46 them or their family. It {ie called lgpols and is réprohensi~
blzj but it is not vplods nor is pahail, {1iness caused by the
{11l-feeling of a father's sister or other relative. The conduct

of a women who, having had an aborticn, causes her husband®s

death through neglecting to give him the medicine necessary to

ward off sush aimmter)ia strongly ase digspproved of, but i% 1s
ot witeheraft even though 4% causes deatle
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