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In the 1%40s and 1950s in reserve and trust areas from the
Zoutpansberg to the Ciskel bitter battles were fought against
first Betterment Schemes and then Bantu Authorities. Communities
believed - with good reason - that these state initiatives posed a
mortal threat to their residual, but cherished, economic and
political autonomy. These episodes are usually treated under the
rubric of rural or peasant resistance but the centrality of
migrant labour to the South African political economy has always
undermined simple divisions between town and countryside. A
closer examination shows that in virtually every instance of
resistance urban—-based migrant organizations played wvital

roles, Yet this is difficult to explain Tor groups like the
Zoutpansberg Cultural Association, the Bahurutshe Association or
the Mpondo Association step almost entirely unheralded onto the
stage.({1) We have the bharest idea of the long history of

migrant organization which preceded their part in these events.

It has also become commonplace in the literature on ‘'‘rural
resistance' to suggest that the ANC, while not entirely
insensitive to rural issues in the 1940s and 1950s, nonetheless
failed to establisin effective rural organization and played at
best a marginal role in the various revalis.{(g) This cenclusian
is partly based on the sparseness of Congress branches 1n the
countryside. But it has been arrived at without any syszstematic
attempt to examine a crutgial question. Did migrants and their
organizations provide a partly unseen but effective bridge
between the ANC, the SACP and rural politics?

These gaps in our understanding of 'rural resistance’ will not
easily be filled . This article, however, attempts to provide
same illumination of these issues by means of a study of the role.
of migrants in the Sekhukhuneland Reveolt of 1957 - 19461. To give
some indication of the destination of the argument, the evidence
suggests that a movement established in 1934 from within the
support and played a key role in organizing and sustaining the
resistance in the eastern Transvaal. The journey to this
conclusion will, however, be long and prone to detour - for in
order to be able to explain the interaction between migrants, the
ANC, and rural conflict in the 1920s it is necessary to trace

the changing patterns cf Pedl employment and association from at

least the 1930s.




Patterns of Migrancy

The Pedi were amongst the earliest migrant labourers in South
African finding employment from the 1850s on the farms and in the
coastal towns of the eastern Cape and then domimating the labour
market at Kimberley from the 18705 until the mid 1890s. The last
years of the nineteenth century and the first decade of the
twentieth saw a partial recrientation of Pedi migrancy towards
the Rand. But the diamond industry continued to be an important
focus especially after the opening of Premier Mines on the
southern border of Sekhukhuneland in 19202. Premier Mines, in
fact, became the single most importanmt employer of Pedi workers
until the early 1930s. But diamond mines had one major
disadvantage — their wvulnerabilty to recession. There were major
reductions of the workforce in 1914, the early 1920s and massive
lay offs after 1930. Premier Mine was effectively shut down in
1231 and thousands of FPedi workers had to seek work elsewhere -

mainly on the goldmines.

In the nineteenth century some Pedi youths sought employment on
local farms but this practice declined with the development of
coal mining at Witbank and Middelburg before the Anglo-Boer War
and the opening of asbestos, tin and platinum mines from the
second decade of the twentieth century which provided lecal though
relatively low paid employment. From the 18%0s young men also
found employment as domestic workers initially in neighbouring
towns and increasingly also on the Rand. A common pattern in

the twentieth century was that individuals would first take local
Jobs and thus acguire the skills and resources to make their own
way to the higher paying urban centres. By the early 1930z the
bulk of the Pedi mine workers were employed on the East Rand
mines — mainly as surface workers. But while some youths from
Sekhukbuneland also found work in the white suburbs of the East
Rand the majority of Pedi domestics worked in Pretoria and

Johannesburg.

From their earliest inveolvement in migrant labour men from
Sekhukhuneland stuck together both en route to work and, where .
possible, at their place of employment. This initially had two
dimensions. One was the exercise of chiefly power. Some of the
first men who left Sekhukhuneland did so at roval beéhest in
regimental graoups and elements of this form of organization
played a role well into the twentieth century. Chiefly
representatives also travelled and lived with migranmts. In the
decades immediately after the Boer War chiefs made regular trips
to mining centres to visit their subjects — not least of all to

collect Tunds from them.

The second element was the protection, comfort and sense of
dignity that concentration and solidarity afforded young men
living and working in harsh and alien contexts fTar from haome. In
the nineteenth century a lone migrant was often prey to exaction
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and attack whereas groups of Pedi migrants were able to defend
themzelves. And in the early twentieth century it was commented

of Pedi migrants on the gold mines
" There is no doubt that they

do not like being portioned ocut to the mines. In the first place
they like to know before they leave the laocation to what mine
they are going; and secondly a gang likes to go to the same place
and not be divided up. " Indeed if they were divided and
allocated " they look upon themselves as being sold as slawves to
the mines" (S5NA124/03)

The tendency of Pedi migrants to cluster at specific emplovyers
was also, of course, a response to variations in wages,
canditions and proximity. Pedi experience of recruiters -
kalatsane (cheats) - and loang contracts persuaded men to avoid
both wherever possible. The men who toock this route were usually
inexperienced, without money for transport, desperate for
advances or instructed to do so by their parents or chiefs. An
insistence on only taking contracts for specific mines and the
predominantly "voluntary"” nature of most Pedi migrancy to the
mines enabled men to maintain important elements of choice about
where and with whom they worked. The concentration of Pedi
migrants at certain mines and the enforcement of ethnic
divisions on the mines also allowed for some continuities in
patterns of authority and organization between countryside and

compound.

In the twentieth century it was not only through sporadic chiefly
visits that rural hierarchies made themselves felt on the mines.
Crucial additional dimensions were centributed by mine police and
indunas who, at least in the Pedi case, were often men of senior
rank within rural communities and acted as a link between men

on the mines and their home villages. These individuals also
played crucial role as recruiters both sending requests for
warkers to their communities and acting as a focal point for

men making their own way to the Rand.

Jeeves has pointed out how some chiefs and independent

recruiters insisted that each group of recruits be able to
designate one of its number a "police boy”. In 1914 on the giant
ModderBee mine, which was particularly popular amangst Pedi
workers, there was an average of one "native" policeman for every
twenty workers. The compound Manager complained that they "want
the highest wages; and those we give them to induce the native
(sic)coming here" The exclusion of independent recruiters by the
1920s reduced this pactice but it by no means put an end to the
central role of the mine police.

These individuals acted as informal recruiters and to

maintain chiefly authority. They alsa seem to have been able to
offer the men from their own home areas some protection from some
of the violence endemic to mine life and interceded in conflicts
bhetween them and management. They could also arbitrate in the
event of disputes within the ranks of their countrymen. The
context in which they operated was further structured by



a number of other forms of association linking men from common
villages and districts. But in order to explain these networks
it is necessary to =xplore elements of youth socialization in

Sekhukhuneland.

1900-1930

In the first decades of the twentieth century most Pedi youths
spent much of their time in the countryside looking after stock,
firstly small stock which were herded in the environs of their
villages and subsecuently large stock which often were kept at
remote cattle posts. They could spend months away living on milk
and the product of the hunt. When not herding, milking or hunting

boys played musical instruments, sang and fought. Life at the
cattle post could bz harsh. It was bitterly cold in winter and
food could run short . But these boys also had considerable

freedom from parental control and many migrants remember these as
heady days when they "rode cattle at a gallop"” (S.Motubatse) and
"drank milk like caives" (Mampuru).

Education at the cattle post and more generally amongst herders
was largely in the hands of their peers and older youths. Only a
tiny minority attended the handful of mission schools in the area
and these children were overwhelmingly from the small christian
communities. Especially in the central reserve areas hostility to
Christianity remained strong and converts usually lived in
separate sections o7 the villages. Christian and "traditonalist "
youth tended to remsin in distinct groups with limited
fraternization and even open hostilty between them. Any youth
from a traditionalist family who was baptized risked being given
a thorough beating bty his parents and or the chief.Indeed, one of
the main reasons that attendance at schools was so low was the
parental fear that the schoals were primarily recruiting grounds

for Christianity.

Non-christian vouths had clearly defined leaders who

emerged through swiich fighting competitions. On the day

of Mothibp " Bundles and bundles” of sticks would be cut and

the fighting would continue all day until in the evening when
the boys would return singing to the village to present the
overall champion to the chief who would appoint him as the
leader of the youth.{ L Motubatse pl3) Champion musicians,
singers and dancers also emerged. Once leaders have been
established the youths were no lenger known as basemane (boys)
but masoboro (uninitiated youths). These adolescents formed a
distinct sub group. Their parents were not held responsible

for their actions but they were also not full members of the
community. They administered their own internal forms of - often
rough -~ justice . They were expected to engage in petty theft and
to be insubardinate and cheeky. They " formed a lawless gang
whose actions fall largely outside the pattern of tribal law."
Their parents lamentad this behaviour and punished it severly
when they got the chance but they also understood that it was a
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phase which would pass with initiation.

Initation was held in the individual chiefdoms approximately
second the boggwera by one to two years. Initation was an
institution of central importance within Pedi scciety " a
cornerstone of the whole social and political organization” and
it, of course, also served to mark the transition from youth to
adulthood. It was compulsory for all youths of the appropriate
age, which included lads from their early teens to their mid
twenties, tao attend. They were secluded for three months at a
time in lodges in the mountains. The instruction they received
laid great emphasis on rank, the office of chieftainship, and the
authority of age. Boys were schooled in the history of the
cammynity and in the economic, political and sexual roles that
they would assume as adults . During initiation and also more
generally youths had it drummed in to them that their prime
loyalty and responsibility lay in the countryside to their
parents and to the househbolds they waud one day establish
themselves. Urban areas were Makgoweng — the place of the whites.
They were warned that locations, and especially urban women were,
dangercus, disease ridden and degrading. And they had the example
of christian youth - who it was believed simply abandoned their
rural responsibilites — held up to them as an example of truly

delinguent behaviour.

Each initiation group was formed into a regiment led by a rovyal
sgn and the process was designed to cement the loyalty of

the members to the chieftainship, to re-inforce the bonds betweesn
age mates and to create relatiomships of solidarity and mutual
co-pperation that would last through life. There remained only
marriage and establisihning a household between the young man and
full adult status. Jonn Kgoana Nkadimeng realised aftter his

initiation at the village of Manganeng
"From now on you

are a man, you must think and behave like a man, you can now .
attend meetings... you are responsible, vyow don't just go (around
alone), you must be with the group , you must have discussions
about the problems facing the village." He alsoc reflected " It
has a political element because it means that pecople come togther
to recognise that as one they can do nothing but together they
can do something.” A man also retained " a special link with

that group”.

Missionaries and converts viewed initiation as the bedrock of
paganism and chiefly power and normally prohibited youths from
attending. This deepened the cleavages between the groups still
further for a non—-initiated man could nat be made privy to the
affairs of initiates. Even later in towns when migrants held
meetings, however educated a man might be "if you have not been
to initiation school ... yYou are nothing man”.(Nkadimeng) This
exclusion was something which many christian youths felt deeply
and attempts were made within christian communities to
incarporate elements of traditional initiation. Confirmation was



presented as an equivalent experience and Godfrey Pitje remembers
that i1nformal ages sets were widely recognised amongst
christian youth. But a yawning gulf remained.

For much of the nineteenth century voung men would only undertake
their first spell of migrancy once they had been initiated. A
trip to the mines was to some extent incorporated as a stage in
the transition to manhood. But by the twentieth century while it
was considered to be preferable to wait until intitiation before
looking for work the realty was that many youths left for town
before initiation. But this did not mean that they missed
intitiation or the processes that surrounded it. The tendency of
Pedi migrants to cluster at particular points of employment
ensured that, while entire age grades seldom found employment at
one place, sections often did and and could practice

many of the activities, including singing, dancing and Tighting
appropriate to masoboro. Indeed its seems to have been the
practice for masoboro to cluster at certain local mines partly
for this reason. Penge and Premier Mines in the twenties and the
Anglo —~French Colliery w3 at Witbank in the 1930s are some

examples.

As soon as a decision was taken by the chief to establish an
inititiation group word would be sent to youths working in mines
and towns that they must return home . The network of mine police
played a central role in communicating this informatiom and
ensuring that the masoboro could return home. Workers to replace
the initiates would also sometimes be sent from their wvillages.

Lebike Motubatse recalls,

"There in the compounds there were police from our
place. They would call you there in the compound... They would
say" you of this place listen at your place this year initiation
is taking place ...the uninitiated that are working here can go

home" {Motubatse L 11)

They were assisted in this by the members af the previously
formed regiment and some of these men would also return to S
officiate at the initiation of their "younger brothers”".(L.Motubatse

pal)

ATter initiation age mates scattered more widely but the
existence of elements of chiefly authority in the caompounds ,

the clustering of Pedi migrants and the enforcement of ethnic
divisions on certain mines meant that standing by rank and
regiment and close bonds between age mates were not left

behind in the countryside as workers journeyed to the towns and
mascoboro became men . Migrants lived with warkers from their haome
villages and districts ,they discussed matters of home and they
also dealt with disputes that developed amongst themselves. Men
also travelled between the different mines visiting their village
and age mates and engaging in a range of actvities with them from

grinking to debate.



At this stage Pedi migrants remained very wary aof locations.
Some went both there and to the town centres. Mohube Phala for
example remembers going into Johannesburg, riding on rickshas and
buying drink from the Ma-chine (the chinese) But many liked
little of what they saw. Sekgothe Makotanyane expressed a fairly
typical attitude when he recalled

"I Jjust didnt like the
location. I just wanted to work or come home if not working.
I thought that the location people mignt micslsad me and I didnt
like them or thelr behaviour. I Aidnt 1ike that 1§ was essy for
one to find a woman there and forget to come back home"

Any man who became involved with an urban woman would be shunned
by his fellows and the elders on the mines would deal with him
severly .Lebike Motubatse recalls

" our elders... were not
permitting that you, a child having come to the town, should desire
(urban women). They said " you will die socon. The women of the
towns kill people. It was a binding regulation ( and if vou
breached it) they would drive you out of the compound...It was a
disgrace ...they will just part ways with you ."

There was some
homosexuality in the compounds but it does not seem to have
played a central role in the world of Pedi migrants. Men were
encouraged Dy their elders to go home if they could no longer
stand caompound conditions and short contracts and the relative
proximity of Sekhukhuneland to the Rand also helped to reduce the
need Tor homosexual release.( e.g.L.Motubatse,
M.Mampuru,Kgaphola, Mogase Sekhukhune)

In this world ties based on membership of specific villages
remained strong but broader identities were also played a part.
In Sekhukhuneland the people thought of as being Pedi were
primarily members of the dominant Maroteng chiefdoms. Other
people would identify themselves by clan and chiefdom as say a .
Koni from Pokwani or Tau from Manganeng. In the world of the
mines and towns where rather cruder ethnic categories
predaominated men both found themselves placed in wider groupings
and realised that they needed to employ broader categories. The
term Pedi came to be widely used and emplovers and officials
often lumped all Transvaal Sotho together under this appellation.
But migrants tended to group themselves into people from the
south side of Pietersburg and those from the north. A division
which in historical terms broadly coincided with the distinction
between those groups which had been subject to the Pedi

Kingdom and those which had not..

Rurally based patterns of association were thus continued in
modified form in the compounds but a variety groupings more to
the specific to thHe mines also developed. One was that close
friends would form savings groups which were in essence rotating
credit asspociations in which a number of migrants contributed
every week or month and each would take turns in drawing the full



amount. However one of the maost interesting forms of association
was too fluid to be called a group. One informant simply
described it as "the collection”.( Radingoane) If a man was
injured money would be collected to assist him to travel home and
same men might be delegated to travel with him home. But the
main role of "the collection” came in the event of a waorkers
death. At that stage a man who died at work was buried in the
mine cemetry. But money would be gathered so that the his
personal effects could be taken home, his wife and parents

told of the circumstances of his death and sometimes given an
amount of money. It was strangly felt that his family should know
his true fate and not be left wondering whether he had simply
abandaned his rural responsibilites and been sucked into town
life. As one informant expressed it. "There are some people who
are just taken by the leg of the lacust and vanish there in the
wilderness"”. ( Mampuru) For despite all the barriers which they
attempted to erect rural communites nonetheless suffered a steady
haemorrhage of men to the towns and some families were left with
the anguish of not knowing whether their sons or husbands were

dead or alive.

Pedi migrants outside of compounded employment also created a
rich variety of associations. One of the most important and
certainly one of the most visible of these were the Malaita
groups who gathered on Sundays and marched to the venues for
their boxing contests. In Marabastad in the 1930s and
1940s the residents would gather

" to look at them in rival batches march up
Barber street. They had on shorts,tennis caps, tennis shoes and
handkerchiefs dangled from their pockets. They crouched, shook
their fists in the air so that the plastic bangles round their
wrists clanged. They moved with long strides like a black army ..
they sprang and shouted"

It was a sight that struck fear and
sometimes loathing into urban black and white aobserver alike. But
participants had a rather different self image. One remembers .
how on the East Rand when they marched to their battle grounds on ~
Sundays .

" We dressed well, we blew whistles, we could be seen by
each and everyone. We were not hiding away in order to ambush
peaple®.

The implied contrast 1s with the " tsotsi
who hide in the grass and kill people'"{ Ngoanatsomane Sekhukhune)

The - fact that Malaita were visible does not mean however that
they were well understood. When the forerunners of these groups
appeared on the streets ot Johannesburg in the first decade of
the century whites and educated Africans viewed them through the
still more sinister lenses provided by black peril scares and the
criminal activities of the ninevites. Criminality has also
provided an important foil against which historiams have examined’
these groups and this has tended to obscure the probably more
pertinent backdrops of rural youth organization and the range of
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social forms crafted by migrants on the Rand.

These Malaita groups were, from their inception overwhelmingly
composed of domestic workers and were significantly Pedi (Transvaal
Sotho) in composition. One starting point in understanding the
development of the Malaita is to examine the context in which
Pedi youths entered domestic service on the Rand in large
numbers. It is possible that some Pedi men were attracted into
this employment on the Rand by the relatively high wages paid in
the closing years af the nineteenth century but the main movement
into "the kitchens" came in the first decade of the twentieth
century.The depression on the Rand starting in 1906 resulted in a
reduction of wage levels for domestics and created a market for
relatively poorly paid youths. This demand was also assisted by
the black peril scares of the time which meant that °
householders, thinking it safer to do so, prefer to employ youths
for indoor work”{( TNAD 1908-% p31.) In Johannesburg the white
working class areas made most extensive use of this form of

labour.

The youths appears to have been largely drawn from Pietersburg
and Sekhukhuneland. These districts were hit by a series of crop
failures from 1902 to 1907 which lead to serious local food
shortages. This in itself generated pressure for lads to Tind
employment. It was reported in January of 1903, for example,
that" large numbers of boys are leaving to seek work amongst them
being many boys from twelve years upwards'"SNA30/3944&/05. However
these vyouths position in rural society was to be even more
seriously threatened. As we have seen the principal role af
vouths fram was cattle herding and they also occuppied a
transitional lesobgro status. In 1904 East Coast fFever struck in

these districts and by 1908 there had been "severe losses of

horned stock" and considerable proportions of the herds " were
concentrated at pasts of isclation” and kept "under -the charge of
approved native guards”.( ) All of this coming in a context were

herds were stll making slow recovery from the devastation of
Rinderpecst., Virtually at one fell swoop the positien of
adolescent youths within the rural division of labour underwent
massive reduction. And against this backdraop it is hardly
suprising that increasing numbers were recruited for domestic
labour or made theilr way to town. Most were too young and
probably too malnourished to get employment on the mines. And
though urban domestic wages may have been declining they were
massively higher than anything that these lads could earn in

local employment.

It was probably these youths that contributed to the rapid growth
aof a Malaita presence on the streets and while these groups
clearly drew some inspiratian from previous forms of organization
on the Rand, much of what we know of them — from their

patterns of leadership through fighting,music, dancing,singing
and even petty thieving — shows sirong affinities with masoboro
arganization and culture in the countryside. This is not to
suggest that the urban experience was not important. Clearly the
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nature of their work ang living canditions played its part in
shaping the the peeesme of these Sunday outings. Equally this
first decade was a time of flux and change in which new forms
were being crafted and @ variety af patterns competed for
dominance. But nonetheless central to this process was the
attempt by increasing numbers of rural youths newly in urban
empioyment to create a world which provided some continuilty
between their previous lives as herders ranging across the
Sekhukhuneland veld and their present circumstance as skivies

cooped up in the kitchens and backyards of Bez. Valley.

This is also not to suggest that all these youths stayed clear
of serious crime arnd vicious bebhavious and there is evidence that
some engaged in both. But it is to argue that it is mistaken to
see these as central to this pattern of association as a whole.
As black peril scares receded and as the Malaita became a more
fTamiliar part of the urban landscape they came to seen by many as
more of a nuisance than a threat. In 19246 Selope Thema remarked
that they were in most cases "ignorant boys employed in domesticg
sevice" and by 1929 Umteteli Wa Bantu was commenting that they
were " not usually of the criminal type ". In 19392 one of the
fullest accounts that exists of these groups concluded that " the
criminal aspect of the gangs is guite small". Certainly Pedi
migrants who had experience of these groups in the 1920s and
1930s distinguish sharply between their behavigur as "play for
boys to show off their strength” and the activities of criminal

gangs.

Oral and documentary evidence for the decades before the Second
World War suggest that the Malaita were mainly uneducated, non
Christian youths from the northern and eastern Transvaal. They
were usually under the age of 21 and once they had passed through
initiation and marriage their involvement in Amalaita groups
diminshed. While the vast maljority were domestics in Pretoria and
on the Rand a2 small minority were in compounded employment and
some were unemployed. There 1% some evidence especially in
Pretoria that gangs were based on specific suburbs but the oral
evidence which I have gathered stresses the regional anmd - to a
lesser extent ethnic - basis of the groups. Men fraom
Sekhukhuneland would form one group and campete and conflict with
groups of men from "north of Pietersburg" or groups described as
"the Venda" or the "Lobedu." It alsoc seems probable that village
based networks played an important part within these broader
categories. But there was also an important melti-ethnic
dimension for an overall champion would be recognised by all the
groups and the men from one urban centre would comptete against

men from other towns. (eg Mampuru, Ng Sek)

Pedi youths usually headed for suburbs in which men fraom their
village were already employed and indeed it was often through
these networks - especially through the assistance oT older
workers - that they secured employment. Individual suburbs

could even become dominated by workers from particular districts-
and this may have contributed to the apparently suburban basis
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o seme Malaita groups. However these youths were nonethelese

ivided between difterens hUUSwﬂG}GE and lived and worked
glongeide domestics oF diverss origins. One former domesitic
recalled that in the 1930s

"oWhile during the wesk we were
together with workers Trom other places on Sundave we ( youths
Tirom Sekhubhunsland) separated ocurselves and came togsther as
one . P {Maredl
Theze adolescents were also proud of their rural origins and

looked eskance at urban lifTestyvlies. fde Mogase Sekhuikhune cbserved

"Malaitas were people who bowxed...They wers rural people....who
worrk 1 the town 1inm the kitchesns buth they didnt go to the
locationes. They didnt like | airban) womein.'

. Involvement in thess
grovips helpsd youths to counteract the atomization, degradaticon
and diyudgery of their working lives. They alsc provided
continuitles with the rwal worlds in which they had previously
moved avwd assisted them to vetain their distance from wban
temptations in the crucial yvears of initiation and marviage

during which theilr rural responsibilites were cemented.

These groups alsc provided thelr memberse with more éoﬁcreﬁe
suppert. They kept each other acguaintsd with what jobs were
gvallable and provided those whe lost or could not find work with
food and shelter. The Malaita nkgwete (champicrms) would also
reczlive money Trom thelr fTollowers. Most men would lsave this
mather rugged Taorm of recreatian by their early twenties.

But dropping out of Malailtae activity did not mean that these men
sgvered thelr tiss with rurally bazed networks. Older domestic
workers kept an eve on the activities of th= youngsr men from
their home arzas angd they alec clubbed together to assist one
ancther in the event o7 death or disease.

Thus it gcan be sesn that there ware areas of broad similarity
betwesn some of the patterns of aszcociztion which developed in
the suburbs snd 1w the compounds.In bBoth contexts thouwghn in
madified Torm glemenss oFf mascboro culture were maintalned
and vouths remalned encapztilated in rural networkse which in part
shielded thnem from the allure of wban life. Once inttiated
marvyied and increaszinloly acquainted with th= towrs, the
clossrme=s of some of these bonds slackensd somewhat but linkages
with octher men from Sekbukhuneland continued to play a kev role i
the lives of m$hidltq andd were petentially crucial 1nm the svent
o7 dissster. The importance of these bonds did not precluds
interacuion with wider groupse or Torms of assoclaticon which which
were ot bawed on wvillage or vregional ties. Neither did it mean
that men Tellt that 1t was saopropriate for ethnic divielons
contrived by the =tate and enplovers to be imposed as the central
divicgionz in the world in which they lived and worked. But
migirant oyvganization though widespread tended to be inTormal and
introverted. Therse ig littlie evidencs that non-christian and
unschooled migrants had covtact with either wider political o
labowr movemnents in the decadss before the sscond world wair.
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Another form of organization amongst Pedi in the towns were
formal ethnic associations. In the first decade of the century a
Bapedi Union was ecstablished probably in Pretoria. In the

late 19305 there are references to a newly formed Bapedi Union, a
Bapedi Club, and a Bapedi National Scciety on the Rand. The
limited evidence that I have on these groups suggests that they
were dominated by Christians, those with some education, and
those settled permanently in towns, In Jehanneshburg in the {9309
the main centers of activity were Saphiatown and Alexandria . The
Bapedi club was founded by J Maketa Tema who had primary school
education and in 1931 opened " the Sophiatown Plumbing Works®,
The clubs' menbers were "all..Bapedi" and it was intended " to
keep people off the streets on Sundays and to keep them from drink
" it held " dances and concerts” and promoted sports. Improvement
and self-help seems to have been central themes in the activities
of these organizations. In 1937, for example, the Bapedi Union
proclaimed its objectives - significantly in English - as being
to "unite all Bapedi on the Rand and to make them know one
anaother, to make some means to those who are homeless of getting
jobs and to deal with matters which affect them.”"(Bantu World)
Exactly what assistance was actually given remains unclear.

Interview material also suggests that these organizations
increasingly took on the role of burial societies collecting

funds to provide for a decent and christian burial for members.
The first "Bantu Burial Society" was founded on the Rand in 1932
but there was a coansiderably longer histaory of such institutions
amongst Afrikaaners and Coloureds. (Iliffe)Burial societies spread
rapidly amongst the urban African population in the 1%230s and

were pervasive by the 1940s. In 1944 — fgr example - some 63% of
households in Western Native Township subscribed to such
societies.(African Studies 1944)

It ig unlikely that these "Bapedi'" associations in the 1930s saw
themselves as having a primarily political role. There was,
however an overlap of membership and even leadership between them
and political organizations. In 1939 for example, H. Nkageleng
Nkadimeng was both assistant secretary of the Transvaal African
Congress and Secretary of Bapedi National Unign.{Xuma Papers)
This averlap and the relatively educated and Christian membership
that both represented, ensured that there was much less of a gulf
betwesen them than there was between the ANC and the world of most
Pedi miners and domestics in the 1930s. And, while these ethnic
associations cultivated relationships with a rural elite of
chiefs and educated men, they remained remcote from mast migrants
from Sekhukhuneland working on the Rand.

___________________ 1333 -133Q

In the late 1930s and the 1940s significant shifts took place in
the nature of Pedi employment on the Rand. Some Pedi migrants had
from the first years af the century found employment in the -

shops, hotels, affices and industry that developed on the Rand.
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But the overwhelming majority remained as mineworkers and
domestics until the 1930s. The resumption of economic growth, in
particular the expansion of secondary industry from the mid 1930s,
was accompanied by an increasing tendency for Pedi migrants,

after a few years of service either on mines or in the suburbs,

to seek more lucrative employment elsewhere. A Tairly

typical pattern seems to have been for workers with domestic
experience to seek employment in the =zervice sector ar as
messengers in the city, while men with mining experience tended to
take work in the burgeoning factories of the rand. Some migrants
once they had a degree of familiarity with urban life and language
simply went from place to place until they found work. But they
blazed paths which many others then followed and village

clusters developed at specific fTactories . Harrys Hat Factory in
Doornfontein, for example, became a mecca for men from Manganeng.
Migrants ability to find work was alsp assisted by the attitude

of many employers. John Nkadimeng recalls of the 1940s that many
businesses had a policy of employing migrants .

"They didn't
like the people who come from the townships - they liked people
who came from outside. Many Tactoaries were like that at that
time. You see (migrants) were not unionized, they were not
conscious of this question. We didn't know anything about trade
union rights and all these things, whereas the people in the
townships ..knew a lot.”

But although some caoncentration of warkers toock place the scale of
these enterprises meant that the clustering of workers which had
taken place in the mining industry gave way to a rather more
atomized pattern. There were exceptions, however, and probably

the most importanmt of these was Iscor in Pretoria which became an
increasinly important focus of Pedi employment from the late 1930s.

In the 1940s and 1950s a concsiderably smaller but nonetheless
significant shift was also taking place into self-employment. A
number of men intially supplemented their incomes and later
turned fully to actvities like tailoring, hawking and taxi
driving. Others established shanty shops in Masakeng and other
squatter camps. And while those who succesfully made this
transition were relatively few in number they came to play an
important role in the wider migrant world. They moved widely
amonast the migrant groupings selling their wares and services
and carrying with them news and messages,

Changes in the nature of employment also resulted in migrants
finding new kinds o7 accomodation. Migrants left suburban
backyards and the mine compounds. A number aof their new emplovers
such as the parastatals and the municipalities had their own
compounds. But workers in offices and fTactories also had to find
accomodation. One possibilty was what became known as the
"lpcations in the sky" which were created by mer moving in to the
servants gquarters on top of blocks of flats. Another possibility
were the thé hostels of the East Rand and Johannmesburg and a bed
in one gof these aften came with the job. The Jahannesburg City
Council had established Wemmer Hostel in 1924, Wolhuter (known as

-
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Jeppe by migrants) Hostel in 1932, Mai Mai hostel in 19240 and
Denver Hostel in 19446. Jeppe and Denver hostels, in particular,
housed increasing numbers of Fedi workers.

These new compounds and hostels shawed some continuity with the
mine compounds - not least of all in their often unhygenic and
overcrowded conditions. As Timothy Lerutla who lived in

Jehannesburg in the 1940s put it
" Jeppe Hostel was ridiculous -

life there, I don't even want to describe it, because we had to live

like pigs". te
But there were also 2 numper of im;mk%ﬁnﬁ contrasts.

One of the most important of these was the FTact that ethnicity
was not the official organizing principle of this world. In the
hostels and compounds, clustering by village and district did
take place but nonetheless men from a variety of backgrounds
could and did share rcoms. While ethnic tensions existed the
"factions fights" which bedevilled the mines were not a

common feature of hostel life. The structures of control and
avthority which were so central to mine compounds were

also nowhere near as pervasive in the hostels. All in all the
world of the hostel dwellers was considerably less regimented and
controlled than that of miners.

Hostel dwellers were also less remcoved than compounded migrants
or suburban domestics from a wider urban world. On the East Rand
hostels were often built in the locations while the Johannesburg
hostels were sited close to the city centre. This did not mean that
tensions between migrants and urban Africams wvanished, but it
lowered the barriers which had existed between migrants and city
life. It was very much easier to gsain access to and hold meetings
in the hostels than it wag in the mine compounds and they became
centres of interaction for a very much wider group of migrants
than actually lived in them. In Jehannesburg, as we shall explore
further, Jeppe and Denver Hostels, which lay just to the east of
the city centre became important focal points where men from the
mines , municipalities, kitchens, offices and factories could

-

meet. N

These changes in migrant employment and accomodation were partly
facilitated and partly accompanied by changes in the educational
levels of Pedi migrants. As we have seen there was censiderable

hostilty to education amongst “traditionalist" communities in -

Sekhukhuneland and there was also miserly provision af
educational resources. But in the 17205 and particularly in the
1930s this began to change. The virtual stranglehold which the
Berlin Missionary Society had on schooling in the area was
loosened and a rnumber of other missions including the Anglicans
and the Catholics established primary schools. Also, although the
repeated requests for the estblishment of rnon~denominational
schools were refused, levels of migrant hostilty to mission
schools diminished somewhat, as men with long experience of
life in the cities started to impress on their sons the need
for some schooling to be able to secure reasonable employment.
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Communities which lacked local missian insitutions in some cases
set out to create theirzschools . At Mafefe for example in the
LD

1930s
" We had one teacher who taught us under the mohlopi tree,

he would lean his blackboard against it. He " stayed in the
village in a small thatched house which was built fer him... he
was hired by the community .. we paid him with chicken eggs.”

{ Manailane)

Boys often alternated between spending one week herding and one
week at school. But this drive for education did not only take
place in the rural areas. Many migrants on the mines and in the
hostels became determined to learn to read and write. Often they
would turm to literate fellow migrants who out of concern or for
a small fee would assist them with basic literacy. Men fram
Sekhukhuneland also turned to night schools to either upgrade
their education or to acquire basic skills. The extent of this
should not be exaggerated, the majority of migrants from the area
were still without western schooling by the 1940s but many mare
men than previously were now leaving for town with some

primary school education. They were literate in the vernacular and
bhad some grasp of English which exposure to urban life could
rapidly supplement. Some men became avid newspaper readers and
they would tell their fellow workers the news of the dav.

The consciousness of migrants was, however, also significantly
atfected by a rather different set of experiences .
Sekhukhuneland became one of the main centres of recruitment Tor
military service in the second world war. From the central
magisterial district alone 1622 men enlisted and considerable
numbers were recruited from adjoining areas. One reasan

for this high level of recruitment seems to have been a
combination of drought anmd continuing chiefly authority and
chiefly coercian At Mohlaletse men enlisted in regiments
assembled by the Paramount " we were the soldiers of Kgosi
Sekhukhune II" ( Mafiri} While in other chiefdoms the process
was less formal it was clear to individuals that if they failed
to enlist their future in the chiefdom would be compromised. Many-
men were also led to believe that they would receive substantial
rewards. One man recalled that he thought "I would get something
splendid because I was fTighting for the government® A widespread
belief was that military service would be rewarded with land

grants. (Lerutla etc}

The experience which ensued was a diverse gne. For some it
involved the grinding tedium and humiliation of standing quard
armed only

"with an assegai. If you were approached you had to
say "Halt"...if he refused to halt you would stab him with the
assegai, if he had a weapon I would use a whistle for help”.(
Matiri)

Other recruits were trained as drivers, or medical
orderlies. Some found themselves in the Middle East and at last
allowed to carry fire-arms but also facing the perils of
battle.(Radingoane) The eftfects of this experience were not




uniform. However, it considerably widened the horizons of many
men and one common strand which runs through all the accounts is
arngey at the mesgre rewarde which the servicemen received on
their discharge. This anger was pairtly divected towards the
chiets and local officials who had encouraged them to enlist and
found expression in & deepened distrust of &all they said. This
scepticism and th= belief that they had been cheated of promised
lamd was o be & =significant legacy foir rural politcs in the
ensuing decades. However, many of thie democbilized scldieirs had
little option but to seek employment almost immediately in towns
where they would alsc play a part in the post — wair political
ferment.

Migrant Organizaticon sfter the War

Mary of the patterins of assocaticon which have been sketched above
contimuwed after 1945. Young men clusterd in compounds and suburbs

and Malaita champions continued to bludgeon one ancther although
they now usually did so under the approving eves of the nolice
and werg seen more as an embarrasment than & threat by educated
ATricans. But new fTorms of assgciation alsc started to appear
vihich weire shaped by the changes in employment, accomodation and
education cutlined above. The most pervasive of these mew kinds
of organizaticon was burial soclieties. In the late 1940= and ths
early 1950g these socleties ceased to be the preserve of mainly
chiistian and wbanized Afiricans and a plethera of newly
established zocieties came to clalm widespread migrant
membership,

The more diverse and atomlized context which migrants found
themselves in these years did not lead to the abandenment of the
village and district based networks which had sustained them inm
previocus decades. The solidarity of the compound and the suburb
was replaced by movre formasl organiizational structwes which drew
on the enhanced educaticornal skills and earning power of migrants
and used as thelr principasl venues the centrally situsated and
relatively azcesible hostels. The firet stage of the development
these sccieties was that clugters of migirant emploved 1n one

cf the urbam centres -~ for instance Johavneshburg, Fretoria or
8prings - would hold a coellection in the event of one of theic’
numiderr dving te preoevide a propey burial in town o His belongings
were also zent home with someEbody  from his commurnity to inform
his family of the cirvcumstances of his death.

In the post war pevicd there was an attempt led by the scns of
Szkhukhune 11 to create an overarchimng burial socciety called the
Bapedi aAdvancement Bocliety. Fart of the impetus fovr this
initiative was the desire te maintaln chiefly authority in this
changimg centext and also to ward off more vadical claimants to
the allegiance of Fedi migrants.(Mampuru and Nkaedimeng?! But this

attempt to construct a scciety from the top down met with limited

success. The main impetus Tor the rapid exapansion of these

societies came from below ..
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With the passage of time the loose local assocliations

changed in several ways. Firstly their etructure became
increasingly village based - & development which was made
possible by the i1ncreasing numbers of men involved and which
also bore witness to the centrality of local ties in migrant
networks . They also became more formalized with chairmen and
treasurers appointed and regular, rather than sporadic,
contributions elicited from memberse. Migrantse were, however,
extremely chary about handing over their pay and insisted on a
number of checks on the preper handling of the finances. By the
mid 19350s many of these scclietlies had also opened bank and
building society accoeunts. They develeoped sepecial badges and
memiership cards. And 1t became increasingly commoen for the
bodies o7 workers who died toc be traveported back for burial in
their home villages with the members of the burial =zociety aleso
returning home Tor the Tuneral.

Bringing home the body of migranmts partly reflected a conmtinuation
of the earlier concern that communities and Tamilies should know
preciszsely what had happened to men who were away in the towns.

But brimging home the body also haed other comnctations,. In
commurities in which ancestoirs amd thelr graves playesd an
impertant part in the life of the village and especially in the
affairs of thelyv close kin, brimging back the bodies of dead men
played an important part iv ensuring & proper and harmomious
relationship betwesn the living and the dead. Farticularly
horrifying to migrants was the practice of incinerating paupers
whtich developed 1in the 19%0s on the Rand. For while burial in
the city was bad encugh the practice of incineration seemed ta
make tThe establishment of any proper reliationship with ones _
ancestors impossible. However, the Yorm of burial — an elaborate
fureral, the placing of the body in & coffin and. increasingly,

ivternment in & sepairate cemetiry - all cwed rather more to
migrants observation of christian and wibhan fTorme than to
"traditionsl"  practicss.

Burial societiss, however, were not only concerved with ensuring
a proper funeral. They were - g2z importantly — welfare sccieties o
which offered a variety of forme of protection for theily members
and their families. Firstly they provided for a lump sum payment
to be made to the family of the dead migramt. Secondly in the
evernt of a migrant becoming 11l or being injured these socisties
provided funds and companions to ensure that ths man vesched home
zatelv. Thirdly 1T a man lost his job or his accomedation members
of the scciety would assist him with money, food and lodginags and
help to find him alternative employment or housing. In the 1950s
these socisties formalised the smutually supportive vroales that
loo'ser migrant asscocliations had long played and pirovided crucial
protection agaimst the capricicus fates which presided over urban
life. They alsc provided a context in which the aftalres of home
could be mulled cver and dissected 1n minute detail and they alsco
provided a chaninel of communlcation between migrants and chiefs .
It szems to have been fairly common practice for specizsl mestings
to be summomed to discuss specific issues whigh had coma up in
relaticn to home commuanities. By the mid 1930s my interviews




suggest that most migirants froem Sekhukbuneland belonged to burial
socligties and these provided & central focus Tor migrant
networks.

—_———— = T O S I ot 4

The changed circumstances of migrants by the 1940s was not onl&
expregsesed in the efflorescence of particularist burial societies,
There was also an increasing involvement of migrants with unions
and palitical organizations - particularly the ARC.

The ANC was no strangsr to Sekhukbuneland. It had a vich
history of connection with the area which ztretched hack to the
first decads of the century and which canmnot be done justice
in this conmtext. In the 17405 attempts were made to revive
crganization in the area and there were a number of sympathetic
chiefs and clusters of local supporters of the movement.
Nenetheless, the A.N.C.s relationship with the area remained primarily
refracted through chiefs and the educated, Chiristian elite
and it had limited grass roots support. As John Niadimeng points
oLt .
"There were ordinavy pecple who weve members but on a very
emall scale. The problem i that when the organizers went to
ovganize they were inclined to speak to the chiefs” (¢ Nkadimeng)
ATter 15748 1t
&lso bhecame virtually impocesible to organize openly in rural
areas. The consequence was that moet men who mades links to wider
moevemsits In this pericd made tThese connections in an urbanm
rather than & rural contest,

The migrants who joined wider crganizations in these decades
veuwally had some of & number of characteristics . They had
primary school education and, or, had attended night scheools.
Some had enlisted during the war. They lived in locations or
hostele and they worked in secondary industiry, the service sector
cr they were hawhkers, talleors or tamxi drivers. Mine workers and
domestlic workers do not seem to have Torged wider links to

anything like the same extent. - F
While access to educaticon and conseguent literacy were key I
criteria by no means all migrants who joined weres men with

schoeoling. As Mogase Bskhukbune pointed cut " I didnt have

education (but)...vou know that here we are just the Congress by

birth because we hate the ugly behavicur of the Boers"{(Mogasel) .
Men like Mogese Tound thast Congress  also helped them to

understand the context they found themsslves in and to stand up )
to the whites they worked for and withn " Te maks him aware that

gven if you are working with him, he must know that you ars

person ... This is how the Congress was helping the people like ¢

us who are not educated”. |
Trade unions provided one vital chaminel intoc wider involvements
but contact with them was overwhelmingly the product of Finding
joubs in secondary industry. For many the experience remainsed a
remote one with unione remeEmbered mainly as pecple who collected
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subs but had little wider impact.But for cthers unions provided

an ertrance to & nmew world of organization and politice . Elias
Mathope Motscaledi, for enmmplw, recelved a primary school
education in Pokwane, worked as & domestic servant and then found
emplayment 1n & boot factoiry where he joined the Leather Workeirs
Unien and the Communist Farty of South Africa. He joined the A.N.C
in 1948, Jobn Kgoama Nkadimeng weint as far as 5td. § at mission
schoole at his home village, Manganeng and at Jane Furse. He also
worked firset as a domestic but then feund Tactory woerk in
Joebhanmesburg., In the late 1740s while wovrking at the

Imternational Tobacco MWorkers he joived the ATiricanm Tobacco
Workers Undlon. In 1750 he Joined the ALM.C and went ocut to play -

& prominent role in both SACTU and the ANC.

Foir others the link to wider forms of evganization came ss &
result of the desire to upgrade theilr education which led them
to nighte echoocls run by the Communist party. But in many cases
the links were more diffuse. Migrante who found jebs in town and
accomodation in pestels o locations found themselves exposed to
wider political crganization which had largely been absent from
the world of the suburb and the mine compocund. Ae Moruthanyane
¥gagudi, who established a home and a tailloring business in
Germiston after fifteen vearse of mainly mining and compounded
emnplayment put 1t, "1 was( now) staying with the lcocaticon pecple
and they organi:z Ed meetings in the halls. They( the ANC) tcld

us about Barntu Educaticrn and the (govermments plan? to cull ocur
cattle and divide ouwr land.

The migrants who Jjoined unicns, the SACF and the ANC in

the 1240= and 19530s were alwnys a emall mincrity of the number=
of men from Sekhukhuneland in town. But they differed in

important respects from mo=t of the Fedi members of wider
organizationg In earlier decades. They were non christian
initiated men who, despite their oftenm higher levels of
education, usually shared the same employment and accomodaticon as
& large secticn of their fellow workers, They alsa joained or
evern initiated the burial sccisties which mushroomed on the Rand
in thes:/,}'s,-?ars. Individuals, such a=s Kgagudi, who established T,
niches MFor themselves outside of wace emplovment, nonetheless
catered to & largely migrant markst and oiten travelled widely on ™
the Rand =supplying thelr geods and services toe different groups
cf migrantse. They often provided a key link between dispersed
growps of men. In kgagudl's case this went even fTuwrther as he
launched hizs wife into talloring iv Sekhubkhuneland and moved
regularly betwesen town and countryside. These men could, and did,
play a crucial role as brokevs between their fellow migrants and
wider movements. They were 1in contact with and accepted by these
two werlde and they were able to communicate the concerns of
migqrants to the ANMC and alsco tracnslate the soosEtimes scmewat
abstract language of AMC politice into terms which had an
immediate and powerful resconance for thelr compatiricte.

-

A number of figures in the AMC also acted ae particular magnets
for man from Sekhukbuneland in the late 1940=.Frobably the mocst
imporfant of these waes Elias Moretsele. He was born in & chiefly
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family in Sekhukhuneland in 1837, had joined the ANC in

1217 and was a stalwart of AMI campaigns in the 1920s and 1930s.
He was appointed provincial secretary of the ANMD in the
Transvaal in the early 1940=. Despite his age and links to
earlier genevations of leadership Moretsele adaepted eazily to
the more militant politics of the 1530s and succeseded Melson -
Marndela ag Transvaal Fresident in 1723. He was steeped in

the history of Pedl vesisftance and dicspossesion and, despite
havirng long lived in town, maintained his links with the
countryside. Perhaps most important, however, was his cafe at 41
Fritchard Street . This was & regular haunt o the AJMN.C.
leader=hip "Lembede, Mandela, Tambo they would all take their
lunch there'" but many Fedi working ivn town and living in the Jhhb
hostels would also eat there "you see, vou know the type of
porridge that pecocple eat, mostly Trom Sekhukbuneland, Moretsele
had that type of porridge, it was very good for the people
"{Bopape). The "cld Man" betams som=thing of a father figure for
men from Sekhukhuneland and there seems to have been considerable
truth in the obituary comment in Mew Age that he "was a centre of
the RaFedil people of the townrns. To him they came for advice on
natters big and small” '

On the Eacst Fand David Bopape plaved a similiar role although to
a rathner lesser extent. Born in 191% iv Thabamopo, te The wmorih
of Sekhukhuneland, he became & teacher and a central political
figure in Brakpan. He was asscciated with the formation of Youth
League and 1n Apiril 1944 he was elected Transvaal Frovinocial
Becretary of the ANC. Several months later he was dismissed from
hias post which resulted in a strike by puplle &t his school and a
stay at home by Brakpan residsnts. In the late 1%940s he joilrned
the Communist Farty. He did ncet enjoy the sams influesnce or
contact with a wider migramt community as Morestsele but he

played an impeovrtant role in shaping the political thinking of &
number of men from Sekhukhuneiand.

One of the most important of these men was Godfirey Mogaramedi .
Sekhukhune who was from the voval family at Mohlaletse and who
in the 1240s worked as a male nurse in a mine hospital on the
Fast Rand. Bopape recalls " H= heard I was organizing the ANC so
he came to my place, then from there he attended meetings of the
A.N.C. and he became & member of the ANC and a very , very, very
sensitive student he was and then later he went back home." |
Bopape) Godfirey Sekhukhurne - a man of considerable charisma 1n
his cwn vight — was to play a vital reole in the events leading up
to the Sekhukhbuneland Revolt.

Ancther important centre of infTluence by the beginming of the 1950s
was a cluster of younger men living in hostels in Johannesburg.
Motsocaledi playved a crucial vole organizing migranmits resistance
to rent increases and thelv suoport for AMC stavaways in Denver
Hoestel., Mhkadimeng was similisrly inftluential in Jeppe Hostel.But
there was a third Tigure in ths group who is less well known but
alsc appears to have had & cormsiderable impact —-Flag Boshiela. He
was from Pokwani and had.ne scheoel education . "He gat his




education in the party school {(after) he joined the party .. he
worked in & bakery (where) there were a quite a number of
commuinists . They recommended him because he was a very
disciplined felloaw, aniicus to learn”.{(Mhiadimeng) He was a keen
pelitical debater, evangelical in his peolitcsl commitment and
held in considerable regard. Nhkadimeng believes that "he was the
best man from my area”". Certainly he had an impartant influence
o Mkadimeng. ATter they met at a burial seciety meEsting in the
late 1740z he guided his political education and persuaded him to
Join the ANC 1in 19%0.

Although new oppovtunities opened up for migrants in the 1940¢
as the decade drew to a close they increasinlgy saw themselves
as under threat in both the wurban and rural dimensions of their
lives. The reascns Tor this arnd the rnature of theilr changing
consciocusness are major topice inm their cown right and carnnot be
adequately dealt with in this context. But it is important to
sketch some broad cutlines to give a sense of the backdrop
against which migrant organization evelved 1n the 1930s.

The most fundamental threat most migreants felt was to the rural
World which playved such a central part in their self-dediniticon.
For most migirante in these years the towns remained Makgoweng -—
the place of the whites. Decspite their impoverishment, the rural
areas and especially the reserves, represented places of refuge
firom white authority and from the sccial corresion of capitalist
relationships. OFf course, the reserves were by no means immuneg

to the effects of gither of these phenemena but beth communal
terure and chiefly authority provided barviers against white
efficials, emplovers and the market entirely dominating their
lives. The residual reszowces of land and cattle which existed
provided important support for many rural bouseheoelde and allowed
zamne ment the possibility of &n early retirement from migrancy.
Initially Betterment Schemes and then Bantu Authorities were seen
as weaspons Finsly honed to slice through to the heart of this -
vorld., Stock culling, the demarcaticon of land and the removal of °,
"Black spots" were seen as a&ttemps fto strip vuwral communites of
their remaining economlc pirops and 1t was believed that
agricultuwral officere and co—opted chiefs would usher the white.:
state into every nook and cranny of rural life.

At the same time migrants fouwnd thei- access to wrban areas
iiicreasingly restricted. From 1945, after the brief paritial
respite from pass controls of thes war years, migrants confronted
& growing battery of measwres designed to moniftcor and control
their movements and empleyment. These regulaticons impinged most
directly on men who had, o sought, enploeyment in secondary
industry and in the towns. The izsuing of & consclidated

"dompasz" atter 1%%2 eymbollised this changing context for many and
was keenly Telt ag vet ancther example of the state tightening
ite Efranglehold on their lives. fArnd the threat of being endor=ed
ot of the towns to theiv homes, or wovrse still to the farms,
loemed lairge in the lives of many workers.

—
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Migrants alsoc found that =cme of their accomodatien niches in
urban areas camg under attack. The state moved against the
"locations 1in the sky" established in blocks of flats. In the mid
1950 migrants were rvemoved from their inner city sanctuaries and
dumped inte uwnfinshed hostels in Soweto far from ‘their work. They
had to tvy and recostruct their lives in the midst of an often
hostile population while acting as the Tavoured prey of
delinguent urban youth.

In these vears many migrants felt themselves increasinlgy
vulinerable in the towns and found themselves more and more
often in breach of regulaticns. An image which comes up
repeatedly In migrant reminiscences of this pericd is of an
existence which was both often outside of the law and one in
which they were increasingly victims of lawleseness. As Mogsase
Sekhukhune succinctly summed it up " As from 1748 was tsotsi
life"( 2pt) Mchube Fhala recalled "When the government of the
Beers of 1948 started it began with hardship( brought by passes
P44} ....I1t changed many things because it cheated us.... It
caused people to become tsotsis (pda). ’

For many migrants the increasing pressures on them in the towins
led them toc place a still heavier reliance on village and
regiconal networks and this may have been ore important spur- to
the rapid proliferation of burial =ocieties in these vyears.Indeed
the existence of these supports probably played a vital part

in assisting migrants toc maintain their footholds in the

urban areas. But this onslaught alsc ensured that many were
doubly determined to detend what rural rescources and autonomy

remained tc them.

The consequence of this was & growirg political ferment amongst
migrants on the Rand. In hostels and compounds migrants discussed
the untelding state strategies and informaticon spread widely. In the

early 17940z men from the easterin Transvaal followed the .
impesition of Betterment and the bitter resistance to it on Trust o
Larnds in the Morthern Transvaal and felt that what they heard -

confirmed thelr worst fears. The Nationalists victory in )
1948 despened their sense of apprehension. For many migrants Trom
Sekhukhuneland this political development recalled the davs of
“truger” when the notoricus Abel Erasmus had 1nstalled puppet
chiefs and exterminatsd their cattle.

In the late 1940s and esrly 12502 the “"New Era of FReclamation”
provounced in 1945 made 1ts unwelcome pressnce felt on the

Trust and Crown lands which abutted the reserve areas in
Sekhukhuneland., These recerves seemed to many to be a last g
redoubt which the Bantu Authaorities Act of 1931 was desigrnsd to
undermirne. Chiefly autocnomy was zeen as a vital protectien for

rural communities but at the same time many migrants feared that
chiets would have little stomach to vesist the threats and
blandishments of the state. From 1953 rumours that the Fedti

Faramount Morwamotse Sskhukihune had, or would, agree to the

o



lishment of FBantu Authorities in Sskhukhbuineland sent regular
me thirceugh the migrarnt coemmunity on the reef.

It was common for clustersz of migrants — especially those linked
in burial societies — to hold meetings in the hostels to discuss the
affaire of their home villages and districts . Concern about what
waz happening toe the land arnd cattle and the chieftalnship became
=famd11y more prominent in these gatherings. As Bopape recalls
from at leaszt the 17403 in

"Jeppe hostel and =0 on... they had
mestings... orn Sunday to discuss what waz happening at home. ..
they dlacusbad about cattle and about the field=s... (Tirust Land
Administration was) a particular issue because 1t allowed the...
Commisiensr to intefere in the activities ot the people.”

Members
ot the AMC and the SACF who lived in the hostels and who were
members of the burial societies would participate in these
meetings but ocutside cspeakers were also sometimes invited.
floreteele, in particular, seems to have attended a rumber of
meetings in the Johannesburg hostels.

These meetings confiyrmed many migrants apprehencsicons about  the
implications of state restructuring in the countryside. Their
#igting ovrganizations, however, where not really eguippesd to

translate these concerns into political acticon. In the late 19403
the BRapedi Advancement SQC1etv had a primarily conservative
oritentaticon while the proliveration of burial sccieties in the

1950¢ provided for a diffuse aﬁd highly lecalicsed political
Forus. 1t was against this bhackdrop that the vounger group of
&AM and SACFE members i1n the hostels started to consider the
possibility of lauwnching & migrant organization with a
clearly political agenda.

The prime mover in this regard was Flag Boshielo who

lived im Denver Hostel . His main inspivation was a fellow . A
cemmunist from the Zoutpanshbera —Alpheus Maliba " unsung herce of "o 7
the rural resistance in the northern Transvaal (in the early -

19405y, .. leadsr of the Zoutpansberg Cultural Association in
Johannesburg., &nd of the associated Joupansberg Ealemi :
psscciation in the reserves"{(Hirson) Maliba had been banned flom
VYenda and restricted to Johamnesburg. Mhadimeng vrecalle that
Maliba" was much cleoszer to us than the rest of the people. He was -
very, very close to wue” and that despite his banning order “ .
behind the scenes we were using him"(Mradimeng p.24) Boshielo alsc
ertered into discus=ions with Mike Harmell, J.B.Marks and David

Bopape .

The fTact that two of the key shapers of this initiative were
communists and other membeirs of the party were consulted begs the
guegstiorn of whether it was the ryesult o a broader party policy
and strategy. The evidence to asses= this is not currently
available but 1t would sgem unlikely. There appears te have been
considerable controversy and doubt in the CFEA about the '

n
il



"correctnesse” of Malibas' foocus en the countryside in the 1940s
and in the early 1930s the party wae probably more concerned with
coping with the immediate crises it confronted than revising
rural strategy. The rather vague notion of the peasantry which
formed the basis of i1ts discussion of the countryside is al=o
unlikely to have alerted the leadership to the posibilities of
migramt organization. And as Bundy points out the partvy's -
pronourcements orn rural issues at this tim2 suggest both
remcteness and paternalism. (Bundy p278)

It ie equally improbable that thie development was prompted from
the apex of the A.M.C. hierarchy although FBoshilelo and Mkzadimeng
" ogeed to draw a 1ot of inspiration from Comrade Walter Sisalu”
(Nkadimengland Moretsele was & member of the National Executiwve
by this time. However 1t appears that it wa=z primarily on oa
regional level - Trom within the TACD - that a new migirant
organizaticn was craftted and the main artisans were a network of
workers from Sekhukhuneland centering on Boshielo, Hotswaledi and
MNkadimeng. The latter two were on the Executive of the TAC in the
early S0s as, of courss, Was Moretsele. Indeed it ceems likely
that the=ze individuals helped to stimulate a greater awareness of
rural issues amongst the naticonal leadership. The fact that stock
limitation was one of the targets of the defiance campaign may
well have had more to do with theilr influence than " A page Trom
Tabata's book? Or perhaps more directly the concerns of the
Transkelans ... on the National Executive".{Bundy p.276)

Az Nhkadimeng recalls it,

YSebatabkgomo came about in 173534 after the
defiance campaign with the issue of culling cattle...the
cuwrtailment of land ... and sco—called scill ercsion under the
Bantu Autheorties Act... we Telt that manmy things weire goirng to be
done to cwr pecple in the country, and they were not sufficiently
addressed. Sc we needed an organization, & group in the
movement ., " '

It was only in December of 1955 that the Mational Executive
Committes of the ANC noted the "formation of & new peasants’ movement;f

\.

The mame chosen was one which hsd powerful resomnances for men Trom -
Sekhukhuneland for

when you are being"aiEEEEéE... some mar will take his horn and
climb the mountailn and blow the hern and call Sebatakgome ... 1t
rallyving cry."(literally — a predator

means there is war ... (1t 1s) a
among the cattle)

The irnaugural mesting wss in Fretoria, &t Bantu Hall, Lady Selbourne
and Alpheus Malibka gave the keynote address. Boshilelo was elected .
as Ehairman and Nhkadimeng as Secretary. The initial membership

was drawn overwhelmingly Trom men firom Sekhukhuneland who

were already members of the AMC. As Steven Motubatse recalls "It

was a branch of the ANC." But the organmizaticn set out te reach a
much wider censtituency. Famphlets were prepared in Sepedi
dizaling with cattle cullling, land demarcation and removals. But



probably the most effective means of reaching a larger audience
was thirough meetings held in hostels. In Joharnesbuwrg, Jeppe and
benver Hostels became regular meeting places and gatherings were
alsc held at Iscor in Pretoria ivn Spirings, Bernowni , Germiston and
Witbanlk. By the begirming of 19354 the organization had drawn in a
very much wider constifusncy then existing ANC members. However
1t was probably still stronger in Johannesburg than anywhere

elue.,

Eoshielo was forced o withdiaw from fTormal involvemént as the
result of a bamning ovrder in 1258 and Nkadimeng took aver as
Chairman. But Bocshielo continued to play a vital if less publice
role. A central committes was established which coemprised of
representatives of all the villagess in Sekhukhuneland. Groups of
migrants from specific communities would have their own mesting
"& village meeseting to discuse their common problems at the village
and then they will bring the problems to the central committee,
which iz ... Sebatakgome itselt"(Mkadimeng,see alsoc Mashego)
Thus from its inception the organirzation tapped the village
based networks which were o central to the lives of migrants in
the city. :

The membership wag "From Sekhuilhuneland because this is where we
direw our strength”{ Mkadimeng) and the movemeint was infused with
Fedi zvymbolism and bhistory. This allowed for the use of

political symbols of considerabie though regional powerr — not
lexst of these being Sekbukhune I. Alec of central importance to
the success of Sghatakoome was the Tact that it catered for the
attachment of many migirants to the institution of chieftainship.
Manry mein, whiile dubkicus abouwt the veliability of individual chiefs
and corncerned about colonial corvrupticon of the office, nonethless
remained wedded to the idea of chieftainship and committed to =a
perception of chiets as representatives, protectors and symbals
of their communities. The leaderehip of Bebatakgomo was sensitive
toe suspicions abeout the incumbents of chiefly office and realised
that attempting to organiss thirough chiefs was inadeguate. ERut

it wasz aleo awaire of the contivmiing centrality of chieftainship-
in the thimking of migrants. As Joehannes Mashego remembers "We -
were pushing this thing behind the chieftainship ..otherwise we

H

were going to lose support.

Eut febatakoome was net limited to Fedi migrants only.

. "lie
wiere not necesszarily regicnal, we were prepared to allow people
who understood us to become memberz of Ssebatakgome (Nkadibhmeng)
and - aside from the vole of Maliba - there is some evidence of
participation by people 7rom other areas of the Transvaal. (N Sek.)
Although at the cuteet there were some critics within the ANMC who
accused Sgbatakgome of being tribally based the rapid growth of
the organization tended to still thesze veoices. EGebatakgomo also
foarged links with the Tarm worksvrse organization established by
Gert Sibande in the easterin Transvaal. And in 19358687 a committes
knowin as Lgkweil{lelbepe ( between the Vaal and the Limpopo) was
gctablished in Joharnnesbuwrg to co—ordinate activities in rural
areas - specially those in Zesrugt and Sekbhukhunsland.
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remained on the north-eastern Transvaal. Migrants moving between

the town and countryside kept their home communitie=s informed about

urban activitiee and kept Sebatagkome abreast of rural

developments. Fart of the strategy adopted was to insist on open
- to discuss developments and to remind chiefs

meetings — pitso

that "kKoosgi ke kgesi ka batho". (A chief is a chief by the
pecple) . Some speciftically Sebatakgomn gatherings were held in
Sekhukhumeland but permission to hold public mestings was

routinely retused by the native commissioners. Nonetheless
individuals who had suffered the implementaticon of betterment
were brought to talk to communities who had no direct esperience

of these measuWres.

Sebatabkaomy alsc had a number of members who lived in the
area permanently. Ome of the most important of these was David
Bopape's proteqge, Godfrey Sekhukhune, who was by then based at
Jane Furse Hocspital. When the wban leadershbip went there .
" that
was o staticon. We would first ge to him. We would let fim know
that we are coming. He would make arrangements."(Mkadimeng cee
alsc Godfrey Fitje)

He also provided a valuasble 1limk into the
pclitics of the paramountcy attending mestings at Mohlaletse and
mevitoring developments there,

In 1955 the organization ook up the issue of the statee

attempt to remove a number of "black spots" neighbouring on
Sekhukhurneland . The Fedi paramount under the influernce af some
of his councilliors was wavering onm the issue. But gSebatakgomo
persuaded him not to go aleonyg with these plans. The credibilty
that this gained them stocd them in good stead the Tollowing year
when the MAR, tired of waiting for voluntary submission te Bantu

Autthorities in Sekhukhuneland, decided to force the matter to & -

corclusian.

From early in 1936 a series of meetings were called by officials
to try and persuade communities of the benefits of Bantu '
Authorities. Mews of these gatherings travelled swiftly on
migrant networks, renewing Tears that the chiefs would give their
consent. Ssbatakgomo responded by cending one man from each
village accompanied by a mamber oF that chiefly feamily back te
Sekhukhuneland to find out what was happening and to impress on
the chiefs the bitter oppesition of their subjects to NAD
policie=s. A letter spelling this cut was also sent to
Morwamotse amd Mhadimeng and seven cther men — including
Morwamotse's nephew — travelled to Mohlaletse to hold a public
meeting there to discuss the issue and to seesek re—assuirance
firom the Faramount. The letter never arvived, the mesting was
barmned and - after some tense moments - a large crowd which had
gathered was forced to disperse by the police. But Morwamotcse

-



told Nkadimerng " You go back and tell my'people that I have not
signed for the land".(agréed to Baintu Authorities)

By late 1954 Sebatakgome was gathering considerable momentum but
then it suffered a maj)or set back. On December S the Treason
Trial arreetz began and Moretsele and Nikadimeng where to spend
the rext five years embrolled in court proceedings. This in
combination with the bamnings of Motscaledl, Beoceshiele and Maliba
meant that the Tounding covre of the movement wers now barred from
formal i1vnvolvement. Mkadimeng and Moretsele resigned from the
gxecutive and a new Chairman , lLucas Fghagola was elected.

FKghapola was a man of some educaticrn and fraem & chiefly Tamily. He
was alse a long standing, though rnot very active, member of Congiress
and his activity a= & hawker had brought him into conmtact with
many of the groups of migrants on the Rand. He was to prove
cautious and somewat conservative. One of his first intitiatives
was to change the name of the organizaticon. He argued that
Sebatakgomo was too conftrontaticnal in tone and would alienate
chiefly support. He suggested the name Fetakgomo in 1its stead.
This name was drawn from the Fedil espreesicon " Feta kagmo o

swareg mothe" ( Leave the cattle and take the people) which refers
to a past in which chiefs prospered by incoporating groups rather
than raiding their cattle. )

Although legss active in the day to day affaeirs of the
organization, Nkadimeng and the cother founder members conbtinued
to exercise & majoir influence on policy deci=siocns. A wider
network of ANC activists remained invelved in the movement and
pccupied = ruember of key positicons on the executive . They also
continued to travel to Sekhukhunsland. Martin Ramekgadi remembers

that

"z & membher of the ANC I had to go there and give moral
suppoirt, try to crganize, s¢ I used to go their frequently to
find out whether peocple are actually doing the job properly”
' ard
Fgaphedi Lerutla whe had previously often acted as a tadi driver 7.
for the ANC in Alexandria now Tound his services increasingly in
cdemand te drive activists alomg the long aind dusty voad to
BoFedi. But ANMC zctivists when in Sekhukhuneland wouwld oresent.’
themselves as members of Sebatalkgomce or Fetakgomo rather
than stressing their Congress affiliation.

In 2arly 1957 a major new initiative was taken. While to some

extent reasswed about Morwamotse's intentions, increasing concern
was felt — with good resson — that the Faramount wazs not being kept
properly informed by hig councillors and that they were coniving :
with white officials. At a mass mesting at Mchlaletse his
courcillers were forced to stand down and new more relliable mein

werg appointed in their place. Some months later a new body was
Tormed to liase with the men in the towns, to give advice to

the chiefs amd to organise recslisftance in the rural areas . This

was called the Ehuduiamega .« It was a mainly commonsy body  which

=



met at Moblaletse and comprised rzoresentatives Trom all the
villages in the area . It was, in short, a rural counterpart to
Fetakgomo. But althouoh part of the impetus for itg
establishment came from the townz it was & parallel rather than a
subordimate body.

A number of the office bearsre had csoine experience of wider
politicsl organization but 1 devszrence to rural practice thev
were mainly compesed of older men some of whom had rather
narrower politicel experience thsn theilr wrban counterparts. They
were, however, stesped in the hiszory of Fedil resistance and
popular peceptions of the appropriate exsrcise of chiefly
authority. They were determined trat their land, cattle and
political inmstituticons shouwid noet 7all prey zo the state. The
Fhudutamags came to command very widspread rural participation
and zupport. And all those who oprosed Bante Acvthorities became
known as Makbududtamags while thz small mimority v Tavour were

kEvcwn ag Marangeras. atter the Africans who poaliced the
agricultural activities of the reszidents of the the Trust farms.
These developments also played a central role in stiffening
chiefly vesolve not to submit. It wss made clear them that any
other course would bring them intz head on collision with their

subisct=s.

But 1737 alz=c saw new state initiztives as the NAD lgst patience
eritirely and intervened increasirgly divectly. A number of laocal
lezaders were depovted, including Codfrey Sekhukhune, and attempts
weire made to install more pliant individuals 1n office.
Morwamotee was threatened, susperded, and finally on the 21 March
1538, deported to the Transkei. This waz a move perfectly
decigned to unite as wide & constituency as possible in
cpposition toe the govervment. In additicon, on the 17 of dMarch,
the ANC was banned from ocperatitg in Sekhukhuneland and 1t was
made an offence for anyons there o be a member o even to use an
ANC =logan or sign.

The main efifect of this incressincly divect state intervention

z
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g of the latter crganizatizn muitiplied arnd membersnilp
soared on the Rand, in Fretoris and v WHitbank. FPart of what
facilitated this rapid arowth was the fact the migrants grouped
im burial sccieties now joelined Feiakgomo en masse and in some

organization became vivrtually ind:stinguishabie in
compoasition. Mothibe NMampuru , for erample, recalls that in
Fretoria "Eghakoomo and this burizl society wesre cine thivnag®.

The leadership of Fetakgomo - parily on the advice of Mhkadimsng -
increazingly ftwwned to lawyers for assistance. They weres

dirvected to the Harry Bloom, Shelzmoth Muller, Tambo and Mandela
and other lawvers whc normally werked with the ANC.  The

Fhudutamaga and Fetakgomo now incresasingly turmed their attention
to raising funds te meet legal sugenses. But & number of major

demcnstrations were also organized. In July of 1957 some BOOO

meny donned ceregmonial dress and gathered at HMohlaletse and

I
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handed DCululQﬂL bearing 30,000 signatures to MNAD ofticlials
demanding the returm of Gud;rey Sethukhuns and other deportess.
ATter the banlehmaﬂt ot Fiorwamot=sese arncother major demostration was
crganized. Despite the restricticims on him Mkadimeng addiressed a
mesting &t Jeope Hestel and his sgeech gives a vivid example of
the language of politice within Fetabkgomo.

"I {asked) them how
can they be proug anymore when there king hazs besn taken away and
they sit here with coitheir people. What do they tell them., what do
they say about thelr own lite? [ said evervbody — 1 thirew (down)
& pound. I saild we spend move pounds on drinks and things - you
must so=nd pounds on this orne. We must lezxve here in buses. in
everything. Everywhere we are, we must go to Sebknukburnelend with
peEtitions te demand the return of cur King. ©

On the 123 May 12000 men from the Resf and the reserve
gathered at the Native Commissioners’ office &t SBchooncord to
cdemand the return of the Faramount. Their reguest was Tobbed off
by very nervous officials and the men moved away to a nearby
clump of Marula trees. There speakers wged that no taxes should
be paid and thst ne offilicials or police should be allowed into
the villages until Morwamotse was returned. Senlor royals from
Mohlaletse also

" gave the order that now each and every oane
should kill the “"vrangers" as they are responsible for the arrest
of ouwr Eing"(N. Sekhukhunes)

On the 1o May the polices
wernt to arvrest one of the spesakere - Fhaswane Nhkadimeng — at
Mamganeng. The community attempted to prevent his removal ,the
police panicked and copened fire killing a man and a.pregnant
wimen and wounding others.

In the afttermath of this shooting “rangers" were attacked

Tirst at Mangameg and then throughout Sskhdkhuneland. By the 17
of May =ewven men had been killed, many more had been injured and
the property of "rangers” has been put to the torch. Folice
swarmed over Sekbukbuneland and villagers took vefuge in the A
meuntains. There were over three hundred arvests and trials on
charges ranging Trom public violence te murder conmtinued over the
next two vearese. Initially 21 individuals were sentenced te death
Eut after a serigs of appeals this umber was reduced to 14.

Members of the Ehundutamaga weve prime targets for the police and
it ceased to Funciion. The main dCthltY of Fetakgomo from

May 1958 was liasing with lawyvers and raising the funds required
to pay for the defence costs of the numerous cases. Migramts dug
desep into thelir pockets to foot this bill. Each member of the
crganization payed arn annual membership fes of $7-10 =hillinos
whiich must have besen at close toe a months salary Tor many and
additicnal contributicons were solicited. Fetakgomo alsg had o
contend with heichtensed attempts by the police to infiltrate and
break the organizaticrn. Meeiings were 1ncreasingly held in secret
- a large donga near Denver Hostel being one venue — and the
tight networkes firam which Fetakgomo was composed proved
ditTficult for the police to penetrate and membere and leadesrs
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rzathered harazsment and viclence. WHhen the police arvived at
meetings or when individuals were arrested they would simply
present themsslves as being engsged in burial socliety activities
and could produce burial society records to prove theilv polint.
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fz we have = Fetakgome girew very vapidly in 1937 and 1938 and
my irnterviews suggest that 1t came to include in its ranks the
majority of men from the reserve ares of Sebkhukhuneland working
cn the Rand and in Fretorlas. Yet this growth was npot without its
cwn difficulties. The 1initial core of the movement were clear
that their ultimate alliegiance lay with the ANZC. But as the
movement expainded i1t incorporated many individuals whose main
interest lay in local vather than naticonal politice and who were
sttracted by the marked Fedi charactsv of the movement. Many of
those who Jeined 1o 1738 and 195% did net Tully comprehend
Fetakgomo's wider linkages. Some members Tound that the
experience of Sebatakgomo and Fetakgome and the role of the ANC
within it help=d to transform theiv political conscicusness.
James Mashegoe who was an assicstant treasuwrer on the central
committes but was noet previcusly a member of the ANC, Tor
examplie, came to see the role of Fetakgomo as "Organizers of the
rural areas” for Congress. But many remained doubtful about the
AND ang while they knew the political allegiance of individuals
like Moretsele and Mlkadimeng they consocled themcsglves that they
weres mer from Sekbhukbuneland and therefore wunderstoocd thelr neesds
and weve loval te Fedi political traditions. Somz go as tar as to
azsert that while they were grateful Tor assistance from the ANC
that they would not have worked with the organization if it bad
net contained men from thelr homc ArEa.

1758 and 19579 there sessm {to have besv some disagreements about
strategy within Fgtakaome which related to this context. It

apgeares that some of the members of the movement were pressing
for an cpen ldentiflcation with the ANMD but this was succestully

i =4
resisted. As D.E.Hlabkudil who was chaivman oF the Pretoria branch
of Fetakoomo puts 1t

"we said no, we &re just fighting for our
land niot on the side of the ANC because they will involve us we
dont know where, we sald we sre only talking about Sekhukhuneland
that is cwr own place”

. Otners, including soms Congressz members,
argued that Fstakgomo sheuld net atitract publicity thdt it should
remain "wrderground.”

These diTferences did oot however develop into an open breach.
But thev do indicate a central contradiction which conftronted the
movensnt. Sebatakgomoe and then Fetakgomo were able rapidly to
expand theiv membership partly because they were sensitive toe and
well versed in & regiconal politicsal culture and issues. But as
the movement expanced 'a particularist political definition

became increasingly powerful and entrenched at the expenze of the
natiomal politicael agenda which was the ultimate inspivration for
its foumdation. Althowoh it is possible that this shift would



not have been a= marked had key leaders and ideclogical craftomen)
like Boshielo, Moretsele and Nhkadimeng not been forced to scale
down their involvement.For Lucas Fghapols and some of theivr other
cuccesors were much less inclined to maintain a creative tension
withinm the crganization.

The height of Fetakgomo's crganization and mobilizaticn was in
the years 1938 — 19&61, yvears in which the state was forced to
beat a somewhat undigmified retreat in Sekhukbhuneland. The
Faramount and moet of the deportees were returned and attempts to
impose both Bamiw Authoritlies and Betterment Schemes were
sh=lved. Mainy men and women languished in prison but a
succezfull campaign was waged to get the remaining desth
sentences commuted. The MAD was forced to proceed rather more
=lowly and cavticusly in the 15460=s concentrating on undermining
support for the Paramountcy amengst the subordinate chiefs by
cffering to elevate their positions if.they co-oporated. As the
immadiate cricis passed and the politics of stealth succeed the
palitics of confrontation marny of those who had joined
Fetakgomo at the height of the conflict dropped owt and the ' -
movemernt waned. & core of members remained, however, and although
Lucas kghapola resigned as chalrman after itntense police
harrassment, his place was taken by John Fhala who was one of the
moire active ANC members 1n Fetakgomo. ;
The mortal blow to %he organization came from changes within the
Faramountcy . Morwamotcse died 1n 19465 and his wife Mankopodil acted
asz regent for their sen Rian. Mankopodi had been much less firm in her
cpposition to Bantu Athorities than her husband and in the
changed context of the late 1960s she was &ble to strike a deal
with the NaD, without proper consultation with her subjects, by e
which she accepted the establishment of a Tribal and a Regional '

{ Anthority. This leid ter & rupture between Mohlaletse and the
urban leadership of Eeiskgomo in 19&88. In the sarly 1970s scocme
attempts were mads by John Fhala -and others to involve the
remnants of the movement in & Transvaal wide ecrganizaticon which
would alsc take the name Lekwesbece but the arvest of Fhala in © - o
1976 on charges o pocssessing edplesives and hilis subseguent .
imprisonment o Fobben Island seems to have hamstrung thie ;
mitiative. ' '
Conmclusicon

A= predicted at the cutset there i= considerable evidence that, in .

the case of the Sekhukhuneland Revolt at least, a migrant organization -
Sehatakacma — did provide & highly evfective bridge between '
Cnaticnal political movements and mounting rural resistance. It
Further seems that the wider role of the AMC 1n rural resistance
i the Transvaal in the 1930s reguires ressarch and reassessment.

a lineage of Torms of migrant asscciation which stretched back to
the ocirigines of Fedi migrancy. Before the Second World War thecse
groupings showed considerable continulties with rural vouth
culture and playved an important role in malintaining young mens
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links to rural society. Village and district based networks
continued to play an important role in migrants lives as they
grew older and could be crucial in the event of misfortune. But
these patterns of association remained informal in structure,
introverted in their concerns and remcote from wider political and
union groupings.

Changes that took place in the nature of the education, housing
and employment of migrants from the late 1930s both resulted

in a formalization of migrant networks in burial societies and
opened migrants to wider influences. Of central importance in
this period was the mounting concern felt by migrants about state
restructuring in the countryside and the emergence of a group of
men who were able to act as brokers between their fellow workers
and the ANC and SACP, Their sensitivity to the issues which
concerned migrants and to the nature of migrant political
consciousness enabled them to build an organization which was far
more explicitly political than anything that had preceded it.
They were also able to draw on the strength and vitality of
existing migrant networks and burial societies to both create
their own structures and to expand rapidly and widely. However,
their success also brought difficulties as the particularist
vision of the mass membership asserted a growing influence at

the expense of the more central political focus of the founders
of the movement.

Postscript

Fetakgomo crumbled in the late 1960s but the burial societies - -—
continued, They suffered further fragmentation - one common '
cleavage was into urban and rural sections. Alsc as unemployment
levels started to rise it must also have become increasingly
difficult for these groups to offer as broad a range of benefits
as they had in the 1950s. Certainly by the 1970s the societies
connected to Sekhukhuneland had rather more modest functions., But
while migrant organization survived, the ultimate implementation
of Bantu Authorities and the continuing deterioration of rural
resources ate away at the foundations of a world view which saw
the countryside as a place of refuge and the towns as the place
of the whites, In the 1970s it seems likely that migrant networks
were mobilized through hostels once again but this time the focus
was firmly in the towns and the principal vehicle was the .
independent trade union movement,
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