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CHAPTER 03: CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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Previous page: View of the Bullring’s entrance. 
Sourced:http://nandiphamntambo.com/2009/04/16/
the-encounter-at-michael-stevenson-cape-town-16-
april-30-may-2009/ 
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1.  BACKGROUND AND    
  INTRODUCTION

The theoretical discourse discussed various elements 
involved in urban place making from the broader city-
wide scale down to the human dimension. This dis-
cussion laid out the theoretical base for the research 
project including various important aspects to con-
sider in terms of place making, especially within the 
context of a city in the Global South. 

The Research Project is located within the peri-urban 
context of Maputo as a case study, but aimed to pro-
vide insights into the contextual diffi culties and reali-
ties of designing for and working within a developing 
African, and more specifi cally Sub-Saharan African 
context.

Jenkins (2013:51) describes Sub-Saharan Africa as 
entering its “bulge” stage in terms of demographic 
change, linked to urbanisation with complex political 
systems and social and economic deprivation. With 
this in mind, the approach towards urban develop-
ment and the expansion of urban boundaries (to in-
clude current peri-urban areas) becomes increasing-
ly signifi cant. In addition, the state’s capacity to keep 
up with development and infrastructure provision will 
likely remain limited.

Information on the case study site was gathered 
during a site visit (March 2015) and desktop research. 
Due to the practical diffi culties of undertaking empir-
ical urban research in the region and on the specifi c 
site, previous research by Andrag (2007) as well as 
social media and blogs were used to inform some of 
the social aspects of the context and site.  Andrag 
has conducted several interviews as part of a re-
search project in 2007 which represents local views 
from the representative community. Information gath-
ered from this process has informed the basis for the 
context analysis. 

1.1. MOZAMBIQUE

Mozambique, located in the south eastern part of 
Sub-Saharan Arica (SSA) falls within what is often 
defi ned or referred to as the global South. The coun-
try is bordered by Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimba-
bwe, South Africa and Swaziland.

Originally a Portuguese colony (since the fi rst half 
of the eighteenth century), Mozambique reached in-
dependence in 1975 after which it was divided into 

11 provinces of which Maputo city was recognised 
with provincial status (Jenkins, 2013:65). The country 
went through a devastating civil war between 1977 
until 1992. Much of the Portuguese heritage and cul-
ture is still prevalent in the country.

As with most other African countries, the country’s 
urban population is rapidly growing. The UN projects 
Mozambique’s population to expand to 31.2 million, 
of whom 15.6 million (50%) are expected to be in ur-
ban areas  (Jenkins, 2013: 51).

The urban core and peri-urban areas in major cities 
such as Maputo will continue to experience devel-
opment pressure with continuing rural-urban migra-
tion in addition to the continuing high-demographic 
growth rates of existing urban populations (Jenkins, 
2013).

The state’s capacity to keep up with the rapid growing 
demand in terms of infrastructure provision becomes 
strained which leads to self help solutions from of-
ten poorer communities1. This trend is expected to 
remain the norm for the foreseeable future (Jenkins, 
2013: 23)

The concept of ‘informality’ is often used within this 
context (of the global South) and generally refers to 

1 Governments and the private sector often 
predominantly attend to the demands of more orga-
nized and vocal middle classes and elites in their in-
vestment policies. (Jenkins,2013:14)

Map of Africa with Mozambique highlighted in red on 
the south eastern coast. 
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that (economic activity, social organization, urban 
form etc) which is not identifi ed, measured, regulat-
ed, or legalized by the state (Jenkins,2013: 21).

Although the concept of informality is often associat-
ed with disorder and illegality, it is often much more 
a result of the state’s limited or lacking capacity. This 
form of urban development then often results in per-
ceptions of rural development in contrast to urbanity. 
The mixture of what is associated with formal devel-
opment in contrast to informal2  is especially evident 
in peri-urban areas and therefore represents the se-
lected site’s geographical location and situation.

The urban form in Mozambique, and in this case Ma-
puto, remains predominantly unplanned or unregulat-
ed by the state in large areas of the city. The urban 
structure largely dates back to the colonial era with 
additions and amendments as the city has grown and 
expanded. Much of this is due to the state’s limited 
capacity (even prior to independence) in combination 
with the rural-urban migration and expanding popu-
lation. These residents however do feel threatened 
by the possibility that their land and houses may be 
regarded as ‘illegal’ as they often feel secure in their 
long-term ownership of their land either through fam-
ily inheritance or long-term local involvement of local 
administrative authorities which includes the witness-
ing of transactions associated with land or dwellings. 
Although these practices may not be regarded as 
‘formal’, they are locally accepted as legitimate (Jen-
kins, 2013; 2001).

2 For the purposes of this report, no further discus-
sion of defi ning informal versus formal will be dealt with. 

1.2. MAPUTO

Maputo, previously known as Lourenco Marques, is a 
vibrant African city with various textures and colours. 
The city is located on the western side of the Mapu-
to Bay, in close proximity to the Estuário do Espírito 
Santo where the rivers Tembe, Umbeluzi, Matola and 
Infulene drain. The bay is 95 kilometres long and 30 
kilometres wide.

The city’s urban structure is seen as divided in two 
major development areas with the formal previously 
being known as cidade de cimento ‘ the cement city’ 
with its wide tree lined boulevards often regarded 
as in contrast with the informal city also previously 
known as caniço ‘the city of reeds’ due to the preva-
lence of reed as the building material. The selected 
site is located on this urban edge, within what can be 
referred to as the peri-urban. 

Some of the major physical, social and economic 
problems identifi ed in Maputo include rapid urban 
population growth, poverty, unemployment, access to 
housing and infrastructure for the urban poor, limited 
state capacity in provision of basic services, decen-
tralisation and access to public and private transport 
as well as environmental problems. 

Most of the social amenities related to health, educa-
tion and recreational facilities along with work places 
are located in the central core of the city. This limits 
accessibility with constrained access to public and 
private transport systems as well as traffi c. Opportu-
nity therefore exists to accommodate these facilities 
in the peri-urban areas surrounding the core city.
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Below: Photo of Maputo CBD at night by Carlien 
Oberholzer (National Geographic, Your Shot)

Left: Map of Maputo city and its regional boundaries

New development and the growing economy is how-
ever focussed on the middle to high income group 
and still do not benefi t the majority of the population, 
many of whom remain to live in poverty.

The country’s civil war, which ran between 1977 
and 1992, spurred urban growth as people migrated 
to the cities for safety. The urban population is still 
growing rapidly which makes the combined metro-
politan area of Maputo and the adjoining city of Ma-
tola, one of the fastest-growing in Africa. As a result, 
unplanned urban expansion is taking place. 

Andersen & Jenkins (2011:1) maintains that the or-
ganised land division and physical planning through 
plot allocation is a realistic solution to the rapid urban 
growth. The successful ‘Strategic Action Planning’ 
programme which was used for land distribution 
during the 1980’s provides a basis for this statement.  
If accompanied with political will and strategic vision, 
the future growth of the city can be planned for cost 
effectively.

Mozambique is one of the poorest and most aid-de-
pendent countries in the world, yet the city has been 
experiencing a construction boom linked to foreign 
investment and increased trade.

Coal mining and other extractive industries makes 
Mozambique one of the fastest growing economies 
in Africa. The construction of new tower blocks domi-
nate the Maputo skyline.

The signifi cant trans-boundary Maputo Development 
Corridor connects Maputo to the Witwatersrand. The 
historic railway route built in 1895 is being redevel-
oped as a joint Special Development Initiative be-
tween South Africa and Mozambique and has attract-
ed donor and private sector investment.
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Images of Maputo’s CBD and its wide tree-lined 
boulevards. The construction boom currently experi-
enced in the city puts pressure on developable land 
on the urban periphery.

Maputo is famous for its architecture by prominent 
architects such as Pancho Guedes.  The bright co-
lours and facade details resemble the Portuguese 
infl uence on the architecture.

The streets resemble those of European cities yet 
with elements of Africa. Sidewalks are used for more 
than just walking, it becomes part of the urban pro-
duction space.

Top left to bottom left - sourced from: http://whatson-
africa.org/maputomodernism/; http://whatsonafrica.
org/maputomodernism/; http://www.skyscrapercity.
com/showthread.php?t=1785008; 
Top right to bottom right:  http://www.skyscrapercity.
com/showthread.php?t=25474&page=5; http://www.
scidev.net/global/cities/multimedia/urban-challeng-
es-booming-maputo.html
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This page - Top left to bottom left - sourced from: 
http://whatsonafrica.org/maputomodernism/; http://
whatsonafrica.org/maputomodernism/; http://www.
skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=1785008
Top right to bottom right:  https://africannum.
com/2012/06/09/mocambique/; https://theearthbe-
neathmyfeet.wordpress.com/tag/inner-city-maputo/; 
http://www.panoramio.com/photo/46880885

Next page - Top left to bottom left - sourced from: 
https://africannum.com/2012/06/09/mocambique/
mercado-central-maputo-1/; https://africannum.
com/2012/06/09/mocambique/sidewalk-ven-
dor-on-guerra-popular/

Top right to bottom right: http://www.scidev.
net/global/ci t ies/mult imedia/urban-chal leng-

es-booming-maputo.html; https://za.pinter-
est.com/pin/127015651962044266/; https://
a f r i cannum.com/2012 /06 /09 /mocambique /
street-vendor-on-guerra-popular/; http://www.sky-
scrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=25474&page=5

Following page Top left sourced from:
http://elledecoration.co.za/maputo/; 
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INFORMAL ECONOMY:

The informal economy remains one of Maputo’s major 
economic forces and is evident in the urban structure 
and the way in which the city is used . Rural-urban 
migration during and after the civil war in the 1980’s 
has played a formative role in this development.

Informal trade is usually prevalent along major 
routes, which ensure maximum exposure. The loca-
tion of these can inform a layer of the city’s structure 
and movement patterns. Informal trade has a specifi c 
role within the economy, and in the context of devel-
oping countries and cities such as Maputo, suffi cient 
provision needs to be made to accommodate these 
traders. 
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URBAN ELEMENTS

The city with its strong Portuguese infl uence is lay-
ered with creative and colourful  urban elements in-
cluding paving patterns, murals and facades. These 
elements add unique character and identity to the 
city.

Left: Pavement patterns 
in Maputo CBD (March 
2015)

Murals are prevalent 
throughout the city and 
forms part of its unique 
character.

The brightly coloured ur-
ban environment  resem-
bles Maputo’s widespread 
vibrant culture and energy.
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1.2.1. HISTORICAL CONTEXT:

1544 – First successful voyage to Delagoa Bay (Ma-
puto) by Portuguese captain Lourenço Marques

16th Century – Trade predominantly of Ivory between 
Portuguese and Locals

18th Century – Fall of Portuguese monopoly of Indian 
ocean trade 

1850 – Military trading port established. Settlement is 
fortifi ed to defend against invasions from Dutch and 
British along the coast, and Boers from the hinter-
lands.

Layout of Lourenco Marques in 1876 showing ram-
parts, the fort, customs house, governor’s house, 
public well and the road to Lydenburg (Jenkins, 2013: 
81)

1903 plan of Lourenco Marques indicating the Foral 
area and the Polana headland township (Jenkins, 
2013: 83)

Plan of Lourenco Marques in 1929 with the initial 
planned expansion to the northeast and slow occu-
pation of the core planned area (Jenkins, 2013: 85)

1886 - Gold discovered in Witwatersrand area in 
South Africa. In Maputo, all land within a 2km radius 
of the central square was registered on the town land 
registry (Foral).

1898 - Lourenço Marques becomes the capital of 
Mozambique
1962-75 – Liberation struggle

Lourenço Marques cadastral plan of 1940 (Jenkins, 
2013: 86)

The general urban expansion plan of Lourenço 
Marques in 1952 (Jenkins, 2013: 88)

1975 - Independence

1977-1992 - Civil war
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1.2.2. URBAN STRUCTURE:

The Greater Maputo city which includes Matola city 
covers 675 km², while the core urban area is approx-
imately 320km². This area is also the densest pop-
ulated area of the city, inhabited by 96% of  the ur-
ban population.  The city is connected to other cities 
through the EN1 and EN 2.

Development spreads out from the old cement city 
forming three distinct concentric zones as explained 
in Jenkins (2013:100). These are: 

Urban District 1 which comprises of the central core 
also referred to as the cidade de cimento, represent-
ed by the half-moon layout. This zone, developed pri-
marily during the colonial period, is formally planned 
and relatively well serviced. Land uses include a mix 
of commercial, residential and industrial uses. 

Urban Districts 2 and 3, forming the inner belt 
around the core to the north and northwest is histor-
ically known as the subúrbios. The area dates back 
to 1930 and comprises of high density  unplanned 
residential development with some formally planned 
portions for industrial development. The area has rel-
atively poor infrastructure and social equipment, but 
accommodates a high amount of workplaces, espe-
cially “informal” commerce.    

Urban Districts 4 and 5 forms the outer belt with a 
mix of land uses including unplanned low density res-
idential, industrial, urban agriculture, lower density 
residential and informal commerce as land uses. The 
area is poorly serviced with limited social facilities. 

The latest development plan for the city, the Mapu-
to city Structure Plan (Plano de Estrutura Urbana do 
Municipio de Maputo PEUMM) was approved in 2010 
and has the following objectives:

• The restructuring and development of 3750 
hectares of urban “slums” in the period between 
2008-2018; 

• Improvement of accessibility to all urban areas, 
especially the business districts/centres of the city, 
as well as links to foreign countries, including via 
the international airport of Maputo;

• Ensuring ecological balance and environmental 
quality;

• Creation of new social and economic centres: 
administrative, commercial, and recreational; 

• Densifi cation of urban areas in order to decrease 

the cost of infrastructure and service provision;

• Phased development of infrastructure and urban 
services up to acceptable levels;

• Development of new well-planned urban areas, 
which absorb the increase of the population includ-
ing areas for social housing;

• Promotion of the construction of social housing 
projects

The plan is as Jenkins (2013:100) states highly ambi-
tious with the high cost associated with its implemen-
tation. The objectives can however be considered as 
a guideline for development in Maputo. 

With reference to the 2010 Structure Plan, the con-
cept of acceptable urban form3  remains one of the 
issues. The reality is that it is not always economical-
ly possible to implement these plans with the state’s 
limited capacity and funding. 

One of Jenkins’ main critiques of the Structure Plan 
is that it is “top-down” and predominantly ‘physical’ 
which tends to ignore the realities of implementation 
and socioeconomic, social and cultural realities and 
aspirations. An acceptance of the culture of make-do 
and self help systems from the bottom up remains 
the realistic way forward.

3 The ideal urban form is associated with fully consol-
idated land, high density development with appropri-
ate infrastructure similar to that seen in Urban District 
1.

Map of the Greater Maputo administrative structure 
as well as the area know as Maputo North (Jenkins, 
2013: 107)
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Above: View of Maputo with the semicircular road separating the urban from the peri-urban as seen on the 
left  (Sourced: http://mapio.net/pic/p-6562348/)

Above and below: Maputo CBD in the far background 
with the peri-urban, informal city in the foreground 
(Sourced: http://www.cntimeslive.com/2013/11/
cnt-express-6th-november.html; https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2010-10-18_10-56-01_Mo-
zambique_Maputo_Aeroporto_%E2%80%9D-
B%E2%80%9D.jpg) 

Below: Aerial view of  a section of the peri-urban, 
informal city  (Sourced: http://www.directionsmag.
com/pressreleases/getmapping-partnership-cre-
ates-new-maputo-base-map/136957)
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Maputo city Structure Plan 2010 (Jenkins, 2013:101)

Left and below: Informal retail 
is found all along main move-
ment routes throughout the city. 
(Souced: http://www.scidev.
net/global/cities/multimedia/ur-
ban-challenges-booming-ma-
puto.html; http://www.trekearth.
com/gallery/Africa/Mozambique/
South/Maputo/Maputo/pho-
to470849.htm
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2. THE SITE AND SURROUNDING CONTEXT

tion presents an opportunity to weave various 
land uses and typologies into the city’s fabric 
between the formally planned and unplanned 
organic development found at this urban inter-
section.

The site has strong boundaries formed by the 
surrounding major movement corridors (Aveni-
da Acordos de Lusaka; Avenida Joaquim Chis-
sano and Avenida Marien Ngouabi (represent-
ing the edge of the core formal city)).  

The site as a whole is locally known as the 
Praça de Touros (Bullring) site due to the land-
mark Bullring structure dating back to the Por-
tuguese colonial era.

On a regional scale, the site is conveniently 
located on the edge of the ‘formal’ city, 2,5km 
from the International airport in the Maxaquene 
district of Maputo. This places it in the area 
defi ned as peri-urban. The site is further bor-
dered by the relatively informal neighbourhood 
of Mafalala (left/west) in contrast to the formally 
planned neighbourhood of Malhangalene (right/
east). The various users from these areas cur-
rently use the site for different purposes. The 
main components being open space, light in-
dustrial uses, retail and residential.

The location emphasises the city’s expansion 
and edge effect between the unplanned, infor-
mal, and formal, and planned. The site’s loca-

Site location in relation to 
city wide context
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2.1. SURROUNDING CONTEXT

There are three primary schools and one high 
school in the area surrounding the site. These 
schools are in need of recreational (sport and 
play areas), cultural and additional education-
al (classrooms and libraries) facilities (An-
drag, 2007: 73-75).   The PARK OF PEACE 
(PARQUE DO PAZ) is currently used for 
the schools’ recreational purposes (Andrag, 
2007:73).
As in most developing countries, the local hos-
pital is overcrowded and the local community 
is in need of medical facilities or a clinic (An-
drag, 2007:74).

Leissle (2015) compares Mafala to neigh-
bourhoods such as Harlem in New York City 
or Soweto in Johannesburg. This cultural hub  
was home to many of Mozambique’s fi nest 
artists, intellectuals, and leaders, including the 
fi rst president, Samora Machel. Local tours 
are available to visit the homes of poets and 
politicians, and tourists are often treated with 
live performances by local artists as a glimpse 
into the dynamic culture within these narrow 
alleyways. Mafalala is further well known for its 
annual cultural festival.

Site location in relation to surrounding context
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2.2. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Historical aerial images from Google Earth indicate 
the transformation the site has undergone over the 
past 50 years.

From the images below it becomes clear that the 
Bullring was one, if not the, fi rst buildings on the site. 
The residential neighbourhood in the north was also 
developed relatively early and expanded over time. 

The area south of the Bullring seems to have been 
a large green open space which was cut in half with 
the development of the convenience retail complex in 
the eastern half. The centre was developed in 1997.  
By 2005, informal development has crept up onto the 
Bullring, yet with a clear line of ‘respect’ surrounding 
the structure. The open space in front (south) of the 
Bullring was slowly taken over by informal develop-
ment. 

The top image dates back to 1960. The image just 
below’s date is unknown, yet it can be seen from the 
other aerial photographs that it was pre-2005. The 
dates on the rest of the images going down left all 
the way to bottom right are: 2005, 2011, 2012, 2014, 
2015.

1960

2005

2011

2012

2014

2015
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2.3. SITE ANALYSIS

MMMMAAAAFFFFFAAAALLLLLAAAALLLLAAAAA

RRRRREEEEESSSSSIIIIDDDDEEEEENNNNNTTTTTIIIIIAAAALLLL

BULLLLLLRRRRIIIINNNNGGGG

PARQQQQUUUUEEEE DDDDOOOO PPPPAAAAZZZZ

SHOOOOOPPPPRRRRIIIITTTTEEEE RRRREEEETTTTAAAAIIILLLLL

ELECCCCTTTTRRRRIIIICCCCAAAALLLL SSSSUUUUUBBBBSSSSTTTTTAAAATIIIIOOOOON

MICAAAAA HHHHHAAAAARRRRDDDDWWWWAAAARRRREEEE

NIGEEEEERRRRIIIIAAAANNNN MMMMAAAARRRRKKKKKEEEETTTTT

MMMMAAAAAHHHHLAAAAANNNNNGGGGHHHHAAAALLLEEEENNNNEEEE

‘FOOOORRRRMAAAALLLL  CCCCIIIITTTTTYYYYY’’’

ROAD TO 
AIRRPOOOORRRRTTTT

OM RRRROOOOAAAAD FFFFRRRROOOO
CCCCBBBBDDDD
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2.3.1. LAND USE AND  AP-
PROPRIATION
The site currently consists of various fragmented 
land use zones. These zones include the following 
key areas:

1. Low density informal residential settlement 

2. Informal retail traders

3. Informal market

4. Informal light industrial workshops and retail

5. Fuel station

6. Shoprite shopping complex

7. Peace park

8. Big box retail stores

9. Existing electrical substation

10. Open space

11. Mix of ‘formally’ planned residential and light 
industrial 

The site is currently mainly characterised by informal 
development and activities. The lack of any formal ur-
ban structure and the predominantly haphazard de-
velopment infringes on open and public space. The 
landmark Bullring structure is used by informal light 
industrial activities such as car repairs and the selling 
of spare parts. The structure is deteriorating and  not 
celebrated in any way.

From Andrag’s (2007:65) interviews it was gathered 
that the shop owners of the trading stalls surrounding 
the Bullring currently pay some form of rent for their 
space to the Municipality - determined by size of stall 
and type of retail.

Socio-economic map of the Bullring and immediate surroundig area (Andrag, 2007: 64)
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INFORMAL TRADING:  Informal trading is a vital 
part of the economy in developing cities, and is also 
one of the most prevalent land uses currently on the 
site. In order to allow for this form of appropriation, it 
is imprtant to understand what constitutes this form 
of appropriation. These are almost always located 
on the busiest pedestrian movement routes or inter-
changes. The elements of a typical trading stall are 
further unpacked in Chapter 4. 

Images top right anti clockwise to bottom left: Infor-
mal trading and light industrial activties in front of the 
Bullring; Informal retail along Rua Reinata Sadimba 
with the fenced ‘Park of Peace’ in the background; 
Typical informal trading stalls found on Rua Reinata 
Sadimba and in the open space in front of the Bull-
ring. (March 2015).

FORMAL RETAIL: The South African owned Shoprite 
retail complex with its vast parking area borders the 
‘Park of Peace’ with the large Mica hardware store 
further south. The supermarket was opened in 1997. 
Part of the conditions of trade was an agreement with 
the Municipality that a contribution would be made to 
the construction and upgrade of the ‘Park of Peace’ 
adjacent to the complex in addition to the monthly 
municipal tax. The centre which includes other South 
African chain stores as well as a few local line shops,  
largely provides for a higher income group from other 
parts of Maputo rather than the local neighbouring 
population who cannot afford to shop here  (Andrag, 
2007: 72).
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Right: The ‘formal’ convenience retail complex with 
its dominating parking lot is in stark contrast to the 
mostly pedestrian and informal setting within which 
it is set.

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (CAR WASH AND REPAIRS):  
The Bullring and surrounding area with its light in-
dustrial activities is known as the largest car repair 
and spare parts hub in Maputo. Make-shift structures 
are used for shade where necessary while tyres, ex-
hausts and other car parts are visible in heaps all 
over the open space in front of the Bullring. 
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2.3.2. USER GROUPS
On a regional scale, the site is conveniently located 
on the edge of the ‘formal’ city, 2,5km from the Inter-
national airport and surrounded by a few schools and 
the neighbouring  Mafalala and Malhangalene neigh-
bourhoods. The various users from these areas will 
use the site for different purposes. 

• Mafalala community

• Mahlangalene community

• Local Schools

• Retail customers

• Local government/Municipality

• Maputo community

• Existing residential inhabitants

• Light industrial workshops and customers

• Tourists

• Ministry of Arts & Culture

• 
Other stakeholders could include:

• Private investors
• Department of Architecture

Right: Participants in the annual local Mafalala cul-
tural festival.(Sourced: http://www.magazineindepen-
dente.com/www2/mct-lanca-projecto-mafalala-desti-
no-turistico-de-excelencia/)

Below: The local schools in the area is under pres-
sure in terms of facilities and adequate space

Right: A diagram illustrating all the relavnt stakehold-
ers connected to the site
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2.3.3. APPROPRIATION
Space becomes place once it is used, occupied and 
ownership is taken in some or other form. The appro-
priation of the space becomes part of the site’s char-
acter and identity, the life that takes place on it. It is 
therefore important to understand the different forms 
of appropriation and what they involve. 

Appropriation is infl uenced, among other aspects, 
by context, cultural values, and practices.  When 
working in an unfamiliar context, it is often diffi cult 
to understand these factors on a deeper level. The 
objective of this project is however to devise a way of 
building an approach to decipher some of these key 
infl uences in order to design a proposal which can 
be transformed once local stakeholder involvement 
is possible. 

The context and typical forms of appropriation ap-
plicable to the project’s context have therefore been 
analysed to inform the framework. 

Right: The local Mafalala cultural festival is held ev-
ery year. Urban ‘rooms’ are used for performances. 
These performance spaces consist of a surface, a 
‘backdrop’ (often a boundary wall or residential struc-
ture) and sometimes some form of coverage (a roof 
or shade cloth). Additional facilities such as lighting, a 
raised platform, electrical connections for sound and 
seating for the audience could enhance the experi-
ence and exposure of this local tradition.

Above: Informal trading stalls are found all over the 
streets and prominent routes in developing countries. 
These stalls are often placed strategically where they 
have maximum exposure to possible clients. Their 
stalls consist of a few basic elements to facilitate the 
sale - shade or coverage and a display platform, sur-
face or structure.

Right: The Maputo Fash-
ion week is an annual 
event, growing in popu-
larity each year. Local tal-
ent is explored and show-
cased in a variety of forms 
ranging from fashion to 
local DJ sessions and mu-
sicians.  

Below: Convenience retail centres are often diffi cult 
to integrate into the urban fabric as they are desti-
nations that usually require large parking areas and 
further do not contribute anything to the public realm. 
An alternative approach could be to propose different 
uses during different timeframes to stitch such a ty-
pology back into the urban fabric.
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Football is very popular in, among other, African countries. Open spaces 
are creatively converted into playing fi elds in even the tiniest of spaces. 
Playing as a form of appropriation, and in this case football needs little more 
than an open surface. Additional elements such as seating and shade for 
spectators, goal posts, protection from traffi c, a green surface and lights for 
play at night are extra  additional benefi ts and could increase the appropri-
ation and pleasure experienced signifi cantly. Vertical surfaces for advertis-
ing become opportunities for income generating projects, while establishing 
boundaries for the fi eld.

Urban play is a signifi cant form of urban appropriation in developing 
cities such as Maputo where the street and spaces between buildings 
become the playground. Rasmussen (1962) refers to this in ‘Expe-
riencing Architecture’ where a wall becomes a surface for a ball to 
bounce off from, stairs become platforms for games and small squares 
playing fi elds. Water features and public art are other platforms which 
provide opportunities for playful interaction.
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Activities such as watching television often takes place in public and communal spaces in developing coun-
tries such as Mozambique. The warm climate makes outside public spaces ideal. In a more ‘western’ context, 
large projection screens are used for open-air fi lm evenings among other. The infrastructure is similar, yet 
the contexts or audiences may differ. The objective is to enable an environment accessible to various user 
groups.

Urban thresholds become important boundary lines 
when meeting spaces become blurred between the 
public and private realm.

Mobile libraries and clinics enable exposure to books 
and services in communities where these services 
are not always available.

Street cafes are popular tourist destinations, and ide-
al for people watching. Public squares and streets 
are good locations for such uses. 
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Photos by Jacques Terblanche (National Geographic, Your Shot)
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2.3.4. BUILT FORM
The urban form and built environment on the site var-
ies between formal structures such as the Shoprite 
retail complex to informal trading stalls and car repair 
workshops closer to the Bullring. 

The site consists of single storey residential develop-
ment, while the Bullring rises above its surrounding 
context at a height comparative to approximately 5 
storeys (15m).

Mafalala is predominantly 1 to 2 storey development 
while the more formal urban form in Mahlangalene 
consists of 3 to 4 storey blocks.  

The fi gure ground study illustrates the variation in ur-
ban grain surrounding the site and the site as cross-
over between the unplanned and planned areas.
The scale of the formal built forms on the site signifi es 
larger footprints often representative of the large re-
tails stores found in the peri-urban areas, mixed with 
a fi ner grain of informal residential towards the north. 

Material use vary between more permanent struc-
tures from brick or concrete blocks to corrugated 
sheeting and plastic cover sheets. 

Typical built form in Maputo CBD. 

Typical built form in Mahlengalene (http://hous-
esofmaputo.blogspot.co.za/2015/06/casa-haffe-
jee-na-malhangalene.html?view=fl ipcard)

Below: Avenida Acordos de Lusaka is lined with 
predominantly single storey, retail/commercial uses 
mixed with residential properties with their backs to-
wards the road. The boundary walls are often used 
as advertising surfaces on this prominent movement 
corridor. The existing open drainage channel hinders 
pedestrian or vehicular access to most of these prop-
ertiesBottom: The Mafalala neighbourhood at night.
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Above: A fi gure ground study illustrating the built form 
on the site and the existing surrounding context. 
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The image above illustrates the edge condition of the 
site where walls are used for advertising, the storm 
water channel is a barrier to accessing the site, in-
formal car repairs and the selling of car parts are ev-
ident. The formal city can be seen far away in the 
background.

Above: Typical built form and character in Maputo with active ground fl oor edges along the sidewalks. 

Above: Mixed-use buildings (commercial and hous-
ing) in Malhangalene (Sourced: http://housesofma-
puto.blogspot.co.za/2015/07/predio-junto-igreja-no-
va-da.html)

Above: Market in Mafalala (Sourced: https://www.
fl ickr.com/photos/zug55/8049757776)
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Drainage channel in Mafalala (Sourced: http://news.
bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8366064.stm)

House of famous Mozambican footballer Eusebius Fer-
reir in Mafalala. (Sourced: http://clubofmozambique.
com/news/mozambican-government-elects-mafala-
la-as-a-tourist-destination-of-excellence/)

A street in Mafalala, images sourced from: http://
agiter.blogspot.co.za/2011/09/maputo-em-imagens.
html
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Top Right: Photo by Mariano Silva (National Geo-
graphic, Your Shot)
Top: Current vehicular movement route through the 
site Rua Reinata Sadimba.
View down Avenida Joaquim Chissano
View down Avenida Acordos de Lusaka
Car repairs on site in front of the Bullring
Left: Rua Reinata Sadimba is lined with informal re-
tail.

2.3.5. MOVEMENT   
NETWORK 
The site is currently fragmented in movement, land 
use and built form. Cars take up most of the open 
space in front of the Bullring as the area is dedicated 
for car repairs and spare parts. The site is surround-
ed by major movement routes, Avenida Joaquim 
Chissano and Avenida Acordos de Lusaka connect-
ing the site to the CBD. The semicircular road, Aveni-
da Marien Ngouabi, is the southern boundary of the 
site and represents the border of the ‘formal’ city.

Linkages through the residential area in the north 
have developed informally. The primary link through 
the site is the road (Rua Reinata Sadimba) going 
east-west through the site and providing access to 
the retail complex. There is no visible link in the north-
south axis of the site. The surrounding roads border-
ing the site links the site to the formal city, CBD, the 
airport and national road out of the city.  
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Vehicular movement network
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Pedestrian movement network
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2.3.6. PUBLIC AND OPEN 
SPACE
The site is currently predominantly characterised 
by informal development and activities. The lack in 
urban structure and the largely haphazard develop-
ment on the site infringes on open and public space. 
The Bullring is not celebrated in any way and the 
public park (‘Park of Peace’) is fenced and currently 
inaccessible.

The Park of Peace as seen from the Bullring (Photo by Andrag, 2007)

Top right: The ‘Park’ of Peace’ is fenced of and closed 
to public access; The iconic Bullring is  fi lled with car 
repairs and light industrial activities both inside and 
outside. The public/open space is currently fi lled with 
cars and spare parts; Open stormwater system on 
Avenida Acordos de Lusaka
Below: Aerial view of  the ‘Park of peace’ (Google 
Earth, 2000
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2.3.7. THE BULLRING
The selected site is characterised by the signifi cant 
landmark structure of an old bullring constructed by 
the Portuguese during the 1960’s. Today, this once 
active and celebrated structure is neglected and es-
sentially abandoned, with the exception of light in-
dustrial activity such as car repairs. A South African 
blog describes the structure as ‘...unceremoniously, 
forgotten... surrounded by an array of rackety fruit 
and veg stalls and makeshift car garages’ (“Praca De 
Touros”. Mahala).

The Bullring has been used for a variety of events 
during the past 60 years including being the set for a 
scene in Sydney Pollack’s 2005 fi lm “The Interpret-
er”. 

The structure, originally designed to facilitate bull-
fi ghts has been used for several different cultural 
events during the years. Artist Nandipha Mntambo 
has for example used the structure as backdrop and 
context for her artwork entitled ‘Ukungenisa’ (2007-
2013). 

The surrounding environment is currently largely 
used for informal activities such as car repairs, infor-
mal trading of car parts, food and clothing. 

In 2012 it was reported that the bullring arena was 
being used as a home, soccer and bicycle track. The 
outside described as grease, grime, potholes and ba-
nana peels (“Praca De Touros”. Mahala).

Historical images of the Bullring (Source: https://delagoabayworld.wordpress.com/category/lugares/lm-pra-
ca-de-touros-monumental/)
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Views taken from inside and outside the Bullring 
structure. Bottom left: Artist Nandi Ntembo used the 
Bullring as backdrop for one of her artworks (Source: 
https://za.boell.org/categories/topics)
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3. SWOT ANALYSIS

STRENGTHS: 

• Location on urban periphery between the formal 
and informal city, 

• Intersection of two major movement routes 
bordering the site (Avenida Acordos de Lusaka, 
Avenida Joaquim Chissano)

• Bullring as landmark and heritage structure

• Commercial node (Shoprite, Mica and Spar).

WEAKNESSES: 

• The Bullring is dilapidated and neglected. . 

• Haphazard development

• Prime site is currently used for light industrial 
activities which results in a polluted environment

• No clear vision or proposal for way forward

• Land uses, movement networks  and built form 
are fragmented which results in disjointed develop-
ment

• Buildings don’t interact/respond to the public 
spaces

• Locals complain about lack of waste manage-
ment and service delivery

• The area lacks structured open public space.

• Currently the northern section of the site has de-
veloped relatively haphazardly with through routes

• The Bullring and surrounding area has devel-
oped into a light industrial zone slowly creeping into 
all the leftover open space. 

•  The road running through the site which pro-
vides access to the retail complex along with the 
landmark Bullring structure seems to be the only 
structuring elements.

OPPORTUNITIES: 

• The Park of Peace is being repaired and re-
mains one of the only open spaces left in the area

• With the exception of the ‘Park of Peace’, and a 
few trees in the residential area in the north and a 
few more in the south, there is no coherent green 
structure which defi nes spaces on the site. 

• The spatial structure is scattered and lacks any 
visible clear structure to integrate the various uses 
and users on the site and the surrounding context. 

• Cultural precinct with Bullring at its centre with 
music concerts and events, 

• Residential densifi cation in line with neighbour-
ing Mahlanghalene neighbourhood

• Accessible sports and recreational facilities

• Diversity in urban form to accommodate formal 
and informal

• Underutilised land lends itself towards opportuni-
ties for clustering of land uses

• Unifying the land uses, movement routes and 
urban form to establish a clear spatial structure and 
identity on the site.

• The current vibrant energy created around the 
Bullring due to the informal retail of spare presents 
an opportunity to activate the south of the site as a 
vibrant node once the market is relocated

• An open site south of the Shoprite complex is 
currently vacant while the area south of it is used 
as a depot adjacent to the Mica hardware and Spar 
retail store. 

THREATS: 

• Cars take up most of the open space in front of 
the Bullring as the area is dedicated for car repairs 
and spare parts.

• As motorised traffi c is increasing in developing 
countries, increased pressure is experienced on 
open space for parking areas and traffi c. Open 
space is built on and parks converted into parking 
areas. 

• Without a vision and management, informal and 
light industrial activities will dominate the site

• The Bullring will further deteriorate

• As populations increase, traffi c increases and 
the demand it places on public space and quality of 
life. Opportunities for spontaneous self-expression 
are reduced and the urban poor are further pushed 
into smaller urban spaces.

• Public infrastructure will further deteriorate as no 
new investment is taking place 

• Environmental degradation due to unregulated 
light industrial activities and lack of urban manage-
ment and ownership.
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4. CONCLUSION:

The context analysis highlights the signifi cant lo-
cation of the project on the urban periphery of Mo-
zambique’s capital city, Maputo. As the city expands 
and increasing pressure is experienced on the urban 
boundaries, the site becomes an important node for 
catalytic development. 

The threats associated with leaving the site as it is 
and not intervening include further haphazard devel-
opment and threatens open public spaces which will 
disappear if not dedicated, and in that way protected. 

The potential of the site in terms of location as well as 
land use and the landmark Bullring structure presents 
an opportunity to structure the future development of 
the site in a way that would contribute positively to 
the precinct, surrounding neighbourhoods and city as 
a whole. 

The interested and affected stakeholders and users 
were investigated, and their various forms of appro-
priation related to the site interrogated. The concept 
of appropriation, and the way in which space is used 
by these various stakeholders, especially the neigh-
bouring communities provides a framework to devel-
op a proposal for the future development of the site. 
The urban design framework will provide a platform 
for life to take place through appropriation in various 
different ways.  


