
ABSTRACT 

 

The purpose of this study was to find out the social impact of community-based tourism 

on host communities, using a case study of Khama Rhino Sanctuary Trust. Community-

based tourism is the new buzzword for tourism development nowadays, with its 

proponents promoting its potential to increase local benefits and to empower local 

communities in economic, social, environmental and cultural terms. This research sought 

to address closely the benefits and problems associated with community-based tourism in 

one community in Botswana. The research also attempted to find out how involved the 

community is in decision making processes involving the running of the Khama Rhino 

Sanctuary, a community-based initiative which is not only involved in tourism, but also 

in environmental education. 

 

The research findings indicate that there is no sense of ownership amongst the 

community and benefits have not been forthcoming. Although job opportunities have 

been created, these have not been increasing since the inception of the Sanctuary. Above 

all, the Sanctuary still relies heavily on foreign donors. 

 

In order to address the research questions, qualitative methods of data collection and 

analysis were employed. 

 

 

 



 


