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ABSTRACT

Hundreds of children in need of care and protection are placed in children’s homes. Although many of these children become available for adoption because they cannot be reunified with their parents or members of their extended family, very few are legally adopted.  Children have the right to be raised in a permanent family environment. This then leads to the primary aim of the study, which is to explore the perceptions of adults rendering services to this category of children regarding why these children are not readily adopted. The research approach will be qualitative in nature. The research design will be a case study conducted at a Johannesburg Children’s Home. The research sample will consist of approximately nine research participants, including social workers, social auxiliary workers and the care-givers that are working at the Johannesburg Children’s Home. The sampling procedure that will be used is the non-probability, which is purposive sampling. The research instrument will be a semi-structured interview guideline and data will be gathered by conducting in-depth, personal interviews with research participants. Thematic analysis will be the method that will be used for analysing data. This study hopes to make a meaningful contribution to knowledge in the social work field of Child Protection and Adoption.
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CHAPTER ONE
[bookmark: _Toc504558948]INTRODUCTION
1. [bookmark: _Toc504558949]INTRODUCTION

This chapter aims provides the reader with insight on the issue being researched and the rationale for why the study was conducted. It provides the aim of the study in terms of what it aimed to achieve and it also offers the reader a brief description of the research methodology that was used in conducting the study. It further gives the limitations of the study and lastly provides definitions of the main key concepts that are used in the study. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc504558950]STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND RAIONALE FOR THE STUDY

According to Stats SA (2015), many children are removed from their homes and placed in registered children’s home pending finalisation of Children’s Court Enquiries. They usually present as children who are in need of care and protection for the various reasons. For example, they have been physically, sexually and psychologically abused (incest or by a stranger); deliberate neglect; they suffer from a chronic illness, such as HIV/AIDS and cannot be taken care of by family members, substance abuse; and primary caregivers’ incapability of taking care of a child as a result of being mentally handicapped. 
According to the Children’s Act No. 38 of 2005 (hereafter referred to as the Children’s Act) children have the right to be protected from maltreatment, neglect, abuse or degradation and basic nutrition, shelter, basic health care service and social services. In terms of the Children’s Act, children also have the right to permanent care. Adoption is usually considered to be in the best interests of children if they cannot be reunified with family members or placed in related foster care.   
The researcher has personally observed that the older children are less likely to get adopted compared to young children. However, older children also have the right to permanent care within a loving home environment to facilitate their healthy growth and development on physical, emotional and psychological levels. 
An extensive review of research literature has indicated to the researcher that, to date, there has been limited social work research conducted in South Africa that focuses on the reasons why older children are not being adopted. More specifically, research has not tapped into important knowledge at a grassroots level, namely exploring the perceptions of social workers, social auxiliary workers and care-givers who are directly responsible for rendering services to older adoptable children placed in a children home.  
The researcher believes that by focusing on the perceptions of these role players at a specific children’s home in Johannesburg, the study will increase the knowledge in the field concerning the challenges of placing the specified category of children and thus inform practice. The study also provided insight into how these challenges can be addressed. 
3. [bookmark: _Toc504558951]THE PRIMARY AIM OF THE STUDY

The primary aim of the study was to explore the perceptions of social workers, social auxiliary workers and child care-givers at Johannesburg Children’s Home regarding the reasons why adults do not legally adopt older children?
[bookmark: _Toc504558952]3.1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHOD
The research approach that was utilised in the study is the qualitative research approach because this is an approach that permits the use of subjectivity to generate deeper understanding of the participant’s perceptions of the topic being explored. Purposive sampling was used to recruit research participants, namely social workers, social auxiliary workers and caregivers at a children’s home in Johannesburg. Data were gathered by conducting personal interviews with participants and using a semi-structured interview guideline as the research tool. Data were analysed using thematic analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc504558953]4. DEFINITION OF KEY WORDS
[bookmark: _Toc504558954]4.1 Family reunification 
Family reunification is a planned and timely process of safely returning and enabling a child to remain at home with their family of origin. It is a process involving the reintegration of the child into a family environment that may have changed significantly from the environment the child left, (Brydon, 2004).
[bookmark: _Toc504558955]4.2. Adoption

Adoption is defined as a practice where an adult assumes the role of parent for a child who is not the adult’s biological offspring. This involves permanently transferring all right and responsibilities along with filiation from the biological parents to adoptive ones (Wolfe and Stuart, 2005). 
[bookmark: _Toc504558956]4.3 Children’s home

A children’s home is a place that ensures that the needs of children are met when they cannot live or reunified with their own family due to different reasons such as parents are deceased or parents cannot financially take care of them. It is a place for children to develop and grow as well as be provided with food, shelter and space for play and leisure in a caring environment (McKenzie, 1999).
[bookmark: _Toc504558957]4.4 Children’s rights

Children’s rights are defined by Guggenheim (2009) as the human rights of children with particular attention to the rights of special protection and care offered to minors.
5. [bookmark: _Toc504558958] LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The sample size was very small because there were not many employees at the children’s home that met the sample selection criteria and available to be interviewed because of work commitments.  The student was under time constraints to complete the study. Another limitation was that since the research also comprised of self-report method of data gathering where some participants answered the questions via email the researcher did not have an opportunity to observe non-verbal cues from the participant and to probe by asking questions that were not included in the guide based on the non- verbal language observed. As typical of a qualitative research studies, the findings are not generalizable.
[bookmark: _Toc504558959]CHAPTER TWO
[bookmark: _Toc504558960]LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORECTICAL FRAMEWORK

1. [bookmark: _Toc504558961]Introduction
 
This chapter outlines the literature review which is defined by Fisk (2009, p. 23) as a systematic, explicit and reproductive method for identifying, evaluating and synthesizing the existing body of completed and recorded knowledge produced by researchers, scholars and practitioners.  For the purpose of this research the researcher has provided literature that gives an understanding and insight on the different perspectives or beliefs of people with regards to adopting older children. This was done by looking at different aspects such as grounds for finding children in need of care and protection, the motives for people adopting children, the history of adoption and the previous research that has been conducted in relation to adoption internationally and locally.  This chapter also provides the theoretical framework that has been used in conducting the study which is the theory of planned behaviour. This theory explains the different reasons as to why people opt for adoption. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc504558962] Grounds for finding children in need of care and protection 

In terms of Section 150 of the Children’s Act, children can be found in need of care and protection on the following grounds: 
	
a. Has been abandoned or orphaned or is without visible means of support
b.  Displays behaviour which cannot be controlled by the parent or care-giver
c.  Lives or works on the street or begs for a living;
d.  Is addicted to a dependence-producing substance and is without any support to obtain treatment for such dependency;
e.  Has been exploited or lives in circumstances that expose the child to exploitation
f.  Lives in or is exposed to circumstances which may seriously harm that child’s physical mental or social well-being
g.  May be at risk if returned to the custody of the parent, guardian or care-giver of the child as there is reason to believe that he or she will live in or be exposed to circumstances which may seriously harm the physical, mental or social well-being of the child
h.  Is in a state of physical or mental neglect; or
i.  Is being maltreated, abused, deliberately neglected or degraded by a parent, a care-giver, a person who has PR&R or a family member of the child, or by a person under whose control the child is.
3. [bookmark: _Toc504558963] Motives for people adopting children
 
There are a number of reasons why people adopt and each one of them varies, depending on the individual or couples’ circumstances. One of the most well-known reasons for adopting is infertility. Crawshaw and Balen, (2010) state that due to different reasons, including reduced fecundity, not all people are able to achieve parenthood which then leads them into adopting. On the other hand, some people decide to adopt because of their wish to enlarge their existing family and within these family most had been told either not to risk another pregnancy or that another conception would not be possible.
Another reason why people adopt is the fear of passing on genetic disorders they suffer from or that run in their family to the child and hence they turn to adoption. This then allows them to experience the joy of having a family without the anxiety of potentially passing on an ailment that runs in the family (Renee, 2007).

4. [bookmark: _Toc504558964] Brief history of adoption 

Adoption has taken place throughout the ages informally at first and later regulated by laws. Ferreira, (2009) refers to informal adoption that has occurred in the past in the Bible whereby in Exodus Moses was rescued from the reeds along the river bank of the Nile and was raised by Pharoah’s daughter as if he was of her own. Later adoption was regulated by laws. 
In South Africa, due to colonisation the laws were formed on the basis of the Roman-Dutch principles (Ferreira, 2009). This included informal adoptions such as customary adoptions, which took place until the Children’s Act No. 47 came into effect in 1923.Adoption in customary law is described by Bennet (1999) as a private arrangement that involves only the families concerned. The relatives of the adopted child and of the adoptive parents are involved in the adoption process. The child’s biological father and the adoptive parents must enter into an agreement (in other words both families have to agree to the adoption) and they should notify their traditional ruler or chief of the adoption.
5. [bookmark: _Toc504558965] Previous research

Studies that have been previously conducted in the United States have shown that on average older children in care typically remain in the child welfare system three times longer than young children who exit care to join permanent families (Wrobel & Neil, 2009).  Findings from previous research have identified five main reasons why older children do not become adopted, namely shortage of adoptive families, lack of supportive services for older children and prospective adoptive families, inadequate permanency planning for older children in care, older children resistance to adoption and court-related barriers. 
Furthermore, Berry and Barth (1989) found out that older children come to adoption with a variety of coping strategies learned in their former families often taking the form of behavioural difficulties. These behaviour challenges include anger, defiance                           impulsiveness and manipulation (Wrobel & Neil, 2009). These behaviours are often the results of varied history that can include form of parental abuse or neglect, parental problems such as substance abuse or emotional problems, and other unfortunate environmental and economic conditions. These conditions are reflected in the child’s behaviour and understanding of family life and have an impact on his or her adjustment to adoption (Berry & Barth, 1989). It is this kind of behaviours that often results in parents bringing back the child into a children’s home or to not adopt the child at all. Therefore, it is important that potential adopters are given information about the specific children they adopt, and that the agency also needs to know more generally about the children they place.
On the other hand, studies conducted in South Africa about the reasons as why people do not adopt have shown to be cultural barriers. Ferreira, (2009) has discovered that there is a notion amongst potential adopters that a child has to be adopted by parents that have the same cultural background with the child.  As this will enable the child not to lose his or her identity and it ensures that the child’s cultural rights are protected as well, especially if the child is old. Therefore if as a country we further apply this notion of culture we are then failing to embrace the diversity that is within our country. We are also contributing towards keeping South Africa a divided nation, instead of working together towards a united rainbow nation. This point of view of the researcher is also supported by Ferreira, (2009) who states that as a country that has a history of segregation we need to realise intercultural adoption as a means of showing the community how to bridge our differences, how to link different cultures and generally just how to get along better.
With South Africa being a democratic country and a rainbow nation that embraces diversity    adoption has been made available to different individuals and couples which includes same sex marriage couples, widows, divorcees, and step parents. Additionally, adoption has been open to people from other countries which this is termed inter-country adoption. However, inter-country adoption has been treated with a great deal of mistrust, with most concerns stemming from a belief that the adopted child will experience a “loss of cultural roots” and that their welfare will not be a priority in the receiving country (Pretoria News 09/12/2011). It is this kind of beliefs that have probably resulted in the decline of inter-country adoption and hence in the decline of adoption of older children. Not only are people opposing inter-country adoption, but they also have negative perceptions on trans-race adoption with many adoptive parents sharing experiences of judgement and discrimination from social workers, the Department of Social Development and from society at large (Blackie, 2014).

It has also been noted by Mokomane and Rochat (2011) in their study that viewed the trends and patterns of adoption in social work practice and they discovered that social workers in mostly the private sector had the tendency to display a prejudiced attitude towards prospective parents who were unmarried, had a low income as well as same sex couples.  It is through such negative attitudes perpetuated by professionals towards potential adopters that further restrict people from adopting which in turn results in the lower levels of adoption.
Another challenge that people are faced with when adopting is strict legislation, which results in people wanting to adopt usually failing to meet the required criteria for them to adopt. There is a waiting list that they need to be enlisted in, legal costs and a prolonged process of consent from the biological parents. All these factors tend to contribute in the adoptive parents losing interest on adopting. Nevertheless, these laws are enforced in order to protect the child’s interest and to make sure that the child is placed in a suitable environment with the best parents that are going to be able to provide for the child.

The Adoption Policy Framework and Strategy by the Department of Social Development (2010) highlights three major problems which have led to the under-utilization of adoption as a form of alternative care for children in South Africa. Firstly a majority of children who are in need of care are fostered and this is a temporary situation rather than being permanently adopted. Secondly they have noted that there are socio-cultural factors that prevent people from adopting and there are challenges from service providers which hinder the process of adoption.  Lastly adoptive families and adopted children lack financial support, in particular children with special needs. Other barriers identified include legal and judicial systems as well as knowledge-based obstacles (Adoption Policy, 2010). The number of people adopting children is therefore low as people are opting for foster care and adoption is taken as the last option for alternative care. 
6. [bookmark: _Toc504558966] Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework for this study will be the theory of planned behavior because, the theory of planned behavior emphasizes that human behaviors are governed not only by personal attitudes, but also by social pressures and a sense of control. The theory of planned behavior assumes that rational considerations govern the choices and behaviors of individuals (Ajzen, 1985 & Ajzen, 1991& Ajzen & Fishbein, 2005). It is through these considerations that one is able to make a choice of adopting a child. Moreover, there are motivational factors that influence a given behavior which is referred to as the behavioral intentions. This means that one might be motivated by factors such as their strong desire to help a child that is in need because perhaps the child was orphaned, or his/her parents cannot care for them. Such kinds of acts partly, but not entirely, reflect the personal attitudes of individuals, which is the extent to which they perceive this act as desirable or favorable. 
These attitudes reflect both cognitive beliefs about the act, as well as affective evaluations. In addition, the degree to which significant individuals, such as relatives, friend, or colleagues, condone this act, called subjective norms, also affects intentions (Ajzen, 1985, 1991& Ajzen & Fishbein, 2005). Therefore, when one decides to adopt an older child it could be because they see the importance or value of making a difference in whatever way they can in the child’s life, through adoption. The theory further contends that beliefs of the family or relatives are likely to shape the intentions to engage in behaviors that relate to family life. This then means that if a family wants to increase the number of children within the family but do not want to go through the process of labour, they are then more likely to adopt a child. 
Furthermore, perceived behavioral control depends on the degree to which individuals see themselves as sufficiently knowledgeable, skillful, disciplined, and able to perform some act, called internal control (Kraft, Rise, Sutton, & Roysamb, 2005). Therefore, other people might choose to adopt because they feel that they are naturally capable, knowledgeable and skilled in raising children and hence opt for adoption. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558967]CHAPTER THREE
[bookmark: _Toc504558968]RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
1. [bookmark: _Toc504558969] Introduction 

This chapter will focus on the research methodology that has been used in conducting the study. This involves looking at the objectives of the study, the research design, research method, data analysis method and the ethical considerations that were applied in conducting the study. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc504558970]The main research question:
This study was centred on answering the following research question: What do social workers, social auxiliary workers and child care workers at Johannesburg Children Home perceive as reasons why adults do not adopt older children?
2.1. [bookmark: _Toc504558971] Primary aim of the study

The primary aim of the study is to explore the perceptions of social workers, social auxiliary workers and child care-givers at Johannesburg Children’s Home regarding the reasons why adults do not legally adopt older children?
2.2. [bookmark: _Toc504558972]The objectives of the study 

1. Investigate why older children are placed in children’s homes.
2. Explore Social Worker’s, Social Auxiliary and Child Care Givers perceptions of why people do not adopt older children.
3.  Explore what social workers, social auxiliary workers and child care givers think could be done to encourage adoption of older children. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558973]3. Research approach and design 

The research approach that was utilised in the study is the qualitative research approach because this is an approach that permits the use of subjectivity to generate deeper understanding of the participant’s perceptions of the topic being explored. The qualitative approach allowed the researcher to become an instrument in which the data was collected, analysed and interpreted in terms of the participant’s point of view (Babbie & Mouton, 2001). Through the qualitative approach the social workers, social auxiliary workers and care-givers were able to clearly describe their own views and experiences regarding the reasons why people do not adopt older children. The design was a case study because the study was conducted within the boundaries of specific children’s home where the participants are employed and older adoptable children are cared for.
4. Research method 
[bookmark: _Toc504558974]4.1 Purposive sampling 

The method that was used for the study is purposive sampling which is defined by Marlow (2005) as a typical case sampling in qualitative research where typical cases are sought and selected for the study. Purposive sampling was useful because it allowed the researcher to rely on previous research or ingenuity to find the participants in such a manner that they were considered to be representative of the population, and usually used specific selection criteria to identify the most suitable individuals (Wagner et al., 2012). In light of time restraints and level of research, a small sample of participants was included in the study, namely two social workers, social auxiliary workers and child care-givers at Johannesburg children’s Home.
These individuals were selected because they possess specific characteristics, such as experience of working with adoptable children. It is this kind of experience and knowledge that the researcher was interested in discovering and gaining knowledge about.
The participants in the study were selected based on their age which is 18 and older, on their work experience relating to the years of the service they provide with regards to adoption, their place of employment and on their voluntary participation in the study.

[bookmark: _Toc504558975]4.2. Data collection method and research tools

The researcher gathered data by conducting face-to-face interviews with the research participants, the researcher also used self-reports which are both qualitative method of data gathering. . Each interview was approximately one hour in duration. A semi-structured interview guideline was used as the research tool. The researcher made use of active interviewing skills.(Sacks et al., as cited in De Vos, 2011) assert that active interviewing is not confined to asking questions and recording answers as one would in ordinary conversations but rather relies on attentiveness, monitoring, and responsiveness. This form of data gathering allowed for subjectivity and for the participants to tap into deeper meanings of their experiences with regards to why older children are not adopted. 
Furthermore, in conducting the interview the participants were free to open up and be honest about their perceptions and experiences, more especially since they did not have to be concerned about their identity being compromised (Phillips and Pittman, 2009). Additionally, by doing the interview the researcher had an opportunity to observe non-verbal cues from the participant and to probe by asking questions that were not included in the guide based on the non- verbal language observed.
[bookmark: _Toc504558976]4.3. Data analysis method

In order to enhance the trustworthiness certain measures were adopted such as pre-testing of the research tool. In doing the pre- test study the researcher interviewed three participants (namely a social worker, social auxiliary worker and care-giver). By so doing the researcher was able to identify whether the questions are pertinent to the study and if they were clear and understandable to the participants. This allowed the researcher to make changes where possible in the questions that were formulated.
Data analysis in qualitative research consists of preparing and organising data, in order to understand the meaning of data this research study will utilise thematic analysis. According to Braun and Clarke (2006) thematic analysis is a method for identifying, analysing, and reporting themes or patterns within the data. Thematic analysis was utilised to establish the research findings by identifying the relevant and main themes from the raw participant data (O’ Leary, 2004).  In using thematic analysis, the researcher followed the steps that are relevant to the thematic analysis. These steps included: transcribing the interview into text and analysing it. The transcription was done by assigning labels and numbers as identities for cross referencing. Secondly the researcher analysed the themes that emerge to see if there was any new identified information, and tried to condense the information into summary that made the data more manageable and precise. Thirdly the researcher used direct quotes when presenting the data to further clarify and illustrate the categories and themes which were linked to past research in the report’s literature review. Finally, through discussion the data that was presented was compared with previous research focusing on the topic and giving the researcher’s critical opinions based on the information that had been collected.
5. [bookmark: _Toc504558977]Ethical considerations

In doing research the researcher has to ensure that they uphold the ethical considerations at all times. De Vos (2005) states that research should be based on mutual trust, acceptance, cooperation, kept promises and well-accepted conventions and expectations between all parties involved in a research study as this will ensure an effective conduction of the research. Below are some of the ethical issues that were considered when conducting research:
5.1. [bookmark: _Toc504558978]Informed consent

Silverman (2014) states that informed consent means that research participants have the right to know that they are being researched; the right to be informed about the nature of the research and that the participants have the right to withdraw from the study at any given time. This then means that the participants will be given the opportunity to withdraw from the study when they feel they no longer want to partake in it. Prior conducting the study the researcher provided the prospective participants with an information sheet describing what the research is all about. This allowed the participants to be aware of what the research entailed prior starting and it gave them an opportunity to decide if whether they want to partake or not. When they had agreed to participate in the study after being informed about the study, the participants were provided with an informed consent form that they had to sign.
5.2. [bookmark: _Toc504558979] Do no harm to participants

According to Creswell (2003) the researcher has an ethical obligation to protect participants from any form of physical discomfort that may result from the research project and from exposing the participants to either physical or emotional harm. The researcher did not anticipate research participants to be exposed to any psychological risk and the participants reported to have not been harmed in any way possible.


5.3 [bookmark: _Toc504558980]Anonymity/ Confidentiality

De Vos (2011) contends that every individual has the right to privacy and it is his or her right to decide when, where, to whom, and to what extent his or her attitudes, experiences and beliefs will be revealed. The researcher made the participants aware that no identifying information about them will be revealed in written or any other communication (Pitney & Parker, 2009) and that their real names will be exchanged by a pseudonym. The interviews were also conducted in a place affording privacy. 
5.4 [bookmark: _Toc504558981]Right of participants to withdraw from the study

The participant has a right to participate in the research study and they also have the right to withdraw from the study at any time, if they do not feel comfortable (Siedman, 2013). Participants may feel the need to withdraw from the study due to certain reasons that they may have. The researcher understood the reasons of the participant without imposing any questions. Furthermore, the researcher informed the participants that they can withdraw from the study whenever they feel uncomfortable and there will be no penalties held against them.
6. [bookmark: _Toc504558982]Summary of the chapter

 This chapter provided detailed information on the primary aim of the study and the objective of the study.  It also explained the research approach and design that was used to conduct the study and why it was used. It also explained the data collection method that was used and the research tool thereof.  It also provided information on data analysis and the ethical considerations that were upheld in conducting the study.
[bookmark: _Toc504558983]CHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _Toc504558984]PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS

1. [bookmark: _Toc504558985] Introduction

This chapter is aimed at presenting and discussing research findings. Data were gathered using thematic analysis, so the findings will be presented under the themes that emerged when analysing data gathered. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc504558986] Demographic particular of research participants

	Demographic
	Category 
	Number of participants

	Gender
	Females
Males
	6
0

	Race
	African
White
Coloured
	3
2
1

	Nationality 
	South African 
Zimbabwean 
	5
1

	Work experience 
	8 years 
4 years
3 years
9 months
5 months

	1
2
1
1
1



The participants in the study all fulfil different roles and responsibilities in working with older children at Johannesburg Children’s Home. Their roles include;
- Providing support through counselling and therapy regarding any challenges the children face.
- Ensuring that the reunification process between the child and their family or relative goes according to the child’s best interest. 
- Doing both group and individual work at a grass roots level to assist them in developing to their full potential.
-Monitoring their school progress and providing school support through outside sources where necessary.
- In cases where the children have families, it is necessary to ensure that contact is maintained with their families. Therefore, they work very closely with the child's statutory social worker and have regular case conferences with the child and the child’s family where applicable.
- Some participant’s responsibilities focus mainly on the holistic development of each individual. By doing this they ensure that they assist the children with career development, skills courses where appropriate and also provide the opportunities necessary to facilitate a process where they may flourish once they leave the home. 
-They also provide various programmes that are life skill and career oriented to achieve the above mentioned goal. 
-They also focus on the exit plan which is unique to each child and is a careful process. A needs assessment is necessary to decipher what is in the best interests of the child and how this may or may not be in line with what the child wants. 

3. [bookmark: _Toc504558987]Participant’s perceptions on the reasons as to why people adopt children.

The participants mentioned that in their years of working on the adoption process and reunification process, they have come across different reasons as to why people adopt children. They mentioned that some of the reasons are genuine, whilst others are not. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558988]Theme 1: Spirit of Ubuntu

Participants highlighted that some people decide to adopt children because they see a need in the community and want to make a difference. It resembles ‘Ubuntu’; that is, wanting to help fellow community members, the desire to make a difference in a child’s life. Crook (2016) in her book also states that most adoptive parents respond to that pull of children who have no place to call their own, and so they have a strong desire to give a child  home.  To provide a child with all the necessary needs that their biological parents have failed to meet. Camara (2014) in her obtained that some people are drawn to adoption through their life experiences which may include volunteering and bonding with a child through this process. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558989]Theme 2: Concerns about conceiving 

Participants highlighted that although woman generally want to conceive children, some decide to adopt because they fear passing down a genetic condition. It could be dangerous (medically) for some women to carry a baby. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558990]Theme 3: Someone to extend the family and who can inherit assets

The desire to extend one’s family, and to have someone that will inherit one’s assets when they pass on is another reason why some people consider adopting a child. Muhlambi (2015) also gathered in her research that he wish for one to extend their family was most common among the people who are in same sex relationships who cannot bare their own children and so they have a wish of building a family with their partners. 
Participant 4, who adopted a child 21 years ago, stated that she adopted a child because she did not have time to be pregnant due to career reasons, however she wanted to have a child and so she opted for adoption as a way of ensuring that she extends her family. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc504558991]What are the reasons as to why people are not keen in adopting older children?

The participants mentioned that people may be apprehensive to adopt an older child for a number of reasons:

[bookmark: _Toc504558992]Theme 1: It is difficult to shape an older child’s behaviour.

Participants mentioned that adults are reluctant to adopt older children because they have been socialised in different ways. For example, they might find it difficult to behave as expected because they have not been raised in similar family settings. It is also difficult to make an older child unlearn their previous norms and behaviour  and so that is the reason why people always try to opt into adopting babies because with them it is still easy to discipline and teach norms and how they should behave. 
One participant expressed “I personally would not adopt an old child because you cannot bend the child I would rather have the child as a baby because then I can still set rules for them instead of an older child who already comes in to my home with their own set of rules. Therefore, it is very hard for them to adjust to the rules and regulations of a new home because of their already past experiences’’
[bookmark: _Toc504558993]Theme 2: They have many adjustment problems

Older children are adopted after considerable time in the child welfare system and have varied histories that usually include some form of parental abuse or neglect, parental problems such as substance abuse or emotional problems, and other unfortunate environmental and economic conditions. These conditions are reflected in the child’s behaviour and understanding of family life and have an impact on his or her adjustment to adoption. Therefore, problems of children adopted when older are more overt than those of adopted infants. Bowlby (1979) also states that most of the children reared in institutions and orphanages are frequently presented with a variety of emotional and behavioural problems such as an inability to form intimate and lasting relationships with others. It is therefore understandable that older children who are adopted might display behavioural disorders due to insecure attachment that they have experienced in their early years.  
One participant expressed “Older children have been exposed to lot of difficulties and challenges in their lives and have developed different coping mechanisms and sometimes how they deal or cope with being adopted might be challenging to the adoptive parents”.
It is then of importance that parents are informed about the child’s life prior adopting and be given all the background information necessary in raising the child. This will ensure that the child is able to grow in a home that understands his or her behaviour.
[bookmark: _Toc504558994]Theme 3: It is difficult to bond with older children

Participants emphasised that it is easy to form a bond with a younger child as opposed to a child who has had previous disappointing bonds with an adult. Fainstein (2008) also argues that adopting an older child that has been staying in children’s home for quite some time has it challenges. Therefore one needs to understand that the child has been exposed or has experienced neglect and rejection from their biological parents or caregivers which has resulted in a retarded emotional growth and distrust of affection. This in turn might have caused the child to be unable to achieve normal relationships or to form bonds with other people. This is something that all the adoptive parents need to be informed about prior adopting said one participant. 
Another point mentioned was that when adopting an older child it means you will have few years to spend with them because before you know it they will be going to university and start working and become independent so that means one will not be able to bond and spend lot of time with an older child as opposed to adopting a baby that you will spend most of the time with. 
5. [bookmark: _Toc504558995]The reasons as to why adoption involving older children usually breaks down 

[bookmark: _Toc504558996]Theme 1: Unable to form trusting bonds 

This research has found that some of the reasons why adoption with older children sometimes breaks down are because due to feelings of neglect and disappointment in children they are unable to form bonds with their new parents.  This then requires adoptive parents to be more resilient and willing to show a high level of perseverance in order to properly bond and connect with a child who has previously been in alternative care. 
Participant 3 stated “I think it is also important to have pre-adoption counselling with the child alone in order to prepare him or her about the adoption that is going to take place”.
Participant 6 further elaborated on this point by stating that sometimes the feelings of the child in the adoption are ee disregarded or overlooked because of the thinking that they are just children. However their feelings or thoughts about the adoption process and about the family they are going to is very important as it prepares them  and it makes them feel part of the whole process of adoption and do not feel like a product that is just bought from a shop. 
Ferreira (2009) also argues that the quality of the interaction between the child and the adult is more important than the biological relationship. Adoption is one way of giving a child the opportunity of forming an attachment with an adult, which will go a long way towards ensuring that the child will become an emotionally secure, balanced adult. Therefore this means that if the adoptive parent can be able to create an environment that will be conducive enough for the child to develop the child will be able to become more trusting of the adoptive parent which will ensure that the adoption process does not breakdown. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558997]Theme 2: Proper screening does not take place

Another interesting finding from the research was that there is usually no proper screening done for prospective adopter and foster parents, and because of this the adoption usually breaks down.  Another participant mentioned that the spirit of Ubuntu seems to be disappearing and the community is no longer taking responsibility to help fellow community members and therefore those that are living in poverty are generally the ones that apply to become foster parents because of the foster grant that will be received. In the long run when the foster grant no longer serves all the needs of the family members the child is then brought back into the home. 
One participant stated “There are children who have psychiatric or psychological disorders like conduct disorders that manifest through breaking things, fighting and needing attention affects the parent who is supposed to give all commitment to the child hence it becomes a challenge for the parent which leads to the child being brought back to the home as the parent is failing to manage the behaviour of the child’’
The prospective foster or adoptive parents are not adequately informed about the possible challenges that they could potentially face in raising an older child that comes from a broken, dysfunctional or abusive family. Most children that come from dysfunctional families develop attachment disorders or have psychological issues and the prospective adopters are not adequately supported through that process of learning to adjust with an additional outside person added to their family structure.  
It was therefore mentioned that it is of importance that parents are provided with parenting skills prior and after the adoption process. There should be workshops that are held to educate the adoptive parents of the possible behaviours that the children might display and the relevant places to go to in order to get help for the child instead of retuning the child at the home.
[bookmark: _Toc504558998]Theme 3: Children can be disrespectful

Other participants stated that adoption with older children usually breaks down because some of the children tend to be disrespectful and rebellious towards their adoptive parents which often results in them being brought back into the home.  One participant further mentioned that because some children have behavioural disorders as an adoptive parent it is easier to return the child back at the home if you cannot put up with the behaviour of the child compared to when the child is yours.
Ehrich, Freeman, Richards, Robinson & Shepperd (2004) state that Common behavioural problems in samples of late adopted children include non-compliance, aggression, over activity, lying and stealing, and common emotional problems include anxiety and fearfulness. Such problems can be extremely taxing for new parents, and if they show little sign of failing over time may lead to calls for the child to be removed. It is therefore vital to have effective interventions with parents and with children to reduce the level of problems that might occur in the adoption process. 
[bookmark: _Toc504558999]Theme 4: Not all family members support adoption 

One participant expressed ‘‘Sometimes if a couple adopts a child you find that only one person is more interested in the adoption compared to the other. Therefore in the event of the death of the person who was more interested in the adoption, there comes an imbalance where the person feels that they can no longer stay with the adopted child and they bring them back to the home’’. 
Muhlambi (2015) also gathered in her research that parents that adopt children have to deal with judgements from society on their decisions to adopt.  She further mentioned that they do not get the support of their friends and family especially in the African families where people are not well informed about the benefits of adoption both for the child and for the adoptive parents. . Most parents are discouraged by their families and friends to adopt and if they still go ahead with it they are not supported which makes it hard for them to raise the adopted child with no support from friends and relatives. 
[bookmark: _Toc504559000]Theme 5: If the adopters pass away, the adopted child is chased away from the family.

Another reason that was brought up was that if both adoptive parents pass on, the relatives or the family members of the parents especially in the African families tend to chase away the adopted child because they feel that he or she is not part of their family and will have no one looking after them since the parents that had adopted him or her have passed on.
[bookmark: _Toc504559001]Theme 6: Poor communication between adopter and adoptee.

It was further mentioned that adoption of older children sometimes breaks down because there is a lack of communication between the adopted child and the adoptive parents.  Participant 3 mentioned “The child is never given the platform to express how they feel about being in a new home and how they like certain things to be done instead they are commanded on how they should behave and are expected to adjust to the adoptive family as quickly as possible’’. 
The adopted child is never given a chance to talk about their birth parents and how they feel about them.
Singer, (2005) in her research study gathered that adopted older children show feeling of anger, sadness and confusion because they are unable to talk with their parents about their birth parents; how they have to hide their desire to search and/or their experiences of reunion. Sometimes these adopted older children struggle with loyalty conflicts, but often their loyalty conflict is based on reality – on sensing how threatened their adoptive parents feel at the mere mention of birth parents. Therefore the older adopted children end up bottling their feelings about their birth parents which then tends to lead to behavioural disorders where they resort into delinquent behaviours as a way of expressing their bottled up feelings. 
Fainstein (2008) further states that it is of importance that a caregiver provides consistent, responsive care that will help the child to learn to recognise the nature of their own emotions and to regulate their own behaviour and emotional state. 
[bookmark: _Toc504559002]Theme 7: The issue of race and culture

“As much as South Africa is a democratic country where we embrace diversity amongst ourselves as a rainbow nation. We can never shy away from the fact that there are people who are still finding it difficult to embrace the diversity that is present in our country’’ said participant 6.  As a result of racial discrimination or cultural racism transracial adoption tends to breakdown due to the child feeling discriminated against by the members of the family and friends who are of a different race.  Camara (2014) in her research also gathered that certain people even today still disapprove of transracial adoption because they see it as discourse that the child is being stolen or is going to lose their culture and heritage if brought into a family that is of a different race. Therefore due to the issue of race and culture some of the adoption processes tend to break down.
6. [bookmark: _Toc504559003]Participant’s perceptions on whether older children want to be adopted or not.

Different perceptions from participants were raised about whether older children want to be adopted or not. 
[bookmark: _Toc504559004]Theme 1: Love and sense of belonging are important

About half of the participants have mentioned that older children would want to be adopted because it has the potential to provide them with a form of safety and security as they prepare to enter the world of work or study. It also provides them with the love and support they need from a nuclear family setup. 
One participant further stated “Children want to be adopted because of the vey need to have individual attention and a desire to have a strong sense of belonging, because most of the children would have overstayed in the institution like a children’s home so therefore their desire to be de-institutionalised will make them want to have a family or be adopted”. 
Moreover some children that do not have family want to be adopted in order to have that special person in their lives that will care and love them as their own.
[bookmark: _Toc504559005]Theme 2: They don’t want to experience hurt again

On the other hand another some participants felt that older children do not want to be adopted because they sometimes have already bonded with the previous adopter and tend to struggle with having to form another bond with a new adopter.  Moreover some children have been exposed to foster parent breakdowns and as a result become closed and struggle to form new attachments due to previous disappointments with adoptive parents. 
 Participant 5 stated “Some older children are scared of change such as the change of environments which includes leaving behind their peers and moving in with strangers so because of this they do not like to be adopted. Other children do not want to be adopted for the mere fact that they want to belong in the family of their origin that has family members that they can relate to who share the same blood and surname with as this gives them a strong sense of belonging thereof”.
7. [bookmark: _Toc504559006]What can be done to encourage people to adopt older children?

When participants were asked about what could be done to encourage people to adopt older children or to improve the efforts that have already been put into place in relation to adoption they mentioned that there should be workshop  that are held that will educate parents about parenting skills. They mentioned that there should in depth discussions and support groups for adoptive parents and adopted children, where the children and he parents are free to express their feelings about being adopted and adopting. There should also be more support to be provided from adoption social workers where possible especially if an older child is being adopted.
One participant expressed “I personally would not encourage anyone to adopt an older child due to reasons that had been mentioned above. I would only encourage someone to adopt an older child if they have a history with the child for example if the person has known the child for years or if the child is a relative, besides that I would not encourage anyone to adopt a total stranger as it might not work out”.
Another participant mentioned that there should be awareness programmes in the community that will encourage the community to become mentors at children’s homes in order for them to see the rewards and challenges of being a support system for a child that comes from a difficult background. 
Another participant placed her emphasis on the adoptive parents to accept the child as a unique individual and help them gain a sense of belonging. She also mentioned that adoptive parents should be encouraged to treat adopted children as their own children they should instil all the norms all that they will instil in their own children on the adopted child as well.

8. [bookmark: _Toc504559007]Summary of the chapter

This chapter outlined the participant’s perceptions in relation to adoption of older children.  The themes that were used form part of the research objectives. The interview that were conducted with the participants we very insightful and allowed for the researcher to probe even further. Participant were given a platform to express themselves freely according to their experiences in relation to adoption and some participants went as far as using personal examples to explain further their perceptions of adopting older children.

[bookmark: _Toc504559008]CHAPTER 5
[bookmark: _Toc504559009]MAIN FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDTAIONS

1. [bookmark: _Toc504559010]Introduction

This chapter will outlines the main findings from the interviews that were conducted. It will also provide recommendations based on what could be done to encourage the adoption of older children.
2. [bookmark: _Toc504559011] Summary of findings 

The main findings from the interviews conducted with the participants about why older children are not readily adopted was that people are not well informed about the adoption process and what it entails in terms of the challenges and the benefits of it prior to adopting.  
Due to lack of information and knowledge about the challenges involved in adopting older children, the adoption usually breaks down as a result. It was further gathered that adopting an older child is more challenging than adopting a baby hence people do not always opt for the adoption of older children.
Adoptive parents also fail to carefully explore their expectations and that of the older adopted child carefully in the beginning phase of adoption and as a result it often leads to a break down. 
The participants mentioned that adopting older children means keeping up with their behaviour and understanding where the child comes from, which tends to be a tedious task for some adoptive parents which often leads to a child being brought back into the home. It also became apparent was mentioned that older children come into an adoptive family with lot of previous histories of whether having lived in foster care, children’s homes orphanages, or with their birth family. Their pre-adoptive experiences may leave them with unresolved emotional issues. Such issues include significant loss of birth family, possibly including siblings; previous caregivers, and other personal issues. It is sometimes this kind of issues that children have that prevent people from adopting older children.
The research also established that people are opting for adoption are usually criticised or rebuked by family members or community members about bringing an unknown child into the family. Within the African families the adoptive parent are discouraged by the elders who state that the child will bring trouble into the family because they do not know his or her ancestors, and because they do not know the child’s ancestors how will they help the child if he or she is sick or has behavioural problems.
Some people show less understanding and lack of knowledge about the importance of adopting children. These reasons include the benefits that adopting has on the child and their development. These include providing older children with a form of safety and security as they prepare to enter the world of work or study and also provides them with the love and support they need from a nuclear family setup. It also offers them a sense of belonging, which is something that children sometimes struggle with, and once they are provided with that they will be happy, more relaxed and have fewer behaviour problems than others.
3. [bookmark: _Toc504559012]Recommendations 

1.  Adoption awareness programmes should be implemented to make communities aware that the adoption of older children is possible.
2. Training workshops need to be conducted for people interested in adopting older children. Training workshops should focus on important issues, such as forming trusting relationships with older children; responsible parenting and disciplining of older children.
3. Further research be conducted to build knowledge about why older children are not adopted and how best to help the older child and adoptive parents adjust to the new family system.
4. Adoptive parents need to be taught to take into account the earlier chapters of their older child’s life experiences for clues to make sense of present day behaviour or emotions.
5. Post adoption counselling to both adoptive parents and children need to be provided in order to assist them to talk about their feelings.
6. Proper screening of prospective adopters should be done in order to prevent the breakdowns. People should also be encouraged to do transracial adoption as a way of showing that we embrace diversity. 
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[bookmark: _Toc504559014]APPENDIX A
[bookmark: _Toc504559015]PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Title of study: Reasons why older children placed in a children’s home in Johannesburg are not being legally adopted: perspectives of social workers, auxiliary social workers and child care-givers.
Good day,
My Name is Nombulelo Mahlangu and I am currently in my final year of studying Social Work at the University of the Witwatersrand. As part of the requirements for the degree, I am conducting research on the perceptions of the Social Workers, Auxiliary Social Workers and child-care- givers regarding reasons as to why older children placed in children’s homes are not being legally adopted. It is hoped that the information gathered could assist Social Workers with more information that can be used in the recruitment of prospective adopters. Additionally the outcome of the study could provide potential adopters with information on how and why they should adopt older children in children’s homes. 
As employees at the children’s homes who are knowledgeable and experienced in working with individuals who are adopting, you are ideally positioned to contribute to my research. I therefore wish to invite you to participate in my study. If you accept my invitation, your participation would be entirely voluntary and you are free to withdraw at any time without penalty. There are no consequences or personal benefits of participating in this study. If you agree to take part, I would arrange to interview you at a time and place that is suitable for you. The interview will last approximately one hour. If you choose to participate, you may withdraw from the study at any time and you may also refuse to answer any questions that you feel uncomfortable with answering. If you decide to participate, I will ask your permission to tape-record the interview. No one other than the researcher and the supervisor will have access to the tapes. The tapes will be kept in a locked cabinet for two years following any publications or for six years if no publications emanate from the study. A copy of your interview transcript without any identifying information will be stored permanently in a locked cupboard and may be used for future research.
Please be assured that your name and personal details will be kept confidential and no identifying information will be included in the final research report. The results of the research may also be used for academic purposes (including books, journals and conference proceedings) and a summary of findings will be made available to participants on request.
Please contact me on nombulelonokwanda@gmail.com or my supervisor on Priscilla.Gerrand@wits.ac.za if you have any questions regarding my study. We shall then answer them to the best of our ability. If you have any concerns and complaints about the study please contact Human Research Ethics Committee (Non-Medical) contact 


									
										
















[bookmark: _Toc504559016]APPENDIX B
[bookmark: _Toc504559017]CONSENT FORM FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE STUDY

Reasons why older children placed in a children’s home in Johannesburg are not being legally adopted: perspectives of social workers, auxiliary social workers and child care-givers.
I hereby consent to participate in the research study. The purpose and procedures of the study have been explained to me. 
I understand that:
· My participation in this study is voluntary and I may withdraw from the study without being disadvantaged in any way.
· I may choose not to answer any specific questions asked if I do not wish to do so.
· There are no foreseeable benefits or particular risks associated with participation in this study.
· My identity will be kept strictly confidential, and any information that may identify me, will be removed from the interview transcript. 
· A copy of my interview transcript without any identifying information will be stored permanently in a locked cupboard and may be used for future research.
· I understand that my research will be used in the write up of an honours project and may also be presented in conferences, book chapters, journal articles or books. 

Name of participant	:
Date			:
Signature		: 

[bookmark: _Toc504559018]APPENDIX C
[bookmark: _Toc504559019]CONSENT FORM FOR AUDIO-TAPING OF THE INTERVIEW

Title of the study: 	Reasons why older children placed in a children’s home in Johannesburg are not being legally adopted: perspectives of social workers, auxiliary social workers and child care-givers.
I hereby consent to tape- recording of the interview.
I understand that: 
· The recording will be stored in a secure location (a locked cupboard or password protected computer) with restricted access to the researcher and the research supervisor.
· The recording will be transcribed and any information that could identify me will be removed.
· When the data analysis and write-up of the research study is complete, the audio-recording of the interview will be kept for two years following any publications or for six years if no publications emanate from the study.
·  The transcript with all identifying information directly linked to me removed, will be stored permanently and may be used for future research.
· Direct quotes from my interview, without any information that could identify me may be cited in the research report or other write-ups of the research.



Name: ………………………………………………
Date:    ………………………………………………
Signature:   .………………………………………….
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