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, "Ihis {d isfearta tira  brings t o  W *  e  va ris ty - a t  te x ts  
w ri ttx ii about in carce ra tio n  in  South Af r i c an  gaolfi.

•' B pnM B B H it: i s  h o t  a  n a tu ra l nay  o f  l i f e ,  and in  oidec  to  
■ . ren te r-  i t  s-^ lesS able , .. jad scqe rs c re a te  d iv e rs icm ry

iiii a c t iv i t ie s  th a t  those  o f  th e  a r ta id e  w orld, Qob

such d iv e ra im  i s  th e  .te l l in g  Of s to r ie s .
I  E riscne ts  d isp lay  a  . g re a t need to  conKiinioate wit^i 

O thers . n o t csiiy SA ile in s id e  th e  p r is m ,  bu t a f te r  th e i r  
r e l j e a ^ . ,  ̂'to e  o f  tiie  e f fe c tiv e  wexo in  v r id h  they  do th in  
ifip b y  censtxugtdtig a i te r ta in in g  and in fcnna tive  t a le s ,  
based e i th e r r/on" ne ttsries  o f  . l i f e  out s hfe  th e  p r is m  o r  on 
th e  raw m ta r i a l  o f  th e i r  sm aeucdinga in s i d e .

" Sh is s ta h y , 'Hxzmirea ' an  an tcb ipgrag ty , th e  prison, 
yam ,' a. d ia ry , ' a  f ic t ic n a l is e d  r e c a K ts tc tio n , and 
a  volume ' o f  poe try , in d ic a t in g  th a t  th e re  i s  no s in g le  
l i t e r a r y  response t o  isprisom oent. A il th e  te x ts  aha  a t  
purging .; ttie  w ri te rs  o f  th e i r  o rd ea l a t  th e  sane t t a e  as 
astpoaitg th e  conditioris i n  South A frican  p riso n s.



■mis d is se r ta t io n  a i r s  t 6  expcfee and ; exp lcp i l i t e r a r y  
n a tfe ria l w r i t ta i  aBeut-.'" ih c a r re ra tio n  i l l  i.Sbith A frican  
p tis en a . The H ta a ta ra V fe l i / 'in W  £ a ir  
w r t t^ s i  by c o i^ - l r M  c r i i i ie a d , ' d e t a i i ^  V io  have no t 

a c  M e d ,  w tiite p o l i t i c a l  pa icneE S  and black  

p o l i t ic a l  p r is c e e ra .1 . h \ '■ I
Bach o f  th e  f i v i  i ir ite rs '1, discuss'dd f a l l ^  in to  one of 

th e  fou r c a te g o ries , j! C h r is to ffe l to s s in g  (Chapter One) 
and ttem an' Chargee?Boaman (Chapter T ro),'^com ricted  on 

' c r t a im l  .co u n tC  * ^ e d  sentences; i n  P t e to k a  C entral 
P rison . (Qiaptep/z 'BK ee): was g a i n e d  in

confineraent f o r  ..one"lumdred w d  eeventee i days, 
s d t iw i t  so a r  b 6 n g '# ^ g e i .  D k. 2»eloni® : (Chipter Four) 

°was1 " to /  a  tk m  m  Rafaban Is la n d  f o r  e igaging in
/  pan I A fr ic a n is t Qpigreaa a b tiv iij ie s ,  and J e ra ty  Cronin 

( d a p te r  f iv e )  was convicted, igiaer th e  Te rr OriaB  A ct fo r  
ou t underground vroric f o r  th e  A frican a a t ic m l  

Congreaa. . W  served most o f  h is  tim e in  P re to r ia 's  

Maxisum s N u r t iy  f t i s m .
• it tn te r  jp siscnera  ̂ ar@' o f ten  fa sc in a tin g  a ta ry te U e ra , 

who design" th&te n a rra t iv es  f o r  th e  b e s t  p o ss ib le  in p a ct. 
"Stceytolltog in  a  ’ nsn® l, h s i . t h y  cultuE al;;proceas i n  a l l  

: .tizd^ tiie sv  Id le  -any o-uiaa i i t y ,  th e  prison  ja w id e s  
a . 'f O a r i  it-*  .the devekpcent: o f  c u l tu r a l  forms. I t  i s  

o asd ix iv t to  <Ae p rcduc ticn  o f  ta le s .
JSKXtg th e  sw &  reasons f o r  te l l i n g  s to r ie s  a re  th e  

cn o f  eg serie roes and th e  in te n tio n  to  give  
V aluable advice # "  th e  same tim e as providing 
enfcertaiimsnt. As .Walter Benjamin2 s iq g e s ts , th e  b e s t 

S to ry te ll in g



to "  a  broaifc sense , th e  p rliw nar i s  l i t o  a  t r a v a l le r  
Kho has r e b i r i » |  hcne w ith  ta l e t  o f  h is  ee^ieriences. ite 
i s  alyOf .vAi^e 'M  pti.sc«t, l ik e  th e  "tesldem : t l l l i s e  o f th e  
s o i l - !' t i e r i n g  soand advice  K5 those  eLdund him.
B ie paeticu la ir fegytelU .Tiq te d s iiq b a s  o f  each v o lte r  w ill  
h e  l a t i e i t e d  i n  e |c h  cheptee.

■/Die' m a jte ity  te x ts  about-jisiecsi i n  t h i s  countty  
Sxe^ w ri tte n  so -ca lle d  p o l i t ic a l  p riso n e rs  r a th e r  than  
lay j  cr imim ls  f  lo s i n g ,  and posnan ara! aecep ticnp , ■Biis i s  
g a r t i y  ba &use  t5j6 Id irel o f  education  amjng.dOimiai law 
g r is a ie e s   ̂ i s  g e ttira l ly  n o t a s  - adflfencsi j-&k th a t  or 
p o l i t i c a l  p riso n e rs , 1 and p a r t l y  baca tse  p o l i t ic a l  

.. pjcLeoie^B , hasfe anorlgi t i i e l r  m otives f o r  -wri t ip g  th e  d e s ire  
b ro th e r  t o  in d ic t  th e  p o l i t ic a l  system which iapriscned  
ith ^ L  . ■ _

to  a d d itic o , a  la rg e  p ro p o rt im  o f  th e  published 
m a te r ia l i s  b y  vdiita p r iso n e rs , to e  m ajor x e asm  fo r th is  
i s  th a t  w hite  p risone rs  a re  s ta t is t ic a l ly 'i io e e  lik e ly  than  
bl ack  p risone rs  t o  have received  an education equipping 
then  w ith  more than  b a s ic  l i t e r a c y .3 "

Each d ia p te r  of t h i s  s tudy  contains s o d o h i s t o r i c a l  
3fld- biographical c o n tex tu a lis a tian , a s  w a ll a s  ta c tu a l 
ocim m t , Q iap ter Qte has a  saneidiat d if f e r a x t  s truc ture  
from th a  o th e rs : L es sin g 's  w ri tin g , and h i s  l i f e ,  a re
presen ted  through in terv iew s c m ric ta d  w ith  him betweei 
Octofcet 1986 and Cctobar 1937. HU pe rspectives on both 
M s l i f e  and h is  w ri tin g  a re  juxtaposed w ith  a rch ival 
evidence and te x tu a l refe ren c es . Chapters CDs and Two a re  
l i nked n o t en ly  because both w ri te r s  f a l l  in to  th e  sane 
category  of p risone r, b u t  because Beaman's book appears to  
have been w ri tte n  as a  response to  Lessing.





warn
punleteeat î mngseilf.
fnorfch farm rmnf^on, j a j e  120) o ,

Christo££al Leasing was an InnBta o£ South .AEcUa's
caaroa  ^  p r is m  systero t e  a l s c a t  t W l r  S ^ r s -  ,« « n  116 
f i r s t  e itee ed  a  tiocrective i n s t i t a t i m  h e w s  f if te e n  
o r  s ix tee n , =«1 had passed Standard 5. - By th e  t i r o  he w s  
zeleesed  ■ fro n  h is  f i r s t  indeterm inate  ■ sentence / »  had..

a  n a tr ic  c e r t i f ic a te  and n ine  c r e d i t s y k ^ r d s ;  
a  B achelor o f  A rts degree. M H t h e  l e f t  p r i s m  f o r  th e . 
l a s t  t l m  a f t e r  serv ing  a  secm d inde ten rina te ; sm ta tc e ,^  
a n  8 th  Jteteuasy 1947, ha was m  th a  brink . o f  pub lish iM  
th re e  bocks.3 Over tiie  n e x t t e a  y e a rs ,,h e  published 
tw elve bocks and con tribu ted  ove r th i r t y  ; a r t i c le s  and 

• • • -  -  v a r ie ty  o f  lo c a l  magazines (spch as
'  JW xtuaily  a l l

manuwaa,  KiB—i s ™ =   ----   .
L essing 's  w ri tin g  was based m  th e  = ,^ « tim oea  ^e te d  

a  p r is m e r .  "‘v  j.
The above quota tion  ow es f r r i  BSOMl

autcbiogES#iy, m r th  f x w  ^  f3^
autabicgrajfay, 2 B - B s f e . - 5 M - J ^ ,6 *
I n  h is  quota tion  a s  "an Im perfect s to ry " . ^ > 9  ccsMeqiwice 
o f  h is  knowledge o f  i t s  iB p srfe c tim , Ife&ing wrote th ^  
l a t e r  book. I n  vM di h e  lo t te d  bade on h is  4j ^ s o « 0Bnt 
and analysed h is  w ri tin g , a s  w ell as ■ h is  
develom ent, a f te r  nine  un in te rrup ted  years o f  free ik n . n.



i> h  flw f f a l  le a s in g  w rote and published during  th e  
1940s and 1950s. A t t h a t  tim e, h is  becks were w idely read  
and he  was a  well-known f ig u re .7 As soon as b a n tp & e d  
pubU riiiag, he was la rg e ly  fo rg o tten . D espite a  e e a rd i in  
l ib r a ry  fwfalngiiBg £ d r any  m t e d a l  about iipdsenm en t, no 
■mferemces  t o  l e a s in g 's  books were fowri.® un|U-1986V 
i te f i  I  was a le r te d  t o  David G o ld b la tt 's  a r t i c l e  i n  .. 
s t e t . 9 t i t l e d  -A iw tes  C h ris to ffe l L e s s ir //  • G oldblat±

w hna looking fo e  inform ation in  Jc h an h e s tira 'a  
A frioana l ib r a ry  ■ on th e  t o r t ,  th a  c i t y 's  o ld e s t 
p d sc n , I  chanced on th e  w ri tin g  o f  C hrisS ofto l • 
leasin g , a  fanzetr in n a te  o f  th a t  p la ce , f , , , ]
In  1983, anxious t o  see  le a s in g 's  account o f  h is  
s tay  in  th e  t o r t  published  in  a  magazine,
I  fW ed to  c o n tao t him f o r  perm ission to -do  
t h i s .  He was n o t  t o  be  found. Uieh in  Hardi
1986, s c a t  d iscovered  th a t  h e  was in

(StaS, $tige 17)

G o ld b k tt 's ' a r t i c l e ,  based m  a» in te rv iew  w ith  
le as in g , enabled me t o  con tac t le as in g  and intec&iew 1dm 
both  about M s experiences i n  p r i s m  and h is  w ritin g s . 
Bta discussions I  have had w ith  le a s in g  have subseg t^n tly  
augnented th e  e a r ly  ideas o f  th is  d ia .s^rta ticn  
considerably and have enabled me to  o a n s te ic t an overview 
o f  th e  U fa  and w ri tin g s  o f  a  man who spent-tw enty years 
in  p rison  in s t i tu t io n s  atr£ enmrged a s  a  p r o i i f iq  writ e r  
tind a  rivetiM r s to r y te l le r .

Cne o f  L essing 's  cap tiv a tin g  ta le s  i s  th e  s tr a y  of 
h s»  he began to  upgrade h i s  l i t e r a c y  le v e l tiv p r is c o .

I  th in k  i t  was when I  was i n  th e  t o r t  th a t  i ,n e t  
th i s  fellow , Barney. He taugh t n a  t a t  o n i /  to  
bind  books, b u t  he ta u g h t ms eoyyexiting. Da 
nwrio ms a lphabe ts -  he wrote i n  t i g  j i t t e r s  a m  
f r » n  l e t t e r s  and 1 copied. a f a m z d s  he
to ld  to what bodks t o  read . And I  Sikud him one 
day, I  sa id  -Barney, do you Ijiink  I ' l l  ever be 
,>hia t o  w ri te  a  bode ny ro lf?"  And he sa id-M ol 
I  ha v en 't ever heard  you say  a  s i t , ! *  o r ig in a l 
th ing l"



Lessing laughed whan h e  r e la te d  t h i s  s to ry . Several 
ye a rs  a f t e r  th e  In c id e n t described  above, Leasing met 
Barney again . Barney was th e n  an  im  M o f  Sondarwater
Wade Oalotiy Where le a s in g  was a s s is ta n t  supar-
in te d e i t t .10 By th e n  le a s in g  had pub lish ed ebaut twelve 
books and over t h i r t y  a r t i c l e s  and s to r ie s  in, magazines, 

a  few autcfeiograj& ical p ieces w ith  h is  w ife 
O arrie , v i r tu a l ly  a l l  L ea sin g 's  w ri tin g  was based a i  to e
tw enty years he spen t i n  p r ia m  and p r ls c n - l i te
im t i tu t i o n s .  L essing l e f t  p riso n  f o r  th e  l a s t  tim e in  
1947, Bie vndtiw r c a ree r  began some t i n e  te fo r e  th a t ,  and 
i s  s t i l l  con tinu ing .11

Bom in  1911 to  a  poor-w hite fam ily  in  th e  Ea s te rn  
T ransvaal to m  o f  tydenburg, Lessing grew
a  "deliflgtari*  and ves i n  and o u t o f  in s t i tu t io n s  u n t i l  he 
f in a l ly  t o  escape th e  cycle  i n  to id h  h e  had been

from th e  age o f  f i f te e n .  (He' l a t e r  [ in  th e  1560s] 
made a  g re a t d e a l o f  seney  i n  a  p  _ 
company b u t s± eequE n tly  ended up in so lv e n t.)

L essing 's f i r s t  b o o k , _____________
B luest sim ultaneously w ith  h i s  re le a s e  from prison  in  
1347, and was tr a n s la te d  a s  'to  Tthat Bed H all sh o rtly  
th e re a f te r .  BXom e a r ly  i n  1947 u n t i l  h i s  appointment to  

' th e  pwai'Mim o f  a s s is ta n t  svperintandemtt a t  Sm derw ater in  
19S113 he con tribu ted  a  w ea lth  o f  m a teria l t o  A frikaans 
l i t e r a r y  magazines such a s  prandwao and M £ § £  81x11®8 
constan tly  being  in v i te d  t o  address a l l  k inds of 
aod ie tces . A fte r  h i s  a p p o in d tm t t o  Sm iarw atsr, Leasing
stepped w ritin g , b u t vdim h e  l e f t  to e  e s p k y  o f  to e  

o f  Socia l w elfa re  be published rw„ vwaate m,i 
and i t s  English coun terpart i p r th  from th e  Danqsm. 
( lea sin g  w rote to e  A frikaans and English versions 
sim ultaneously.) 'U ntil l a t e  i n  th e  1970s, Lessing then  
s tepped w ri tin g  fo r  publica t io n  and was somehow forgo tten . 
Ha says th a t  he stepped w ri tin g  a b o rt p rison  because i t  
was no imngmr re le v a n t t o  h is  personal growth. When he

:V



had s ta r te d  w ri tin g , i t  had served  a s  th e  on ly  means t y  
wMrh he  cane to  term s w ith  th e  years he had spent

in  c ap tiv ity .
■n, B all (19495 and g o r t o j g m  th e  Dunĝ

(1956), th e  E rgliah n a rra t iv e s  o f  L essing 's  l i f e  s to ry , 
$ om  th e  primary focus i n  t h i s  s tu d y , a lthough ny opinions 
ahvyw- h is  w riting  have been v.igsented t y  interview s w ith 
le sa i jig . to e  two t e s t s  e x h ib i t  irp o r ta n t  d ifferences as 

a s  « w i H »  m ajor d ifferen c e  between th e  t #  
i s  t o f t  w ail was w ri t te n  in  a  p riso n .'ce ll and
a d s  ^ ) s t  p r io r  to  L es s in g 's  r e le a s e ,  to iile  
2sasL3 V » s  w r i t tm  n in e  y e a rs  a f t e r  h is  re le ase  and 

l i f e  "frcro a  d i f f e r e t t  perspective-1. to e  
a i efonznra i s  n h le fly  i n  th e  s ty l e  and th e  pace o f  th e  two 
hm km r a th e r  than, in  th e  c o n ten t. While S2S£kJSSLthS 
a a g s a . 1 i s  lengthy and d e ta i le d , i o ' m p  almost
setsams ip  an a id , because o f  th e  anguish, f ru s tra tio n  and
h a s te  to  cemplste th e  nBnuscri.pt b ^ o re  h is  re le ase . I t  
t e l l s ,  according to  L essing , an  un fin ished  t a le ,  Which io  
one o f  th e  reasons f o r  focusing  m  th e  l a t e r  t e s t .

Bswever, ene does n o t  e o^ect id e n tic a l  s to r ie s  in  t tK r . 
cdi-rtofw o f  an autobicgrapby, m erely c o ^ a t ib l l i t y  and 
h is to r ic a l  accuracy. Autobiography i s ^ l i r i i t ly  claims 
a  tm t i i - s ta tu s ,  a iri i f  th e  e to jective t r u th  d if fe r s  from
th e  p r in te d  word, th e -re ad e r  w i l l  genera lly  be s a t is f ie d  
i f  tite  book has a  r in g  o f  a u th e n tic ity  and i f  th e  te x t  has 
i t s  te s t  in te g r ity .  to e  assumption in  discussing 
nvstobiography i s  th a t  i t  i s  t r u e ,  and th e  nodus operand! 
Of th e  a-hniflr i s  th u s t o  examine th e  s a y  in  whito th e  
w ri te r  has c ra fted  tite  t a l e  o f  h ie  o r  h e r l i f e .  
pmanHBertng th e  "ob jec tive  t r u th - 16 b to ind  a  s to ry  
«aVaa th e  study of th e  c r a f t  p a r t ic u la r ly  fasc ina ting .

m  L essing 's c ase , th e  autebiography appears in  two

■versions -  which im red ia te ly  suggests th a t  sorething was 
o n itted  th e  f i r s t  t i n e  o r  added f o r  a  p a rtic u la r



pa sses , d if f e re n t  events ga in  d if f e r e n t  sig n ific an c e , and 
ai® thus presented d if f e r e n t ly  i n  l a t e r  w ritin g . His 
o r a l  te s t in m y  gives w eight i n  tu rn  t o  n a d i th a t  w a  
f le e t in g ly  d e a l t  w ith  in  th e  t e s t s . 17

m  th e  ensuing pages, L es sin g 's  biography w il l  bs 
prgaonteri a s  i t  i s  enmeshed w ith  h is  w ri tin g . Where th e re  
a re  d iscrepancies, e i th e r  between h is  two hocks o r  between 
th e  w ri tte n , o r a l  a id  a rc h iv a l accounts, th e se  w il l  t s  

d iscussed .
-C hristo ffel Lessing was th e  fou rth  o f  s ix  surviving 

c h ild ren . His f a th e r  was a  roadganger i n  th e  Sastem  
T ransvaal, where le as in g  'spent h i s  e a r ly  y e ars .

Frcm my b i r th  we were a  fam ily  o f  te n d e re rs . My 
fa th e r  was a  ganger,;cn  th e  roads, and a l t te u ^ i  
a t  n i # t  we s le p t  in  a  t e i t  o r  i n  ao te  M n d o f  
shack by t t e  roadside,, th e  heavens we re  o u r roof 
By day and an open f i r e  a y  m o ther's k itchen .
(op c i t ,  page 4)

s s u q  s  childhood was n o t merely disadvantaged by 
• b u t devasta ted  by th e  untim ely death  o f h is

t e th e r .  She , d ied  during th a  1918 'f l u  epidemic, leaving 
behind h e r  tnjsband and s ix  c h ild ren  (cne o th a r  c tiild  d ied  
w ith  h e r)  ranging in  age f m c  th re e  weeks t o  e i^ tteen  

. o ld . C h r ie to ffs l Lessing was seven. Ever since , he

has believed  th a t  h i s  . 
d is ru p tiv e  movements o f  th e  fam ily  s e t  him on th e  path 

"fa ilu re"  and de lin q tm cy , and u ltim ate ly  to  
p r i s m ,  he served two indeterm inate sentences a s  an
h a b itu a l mrimlnal' bptweel 1933 and 1547.18

to ro u ^ c n t  h is  w ri tin g  le a s in g  jnsnticBS th a t  he was 
d e r iv e d  o f  a  m other's love  and was ha ice  unable to  

adequately in  so c ie ty , u n t i l  he found scsKcoe 
was to  love , nu rtu re  and support him in  th e  Wiy he
would have e j e c t e d  h is  mother t o  have done.19

A fte r  m a tie r 's  death  th e  le as in g  chridrB i were
s e r t  t o  l iv e  w ith  r e la t iv e s  on a  farm. B a i r  ccusina 

them and w ithheld any fo m  o f  a ffec tion .



dhilrihccdf

m ass in  waves, I  w ould  .,V 1= c m tin e ssin  waves, 
sacething to  f i l

2 d a s  tiie  wind fin d s no r e s t .  
(Ib id , page 7)
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Of B e t t i n g  f o r  h i s  c h ild h o o d  y e a r s  i n  t h e  b o o k , L ydenburg  
l i t e r a l l y  m eans "tow n o f  s u f f e r i n g " ,  a n d  from  th e  way he 
w r i t e s  a b o u t i t  one  m ig h t assum e t h a t  h e  in v e n te d  th e

O b v io u s ly  h e  d id  n o t . 20 n o n e th e l e s s ,  i t  w ould 
h av e  b e e n  i n  k e e p in g  w i th  L e s s in g 's  s t y l e  had  h e  in v e n te d  
th e  name L y d en b u rg . F o r  i n  i g . W hat Red H e l l ,  h e  in v e n te d  
a l l  t h e  p la c e  nam es, a n d  t h e r e  h e  c h o s e  t o  c a l l  t h e  tow n 
"A rm stad " , w h ich  m eans " p o o r  to w n " . H is  a im  w as t o  
r e f l e c t  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  and  e m o tio n a l  p o v e r ty .

A f t e r  t h e  L e s s in g  c h i l d r e n  w ere  rem oved  b y  t h e i r  
f a t h e r  from  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  a t  K r a n s k u i l ,  t h e  f a rm , th e y  
l i v e d  w i th  t h e i r  f a t h e r  , on  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  L ydenbu rg . 

L e a s s in g  w r i t e s

( I b i d ,  p a g e  9)

Shame and  t r u a n c y  r e c u r  a s  in s e p a r a b l e  f e e l i n g  and 
a c t i o n  th r o u g h o u t  L e s s in g 's  c h i ld h o o d  m em ories . W henever 
h e  r a n  i n t o  t r o u b l e ,  h e  f e l t  asham ed o f  h im s e l f  and  f l e d  
t o  a v o id  p u b l i c  e m b a r ra s sm e n t. I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  t h i s  le d  to  
h i s  c o n tin u o u s  f l e e in g  from  th e  p o l i c e ,  and  h i s  r e c u r r e n t  
a t te m p ts  a t  e s c a p e .  H is  e s c a p e s  w ere  o f t e n  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
u n t i l  su c h  tim e  a s  h i s  p h y s ic a l  n e e d s  le d  him  t o  th e

P 0 l i0 2 8 tim e  p a s s e d ,  L e s s in g ’s  s i s t e r  m a r r ie d  and  moved 
away from  t h e  ro a d m a k e r 'e  camp i n t o  t h e  tow n o f  L ydenbu rg . 
gome m onths l a t e r  L e s s in g  f e l l  o f f  h i s  b i c y c l e  and  wounded 
h i s  l e g  s e v e r e l y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  n e a r e r  t h e  d o c to r ,  he 
h a d  t o  l i v e  i n  L y d en b u rg . He was s e n t  t o  l i v e  w i th  h i s  
s i s t e r  and  h e r  h u sband  and  t h e r e ,  i n  h i s  v ie w , h e  s u f f e r e d  
enorm ous in d i g n i t y  and u n f a i r  t r e a tm e n t .  He was u n a b le  to  
w a lk  f o r  a b o u t  s i x  w eeks and  was th u s  c o n f in e d  t o  b e d . in  
l a t e r  y e a r s  h e  th o u g h t  b a c k  on t h i s  tim e  s p e n t  i n  bed  and



s ix  weeks i n  bed, th e  se rid d  to tio sp e c tlm  
and o n f u l f m e d  d e s ire s , th e  h a b it  of 
d flvdreaaijy  and o f  being t e i te d  i»oa  a s  I  had

I—

I  longed t o  be  batik i n  bed, and th e re  was no one 
t o  show me th e  way to  adapt myself to  soc ie ty .

■ j  had f e l t  o u t o f  p la ce  before? now I  m s  nueh

ritaH hat Rad Sell, page 16)

Whm le a s in g  w rote th e se  words, he was ly ing  on h is  
b e l ly  i n  a  c e l l  i n  P re to r ia  O antral P rison . H is c e l l ,  
to o , was a  p la ce  o f  morbid in tro spection ; th e  u n fu lf ille d  

were evm  nens o u t o f  reach , and daydreaming was 
coo o f  th e  few escape ro u tes  open to  him.

ano ther escape, vas w ri tin g . I t  \ma through h is  
that- te s s in g  t r i e d  t o  b r in g  himself i n  touch w ith  

th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  world, t h a t  m s  continuing, ou tside  th e  
p w am  to  w ri tin g  h is  m ecoira, he m s  a tta rp tin g  to

Soen a f t e r  re tu rn in g  to  school in  lydenburg, a f te r  
h is  zecupera tirii, l o s i n g  cam iitted  M s f i r s t  "crime". He 

to  i t  ! in,; th e  W  he continued to  r e a c t  each t in e  
h e  oopn itted  an  bnsuoceasful crim inal a c t :  t o  ran  away, 
faa 'U ng ra i»E se fu l and ha rd  done by  -  t o  blamed 
c txcoss taaces. i e s s in g  d escribes  h is  reac tio n s i n  cedar to  

■w ^ n g h t  th e  f a c t  th a t ,  in  Id s  own opinion, t o  iq  no t and 
n a te s  has b^m  a  genuine "crim inal*, b i t  r a th e r-a  v ic tim

s clean ing  o u t h i s  s i s t e r 's  todrocm one day 
whan h e  found "a f lo r in  o r  a  half-a-crow n". He reseated  
never having any podset money, so to  podceted th e  co in . 
When que stim e d , h e  adm itted having taken  th e  money, 
w hereafter t o  received  a  severe beating  from h is  fa th e r , 
who was simamed frcm  h is  camp <m th e  o u ts k i r ts  o f  th e  
town to  d e a l w ith  him. Lessing believed  th a t  th i s  
jT r ia m t g re a tly  a ffec te d  th e  pa th  he was t o  fo lia * .

He wished on ly  th a t  h is  fa th e r  had lis te n e d  to  h is  
.-ws. o f  th e  s to ry  and explained to  him why what t o  had 
A w . vas wrong, r a th e r  than  punish him so v irio u c ly
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te a s in g  l a t e r  f e l t  about th e  oourta  o f  la s .  a d i  tie®  ha 
h « a ,  .  I— N —

- d ly  lis te n e d  to ,  w hile  th e  
n  th e  testizrcoy o f  c tis z a .m a g is tra te s  am tencea  imu « i  w =  y=,— 4 

a  r e s u l t ,  he beoane iren s ss in g ly  a a e a t f u l  o f  authorUof■ 
jf b a r  h is  fa th e r  a rr iv e d  and dragged h ilt  o r i  o f  M s 

t e d  f o r  a  aroage te a t lu g , t e  m fuaed  o - r e tu m  to  school.
He fea re d  th e  other ohildreu l a  o s a  tM y  » » l d  laugh a t

M ,  o r  te a te  him, tdrLth they  du ly  d id . H e  c h i ld 's  I s a y  

a t  home became so g re a t th a t

s^vtaarahia d iscon ten t -  f ra n t ic ,  
h a l t e d .  .. --------- , u f

i s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h is  behaviour h e  was punished 
fre q u en tly . As th e  punishments increased so d id  th e  
truancy , u n t i l  Lessing « u l d  beer i t  no ro re . He ran  ® ay 
d m  hero  to  th e  p o lic e  s ta t io n , c m  o f  th e  few t i r o s  in  
h i s  l i f e  th a t  such a  p lace  would serve  a s  a  sanctuary.
H is fa th e r  admowledged h is  unhappinese and arranged to  
have him se n t t o  th e  lo c a l school a s  a  boarder, r a th e r  

th a n  remain w ith  h is  s i s t e r .
Km svsr, school had a ls o  bscem  a  o ig M a m  fo r  

te s s i s g .  HS f s l t  poor and r s js c te d , —  a f t s r  M s f a l t e r

t t e a r i s  h is  younger s i s t e r ,  and in  h slp ln g  h«r landed 

h r i s e l f  in  fu rth e r  tro u b le . M a a lly , h .  —
a  ttoaoibory «lth ail older boy * >  w s  te a n t  t o  look a f te r

M e  a r t  a s s i s t  M e  in  M a s tin g  « U  bebnvtd. le asin g  
te sen ted  having a  'p i U s r a n "  «atoh  h ie .  Hie boy, H ss[«r, 

t o  have a  bL-Mday p t r ty  i n  th e  ro o t  one n i * t .  
r a s t e r  provided h is  guests vd th  a lcohol and M gasBttss, 
a r t  ie ss in g  was re g u ire i to  keep watch f o r  th e  houssta ste r  
and to  s o t  »  » i t e r  a t  th e  p m ty . H e n  th e  e a s ie r



r e tm s m  ucra  chu rd i, th e  guests  ranaged t o  escape and
Legstng jumped In to  bed f u l ly  c lo th ed . Oa discovery  ky the
m aster, he pretended th a t  to e p e r vas n o t involved to  th e
proceedings a t  a l l ,  even though he knew th a t  he would be 
e xpelled . The te r r o r  he f e l t  a t  th e  thought o f  b is  f a th e r  
was f a r  vnrse  than  th e  f e a r  o f  expulsion frcm school. He

ha  might do s e t t  me In to  a  feve r.
( Ib id , page 18) ' .

m e d ia t e ly ,  Lessing to o k  what had
a c tio n . He ra n  away. % en  h e  was. found 

house, she refu sed  t o  ta k ea id  returned, to  m s  bi.htw . a -uvu»=,  ---------------
him back. B vm tually  h is  f a t t e r  reprieved  him f r d t  the- 

(d to  had helped  him once b t ^ r e ) ,  and to d :  th e  
c h ild  w ith  him to  th e  roadside  camp. le ss ih g  w rite s  th a t  .

r e s p m s ib i l i t ie s  o f  ccranunity l i f e .  .\'i
(Ib id , page 19) , i-

Bieae a re  p resen ted  a s  . i t e  thou^ its  o f  an  ^ e v e h -  
^ea r-o ld  rhU A. a lthough  w ri tte n  frcm tiie  pe rspective  of 
a  grown ren , they  p r d a t i y  serve  a s  accu ra te  mmdiries. 
t o i s  was perhaps th e  l a s t  t i m  in  le s s in g 's  rh ildhccd  th a t  
h e  was t o  be a t  a l l  h«@y. A fte r  th e  inc iden ts  a t  school, 
h e  liv e d  fo r  seme t i r a  w ith  h is  f a l t e r ,  who d isc ip lin ed  
him s t r i c t l y  d im  t e  misbehaved and even tually  abandoned 
him to  h is  godparents, Ocm Hein and Tant H im  B atin , and 

s p o il t  d iild re n . ie s s in g  f e l t  th a t  h i s  f a l t e r  
him a s  an anim al th a t  could be l e f t  to  m yone'a 

oayg. i t  i s  u n lik e ly  th a t  he ever forgave him f o r  t h is ,  
evm  in  l a t e r  y m rs  when he and h is  w ife todc  care  o f  th e  

ageing man.22



I t  l a  in te re s tin g  to  co igare  le s s in g 's  f an ta sy  o f  h is  
f a th e r 's  p o to n tia i reac tions M lth t h e  s m ' s . a c t to l
te h a r tc m . 1h - t o  to o t  M o b ,™  h i .  f a t t e r - s g u i e t a t o

s u l ly , p r d e b ly  d ln t r e n # t  a t  M s  so n 's  ■ to lingnsnoy , - I  
t o  r e y  to r e  te rn  f to l in g  to!*l«== to d  i to to g sa te  to  

a  p a ren t. M e r e r ,  L m . W  W — '"  « =  n o t to
S lgn lfioan t a s  those  o f  h is  son. to s s in g  had a  tendency 
t o  a n t  according to  h is  fan ta sy  o f  p o te n tia l ctnsequm cas: 
fea rin g  h is  f a t t e r ,  t o  ran  arey . to  I n te r  y e a r s ,  f e a r  o f 

t h a  ,,  ,  c« M .  =
a u th o ri tie s  so  th a t  t o  always ended up fac in g  mare changes

titan  he expected to .  .
. H is f r i t h  i n  h i s  fan ta sy  ^  v d a t.h as ie d  to s s in g  to

te l ie v e  th a t  he w e  o f ten  a  v io tim  o£ d th e r  people ' e  h a s h
 -a- -s!i.oa- Vila esacane ( ra n  th e• pe r example, a f t e r  h is  —  —

B toiaanspoart M  t o h w  in  a * to a t i ia l» ly  1330, h e  found 
a o d i  t e  a  fa™ . On. araadng a  p o lic e  f » s t a h l e  a iad red  to  

v i s i t  th e  fanner. j'mm#
me to  ran .
(Ib id , page 77)

■ * m  caught, h e  f a c to  charges o f  c a r  t h e f t  and p a tra l  
t t e f t  to  r e U S S  r ec ap , frcm t to .im d t on iony .. m a te d  of 
merely te in g  re tu rn to  t o  t t o  W  to to n y . t o s to n g r e .  
M f a n c e i  t o  th ree  s e a r s  i n  p riso n .

a i ,  p e cu lia r  behreiour trait o f  to a s to g 's  recur, in

le a re s  th e  reader fe to in g  a s  though,t o  o r  a te  has r a t e  an
e n tir e  e te p te r  p ^  »ltl> tto to il  a f t e r  r a i l in g  m ly  a  f «

re* .. ore is
s to r ie s  a ra  fa h r io a tto , f o r  t h n t>  to n  t t e y  s««=. , e t  
th e  a r d d r e l  redd—  f o r  r e t  «  le s s in g 's  . . c d o t o .  
eorrdbesatea h is  t r i o s .



t o  e/.VV. ^ s tr e n e ly  ccnwcn  in  th e  sto c ie a  o f
t am er  p rja i^ggs to  heeK, ta l e s  o f  g rea t adventure and 
erct.tamant -  o f  u h id i a re  f a c tu a l ly  t r u e , b u t have
t h i s  e f f e c t  because^ tjw y " ’a r e  r e la te d  w ith M idi bcavado. 
Qvsne I s  undeniably a  .p a r t ic u la r  v e to  o f  s to ry te llin g  
c o m m  to  ex -prlsonera , a s  we S h a ll see .

•to re tu rn  t o  th e  tdaonolegy o f  L essing 's biography -  
vfilch i s  leng thy  In  o rd e r  t o  anghasise th e  background 
ag a in s t which he developed .as a  w ri te r , a s  w ell a s  to  
h i^ U ifp t  th e  reasceiS f o r  M s  con ttoual Imprisonment -  
a f t e r  sane nemths h is  f a th e r  abandoned him cn th e  farm o f  
Hftinrlirh.Ssman. "...

B e"  y ^ s  spen t a i  t t e  farm were a o s t  lap leaseB t f o r  
L easing. Be wps tr e a te d  v e ry  d i f f e r e i t ly  from th e  Bsman 
d i i ld re n  and Wa^ t o  a sk  f o r  msee to  e a t  vdien he was
hm gzyj Leasing TCm° ,|" <3̂  on j th e  farm vd th  Ocn B a in 's  
family* f o r  th re e  y e a r s . He fdoes n o t say  v*e ther h is  
f a th e r  "ever v is ited . Mm du rin g  t h i s  tim e.

% en Ocm B i n 's  n c th a r  disci, to ss in g  knew th a t  th ings 
ooult en ly  g e t worse f e e  h im |: s in c e  she had b e a t f a i r l y  
k in d  to  him. He managed tO; run  away m  th e  dsy o f  her1 
fu n e ra l , a f t e r  S tea lin g  f iv e  poinds o f  Oan H ein 's c m sy . 
He was found by Old Lukas, h i s  {fa ther's se rv an t, and taken 
t o  h is  f a th e r ,^w h o  showed.. B{tgne o f  anger a t 'E sse n  and 
a  l i t t l e  sympathy. was f t e a r ly  ccncemed about h is
c h ild , b u t unable t o  -express, t h i s  e a s i ly .  Inkas vas 
accused o f  s te a l in g  a  donkey, which he had done so th a t  he 
could tra n s p o rt Lessing t o  hiri f a th e r , w hile  no one 
ho ticed  th e  m issing < f iv e  pounqb. This was L essing 's 
second th e f t .  ,H6 b e liev e d  th a t  he was m t i t l e d  to  th e  
ncney a# oarpensaticn  f o r  th e  tr e a tm a it he had received . 
BOr four n m th e , le a s in g  claim s h e  was happy. But then  
M s  fa th e r  was again  tr a n s fe rre d  end he was sen t back to  
h is  s i s t e r  in  Lydenburg,

Fran t h i s  p o in t c n , L es s in g 's  l i f e  changed fo r  th e  
w orse. m  bacanri scnmediat o f  a  rogue, t a p t e d  to  ^pend 
way beycnd h is  je a n s . Ha was c a rp le te ly  unaware o f  t± e



e x te n t o f  M s  r-n-nea u n t i l  much l a t e r .  He honestly  
be lieved  th a t  he was e n t i t le d  to  bor row frcm th e  wealthy. 
For a  good few ye a rs  a f t e r  he  began to  s u f fe r  the  
consequences o£  M s  a c tio n s , teesJng  continued to  believe  
t h a t  he was a  v ic tim  o f  circumstance unable to  function 
a rry rr tin j to  s o c ie ty 's  nom s because he  had never teen  
taught, about th e  i  by a  pa re n t. He s t i l l  te lie v e s  th is ,  
b u t i n  a  d if f e r e n t  way. Mw, a f te r  twenty years  i n  j a i l ,  
ami a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  in te n se  in tro spection  during h is  

-jrHflrmvait. and th r o i# i  h i s  w ritin g  h e , claims to  
understand why he waa a  v ic tim  o f  circumstance: no-cme 
had ever encouraged him in  any way, and he waa never given 
adequate opportun ity  t o  exp la in  h is  a c tic o s.

By  th e  tim e he. moved back to  lydenburg, Lessing had 
gone a s  f a r  a s  standard  4 car 5 a t  school, which meant th a t  
he  had a  f a i r l y  low le v e l  o f  l i t e ra c y , t o t  was l i t e r a t e  
and numerate enough to  f in d  a  job a s  an o f f ic e  to y  w ith an 
a tto rn ey . Ha was f a i r l y  good a t  h i s  job , b i t  e a r ly  on 
developed a  penchant f o r  te a  and cake frcm th e  com er 
ca fe , and f o r  good q u a lity ,  fashionable c lo th es . He 
bought on c re d i t  and borrowed frcm w ea lth ie r people in  the

A ll went w ell u n t i l  th a  end o f  th e  ncn th , when 
my deb ts  f e l l  due. I  w e d  mare than  seven 
patnds and my n e t t ,  in a n e  was fou r sh i l l in g s  and 
th reepence, f o r  I  had advances o f  a  sh il lin g  
he re  and a  s h i l l in g  th e re  fo r  th e  bioscope or 
c ig a re t te s .
( Ib id , page 29) .

Subsequently, L es s in g 's  fo rtunes d e terio ra te d  in  
a  way rem iniscent o f  a  f ic t i t i o u s ,  m alodram tic  screen 
scena rio . The a tto rn e y  d ie d  suddenly and Leasing was l e f t
jo b le ss , Ha was h ire d  by th e  p o s t o ffic e  a s  a  msssanger.
His wages had to  b e  d is tr ib u te d  among h is  c re d ito rs
and wanAM over t o  h is  s i s t e r ,  t o t  he those  to  pay only 
cne c re d ito r  in  f u l l ,  i b i s  man bmm diataly offered  him 
coze  c re d i t .  O thers were kind  enough to  l e t  him o f f  h is  
de b ts , and in  h is  r e l i e f ,  he rode away on th e  po st o ffice  
b ic y c le , c lad  i n  h is  m essenger's  uniftwn, tcverde h is



f a th e r 's  camp. His f a th e r 's  employees re a lis e d  th a t  he 
was n o t th e re  on legitim e* 9 p o s t o f f ic e  business, aftd
ycged him t c  re tu rn  t o  th e  town. Lessing pretended th a t 
he  was on h is  way to  th e  n e x t town w ith  messages f o r  th e  

p o s t o f f ic e  th e re .
When he  re turned , having been o ffe re d  a  l i f t  heme by 

e  p -H ra  sergeant in  th e  nex t town, he was a rre s ted  and 
to ld  th a t  he would be charged w ith  th e  th e f t  o f a  un ifom  
and a  b icy cle . Released a f t e r  spending some hours in  
a  c e l l ,  th e ' d is tra u g h t c h ild  went t o  seek help  fro a  th e  
dm dnee, who -pointed a  f in g e r  a t  me and sa id : 'YOung 
fellow , you a re  going t o  ^ o l l ' "  ( Ib id , page 32.)

to su rp r is in g ly , T'“ - <w' ' 9 resentment o f sud i

Lessing was n o t charged w ith  t h e f t ,  b u t he vas nov 
given  a  chance to  fo rg e t h i s  a c tio n . He Was teased  
m erc ile ssly  by v illa g e  d i i ld re n , who ta r re d  and feathered 
him and eventually  he was s e n t  by h is  f a th e r  to  an 
1tvw .tHb1 school near George in  th e  Cape, to e  person 

I h i s  admission to  th e  school was a  Mrs Van

ilESia l l  r e sp o n s ib ility  f o r  ma and declared

about th e  school I  was going to .
(Ib id , page 35)

I t  was n o t long be fo re  Lessing discovered th a t  th e  
was i n  f a c t  an in s t i tu t io n  opera ting  as a  school 

housing delinquents regarded a s  to o  young and n o t qu ite  
enough fo r  a  reform atory. Be clashed w ith th e  

frcm th e  ve ry  f i r s t  day, and was extremely
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a td  upon th e  food ju s t  a s  r a v a o u s ly . . Id le  
ay  fellow  v ictim s o f  oppressiczi, I  would e a t  to  
bu rsting  and grow f a t ,  y e t  always r i s e  hungry 
fy m  ta b le .  I t  was hunger o f  th e  so u l, bungee 
fo r  love , f o r  escape f ro a  monotony, fear s e c u r ity  
t h a t  we su ffe red  and we t r i e d  t o  a l le y  i t  fcy 
f t i u n g  our s ta iech a . Han does n o t  l iv e  by 
hmad alone. to e  t r u th  o f  th o se  words cates 
ham, t o  you in  c a p t iv i ty ,  i&en you f e e l  you a re  
dying o f  hunger i n  th e  m ids t o f  p le n ty .
( Ib id , page 41)

i t f a  view o f  i n s t i tu t io n  l i f e  was f i r s t  w ri tte n  when 
TaaiHnij was i n  p rison  -  where th e  same a p p lie s , to e  
analogy o f  tamed «nima]= i s  a  c m tr a s t  w ith  L es s in g 's  view 
t h a t  people i n  c a p tiv i ty  a re  l i k e  w ild  ani ma ls  i n  eagee$ 

w il l  run away a t  th e  f i r s t  oppor tu n ity .
In  January 1529, a f t e r  two y e a r s ,  le a s in g  was 

re le a s e !  frcm h is  sentence a t  th e  refom abary . (She 
tr a n s c r ip ts  of le s s in g 's  l a t e r  Supreme C ourt t r i a l s  l i s t  
a l l  h i s  previous convictions: th e  t h e f t  a t  George in  1927 
i s  a s  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e s e .)  Be was f i f te e n  years
o ld . It','would seen th a t  th e  sen tence  o f  two years  was so 
severe  because p r io r  t o  h is  adm ission t o  th e  in d u s tria l 
School h is  fa th e r  had signed th e  r e p o rt say ing  ‘S to ffe l i s  
tm m tip a t naughty." This waa c m s id e re d  evidence o f  h is  
HaHnqnM't. behaviour. to e  two y e a r  c onviction  was th e  
Awnai 0f  O ir is to f f e l  L e s s in g 's  c rim inal c a ree r.

TWetty years l a t e r ,  i n  February 1947, Lessing was 
TAliaweed frcm h is  p riso n  c e l l  f o r  th e  l a r t  t i r e ,  to e  
autobiography th a t  he was engaged i n  a t  th e  tim e (TO 
uvrf t e n :  describes i n  dep th  th e  anguish  o f  h is  l i f e  from 
1927 ""M l 2947. had f e l t  l i k e  a  caged animal -
f ru s tr w ^  and undem inei. I n  de fy ing  a u th o ri ty  and 

about h is  experiences and h i s  f e e lin g s , he  was 
t r y ing to  go bqend  th e  t o t s  and lodes th a t  kep t him 
a  physical p risoner, to  w ri tin g  about th e  conditions of 
ti ie  p rison , a s  w ell a s  th e  unhappy l i f e  ha  had had 
o u tsid e , to  was t ry in g  to  transcend  c a p tiv i ty  and in  acme 
way, construct a  freedom th a t  he cou ld  c o n tro l.



C hristcrffa l Leasing speaks o f  h is  l i f e  a s  i f  he i s  
t w m n j  a  s to ry . His w ritin g  i s  th a  sane: d e ta ile d , 
d e sc r ip tiv e , anecdotal and t r u e  to  i t s  own moral
philosophy.

Be Tttia’t-M in c id en ts  in  g re a t  d e t a i l ,  exp lain ing  and 
analysing  a s  h e  goes a long . T w aing i s ,  n o t su rp ris in g ly , 
c r i t i c a l  o f  tite  a jskau  vM di kep t him in  c a p t iv i ty  f a r  so 
long . %  has strong  views on th e  changes th a t  can be 
e ffe c te d  in  t i e  p riso n  system.

L essing 's  s to r y te l l in g  scde  i s  a c t  araisual auong
f    p r iso n e rs . M » t i s  um su a l i s  th a t  he wrote h is
d o ts  and published them. A fte r  se v e ra l in te rv iew s and 
in form al d iscussions w ith  farmer p r is a ie r s ,  i t  can be 
concluded th a t  s to ry te l l in g  i s  a  c o m m  fea tu re  o f  the  
c cn e essa tim  o f  scm s-tine p riso n e rs .

Ha# then  d id  C h r is to ffe l la s s in g  beg in  t o  w rite  h is  
s to r ie s ,  and

A fte r  h is  re le a s e  faan  tn e  zefon ra to ry  in  1929, 
L easing re tu rned  to  $$denhrtg w ith  h is  f a th e r .  He was 
unable to  f in d  & jc b , and bem n n a m ia r  t p  dsfats". Id 
Fo r th  frcm th e  Dunnecn he r e la te s  how one eiftamcon he 

• drove o f f  I n  h is  f a th e r ’s  c a r  and was accused o f  s t eal i ng 
i t .  .. As a  r e s u l t ,  h e  d@c3.dpd to  s t e a l  an o ld  c a r  and s e t  
o f f  f o r  Mozambique, towever, r e a l is in g  t h a t  he would no t 
g e t  away, Lessing tu rned  around a n i  v e n t bads heme.

O utside th e  town I  was n e t  by  th e  p o lic e  
se rgeant, \ito  a t te s te d  m .
Hsctt dey I 'aQ iea red  before  th e  m a g is tra te . ( . . . )
A few days l a t e r  I  a fpeared in  th e  dock lik e  
a  wxHided animal, lenging to  c x e ^  aesty in to  th e  
tu sh  and l ic k  my waonds. ( . . . )  "Zhat b o y 's  
a  good-for-nothing, * I  heeud cne w hisper. H e 's  
alvaya in  tro u b le ."  The p o lic e  produced ny 
reco td  o f  p revious conv ic ticn s. I  had been se n t 
t o  a  zefonra to ry  f o r  th e f t .  The m ag istra te  sa id  
I  had done a  wicked th in g  and sentenced me to  
four msnths in  p riso n .
(Ib id , page 60 -  61)

The s to ry  in  to what Peri wai i  i s  d if f e r e n t ,  and in  
f a c t  concurs mare accu ra te ly  w ith  th e  l i s t  o f  previous 
convictions i n  th e  records o f  th e  Supreme Court.



a  one m n th  suspanded s a ite n ce  foe  t h i s  t h e f t ,  because  he 
had back hcne. Be was t e c d b ly  asfaamsd o f  t h is
sen tence  a rd  U ved a s  a  herm it, b a t  w ana^d t o  f in d  a  job 
in  a  bu tchery . Ha had owed th e  shoEteeger £17, and when 
tb@ nan cgensl th e  botdhecy, he  o f  fared  le s s i a g th e  
o g p c rta n ity  o f  wozjang o f f  h i s  dstot. But Lesaing extended 

to  a l l  th e  cuBtcneea and was soon r o re  deeply in  
Afru- h im self . Be was d ischarged £ rm  eoploymsnt a t  th e  
sane  tim e a s  h is  f a th e r  was tr a n s fe rre d  te r n  Lydenburg.

LeBsing was se n t y e t  again  t o  l iv e  w ith  an asnfc {the 
6ane a u n t tRftt he had been, ses*  to  a f t e r  h i s  m other's 
d e a th ) , ar'S because he l ie d  to  h e r  afcdut h is  p a s t ,  he S e lt 

a m  ran  away. He bonrewed acney f m a  an Indian 
t r a d e r ,  by posing a s  a  roadre&EC, and l a t e r  ran  up deb ts 
t o  th e  value  o f  £7. f t ia i  co n fro n ta i b y  th e  t r a d e r ,  * o  
knew h e  w s  nb t a  roadnakec, la s s in g  w rote o u t a  cheque in  
pBymeit. This behaviour continued f o r  seveeal < % s, u n t i l  

»as appzsheidsd and d ia rgsd  w itii p assing  th ree  
dw ques. He n a s  sentssiced to  th re e  a cn th s '

i^anm nerrt-., and in  aeWiti.m th e  one n c n th 'a  suspeaaded

esatence  was bzou^it in to  e ff e c t .
A fte r  th is  sentence was passed In  Ifldenkurg, he spent 

fo u r  c o ith a  in  th e  t o r t ,  th e  o ld  Johannesburg p r iso n . He 
th a t  th a  t in e  had c a re  t o  u p l i f t  h im self end 

rW-ETTTHTvyi th a t  cn h is  re le a s e  h e  would f in d  a  jcto a s  
a  m ad  b u ild e r  and l iv e  an honest l i f e .

However, to ss in g  was a lread y  tragped  in  a  cycle  frcm 
w hich h e  was unable 6a esaaps.

On h is  re le a s e , h e  t ts tre lle d  t o  B aaierttsi, a lso  in  
th e  a a n sv a a l,  in  th e  hope o f  f ind ing  m e  o f  h is
hm t hf"-* th e re . He s t i l l  hqged to  f in d  a  jcb  en th e
roads. Etiaaaaseed about h is  r ecen t Melaase fzesi p rison ,
v * s i he discovered th a t  h i s  bcothae  was no lenger in  
B adserton, to ssin g  posed a s  a  w ealthy bjsjjisssnan  and 
signed fraudulen t cheques, h ir e d  caxa th a t  he waa unable
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de tec tivB  to  give  up h is  H ie  o f  c rin e  because
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A a r a l l ,  b i t  s ig n i f ic a n t  passage follow s about how an 
i  offender i n  th e  c e l l s  had a d ris ed  te as in g  to  ptoad

ism cy ana uiveau. a  "-~ -j  •

to  draw a ttte itie n  t o  tihia  in ju s t ic e .
( ib id , page 138)
M  a  s e s u l t ,  h e  was s e n t  t o  a  mental asylum io c  

Observation, and qscaped frcm  th e re .  He «es r s a a e s t e d  

w ith in  a  day and stood  t r i a l .
. L essing p ro fe sse s  ngrt t o  raeatfcer th isQ ic ls to t te i  IgBni nij fcu.uM.cs->— l a s  --------

a t  a l l  (to terv tow  J u ly  1987). m r ia j  ccncentoated 
C hiefly  on Forth  I  had nor. renenbered
t h i s  in c id en t ( i t  was described  so f ls e tin g ly )  u n t i l  I  

ccnsiilted a  oc^y o f  "ccnsrtlted a  cc^y o r  o w  out**-®”    ----------
i s  In trigu ing  and th e  r a n te r  o f  in c id en ts  c ite d  th e re in  
lee,# one to  understand why th e  judge v®s so  haxsh a s  to  

th e  indeterm inate sentience, 
te asin g  c laim s, . however, throughout b is  two a u to - , 

and in  o r a l  testim ony, th a t  he was fo rever 
in  s itu a tio n s  o f  ^ i A  b e  bad no understanding.

Be believes th a t  people  made h a s ty  ju d g a ia i ts  about him
w ithout hearing h is  exp lana tions. t t i s  i s  h is  fee lin g
about th e  judge who c a l le d  him a  sccundrel and declared
Mm an ha b itu a l c rim in a l. ( le s s in g  has read  th e  c cu r t 
reco rd , inc luding th e  judge’s  sp se A , and says th a t  a s  f a r  

ha rd ly  any Of i t  waa sa id  o u t loud i n  th e

■She issu e  o f  t r u th  i s  n o t i n  f a c t  im portant to  th i s  
argument. Of f a r  g re a te r  s ig n ific an c e  i s  th e  ie x  in  « h id i 

has c ra fte d  h is  t a l e  and th e  f a c t  th a t  he f i r s t  
w rote h is  autobiography in  p r i s m .  stoxy  o f  th e
inhe ritance  can be regard®* a s  « .e  o f  te s s in g 's  e a r ly  

a ttan p ts  a t  w ritin g  f ic t io n .
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f k ^ a i r i n g  passages. Hs succeeds i n  conveying th a t  he 
underwent no m ystica l s p i r i tu a l  diange, had no i l la s ie n s  
t h a t  God would help  Mm. 3 te te a l ,  he says

I  found i»  s a t i s f a c t im  in  p u ttin g  th e  blame m  
o th e rs . TO acknowledge t h a t  I  had pawned my 
so u l t o  h e l l  because o th e rs  had tr e a te d  me 
c ru e lly  o r  denied me love  was to  recognise my 
crai weataeaa and to  a cc ep t i t  a s  i f  th e re  was 
noth ing  I  could do about i t .
U n til  th a  e a r ly  hours 6 f  th e  nom iag  I  seardied . 
my so u l foe  th a t  xrealoiesa. In  t h i s  s e lf -  
exasdnaticn I  weighed, aasa rd in g  to  th e  l ig h t  
t h a t  vas gtven' u s ,  th e  good a g a in s t th e  bad in  " 
a e .  Bte r e s u l t  was t r a g i c  $ rany  shnrtcanings 
a n i  on ly  o ie  redeeming fe a tu re  -  an  unw illing­
ness  t o  id e n tify  myself w ith  my c m  c a ree r of 
delinquency.
S ie  judge had c a lle d  n e  a  scoundrel, and so 

1 i  was. But I  d id  n o t accep t th e  f a c t .  I  vaa 
n o t o a i ta i t  t o  remain a  scoundrel.
( ib id ,  page 88)

A t th is  p o in t o n e : wonders tiie th e r  a t  th e  time
to s s in g 's  (ntantim i i n  ;w ri tin g  a£ h is  egperiences was 
a  , m s ra lls tic  one, aimed a t  wemiHg pecple  about th e  pain 
o f  ing rieonm nt and th u s urg ing  th a n  t o  avoid a  l i f e  of

’ aawever, L es siiq  goes cm to  exp la in  th a t  a w e  he
decided to  t t y  and improve .h is  l o t  try study , h i s  s a i l  £ e l t  
e a s ie r .  Ite was a t  f i r s t  de tained  i n  iso la t io n , viiich was 
th e  f e te  o f  a l l  "blue-coats" o r  people w ith  irdeteon ina te  
s a tte n o ss . Many o f  th e  p r iso n e rs  s in p ly  accepted th e  
nonatcmy o f  t i e i r  ex is tences, le sa in g  refused  to  do so.
Ha w rites

Die r e s t r ic te d  space made my sou l sh rink  and my 
thoughts rebounded frcm  th e  w a lls  and h u r t  ma.
( Ib id , E»ge 83)

<p»wng sm e  kind o f  a c tio n , su d i a s  studying, and
la t e r ,  w ri tin g , was th u s a  k ind o f  escape from th e
r e a l i t y .  I t  was a la s  a  means o f  preven ting  H jb sou l frcm 
shrink ing .

During th is  pe rio d , however, Lessing re la te s  th a t  th e  
p riso n  was undergoing a  re ig n  o f  te r r o r .



g enata l Smuts had becane M in ister a t  ju s t ic e  and 
had appointed G aneral Beyeia d i ie c to r  of
P riscm V  They decided to  -enpty th e  g a o ls '.  
Stivers went oveaseaa t o  s tudy  g d s m  a y a ta s  
elses*Bte and re tu rned  w ith  ideas he had gleaned 
frcm a  s u p e rf ic ia l bode, 2&m C r l f k a l ,  b y ^ s i l  
B xepscn, ex-eupertntenderrtt o f  an EhgliBh 
p riso n . Hia p o lic y  waa

te g e  145)

Pmiahnegits th a t  were in f l ic te d  m  th e  ccmvicts 
t h i s  period  were lim e oppressive tim n ever. 5h^f 

ware n e t allowed to  t a l k  to  one ano ther escep t on 
Sundays, Haris was isc te ase d  i * U e : llcod ' ra tio n s
dim toiehed, new p riso n ers  could n o t w rite  o r  receive  

fo r  th e  f i r s t  s i x  iim tha  o f  t h e l t  seiiteaces and 
th e  leng th  of tim e spen t In  tB@ pa n M n en t c e l ls  wad 
e&taided. reneudB th a t  th e  r e s t r ic t io n  m  le t te c s
and v i s i t s  lisai d isa s tro u s  ccmsqueaices.i th e . p risoners 
l o s t  a l l  c o i ta c t  w ith  t h e i r  fam ilie s  arid frien d s , and on 
th e i r  could do . l i t t l e  e th to  than  re tu rn  t o  th e
p r i s m ,  « t e e  a t  l e a s t  th e y  had a  roo f over th e i r  heads

ag a in s t t h i s  background th a t  la ss in g  began 
a  .long s t a g e ' s  w ith  th e  p riso n  a u th o ri tie s  to  allow  him 
y e m lss jo n  to  iaprovs h is  l o t  i n  l i f e .  Ite began hy 

f o r  h im self t e e  dicttizaiyries and some exercise

to e  l ib ra r ia n  allow ed n s  to  ta k e  one English_and 
cue P’f’H Vawna bock in to  ny  c e l l ,  and frc m fiv e

a  gLamrer book, b u t could make nottdng ^ i t .  
to e re  was no one t o  he lp  me. p rison
te a c h e r 's  w r i t  was lim ite d  t o  th e  c o n tro l o f th e  
n iir a ry . n evertheless I  gained rap id ly  in  
knowledge and ?™e—  " **“ ’* T ” 9S

(Ib id , page 88)

Thus begm  th a  remarkable academic  and l i t e rar y 
c a ree r  o f  C h r is to ffe l Lessing, t e  claim s to  have been th e  
£ i » t  convict t o  s i t  f o r  a  p o b lic  e e m in a t ia i .28 iSie



S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  was n o t  ke en  t o  a l lo w  him  to  
d o  s o ,  b u t  a f t e r  much p l e a d in g ,  a n d  p e t i t i o n i n g ,  th r o u g h ­
o u t  t h e  p e r io d  o f  i n t e n s e  t i g h t e n i n g  up  w i th in  t h e  p r i s o n ,  
L e s s in g  won h i s  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  f o r  h i s  m e t r ic  exam.

He w r o t e ' i t  i n  tw o s t a g e s :  f o u r  s u b je c t s  a t  t h e  end
o f  1936 a n d  th e  r e m a in in g  th r e e  i n  Ju n e  1937. He p a s se d
w i th  one  A and  th r e e  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  ( L e s s i n g 's  m e tr ic  
c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  ap p en d e d .}  P r i o r  t o  w r i t i n g  h i s  m a t r io ,  
L e a s in g  h a d  a l s o  c o m p le ted  a c o rre s p o n d e n c e  c o u rs e  in
jo u r n a l i s m .  He d id  n o t  w r i t e  a n y th in g  w o rth y  o f
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  t im e  h e  had done
a n y th in g  o f  t h e  k in d  a n d  c o m p le te d  a  c o u rs e .  As
a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  r e s u l t s  

My s u c c e s s  won me a  f r e e  c o u rs e  f o r  t h e  BA 
A iie g re e . The S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  p a id  my f e e s  and
• p e o p le  who w ere  unknown t o  me s e n t  me money to  

nelp>m e w ith  my s t u d i e s .
( I b i d ,  page  92)

i n  To W hat Red H e l l  L e s s in g  r e v e a l s
B e ca u se  i  was a  p ro b lem  t o  m y s e l f ,  I  to o k  
p sy c h o lo g y  "as one  o f  My m a jo r  s u b j e c t s  f o r  th e
d e g re e .  The o t h e r  was s o c io lo g y ,  w h ich  I hoped
Wt»iild h e lp  me f in d  my p la c e  i n  t h e  com m unity .

L e s s in g  e x p la in s  how d i f f i c u l t  h i s  s t u d i e s  w e re , b o th  
'b e ca u se  su c h  ways o f  th in k i n g  and  a rg u in g  w ere  s t r a n g e  and 
new t o  him  and  b e c a u se  s tu d y in g  w i th in  t h e  w a l l s  o f  
a  p r i s o n  i s  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t .  N o n e th e le s s ,  h e  c o m p le ted  h is  
m a jo r  c o u rs e  and  th r e e  o t h e r s ,  b u t  i n  1940 , he l e f t  h i s  
f i r s t  i n d e te r m in a te  s e n te n c e  w ith o u t, c o m p le t in g  th e  
d e g re e .  By th e n

My s o u l  was s i c k  and  e x h a u s te d  from  th e  s t r u g g le  
w i th in  me. I  c o u ld  n o t  f a c e  a n o th e r  b ook , n o t 
ev en  a  n o v e l .
(F o r th  from  th e  D ungeon, p ag e  93)

"The s t r u g g le  w i th in  him" i f  a  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h is  
enorm ous . f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  b e in g  d e n ie d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
h i s  no rm al s e x u a l i t y .  L e s s in g  had  n e v e r  h a d  t h e  tim e  in



th e  world to  devalep re la tia n ah lp a  w ith  wonen, and

was deeply troub led  fcy t h i s .  Ha w rite s
I  4 - ™ ^  th e  unna tu ra l p ra c tic e s  t o  viiich seme 
w n  reeo rted  in  p r i s m  and d s l i te z a t a ly  ahumed 
th e  coroany o f  a y  fa llow  c o n v ic ts . ( . . . )  
a jb lim a tim  through studying heippii h i t  i t  could 
n o t subdue th e  un ru ly  passiens o f  a  maturing 
san , ( . . . )  I  became s ic k ly  and eueo -ero tic .

V te i1 I  l e f t  th e  yao l I  was f u l l  o f  hope and 
se lf-confidence, a lthough deep in  ny  h e a r t 
I  J a w  i  was no t equal t o  w f  am bitions.
( Ib id , page 93)

tM o rtu n a ta ly , L easii^  vaa co rrec t?  he vaa no t a t  
a l l  eqnnl t o  h ia  am bitions. He v es z e le a se i and aaneged 
t o  f in d  m p L q m i t  running a  book to a in esa  i n  Witback. HB 
met a  o f  w tm  he  waa ve ry  £” d , b u t  waa disaEpototed 
« h a i he r f a th e r  forbade him to  see  h e r .  The job  th a t  he 
had d id  n o t r e a l ly  su l.t him v e ry  w e ll, and he app lied  
e ven tua lly  t o  th e  toada  Department f o r  employment i n  th e  
B astion Transvaal, t i e  a rea  in  which h e  had grown up and 

had been th e  ha ppiest.
ta ri le  a t  th e  Johannesburg s ta t io n ,  m a lt in g  th e  t r a in  

t h a t  waa to  ta k e  him to  I fe lsp ru it, le a s in g  n e t  a  woron d w  
was despera te ly  i n  need o f  h e lp . She vas f iv e  morths 
pr^jnArrt-., 'and to n e les s . Her name vas D olly. The s to ry  of 
t e a s in g 's  involvement w ith  D olly r eads  l ik e  a  work of 

b a t  i s ,  according to  Lesaing, ab so lu te ly  tru e . 
Bie e f fe c ts  she  had m  h is  l i f e  s e re  f e l t  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  
h i s  from h is  second indeterm inate  sentence and
eorewhat beyond? she  was regarded fcy many a s  h is  w ife, 
and pecple t r ie d  i n  l i . t e r  years  t o  ha rass  him and h is  
jam«inn  w ife  an account o f  Dolly. S ia  was ve ry  in sn r ta n t 
i n  h ia  s to ry , because had h e  n o t t r i e d  t o  help  h e r, he 

have managed to  make a  success o f  h is  l i f e  i n  1940 
and would have avoided re tu rn in g  to  j a i l  fear h is

indeterm inate sentence. (Had be n e t retu rned  f o r  
th e  second sentence, however, i t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t  la ss in g  
w juld ever la v e  w ri tte n  so p w l i f ie a l l y .  indeed, he nay



never have ctoaen to  w ri te  o f  h ia  experiences, s i i x a t e  
was U ie d  o f  study  and c cn tenpU tion  a t  th e  time o f  h is  

r e le ase  i n  1940 [qooted abswe] •)
T faainp fe s tx ib e s  M s meeting w ith  EoU y aa £oUo«bi

d is tre s s I
(Ib id , page 97)

D olly to M  Leastog th a t  she  «as $asgnant aa a  r e s u l t  
o f  an w ith  a  m arried  man. She had l e f t  hone in

i n  foar condition should b e  trea te d  
( a d d ,  jage  97)

Hot th ink ing  a t  a l l  o f  h ia  own i  
s tan ces, le asin g  o ffe re d  t o  h e lp  t o l l y .  ■ f e b a s i a l l y  
TT^mf th a t  he would he lp  h e r  t o  g e t  bam  and e ^ l a in  h e r  ■ 
s i t u a t i m  to  5ier p a re n ts . Efcwaver, th a  yearn t i l  p rison  
had n o t d s *  anything t o  h is . n a iv e te . to ss in g  wm  

t . /a t  D o lly 's  f ia t ie r  osu ld  have assumed th a t  he  
vaa th e  fntiw r  o f  h e r  m te m ,d h ild , ' e sp ec ia l ly  a f t e r  he 
e to la in e i  th a t  he h a i  been in  p r iso n  f o r  th e  p a r t  seven 
years. Be was e ron n o te  su rp rised  when, a f t e r  he h #  baen 
a  fe »  days in  tte ls p ru i t ,  DoUy a rr iv e d  a t  h i s  tfcarding 
h a ise  and roved i n  w ith  him, claim ing t o  be h i /  ,* lfe l toe  
s u rp rise  turned to  h o rro r  when h e  re a l is e d  th a t  h e  w u ld  
have to  pay double th e  o r i # i a l  r e n ta l  f o r  th is  
•p r iv ile g e - , and would overspend h is  mantW.y sa laxy  by t i e

i * -  2 "

n o t tru e .
( Ib id , page 99)



IBanwhUe, L easing 's  f isaneea  were a lreedy  in  
sonerfiat o f  a  b ^ e le s s  s ta t e .  Before tr a v e llin g  to  
t te lsp ru it,  he had t r i e d  to  ensure th a t  Dolly ves provided 
fior, ard. had overdrawn on h is  nearly ©gened bank account, 

h e  had w ri tte n  to  th e  manager requesting  tim e to  
•gey. Shea he a rr iv e d  in  H elspcu it h e  was broke, b i t  hoped 
to  surv ive  once he began w riting* I t  so m  became a£$armtt 
t h a t  t h i s  was no t t o  hasten .

to e  UO I  «as t o  g e t a t  th e  end o f  th e  rroath 
ym irf n o t cover c a t  boazd. A l e t t e r  f ra n  th e  
bank deeanded inmSdiflte pajBent of £8 . Msan- 
, * i l e  I  h r i  boi±owsd a  fu r th e r  E8 f ra n  a  lo c a l 
a tto rn ey  to  pay what I  s t i l l  psed f o r  “ T

,■ ^ t o ^ r ^ i  iri -P re to ria  who Was w l l -

Mb  t ‘* toi teem in  g a o l. ■>
. ( Ib id r .p g e  99) ^

W ithin ^a  few days, L e s s o r  t r i e d  t o  g e t a  loan from 
tb a  bank i n ' H elsp riiit, a lth c u ^ i h e  rea lise d , th a t  a t  th e  
e rd  o£ th e  a^nth h e  w *ad  hav6 .to  repay  a l l  h is  didrts.

than  on i t  was a  q a se tien  o f  t i n e  b e fo re  he was se n t 
frai-if t o  p rison  i t f  a  second indata m to a te  eentanoa.

T̂ r g  w rite s  th a t  he  r e a l is e d  w ith  a  sick, fee lin g  
again  cn th e  road, to  p riso n . Ife knev

th a t  he. would secye &  ------------------------
i f  h i s  was minimal. For t h i s  reason , h e  r e la te s  how 
h e  aid. O ally were w e lt provided f o r  f o r  th e i r  f lig h t-S r ta t1 

The Supra®  C ourt record  o f  le s s in g 's  
(once he was ^p rd ien d ed ) o u tlin es  th e  r is k s  he  took to  
e isu re  th a t  M s re tu rn  t o  p r iso n  was a t  le a s t ,  in  h is  
te rn s ,  ju s t i f ie d . He cafihed cheques, bought c lo th ing  fo r  
D o lly 's  unborn c h ild , and overdrew on h is  bank account. 8a 
+-r4cA a s  y e l l  to  ensure  t h a t  h a  m o a to e i f r e e  u n t i l  Dally 
was accamodated in  a  nursing  hone f o r  th e  b i r th  o f  h e r 
baby. The e n tir e  s to ry  reads l ik e  a  fan tasy , b i t  leasing

;»y



p r o c la im s  i t s  t r u t h  and  c o n t in u e s  t o  t e l l  i t  f l a w le s s ly ,  
w i th o u t  a d d in g  o r  o m i t t in g  a n y  p a r t  o f  i t .

By th e  tim e  L e s s in g  was b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l  i n  N e l s p r u i t  
i n  1941 , h e  was c h a rg e d  o n  f o u r  c o u n ts  o f  p a s s in g  
f r a u d u le n t  c h e q u e s , p r e te n d in g  t o  be a  man o f  g r e a t e r  
m eans th a n  he  w as , a n d  o f  tw ic e  e s c a p in g  from  c u s to d y ,  in  
p a s s in g  s e n te n c e ,  t h e  ju d g e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  u n d e rs to o d  th e  
g r e a t  d e s i r e  t o  b e  f r e e  a n d , s e e in g  t h a t  L e s s in g  had 
a d m i t te d  t o  e s c a p in g  from  c u s to d y ,  h e  w ou ld  b e  l e n i e n t  on 
t h a t  c o u n t .  N o n e th e le s s  i t  s t i l l  c o u n te d  f o r  one  y e a r  o f  
t h e  s e n te n c e .  The f o u r  c o u n ts  o f  s ig n i n g  c h e q u e s  w hich in  
f a c t  h a d  l i t t l e  f i n a n c i a l  v a lu e  show t o  w hat e x t e n t  
L e s s in g 's  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  D o lly  c a u s e d  him t o  behave  
r a s h l y  and  s t u p i d l y ,  e n s u r in g  t h a t  he was c a u g h t .

L e s s in g 's  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  tim e  s p e n t  w i th  D o lly  
a n d  th e  e n s u in g  p a n ic  w hen h e  t r i e d  .to  r u n  away from  w hat 
he  had  d o n e , a r e  p r e s e n te d  in  v e ry  £ew p a g e s  o f  h i s  
a u to b io g r a p h y .  T h ere  a r e  tw o r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s .  The f i r s t ,  
w h ic h  I s  t h e  one L e s s in g  h im s e l f  w ou ld  p r o b a b ly  g iv e ,  i s  
t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  was no lo n g e r  im p o r ta n t  t o  h i s  s t o r y ,  and 
h e  w as d e a l in g  w ith  i t  i n  p a s s in g  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  g e t  t o  
a  m ore  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  " The o th e r  r e a s o n , 
w h ich  i s  arore o f  a  l i t e r a r y  o n e , i s  t h e  way L e s s in g  had  
l e a r n t  t o  c o n se rv e  h i s  w ords t o  b u i l d  up  a  b r e a th l e s s n e s s  
a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  b l i n d  p a n ic  h e  was i n .  T h is  k in d  o f  
s t y l e  seem s v e ry  much in  k e e p in g  w i th  t h e  way L e s s in g  
d e s c r ib e s  h i s  f e e l i n g s  a t  t h e  t im e .

He c a p tu r e s ,  i n  h i s  h a s t e  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y ,  th e  
a n x i e t y  and  f e a r  t h a t  h e  was f e e l i n g  a t  h i s  r e c k l e s s n e s s ,  
w h ic h  was bound  t o  r e t u r n  him  t o  p r i s o n .

In  F o r th  from  th e  Dungeon th e  p e r io d  from  th e  tim e  he  
b e g an  t o  " p ro v id e  f o r "  D o lly  u n t i l  th e  tim e  o f  h i s  c a p tu r e  
i s  d e a l t  w i th  i n  tw o p a g e s .  I n  t h e s e  tw o p a g es  he  
d e s c r ib e s  th e  v a r io u s  f r a u d s  h e  co m m itted  and  t h e i r  
d e p a r tu r e  from  N e l s p r u i t  on  t h e  e v e n in g  t r a i n .  He t e l l s  
how h e  l e f t  D o lly  a t  h e r  p a r e n t s  and  w en t t o  N a ta l  t o  f in d



th a t  ! » ■ .  to  M y - t t h .  She f o l l n s i  h l»  H m »  ««1 
« h « i =M could n o t £l«d  W « *0 « n t  »  « •  s o i l *  t e

handcuffs ve re  m  ny  w ris ts .
( Ib id , pege 101)

I t  I s  n o t r a t e  c le a t .  I n  t i t h e c . t e x t ,  t o  \4 ia t e x ten t 
D olly  knew o f  th e  fraud  Lesaing was cm m ittlng  ear W a t h e r  

own Imrdlveoent In  i t  t a s .
S ho rtly  th e re a f te r .  Leasing escaped f ra n  th e  po lic e  

e sc o r t a t  th e  ' G eadsbm  railw ay  s ta t io n  and t&en cau$&  
y e t  again , ,msde a  and escaped £sxA th e  j a i l  in  
H alap ru it. . Yeszs la te r -h e  describes, th e  vag  he  made th e  
ksw and haw he escs^ed f e r n  th e  p r iso n , ®>e i s  
i t s e l f -  o t h e r  in te r e s t in g ,29 b u t a t  t h i s  p a in t i t  w in  

t o  say th a t  Leasing w s  »  u t t e r ly  to w d  and 
ly .  t i e  neaninglessness o f  th e  p riso n  th a t  be 

had  t o .  c re a te  soeeth iag  i n  order t o  g e t  c u t  o f  i t .  to  
a  s e is e  th e  key th a t  h e  managed to  manufacture o n  be sa id  
t o  b e  ccsearab le  t o  th e  weeds he vnnte  l a t e r  a s  ano ther 
form ' o f  escape f ra n  th e  f ru s t ra t io n  and boredom o f  
c o s t a # ,  a d e e d  Ot to a a in g 'a  ease , a s  w ell a s  i n  th e  cases 
o f  many o f  th e  w ri te r s  d iscussed  I n  t h i s  study , w ritin g  
forms a  netaphor f o r  th e  esexea th a t  th e y  a l l  wished they  
could achieve. , m  L es sin g 's  case , b e  managed bo th  th e  

Hve^ .1  a rd  th e  l i t e r a r y  e s c ^ e .
t o  a lre a d y ' nd n tim ed , i n  t h i s  l a s t  case  th e  a c tu a l 

years t o  vM ch Lesaing was sentenced was 
i r r e le v a n t,  f o r  i t  a u ta n a tic a lly  invoted th e  in d e tsan taa te  
sentence f o r  which h e  waa s t m  urtte r  p a ro le . •Q« jwige

xeguired to  serve  a  ndnimin o f  e ig h t.





"Bie f e a r  o f  in s a n l^ ,  and indeed th e  ac tua l 
occurrence o f  such traum a, i s  po rtrayed  a ia c s t  w it tm t 
exception  by w ri te r s  who deacsibe  t h e i r  ie p d a o is e a t.  
In san ity , madness, t r a m a ,  and au ia td a  a t ta r g ts  a re  p a r t  
o f  th e  v a s t  s to re s  o f  srooticsial rese rv es t*iioh people In  
p risons axe f orced to  draw upon in  o rd e r  to  surv ive  th e i r  
abncznal e sdstencas. (These themes w i l l  r e c u r  to  a l l  
fu r th e r  d iscussions.)

Xrt L essing 's case , h i s  " Insan ity"  tc d c  th e  term of 
anorex ia, nervosa, an i l l n e s s  Mhich tc d ay  i s  knoan as one 
viiich  a ffe c ts  n a ln ly  a d o le s c ^ t  g i r l s  w ith  p a r tic u la r  
fam ily  dynamics and a  sp e c if ic  ca tia in a tim  o f  pecsonality

When he vas diagnosed a s  a ncrae ic , ve ry  few pecple 
knew about th e  i l l n e s s ,  and i t  waa c e r ta in ly  n o t known as 
th e  "sU m ters ' d isease"  a s  i t  i s  today. Ba was simply 
to ld ,  and agreed w ith  th e  d ia g n o sis , th a t  he was losing  
such em ntcus q u a n ti t ie s  o f  v rei^ it because lie vas men tal ly  
d ia tx e s s e d .^  tiie  causes o f  h is  severe  m ental d is t re s s  
were never {adequately examined o r  tr e a te d , altiim gh 
L essing 's  a m  in te r e s t  i n  and knowledge of psydiology was 
h e lp fu l t o  him in  overcardng sndh o f  th e  anx ie ty  and th e  
dspression .

t o  knew th a t  in  o rd e r  t o  s ta v e  o f f  madness,  he had to  
keep h im self busy. Sudi a  ta s k  i s  n o t  easy  In  a  p rison , 
where boredom and f ru s t ra tio n 'o c c u r  n o t on ly  a f t e r  lock up 
tim e , bu t throughout th e  meaningless ta sk s  p risoners  have 
to  g e rfo m . (At t h i s  p o in t, le a s in g  was veddng  in  th e  
stems y a rd .)

Bosnian describes th e  way h e  used to  crawl around on 
h is  hands aixl knees i n  o rd e r  t o  pass th e  t in e  v*en he was 
" fee ling  insane* , and how he b l e a t e d  a  t r a n s fe r  to  th e  
s tone  yard  because th e re  h e  could f i l l  h is  tim e w ith  hard 
physica l labour.

Lessing f e l t  raich th e  same way. Ba had to  work. B it 
a f t e r  severa l manths



I  had become en a u tm e tc n . I  wori«d Bechanically 
ami, l ik e  a  w eU .-tralned ox, w ithout exercise  o£ 
w il l .  T ib % r  between m yself and a y  conacisnoe 
was a t  i t s  c r i s i s  and I  waa b a re ly  conscious of 
ny  e a r th ly  ex istence ..
(Ib id , page .104)

He requested t h a t  h e  b e  placed in  s o l i ta r y  
coafinaasn t end be allow ed to  sew mailbags aa  a  form of 
s e l f - in f l ic te d  punishment a s  w e ll as  aa  c g p arsm ity  f o r  
In trospection .

Bm ediataly a f t e r  t h i s  d e sc r ip tio c  o f  h im self, 
Leesing lapses eoce again  in to  c lich fi a rd  descr ibe s  th e  
bfejirmirfga of h is  s p i r i tu a l  awakening.

I  quote a t  leng th  t o  convey th e  e c te n t o f  th e  
son tiln m ta lity  a s  w ell a s  i t s  inportance  to  th e  s ty le  th a t  
L eaaliq  was to  develop a s  he continued to  w ri te .

Bien in  August th e  winds came and th e  p lan ts  
awoke f ra n  t h e i r  w in te r s le e p . An echo o f  the  
sfcirziags o f  n a tu re  sounded wLthia me. The winds 
o f  mf s p i r i t  moved, and th e  w ithered, dying 
tfee a  in. ray a r id  so u l quivered  . and gzomed.
Every go st o f  tdjid  tugged a t  th e i r  ro o ts , 
loosening then  f ra n  th e  g r ip  o f  th e  w intry 
e a r th . Bie e a r th  i t s e l f ,  a  faded idealism , la y  
ready fear th e  im rie h m sn t o f  th e  f i r s t  spring

Butt X d id  n o t understand th e  purpose o f  those 
stom a in '- ny s p i r i t .  L ike a  drcw iing isian in  
a  stormy sea  I  thought: " I t  i s  th g  end.
I  perish!"
( a i d ,  page 104)

fflu rtiy  a f t e r  t h i s ,  Lessing began to  have mano r le s  o t  
th e  Reverend Creelje, th e  man. wrsa had tauc^it him about God 
when he mss s m i t in g  t r i a l  Jn  Bustesiburg p riso n , and who 
had in f lu e n tia l i n  encouraging Lessing to  study,
le as in g  te lievB d t h a t  th e  s p i r i tu a l  s tre n g th  vAiich Geonje 
had in s t i l le d  In  him waa f ra g i le  t u t  had no t y e t 
disappeared. Sb  wanted to  teawaken i t  i s  same nay, t u t  he 
was l o s t  a s  to  how. He d escribes th e  period a s  one in  
which he was w aiting  fe e  a  m nanttxis aelS-discovezy  to  
occur. a  o rder t o  w a it peacefu lly , he had requested



The c r u c i a l  moment came a t  C h r is tm a s  tim e  1941, 
a p p ro x im a te ly  one  and  a  h a l f  y e a r s  a f t e r  h e  had  r e tu r n e d  
t o  p r i s o n .  L e s a in g  had  s p e n t  e v e r y  C h r is tm a s  s in c e  he waa
f i f t e e n  i n  e i t h e r  a  p r i s o i )  c e l l  o r  soma o th e r  p la c e  o f
c o n f in e m e n t .  C h r is tm a s  f o r  L e s s in g  w as n o t  a  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  
i t  waa th e  tim e  w hen h e  f e l t , ,  m ost n e g le c te d  and  u n lo v e d , 
f o r  h e  n e v e r  had  any  v i s i t o r s  o r  r e c e iv e d  g i f t s .  T hat
p a r t i c u l a r  C h r is tm a s , h e  f e l t  f o r g o t t e n ,  h a rd  done by  and 
u t t e r l y  m is e r a b le .

In  a  le n g th y  p a ssa g e  i n  F o r th  fcrom th e  D ungeon, he 
s e t a  t h e  sc e n e  f o r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  tu g n  h ia  l i f e  was t o  
t a k e .  The p a s sa g e  r e f l e c t s  b o th  h ia  a n g u is h  and  h ia  
e x c i te m e n t  a t  h i s  renew ed  s p i r i t u a l  s t r e n g t h .  L e s s in g
d e a c r ib e a  t h e  a l i e n e e  o f  t h e  p r i a o n  a n d  th e  d i s t a n t  sounds 
o f  t l i p  c i t y  be yo n d  th e  t f s l lS .  He h e a r d  t h e  c a r o l - e i n g e r s  
o u ts id e ;  t h e  p r i s o n  g a t e s , and  r e a l i s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e
in  h i e  l i f e  t h a t ,  f o r  a  b e l i e v e r ,  C h r is tm a s  had  a v e ry
s p e c i a l  ijvsssage .

He '.c o n tin u e d  h i s  i n t r o s p e c t i o n  and  f e l t  aa  i£  he 
u n d e rw en t a  s p i r i t u a l  r e b i r t h ;  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  was i n  
some way r e l e a s e d  from  th e  t r a p  h e  h a d  b e e n  c a u g h t  i n .  ;v

1 k n e l t  on my m a t a n d "th a n k e d  C h r i s t  f o r  H is
lo v e  W d  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t  w i th in  me w h ic h  c o u ld  
b r e a k  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  d i e .  I  be g g ed  Him t o  ta k e  
o v e r  t)he d i r e c t i o n  o f  my l i f e .  The p r a y e r  
b ro u g h t  t h e  c o n V ic t io n  t h a t  He w as a l r e a d y  d o in g  
a o . The w a l l s  w ere  s t i l l  a ro u n d  me b u t  I  was ; 
f r e e  . .  f r e e  i n  a  p r ia o n  c e l l  I 
( I b i d ,  p ag e  107:)

D av id  G o ld b la t t  w r i te a  o f  L e s s in g 's  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t
. . .  a l th o u g h  p i v o t a l  t o  h i a  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e lo p ­

m ent , L e a s in g  ha rd -ly  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  e v e n t  a g a in  
a n d  m akes no a t te m p t  a t  p r e a c h in g  b o rn  a g a in  
C h r i s t i a n  p r e c e p t s . However h e  had  changed  
p ro fo u n d ly .
(op  c i t ,  p ag e  17)

L e s s in g  w an ted  t o  a h a r e  h i s  new found  s t r e n g t h  w ith  
som ebody, b u t  knew t h a t  h e  w ould b e  m ocked a n d  s c o rn e d  by 
th e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  i f  h e  sp o k e  a b o u t  h i s  f a i t h  and  q u o te d  
from  th e  te a ta m e n ta  a s  h e  had  done o n c e  b e f o r e .  (The l a a t



tim e had re su l ted  in  h is  removal frcm  th e  p r i s m  to  th e  
p r io ry  fcem which he escaped, on ly  t o  receive  an 
in d e tee n lm te  sa ite n ce .)

InsteaU I  wrote an a r t i c l e  a r t i t l e d  "Chriataaa 
n ig h t i n  a  p rison  c a l l " .  I  aacfe m  a t te ip e  to  
g a t i t  published, f o r  I  knew i t  was a g a in s t th e

Tfiua began tfia t e i t i n g  oazeer o f  p r is c n a r  Q u d s to ffa l 
Lesaing. 'Chzlstinas n l ^ t t  i n  a  p r iso n  c e ll"  yas no t 
published then , b i t  an a r t i c l e  c tescriM nj M s new 
discovery  o f  h iflee lf  t a a  published  i n  th e  magazine 
B a isga ico t. a s  p a r t  o f  a  s e r ie s  on "v*at l i f e  had taught". 
In  order t o  bypass p t i s a i  cm so rsh ip , h i s  a r t i c l e  took the  
f o ra  o f  a  l e t t e r  t o  th e  e d i to r .  He vea w ri tin g  openly and 
under h ia  asm name. to e  a r t i c l e  was 'An
Opportunity to  Serve -  By a  Convict’' . The prison  
a u th o ri tie s  seared to  ta k e  favourably t o  th e  a c t iv i ty  o f 
w ri tin g , jiid  even supplied him w ith  s ta tio n e ry .

to e  Governor tode  a  n e f  I n te r e s t  i n  me. Every 
day tohea h ia  rouoda o f  in sp e ctio n  brought Mm to  
o u r o ffic e  ha m i l d  exchange a  few words w ith  kb 
and tifik how inf w ri tin g  was g e ttin g  on. Sometimes 
he  se n t m  w ri tin g  paper. I t  vaa w artim e a n i 
paper waa a la e s t  unobtainable.
(IM d, page 109)-

te a s in g  describes th e  way he w ent about pursu ing  h is  new 
"career" .

I  could n e t a ffo rd  t o  buy any [paper] ,  and when 
I  go t a  p resen t o f  a  few e x e rc is e  books I  used 
each m e  th ree  tim es over f o r  .roucfc work -  f i r s t  
in  p e n c il, th an  in  in k  and f in a l ly  i n  re d  ink 
w ith  th e  book tu rned  sidew ays. Stinetimaa Hr Qroc 
m i l d  read  some o f  a y  l i t e ra r y  e f f o r t s  and w rite  
h is  ccmnants in  th e  margin.
(Ib id , page 109)

Lessing h s i  been a  stu d e n t o f  psytiiolcgy tdien he 
stu d ied  fe e  h ia  BA and was keen t o  con tinue  w ith th is  
f i e l d  o f  study. The a u th o r i tie s  refu sed  M a  pem iaaicn  to  
do eo, sayiitfl th a t  he had abused t h i s  p riv ileg e



h l m W " — T '

'  I n  C0

( S d T k » m

w uem aB no t on ly  ex
m d c  m  th e  drea ra  o£ th e
him pdtflish »a acriR a s  $ 
a n i  c re a tiv e  m a te ria l, a



and gleaned m a teria l f ra n  amongst th e  .dream s. O M  
a a t e r i a l  was BMbliahed in  a  v s d s t y  o f  Hegarinea under th a

maonpa nnMiiirtni' ou*»—
« U l « »  - u m g e d  M i t o g  e> « d . «  M i B U i- 

b io g ra^ iy . m  M s bode. [E tilla l L ivea],
B U lm a ™ » » a  tor «a« o£ >=itl«g o> = !$ «
I n  th a  took  l a  th e  to m  o f  an a u te b io g r W -

9 m  autctoiographtcal p ie ce  by  B astiaan  S to a is s , 
t i t l e d  '" to in tig  ja a r  i n  d ie  trad e * , was th a  f i r s t  r e a l ly

leng thy  p iece  o r  w nuw y   •
can  be. <va Mfl f i r s t  published. {"todntig
la a r  i n  d ie  te a ik 1' t e l l s  th e  s to ry  o f  Is .w in g 's  yM th  in  
ffludi th e  sane w y  a s  he to ld  i t  l a t a :  «hen h e  m o te  E SStl 

t e f e  t h s  Curioeiim and Ped.,P ^ U - )
t o l l e e e  wMail. h ia  own c a a o a lti  cm le as in g  in  th e  

bode and i n c l u d e d . ^  o£ th e  s tu d ies  le asing .had  made of 
th e  dreams, He described  lesslm g a s  " th e  g i f t s l  jg e n W e )  
m n W D t o o - s n t o e a i x M t t h e s c u l e f t h e  c rto in a l than  

anyone e ls e  i n  South A fr ic a , and perhaps th a  w arid . 

f Forth  t e n  th e  M igaS l, p a ^  U-1) , .
>.er sens months, Lassing cantinued w ritin g  (he 

d o e sn 't  reveal ex ac tly  j ^ g t  h e  vas w ri tin g  a t  t h i s  s ta g e , 
but a o s t  oS i t -  was prcbaW.y about th e  d a w s ,  and l i f e  
h is to r ie s  o f  o th e r  p riaa n era , u n t i l  h a  began w ri-tiiy  

'Mena d a ,  PM  H rtU  se riau a ly ).
O ccasionally , a r t i c le s  e£ h ia ,  under th e  nams B a s tio n  
S tra u ss , wera published iiu ra g az iae a . The .a rtio le s  w w  
Increasing ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  p riso n  system, and th e  
a u th o ri tie s  w r e  becendng le s s  p leased . A t th e  e a ^  t i n s ,  

•W tllsw se 's bode: was published , and i t  to o  contained 
a  m o to r  o f  o i tL c im s  o f  th e  p r iso n . M  a  r a s u l t ,  

vas access t o  le a s in g  and h is  l e t te r s  anti

v i s i t s  stopped. t_ _ #

th e  r e a l  id e n tity  o f  B astiaan  S tra as s , who continued to  
p .K nah  a r t i c le s ,  although, by  then  h® had to  snuggla th a t



o u t .  T hose  who s u s p e c t e d  L e s s in g  w ould  n o t  a c c u s e  him 
o p e n ly  o f  b r e a k in g  th e  r u l e s ,  u n t i l  o n e  a r t i c l e  a p p e a re d  
w h ic h  I n c e n s e d  them . I t  d e a l t  w i th  th e  i s s u e  o f  e x e c u t io n  
a n d  t o l d  o f  t h r e e  b la c k  p r i s o n e r s  who w ere  t o  b e  e x e c u te d  
d u r in g  th e  C h r is tm a s  s e a s o n .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  
( " K e rs f e e s  i n  d i e  sk a d u  v a n  d i e  g a lg "  -  H u is a a n o o t , 3,945) 
L e s s in g  was c a l l e d  f o r  q u e s t io n in g .

T h e re  was t h i s  one  w a rd e r  whom J had e n c o u ra g e d  
t o  s tu d y  f o r  h i s  m a t r i c .  And h e  w as t h e  o n e  who 
h a d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a u th o r s h ip  o f  t h a t
a r t i c l e .  And h e  s a y s  " I  know you  w ro te  I t
L e s s in g .  I t ' s  y o u r  s t y l e . "  And I  r e p l i e d  t h a t
I  d i d n ' t  know I  had  o n e .
( I n t e r v i e w ,  O c to b e r  1966)

Soon a f t e r  t h a t /  L e s s in g  was a llo w e d  t o  c o n t in u e 1 w ith  
h i s  w r i t i n g  p r o v id e d  t h a t  h e  su b m it e v e r y th in g  f o r  
c e n s o r s h ip .  He d id  t h i s  w i th  a n y th in g  t h a t  h e  I n te n d e d  
f o r  Im m ed ia te  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b u t  h id  much o f  M s  a u to ­
b io g r a p h y  i n  t h e  t a i l o r - s h o p  in  w h ich  h e  w orked .

One S a tu r d a y ,  a b o u t  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  ban  on 
W lile m s e 's  v i s i t s ,  L e s s in g  was summoned f o r  a  v i s i t ,  and 
fo u n d  th e  P r o f e s s o r .  I t  was t h e  l a a t  t im e  th e y  saw oach  
o t h e r ,  b e c a u se  a  few  d a y s l a t e r  t h e  P r o f e s s o r  w as ru n  o v e r  
by  a  e a r  and  d ie d  w i th o u t  r e g a in in g  c o n s c io u s n e s s .32

L a s s in g  was e x tre m e ly  d i s t r e s s e d  by  th e  d e a th  o f  h i.. 
m e n to r ,  and  r e c a l l s  i t  a s  f o l lo w s .

The news was a  g r e a t  s h o c k  t o  me. I  f e l t  f a i n t
a n d  had  t o  g r i p  t h e  g o v e r n o r 's  d e s k  t o  p r e v e n t
m y s e lf  from  sw o o n in g . My o n ly  f r i e n d  and  th e  
man who had  be en  th e  s t r o n g e s t  i n f lu e n c e  f o r
good i n  my l i f e  was g o n e . I  f e l t  em pty  and

( F o r th  from  th e  D unoeon, p ag e  112)

L e s s in g  was s t i l l  t o  r e c e iv e  a  l e t t e r  from  th e  
P r o f e s s o r ,  w r i t t e n  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  v i s i t .  I n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  
W ille m se  o u t l i n e d  f o r  L e s s in g  th e  h o p e s  h e  hud f o r  h i s
s u c c e s s ,  a n d  th e  w ish  t h a t  h e  w ould  b e  r e l e a s e d  t o  le a d
a  "n o rm al"  l i f e .



The P r o f e s s o r ' s  l e t t e r  f i l l e d  L e s s in g  w i th  a v a r i e t y  
o f  e m o tio n s  t h a t  b o th  p le a s e d  a n d  t i i s t r e s a e d  "him. He w.as 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  to u c h e d  by  th e  l a t e  P r o f e s s o r ' s  f a i t h  t h a t  he 
w o u ld  make good in  t h e  w o rld  and  h i s  c o n c e rn  t h a t  L e a s in g  
m a rry  a n d  h av e  c h i l d r e n .  H ow ever, L e s s in g  was t e r r i f i e d  
o f  t h e  f u l l  im p o rt o f  W li le m s e 's  w o rd s . He d id  n o t  th in k  
t h e r e  wtould b e  a n y  women w i l l i n g  to ,  e n t e r  i n to  
a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  h i i.

L e s s in g  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e  P r o f e s s o r ' s  w ords a f f e q t e d  
him  so  p r o fo u n d ly  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  t h i n k  o f  l i t t l e  e l s e .  ,iie 
d ream ed  c o n s t a n t ly  o f  t h e  k in d  o f  woman v f ith  whom h e  w ould 
l i k e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  liom an tic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and  a fa m i ljr .  
A l l  t h i s  t im e ,  h e  c o n tin u e d  w r i t i n g  th e  a u to b io g r a p h y  t h a t  
he  h a d  begun  w ith  W li le m s e 's  h e lp .  A lth o u g h  th e  p r i s o n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  s to p p e d  c e n s o r in g  h i s  w r i t i n g  a f t e r  W li le m s e 's  , 
d e a tn ,  L e s s in g  knew t h a t  h ia  a u to b io g r a p h y  w as n o t  r e a l t y  
s a f e  from  th e i r ,  r e g u l a t i o n s . He to o k  p a in s  t o  h id e  i t  in  
t h e  w orkshop  o f  t h e  m a s te r  t a i l o r .  The t a i l o r ,  a  Gdrman 
im m ig ran t whom L e s s in g  h a d  h e lp e d  w i th  h i s  E n g l i s h ,  
ig n o r e d  L e s s in g 's  s e c r e t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  n o t  O nly 
e n c o u ra g e d  h i s  w r i t i n g  e f f o r t s  b u t  h e lp e d  him. t o  sm uggle 
some o f  t h e  m a te r i a l  t o  W ille m se . The t a i l o r - w a r d e r  th u s  
ig n o r e d  L e s s in g 'S  g row ing  b u n d le  o f  c h a p t e r s . I t  was 
already 1945 , and  L e s s in g  had  s e rv e d  a. lo n g  s t r e t c h  o f  h i s  
se c o n d  in d e te r m i n a te  s e n te n c e .

By t h i s  t im e ,  L e s s in g  had  g a i n e d va  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t u s  
w i th in  t h e  p r i s o n .  He was no lo n g e r  C o n fin e d  by  c h o ic e  t o  
h i s  s e l l ,  and  had  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  s e c t i o n s  and 
w as t r u s t e d  by h i s  j a i l e r s  t o  c o l l e c t  and  d e l i v e r  l e t t e r s  
f o r  p r i s o n e r s .  As a  t a i l o - ,  i t  w as h i s  jo b  t o  e n s u re  t h a t  
p r i s o n e r s  who w ere  t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  had  t h e i r  c lo th in g  re a d y  
in  t im e .  On 1 3 th  F e b ru a ry  1946 , h e  w en t t o  t h e  r e c e p t i o n
a r e a  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  on l e g i t i m a t e  t a i l o r - s h o p  b u s in e s s  t o  
e n q u i r e  a b o u t  a  r e l e a s e  d a t e .

T h is  a l s o  hap p en ed  t o  b e  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  w hich 
o r i s o n e r s ' l e t t e r s  w ere  c e n s o r e d .  As I  e n t e r e d ,  
o n e  o f  t h e  tw o w a rd e rs  on  d u ty  was b u sy  r e a d in g



l e t t e r s . He to o k  one  from  th e  p i l e  o f  unopened  
l e t t e r *  a n d  r e a d  a lo u d  th e  name on  t h e  e n v e lo p e .
' B a s t ia a n  S t r a u s s  -  h av e  we g o t  an y o n e  w i th  t h a t  
name h e re ? "  h e  m urm ured.
( I b i d ,  p ag e  114)

L e s s in g  r e c e iv e d  an  enorm ous sh o o k , b u t  d id  n o t  show 
a n y  S ig n  o f  t h i s  t o  t h e  w a r d e r s .  He m e re ly  l i s t e n e d .  The 
c o n v e r s a t io n  o f  t h e  w a rd e rs  and  th e  c o n te n t s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  
w ere  ao  i n c r e d i b l y  f a s c i n a t i n g  t h a t  L e s s in g  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  
r e s t r a i n i n g  h im s e l f .  He managed t o  ed g e  c l o s e  t o  th e  
w a rd e r  and  r e a d  Che a d d re s s  a t  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  p a g e . He 
m em orised  t h e  x k lr e s s  a n d  t h e  name o f  t h e  w r i t e r ,  i n  t h e  
e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  g o v e rn o r  m ig h t  r e f u s e  t o  show i t  t o  h im .

The w r i t e r  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  w as C o r r ie  d e  B e e r , a  s c h o o l­
t e a c h e r  from  Jo h a n n e sb u rg . She -had r e a d  a b o u t  L e s s in g  in : .. 
^ t is lu k t e — feewena, P r o f e s s o r  W li le m s e 's  b o o k , and  h a d  found  
s p i r i t u a l  and  m ^ ra l v a lu e  i n  t h e  t e a c h in g s  o f  L e s s in g 'S  
( o r  f a t h e r  B a s t ia a n  S t r a u s s ' )  l i f e  s t o r y .  She w as lo o k in g
f o r  some good  deSd t o  d o , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f ' ,
a  n e e d y  p e r s o n ,  a'fsd f o r  a  way t o  g iv e  h e r  l i f e  some 
m e a n in g . Knowing t h a t  t h e  P r o f e s s o r  h a d  d i e d ,  C o r r ie  de 
Be,er d e c id e d  t o  o f f e r  h e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  B a s t ia a n  S t r a u s s  a s  
e d i t o r ,  t y p i s t ,  o r  l i a i s o n  be tw ee n  h im s e l f  and  p u b l i s h e r s ,  
o r  t o  h e lp  him  i n  any  way s h e  c o u ld  t o  e n a b le  him to  
c o n t in u e  w r i t i n g  and  p u b l i s h in g  h i s  w ork .

I n  a  m agaz ine  a r t i c l e  s h e  w ro te  tw o y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
C o r r i e  d e  B e er d e s c r ib e s  e x a c t ly  why s h e  c h o se  L e s s in g  a s  
th e  s u b j e c t  o f  h e r  "good d e e d " .

I  p ra y e d  P ro v id e n c e  f o r  som eone who r e a l l y  
n e e d e d  me, and  who w ou ld  b e  a  " s o u l  m a te"  t o  me.
( . . . )  t  was p r e p a re d  (an d  e x p re s s e d  a s  much in  
my p r a y e r s )  t d  b e  - e y e s  t o  th e  b l i n d  o r  f e e t  t o
a  c r i p p l e  ’. L i t t l e  d id  I  know t o  whom
P ro v id e n c e  w ould se n d  me.
(T h e_ 0 u t8 P a n . 3 0 th  J a n u a r y  1948 , p a g e  35)

L a t e r  i n  th e  same a r t i c l e ,  s h e  e x p la in s  how, a f t e i :  r e a d in g  
L e s s i n g 's  b io g r a p h y , she

[ s ju d d e n ly  . . .  knew th e  m eaning  and  p u rp o se  o f  

™ ?bid)B tenC e"



w ith  Leasing, h e r  subsequent v i s i t s  and th e i r  v x e r a e  a re  
■ desc tiked  in  le s s  than  tiisee  pages-

I n  th e  raoatiiiitg  page and a  h a l f ,  le s a in g 's  
^ o f  O acrie and h e r  Idndnesa a re  aic2-ly sweat, 
f u l l  o f  c liche - He w rote o f  h e r  aa a  aetapho ris 

..housekeeper, c leantitg  « r i  rep a ir in g  an uroccupiad houae 
(ktoeelf), de sp ite  warnings t h a t  i t  waa inhab ited  t y  t i »



d e v i l .  He b e l ie v e d  t h a t  h e r  a r r i v a l  i n  h i s  l i f e  was 
a  p e r f e c t  r e p la c e m e n t f o r  t h e  m o th e r 's ' lo v e  h e  had . l e s t '  a s  . 
a  c h i l d !  1 -

W ith  t h e  com ing  o f -  C o r r ie  my c h i l d i i k  lo n g in g  
w as a b so rb e d  i n  t h e  S t r e n g th  o f  a  man- The c h i l d  1 
i n  me had  grown up .and  t h e  c o n f l i c t  was'-,-at a n  - ,

/ I b i d ,  p ag e  188) X  ^  " \  V  \  '

The sp e e d  w i th  w h ich  X e V  t r i e ^  tX  d raw  , th e  bopk tc X  
a  c l o s e  e m p h a s ise s  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  \  )\e- f M t  a b ^ 'h i s  X
c o n t in u e d  im p riso n m e n t. ‘Hei',, W agiy t o  l e a v 4 '^ h g  pti.B qp  
a n d  n e v e r  r e t u r h ,  so .^ e a g e rX tW t ’%e' te m ^ p ra r i ly X lX n ip b ^ X  

. .h ie  r e g a rd , f o r  w a i t i n g  m ty ^ )  X ^ i M s l i X
th e  boob. ' ' . ' T - y X A . '  '  \A 'X \

w r i t i n g  so  much t t^ y - w o u ld  wah^ t ^  s e e  i t .  ■ 'x’’iv. X

■As h e  p r o g re s s e d  w i th  ' t h i  b o o k , \  h >  .,beo«^ | 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  s i c k  wit!> a n k ie ty  and  t e r r i f i e d  t h a t 'h e  Fw o u iS  
b e  d iS p o v e r e d . ,, .  /  ' \  \  A

A lth o u g h  L e s s in g  h a d  b e e n  w r i t i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l 'y e a r s ,  1 
h e  aee^is n o t  t o  h av e  f e l t  t h i s  f e a r / b e f o r e .  He had. a lw ays . 
w r i t t e n  b e c a u se  h e  f e l t "  t h e  . nee  j  - to  s a y  so m e th in g  a b o tit 
-h is  im p riso n m e n t, b u t  h e  h a d 'n e v e r  r e a l l y  w o r r ie d  t h h t . ’ i f  
c a u g h t  o u t ,  t h e  c o n seq u e n ce s  w ou ld  "harm h im . Now, w ith  
C o r r i e  o u t s i d e  and  a  p o t e n t i a l  fu tu r e .1 .J-n t h e  r e a l  w d rld , 
h e  Was t e r r i f i e d  t h a t  h i s  d ream s a n d  p la n s  w o u ld  tie  
" d e s t ro y e d . /, ^  / "  : . .  X f  ' \

I n  F o r th  from  th e  Dungeon LesSi'rtg t a k e s  f a r  m o re  tim e  ' 
t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  from  C o r r ie  and  h e r  < 
f i r s t  v i s i t .  Many raorb  patios arbj. d e v o te d  t o  . th e  f a i t h  sh e  
show ed i n  him  and  t o  th e . ,  s u p p o r t  sh e  O ffe re d  i n  h e r  
e f f o r t s  t o  have  him  r e l e a s e d ,o n  p a 'r o le  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r y  ... 
o f  h i s  in d e te r m i n a te  s e n te n c e .  \  \  ' ^ \

When f i r s t  sh e  w ^ote  r<tot p a s s in g  ._ v i a  thfe p r i s o n . . 
g o v e rn o r ,  C o r r ie  was w arned  ■ t h a t  s h e  was n o t  to , p u b l i s h



anything th a t  le a s in g  lied w d .t te i .  to e  a u th o ri tie s  d id  
n o t seem to  r e a l i s e  t h a t  she bad genuinely nevet met 
Lessing and d id  no t a t  th a t  s tage  he re  any o f  h is  
manuscripts i n  bee possession , to e  r aa e  C orrie w rote, th e  
so re  L essing drsansd o f  th e  sp e c ia l woman who would make 
h is  l i f e  vrotttodtlle. He dreamed th a t  he  would one day 
leave  p riso n  and m any  and base  a  ceerwaitional fam ily 
l i f e .  fls he  learned  more about c o n d e  throu@i h e r
l e t te r s  , he hoped th a t  she would be th e  woman of h is
dreams. A fter he  asked h e r  to  v i s i t  him, to ss in g  began to
f a l l  i n  lovy w ith  an image. He describes th e i r  f i r s t
•tieettog^ae follow s £

I j u d g e d  h e r  age t o  . h e  about tw enty-five  o r 
. tw enty-six , and t h a t  tu rned  ou t t o  'be r ig h t .  Her 

face  was . th in  and ra th e r  . tm se%  ind ica ting  
a  serious d isp o s i tio n  and a  l i f e  th a t  had no t 

. , tk en  easy . Her blonde, h a i r  wea brushed across 
. . . M i  unusually broad forehead, and t e r  la rg e , 

c lA c  blue  eyes glanced around a le r t l^ .  a s  i f  to  
take" ] in  h e r  surroundings a t  txice. ( . . .) '• 1  paused 
a t  to e  door sc a rce ly  daring  to  b rea th . Then 

. I  tu ggW  my jacke t a tza ig h t and w i t  in .

to ss ih g  w rite s  th a t  th e i r  ; 
v e ry  f r i # d ly ,  as i f  th e y  knew e a d i o th e r  w ell and, had n o t

She stood be fo re  me in  a l l  h e r  love liness  -  w ith 
t e r  challenging b lu e  eges and golden h a i r .  5*y 
manhood s t i l l  sluntomed w ith in  me, bu t my soul 

. looked in to  those  eyes and recognised them fo r 
C arrie  was th e  w m m  tiio se  image I  had seen in  
th e  s t a r  fo u r  years  be fo re. She was a y  dream

ifif ter  th e  v i a l t  th e y  continued t i e  correspondence and 
seoand v i s i t  th e  follow ing n o rth , to ia  tim e, 

C arrie  was to  be aosonpantod by a  former student o f 
P ro fessor W illem ae's, who was a ls o  in te re s te d  i n  to s s in g 's  
s to ry  and wanted to  work co i t  fu rth e r . A fte r  th i s  v i s i t ,  
O antis wrote to ss in g  a  l e t t e r ,  which w e  snuggled in  to  
him, ou tlin in g  What th e  psychologist had to ld  he r about



teBBtiq Hri L  smaU chance of Ma sutoeasful
•rehabUitetlan'Ol she  to ld  him th a t aha had struggled to  
mate a d e d s ia iW u t  coirtimitiq h er association with him 

M ealed thA  die was w illing to  try  anything for 
Lagging's sake because she was in  love with him. Oiey had 
develoEed an int^guing relationship, a fte r Imbuing one 
another only threucftf le tte rs  and two v is its .

only Allowed a  certain  number of le tte rs  per 
t}i, lessing and "i Corrie had establishei an effic ien t 

^ igjHTvj mthcd33 L& wrote v irtu a lly  every day. Btelr 
'^ eq o n d e n c e , publihed In .a  bode called t #  'n  pari^atg 

re flec t^  th e . agony. thqf,went throu^i over 
’^ ^ ^ ^ y e a r /  vd iile^tiey  made decisions and" plans itor

t iy  in  «hidi Corrie had revealed her feelings by the
t i r o  A  next cane to ’v i s i t  "heE' O iris". : '

. A —
c «5flushed  and expectant. I  held out î y arms

low'. I t  ba  like a dream.
( I b i d , , ^ y . l 9 )  "

Midi of testing 's1 writing h J  a.dream-like quality, 
in that his stoA seens to follow the patten  of his- awn 
wishes 'and desires, W eb somehow come true. ,

I t  i s  a t  no a k g e  d e a r  & m  .$!E $9LfeSB-SS-Q ffl^l 
v te th e r  le asin g  w ith  th e  . s ^ d f i o  in te n tio n  of

. . B cdiiying r e a l i ty  i n  'o rd e r  t o  h e lp  p lo t  flow. I t  i s  
-X tin d e a r  t o  v t e t  ex terit. h e  U v e^ -in  a  w r l d  c f  fan ta sy , 
' . 'W a i t e d  to  pass th e  tim e and keep sane. Often, coined- 

W e  makes th e  ■ t a l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be liev e  t o t  i n  a l l  
• : ire tan c es o f  " h ia  n a rra t iv e  about CCKrie, h i s  s to ry  ho ld s.



C o r r i e ,  f o r  exam ple,., g ra n te d , i n te r v ie w ^  a h d V r o te  'i s e v e r i l  
m a g az in e  a r t i c l e s  o f  h e r  own ^ e s c r i b in g  \ t h e  ^nusua^.
r o m a n c e .3,4 |  "■ \  ^

F o r  t h e  |  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  v i s i t  th e  V a V  sp o k e  notl,
o n ly  o f  t h e i k  new h a p p in e s s ,  b u t  o f  t h e  books ( th a t  C o r r ie ^  
w a n te d  L e s s in g  to .  C o m p lete . He had  a lre ad y ,, sm uggled  < 
many p i e c e s ,  . su c h  a s  th e  l i f e - s t o r i e s  o f  o th d r  p r i s o n e r s ,  
a n d  c h a p te r s  |  o f"  t h e , f i r s t  a u to b io g r a p h y  ('£]
M ens! . and  " sh e  jwhs e n c o u ra g in g  him  t o  c o m p le te \ t h i s , 
s h e  h a d  fo u n d  a  p u b l i s h e r .  In , h i s  e x c i te m e n t ,^ L e a s i f ig  .

T h a t  e v e n in g  I  t a c k l e d  th e  l a s t  p a r t  - Of ifty 
magnum o p u s . " i t  was no e a s y  t a s k .  A l l  t.h l
c h a p te r s  a b o u t my l i f e  i n  j a i l  had  s t i l l  to /.l
w r i t t e n ,  and  . th e r e  w ai m ore th a n  an  e le m e n t  c 
r i s k .  The w a rd e r  p e e r e d  i n t o  my c e l l  a t  n ig h t ,S  
a n d  i f  .h e  r e p o r te d , t h a t  I  w as a lw ay s  i b u sy  
w r i t i n g ,  my c e l l  m ig h t b e  v i s i t e d .  I  sh u d d e re d  . 
t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  p u n ish m e n t I  w ould  g e t  ,; l f ,  th e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  r e a d  w h at I. had  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  l i f e  
b e h in d  th e  b a r s .  ;

, ( I |> id ,  p ag e  120) /

T he id e a  o f  e a r n in g  a  l i v i n g  from., w r i t i n g  on 
r e l e a s e  g e rm in a te d  when th e  p u b l i s h e r s  Of t h e  " f i r s t  t 
b o o k s , ' pk E l le i id io e  Mens and  G ooi Mv ( v i r  d i e  Aasvoe 
o f f e r e d  C C o rr ie  an  a d v an c e  o f  #120 . From th is ,m o n e y ,  shiJ 
b o u g h t h e r s e l f  a  d iam ond r i n g  a n d  . s h e  a d d  L e s s in g  
a n n ounced  t h e i r  en g ag e m en t. I

As happy  a's h e  was( . f e e l i n g  a b o u t  C o r r i e , t h e  sudden4  
ivjSs  o f  h e r  -ap p e a ran c e  , i n  h i s  l i %  a f f e c t e d  L e s s in g  in  1 
m ore  w ays t h a n  he u n d e rs to o d ; a t  t h e  t im e .  The im m ed ia te  
e f f e c t  was one  of. b o u n d le s s  e n e r g y  f o r  w r i t i n g  a b o u t h ie  
l i f e .  B a r t  o f  t h i s  d e s i r e ^ a s  t o  show C o r r ie  W hat h e  had 
b e e n  th r o u g h  ’s in c e  c h i ld h o o d .  He a l s o  w an ted  h e r  t o  know 
e v e r y th in g  a b o u t Mian, i n c lu d in g  h i s  e n ig m a t ic  l i a i s o n  w ith  
D o lly .  ' \

f\ :

’! , : d



  n  he n a tes  a  con ten t about

i fen? th e  i n f e r io r i ty  o f  th e  end Of ■

m u *  « • • .

I  bad pKeeioualy snuggled o u t l e t te r s .
(Haiti, page 119)

S hcrtly  a f t e r  announcing th e i r  a ig ag an att, C orrib  , 
P ^ , « r w  Lessing to  aEproadi th e  P risens Board about an 

e a r ly  re le a s e .
was r e lu c ta n t t o  do so in .e a se  t h ^  turned^ 

Mm down. However, a t  Co r r ie 'a  in s is te n c e , h e  app lied  f6 |' 
p a ro le , b i t  he  was devasta ted  when th^y  refu sed  to  re le ase  ..

again."
(Ihid,. page 122)

and p e rs i s te n t ly  in sin u ate d  th a t  le as in g  was th e  fa th e r  of 
an  " illeg itim ate"  c h ild ,  try in g  to  dissuade Co r rie  from 

he r r e la tio n sh ip  w ith  him. To what ex ten t 
t h e i r  c ru e lty  and b la ta n t  lack  o f  f a i t h  i n  h is  reh a b ili­
t a t io n  w e a  a  r e s u l t  d f  t h e i r  anger a t  th e  nuefcer o f 
a r t i c le s  he had a lread y  published, and f e a r  o f  how mach 
so re  he might rev e a l about th e  p r iso n , -were h e  to  cm tinua  

on h is  rah . a e , remains specu la tion , ttowever, i t  
i s  l i t e l y  th a t  th e  prisons Board were a l l  in  acme way 
th rea tened  by th e  p o te n t ia l  successes sem iring le as in g .

was denied freedom because th e  people in  con tro l 
o f  i t  d  t o  be  a fr a id  t h a t  he would re v e rt to
rvmM-H-ing p e t ty  fraud  and s te a l in g  motor c a rs .



. aeteeen ' Septenxo: ia«o e ra  roLu-uo^j', — —

■'\, b ia  toj.yase d a te .
■ Edwfcualiy, m  8 th  iW u a x y  .1947, 

r  . '/ fgom  p W h  f o r  tbm b s s t  td ire. I S s  and CWpda »®re m—

\  4 1 ,  W =
''d S ic e z s , V '^ te c .t iv ^  and o th e r  cEEfieials c a lle d 'o n  

• c o n k i r a b u i '^  i i x i >  ^  unsteady Incbpe. 'iaeeing  ^
* ’'jobs o e v o ril t i r o s ,  . t a t  w ri tin g  f o r  sane years.

' . j # #  W  ro s  W r o t a d ,  i r o a l i i r 's  p M ie h e r s  ^
'vx  . Mm a  job  a s  a  e a le ^ m ,  a  job  vM di ha needed '*

>. He b o m ^ l  roney and proudly  r e la te s  /,that he re p  
\  I ta n  .m th in  ' fewT, nonthe . S ho rtly  th s ta o f te r ,  

r : "‘ began t o J & r o \ c u t  and w »  '* * *  t e U
- vA idi' had planned to  ,;ro r la li ro  16

autobiography, a m & S S , o ffe re d  him .a, 220 p e r  f ^ t h  
, xetalnear, aad he began to  w ri te  f u l l  t i r o  again . . ,

1 s  c i ,  A ithoi#  not aU  Lessing's writing x»as about ^ s o ’V- 
' J. ; t t  ro s 'jo i  based on the experiences of the previous twenty 
- " \sa x s  of Ms l i f e ,  a t  f i r s t l y  wrote mostly autobicgraphy,

• S^di l a t e r : developed a. few se c ie s  o f  short stories  ata.it  
..  , J W m l s ,  and la ter , wrote a se r ie s  aboat peopte ha knew

- 'in ip r tf lc n .35 } ,
11 Much o f  w hit he was w ri tin g  was dbvioanly no t w U  

t y  thel p riso n  f lu th c rit ie s , vAo a t  a s  po in t 
to  withdraw h is  p a ro le . E ventually  le as in g  was 

ashed n o t to  pub lish  fu r th e r  c r i t io i s r o  o f  th e  prison  
: qystim  a t  l e a s t  # t i l  th e  rod  o f  h i s  pax tetionary  period .

_ *■ - i i j.— —  ̂b /Bw4 Aaal o f  s l use  fson

■ c r i r o  would read  s u *  a to r ie s " .  
(Ib id , page 130)

Ebwever, th e  m a jo rity  o f 
received  vsa favourable. Ha

th a t  Lessing



t e a c h e r s ,  d o c to r s ,  l e g a l  p e o p le ,  c r i m i n o l o g i s t s ,  ev en
w a r d e r s ,  A l l  th a n k e d  him  f o r  e x p o s in g  w h at he had  a b o u t
th e  p r i s o n  sy s te m  and  i t s  e f f e c t s .  I t  seem s t h a t  t h e  
r e s p o n s e  was t o  t h e  e x p o su re  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  c o n d i t io n s  and 
th e  a n g u is h  o f  one  i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  su c h  a  p l a c e .  I t  was 
a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  m o r a l i t y  w h ich  L e s s in g  h a s  e sp o u sed  
s in c e  h i s  r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  h e  had  t o  make a  su c o e se  o f  h i s  
l i f e .  I t  w as n o t  an  a cknow ledgem ent t h a t  L e s s in g  had 
e x p o se d  th e  f o u ln e s s  o f  t h e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  
sy s te m . P e o p le  re sp o n d e d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s  s t o r y .

W hat w as L e s s in g 's  r e a s o n  . f o r  w r i t i n g ?  - P r im a r i ly  
w r i t i n g  was t h e r a p e u t i c

b u t  a f te r w a rd s , ,  w hen I  s t a r t e d  a d a p t in g  to  
s o c i a l  l i f e ,  I ;  o u tg re w  i t .  I  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
w r i t i n g  ab o u t, p r i s o n .  ■'
( I n t e r v i e w ,  O c to b e r  1986)

B u t h e  a l s o  had  a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  t o  e x p o se  , th e  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  S o u th  A f r ic a n  p r i s o n s .  When L e s s in g  a r r iv e d  
a t  P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  i n  1933 t h e r e  had . be en  a g e n e r a l  
t i g h t e n i n g  up o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  w h ic h  h e  d e s c r ib e s  i n .  
To w h a t Red Hel l  (q u o te d  e a r l i e r ) .

A t o n e  p o i n t ,  w h ile  s t i l l  i n  p r i s o n ,  L e s s in g  w ro te  
p i e c e s  i n  W hich he d e s c r ib e d  th e  u n n e c e s s a r y  d e a th s  and 
i l l n e s s e s  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  -  m o st o f  w h ic h  h e  i s  p la n n in g  
t o  p u b l i s h  o n ly  now, i n  19BB, i n  a  new b o o k , S k e le to n s  ih  
t h e  C u p b o a rd . 36.

L e s s in g  c o n t in u e s  w r i t i n g ,  a l th o u g h  h e  s to p p e d  f o r  
some y e a r s ,  o n ce  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  v a lu e  o f  h i s  
w ork  was no lo n g e r  n e c e s s a r y .  H ow ever, when a w a it in g  h i s  
r e l e a s e  i n  1947 , h e  b e g an  t o  w o rry  a b o u t  how he c o u ld  e v e r  
c o n t in u e  t o  w r i t e  . . .  n o t  t h a t  h e  th o u g h t  h e  w ould  have  no 
en co u rag e m en t and i n s p i r a t i o n ,  b u t  he w o r r ie d  c o n s t a n t ly  
t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  w ou ld  h a r a s s  him  and  p r e v e n t  
h im  from  e a r n in g  a l i v i n g .  As m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , t h i s  i s  
e x a c t l y  w h at ha p p en e d , b u t  a f t e r  some m o n th s , when h e  and 
h i s  w if e  w ere  s e t t l i n g  down t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  and  e a r n in g  
a  m eag re  l i v i n g ,  t h e y  g o t  b o ld  enough  t o  c o n f r o n t  th e



P r i s o n ' s  B oard  and  demand t h a t  th e y  b e  l e f t  i n  p e a c e .  To 
a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e y  w e re . B u t f o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r ,  
p e o p le  t r i e d  t o  b la c k m a il  L e s s in g ,  a c c u s e d  him  o f  ly in g  
a b o u t  -se e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  a t te m p te d  t o  damage th e  
p o s i t i v e  f u tu r e  t h a t  h e  a n d  C o r r ie  w ere  b u i ld i n g  f o r  
th e m s e lv e s .37

C o r r ie  c o n tin u e d  te a c h in g  w h i le  L e s s in g  w ro te  f o r  th e  
B randw ao. t r a v e l l e d  th r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t ry  g iv in g  l e c t u r e s  
a b o u t  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  . and  s t r u g g le d  to  f i n d  a  more 
l u c r a t i v e  in co m e. A f t e r  s e v e r a l  u n f o r t u n a t e  f i n a n c i a l  
s e tb a c k s ,  L e s s in g  was o f f e r e d  em ploym ent by  th e  D epartm en t 
o f  S o c i a l  W e lfa re .  J ,

I n  1952 L e s s in g  was A p p o in te d  c l e r k  a t  t h e  D geraad  
s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  th e  e l d e r l y ,  a  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  D ep a rtm en t . 
T hey  w ere  h a p p y  a l th o u g h  n o t  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u r e .  L e s s in g  
y e a r n e d  f o r  a m ore c h a l le n g in g  p o ’. t .  He t r u s t e d  h im s e lf  
e n ough  t o  r e a l i s e -  t h S t  t h e  D ep a rtm en t o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re  
w ou ld  r e c o g n is e  t h a t  h e  was c a p a b le  o f  m ore , and  was 
lo n g in g  f o r  t h i s . H is  s u p e r i o r  a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  w ork c o lo n y , a  p la c e  f o r  p r i s o n e r s  l i k e  
B a v ia a n s p p o r t ,  t h e  o n e  w here  L e s s in g  h im s e l f  had  o n ce  been  
c o n f in e d .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  L e s s in g ,  who had  been  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  unhappy  a t  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  s in c e  t h e  d e p a r tu r e  
o f  T h e ro n , h i s  fo rm er  s u p e r i o r ,  was summoned by  th e  
D ep a rtm en t o f  S o c ia l  W e lfa re  and  In fo rm e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere  
a p p o in t in g  him a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r i n te n d e n t  a t  t h e  S o n d e rw a te r  
Work C o lo n y . He knew from  th e  s t a r t  t h a t  h e  w ould 
e n c o u n te r  s e v e r e  h o s t i l i t y ,  b o th  from  th e  in m a te s  and  th e  
p e r s o n n e l ,  b u t  was re a d y  f o r  t h e  c h a l le n g e .

f i r s t  e x - c o n v ic t  t o  h av e  b e e n  a p p o in te d  t o  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  
p o s i t i o n  in  a  S o u th  A f r ic a n  p e n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h is  i s  in  
f a c t  n o t  t r u e ;  N ongo loza , o r  J a n  N o te , was t h e  f i r s t . 38

The L e s s in g s  rem a in e d  a t  th e  c o lo n y  f o r  some y e a r s ,  
a n d  L e s s in g  was a t  l a s t  s a t i s f i e d  and  f u l f i l l e d .  He d id  
n o t  w r i t e  a t  a l l  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d ,  a s  t h e  jo b  to o k  m ost



o f  h i s  t i m .  Baweeer, v*ien he f in a l ly  l e f t  th e  colony and 
th e  Department o f  S oc ia l H alf  -  v once th e  h o s t i l i ty  o f 

eoployeea go t to o  fo e  him, he e s ted ted  m  t t o  
Of h is  antcfcdograEhy and t a  devoted many pages 

o f  i t  (about o ne -th ird  t o  a  h a lf  o f  th e  bode) t o  th e  years

Classing then  took up a  posi t i o n  a s  pub lic  r e la tio n s  
f o r  an a i r l in e ,  and Ttayed th e re  so re  y e ars . Be 

began" e a n d iy  a  reascnabla  inccme and he and C orrie  warn 
. 's a t i s f i e d  w ith th e i r  l iv e s .  Ha was wasddng on th e  i$dated 

•: V  whm he n e t  a  German film producer who was
Keel), t o  mate a  m arie o f  L essing 's  l i f e  s to ry . The various 
a u th o r i tie s  in  "the country , f r o n t h o s e  i n  th e  p riso n s ' 
.se rv ices  t o  those  i n  pos i t i ons  o f  se n io r ity  i n  film  
ccepanies, T#re n o t xrilU ng  to  g ran t t im  tim , permission 
they, needed.. The p ro je c t wag abandone d , buc L essing says 

' one day scnecne w i l l  mate th a t  f i lm  . . .  i t  w ill  
probably be long a f t e r  my d e ath , b u t thqy  11
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T he p r i s o n  so n g s  f a s c i n a t e d  a s .  I  f e l t  th e y  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  com posed  o n ly  i n  a  p r i s o n .  And 
I  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e  f o r  s i n g i n g  th em  was 
w i t h i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  a  p r i s o n . . .
And i f  I  h av e  su c c e e d e d  i n  c o n v e y in g  n o th in g  o f  
t h e  m is e r y  o f  p r i s o n  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  s o u l - k i l l i n g  
m ono tony , t h e  b l e a k  gloom  a n d  b r u t a l i t y ,  th e n  
I  am v e ry , g la d .  B e ca u se  t h e s e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
n o b o d y  s h o u ld  p e n .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  you  c a n ' t .
You o n ly  mntiti a  f o o l  o f  y o u r s e l f  i f  y o u  t r y .

Berm an  C h a r le s  Bosnian p u b l i s h e d  C o ld  s to n e  d u e  in  
1 9 4 9 , a t  l e a s t  tw o  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  L e s s in g 's  
Bk B l l a n d lc e .  JK ens. l  W h ile  L e s s in g 's  ,b o o k s  c l a im  t o  b e  
a u to b io g r a p h ie s .  Bow men's i s  s im p ly  "A c h r o n ic le *  b e in g  
t h e  u n im p n sa io n e d  r e c o r d  o f  a  som ew hat le n g th y  s o jo u r n  i n  
p r i s o n "  ( s u b t i t l e ) .  C o ld  S to n e  J u g  i s  n o t  an
a u to b io g r a p h y ,  b u t  i t  i s  a n  a u to b io g r a p h ic a l  n o v e l .  I t  i s  
r o o t e d  i n  f a c t ,  b u t  i s  a  m a s t e r ly  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  f a c t  i n t o  
' f i c t i o n .  The boo k  i s  b o th  hum orous a n d  s e r i o u s ,  t h e  to n e  
o f t e n  i r o n i c .  I n  i t s  m ore  d i r e c t l y  s g r i e u s  p a r t s ,  t h e  
a g o n y  o f  B eam an 's  im p riso n m en t i s  b l a t a n t .

Herman . C h a r le s  Bosnian w as s e n te n c e d  t o  d e a th  i n  
N ovem ber 1926 f o r  t h e  m u rd er  o f  h i s  s t e p b r o t h e r ,  D avid  
R u s s e l l . 2  A f t e r  h e  h a d  s p e n t  t e n  d a y s  i n  t h e  condem ned 
c e l l ,  i n  t h e  g a l lo w s  w in g  o f  P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  P r i s o n ,  
B o s a a n 'e  s e n te n c e  w as commuted t o  t e n  y e a r s  h a rd  
l a b o u r . 3  He s e rv e d  th r e e  y e a r s  a n d  n *tig m on ths o f  h i s  
s e n t e n c e ,  a n d  o n ce  r e l e a s e d  s p o k e  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e .4 C o ld  S to n e  J u g ,  w r i t t e n  a p p ro x im a te ly  
tw e n ty  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e ,  w as o n e  o f  t h e  few  op en



P r io r  t o  h is  impriisceimaEt, Bosnpn, loom a t  Bulls 
B tw r  in  ISOS, had Mva& most o f  h i s  li i te  I n  Jctannesbuzg, 
w ith  h is  parents, a iri ik a  hrv tiie r  P ie r re . His f a th e r ,  an 
M ritoans-sE eaking  mtinerl d ied  i n  a  rt'fLninit acc iden t in  
aggxcK iaately 1925.' ^  His nothec  irarrte d again , t h i s  t i e e  
t o  a  Scot, w m « n  R ussell, who had se v e ra l a d iilt ch ild ren  
o f  M s  own. m e  tvo  fa m ilie s .liv e d  i n  a  a e i l l  house in  
I s ip in g o  S t re e t , Belleime, Johannesburg. ’̂ Biere was 
a  cssisideaable degree of' te n sio n  Kjetaljeen Herman 'i n i  P ie r re  
ftwman. cn th e  a e  hand, and David Russejil, th e i r  
S tepbro ther, on th e  o th e r.6 Reman and toM d shared 

a  bedroom. . ; . ■
..At t h i s  s tage  o f  h is  li£e> BpaiBn w ts c a ip le tin g  n is  

u n i-rare ity  stud ies?  ag a in s t "a backgrouni. i f  pranks, 
and se rious U teca rz . a ideavoer.8 types o f 

peanka be. p la y e i -wgm c h ild ish and o f te n  i r r e ^ s i b l e ,  
b u t  always tcfbave  been undertake) in  a  s p t t i t  of
g re a t  fun . s |« t a l >  o f ' Bosnian's f r i^ h d s , e .g .  'B em ard 
Sachs (v to  was a t  6 #  Sdtjool w ith  Bosnian) and '
Aegidius Jean Iw s in e s s . p a r t n e r e d  ,
fellow  pranitr.tA.;%  l a t e r  y e a r s | " te s tif j^  t o  h is  in te n s i ty  
and. wildness? t o p u s u i t  k f  e x r i t e im t  and laugh ter 
t h a t  irodi' titart once go t him l in to  tro u b le ."  (Abrahams, 

1981, page M  \  .■
One each prank, f o r  e x isp le , was h is  jo in in g  tiie  

C aunun ia t" Party‘[s Young Ccmnunist League -  d t ie f ly  because 
i t  provided him v& h a  fonsa  f o r  fun ; he  enjoyed heckling 
a t  m eetings, regard less .of who was speaking.10

I n  1926 Bosnen ccnpleted h is  stu d ie s  and prepared  to  
t a t e  t?> a  teaching po st in  ; th e  MMdco d i s t r i c t  o f  th e  
W estern Transvaal. P r io r  t o  h is  departu re , h e  se c re t ly  

Vara Sawyer, on 21st. January 1926} th e  mar r i a ge 

was l a t e r  annulled .11
In  a n y  1926, Bosman retu rned  from th e  Harico f o r  th e  

m idyear school holiday?. He sta y ed  w ith  M s mother, no t 
w ith  h is  w ife, and ''h ad  to  sha re  a  bedroom w ith  h is



--ra l o f  Bosman's b io g ia ^ e r s 12 a lle g e  t h a t  he 
.. i n  th e  toudoo and d id  n o t w n t  t o  r e tu rn  to

n is  jcJj. a »  "var, he  d id  no t seem to  be a l l  th a t  happy a t  
h a te  e i th e r ,  While i n  th e  H arico be had bought a  hunting 
r i f le *  which he b m y h t  t o  Johannesburg w ith  him . As h is  
departure  da te  drew c lo s e r ,  Bosman a pparen tly  began 
behaving stran g ely  -  a lthough none o f  th e  b iogxa |*ers  

cm th i s .  Cne in s in m tic s i i s  th a t  he  th rea tened  
t o  k i l l  h im self w ith th e  r i f l e .  Hie n ig h t p r io r  t o  h is  
departu re , Fcsmm. v is i te d  h is  w ife  a t  h e r  m o ther's heme, 
and retu rned  to  th e  Bellevue house a t  m idnight. H iere  vas 
,a  f a n  - fixm f i n i n g  in  th e  bedrocm13 v*iich he shared 
te irn  Eevid vho had demanded th a t  th e  B ^ sa h  bro thers  
y a fra in  fecm watdng him whenever th g r  came in to  th e  
-rrrv, cn  t h i s  n i ^ i t ,  P ie r re  had c a re  in to  th e
t e r n  a rd  d is tg rb e i D avid's  s le ep . R ussell g o t  o u t o f  b e d : 
and su& ted" f i t t i n g  w ith  P ie r re . Barren Bosman, who had : 
ju a t  care  hcce, p s sn n a b ly  d ia tren g h t about h i s  W ending  ■ 
re tu O j, toVth e  to i i c o ,  saw th e  f ig h t ,  grabbed h is  r i f l e  and 

f i r e d  a  d ie t  a t  David.
• ^immediately he re a l is e d  i* a t  he had d o ie , Heman 

t r i e d  t o  shoot -  he f e l t  th a t  h e  wgs unable to
o ^ e  w ith th e  consequences o f  h i s  . a c tio n . He begged 
P ie r re  and s te p fa th e r  W illiam R ussell t o  Shoot him
o r  c u t h is  th ro a t . He fa in ted  and was a r re s te d  sh o r tly  
th e re a f te r .  Has ensuing mmdmr t r i a l  la s te d  f iv e  days, 
aixi ju s t ic e  Gey van P i t t iu s  sentenced Herman  Bosman, aged 
twenty-oner to  death  on 15 H ovaber 1926.14 H a w s  
confined to  th e  death  c e l l s  a t  P re to r ia  C en tra l P rison , 
th e  "coatem ed c e l ls -  he describes w ith  such h o rro r and 
x.imr.n- i n  c o m  Stone .TUJ. v b i le  aw aiting  h is  f a te .

A fter twenty years o f  freedom, th e  nstB cy  o f  th e  
in sid e  vsa s t i l l  v iv id  and p a in fu l . Hie pain  

viiAt f e l t  was a  pa in  th a t  f o r  most o f  h is  l i f e  he
kep t p r iv a te , separating  h is  p riso n  especience from h is



d a l l y  l i f e .  f e  h e  « a e  h a u n te d  by  t h e  memory o f  l i f e  i n
P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l  P r i s o n ,  f i c t i o n a l i s e d  a s  s w a r t k l e i  G re a t 
P r i s o n  i n  c o ld  s to n e  J u o . l g

U n i ilea  C h r i s t o f f e l  L e s s in g ,  Bosman wan l o t h  t o  t a l k
a b o u t  h i s  im p riso n m e n t. A lth o u g h  a l r e a d y  a  w r i t e r  (h e  had
b e # n  w r i t i n g  w h o rt s t o r i e s  a n d  p o e t r y  s i n c e  h i s  s c h o o l 
d a y s ) ,  Bosman a t  f i r s t  made no  known a t t e m p t  a t  w r i t i n g
a b o u t  h i s  im p riso n m e n t. I n t e r e s t i n g l y  o n e  o f  h i s
f a v o u r i t e  W r i t e r s  w as O sc a r  W ild e K  ( g e n e r a l ly ,
b io g r a p h e r s  a n d  c r i t i c s  h a v e  c i t e d  E d g a r  A l l a n  Poe  and
B a u d e l a i r e  a s  B osnian 's l i t e r a r y  h e r o e s ,  n e v e r  W ild e ) and  
h e  a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  a  h e a l th y  r e s p e c t  f o r  'T h e  B a l la d  o f  
H ea d in g  G aol** Y e t f o r  y e a r s  h e  made n 't  e f f o r t  t o  do 
so m e th in g  s i m i l a r  w i th  h i s  own e x p e r ie n c e .

B e rn a rd  S a c h s  c la im s  t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  r e l e a s e  Bosman 
m a in ta in e d  c o n t a c t  w i th  many o f  t h e  p e o p le  h e  h a d  known in  
p r i s o n  -  in c lu d in g  J e a n  B l i g n a u t . 17 He w r i t e s  o f
B oem an 'e  f r i e n d s  t h a t

T he v i s i t o r s  w ere  l a r g e l y  made u p  o f  o ld  l a g s  
w ho h a d -b e e n  r e l e a s e d  from  p r i s o n  a n d  fo u n d  some 
k in d  o f  h a v e n  th e r e
(Herm an C h h r le a  Bosman a s  I  Knew Him,  p a g e  43)

S a c h s  d e s c r ib e s  some o f  t h e s e  p e o p le ,  a t  l e a s t  tw o  o f  
whom a r e  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  C o ld  S to n e  
J a g .I B  B a c h 's  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  d i f f e r  fro m  t h e  m ore  w id e ly  
e x p o u n d ed  v ie w  t h a t  Bosman re m a in e d  s i l e n t  a b o u t  h i s  
im p r iso n m e n t a n d  w as i n  f a c t  e x tre m e ly  asham ed o f  i t .

When h e  w as r e l e a s e d  i n  1 9 3 0 , Bosman c h an g e d  h i s  name 
t o  Herman H e le n  (H a la n  w as h i s  m o th e r 's  m a id en  nam e) and  
l i v e d  w i th  o n e  o f  h i s  u n c l e s ,  h id in g  h im s e l f  from  p u b l ic  
v ie w lS .  A lth o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  sp e a k  o r  w r i t e  o f  I tis  
e x p e r ie n c e  i n  p r i s o n ,  Bosman re m a in e d  i n t e r e s t e d  I n  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  s y s te m  a n d  w ro te  a r t i c l e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  d e a th  p e n a l t y . 20 One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  
t h i s  pseudonym  was t o  k e e p  h i s  l i t e r a r y  a ch ie v e m e n ts  
s e p a r a t e  from  h i s  n o t o r i e t y .



O tera ig  «  nffstezy a s  t o  vi.y Bosman avoided, w ritin g  
o f  h ia  ecpe rie ices  u n t i l  1549. H is fa m i l ia r i ty  w ith 
o th e rs  who had w ri tte n  o f  t h e i r  p r is c n  experiences

th a t  he might h a re  considered  w ri tin g  o f  h ie  
^ l a o n m e n t  b u t chose n o t t o  do bo. DieEe a re  severa l 
gpecolati/ina regarding th e  d e lay  in  h is  w ri tin g  o f  th e

abrohans, f o r  example, p o in ts  o u t th a t  Bosman 
i s  b e s t  known fo r  h i s  Msrico s to r ie s ,  a lthough he  liv ed  

o i l y  s ix  months in  th e  H arico:
■Bis bushveld experim ce  was t o  feed  -into a t  
le a s t  fou r volumes o f  Bosman's w ri tin g s . Bie 
f a r  lessgac p riso n  t e r n  w s ild  produce ve ry  l i t t l e  
m s s  than  : one volume, th e  -uninpeasicned 
d u x n ic li*  ' -Cold .iS trfo* Jog - t o  h e  pab lishsd  
N early  tftanty years  a f t e r  h i s  r e le a s e .  I t  .was 

; a l to  w ri tte n  a  long t i n e  a f t e r  th e  events ( . . . )  
iV b rira g d  oblique testim ony o f  a l l  th e  h o rro r  
sudn anj experience m is t have con ta ined  fo r  
a  young mani'of Bosnian’s  taiparam ent,
(Abrahams, 1981, p a ^  7)

I t  would °eani th a t  Bosman d i^ .n o t w ri te  o f  h i s  p riscn  
e p e r ie M e s  becauBe h e  was unsure  o f  how t o  s tru c tu re  them 
i n  w ritin g , t o  was g e n ec ally  e  h o m r is t ,  and p e r i l s  f e l t  
i t  in a ^ r o p r ia te  t o  w ri te  about h is  imprisonment in  such 
a  -tidro. However, V alerie  Rosenberg claim s th a t  vten  
prvaman began to  s u f fe r  bad ly  f ro a  c laustrophob ia , and had 
nightm ares about h^Kiscmmsnt, h i s  th i r d  w ife , Helena, 

suggested th a t  a s  a  the ra p eu tic  c a th a rs is  he 
w rite  an autobiographical novel d u m ic l in g  h is  
exptodencea in  p rison  
, n— e-m.j pAg® 131)

1947 -  when
i was f i r s t  published  and h is  "Twintig 

j a m  in  d in  trook" was s e r i a l is e d  i n  B SSSSS- ^ was 
seventeen years s ince  Bosman had l e f t  p r ise * . Bnanan w a  
a t  th a t  stage  a lso  a  r e g u la r  c c n tr ib u tM  to  
Helena Bosman was obviously fa m ilia r  w ith  the jou rnal, end 
patiiaps h e r  encouragenent o f  h e r  husband's a u tah ic -  

, novel was pecnpted ky le a s in g 'e  w ri tin g . P e d i^ a



th e  ; idoa  f a r  OsM Stone Jua  was n o t S fe laia 's, b u t Baaman'a 
own, w hile t i k  avxiu iagaren t was h a ts .

>iap w ri tte n  \  a j a r t  from i t a  pe rscnal sig n ific an c e  to  i t s  
avB&oj: -  a s  a  resoemge to  Lessing . Many th e  themes o r

. a s s e t s  " df,. h i s  im prlsom ent th a t  Bosmsii d iscusses a re
^dnked to  comments .made by Lessing ir i h i s  bodies.23

: Bosman was to o  e^ever a  w rite r^  andij to o  i&idi o f
' fa p rankster t o . a l l d i  lA s s i i ^ 's  se rio u s ly  w fi itta i books to  
'.\,go unanswMed,. (A th  w ri te r s ,  i t  should be no ticed ,

- /  published  w ith  APB, if  ■'
|„  Perhaps i t  'wtia i n  j^ p g n s e  to. Lessin 'g 'a  s ty l e  and 

J  tone  th a t  Bosman f in a l ly  found th e " fp m  he nefeded to  c r a f t  
{ h i s  '.p r isc n  experiences in to  _a  bodkt he-t^dk le s s ln g 's  

I  autob iographical |  ro d e , and h ijacked  i i  so  t h a t  . 
1 . in c a r c e r a t im  , ,became a  ho liday  camp f o r  iW linquents, . 

r a t r i f i  than- a  I tra iraa tic  and te r r i f y in g  e x p e r ie n c e "CaM
-  '----- ' ' - " - d  fed: n c re  f e r  i t s  h a o u r.th a n  i t s

d afl "pee^eaiinsntly 
holiday4. (ateaham s,,

• 1981, page I 4 . f
wSs. always a  s k i l f u l  s to r y te l le r  -  especi al l y  

owfim te l l i n g  I funny ta l e s ,  to  Cold Stone Jud ha pu ts  h is  
^aense^ o f  hmlour t o  use  f a r  a t  l e a s t  two xeastn s , possibly 

'.° ifcE e. E ir s i ly ,  much o f  t± e  to a cu r and tAe fun was in  
a ttac k in g  c a  j j r i t e r  a s  s e r i e s  a s  le as in g  and secondly, th e  \ 

’ humorous standpoint allow ed Bosman to  d is tan c e  him self 
, Jiis - ^ a f i e i c e  and CCTuaait' m  i t  a s  i f  he were an
'-^ ^ 'rg ^ rv ^ r  'h ^& K p'than  an in s id e r ,  f i i i l e  Bosman was ashamed 

avoided ta lk in g  about i t ,  i t  seems 
. / ^ . ^ "  'thGu^y i|h$  .’eas fiis t way fo t him to  d eal w ith  h ie  shame 

. \ „ ; ^ s . t 6  langh 'lat i tv
,  . 'unclear w hether Bosman imposed th e  stigma on

-^■ .T H ti& lf' (herice th e  change o f  naae t o  Henren Malan and th e  
^  e a r ly  r e c lf i ’a -lik e  e r ie te ic e 24) o r  vdiether he  d id  in  

ll'fack rec d iv i p re ju d ic ia l trea tm en t fro n  th e  so c ie ty  in



Sfcona Jug , one o f  i t s  nora se rio u s p ie ce s , Bosman 
describaa  th e  new s u i t  he was having made a s  a  re le ase  
p r iv i le g e . I t  v as  a ’b e au tifu l job" (page 212).

And th e re  would be no m atters cn th e  ja c k e t o r  
tro u se rs . I  d id  n o t Jotow th a t ,  i n  a c tu a l 
r e a l i t y ,  I  would never again  i n  a y  l i f e  vsaar a 
s u i t  th a t  d id  not.have numbers on i t .  I  d id  c o t 
know than  how a  man who has once been i n  p rison  
f e e ls  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h is  l i f e  when h e  i s  
o u ts id e . For I  l e f t  p riso n  twenty years  ago.
And I  have been conscious f o r  every  nm e n t of 
th e  tim e, s ince  then , th a t  I  am an ex-convict.
Every s u i t  I  wear has go t p risc n  m utters 
p la s te re d  cn i t .  .. i f  th e  world c a n 't  see  those  
m a te r s ,  I  can ( . . . )  I t  vias on ly  when I  go t 
in to  th e  ou tsid e  world th a t  I  d iscovered th a t  
I  would always have msifcefs m  ay  ja ck e t and 
a  broad arrow cn Che s e a t o f  by  pan ts.
(Cold S t^m  J t c .  page 213)

Qee can . specu la te  th a t  such o f  th e  stigma i s  
p e rso n a lly  f e l t  and n o t pub lic ly  imposed. T his i s  c lear  
i n  th e  sentence, " I f  th e  world c a n 't  see  th o se  n a tte r s ,

Although he  had resumed h is  Cm name by  th e  time 
co ld  Sf/Tfte Jury waig p u b lis h e d ,^  Boatman s t i l l  made every 
e f f o r t  t o  keep h is  l i t e r a r y  l i f e  se para te  from h is  
p e rsona l oms; h e  r a r e ly  spoke about h is  crim e o r  i t s
punishment. to e  took y e s  w ri tte n  a s  a  c a th a rt ic
experience, and cnce th e  c a th a rs is  had been ach ieved , he 
was no longer w illin g  to  be consciously id e n tif ie d  w ith 
th e  bockl26

to e  honour enployei i n  th e  bode i s  d irec te d  n o t  only 
a t  th e  rea d e r , th e  priscn  and th e  conv icts , b u t i s  o ften  
d ire c te d  a t  Bosman him self. As quoted e a r l i e r ,  Bosman 
sa id  o f  w ri tin g  about p rison

. . .  th e se  a re  th ings th a t  nefcody should pen.
For cna th in g , you c a n 't ,  to u  on ly  mate a  fo o l 
o f  y o u rse lf  i f  you t r y .
( Ib id , page 69)



He iB pltos iirreed la te ly  th a t  I s  a  fo o l -  and th a t  
C hris Lessing (o r anycne e ls e  who w rite s  s t r u t  p risc n ) i s  
a  foo l?  having aasimed th is  p e rsm a  ( th a t  o f  a  fo o l)  he 
i s  a b le  t o  Chrcnlole M b eg ierienoes la rg e ly  b y  play iz^1 
th e  f o o l .27

tf c t l te  le s a ln g 's  work which i s  an autoblr^rephy, 
Bosman'a i s  au tobicgraphioal. By drawing on h ia  own 
jg p e rian c es , Bosman dsyeloped a  fm ew oek  f o r  w ri tin g  
about th e  p riso n , h i t  i t  was by drawing on saneene e ls e 's  
experiences, and h is  cwi Imagi na t io n , th a t  he was ab le  to  
c o n s tru c t an autobiographical novel. Sere of th e  
In c id e n ts  he wrote about we%6 drawn fro n  o th e r  p eop le 's  
ta l e s  o f  jspdsonm ent, such a s  L essing 's? f o r  example, 
Bosman w rite s  a t  leng th  about th e  way prisofterii. S tarted  
studying  and w ritin g  th e i r  au tob iographies;. Bosman l e f t  i, 
t h e  P re to r ia  P rison  in  1930, th re e  years be fo re  le asin g  
a rr iv e d  th e re ; Lessing was one o f  th e  f i r s t  p risoners  to  
req u e s t and be gran ted  peanteBicn to  study  in  j a i l .  The 
h i la r io u s  pssaagas re fe r r in g  to  t h i s  i n  Cold s to r e  Jug 
(pages 160 -  167) a re  undeniably a  response to  th e  
giTfCTinnocp w ith  td iid i Leasing undertook h is  s tu d ie s . /

As d iscussed in  th e  p m d o u s  chap te r, Lessing f e l t  
t h a t  he was d if fe re n t  f i m  th e  other, p r ia c n a a .  He d id  
n o t  be liev e  th a t  he was a  crim inal a t  h e a r t o r  th a t  h e  was 
a t  a l l  l ik e  them, t o  nonetheless accepted h i s  pemisfment 
and d id  n o t p retend to  be g u i l t le s s .  L es siiq  devotes nary  
passages to  h is  fee lin g s o f  d ifferen c e  and o f  n e t 
be longing.

S i  Cold stcme Juo . Bosman, too , claim s th a t  he  te a  
d i f f e r e n t  f rc o  th e  o th e r  conv icts , l o r  example, he  w rites  
t h a t  he was th e  on ly  g u il ty  convict i n  th e  fir&c 
o ffe n d e rs ' s e c t im . In  r e a l i t y  h e  5<g£ d i f f e r e n t  -  be  had 
a  u n iv e rs ity  education. He d o e sn 't  p u t i t  q u i te  l ik e  th a t  
thought he says in stead , v im  describ ing  h is  revu ls ion  of 
some o f  th e  prison  p rac tic es



A ll r ig h t ,  i t  was p rig g ish  o f  ms t o  have cluqg

re sp a c ta b ili ty ,  bu t th e  f a c t  remains th a t  5  was : 
on ly , a f t e r  a l l ,  a  f i r s t  offender.
( M d ,  page 43) -----

F i r s t  o ffenders were incarce rated  se p a ra te ly  frcei 
"b lue-coats" , o r  those  serving th e  indeterm inate  sentence. 
F i r s t  o ffe nders were, a t  th a t  tim e, he ld  i n  s o l i t ary  
c onfinenaxt w hile  b lue -coats liv e d  in  canmmal cel l s . 
TaMdng was an e x e r t io n  to  t h i s  ru le ,  fa r  he requested  a 
s o l i ta r y  c e l l . 28

Erving Goifman, i n  Aevluna. c la s s i f i e s  th e  p r iso n  as 
a  t o t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  /

A to t a l  in s t i tu t io n  nay be defined a s  a  p la ce  o f ' 
residence  and work where a  la rg e  number o f " ■■ 
lik e - s i tu a te d  ind iv iduals , c u t ' o f f  fro n  th e  
w ider so c ie ty  f o r  an appreciable  pe riod  o f  tim s, ,
to g e th e r  lead  an enclosed, form ally adm inistered , 
round o f  l i f e . ,
(Goffman, page' 11)

Prison  i s  c le a rly  an acanyie of a  t o t a l  in s t i tu t io n  
b u t i t  rH ffars  frm i o th e r  such in s t i t u t im s ,  e .g .  mental 
asylums, ba rracks, c lo is te rs ,  because a l l  i t s  inmates a re  
being  pm iahed f o r  Crimes a ^ d n s t  pecp le , p rcpe rty  o r  th e  
s ta t e .  Bi o th a r  t o t a l  i n s t i tu t im s ,  t r a ini ng o r  cure  a re  
th e  aim s, w hile  in  th e  p r is m ,  th e  m ajor aim  ̂  i s  
punishment. There a re  many who be liev e  th a t  th e  aim of 
th e  p r isc n  i s  cu ra tiv e , in  th a t  i t  r e h a b ilita te s
o ffe n d ers , b u t from th e  evidence o f  recddiv iah  (discussed 
below) a s  w ell a s  fm n  th e  l i t e r a r y  te x ts  .',4Mdned^>ete, 
i t  can b e  th a t  South A frican priruiy- "« re# to ta l
in s t i tu t io n s  vdiich serve no o th e r  ro le  b u t to  i

to e  t o t a l  in s t i tu t io n  to io h ' has 'sbocmpasaing 
te ndenc ies• provides a  so c ia l world f o r  its -  inmates, 
ccn p le te ly  f re e  o f  con tac t w ith  th e  World o u tr id 'H e x ce p t 
f o r  s t r i c t l y  monitored v is i to r s ) .  L ife , »ai5i i t l l  i t s  
mundane a c t iv i t ie s ,  such a s  s leep ing , working, ea ting , 
r e la x in g , i s  conducted in  m e  p lace , ami i s  regu la ted  
a  group o f  a u th o ri tie s .



I n  c o ld  s to n e  J a g  B oenan i l l u s t r a t e s  how S w a r tk le i  
G r e a t  P r i s o n  i s  A t o t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  He t a k e s  tin  i n t o  i t s  
s o c i a l  w o rld  b y  t e l l i n g  u s  s t o r i e s  o f  e v e ry d a y  e v e n ta .  

G o ffa a n  w r i t e s i  |  ,
T he  w o rld  v ie w  o f  a  g ro u p  f u n c t i o n s  t o  s u s t a i n  
i t s  n em bers  a n d  e x p e c te d ly  p r o v id e s  t h a a  w i th  a  
s e l f - j u s t i f y i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own
s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a  p r e ju d i c e d  v ie w  o f  n o n - a e e b e r s .
( I b i d ,  p a g e  8) \ ,

Bosman c h r o n ic l e s 1 t h i s  i d e a  i n  C o ld  S to h e  J u o  w here  
t h e  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  c o n v ic t s  -  b l u e - e d a t s ,  s h o r t -  
t im e r s  a n d  f i r s t  o f f e n d e r s  -  a l l  t r y  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  own 
s i t u a t i o n s  a n d  show  r e s e n tm e n t  o f  m em bers t o f  o t h e r  
g r o u p s .  A l l  ^K O up|, h o w ev e r, a r e  u n i t e d  i r i  t h e i r  h a t r e d  
f o r  o t h e r  s e l f - j u s t i f y i n g  g r o u p s , t h e  w ard e rs ;: a n d  p r i s o n  
s t a f f  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a d d  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l l  
c o n v i c t s .  E ach  p r i s o n e r ,  e x c e p t  Beam an, c la im s  h i s  
in n o c e n c e ,  a n d  t h i s  i n  t u r n  l e a d s  them  a l l  t o  B e lo n g  t o  
a n o th e r  , s e l f - j u s t i f y i n g  g ro t ip ,  t h i s  t im e  p r e j u d i c e d ,
a g a i n s t  g e n u in e ly  g u i l t y  o f f t f l d e r e  -  l i k e  B o sq a n , t h e  
m u r d e r e r .  ;

B osm an 'e  i r o n i c  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  h e  w as the 'j o n ly  g u i l t y  
p r i s o n e r  i n  t h e  w ho le  o f  S w a r tk le i  G re a t  P r i s o n  a l lo w s  h£m 
e v e n  m ore  d i s t a n c e  fro m  h ia  i iu b j s t i t  a n d  e n a b le d  him  t o  
c o n s e n t  a s  a n  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r .  . t

B l u e - c o a ts  a r e  c o n v ic t s  who h a v e  beejn 
h a b i t u a l  c r i m i n a l s . T hey  s e r v e  i n d e te r m i n a te  s e n te n c e s ,  
r a n g in g  from  s i x  t o  n in e  y e a r s ,  a n d  w ea r  a  p r i s o n  u n ifo rm
d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  o n e  w orn  b y  f i r s t  o f f e n d e r s . ( T h e ir  
" " f  i s  d e r iv e d  fro m  t h e i r  b lu e  u n i f o r m s .)  B ospan ,
a l th o u g h  n o t  a  b l u e - c o a t ,  o f f e r s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e
b l u e - c o a t  w h ic h  h e lp s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  g ro u p in g .

I n  o n e  o f  t h e  m ore  s e r i o u s l y  in te n d e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  
C o ld  s to n e  J u o .  Bosman d i s c u s s e s  the "b l'.-e -c b a ts '! ’ a t  some 
l e n g t h .  He d e s c r ib e s  t h e  p a t h e t i c  cyclm  o f  t W h a b i t u a l
c r i m i n a l  a s  f o l lo w s ;  «



Btffi when he i s  even tua lly  discharged f rc a  

g S d  P lt e ad^ n o t  O l c ^ t o

S  r t w t s s s s v M s
world th a t  has fo rgo tten  him during those  long 

a t ^ n y ^ L e  during  th e  
f iv e  se e rs  o f  peetoation he g e ts  convicted on th e  
r o s t  rtinor offeftos, eonetiiing fo r  which he  could 
g e t a  f iv e  pound f in e  o r  a  few days W riso n m m t 
he goes bade tq .se rv e  th e  indeterm inate se n ta ice  
a l l  ever ag aiji .29 
(op d t ,  page 11)

S ho rtly  a f t e r  t h i s ,  Bosman w rite s  again o f  th e  b lm -c o a ts t 
1 no ticed  th a t  w ith  each year th a t  passed , th e

se itenoe d id  n o t seem to  a c t  a s  a  d e te r re n t t o  
rec id iv ism . ( . . . )  in  terms of priso n  iro n y  th e  

" i . s . "  have l<mg ago been " in te rp re ted  as 
s ig n ify in g  "I'm  S e ttled " .
( Ib id , page 12)

•Ujs a t te n t io n  and hpace sAidh Bosman g ives t o  tiie  
.+<» t e s t i f y  t o  t h e i r  s ta tu s  and in fluence  in  th e

Bk p riso n  th e  b lue -coat occupi es  a  p o s it io n  o f  
sane degree a£ importance. He doesn t  r a &  as 
h id i  as a  bead w arder, m ^ba. But h is  soc id l 
standing i s  c e r ta in ly  a  considerable c u t  ob^re
th a t  o f" a  w arder-recxuit. u
(Ib id , page 12)

Bosman re linqu ishes h is  ro le  a s  fo o l and a s s is e s  one 
o f  a  genuinely concerned c i t iz e n  to  cannent on th e  
inc reas ing  degree of recidivism . Mlchal Foucault, in  

r ~> u .^ a h -  rfaarrihaB how th e  s t a t e  and th e  
p r i s m  system a re  responsible  f o r  th is  rec id iv ism  by 
c re a tin g  a  o f  delinquents who have a  spe c i f i c  ro le
to  p la y  i n  a s s is tin g  th e  po lic e  to  m aintain c o n tro l over 
crim inals , bo th  i n  and ou t of p riso n . P risons do no t 
dim in ish  th e  crim e ra te?  Foucault w rite s i



'

Detention causes recidivism ? those  leaving 
p e  s m  liave ne re  chance than  before  o f  goiig  
hack to  i t ?  ccnvic ts a re ,  
pcoportlcn , fon re r iim S e s .

ve ry  high

1, page 265)

Ite c i t e s  French s t a t i s t i c s  to  i l l u s t r a t e  t h is .
R e d tiiv isa  i s  Set in  m o tif-  when fcao^r ccrw icts a re  

den ied  erploymant because th e y  a re  seen to  t o  : 
u n tz u s m b r t i^  they  a re  forced  to  r e to r t  t o  crime in  

t,o surv ive . Seme form er p riso n ers  remain under 
yol l f a  . su rveillance , seme have t o  ad to re  to  s tr in g e n t 

c a id it io n s . Many -  a s  Bosman records -  r e tu rn  to  

p r i s m  soon a f te r  th e i r  r e le a s e .31
As w ell ok th e  b lue -coats , Bosman describaa  another 

o f  th e  s e lf - ju s tify in g  g rm ^s , th e  "dagga-roefcers". In  
g e n e ra l, th e re  was a  la rg e  overlap  o f  th e  two g ro fls r  and 
th e y  were th e  two groups which h e ld  th e  moat fasc ina tion  
f o r  him. Bosman admits to  having te e n  a  dagga a idker, bu t 

th a t  t h i s  was a  r a re  a c t iv i ty  cm h ia  p a r t ,  fo r  in  

p r i s m ,  he claim s, dagga
number g f  references he makes t o  i t  throughout th e  took  
in d im te e  th e  d e n y  w ith  which h e  describes t h i s  sc a rc ity .

thja "xocfeers11 and t t o  b lu e -co ats , Bosman
tjo rld  o f  fan tasy  and reaatkab le  s to ry te llin g .' 

ap p lie s  vhis own s k i l f u l  n a rra t iv e  technique in
dote o f  th e  s to r ie s  he  heard  in  p r is e d .3 

5he way Bosnito pxm m ts th e  s to r ie s  a l e r t s  u s  to  h is  own 
untrustw orthiness a s  a  s to r y te l le r ,  t e  does th i s  i n  a t  
le a s t  two ways. F i rs t ly ,  h e  admits t o  being a  dagga-
rrvftm- a f t e r  making Statements about th e  un trustw arthiness 
o f  such people, and secondly h is  constan t irony  in  ta lk in g

. . . . . .  ___— , = b Ossrft-heabout h im self and t t o  o t t e r  p r iso ie ra  .. 
jyviwHar- t o  th e  u n r e l ia b i l i ty  t o  w iatos h is  n a rra to r  to

$ " tru th fu l"

a le r t s  th e  reader a l l  th e  time to  t t o  
f a c t  th a t  t o  cannot reproduce what a c tu a lly  happened in

' I / :



th e  r*^"™  -  1)6 say8 '  f o r  saaupW , th a t  th e  p r i s m  sm gs 
i n  th e  p r is m ,  and cannot be su ccessfu lly  rendered 

ou ts id e  th e  p r is m  w orld. H is su sta ined  ir o n ic  tone  
leaves us questioning w hether th e re  i s  a y  t r u th  a t  a l l  in  

m id  atone Juo.
K enan e p m t a  l o t  o f  h i s  t in e  w ith  th e  " rockers" : 

th e y  to ld  good s to r ie s ,  s to r ie s  which helped  to  p a ss  th e  
t i n e  i n  th e  p r is m  work p la ce , and s to r ie s  which a re  th e
raw - ^ " 1  o f  Cold Stone JUg. Mary of th e  rockers  were
a ls o  b lue -coats , who had many a fasc in a tin g  t a l e  t o  t e l l .

b t o e ^ t i '
s p i r i t  was th e  c i ty .
(op c i t ,  page 42)

Bosman cem ents m  th e  type  o f  s to r y te l l in g  th a t  
ta k es  p iece  i n  th e  p r is m .  Ohis mode o f  s to r y te l l in g  i s  
th e  raw fro n  tii ic h  hooks w ri tte n  about p r i s m  a re
o r a f tS .  . m a l l  the bocks discussed in this study , th e re

a re  references to  th e  y a m s, th e  fa n ta s ie s , th e  dreams and , 
th e  ta re -fa ce d  l i e s  which ccnv ic ts  t e l l .  Boston i s  ..
a  « a s t «  at setollingtfaeee tales- t o  th e  e x te n t t h a t  one ,

wonders ju s t  how mudt a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  o r ig in a l: 

ocm structim  be i« a .
a t  a l l  Bosom 's major works, f o r  ex m p le  the . 

fo u r  vo ltnes o f  te r i c o  s to r ie s ,33 one g e ts  an  id e a  o f  
how he re la te s  s to r ie s  through th e  mouths Of h is  
d a ra c te e s ,  sudh a s  ttie  u rtestocectiiy  Qaa B cta lk  tou reoa .
I t  i s  questionable whether o r  n o t he  i s  c r to t in g  a  s im ila r  
p e rsm a  in  r ^ ld  S tm e  Juo,  o r  w hether h e  i s  r e la t in g  th e  
ta le s  a s  h e  heard then , and l e f t  them un fin ished  because
th a t  i s  how they  were l e f t  in Sw artklei G reat P r is m .
U ltim ate ly  i t  does n o t m a tte r. M iat m a tte rs  i s  th a t  he
has based MS bock on to e  i s a a  th a t  such ta l e s  to c k  in
"boriJ" (p r i sm ) . As U m e l  Abrahams w ri te s  th e  bock i s  

la rg e ly  a  "racon teu r's holiday".
Boston's in te r e s t  i n  c o llec tin g  s to r ie s  i s  evidenced 

i n  h is  d e s ire  always t o  fce near a  b lue -coat:



a  ra n  l ik e  th a t  anywhere, and a  s to ty  
syniH  flow  frcra him I t i s  blood f ro n  a  wound.

g e y  ware m erely b a tte re d  recep tac les  o f 
r tca d ss j ta rn ish ed  and ru s te d  cm ta in ea s  c u t oi 
tf iic h  strange  ta le s  is su e d , l i k e  d jiim s o u t of 
magic b o t t le s .
( Ib id , page 42)

f a n s  a s  w ell th a t  he socn acquired, a  bad nans

in  prison ,
i  always lis te n e d  w ith such grave -j

in te r e s t  to  t i a t  he had to  say , and I  always :
laughed a t  th e  r ig h t  p la ce s , and I  a ls o , in  . >
t i r e ,  began consciously, t o  acquire  th e  b lua - 
c d e t 's  nude of speech.
( Ib id , page 42).

•Bb  b e s t  ya rn s, th e n , cams from th e  b lu e -c o ats , i l l  
o f  whan -  i n  Bosman's Iro n ic  t a l a  -  were r easonab ly  prdud 
t o '  be b lue -coats , un lik e  t h e . f i r s t  o ffenders t t o  were h i l  
-  t e r  cne -  im o c en t . te e  innocasts a lso  had th e i r  „ 

-  ge n e ra lly  about how th e y  were fraded, 
w h ld i policeman was responsib le  f o r  th e i r  a r r e s t  and what 
s o r ts  o f  th e y  e n te r ta in ed  shout being released .
B tm  th e  i r e r y  w ith  w bidi Branan describes th e  f i r s t  
•offenders and th e i r  innocence, i t  i s  obvious th a t  he had •

tepng th e  o ld  offenders th e re  te a  a ls o  a  p re tty  
S u b s tan tia l p roportion  t h a t  was innocent (o r 
th a t  had b s a i  framed) b u t  th e  percentage of 

. irmocent mem was n o t n e a r ly  so  high  a s  among th e  
f i r s t  o ffenders . But I  f e l t  v e ry  dism al th e re , 
a l l  th e  same, a s  th e  erne g u il ty  man chucked in  
w ith  a  whole l o t  o f  innocent l a s t s ,  and 
gn lfa iaaa  sim pletons who were only t r y in g  to  do 
sotebedy e ls e  a  favour, and angels w ith  la rge , 
w hite r in g s , and p la s te r  s a in ts  . . .
(Ib id , page 85)

t e e  yarns o f  th o se  raconteurs who admitted th e i r  
g u i l t ,  u su a lly  th e  b lu e -c o ats , ranged in  q u a lity  and 
n-m+anf. n tw e  w a s  those  which to ld  o f  p rison  h is to ry , 
o f  th e  id io syncrasies  o f  th e  warders and th e  c onvicts , o r  
o f  th e  d e ta i l s  o f  t h e i r  c rim es, te e  t a l e  o f  Huysmans th e





m irder, th e  r e tr ie v e ,  th e  f an ta s ie s  o r  h is  nervous break-1 
dcroi, b i t  he irs re ly  p rea a itg  th e  prison  experience frcm 
th e  potae  o f  view  o f  th a  obsetver. I t  i s  s s  i f  he could 
n o t  Invade h is  owl p rivacy . Mdcscn i s  la rg e ly  cQtrect  -  
a lthough th e  f a c t  t h a t  Bosran w rote th e  bock ImpUes an 
a lem a tt o f  so u l search ing . He chose t o  t i t l e  i t  
''urdnpasBioned" to  g ive  th a  book s s  nuc^i o b je c tiv ity  as 
p o ss ib le . S t a t i s t ic a l ly ,  Cold s ta te  Jba  seens
uniipaB siaied , t u t  i t  i s  i n  f a c t  f i l l e d  w ith  p a s s im .

Basmsn's d m a n ic le  i s  n o t dirano2ogd,cally ordered -  
he begins w ith  a  preamble describing; h is  I n i t i a l  
in c arce ra tio iy  then  h e  jumps to  d a i ly  l i f e  .in th e  pciscsi, 
b e fo re  tak ing  ua In to , th e  ^ U ow a  c e l l  r nAere he spent 
sobb t i M  a w a itijq  death  o r  te$aiflvQ.=. I t  was eh ly  a f te r  
h i s  re p tie sa  th a t  be was placed  ancey th e  £ ir p t  offenders, 
and spent h ia  tim e vdth th e  blxie-<Dats.

Boaren vbs c a if in e d  to  th e  con&nnad' c e l l s  in  
E re to rla  Ceifenal1 priscm fd r  on ly  .ten  days, y e t he v a ite s  
o f  th e  expariaK e a s  i f  4 t  w eis V eiy le ig th y . The e f fe c ts  
o f  t i e  in p a re e m tlm  a s  a, cmdeaned Tan were obvidualy fax- 
readd itg ."  -In a  way> ta» ip repactional space he accords i t  
shoes how deeply i t  a ffec te d  him. On th e  su rface , Bosnan 
d escribes th i s  gartori i n  an uniagassiyned to n e , a s  i f  th e  
experience d id n 't  r e a l ly  a f f e c t  him. .But th d  fetit. th a t  he  
describes i t  a t  a l l  in d ic a te s  i t s  sign ificance  t o  him.

Cue of Bosnian's aims in  th e  w ritin g  o f  to ld  Stone J uct 
seems to  have h e m  a  c a tiia r tic  experience t o  help  him self 
d e a l w ith  th e  memory o f  h is  inprisceinent and h is  tim e as 
a  rsondentisrt man.

The m a jo rity  o f  books dep icting  prison  experience in  
Soutii A frica  describe  th e  physical layout o f  th e  p riso n  in  
g re a t  d e ta i l .  Every w ri te r35 who has spen t any tim e a t  
a l l  i s  B re tarta  C entral Eriacm r e fe r s  a t  leng th  t o  th e  
ga llons which a re  s itu a te d  th e re . Bcsnen i s  th e  on ly  one 
o f  a l l  th ese  w ri te r s  # o  was in  f a c t  sentenced to  death , 
and bo l iv e d  f o r  seme t in e  in  th e se  gallows c e l l s ,  th e



ccmdeemed c e l l s .  His d e s c r ip t im  o i  th e  death  c e l l  and 
th e  a c tu a l ga llons thus d i f f e r s  v a s t ly  frcm th e  
de scrip tio n s of o th e rs . I t  I s  f i r s t  hand.

m  Cold Stone Juo Boaman i s  a s icem ed  to  describe  h is  
so joao l i n  th e  death  c e l l  w ith  a s  much hurour and 
detachment as p o ss ib le , and a s  H A efly  and a s  e a r ly  i n  th e  
bock as' i s  app rop ria te . A t th e  conclusion Of h is  memoirs 
front th e  death  c e l l ,  Bosnan w rites

I  d o n 't  want t o  waste any nc re  tim e w ritin g  
about th e  condemned c e l l .  I  ’flant t o  g e t  on w ith 
th e  n e s t s a r t  o f  t h i s  s to ry . I n  f a c t ,  I  r a n t  to  
g e t o u t o f th e  ccndetmsd c e l l  as quick a s  
po ss ib le . As guide a s  I  g o t o u t o f  i t  th a t  
a fternoon when th e  Governor cane up and in fon ied  
s e  th a t  I  had been reprieved .
(IhLd, page 31)

P r io r  t o  th a t ,  however, Boanante d e sc r ip tio n s  o f 
‘be ing  sentenced to  death  and l iv in g  f o r  se v e ra l weeks36 
w ith  another ccsriemned nan, S to ffe ls ,  a re  bo th  chi l l i n g 
and unnMVingly hm oraus. The t w  condemned men believed  
th a t  to d  . nothing to  lo se  by breaking a l l  th e  ru le s ,
by shouting ' and laughing, by te as in g  t i e  warders  and 
play ing  p ra c tic a l jokes continuously.

Before o ffe rin g  a  desc r ip t i on o£ th e  condemned c e l l ,  
Bosnan describes m urderers. Murderers seldom beocne 
b lu e -co ats , because

MUrrier being th a  crim e i t  i s ,  i t  i s  u n lik e ly  
th a t  anytcdy w i l l  f e e l  ID®  conroitting i t  
a  number o f  t in e s .  Bar th a t  m a tte r, y o u 're  n o t 
allowed to  cemrait nm der a  number o f  tim e s .. .
(Ib id , page 14)

Unlike those  w ith  indeterm inate  sen tences, and o the r 
o ffenders, murderers do n o t r e a r  d is t in c t iv e  uniforms.

B i a s  i s  no need f o r  men to  $ u t any 
d is tingu ish ing  marks on a  m urderer's c lo th es . 
C a in 's  mark i s  th e re  f o r  a l l  t o  reed . Mirder i s  
a  doomed sign  to  wear art your brew.
(Ib id , page 14)

With t h i s  serious in troduc tion , Bosran takes th e  
in to  th e  gallows wing o f  Sw artklei G reat P r ism .



Cm tenned oeU s a te  ed jM en t t o  th e  g a l lw s ,  and 
mrKtomw i men a re  confined th e re  f o r  any m etier o f  weeks 
o r  ncnthfl -  Pocman w rites  th a t  i t  can be fzoat f iv e  weeks 

to  te a  m r th s .
^■viHng a l l  th i s  t i n s  th e  shadcw o f  th i s  hanging 
I4ee l i t e  a  p a l l  over th e  inmates o f  th e  p r is m ,  
warders a s  w ell as convicts .
( Ib id , page 15)

M-ma, o f  th e  p riso n ers  l ik e s  t o  know th a t  th e re  a re  
fmyfmned HSi i n  th e  prison , bu t t h e i r  pessenca psassatee  
th e  e n t i r e  p lace . th e  prison

i s  dominatetiz s p ir i tu a l ly  a s  w ell as 
a rc h itie c to ia lly , bu t th e  gallows diaatoar, viipsa 
doo rs ' r-iae u p ,| massive and. fo rb idd ing , a t  th e  

o f  th e  main wing in  th e  bu ild ing .
( Ib id , page 14)

t o t  every  prison  has a  gallows t P re toeto  C e itr a l  i s  
Iokm i a s  th e  -Hanging j a i l  \  f o r  i t  i s  thews th f tt  South 
A fr ic a 's  take  p la ce .27 In  most o f  th e

W ritten about South A fr ic a 's  p r iso n s , tjiq  swigs 
sung t o  th e  contemned c e l ls  in  P re to r ia  C e n tra l B rie m  a re  
described . B& y axe  sad , poignant songs, sometimes 
r e l ig io u s , scmetimes p o l i t ic a l ,  a l ta r s  n o ticeab le . As th e  
d a te  o f  execution grow  c lo se r , th e  sing ing  i s  reputed  to  
g e t  lo u d e r, and mcee in te n se .38 Bogman and e to ffS ls  d id  
n o t  s in g , they  merely laughed oontinw aisly and u n se ttle d  

th e  o thec  conv ict s .
The c e l l s  o f  th e  reg u la r  p riso n e rs  a re  unlocked 

s l i g h t ly  latte  on th e  m ailing o f  an  execution, to s tan  
rin ftm  th a t  on th e  nam ing  o f  a  hanging, everything in  
immwi p riso n  rou tine  i s  delayed t y  h a lf  an hour, o r  as 
long a s  i t  takes to  complete th e  execution.

file  man in  th e  ccndam ed. c e l l  must n o t be 
allow ed to  know taw n e a r  M s hou r has a c tu a lly  
cobb. Ihey say i t  i s  a l l  done v a ry  e f f ic ie n t ly .
Oiey say i t  takes le s s  than  two minutes £ran  th e  
s c n m t th e  hargnan has unlocked th e  door o f  th e  
condened c e l l  u n t i l  he has g o t th a  p risoner 
tru sse d  and pinioned and w ith  th e  rope around 
h is  neck, w aiting fo r  th e  trap -doo r t o  f o i l .
(Ib id , page 15 -  16)



su$posedly vodtea o f  th e  h o rro r I n  th e  
he claim s to  p re fe r . Ebvevar, 

B eaaan 's a lleged  urdnpaflslODad tone  i s  packed w ith 
e c o t im , i n  etresig c c n tra s t  t o  h ie  s ta te d  aim  in  th e  
s u b t i t le .  One cannot fo rg e t how c lo se  Bosman was to  
b e c a d jq  one o f  these  two-minute s t a t i s t i c s ,  flsdiaps h is  
fee lin g s  about h i s  impending death  had been s u p te se e d  find 

: mmbed over tim e do th a t  he  was a b le , a lirost 20 years 
l a t e r ,  t o  w ri te  about them only  i n  an uniBpassioned way. 
t o  occasionally  breaks through th e  d is tance  he has 
c re a te d , to  admit

I  d is l ik e  according so  mx*i space to  th e  d e ta i l s  
"  ,tiie hangings, b u t thesy  th ings loom l ik e  a 

"  th e  tim e, l ik e  a: th e  $adflcn a B  th e  tim e, l ik e  an 
tidour, atid th^y  make l i f e  in s id e  th e  
lo t gloom ier than  i t  would otherw iselo t  gloomier 

( I t id ,  .page 16)

c e l l s .  He wasBosman was n o t alone- 1 in  th e  
sapeta ted  from h is  ocm prian , S to ffe ls ,

by two rows o f  ba re  and vdre  n e ttin g , vfoich 
formed a  l i t t l e  passage in  * i d i  th e  warder cn 
duty paced up and to m .
(Ib id , gasp 16)

Bosaan's mamcies o f  th e  death  c e l l  a re  'o n ly  th e  
BBsiois, th e  BOKface th in g s , which I  have 

e n o t TPflHtiBfl a t  a l l .*  ( Ib id , page 17.)
The c a re fu lly  chosen "ex te rnal impressions" a re  

Bossan's «sy o f  in d ic a tin g  th a t  he i s  being  iro n ic .
U ti death  c e l l  had a  d if fe re n t meaning when " a f te r  

ti to ffe ls  had been hanged ( I  r ea liz ed )  hew much I  missed 
him, and bow l i t t l e  I  toew about him, re a l ly ."  ( Ib id , page 
2S)

S to ffe ls , o r  th e  perscn  on v d m  he i s  r e a l ly  
modelled, was probably th e  n e s t  impnruaht ccnpanicn BMBian
had in  a l l  th e 'y e a rs  a t  S e e rtk le i G reat P r is a i .  A ltiia # i 
he  was s ia p ly  a  bzriefly  f e l t  o th e r  presence , about whom "I 
was never ab le  t o  f e e l  ( . . . )  th a t  he was a  man i n  th e

y:

i



tre rid  o f  man" (Ib id , page 29), th e y  aharad eg expecience 
vtitdx very few people ahaie  and l iv e  to  remember. Both 
had k i l l e d  end were w aiting  f o r  t b a l r  oan l iv e s  t o  end. 
N e ith e r  was fee lin g  "tco  good" about t h i s .  ( Ib id , page 8 .)

A fte r  S to ffe ls  was hanged, " i t  w asn 't th e  sane 
anymsoa e&en Z wss l e f t  alone  in  th e  txndem ed c a l l ."  
( t td d , page 29.)

Perhaps i t  was th e  f e a r  artf, th e  marozy o£ being  alone 
a n l  vu lne tah le  V*iidi le d  Bosran t o  b e friend  tfie  gregarious 
bluB -coats a f te r  h ia  rep rieve , fte was, a s  a  f i r s t  
o ffender, In  a  s o l i ta r y  c e l l ,  and d id  n o t r e n t  t o  vork in  
an  iso la te d  indoor jeb . She b lue -coats  p rovided him w ith  
a  sp e c ia l sense o f  re a lity ?  th e i r  U vea o f  fan tasy  
stititaihad him.

Bai-t of. th e  "fun" o f  Using i a  th e  conddmed c e l l  was 
te a s in g  th e  tia idera , t a k ing  them in to  o^ ep tm isiag  • 
s itu a tio n s  and knowing th a t  th e y  ocvld, n o t roeta o u t any 
s ig n i f ic a n t punishment i n  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  death 
sen tence. Condsmea ■'zxi w e  I s p t  Ijnder .tw rty -fbu ir  hotib 
Burveillance and could engagO -in w ith  th e i r
guards. B ie.guatis were a s  much p riso n ers  a s  t h e i r  vo ids, 
a e  they  Vere locked in  w ith  them a t  n i # t .  I t  th e  guard 
d id  n o t So h ia  jcb  c o rrec tly , f o r  e tanp le  i f  h e  neglected 
t o  n o tic e  t i a t  a  p c isene r was in f l ic t in g  in ju r ie s  on 
h im self , th e  guard could be he ld  resjiensib le  fo r  th e  
in c id en t . Bven i f  tire ssK dar cn du ly  kbs n o t him self 
being, yattihed ovmr a l l  th e  tim e, h e  was by  ia p l ic a t im  
under surveillance.

Surveillance  in  t o t a l  in s t i tu t io n s  i e  c m o ia l t o  
t h e i r  smooth functioning. This i s  po in ted  ou t b y  both 
etffiaan  and Foucault, and i e  ia tplied i n  Bosom 's 
ch ron ic le . In s titu t io n s  su d i a s  th e  p r i s a i  have sp a t ia l  
dL v ie U m  ocasfceucted in  such e  way th a t  oociyanta a re  a t  
a l l  tim es v is ib le  t o  an au th o ri ty , w hether they  a re  aware 
o f  t h i s  o r  n o t. At o th e r  tim es th e y  a r e  made Share o f  th e  
su rveillance  -  they  a re  su b je c t t o  in spections o f  th e i r



~ n P end c£ th s i tC o a te s ,  a n d ti^ y "c an  see  th e  a g a tts  o f 
au rv e i'Ja n ca , t i «  p r i i a .  w as l& i^  During w rk in g  hM ® ,

d _ a » .  < =  t a d  = = 4 ^ . # * '  i i - 1 * - *
bos—  1M c m M  ' t o  I U * < »  a ^ “ a i
ineffletewy. jj; ;i|

While B e a m  w a  to  p z W ^  s W ^ c, a  « e k ly  . 
baaed l a  Johanneam rg| ?. publ i shed  th e  pclscA 

o f  a  newly re le ased  pjLsafrser, lago  'C lif fo rd . Stine 

H o m n  ( . .g .  S j W  » “ « « « )

i—  ^
and sn igg led  |etifc o f  WsaOx^A I b a td a l  * e n  C liffo rd  was 
^ a » a e r t -  to e  reason f o r  th e  iiepequlaticn. i s  .the  a s tu te  
and. e com ata  d e sc r ip td m s of, t i e  g a U » e  and th e  hanging 
n r o c k ta e .  Bosman, a s  a^’cond&ned aan , W i t  have been

b u t th a i  a g ain , he m ight no t- 
a re  Bosnian's ( i . e .  th e  cnes.. 
■ftifl SHanbeJcl .  th ay  a re  worthy of 
le g o  C l if f  orti .filalma to  have met 

a  young studen t -  refined 
He i s  serv ing  a v ssntenM  
labou r, having been ;ooreoj 
r ^ r i e v e i  . . '.  ® »  P*®  
ie  an  A fr ito rd e r  and 
A fric a . But h ^ ^ a s  

. o o lc ad jl accen t. His  ̂
C!he«^ful one? he  has c le a  
was convicted o f  having’ 
Uraovestmble f i t  o f  |  rage  an 
(S ja ^ S k , 5 th  Ju ly  b 2 9 )

i f  bo th  d e sa d p tic ro  
■̂ ih  - stons. JVa and 

xnparisdh .' 
id befriended 
c re a tiv e , p o e tica l, 
o f  t e n  y^ars hard 

oted o f  mizder b i t
i s tuden t i  speak of 

„ i t e d  »6 o lly  i n  South 
t-race w hatever o f  any 
sect i s  a  b r ig h t end 
b lue  v i t a l  eyes. He 

sh o t and k i l l e d  i n  an 
jealousy.

u u iu = u  p ra is es  th e  b lab-eyed p o e t 's  in te l l e s t  and 
ta l m t s ,  and v e r if ie s  I audx. c|e what i s  ravealed about 
p d s c o  conditions i n  CgM gton^ Jug. .. Wk». O if f c td  
a x rived  a t  P re to r ia  C a r tra l,  Bosman was working a s  

a s s is ta n t  l ib ra r ia n ,

in  th e  C arpenter's she®.





howavas un lik e ly  th a t  th a  descrtp tic sia  were Boanan's. 
C liffc m i'a  d e scc ip tim s  axa a  j ia a t la ia l la t  and macators. 

T h is was n o t Boanan's way.
d i f f e e d 'a  < teta lled  and n l^ itm a rlsh  daacxlp ticn  of 

th e  galloM  was accaigani ed by  ske tches, t o  I l lu s t r a te  t i e  
v ^ ro r-  mpre to x e fu U y . I t  would aeaa  th a t  C liffo rd  could 
<to t h i s  because h e  vas n o t coademed to  d ie  by hanging 
v A lla  Baaman was; h e  d id  n o t  need ir c n ic  d is tan c e .

I t  l a  i n  h ia  deaad^rtiana  o f  th e  ga lley s  (and th e  
c e l ls )  and o f  h i s  l a t e r  nervous hceatetown J* a t 

f irm an w rite s  m ast s e rio u s ly , a lthough he  re ta in s  h ia  
l-pw ln teoe  thrcaighout. 3be m a jo rity  o f  th e  bode i s  f a r  
a c re  hum toua, Atri i s  mare e a s i ly  ccoparabla w ith th e  

■ e n ie r ia ic e s  of C h r is to ffe l le as in g .
t v n ^  th e  m a jo rity  o f  p riso n  t e s t s  w ri tte n  in  South 

A fr ic a , Bosaeo's hodc ( l i t e  le a s in g 's )  i s  n o t s p e c if ic a lly  
i n  a  p a r t ic u la r  p o l i t i c a l  con tex t.

B ib took in  f a c t  has ve ry  l i t t l e  t o  lo c a te  i t  in  
a  p a r tic u la r  contex t o f  tim e. (Severa l Boaiian  r a i t i c a  and 
revl @6e rs  have drawn, a t te n t io n  t o  h is  no tion  th a t  a r t  i s  ,
is d e r ^ d e n t  of' coateK t.)3 9 '  He had K . conacious deaire
t o  be an h is to ria n  o r  & so c io lo g is t , d e sp ite  h t s  having 
t i t l e d  ftiirf s t a a  J u j  ..a  "d iren ic le * , which i s  a  te rn  
u su a lly  xesenred f o r  a c e io ^ i is to r ic a l  documaitaticn. 
D esp ite  Bosman's view o f  him self i n  th e  gu ise  o f  an  a r t i s t  

sinp ly  f o r  t i e  aeka o f  " a r t* , Cold pttflMLfflg 
serves a s  a soc io lo g ic a l document o f  p r i s m  l i f e  i n  South 
A frica . i t  in v ite s  grniprd.aons w ith  th e  is su e s  i t  em its. 
Boanan ia  genera lly  regarded a s  a  d i s t in c t ly  South A frican 
w ri te r ,  and O dd  Stone Jtig i s  a  c h ron ic le  o f  a  whites 
en ly , nen only, cecnon-law p r i s m  in  South A frica  o f  tha  
1920s. The South AEricaa-ness o f  th e  bock i s  depicted in  
th e  use of p u re ly  South A frican s la n g . "Boeb" i s  a  word 
f o r  p r is m , "lookers* a re  smokers, and Bosman says o f th is



tSMP
( Ib id , $age 34)

. “ *  W  f
S r o t H e l  ( M l ,  34 .) M
'id e a  to  t u a >  biB t o *  O j J  J H I  t h i s  y e t

I : . , . . .  w<t « rram a. i s  m trusta«stthy .
BOSgpn taiune w  — ------- —
a fttrther todletim- that Ms setsana i s -----------------

" ]  » « « * » '«  book i s  m e d l M l y  t i g n l t to m t  lix-a 
Of I  U t r a t m ,  a lo it'S o fflli M r io n  I«U °™  "  «“  «■..
J  .  w  »  V —

4 it .M a ,  * L c b  a n k t lo m  « m n l i« U y  = # " ,  H ? ”  ,
■ i ™  a d b m d l.1 t o  oussldo. = »  I - 1"

" , C i  t t — m s  u  ' I t  i»  m *  o< oold ,

.luam. m o U o »  t h .  r a l e  «  g U V  . W #  & T »»
;  I  s o o c ^ d j  n  m e g f i t l i g  t w  p c l r a  a» |«d«n=e Hit”  M l 

I ' idien he wri-tea, in  t i e  EpUsgue,

m e  HI nHLO». r
(Odd, page 220) :

c m  o£ th a  s a t i o t  £™ = ° " »  “  de*1
j& a r ty e a r  * « = .  f * .  » o W  * »  « «  to  tW A  tW :  h .

« •  w .  "  «  " W -  " * »
; d e a c d p tlo n  o f  t o h .  t M . t  «W* = voeW.

M m a m U t r  U  to t a l  m t t a x t l a m  Im ™™»™- “  
i I c t f t o g  = d ttri= , d p l e « = e ,  t o = o t e ,  I t l i M d e a n l  

M l a d .  in  p d « ™ ,  I t  i™  oonnotaU or.. IB 1»

„  1 v io t t a  o f I— m U q  W U =  —
m i^BcvieooB, a rd  « i* o U i» »  ’ « « ™  »«1« "

tey^Ui MLUl a  ebe®, eiiiCh aetves to



th a t  tharB a re  aona a m  l a  th e  p r i s m  v*id segaiti 
themselves a s  better and stccb F » e r f u l  than  o th e rs . They 
u se  te i te e y  and o f fe rs  o£ p ro tec tio n  fro o  o th e r  p riso n e rs  

a s  a  means t o  scdciiy.
B lue-cost Eya, a .  f a i r l y  p ran iJ iea tly  d ra m  charac ter 

i n  fk w  et-m* .Tug, r o te  no aectsfc o f  h is  haios@=aial d e s ire  
fOK SesaBn. Bssnm a iM ts  ifrarid y  th a t  he afchonsd 
h a ro g e a ia lity  and th a t  i t s  ex is tence  urmteved him. He d id  
n o t  t e w  how to  d e a l « i th  Pym's a tte n t io n s . He t r i e d  to  

t h a t  th e  a t te n t io n  was coadag fxcm a  wcnao ia  
3 d id  a l l  th e

Oltt WWW=1 e 1 ' 1 ----
laund iy  f o r  th e  male convicts and^m a day 'Jmnan found 
L long dark  h a ir  on h is  c lo th in g . Ife dreamed th a t  tite  

a t te n t io n  m s  caning fsem i t s  a m e r .
n e sp ite  th e  'Zrequmcy o£ h c so se u a lito r  "a 106 o£ ^  

ta lk  in  p r i s m  i s  about w m ai. l& tm a lly ."  (Co-Vi S t^ a  

Jtig , page 78.)
C ontact w ith  waam i s  lim ite d  t o  occasional v i s i t s .  

A ll p-i*™  f ^ n M e a  a re  t o t a l l y  s e g re ^ te d . Bvea v i s i t s  
da n o t provide p riso n e rs  w ith  a  sense  t h a t  th ^ f  a re  
mixing, f o r  these  a re  n o t  p r iv a te  and n o t o f ten . Km in  
fWertng m iss th e  ccspany o f  w arm  aad c t i ld te n ,  and th ^ r  
m W  th e  s e c u r ity  o f  s ta b le  r e la tio n sh ip s . "Ilheo th ^ r  try . 
t o  f o m  re lf ltim sh ip s  w itii o th e r  men, th e se  a re  o £ tm  
v ieeed  a s  h o ra e x u a l. . I t  i s  a s  i f  honest friendsh ip  i s  

n o t pnaaih ia  i n  th e  p riso n .
•Biis i s  b=m e o u t a s  w ri l  by  th e  «ay in  W x ii  the. 

b lue -coats -  o r  any o f  th e  y a m  spiim ers -  axe 9to «x  as 
o f  everyone i n  th e i r  immediate c ir c le  j, Biey 

o f  f h e i r  former acccuplioes w ith  o a n te B p t.S a n e , 
H ire b lue -coat l e x  F ra sa r , t r y  t o  use  th e  ka id  b i i l ^  ^  by 
th e  s to ry te llin g  to  make a  sexual advance.

30s F raser could see  th a t  I  was touched by th e  
n a rx stiv e , ( . . . )  a t  th e  asme tim e th a t  ™ w es

t o  fe e l  a lm g  th e  bade o f  w  1@9S« fo r 
I  was s i t t i n g  c lo se  to  Tec Eteaser.
( Ib id , page 102)



Bosman r e l a t e s  how h e  s u f f e r e d  g r e a t  a n g u is h  as 
a  r e s u l t  o f  Pynt's a d v a n c e s . Pym made a  h a b i t  o f  o b s e rv in g  
Bosm an, a s  he had  f a l l e n  i n  lo v e  w i th  h im . I t  i s  w ith  
some r e l i e f  t h a t  Bosman w r i t e s i

Pym n e v e r  made a n y  hom osexual p r o p o s a l s  t o  me, 
e x c e p t  o n c e , when he w as v e ry  much u n d e r  t h e  
i n f lu e n c e  o f  d a g g a . And I  show ed my r e v u l s io n  
s o  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  he n e v e r  m e n tio n e d  th e  s u b je c t  
a g a in .  B u t i n  h i s  w ho le  a t t i t u d e  h e  r e v e a le d  
h i s  f e e l i n g s  f o r  me. { • •* )  He w as s im p ly
in f a t u a t e d  w i th  me, p h y s i c a l l y :  i t  was
a  d r e a d f u l  and  u n n a tu r a l  i n f a t u a t i o n .  And I  was 
f r i g h t e n e d  o f  i t .
( I b i d ,  p ag e  159)

Pym, a s  a  p r i s o n e r  i n  t h e  p e n a l  s e c t i o n a l  o f  th e , 
p r i s o n ,  b e g an  h i s  " s e d u c tio n "  o f  Bosman b y  a s k in g  him  t o  
a tfa re  h i s  pew d u r in g  c h u rc h  s e r v i c e s .  He u s e d  t o  s e n d  h int 
e x t r a  g r o c e r i e s "  a n d  sw e e ts  b o u g h t frtin t h i s  g r a t u i t y .  
L a t e r ,  w hen Pym was r e l e a s e d  from  th e  p e n a l  s e c t i o n ,  he  
p u r s u e d  Bosman More a c t i v e l y ,  a n d  e v en  came t o  See  him  in  
th e  f i r s t  o f f e n d e r s '  s e c t i o n  on  w ee k en d s . A l l  t h e s e  
g e s t u r e s  w ere  m ost d i s c o n c e r t i n g  f o r  Bosm an, who was 
c ra v in g  fem a le  company and  w as t r y i n g  t o  b e  a  w e l l-b e h a v e d  
f i r s t  o f f e n d e r  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a n  e a r l y  r e l e a s e .  Pym 's 
a t t e n t i o n s  -  w h ich  he  w r i t e s  a b o u t  w ith  a  d i s t i n c t  la c k  o f  
i r o n y  -  w ere  among th e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  B osnian 's 
su b s e q u e n t  n e rv o u s  b reakdow n , w h ich  h e  l a t e r  d e s c r ib e s  a s  
a  d e s c e n t  i n t o  i n s a n i t y .

As su g g e s te d  e a r l i e r ,  p r i s o n s ,  l i k e  m o st t o ta l -  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  em ploy a  c o n s t a n t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  in m a te s  by 
p e r s o n n e l .  T h is  s u r v e i l l a n c e  ta k e s  t h e  form s o f  w ard e rs
on p a t r o l ,  w a rd e rs  o b s e rv in g  th e  c o n v ic ts  a t  w ork and  a t  
r e s t ,  a n d  m ost i n t r u s i v e ,  t h e  b ody  s e a r c h .

B o d y -se a rc h e s  a r e  v e ry  common in  p r i s o n s .  H aro ld  
S t r a c h a n ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r  who was in c a r c e r a t e d  among 
com m on-law  c o n v ic ts  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s d e s c r ib e s  su c h  a  
s e a r c h  in  more d e t a i l .



naked tof wamara xn tn e  -  ™ T "

i S f c S ^ *  3 «  »« fr-  t o  t i i ^  I  was made to  

/Hand Ite llv  M ail, 1965)

Bosman explains th e  need foe  th e  search  ”
caw icts^ - b o ttle  in " 43 i l l i c i t  a r t i c l e s  such a s  da® 
r e d p a p e rs ,  W riting paper, cand les, and tobacco.

*  
jcto i s  done.
(op d t ,  page 60)

seaid ied  re g u la r ly  every  tim e you CTce 
th e  shqee in to  th e  s e c t im .  » «  aren  t  
— i-~  -  Hsrsnase viiat

anywy?

»  th e  se c tic n . x c w a im - ^

anyway?
(Ib id , page 60)

Hhen a  s t r i p  s e e rd i i s  cudeted, th e  procedure ia  
. ja ck e ts  and p a n ts  a re  rescued and th e  searcher 

- te a l s  a l l  over yep" b e fo re  thoroughly searching th e  

c lo th ing .
The n e s t cam only  h id ie i  a r t i c l e  was th e  t in d e r  

box44 ° r ~ * a11Y maraifactured f o r  easy  h id ing ; small
to  fa s ten  h igh  between th e  legs.

= :
^ rm r n r r^ r *  o f f ic e r  and a t  a  formal



Hony etojecta and u se fu l caaned ittes  were thus 
snuggled in to  th e  se c tio n  between th e  le g s and i a  the  

rec tm a  o£ daring c onvicts .
Kgadeea w w ld  v io la te  th e  accepted code o£ 

search  coxlaict, and w o ld  f e e l  h igb  19 th e  th ighs .
to e  on ly  convicts who w a it t o  s ta n d  in  fro n t of 
these  vasdera f o r  search ing  were convicts who 
ravweri nothing fastened  between th a is  le g s; o r  
ajge  they  were p a n sie s , and U ked having 
a  vazdsr pass h is  hanAa a l l  ove r t h a i r  bod ies,

■ (Ib id , page 63)

sawrrh^ng o f  bodies i s  ro u tin e  f o r  bo th  ccxwicts and 
p riso n  pe racm elf th e  p e rs c m e l a te  constan tly  on th e
lir . lr "*'- f o r  dagga. Bosman r e la te s  w ith  g rea t ainusemsnt 
tnO '.insldents « h id i took  p la ce  on th e  same days

Oas day a  o so v ic t saned up h is  hand. Urn 
f ingers veee seveced. com pletely. ( . . . )  B b
w a a r r  nrriored a  COUple Of th e  cm v ic ta  tO p id t
him t p  and c a r ry  him th ro u ^ i th e  un rtuary  gate.
I  have egtplained t h a t  th e  r u le s  la y  i t  down t h a t ' 
every convict passtog  through  frcm th e  voriohcps 
in to  th e  s e e t im  has g o t  t o  b e  searched.
(Ib id , page 93)

This includes s id e  men c a r rie d  through on s tre tch e rs . 
B i l ly  t i e  B astard, th e  w arder co du ty , in s i s te d  a t  
carry ing  ou t h ia  search  an  th e  unconscious man.; h e  claimed 
Mwt f o r  a l l  he l a w  th e  man m ight be  smuggling dagga in to  
th e  ho sp ita l.

trypan takes marahpa d e l ig h t  i n  r e la tin g  »*at 
toEpmed nex t. L a te r  th e  sane day , Slangvel, a  no toriously  
d i r t y ,  anally , dagga-aaddng c onv ic t, sli$$ed  in to  
a  cancEste g e t te r  a rd  in ju re d  h ie  head. Ha to o  ves c a rried  
mcCTiacious thcoucji th e  m ortuary g a te  t o  th e  h o sp ita l.

Bar t i e  eeconi tim e  t i e t  d ^  B illy  th e  Bastard 
was confronted w ith  an  unconscious convict, w ith 
hloort nam ing frcm him being  c a r rie d  through the  
anrfiMry g a te . And t h i s  t i n e  B i l ly  th e  B astard 's 
luck  was ftesd in .  He s a id  he had t o  search the  
convicts fo r  dagga . . .  Ife found enough dagga m  
Slangvel to  r e n te r  a  whole c i t y  mctoisdLais.
(Ib id , page 96)



a ie  search i s  on ly  ana a sp ec t o f  th a
e u s re m s tc e  t o  th e  p r i s m .  CeU s a »  constructed  I n  such
a  th a t  th e  ve iders  d n d u ty c a n i e e r i J i t o s e e w h a t  

a  ccOTict i s  doing. le s s in g  d e s c r i te d  t h i s  i n  h is  f e e r  
t h a t  he «ou]d ba c a i# i t  w ri tin g . Each m raiiag  >*en c e l ls  
a re  leads a re  c m n ted . Badi ccrre ic t has a
i ' t i c i» tu on i s  recorded  h i s  naae , number, t a i l
rozfcer, sentence and rec o u l o f  behaviour, a t  any t in e ,  

se a  n a n 's  t ic k e t . ' 
shouting  cccnands t o  ensure  s t r i c t  

—  -oggests t e a t  t h i s  i s  done n « e f e « .  

h a td t  than  n e q jsa i ty . j Each cossvict i s  a llo ca te d  h ia  

p lace  i n  l i i * 4  "spm s" *** cs3?i s - '3M® ensurea 
th a t  a m re illan c e  and [huseas t o  p r isc tis rs  a re  a lw ^ e

th e  warders ' a re  alw ays a b le  t o  n a a ito r  th e  . 
meats o f  ' a  conv ict, th e y  cannot a l t o s  be  Sem  to  be 

doing so . C e ll doors have s e H ^ e s ' t iw s u *  v*3xh th e  
w arders watch. A t work, th e  c m v ic to  see  e a d i o th e r, bu t
once they  a re  locked e s B e ^ y  th e  f i r s t  o f fe n d e r ,  

th e y  a re  e n t ir e ly  a lone , t o  be s e a t  frcm d isgu ised  vantage

^ % e t h e l e s s ,  th e  c o iv ic ts  i n  Bosran 's d m m ic to  do 
see  eacb. o th e r, and have va rie d  c o n tac t and severa l types 
o f  ia te s a c t im . Qigy know e a d i o th e r  fcy ra v e , th ey  a re  
flVBTT, of leng th  o f  sentence and o f  crijne, and l i t e  th e  
y a n te rs , th e y  observe e a d i o th e r  c lo se ly . Bosnan l i l i e s

The g re a te s t obsession o f  a l l  p r iso n  inmates in
stone jp g  £8 th e  o f  tim e, o r  r a th e r  th e

ta rd in ess  o f  i t s  passage. M ae  ia  a t  once th e  most
n lg r i f inm * and in s ig n ific a n t o f  a l l  th in g s  th a t  hapgsi in  
pwarm -  foe  i t  can be seen m erely a s  a  marker fo r

_  y y  t-jma i t  means everything to  p risoners.

I t  i s  t i c s  th a t  keeps them away £ n »  th e  ord inary  world.



T iro  and i t s  e a lc u la t lc n  f i l l  th e  minds o f  a l l  p risonaro 
alw ays, no n B tte r  - * a t  th » f  a re  doing. Evety p riso n e r I s  
senCaM ei t o  a  c e r ta in  number o£ years  which arB d ivided 
in to  months, weeks, days and ho rns. Every minute o f  th e  

tim e  i s  accounted f o r .
Bssman served th re e  years  and n in e  nefiths o f  M s te n  

y e a r  sen tence. I n  Cold Store^jJag he does n o t rev e a l how 
Btidi fima h e  s p e l t  i n  p r iso a , h a t  iji  th e  t i t l e  he  re fe r s  
t o  i t  a s  "a somstiiat le n g tiy  so]cum *. He r e f e r s  to  tjjne 
c o n s tan tly , f rc m , th e  beginning o f  th e  novel u n t i l  h is  

re le a s e . ;
' m  ea=e passages he, r e f le c ts  on tim e; in  o the rs  he 

eisvply  msBttions th a t  i t  i s  passin g  va ry  slow ly. Che 
l a  p a r t ic u la r  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  j e c u l i a r i ty  of th e  

concept o f  t i n s  i n  p rison .
Mien Bosnan vea working in  tiie  p r in te r s ’ she©, he 

d iscovered th a t  't h e  conv ic ts  Mere o f te n  to o  lazy  to  
r e - s o r t  th e  tgpe; : t h ^  draped i t  in s tea d  ureter a  loose  

One day th e i r  la z in e s s  vas  discovered ' 
Convict Botha nas i g iven the ta s k  Of so r tin g  and packing 
th e  type  in to  th e  c d p s c t  fo n ts  an J s iz e s .

"Bow lo re  do you re d tm  th e  jc b  v d l l  ta k e  yon?"
I  asked o fB A h a c m d a y .  seven ygars,"
he re p lie d . B s  ansesce f r i ^ e n e d  me a  li t t l e .
I  thought o f  a  aan  o u ts id e . What d o e sn 't  happen 
to  a  man .mW d" priBon in  th e  course  o f  seven

a s . =
-  th a t  a re  bound tsp w ith  s « * "

^ r s ^ T S g ,  ( . . . )  f t r i  d u r S s  th is  time 
Botha th e  ooisviot would b e  s ta t in g  th e  ty fe  ou t 
o f  th e  bo*. Only a f t e r  seren  $eazs « « ild  h is  
f in g e rs  d o s e  around th e  l a s t  pica^apace.  ̂a rd  
nothing vmLd be happening to  Botha during  those 
y e ars . J u s t  nothing a t  a l l .
(Ib id , page 127)

Yet  o a t o f  a l l  t h i s  -nothing" o f  f i l l i n g  t in s ,  Bosnsn 
has produced an e n t ir e  novel. anecdotes, events and 

nothingness f i l l e d  th ree  
in  SK ertitlei G reat Reison.



Physical t i r a  i s  mariosd o f f  trf  ctomdi 
v i s i t s ,  inspections, c c n p le tim  o£ ta s te  and o f  s 
But f o r  sona, tim e i s  indeterm inate  -  b lae-coa ta  have no 
id e a  v t m  th e /  w i l l  be xeleased . Oiifl was how C h ris to ffe l 

liv e d . Botha spcke caaaa lly  o f  seven years? th i s  
i s  th e  average leng th  o f  tim e served t y  a  b lue -coat.

r e la te s  th a t  i n  th e  gallows c e l l s ,  tim e has 
le a s  meaning than  a rg sA ss  e ls e  i n  th e  p d s m .

«Wm» f o r  th e  condemed person  i s  ir r e le v a n t ,  even 
i t  nELris'tha p ossib le  end o f  l i f e  f o r  th e  imudeEer? 

and day a re  in d is tin g u ia to b le  u n t i l  two days before
th e  end r  th e  eotriemned mm knoss e e c t t ly  hew nnclx
(o r  hew l i t t l e )  t in e  h e  has l e f t ,  tosm m  daacx ib w  th e  
t i a e  i n  th e  c6ndemned c e l l  w ith  g re a t mlxth,

Bosoan ' d escribes  a s  w ell a  ty p lc a l day ln  p rison .
K g s  ^  div ided  izvto sh o r t t i r a  eegmeffis, culm inating in

lode-up . m  between a s s  m eals , in f e c t io n s ,  searches, 
lab o u r, v i s i t s ,  dnard i se rv ices  -  a l l  i ndilcat wi by a  b e l l

Sanetimea, i n  bebreen tiie  r ig id  p riso n  zo u tin a , th e re  
i a  wma to  Twri o r  w ri te  le ttesco , speak t o  th e  l ib ra r ia n  
o r  a  supe rio r i f  th e se  i s  a  oaap la in t -  t u t
alw ays, cue i s  kered and f ru s tra te d , t o  f i l l  th e  boredom,

t e l l  th e  s to r ie s  wiaiflh Bosman ta k es  such d e l i c t

i n  r e - te l l in g ,  and sin g  th e  songs which he says could have 
. bsen canposed cnl-y in  a  p rison .

As vd th  th e  so rtin g  o f  th a  type  manticoed abcve, a l l

ta sk s  in  p rison  ta k e  a  long tim e, so long th a t  i t  seems 
odd to  to  th e i r  ccm ple tim . 5o r exanpls, Bosman
w rite s  o f  h is  tim e in  th e  s



f: ■ '



Of h ia  education . t o  mentions a s  w e ll th a t  seme o f  th«  
o th e r  p risoners  were p ro fessiona l men, su d i a s  Hzysnans 
th e  P la tte la n d  te ac h er and Jinny  G air, a  fonner c iv i l  

tgvgixieae.
Bssiasa's uuiUaupt  f o r  these  men t* o  s tu d ied  year 

a f t e r  y e a r  i s  fcueed an h is  opinion th a t  a  degree acquired 
,%i p riso n  had no v slua  (page 167). I t  i s  an  ep in icn  th a t  

t h a t  o f  th e  a u tiie riU ss  who were r e b ic ta n t t o  allow  

Lessing to  study.
T ^ n g  w ri te s  pcoodlY and €sankly o£ h i s  fcsc tla  to  

gHvty f o r  M a  n B tric  c e r t i f ic a te  and l a t e r ,  h i s  Bachelor
-  »- ei— , iiv» (SlXtOt A rcs degree. —■ j j -— tt- i-..-.—

fa a ia  p i t y  f o r)  thsiie convicts who were try in g  to  educate 
thanselves. His . m s t  po in ted  -atdadc’ on soasone l i t o  
la d in g  i s  ccota ioed in  th e  follow ing ze ia sk i

hraom:.
( Ib id , cage 167)

le re in g 's  aubifaUsgraphy c e r ta in ly  lacks' hunour -  t o t
ha  d id  n o t th in k , a s  Bosraan claim s, in  £  
th a t  pH  arm #as a  humorous p la ce . I t  lacks o rig ijia li-ly  in  
th e  sense th a t  le s s in g  drew on th e  lim ite d  l i t e r ary  

he had 'been exposed to  i n  je iso n  f o r  h is  
s t y l i s t i c  awd tiiE ca tic  n c d ria . tts se rcs , i t  w ra a ls  an 

degree of o r ig in a l i ty  and icourage.
Boanan's ovn book i s  eraiawed w ith  a  d if f e r e n t  s o r t  o f 

o r ig in a l i ty  -  he i s  th e  on ly  one o f  a U  th e  South A fricsa  
P ^ gm  w ri te rs  who p resen ts  h is  experience w ith  a 
co n s is te n t degsee o f  humour and irony . (Biera a re  

huaotoiis in te r lu d es  In  o th e r  p rison  w r i t i ig  -  
b u t a re  u su a lly  eeoandaxy to  th e  major theses  of

dep riva tion  and headship.)



Beaman's scath ing  sarcasm about th e  “wave o f  c u ltu re -  
COTSciousness" I s  encapsulated i n  a  laag th y  anecdote about 
co n v ic ts ' lo a m in g  th e  d l f f e r a ic e  between a  quagga and

a  I t  was regarded a s  a  mark o f  e duca tto ia lP* 1
p iece  raroved frcm a  p e ^  t i t e r s  th e  words tegan 

(Brid, page 162)

The in , th e  t a l e  H u n t  th e  d e fin i tio n s  by
robs and accused those  who d id  n o t knew i t  by h e a r t o f

When challenged as t o  th e  re levance  o f  what th e y  were 
studying, 'tm v ic ts  r e p lie d  "T hat'?  e d d to a tim  ( . . . )  A in 't  
you ne.-er o f  edd icstton?" (O d d , page 165.)

H0 s o b  up M b opin ic ti o f  th o se  l ik e  le a s in g . Who 

stu d ied  a rd  succeeded academ ically;

e a w a #

th eatre?57
(Bald, page 166)

Ibe, ejctreoa h i l a r i t y  w ith  which Bosman presen ts  these  
ancedotes r a ra a ls  h is  s k i l f u l  su p e r io r ity  a s  a  w ri te r  -  
e sp e c ia l ly  s ince  n o - « e  was i n  f a c t  stw iying W l e  h e  was 
i n  p r isc n , Bosnian h in se lf  made no known a t ts o p t  a t  

studving fu rth e r  r f i i le  i n  p riso n .
c r i t i c a l  ( in  t h i s  s e e t im  o f  h i s  chronic le) 

o f  those  priscnecB t4 »  w aste i n  p r i s m ,  Lago C liffcasl 
included in  one o f  M a Siambdk a r t i c l e s  a  Eoea tA ich  he



o Bosman (although l a  d id  n o t nane him) .48 
■urn pceii *=, t i t l e d  "Parhaps Sate  Cay". and reveals  th e  
gHfftw-.-ng (rf h ia  inpcisonirBnt a s  w a ll a s  h ia  optimism 

about h ia  fu tu re .

± ap s , I ' l l  se e  th a  w orld again . 

^ m a l T t to M ^ t h i s g s  o f  grind ing  g r ie f  and pa in

For th e e e 's  a, leng ing  in  ny h e a r t t o  he
Beneath, wide sk ie s ,___________________________
And a l l  th e  p a in te d  flow ers o f  Spring I ' l l  see  
TtLth diangsd eyes.

When drowsy stre am le ts  film- and b laddx ta is  sin g

^ s a e t ^ r i s r i r s ?  no r th o u ^ its  awakening,
B ar aemoriea.

n a  b loasm s fad ing  l i k e  th e  tab tew  ?ear9 
A il  gare  and past}  .
Ho s e s t i r d a y 's  r e c a l l  o f  hopeless te a r s ,
But r e s t  a t  l a s t .

Myr be acne bygone wrcog, age dyrVwnwi w il l

B u t ^ i ^ ^ r o  tha^world re re c te rin g  s t i l l  
I  fee g e t.

t t o u *  w  h e a r t  i a  b ru ised  and riv en ,
■TVn.vih w  so u l i s  scathed  w ith  s c a rs ,
Yet I 'v e  touched tiie  fr in g e  o f  heavm ,
Yet I ’v e  liv e d  among th e  s ta r s .
(Sjantodc, 5 th  J u ly  1929)

BnaiMW ekasa n o t  re v e a l i n  go ld  gfona th a t  he 
r e n te  p o e tty  i n  p r ism ?  h e  acorns titose  v*o “wrote- 

Ha in troduces th e  su b je c t w ith  a  preantole about 

convicts vdio
s ta r te d  w ri tin g  th e i r  a u to b io g r ^ i ie s .  And what 
a  l o t  o f  11*”  t i w  w ro te, to o : maqy o f  than  

f h a i r  m anuscripts foe  r a  t o  w ad .
(op c i t ,  page 160)

Bosnan has taken  th e  " lie s"  w hidi th a  o th e r  p r ism e ra



o f  l i f e  i n  p r iso n . He t a i l s  th a t  t o  Jms# xsa  s a »  "  
l i e s  tecau se  o f  t h e i r  glaO im s tix&enbi. "Thay ro n tlm e d  

o f  th e  squalor c£ theH : l iv e s  cnWMa th e  p r iso n .-  

( n d d ,  gage 160.)__________________________________________
Boanan stsn iarise s th e  o a ite n t o f  th e  a lleged  priacn  

m tnb log iaeh ies  m d , l y  te U i jy  ua  s e e  o f  th e  ro n u sc rip t 

t i t l e s ,  rev e a ls  h is  emusemeit a t  Vfk# FcocsiaEe.

I  te n s  Time", «c "Cold S to le  itug'
( Ib id , pige  161)

B t in i ln g  HU t l t t o  -m g 'th O B . th a t  s =  

t t a  m t o  d
to  K « m ' ,  J .  f l »  S q *  I™ ” * '  “ t t
dev ia te s  fu rth e r  and fu r th e r  fx m  - tru th " .

A ltbm gh t h i s  i s  a  r e la t iv e ly  unstixrtarrtiated tiflUa,

I .  — .
£ =  o n d - W it i ig ,  — I ^  i a d t e i a *

M » =« W '  »  f ™
l a a M - B  "W l& cl# — ^

'  h i s  confessions o f  g u i l t  aso  itonethalsss accoaiE^ ~  * 
ec tenstve  J u s t i f iw t io a  and a ^ la n a t ic n  -  such a s  reve^ ed 
i n  t i t l e s  l ik e  "Huined Bm=a#i Being Too Ktod-Hearted o r  

"Tflscty Years i n  J a i l  t e  Bugger-A ll-. •
OndMlying Boanan’s  a t t i r e  s e t  o f  e iecdotes ab=ut

pecpto ^  > ro to  i n  p r is m ,  and indeed h is  v to to T ^ v e l , i s

b i s  0 * 66*6. tliaft

y ou rse lf  i f  you tr y .
(B a a , $ege 66)



reesoB wodld go, else. ,
( Ib id , $aga 177) '

low, acconiing to Bosnett, suggests that >dwx. 
a convict starts talking afcouC Ms Jspeiding release i*«i 
this is hardly likely, he is going insane.

p~t^  reveals that he had a. feeUnĝ tiiaC i» -was to 
be H early m  a special difldiarge? Uiis canvtaced.
him that he was losing touch with reality. Along the 
factors that mntolated to Bosman's nervous bteakdom vece his tzauraatic relationship vdtii Pym, his brief 
aave^ura beymi tha prison mils m  a prison Job, and 
his difference £im the other prisoners. Tftwaanscious, or



a te  n ig h t, an exceedingly e e r ie  th in g  happened which 
sim iltaneously  convinced Bosman both  th a t  t e  had f in a l ly  
g tn e m d  and th a t  he was p e r f e c t ly  sans.

Cm th is  r-wHmiBT- n i# t t ,  se v e ra l c m v ic ts  began 
ty ~ n w j dogs, wolves o r  hyenas. . Tbey stood  cn  th e i r
s to o ls ,  p u t th e i r  m o th s  a s  c lo se  as  po ssib le  t o  th e  bars 

cn  th e  w intora, and howled.
I  kzroa I  d id n 't  jo in  i n  w ith  t h i s  general 
bawling, I  pu lle d  th e  b lan k ets  w e e  ray head and 
la y  m  th e  cu K re te  f lo o r  o f  my cage and 
shivered. I  kbs vszy  ife i^ jta w d , th a t  n ig h t.
(Ib id , page 179)

A t th a t  e ? to t ,  Bosman no ticed  th e  f u l l  mom. The 
noon, foJJciO rically , has w eiid  ccnnota tiens, b i t  fo r  

i t  had awful ,jnanories! th e  n i # t  he sh o t h i s  s te p -  
17th, Ju ly  1926, th e  f u l l  m x c  vas sh in ing  t h r a # !

: window. Basroan a t  f i r s t  thought h e  was insane
ha was th e  o i ly  conv ic t vdio had heard th e  howling, 

t u t  was recm vinced o£ h i s  c l a r i t y  o f  raiM v*en 

e v s t ta a l ly  to ld  him
D on't you n o n y  about th a t .  P a l ( . . . )  Of ccurse  
I  heard them bowlings. I  tiould heve h e m  ra d , 
a l l  w g h t, i f  I  h a d t 't i  A id so  t t x l d  y sa . But 
50U w on 't f in d  any o f  .the to y s ta lk  about i t .  
r°pB-<«ny n o t them t h a t  howled. I t  d m  t  ,

and then  th e y  a l l  jo in  in .  jtad they  danno whatv 
th e y 'r e  doing, a te  f i r s t  t in e  X heard i t ,  when.
I  vas a  youngster, I  g o t crap-scared . I  though t  
a s  th e  bocb vas going ro d  and ma a lso .
( . . . )  Brecy Icng-tim er g e ts  l ik e  you, a f te r  
a  few y e a rs : a fra id  h e 's  going ba lay . a i t  yen 
g e t over i t  . . .
( Ib id , pages 131 -  182)

m  a  s ty le  ritLeb by  t h i s  p o in t in  th e  novel has 
y^v rm  ty p ic a l o f ’Bosnian, th e  •madness' i s  described w ith 
th e  utmost seriousness and i s  extraoaZy f r i ^ a m in q ,  «W le  
Pnt^em eg w ell i n  making p a r ts  o f i t  v e ry  funny,
t o r  exanple, w hile  l is te n in g  to  Pym's explanation o f  th e  
howling, be  does n o t fo rg e t t o  t e l l  us th a t  he in s tru c ted  
Pym n o t to  say  “a i n ' t ” .



D espite h is  e f f e c ts  t o  rem ain sane, Bosman began to  
ha llu c in a te  and l a  a  "mad' way. He c laim s th a t  h ia
attem pts a t  j s ta in in g  h i s  ho ld  cn l e a l i t y  took  th e  ftim  of 
TwHmg psychology te x tto d k s  * i d t  helped Mm lo g ic a l ly  to  

necro tic  r a th e r  th a n  in sa n e . But t h i s  may a iap ly  be 
a  reference  to  Toga<r»g and th e  f a c t  th a t  h e  had stud ied  

Esycholajy i n  p riso n .
After a  tin e , honeva;, Bosnan claims to  have gaie 

Bad. Cue of the hallucinations he suffered ves not 
insane, merely ch illing ly  accurate.

I  began to  conceive o f  an awful " life*  e x is tin g  
i n  th e  penal s e c tio n , and afterw ards i n  every 
sec tion  o f  th e  p r iso n . I  imagined t h i s  " life "  
a s  a  v a s t, f a t  b la c k  seepen t, t r a i l i n g  them gb 
a l l  th e  co rrid o rs  o f  th e  p r iso n , th ro ig h  th e  • 
t n i i e  and every th ing ; f i l l i n g  th e  whole space
between w alls and ro o f, and th e  e n t ir e  h a l l ,  an): 
th e  Whole p rison? . and t h i s  g ig a n tic  snake was 
a liv e  and iire a th in g , and I t  c o u l& i't draw hoenih 
propecly because i t .  was so  c lo se ly  ccnUiia'ied 
t e te s e i  s a i l s  and, rtiirf? t h i s  t e s  "die le w "  in  
th e  p riso n . Die p r i s m  i t s e l f  was a  l iv e  th in g , 
e«eati»g and su ffo c a tin g  in  i t s  oeo iirnuremait.
(Ib id , $age 176)

This terrifying image'‘of iucarceratim  underlying 
Bosman's humour and sarcasm reveals Cold_Stcne Jm  
Ultimately to  be a  aericMS bcti^.

Sane o f  th e  o th e r  te c r if y in g  h aU ue ina tien s t* id i  
suffocated  Baaman were those  o f  a  manstroas progeny51 
developing in  th e  p r i s m ;  h e  f e l t  a  su ffocation  and
a  sickness in  h is  b e l ly  -  h e  w rite s

She a n d e i t  Qceeks wece r ig h t .  The s e a t  of 
i a s a n i ^  was th e  stanadrt. ( . . . )  I  knew th a t  ay  
in sa n ity  w asn 't oaning o u t o f  a y  b ra in  a t  a l l .  
Because ray bm fn  was w r i t i r q  reascnably and 
lo g ic a l ly , and X cou ld  th in k  c le a r ly .  But th a t  
purple lunacy, t h a t  was l ik e  a  handful o f  seme 
a lif£ e ry  substance, teas , caaing  c u t o f  cy 
stomach.
(Ib id , page 184)

As soon a s  h e  s ta r te d  ha llucdaatijig , i t  vas h is  
stcnach th a t  was sickened . The images o f  a  nenstrous





"The a u th o ri tie s  n u s t b e  sa d  to  give  you t in s  
o f f  I t i e  th a t."  HS6a, s i r , ” I  agreed w ith  th e  
warder p m ip tly . I  Tea vesy  g lad  o f  what he had

He had sa id  th a t  th e  a u th c r i t ie a  were ro d . B iat 
gave m  mare cm fidenca  than  ever. I  d id n 't  
f e e l  so lonely  and c u t  o f f  f r o i  th e  r e s t  o f 
mantind, I n  ny  in sa n ity . Heee were th e  
a u tito r itiea  a lso  mad. I  had th e  w arder's word 
f o r  i t .  I  had a  sudden, v iv id  p ic tu re  o f  th e  
au tiiec itiea  a lso  czawlireg round and zw nd on the  
flo o ra  o f  th e i r  bedrocos. I t  d ieered  me up no 
end, ana th a t  r id ic u lo u s  th o u ^ it o f th e  
a u th o ri tie s  a lso  haying t o  tie  csxs£ul o f  th e  way 
they  manipulated t h e i r  bu ttocks round th e  
m m ern  . . . .
( Ib id , page 205)

Bpaian has restOKsd th e  hunxatr t o  th e  novel a f te r  
a  te ir ify J jig  departure f ac a  th e  u sua l to n s o f  th e  book, 
to e  huaour a s s i s t s  him in  eeassM tizig M s  c m t io l  over h is  
R en ta l h e a lth . Blowing t h a t  he  i s  "mad" lib sea tea  him 
from having to  be "sane" -  h e  u ltim a te ly  rcaain s  sane 
b e ca ise  he no km ger f e e ls  th e  p res  su ra  t o  do so.

Bosnian was no t h o sp ita lis e d  fo e  ve ry  long  -  ba t tehile 
h e  «as i s  h o sp ita l, to o  went insane. Ba was no t as 
fo rtu n a te  a s  Bosnian, and, sa d ly , ended up i n  th e  Criminal 
L unatic  Asylum -  th e  w ors t f e a r  among sane convicts .

Mian Boeoan was f in a l ly  d ischarged from prison , he 
was s t i l l  obsessed w ith  t in e ;  hfl c laim s th a t  h^s f i l e  had 
been lo s t ,  so  he bad to  s ta y  aa  arirtltifrinl few days

As a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  confusion, I  d id n 't  g e t 
discharged firtin th e  p r iso n , l ik e  o th e r  ccnvicts 
a t  n ine  o 'c lock  i n  th e  morning. The w arrant f o r  
ray te lea se  arr i ved la te  ana afternoon .
(Ib id , page 217)

D lls  i s  in  sta tic  c o n tra s t t o  le a s in g 'a  sudden 
r e le a s e . Mhile Lessing was re le ased  in to  th e  a n s  o f  h is  
beloved ccaxie, Bosnan t a i l s  i n  h is  epilogue th a t  
Gold S tm e Jug was a  love  s to ry , w ri tte n  to  th e  ta to g  in  
whose caee he s le p t foe  th re e  ye a rs  and n ine  months.





Ojaptsr Urcee

RttUi P i ia t  « b  dsttalned on th e  o ln tii o f  August, 1963 In  
th e  n a in  h a l l  o f  th e  U nive rsity  o f  th e  W itvatarsrand 
l l t a s r y ,1 she  was to ld  th a t  she w as 'ta in g  a rc e s te a  under 
th e  n in e ty  day detenfctoi c lau se  o f  th e  -no to ia l  a c t" * 2 
She was detained  alcne i n  a  c e l l  Sac  117 dags.

I t  was a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  de ten tion  experience th a t  
she  c ra fted  h e r  fcedk m jQ ggg , 3 one o f  se v e ra l published 

to  h a re  .esesged frcm South A frican  prisons i n  th r  
1960b,4 These w ri ts  were n e s t ly  te x ts  emanating f r m  tite  

Of s o l i ta r y  ccnfinesnent, Which d is tin g u ish es 
them madcetily f ra n  tiie  o th e r  te x ts  d iscussed  i n  t h i s

A c lo se  examination o f  p riso n  l i t e r a tu r e  frcm  a l l  
evee  th e  world te v ea ls  th e  U te r a f n a  o f  s o l i ta r y  
conftodnsntt to  t e  th e  most c eanm .6 Planning and 

th e  w riting  o f  a  d ia ry , memoir o r  book, and even 
t o  those  ou ts id e , p rovides s o l i ta r y  p riso n e rs  w ith  

s tlm u la tim  a iri cgnpsny , and can a s s i s t  th a n  in  asetalning 

th e i r  sa n ity .
In  s-̂ rt-h A frican p r iso n  U ta c a tu re , accoanta o f  

s o l i ta r y  confinement under th e  " n o - t r ia l  lew" stand  o u t as 
p .T -H ^ iW ty  te r r ify in g  and b r u ta l .  They a re  o ite n

■She nature  o f  s o l i ta r y  confinement, e sp e c ia l ly  th e  
t^ ci.fnroa o f in te r ro g a tio n  and th e  f e a r  o f  thti urioiown 
«««, to  r e s u l t  in  a  need ansng for mer  de ta inees t o  e&are 

CTr!H an.-MT w ith  an  audience Ja rgae  than  ju s t  
fam ily  and f rien d s. Pediaps t h i s  i s  because in  s o l i ta r y  
-m U nanan t th e re  i s  no-one to  t a l k  t o  excep t  th e  

prison  warder and th e  In te rro g a to r , a g a in s t





Detainees r e ta in  a  to r t i im i and vo ic e le ss  cccraunlty, b u t
th e  s a l t in g s  o f  such people asi Fltafc and

Sacha,10 th e y  a re  given  s tre n g th  t o  continue th e i r
s tru g g le  f o r  su rv iv a l w ith  th e  knowledge th a t  o thers have 
survived be fo re  than .

Ruth F i r s t 's  account o f  h e r  117 days a t  M arshall 
Pjia v a  P re to rifl Cen tr a l  P t l s o i  d e l ic t s  bo th  th e  puh lle  
and p d s a te  worlds o f  Ruth P i r a t  Slovo, d a i# i te r  o f  
founJer n— of  th e  Soutii A frican  Ceraiunlst P a rty  
(SSCP),11 to  .Joe  S is ro ,12 SflCP and African

congress (fllC) a c t lv l a t .  S low  had f le d  th e  
country  i n  June 1963 i n  th e  wake, o f  in te n s if ie d
r e s t c i c t im  o rd e is  (includ ing  h i s  owl baraiing) and ge ieeal 

^  up by th e  govemnBnt. Hie  Slsvos had th ree  
young daughters13 who were l e f t  pa re n tlsa s  viien th e i r  
a e th e r  was de ta ined . Diay t e r e  cared  f o r  by th e i r  
grandnother, M atilda F i r s t .

m  h ia  p reface  t o  117 Pave. Reoald Segal 
describes Ruth M a t  a s  a  shy , p r iv a te  person v to  was 
y-i.MH-.ni-. t o  share  h e r  p e rsm a l l i f e  w ith  th e  w orld. He

0£ a l l  h e r  publ i s hed w ritin g s  317. Q « a  18 
o i ly  one in  which Ruth revealed  roxh o f  h e cse lf .
She knew th a t  th e  book would be Meaning less 
miigaa she  d id  bo and was accordingly re lu c ta n t 
to  w ri te  i t .  I  had on ly  t o  persuade h e r  of th e  
p o w w i i  va lue  such a  bodk would have, fo r  he r 
to  accen t th e  c o s ts  -  th e  s t i r r i n g  up eo soon of 
experiences th a t  she would f a r  r a th e r  have l e f t  
slow ly to  s e t t l e  and, sw re p a in fu l ly  9 t iH ' 
exposing than , w ith  a l l  th a t  they  exposfel of 
h e rs e lf ,  to  premiacuous view.
'117 Cava, Preface)

E U s t was known to  th e  South A frican  pub lic  as 
a  banned u m b er o f  th e  SflCP; she was a  renowned 
in v e s tig a tiv e  jo m i a l i s t  who exposed a tn x d ty  and 
a ^ in i i- a ^ n n , no tab ly  anm g farm  la b o u r e r .1 She had 
b e m  e d ito r  o f  th e  Transvaal o f f ic e  o f  th e  Oannunist P a rty  
jopm al Guardian", r e -e s ta b lish in g  th e  jco m al under
new """== easfa tim e i t  was banned. ( I t  mbs a lso  tocw i as
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h m  s i t i n g  o£ i t .  I t  l a  n a a a s a q  «  <” t u "  ^
t i e  K n th  f l f e lo m  O cm unlst B u B  m lM r la m  I M l a e l  

O ao g tas  t o  th e  1950a ra d  1960s. -
-He 1S30B garo r i a e  t o  a  decade o f  defiance to  South 

a f c t o , /  a  t i »  « t e i  o w o to e d  reo ii taa o e  a g e lra t  U »  

m u o t i t t t  t ^  —  w  *£ fec ti'* -  ? ■

B t t o n l  m g » a i ,  th e  South s f r t o o  B d lao  c a r * —  
(BMC), B ti t o  th e  e a r ly  IMOe, th e  Km M f li— U l  

O mgress (EflC).^9
a .  ^  i— .  i— i  i .  u r n

a e m a i m  o f  o — m l -  s o t .  b »  p r t i r  had <u i« i™ d 

I t s e l f  p r ta r  t o  th e  tr a a to g  o f  th e  a c t  a»d
fl th e  S x tth  A frican Conuainlst

P a rr? . In  1952, tite  ____
(MC, SMC) launched th e  -Defiance a t  Unjust ta w  
c a q s ig n , a ire d  a t  defying any laws - » t enforced



OT. th a  grounds o f  r a c e . Such laws included 
pass law s, curfews f o r  urban b lack s, segregated pub lic  
fc^-n-n-tca a iri g rra^  a reas  reg u la tio n s . 5he cm paign 
advocated nov-viflleneei, f o r  v io lence  was viewed a s  an 
aW m reht. t a c t i c  o f  th e  n a t io n a l is t  gooem aent. I t  w s  
in stea d  o rg an ise i a s  a  campaign o f  passive  r e s is ta n c e , as 

t y  Mahatma Gandhi e a r l ie r  t i l ls  cen tu ry  W «n he 

l iv e d  in  South A fr ic a .20
m  1953, th e  govsaansot passed th e  C rim inal laws 

amcmtnant fict21- and ' tiie  Public  Safety  t e t ? 22 th e se  
a c ts  ergmare^i th e  govem osnt to  decla re  a  s ta te  o f  
emargency . vfaanseer i t  deemed i t  neceasazy .2^ Bis

oE th e se  a c ts  in d ic a te s  th e  ex ten t t o  titU ii th e  
f tm feign had th rea tened  tite  peace o f  ffiind.of th e  

. c o u n try 's  r u le r s .
th e  lawa ware n o t  abol i s hed , se v e ra l ,

ccm aunities th ro u ^ w it South A frica  began to  see  th e  
^ gni^eancB  a iri power o f  ccopsraticsi and u n ity  in
flqhtlT i? T his had le d  to  th e  form ation i n  1952
o f  th e  tongresa  o f  Dsnoorats (CCD). By 1954 th e  ccsigress 
nDvenents h a i  ea^yried In to  th e  Cm gress A lliance , th e  
organ isation  r e s p ^ s ib le  fo r  drawing up th e  Ereedem 
Charter a t  Kliptnwn in  -tone 1955.24 to e  govemrmt vas 
d e a r ly  by th e  s tre n g th  o f  nmfaers involved in
th e  a t  m p to m .  Stem 1555, th e  s ta te  aimed a t
m m hing  th e  A lliance , which i t  a l le ged was under th e  
ffont m T o f  th e  SAC?. Govemaent e f f o r t s  t o  t r a d e  down 
e am un is ts  and irerfcers o f  th e  Ccngress A lliance  re su l ted  
I n  a  Treason T r ia l ,  which vas heard  frcm 1956
to  1961 and culminated in  th e  a c q u itta l o f  a l l  156 

accused.
Ruth F i r s t  had been one o f  th e  accused in  t h i s  t r i a l .  

She hed bym involved in  a U  th e  events o u tlin ed  afcove, 
a lthough h e r  d ischarge f ra n  th e  t r eason t r i a l  occurred In  
1958, D espite a r r e s t ,  banning and Int in idat l co by th a  
government, she remained a c tiv e  i n  th e  SfiCP and CCO.



fttHmnph th a  MC WB2 S&= a  oEgzm isatlm ,
aeny o f  i t s  wanbers belonged to  th e  SZCP a s  w e ll. A mmfcer 
o f  A frieanlatB  I n  th e  o rg an is a tio n  resen ted  t i e  catc u n ia t 
S a c tim ,. be liev ing  th a t  th e  SSCp t a s  t r y in g  to  take  over 
th e  SBC and. d is t z a c t  i t  frcm  i t s  n a jo r  purpose -  th e  

a t ' tile  I n ju s t ic e  o f  a p arth eid . A M e te r  of 
th e se  people bcdto ssoy  and £on-sd th e  PiC. ,0>sir 
r e s is tan c e  a tra te g iea  were d i f f e r e n t  £ sm  tho se  o f  th e  
S C ,  ba t  in  r e ^ m e e  t o  th e  p ro te s ts  and re s is tan c e  
s tr a te g ie s  of both o rg an isa tio n s , t h a  govem E nt passed 
th e  unlawful O rganlsa ticos tee ,26 bannea botti.
StraultaneMSly, tisa P u b lic  S a fe ty  A ct o f  1953 was iuvcksd 
aral a  o f anargency was de cla re d . Thousands of people 
were w ithout ttiL al under e c e c ^ n ty

K egulaticm .37
After the baiining of the  ABC and Bto, several 

actlv ia ts, amk’, and f i l e  as wall to  leaderstip, began to  
th e ir  views about passive, rm -vtolsnt 

resistance. Tha s ta te  Insisted  th a t the leadership were 
a l l  cenmunists, controlled by  the  SflCP and kbsccw, and 
wwh i t  ta s  th e ir  oaommism th a t had turned than into 
violent Babofceoes.

Seda, bu t n o t a l l  o f  th e  « C  leade rsh ip  were Beri-ers
o f  th a  SHT.28 Buth F i r s t  w as, however, a  cam d tted  
usafoer o f  bo th  th e  South A frican  Ccnremist 'Party and th e

ftffrsr  th e  S ta rp e v ille  abootliigs i n  I96029 and th e  
e sca la tio n  o f  r e p r e s s ^  $ s t a t e  v is len c e , severa l 

rff^ bara o f  th e  MC, inc lud ing  Nelson Mandela and W alter 
S isu lu , th a t  p assive  re s is ta n o a  a id  n e g o tia t im
w ith  th e  s ta te  Here no longer p o s s ib le , and th a t  from then  
on, v iolence would be countered  w ith  v io lence . Bi 
lTi7na  1961, th e  AHC n a tio n a l e e sc u tir e  r o t  t o  fo m  aiSthcnto 
mb aizwe, th e  "SEear o f  th e  n a tio n * . Oiey ware adamant 
th a t  th i s  was a  separa te  o rg an is a tio n  frcm both th e  AtC 
and the  SBCP, o r  any congress am ssra tt . The tts y re s s  
m i n - r .  a s  a  whole «ouM  n o t  a c c ^ t  v io is ic e  as



a  uniiiHnn to  South M r ic a 's  p rcb la n s. Onkhcoto wa Sizwa 
an a f f i l i a t e  o f  th e  M C .31 I t  was cgen to  both 

hiarfe and yfaite m enters. many o f  whan vscre iranbers o f  th e  
carp  a a  w e ll. I t  was a t  t h i s  s ta g e  th a t  th e  SSCP began to  
e o ila tc n a ts  c lo se ly  w ith  tiie  AIC.

nrkhmmfm m dertock  a c ts  o f  sabotage tiiraa^ iou t th e  
countxy, a ttack in g  gowernmant bu ild ing r,, s ig n a l bases, and 

power l in e s .  Sabotage was d irec te d  a t  synfcols 
o f  s ta te  rep ress io n , and n o t  a t  c iv i l i a ns .  1962> th a  
e f f e s t s  -o f U rid im to 's a c tio n s  w ars f e l t  stre n g ly  enough 
f o r  the’ gcvegfflent t o  p a ss  a  new a c t  in  pserllsnent; th e  

A ct.32 O ils  a c t  m d e  sanofcage a  cap ita l,o ffe n c e  
and provided f o r  ti ie  house a r r e s t  q f  s e re ia l  a lready 
bftrrwri p e t^ to , suspected  o f  undergoing and n am ing . 
H botage  t i a in i i q .  Both KBndela and' S isulu33 were 

I and t r i d i  under t h i s  a c t .  I n  1961, Mandela ta s

leav tog  South A fr ic a  w ithout a _ 
paon geictenced t o  s ix  yeeas  f o r  in c itin g  s tr ik e  

fo r  being  a  menfcer o^ a  banned .drganiaation 
(tive. M C). While aw a iting  the, a itc a n e  Of h is  appeal, he 
fcvi g a te  in to  h id ing  a t  L iU ie a le a f  bam i i n  Hivonifl, north  
o f  Jthannesbuog.

Tbs s e c u r ity  p o l ic e  had Seen t i g a d  o f f  th a t  
T.j-in^oiaof vas th a  h e a d g s r te r s  ofiOridionto we Siare- On 
12th  ja ly  1963 r t h ^  acc ived  a t  th e  farm in  a  laundry van 
a n i  gTrpH sed  th e  r e s id e n ts ,  many o f  titan-WEe wearing 
d isg u ises . A t o t a l  o f  e ic^ te en  people were a rre s ted  a t  
L i l l i e s  le a f ,  scne o f  v te n  were h igh  p r o f i le  MC a c t iv i s ts ,  
yn<a 160 were unlmown t o  tiie  p o lic e  a s  a c t iv i s t s ,  o thers 
se rvan ts  a t  th e  f a a iio u se .34 $tt Ela:st

th a t  h e r de te n tio n  was connected w ith tite  

events a t  Rivonia.
Aa in ten siv e  search  o f  th e  fam hcuse , ouned t y  Arthur 

and  Tiagai QoldraLch, i t s  ou tbu ild ings and th e  gmunds, 
i th e  s e c u r ity  p o lic e  w ith  a l l  th e  incrim inating

. j t r: "h^iaSL
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One wsaSc aftec tha a n s s ts  a t  Blvonla, VBlpa waa 
aEgrehanded a t  the  Eechuaaaland36 fcOTdec. ®  vas held 
to  = *  a t  l e o to J l  S rm e , aad « ltl. M a t  (Mdolch 
and two TTvKian Congress a c t iv i s t s ,  succeeded in
escap ing  fean  to e  j a i l  « i t h  th e  a ssis tance  of
a  wasriec.38 The escape, which received  Kudi p ub lic ity , 

I t y  th e i r  i n  Jtiiianneebirg, who

Three w ed s  a f t e r  th e  R i ra i ia  a rc e s t s ,  a t  th e  9th of 
August 1963, Ruth F i r s t  fcw si ’ h e rs e lf  a l o e  i n  a bleak 
c e l l  i n  Sqoare, w ith  no th ing  to  do b u t  sleep  and

rY-mawrfg Of d a i ly  l iv in g  and working.
(117 Dava, page 13)

m  th e  hook, F i r s t  vas c a re fu l t o  rev e a l h e tse lf  as 
a n  ord inary  human being, a  pa re n t and a  daughter, as « e l l  
aa  a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i s t .  I t  was U rp jrtan t to  he r to  
e ^ o s e  a  s id e  o f h e rse lf  *> d i f f e r e n t  £ m a  th e  ona the  
Sooth A frican  media portrayed . I n  a d d itio n , i t  was

th e  r ,14f<nal ( i # » e  o r  th e  n c v a ia t t  t h a t  suffered in  
s o l i ta r y  cenfinsment, t a t  th e  human beii>g.

th e  p r is m  ej^sK ience d ^ iis*ed  in  ^ -■Dava 
i s  uniquely h e r  own, Ruth F i r s t  lo c a te s  h e rse lf  and her 
esperience  i n  th e  h is to r ic a l  co n tex t o f  which she was 
a  p a r t i  th e  South A frican C anm nist P a rty , which, in  1963, 
« a s  f in a l ly  about t o  ba destroyed . From then  cn, i t  would 

e x is t  on ly  i n  e x ile .
Since th e  day o f  th e  Bivonia a t t e s t s ,  F i r s t  had 

a n tic ip a te d  h e r  de ten tion . She was n o t sure  taw m ch



ir.ft-'mwHra th a  se cu r ity  p s liM  had uncovered about th e  
SSCP th a  r a id  a t  Rlvonto, b u t ^ispecfced th a t  the re
was n o t a u d i. S aw th a lesa , she  f e ^ . t i i a t  thtir'iB ltiit 
a r r e s t  t i e  a i  th a  d a n c e  th a t  she ^  im plica ted . I t  

freoi h e r  book t t i a t  t id e  was t h e i r  on ly  reason £or 

de ta in in g  h. «-Xx '•
F i r s t  had been de tained  b r ie f ly  once be fo re , a t  the  

s t a r t  o f  th e  p ro trac ted  Tceascn T r ia l  to  1956. She taieer 
many pecple had b s e i  i n  s o l i ta r y  cm fiiK aa tt?  ' th ey  had 1 

WWT- nyrtewi w ith  h e r ,  awi thus A  k neef '*a t 

s o r t  a f  tree tm a it t o  ts ^ e c t  i n  J a i l .
In  ny»T^nij witix th e  readar th e  way aha survived each 

day . F i r s t 's  kook serves a  p r a c t ic a l ,  functional purpose 
fo r. fu tu re  de tainees . Sha understood th e  inportance of 
aharing  p r i s m  ezperience a« i..,px iv ides th e  reader w itii 

fo r  su rv iv a l. She exp la in s how .sh e  went ah tijt 

su rv iv ing  frcra day to  day. 1
i t i e  world to

N hirii she vas cenfined

co ld . H ithoirt th a  n t ie d  e le c t r ic  b u lb . te n i jq ,  
a  s in g l e . yellow  eye , in  th e  Centre '»£ to e  
c a ilin g , th e  c e l l  would have b e e i to t a l l y  b la c k ,. 
th e  i l lm in a te d  th e  g rey  d i r t  cn the^vaiils;
vdiidt w si* painted, b lade  tw o - th ir d s a f  th a  way 
up, Use re ta in in g  th ir d  o f  th a  c a l l  w all had 
from w hite dice? th e  d o s t was a  d i r ty  *J 1™ w ®  
th e  nH ainal su rface . Oie window, h igh  in  th a  
w all above th a  head o f  th e  bedstead, t r i p l e
th ic k  -  na rraa , oatw aj ayajji =»»» —  ̂
stkdn r black  so o t cn t t p  o f a l l  th re e  p ro tM tiv e

(Ib id , page 9) ,,

to e  y r M  th a t  F i r s t  portrays  i s  a  world -reneB^ered 
accurate cboerra tion . S o lita ry  confinaaent, 

absence o f  s t l m l i .



< = u u ,  —
daaeiiEe Miasm f o r  doing th i s :

(Ib id , page 10)

m  to  descadMrsg th e  c e l l ,  F i r s t  lo c a te s  i t

l a  th e  t o l l t e g  io l i c e  B » t lm  *= B B oa« lI S j a r a ,  « »  
l a r t :  o f  T i l l *  56 . pU=e» t o g a t e :  t m  n o l~ >  m l  = » *  .

p r i a e o .  a »  —  « »  « = t e " 9 “  a *  •” 1U a
m coriU H  t o  t h .  t d m  to  t l » n  wjIc m : s h r i l l ,  » l i » ^

■ ‘Raucous and C o n s tan t. Sha peasan ts th e se  w ardresses 
■ U t t d t f  “  “  a w w - s M o f . ® * ! .
a m  w a t e a  * « t  l i t t l e  a h . t a x  about th e li:  M *
BK»use « i l i  a f t e r - l o t s  d o u a s ts a c e a  s m d a d h e t th s t
tM te  i s  a  . r a id  W & " .  a e  a p e tn l i t i s  ^ .o u t t h e l .  
h o u s  a n l th a i r  f - l l l « s .  Sh» « « d e = !  aixM: t h .  o t l » t

OJ m d  f m n  c o u tt o r  hone. M i d  c e ll#  r a  = «  t o r  Im g  
w  p n io h r o i  a *  —  "  t r a n s i t  pototS  f o r  those

^ 3 — ' S —^
h e ld  to lp d a o n s  « t n o t  jo l l c *  « t» t t a « .  F i r s t  «as hsM  

i n  bo th . h e r  davs iti

th e  p o l l ,  s ta t io n  cm cenm  hHr b a th  t i a *  ro u tin e . Sha 
t o  ensure th a t  th e  wmdxeaees d id  n o t va ry  th i s  

h e r ,  as rou tina  vaa cemforting.mm   u —  Wrt- ♦•Vies ta rd re s se s  i f

o f  to rp id  in a c ti’rf.ty. 
( Ib id , page 39)



in  v. a j l "  th e  te x ts  d iscussed  I n  t h i s  study , 
e lg r k d in c e  o£ s to r y te l l in g , o f  vo ic e , o f  canm m ication

tom allY y th is  d ie p ts r  i s  no d if f e r e n t ;  th e  focus he re  i s  
' th e  lack  o£ a l l  th e  above. A ctual oral,,

, h a s ' been rep laced  by  w ri tte n  and published 
S lo p , o i  th e  experience. ; T his i s  ose  o f  th e  reasons l 

x p r  th #  quan tity  o f  soU taxy  .bcn finace it l i t e r a t u r e .  16a 
{or d ia iy  o t  m snoii, e v e i I s c te ra )  sep laces th e  

speech jand  th e  yam s described  i n  bottli I s s s in s 's  and

s x 'l  w aiting . i
i fccok aj^jut in c a rce ra tio n  i s  d i f f e r e n t  4 
= Pnid Stcne Jug and L es s in g 's  IggL B E SB  '  
cne major ..respecti t im e  bodes a ttem pt 

1 o f  t i #  s o c ia l w orld o£ th e  pciflon. Ruth 
^  vmiiBt. * . . th a t , .  ® r  sadscn ^ c c id  to ta U y . •

i t  d id  n o t .have b thees i n  ■ i t .  S te  o im o t
=a r w ie ld  because a t  no t i n e  was she a

ouu" ;in  a t#  aspec t o f  p r iso n  soc ia l  l i f e ,  f h e  was 
, ab so lu te ly  e lo n e ' fcp  cne hundrad acd seUrenttai

-  could n o t  r e s o r t  t o  B o ram 'a  tedm ique  of 
_g “l a  has B atoiC r-decease she ttia  n o t i n  con tac t 

r - s t a r t e n e s s .  Sachs' M L -M S S Z  i s
0" frcm F i r s t 's  ’ book- i n  t h i s  regpxd? he used th e  

_£, ‘ fo r  exanplS, tiie  s ta t io n  orm ander a t  Kynberg 
t s*2+irn to  coanutticate th a  w arld o f  h is

* m eat..39) F i r s t  t e l l s  hex own t a l e ,  and lin k s  i t  
ui o f  o tiie rs . She dses th ia  by  a b o r t i n g ,
A iJ s r aha heard  on h e r  re le a s e .

rfnr- fr ie d  t o  do th e  sane in  h is  book,
_  ̂ _ y e . T heir  tocconts o f  th e  a r r e s t s  a t  R ivm ia , 

oC thB ^ e s c ^ e  tx o n  j a r s h a l l  Square and of th a  o the r 
drta^neW  a re  f a c tu a l ly  aJmoat id e n tic a l ,  b u t a re  
presen ted  very  d if fe re n tly .  While Ruth K x a t  ranained  th e  
"objective" jo u rn a l is t  J a m s  San to r PEeaented



F i r s t 's  " jo u rn a lis tic "  in s e r ts  include 
ng xTt-a  o f  VKilpe and G oW zeich 's escape, Dennis Brutus' 
e scape,41 rgfarancga to  o th e r  90 day de ta in e es , deaths 
i n  detenteU-v and th e  lo s s  o f  s a n i ty  su ffe red  by severa l 
d e ta in e es , etije u ses th e se  in s e r t s  a s  conpLeraits t o  h e r 
own a tp ed e rtce , n o t on ly  t e  v a lid a te  h e r  own, b i t  to  
axpsaa th e  cenditi/.ms o f  o th e rs .

Since  F i r s t  was n e t  a b le  to -ccw struct a  world s imi l a r  
t o  th o se  o f  reg u la r  p r isc m ers ,.su d i a s  Bosmn a o i le ssing ', 
she  c cn s tru c ts  cne frcm th e  e ap tiness  and sta rknesa  of he r 
t anW H nn. Although in s id e -a  p r iso n , she  vaa i n  e f f e c t  an 
rmfafrfnr who knew l i t t l e  o f  t e i s a i  ro u tin e  and never n e t

to e re  i s  no o r a l  t r a d i t io n  w ith in  th e  p tis e n  f o r  
s o l i ta r y  de tainaes to  h e a t; th e  t e s t  titay  can g e t fo r  
e e n p le ,  a re  th e  e a d tb le s  o f  pceviouB inmates on c e l l

*1 am hem  f o r  nu rdering  my fcety. I 'm  14 years 
. . .«  ' D’e  ^rH r-paagg to ld  n e  th e y  remBibared
to a t .  g i r lv  They - were vague a k m t au thors of 
o th e r  w all s c r l tb le s .  "Magda laves V inceat fo r  
Ever . . .*  appeared se irem l times, in  davot?sdly 
r e r s i s t e t t  p roclam ation. Otthees ccoveyed v e .
«nne» eentdinente b i t  w ith  lewd woods a n i  te o  

. -r-griiif- iU u k b a tlo n s , and in  between tiie  
obacw iities on th e  v e i l  crawled th e  h e a r ts  and 
Cutdd 'a aceows. 1 ate.-wemen p r isc n e rs  o f  th e

Cora b.\ck] slogan s t i l l - f a i n t l y  v is ib le .
(3W4; page 10)

M  ja io n s tisk ed : ti l ; ,.th e  eretfious d ie p te r s , convicted 
i eha%a virrlous p tis c n  e ^ e i e i c e e  w ith  one

ttdjy ta l e s  (S  what has h ^ $ « ied  in  th e
p a s t ,  t * a t  i s  happsd ’̂ } cuneeriy.y. Owy gossip  about 
f e l i w  carwicW  a n l  n b a j t  th e  w arders. Despite s t r i c t  
ru le s ,  c o w ic te d  p riso n ers  a re  i n  con tinual c m ttsc t w ith 
one ano ther and th e re  a re  m  bass cn «4ieir eannm icatijig . 

$tic s o l i ta r y  d e ta in e es , v*o a re  deprivB i o f  a l l  
kLth o th e r  p riso n  inm ates, th e re  i s

i&i
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in  knowing th a t  ti>s e zpedsnca  o f  incaro scation  la  
sha red . D da  a tp l ie s  p ir tlc u la jr ly  t o  so U ta ry  detalneee 
whose so lace  l i e s  I n  tiie  taofdadge th a t  n o t only have 
o th e rs  dw eed th e i r  experiences,, b i t  th a t  th e y , have 
aucvived. » e  p u b llc a t icn  o f  a  .p riso n  aipfti-Jfiiice  in  
iw li ta ry  c aifiaeD sn t se rves t o  seaBsure fu tu re  detainees 
t h a t  nsost 4 s surv ive  th e  o rd e a l, d e sp ite  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  d f  

in  d e te n tlc a .43 to e  k # A i g e  th a t  another 
psKSm experienced th e  same o r  a M t i r  m d e a l i s  Indeed 
con to rtin g . Bioededge th a t  o th e r  people a re  I n  d e te n tim  
a t  t h e  "  t i s a  hiw eyer, can b e  d is tre s s in g  and confusing 

a s  w e ll as reassu ring . 1
Star e a t p l e ,  when F i r s t  d is o w n e d  th a t  Hazel 

G oldreich, a t  «hose tm e  th e  B iroH a  a ^ s s t s  were'nBde, 
yag a im  io c arce ta ted  a t  M arshall Sguayr.v ^  was

(Ibiii, $age 26)

Another i ro id e n t e tta t F i r s t  e l a t e s  was th e  d isco rery  • 
th a t  janes Kantor had been de tained . A t iix s fc , th i s  
confused and puaaled .hec , sa th ac  than  consoled War, a s  sha 
knew th a t  he was n o t a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t .  (S is  dissevered 
to n to r-a  d e te n tim  through one o f  the s o r iM is  on th e  
cdiirtgazd w a ll.)  Kantor was linked  to  th e  p o l i t ic a l  
m avaen ts t o  W dd, F i a t  belnnged on ly  through h is  

to  Harold tto lpe, h i s  b rctitefr-in-latf and W a l  
p a rtn e r . Althou^i a t  f i r s t  stunned lay th e  discovery o f  h ia  
d e ten tio n . F i r s t  soon tu rned  t h i s  knowledge to  h e r 
advantage; sha r e a lis e d  th a t  i f  Kantor had been detained, 
W olpe's escape fxeex M arshall Square, which She a lready  
knsw about,45 had been t o t a l l y  successfu l.

I t  'tr"™  seem fean  Ruth F i r s t 's  t e x t  th a t  she was
involved in  pl&aiiiig the hideort of th e  escapers and knew



th a t  th e  sscapa  v as scheduled fo r  10th August. 
on 9 th  August scotitcw absolved h e r Eton suspicion.

E Erst how she  w a  ju s t  beginnim
used to  h e r  new smaoundlngs »*en a te  vas 

fcy a  o aueo tim  IB th e  p c is a i .  On th e  Saturday 
ereh ing , she  heard  a  b a ttle , c ra sh  m to  th e  f lo o r . On

were tigtit>liKSSd, o i  edge.
A fav a r  eeemed to  rage  in  th e  working p a r t  of 
th e  po lic e  s ta t io n , and th e  ra is e d  temperature 
flowed o u t to  th e  prisoners  l y i i g  i n  t W r  
c e l ls .  There w e e  fou r in s tea d  o f  two 
inapsctiOTS th a t  n ig h t.
(Ib id , page 19)

• frvn a f te ti ,  M r s t  r e a lis e d  th a t  she had a  conpanion 
In  th e  c e l ls 46 ' r  Anne-tiarle Molpe,' H aro ld 's w ife. She

I f  tone-U arie  had been taken , Harold must hare 
go t s a fe ly  aw^-. The esca ra  had care  o f f ,
I  W elded. O d r ty -s ix  hours be fo re  I  had gone 
ii t te  vnrgViall s$uare "s tseaJasut o f  tiie  c e l l s  was 
being  planned "" .
(Ib id , ^ g e -  20)

F i r s t  was a t  no tim e questioned aoauc m e  eecs*®, «•«- 
i n  h e r  msnoir aha w hites about! i t  a s  i f  she w e e  K no ttin g  
i t  i n  h e r new ap^sr. Her 'corte I s  detached and as da jec tive  
a s  po ss ib le . 1 She rev e a ls  th a t  th e  b o t t l e  she heard 
hceeldng was kicked over fcy A rthur Go2dreich during th e  

f l ig h t .
F i r s t 's  in s e r t  about tiie  escape i s  p rin te d  in  

i t a l i c s ,  h e r  way o f  p resen ting  events r e la te d  t o  her 
b u t o f  whMi she was n o t’a  p a r t .  Die s to ry  sha 

p eeam ts about th e  escape waa c le a r ly  heard  e£tex  her 
re ls e s e .47 The a e c t ia i s  o f  th e  book th a t  ^ j e a r  i a  
i t a l i c s  a re  th e  p ieces i n  vfoLdi h e r  jo u rn a l is tic  s k i l l  ia  

ev iden t.48
Oie o f  th e  more im portant reasens f o r  publi shing  

o n e 's  pH  mon axparlarice i s  to  inform th e  general v&>1±g 
about th e  conditions under v8iidi de tainees a re  held aad



th a t  th e  escape was scheduled f o r  10th August. Her s n s s t  
cn 9 th  August sanahcw absolved he r front susp ta icn .

F i r s t  (k scd b M  iiow sha was ju s t  beginning' to  gat 
h f flse lf  used to  h e r  new surroundings whsn she was 
d isru p te d  by a  c am o tlcn  i n  th e  p riso n . Ch th e  Saturday 
evening, she heaxd a  b o t t l e  c rash  en to  th e  f lo o r , cn

s o e  t i * * - l l E $ e d r  « i  e d g e .
A feve r • seemed t o  raga  in  th e  wocklng p a r i  t i ­
th e  p o lic e  s ta t io n ,  and th e  ra is e d  temgerittuce 
£lcm d  o u t t o  th e  p r lsm a ss  ly in g  in  tis e lr  
c e l l s .  There wejra fou r in stea d  of! two 
iie p e o tia n s  th a t  s ig h t .  |
( Ib id , paga 19) j

• Socn a f t e r ,  F i r s t  r e a lis e d  t^ ia t she had aj eonganion 
i n  th e  ceU a46' -  Ams-JSarie. Wslps, " B aro ld 's  w ife. She

I f  Anne-Marie had bem  ta k m , lferold,Kusl£ have 
g a t s a fe ly  e tey . tiie  escape hed co re  <?ff,
I  d e c i d e d .  B i i r t y - s i x  h o u i s  k e f  c e r e  I  h a d  g a n e  
i n t o  t o r s h a l l  S q u a r e  a  b z s ^ k c u t  c e ?  t h e  c e l i s  w a s  
b e i n g  p l a n n e d  . . .  '  J  .
{2iidr page 20) ;

Ptrat vtefl at
i n  h e r memoir eho w ri te s  about i t  aa i t  she war^ r ^ a r t i a g  
i t ;  i n  hep newspaper. Her tone  i s  detached and bL  ob jective  
a s  pa ss ib le . She zeveals th a t  th a  b a ttle  she 2*azd 
ts e a id iy  was kicked over by A rthur GoMceid] during th e

M is t 's  in s e r t  about th e  e a c ^ e  Is . p rin tsd  in  
i t a l i cs ,  h e r  way o f  p resen ting  even ts s e l i te d  to  h e r 
d e te o tim  bu t o f v*iich she  was n o t a  g e r t .  s to ry  she 
p se se i ts  afcoit th e  escape was c le a rly  hea£d a f te r  her 
r e le ase .* 7 Baa secSytons o f  th e  beck th a ^  afgear in  
i t a l i c s  a re  th e  p ieces in  whicb h e r  Jo u rn a l is tic  s k i l l  i s  
ev id en t.48

Cne o f  th e  norm inpartane  s s a sa ts  f a r  pihn«A iivj 
o n e 's  p riso n  e ^ e r ie n c e  i s  t o  inform  th e  general public 
about th a  conditions under Which detainees a re  he ld  and



I n i i j s c t l y  to  a s s i s t  fu tu re  d e ta inees i n  dev ising  su rv iv a l 
Ob  w ri tte n  word .tep laces th e  ve rba l 

i the: ta k as  p lace  I n  a -c aw sn tian a l p rladn

s i tu a t io n .
•m is functloa  of Ruth F i r s t 's  b * k  (acd those  o£ Most 

nt-her Mrtt-ara describ ing  izpclscnmemt i n  South A frtoa) i s  
h o w re c , j e r t i a l l y  l o s t .  Olie South A frican  a u th o r i tie s  
banned bodk eo t h a t  Scutti A frican  readers  could, n o t
Jjsvb access to  i t . 50 O de  i s  one o f  t i *  w y s  of d sq d n g  
^■ n jnaea  a  voice and a  co n tac t w ith  th e d r  w arld . |

m  p ?  revs F i rp t  rev e a ls  th a t  J i e  ysa  e e l i - p r ^ m s d  
f o r  he r d e te i t im .  to e  pcevicas s e a r ,  li'62 r she had been

eegnades ■ f r m  th e  SBCS had bean de tained  os, a rre s te d  a t  
R iv m ia . She was w orried th rougho it b a r  117 days dhat th e  
s t a t e  would charge h e r  i n  th e  R ivm ia . T r ia l .51 She

• • A e M ^  W b e R v i ] y i i # i a a t e d k y i n f o a ^
by .tiie lo g ic  o f  th e  Secu rity  p o lic e  who. Knew 

d . ' She d id  n o t th in k  th a t  th e  s ta te  oauM
pcesa o iy  serious charges o ^ i n s t  h e r, b a t  she  w a s ie d  
n m e th e le s s .52 to  f e r a e  she toew , tS e  p r ly  charge they  
osu ld  p ress  was one f o r  p o a ea ssla i o f  a  banned journal -  
th e  c o ia r 'o f  “Fighting Salic" t h a t  had been found in  h e r

thinking a b s i t  why d ie  * 
t e l l s  t t i a t  ehe p a tied  a  su itc a se  vd.th E a r tic u la r  ite ^ s  

a t  making th e  d e ten tion  aor^iow bearab le .

( Ib id , page 17)

S js  knew exac tly  what she would need and what was

allowed. But as E llen  Kuzwayo r e la te s ,  -
and w aiting  fe e  th e  a r r e s t ,  one cannot be

foe  th e  eho<* when i t  a c tu a lly  happens. KuSvayo



s y  .
e v e r y th in g  o u t .  ' . ...
(interview) ; ^
N e v e rth e ie e B , o n ce  i n  th e  c e l l ,  t h e  th o u g h ts  o f  o th e r  

p e o p l e 's  expeViOTiaes do r e t u r n  a n d  c an  a s s i s t  th e ^ d e ta in ^ e  
in  a d j u s t i n g  to  s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e m e n t.

F i r s i .  r e c a l l s  how . s h e ' 'h a d  ^ a d - r e v e r a l .  I d e a s  a b o u t
• W  • *  W *  Sh« m e r .to c . =»»«gl«d
« ,  ,  - - . a i i i ;  614dm, p«i*full.y In h e r  r e d  t a a r t *
t i , , !  , , ,  i t  t o  i t l t o h  « < a U M > M » M >  .
c lo tb i a c j , fe ^ to " ''t fc ra tc h  on  w a l l s .

From €hS< f i r s t  ;day a t  M a rs h a l l  S q u a re , R uth  F i r s t  
d e s ig n e d  & " ' ^ a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  h e & s e l f ,  t o .o c c u p y  th e  tim e  
s h e  was':: n o t  . a s l e e p .  .0A l l  s o l i t a r y  d e t a in e e s  w r i t e  a b o u t 
t h e  .vay t h e y  t r % , W l l l " t h e i r  t i # .  Host r i g i d  ,o f  a l ^ . f  
..as r e l a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  was A lb ie  S a c h s . ;

• f i t s t  •'was m ore f o r t u n a t e  th a n  M ost d e t a in e e s  i n  t h a t
s h e  h a d  a  b e d . , A t t h a t  s t a g e ,  many p r i s o n e r s  d id  n o t  have
b e d s  b u t  s l e p t  on  m a ts  on  th e  f l o o r . - H e r  bed"w as t h e  m ost 
im p o r ta n t  p la c e ,,  i n  t h e  c e l l ?  i t  w as t h e  o n ly  p la c e  i p  th e  
c e l l  t h p t  sh e  c o u ld  l i v e  h e r  p r i v a t S ,  s e c r e t  l i f e .  She 
c o u ld  t h i n k ,  s l e e p  and' d ream , V

She d e s c r ib e s  ho*., :■ and  why th in k i n g  was t h e  m ost
im p o r ta n t  o fr a l l  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s - . ’ f t  h e lp e d  h e r  t o  p r e p a re  
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  and  a l lo w e d  h e r  sp a c e  i n  w h ich  t o
a s s e s s  h e r  com m itm eht t p  th e . SK IP. She a l s o  th o u g h t  a b o u t 
h e r  c h i l d r e n  and h e r  h u sb a n d , h e r ;  p a r e n t s  and  h 6 r  
b r o t h e r .  B u t -m o s t o f  a l l  She th o u g h t  a b o u t  p o s s ib l e  
i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .

She made i t  h e r  p r im a ry  a im  t o  b e 1 a b l e  t o  p re -em p t 
q u e s t io n s  and  p la n  w ays t o  a v o id  a n sw e r in g  them . She

i n t e r r o g a t o r s .
(op  c i t ,  p ag e  19)



y e t  she e a r ly  cn  i a  h e r  de ten tio n  th a t  she could

n o t allow  rherself t o  th in k  a l l  th e  tim e.
I  pushed out o f my head a ’jm ble oE ideas and 
th e iW a of people, a  delikeiate iesolve to  
thlxtie slowly, afrrat one thing a t  a  tl-ae,' and to 
sttice tm as such as I  could fo r fee tirtme d^s. 
a iti n i^ its ,  I  ,$oiiqmed thinkhig about how 
1/,'would try  to  &afis tha tin e , m a t, too, would 
be a »object for future hours. Shis toa a time 
.of R tric t anergency, and oiTl^d for stid st 
rattoniiig.
( B id ,  page 19)

A fte r  on ly  a  veay b r ie f  s p e l l  on her1 exert, F i r s t  reveals’ 

th a t  she  was
-forced to  do W t  storybook prisoners_do8 pace 
the Amgtfi an i kosadtii of the  ce ll.
( Ib id , page 10)

r - Die rmfwenqp to  stoe^odk pri.sotiens indicates^that 
a t  was aware of a  l i te ra ry  trad ition  o £ ' prison 

KipUinq. She knew feamreading bode about prisoners that 
kth a t ''•ma the prisctiees. spent th e ir  t in e . . She cites 

'  the exr^ple partly  beeaiise ’’she i s  now part of th is
e&6U.y ..

S ia  -n rim in a  : i* a t  site was deprived o f  a l l  to m s  o f  
s w j n i l i - -  no bcoka or- nestopapera, no p s i  or.pspag, r o -  

' no cenpary« W orst o f  a l l ,  sha  v a i  no t a llo rjS i
a iy  v i s i t s ,  a a e p t  o c ca sio n ally  t y  sp e c ia l pem isB im . 
S s ' saw t e c  n e th e r  th re e  tim es, and he r ch ild ren  t s i e e .  
Site hlB3 saw h e c  s is te ty in -la w  a itie .

As t i r o  dragged on , F i r s t  discovered aad invented 
■ m a y  methods o f  ,passing th e  t i n e ,  a p a r t from th ink ing  and 
pacing . sha  raad  th e  g r a f i t t i  on ti* . c e l l  w alls , and

over i t .  She sc ra tched  bsv. own in sc rip tio n s 

alongside  these .
C«e o f  F i r s t 's  most eareiting and in te re s tin g  

a c t iv i t ie s  was peering  t h r o #  th e  b a rs  of th e  window, 
t r y in g  to  d e c ig te -  ne- s p a p e r  head lines m  poste rs  taped  to  
a  po le  ou ts id e . (M arshall Square was i n  Jefcann-aburg's



# R * p

C t o l  B » to « . D U trM , m « = = = » ^ - l l » = M l " j

m . — u . )  m  T * . "
_  t te c t iM ;  . . a t a w p i —  * — ( » — — * ™

= :  p « w  — ,  b = -=  « q W  =  —  — "
ctoscured headlines. She w rite s

*
( Ib id , page 41)

5SJ »  * «  w e .  « «  =™ m « «  * *  m t  t u t  T i "  
ta g  "Qoate". She dM  n o t  th to k  th a t  Bhcdas.U van

m r n m ."  m t t  a n t  « .  « « »  o f  a »  . « ? »  • i w j "

a i t o — , = d  — l— l  a m  P ” » l»  »id  o J - »  c lothing

,  i n  z e rn b a n  a »  w
th e ^ d lH a o sn a e  te ttreen

MMittnrBg i n  th e  c e l l s .
(Ib id , page 18)

#
' '  .  k  '

- v . ' :



f i r s t  had access n o t o i ly  t o  b a r  su itc a se , ecmb and 
L ip s tick , b u t a lso  to - th e  g la ss  cosm etic b a t t le s  she had 
packed: was a  fcatdddan ctoject because «E i t s
danger d m l d  prifluysca beccma v io le n t.

Tteq>4w. h e r  acknowledged d if fe re n c e  o f  s ta tu s ,  F i r s t  
h e rse lf  w ith  tlae oBiers because th a t  i s  h m  tiie 

was s e a l  by prison  ̂ i t a f f  Ui t h e i r  carcying c u t o f  basic  
d a i ly  A ltto u ^ t she m s  th e re 'u n d er harsher
ta rn s ,  she was ..(KaetAeM a su b je c t t o  th e  ^ im s  o f  th e

She o the r major d if fe ren c e  betoresi F i r s t  a iri t i e  
s e g o la r  p r iso ie rs  was, of; course , t h a t  she was in  so lita ry , 
confiflenart, denied b a i l ' and access  t o  le g a l .counsel. Per 
m e t  o f  th e  117 days, she  was th e  o i l y  wonaj de tainee  in  
th e  country. tiie  others-, who w r e  x& eeisa i'ia ixL y  soon 
a f t e r  th e i r  were ffize l G oldxsich and im e-M arie

TOslpe.57 y-..
j y  she w a s .f r . 'y a lita iy  confinement, F i r s t  w s  cfaiioi 

a l l  cen ter '  vd-tk y th a r-v iiite  g r iso n e rs : sha recouots th a t  
i f  ehe wb- t o  have h e r  b a th , a l l  o the rs  wece

locked esay. ’ '
B d s  24 . i y S ^ a  d a y  so li tu d e  i s  s t i l l  snfeecedj00 

K arina bst1. /  A tta ined  to r ^ f o ta :  and a  lia lf  Bcnths in  
1984 -  85, • dBseadtee h e r  e o lito d e  in  John V orstar Square 

. a n i  p j^ fc loof (adsons
I f  I  w as'ie ing  anyi&ere and o th e r  p riso ieca  w e e  
in  th e  passage, tiiey  were o rdered to  face  the  
w all u n t i l  I 'd  passed . I  d o n 't  kna r Wiat the  

o f  me would have done to  them; I  was th e  
one # o  needed human c cn ta c t.
( Ib id , page 67)

phi on B3zna$o, de ta ined  in  1377 a t  t i e  F o rt in  
Johannesburg, how a d d e sc e it t  g i r l s  de tained in
s o l i ta r y  canfineam t were n o t allow ed to  be seen t y  th e  
a d u lt dM ainees; th e  a d u lts ,  n e t  a l l  o f  whrm w r e  in  
s o l i ta r y  conftoenent, made every  e f f o r t  t o  «aimmicata 

v e rb a lly  w ith them:



i n  c h a rg e  g o t  f u r i o u s ■
( In t e r v ie w )
F i r s t  r e l a t e s  how o n e  day, due  t o  t h e  n e g lig e n c e  o f  

a w a r d r e s s ,  s h e  and  H az e l G o ld r e ic h  w ere  l e f t  a lo n e  
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  y a r d .  As so o n  a s  t h i s  was 
d is c o v e r e d ,  th e y  w ere  s e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  c e l l s ,  b u t ,  a s  
q u o te d  e a r l i e r ,  th e y  h a d  s e e n  e a c h  o t h e r ,  and  f e l t  c o m fo r t 
i n  t h e  know ledge  o f  t h e  o t h e r ' s  p re se n c e ..

A f t e r  s e e s  tim e  a t  M a rs h a l l  S q u a re , F i r s t  was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  P r e t o r i a  C e n t r a l i 59 s h e  w r i t e s  t h a t  
th e £ e , s h e  w ou ld  hang  from  h e r  b a r s  and  s t a r e  o u t  a t  th e  
pt jion W orld be low  h e r .  o n c e  i n  a  new a tm o s p h e re , .s h e  
f o u n d  s h e  had  t o  r e d e s ig n  h e r  t im e - p a s s in g  a c t i v i t i e s .  In  
Marshall S q u a re  sh e  u s e d  t o  p a s s  tim e  b y , f o r  ex am p le , 
s l e e p i n g , - - o r  s t a r i n g  th r o u g h  th e  b a r s .  A t P r e to r i a  
C e n t r a l ,  :e h e , n o te s  t h a t  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  s c r a t c h  t h e  w a l l 
w i th  h e r  h a i i p i n ,  s o  s h e  moved h e r  c a le n d a r  t o  t h e  l a p e l  
o f  h e r  d r e s s i n g  gown, w here

SJSSH
t h r e e  d a y s  o f f  t h e  n in e ty .
(op  c i t ,  p ag e  74)

She s a y s  a s  w e l l  t h a t  

( I b i d ,  p a g e  73)



M M

Her r o u t in e  a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d in g  m aking, s t r ip p in g  
and rem aking t h e  bed s e v e r a l  t im es  a day , f o ld in g  and 
r e - f o l d in g  h e r  c lo t h e s , p a c k in g  and r ep a ck in g  her  red  

s u i t c a s e ;  sh e

t o  p u sh , tim e  f o rw a rd .
W ith s o  many em pty, m ea n in g less  1

a c t i v i t i e s ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r is in g  t h a t  I 
v i v i d l y  e v e r y th i t t f t  . t l> a t happr—1 
E very  c o n v e r sa t io n  sh e  had 
im p r in te d  dn . h e r  memory,
I n te r r o g a t i c n s  were f a i r l y  
t h e y  w ere a lm o st a lw ays t h e  sam e. She 
r e v e a l  n o th in g  about h e r s e l f ,  her  husbar 
a c t i v i t y ,  b u t sh e  was t r y in g  t o  g a in  at 
t o t  her  own armoury by l i s t e n i n g
q u e s t io n s  a sk ed  by t h e  S e c u r ity  P o lic e ,  
sh e  t r i e d  t o  gauge how much th e y  knew abou t her  and her  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o o .  t h e  » . y  th e y  f o i .u l a t e d  t h e ir
q u e s t i o n s .60

D e te n t io n  w ith o u t  t r i a l  i=  n o t  a - n i q i e l y  S outh  
A f r ic a n  fo rm  o f  i » p r i» o n » e n t , b u t  i n  S o u th  A f r ic a  su c h  
d e t e n t i o n  h a .  b e en  c a r e f u l l y  l e g i s l a t e d  s in c e  1 9 « t l  .n d  
h a s  r e c e iv e d  much a t t e n t i o n  from  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n , . 62 The d e a th  In d e te n t i o n  o f  65

c lo th in g

w ould  p la y
p ap er bag
up much
ig them

m #



since  th e  to tttoducticn  o f  th e  "no t r i a l  law*, ia  
doe n o t on ly  t o  Secu rity  P o lice  b r u ta l i ty  b u t a ls o  to  th e  
e f f e c ts  o f  s o l i ta r y  confinement and extreme dep riva tion , 
^ n + a r y  rm fim m an t was th e  f e te  o f  anyone d e ta ined  under 

th a  *ro t r i a l  law".
ite n ja l BtimulaticB oil any kind  w s  ab so lu te ly  

te a id M m }  .n in e ty  day det a in s  wsse a l lo te d  no k c t ie  o r  
w ri tin g  m a te ria ls . Although F i r s t  had packed a  ta x k  in to  
bee  su itc a se , . i t  was co n fisca ted . Mien she  p ro te s ted  to  
h e r  ja i le r a  th a t  she had ne ttling  t o  rea d , she was to M t 

‘i t  yea la v e  sanath ing .'to  read  you w il l  .'<ot th in k  
about W  questions, Mta Slovo.
(Baid, page 83)

S h is  f m le  was dw illenged in  c o u rt -  a i  fctiialf o f 
*  sdetiBt v to  was f t t  t h a t  t im i de tained  i n  Cape town -  

and E e^ em d .63 towteds th e  m d  o f  F i r s t 's  peri/ad off 
abe was suddenly allowed p -reasonable s u ^ ly -  

”  -  —1  w ri tin g  m a teria l,, a s  were a l l  90 day
—  sh o r tly  a f t e r  th i s  dm nge, th e  o r ig in a l  ru le  

_  re-enforced  and d e ta inees ware a ic e  a^ain  d e r iv e d  o t 

read ing  m a tte r 6nd w ritin g  mate r ia l .
T b ile  P3j )Mi  was being  d riv en  from Johannesburg to  

p re te ad a , one |’ o f  tiie  S ecu rity  P o lice  o f f ic e rs  t r i e d  to  
engage h e r  i n  doaverBaticnt

He wooM ^'t m ia  t o  b e  lodeed op 
Days, vah Rensburg s a id . He d id n 't  mind t e l l in g  
sb  th a t  iwhat he eduM  m iss most would t e  bodes. 
"Really ," I  s a id . "Miat books do you, read?

' •E h ilo se ^ y ,"  he s a id .
( Ib id , page 50)

Van Seisburg was ebviously  a # ia s i s in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  
she  was n o t allowed to  reed , i n  th e  hcpe th a t  she would 
hnMV down and "confess", in s tea d , she ignored h ia  and 

f i n i n g  h e r  tim e w ith  in a n it ie s ,  
d ie  o f  th e  o f  d e ten tico  i n  s o l i ta r y  cenfinanent 

i s  to  coetee th e  d e ta inee  in to  makU^ a  g ta ta n a it, t y



depriv ing  hec/him  o f  a iy  s t i a n l i  if) th e  hope th a t  she/he 
tiiUj'/ be. m re d  to  make a  "am feasio n a l' s ta tem sn t t o  th e  

> SecJkLbf P o l ic e . •' /
jl  i h s  s e a ic i ty  p o lic e  a re  is ^ m tle s a  i n  t h e i r  p u tsu l t 

o ft/ eonfesslcna? t h ^  is s o c t  t o  p& yaioal. to r tu re , 
dtozolving '^ e a tin g s , k ic k in g , bingtog de tainees £y tb e l r  
l i s t s .  aJj s a i l  aa  e le c tr ic / s h o c k s , /  i n  th e  hope of

t j  o n ly  a  confession , b a b /isp lica ^ o n s  o f  a l l  
a sp ec ts .64 I  K hm - a .p o l i t ic a l  dettaineax (o r any 
) d ie s  ' i h  p o lic e  Custody, j ± s  s t a t e  reqoizes an 
. to  de tec tdne  ih e t± e r  the -de ia inee  k i l l e l  him self/' 

-was .k i l l e d  ky th a  /p o lic e . ‘ Ruth F i r s t  
" 1' l“ - ^ r a ^ s ;  i n  ,117 dots , Mow th e  je q u es t c o u rts  b la ta n t!^  

i e^idm ceJacd  te s tiro n y  urxter oa th . P i r a t  c i te s  th e  
e SolwaMle /sg u d le ,65 »6o di€d  a ftW

a s s M lt i  in c lu d im  d s c t e i e  gb& te and c e o s tr ic t im  

'
ih e  in q u e st c o irti ^ruled th a t  Ngudle had .com itted  

k tiy id e ' by lim ying h ia s e l f . / ' Pezbafa Lodaaiaet Mgudle 
hanged -himself -  b u t he ciid so , accordi n g  to  F i r s t ,  as 
a, d ir e c t  r e s u l t  o f  th e  tkotelity t o  tA id i he  had been
stibjec ted; th e  im pjest c ou rt absolved th e  po lic e  ;.bE j d l
culpabL U ty. !tiny o f  tiB  soiddes W iia  occur in -'p riscn  
can b e  lin k e d  t o  p o lic e  tu i i ta l i ty  bo th  in  i t s  # g s 6 % t and 
psychological raniEestatiCTM. (Ruth F i r s t  deacgtbes t e r  
owi su ic id e  attem pt as a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  psychological 

Cto ieB * . impased cn h e r  h§- her in te e w g a ta w .)
C s iiq  h e r  ■ jo u rn a l is t ic  e i^ e c t is e ,  F i r s t 'r e a c t s  on 

’ Hgt%ili&.'g'de6iSi and th e  subsequent inquests % /
Rineey-Day law was p im ilgated^ in! itay. On 

-■ &  . A M k  Zjx^mzt m $  det a il e d . On
'' ■ ■ S x,Seo8Miibae> six tae ti days l a te r ,  he was found

T deed 'fit1 i l l s  r a l \ .  A. s h s r t  news item' t o  th is
4. e f f e s t  'appeated l a  ebs d a i ly  pzsifs. ( . . . )  The

W ^ is t ra te  re tu rned  a  v sod lc t th a t  ,'Iaoksmart 
^s6iw a«ils tsgudla had eonnited a i ic id e  t y  

'i hanging h im self, and M s death  eas.'not doe to
’ ' .-' "any a c t  o r  cmiaaicn involving car amounting to

a s  offentie o f  th e  p a r t  o f  »ny person,"
( Ib id , page 103)



t s i l i n j  a ™  t ix m  t e a e u .  s b .  « «  • — tv »  M  t r a l M . ,  

a rti  th e y  v e re  n o t s a t is f ie d .
I t t m g h m  th a  L17 t o p ,  « »  S r a r l t T  «t ie d  ™

t i l d t  «  Btatenenti t i - H o t .  I s
tto y  tiareaTened W r id th  . p c W = * l — » < * * » ' —  
th a t a s r  k » r  « i » t ' =l« «  b e =  lra = lv « l 111 am  tbut 

had m d . =  «hM i t i B l l » t « l  1= .  H i s t
t o .  th a t « .  had 4»  rotiitog to  r a n t  .  W  
s - t m o ,  had Sdaltad m n d a  = l y  m m , ,« d  had m t

'charged, deapLte th a  co n tim e d  in s is tan o a  p£ th e  
th t= O T .t= r=  th a t  alia w s ild  Be- B «  p M id

t e  charged Secause a  newspaper sepce t in  th e .
D aiti- t o l l  of i l s t  O c tito r  1963 SE^.O ated th a t  she would

^ t  sta tes  i "Ruth Store IS t o t e  (fcaged* -
4 tu th  giovo ( . . . )  l a  e i® e d ^  t o  b e  charged -  P=d=ti3^ a t  

t h e a r i o f  h e r  9d-dafE sniod-nex t w eS t.1
W n  she w® a rre s te d , F i r s t  assnmsd th a t  i t  t a s  in  

w ith  th e  a r r e s t s  a t  R ivm ia . a ®  'knew th a t  she 
1 had to  c a re fu lly  abou t th a  e re n ts  a t  Rivonia to

'ensuee th a t  she d id  n o t r e e e a l  any; i n f e o a t im  to  he r 
i a t a m q a t o n .  She strugg led  to  in v m t an in te rro g a tic n  so 
t h a t  she could rehearse  h e r  n m -o a m ita l answers. Oie 
a c tu a l to te m g a t ic m  were f a r  worse than ' she had 
Ir-g ina ri, b a t th e  rehearsed answecs w aited  noietfcsless.

iro n ic a lly , F i r s t  was a b le  t o  seheaB e h e r answers 
and pcepare h e rse lf  fo r  in ta r ro g a tic n  because fo r  th e  
f i r s t  t i r o  i n  marry n o r th s , she had seme t in e  t o  h e rse lf . 
Had she been in  a  ccmsm al c e l l ,  U n i t  r ig h t  no t hare  

to  manipulate th e  s i tu a t io n  in  h e r  f ew u r . to e



id e a  c£ ts to g  th e  t i m  and « U tu d e  to  th in k  t e  «wn ■ 
i s  an iiw sta ion  o f  th e  in te n tio n  o f  so li ta a y  , 

confinement, a s  e e tlin e d  above.
W riting about de ten tio n  serves a s  a  b ridge  between 

s o l i ta r y  cenfinsnent and rea w p tio n  o f  daU y  l i f e ?  i t  .:
a ls o  p rorides a  meenfl f o r  dealing  vd tit th e  e -o tio n a l pa in  .

o f  th e  detetiticai-
n  ™ p l » ,  H a t  t t O T g h l m w l t t o g t a

A .  f O b  d n t  M M  £ m ,h - d b l l A « > .  S »

( S id ,  page 12) ■•' .

L a te r , she w ri-ta ____________________________________

■ LSs  ^ zE & sz? a : «  ,
th ink ing  absu t them.
(Ib id , page 57)

She clatias th a t  she t r i e d  b a r  hacdest t o  th in k  m ly  o f  h e r 
— in  «.Trl|sf  t o  su rv ive  i t .predicament, In  o rd e r  t o  su rv ive  i t .

She over th e  B iron ia  a B e a ts  and tiie  passJldfi -

« .  h .  —  « = » ,
—  o f  ■ ngbtlug  M l *  th a t  had been fm od ^  b e t  b m e  

m J e t r f  U  S b . aaU be d»= l= d  » l th  p r o s i t g  «  

m m a d  p M M d m i  - a  ■*» J ”
a m .  a— i — , = « * — '  *“  “ * ‘ f 4  "
B l r a l . .  a =  t o  e r a *  * »  * a t  M d 1» «  Pi— » 1
t t e t .  to  te a l i a a  H a t  H m m t  a l l  =« t h - r a i d  r e o l v .  
le n g tb f  sentences, she  - a  deeply c = m » d  s b m t t in e .

I t  i s  dn te w stln g  to  obse rre  ho» P l t a t  a l t e t s  w
e ltm g  style * «  ab. « r l t» s  a b e t  iecpl. «h=-an » lot

to  t o t .  « b m W .t ln g o :  b e t  co lleagues, M = d a  a td  SK2 
a  de tatcbed  Jo u ra a lis t ic  s ty le ; d e n

a t t t o g  o£ b e ts e l l  a » l  b e t  t o r i  = «  s b .  1 .  ™ »  
a c t io n a l .  « •  « M » i  about b e t  d i l ld te n  i r o a l  her



j a pM, a£ fee lin g  and anguish s to u t  them. She does not. 
Bush a to u t h e r  husband, Joe S lm o , t u t  r e v ^ l a  h e r

c a rae a t mi a l l ,  I  would stcuggle  n o t t o  th ink- 
about th e  d iU dren . sbey would b e  elserfieEe,
Mhttra they  could grow up w ithout th e  continuous ' 
TCTri>vW oC hb i n  «  p r i s m ,  and th a y  would have 
Jo e . I  had always needed him so? he w sild  ^ .ye  
th e  h is  confidence, h ie  qptimism, h is
Jnanur. I t  could have kem  so  m d i  werae. Joe 
might have besa s i t t i n g  i n  a  c e l l  u p s ta irs  . . .
( Ib id , gage 57)

l a t e r ,  she  H =rM bes a  v i s i t  £ im  h e r  a e th e r  and Her

c h ild ren : • "
I t  d id  then  good to  see  th « t  I  looked tiie  sane , 
and ta lked  c o t  o f  being  locked up b u t o f  school 0 
a r i  th e  c a t ,  l ib r a ry  books and ho lidays. Shawn, 
a  vu lnerable th ir te e n  year o ld , seared  c lo ses t 
t o  te a r s ;  se rio u s and wide-eyed considera te  
f fliiT m  exerted  tie r  u sua l t i g h t  c ca tffll; and 
•ta lly  Rcfcvil was d iv e rte d  throughout th e  sh o rt 
v i s i t  t y  a  ccmspiracy o f  h e r own. T h ^  handed 
hb a  o f  buhblegim cn a r r iv a l ,  and when
th e  c am  to  say g o e ty e ,  K byn  whispered in  
between t e r  hugs. . " i t ' s  Ch-EP-'s BottOegum. 
Q iere a re  th in g s  w ri tte n  cn th e  in s id e  o f  th e  
paper, sciiBthing f e e  you "to  zead l" I  cheered th e

(Bald, page 50)

H ia ofrhar s ty le  d se  ecploys i s  more ^ p re p e ia ta  ^ o r  
th e  jo u rn a l is t  than  th e  au tx iaiogr^ iier. I t  Indfl- ' 
O T d l i i l i ty  and o b je c t iv i ty  t o  h e r  r ^ o r ta g e .  I t  a lso  
a llow s hae th e  d is tan c e  t o  d e a l w ith  a  s itu a tio n  th a t  „ 
m ight have a ffec te d  h e r  l i f e  f a t  mge- t^ a s t ic s p y  -  she 
w g h t  have been found a t  L i l l i e s l e a f  Ba; ■■ ^  ^ p ris o n e d  

f o r  l i f e .
F i r s t  w rite s  a s  a  joucn tilis t' when describ ing  th e  

from mu'wihwii Square, th e  escape t»d  shooting b f  
remnim Brutus, th e  scuggled l e t t e r s  o f  cna t-p ther-Rivonia 
de ta in e es , to r tu re  and death s  in  d e te n tim , th e  fa ls e  
re le a s e s  o f  90 day d e ta in e es . -

Bar tone in  th e se  p ie ce s , most o f  them 
la a g tly , i s  Isperscnal and s l l # t l y  d is t a n t .  She tr ie s



p e e se tt fa c tu a l evidence e£ th e  experiences, o f  e th e r  
de ta inees -  «a<ng foo tno tes and r e f  e r r in g  to  peop^.-tesa  
aa  f rien d s  than  as su b jec ts  a t  a  zepeet. Bie jc u tn a l is t ic  
in s e r ts  se rre  to  balanoe Ruth F i r s t 's  p r iso n  a c o w t  go 
t h a t  i t  i s  no t s in g ly  an autobio graphy o f  one pa rstin 's  

-  i t  ^Lves a  p ic tu re  o f  a  range of- s im ila r

to  i n  th a  works o f  o th e r  s o l i ta r y  d e ta in e es ,f6 th e  
concept o f  t i r o  became th e  most ia p a r ta n t focus, o f  E l i s t 's  
l i f e .  By th ink ing  about 't in e  she oceaskinnl ̂ avoided 

p a in fu l y u x # i t s  about h e r  c h i ld im  a » l  o the r 
loved cnes, and about th e  poss i b i l i t y  o f ' h m r \ f g # g  
charges. to e  aim o f  th ink ing  afcout t i n ^ . i ^ t l ^ t h a n . .  
s ia p ly  w aiting  f o r  i t  t o  pass  was t o  fo rce  i t  to  ta v a  moss 
r ap id ly , w ith  tiie  r e s u l t  th a t  i t  passed m ats Slowly: . ^

L ite  sand d rU b lin g  th ro u ^ i an  hourglass , th e  ,,
■ • •' - ' a  ph y sica l a c t  d r ibbl i n g

(Ib id , page 74) “

assman wrote -• eete n aiv e ly  a£eut tim e in  'g tiscn , 
i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  i t  a l l  w ith  th e  a t ta y  a f  tiie  
ccnvio t Botha . so r tin g  a *  th e  p r in te r s ' ty p a .% B o stim 's  
t i n e ,  and th a t  o f  o th e r  ceraic 'ted  gM acears, Was 
w ith  'rc w tiis  even ts, labour, i l t o e s a ,  hunger s t r i t e a ;* id  
th e  prospect o f  re le a s e .  Ruth M is t 's  tim e w as- to ta lly  

she  f e l t  th a t  she requ ired  an enonrona a n w n t o f 
in i t ia t iv e  and personal s tc a ig th  t o  c c n te t th e  f u t i l i t y .

I  was appalled a t  th e  absence  o f  my tiw en tiv f 
and im a ^ n ativ e  powers. But I  determined to  
surv ive  t y  a d ju s tin g  to  a  s ta te  o f  w forcesi 
h ibernation .
( Ib id , page 73)

F i r s t 's  r^spcnse i s  s im ila r  t o  A ib ie  S a d is ', . t o  w eites 
I  always th in k  a c re  c le a r ly  a fter, b a lin g  ddoa' 
eaiB thiiw , e sp ec ia l ly  a f t e r  hairing a ty -d  around 
d g rs ic a lly . I t  i s  hard  t o  f o lio #  th n :  >*; a  lin e  
o f  thought. Shot was I  th iiik tog  'tfomtt. ju s t  
now? I  cannot remember, t o l l ,  I  a m 't  even 
th in k  p n ^ e r ly .
H i l l  Page 54)
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