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res t of the text. In M o d e r n  T y p i n g  (1976) w o m e n  

are i n v i s i b l e  and the e m p h a s i s  in the text is the 

pa rt  m e n  p l a y  in the b u s i n e s s  w o r l d .  The i m p l i ­

c a t i o n  is f i r s t l y  th at  w o m e n  are not in p o s i t i o n s  

of a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  m a k i n g  m a j o r  d e r i s i o n s ,  

and s e c o n d l y ,  the n e c e s s a r y  yet m i n o r  c l e r i c a l  

t a s k s  are a l l o t t e d  to w o m e n  b e c a u s e  r e f e r e n c e s  

are i n d i r e c t l y  m a d e  to the s e c r e t a r y  as a L a m a l e .

In this w a y  w o m e n  are m a d e  i n v i s i b l e  by o m i s s i o n ;  

the fact that th ey  do not f e a t u r e  in some te x ts  

r e v e a l s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  the s u b j e c t .  For e x a m p l e ,  

b i o l o g y  w o u l d  be s e e n  as a s c i e n c e  an d c o u l d  p e r ­

h a p s  be part  of a c o u r s e  d e s i g n e d  for boys  w h i l e  

t y p i n g  w o u l d  be s e en  as pa rt  of a c o m m e r c i a l  

c o u r s e  and thus  d e s i g n e d  for g i r l s .  A l s o , the 

i n v i s i b i l i t y  of w o m e n  w o u l d  t h e r e b y  r e v e a l  an 

a s p e c t  o n  the p e r v a d i n g  i d e o l o g y  of sex d i f f e ­

r e n c e s  .

A n o t h e r  way in w h i ch  w o m e n  are made in vi s i b l e  

is t hr ou gh  language. The part pla ye d by l a n g u ­

age has been  d i s c u s s e d  fully in c h a p t e r  two; in 

thir c o ap te r  the r e s e a r c h  will c o n c e n t r a t e  

m a i n l y  of the q u o t a t i o n s  tound in the sc hool texts.

The g e o g r a p h y  and h i s t o r y  texts r e f l e c t  an tj- 

ph a si s on the parts men play; as m e n t i o n e d  ear li er ,
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w o m e n  are e i t h e r  o m i t t e d  or t h e y  are p o r t r a y e d  

in s e c o n d a r y ,  d e p e n d e n t  r o l e s .  A u c h m u t y  (1976) 

ha s  s h o w n  in h e r  s t u d y  on w o m e n ' s  p o r t r a y a l s  in 

h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s  that  w o m e n  are n ot d e s c r i b e d  

as p i o n e e r s  Ln a n y  m o v e m e n t s  and tha t t h e y  are 

in the b a c k g r o u n d  w h e n  m e n  are v e r y  m u c h  in the 

f o r e g r o u n d , a n d  t h i s  is a l s o  tru e of the h i s t o r y  

t e x t  s t u d i e d  in the r e s e a r c h .  In the g e o g r a p h y  

t e x t  s t u d i e d ,  w o m e n  are not p o r t r a y e d  s i g n i f i ­

c a n t l y  in h u u a’'. or r e g i o n a l  g e o g r a p h y .  Bo th  

the g e o g r a p h y  and h i s t o r y  t e x t s  use m a l e - a p p r o ­

p r i a t e d  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  the i n v i s i b i l i t y  

of w o m e n .  Som e e x a m p l e s  w o u l d  be:

m a n ’s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ;  his (the r e a d e r ' s )  

aim; he (the t e a c h e r )  s h o u l d  ....; ma n 

fin ds  h i m s e l f ;  a m b i t i o u s  m e n  rose  to 

the r an k  of n o b i l i t y ;  D e c l a r a t i o n  of 

the R i g h t s  of Man ; F r e n c h m e n ;  'Let us 

be m a s t e r s  of the s t r a i g h t s ' ;  D u t c h m e n ;  

b r o t h e r h o o d  of men ; s t a t e s m a n ;  f r o n t i e r s ­

men; c h a i r m a n ;  k i n s m e n .

Th e  a b o v e  e x a m p l e s  s h o w  h o w  the use of the g e n e r i c  

m a s c u l i n e  e x c l u d e s  w o m e n  as w e l l  as any e x p e r i e n c e s  

or c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w o m e n  m a y  h a v e  h a d  w h i c h  are not 

r e f l e c t e d  in the g e o g r a p h y  and h i s t o r y  te xts.



T he h i s t o r y  te xt,  L e g a c y  of the P a s t  (19 60 ),  d o e s  

use f e m i n i n e  r e f e r e n c e s  but it m u s t  be p o i n t e d  

out th at t h e s e  o f t e n  r e f e r  to o b j e c t s  whi'-.h m e n  

h a n d l e  or c o n t r o l  or d e f e n d .  T h u s  w o m e n  are o n c e  

a g a i n  r e p r e s e n t e d  as s u b m i s s i v e ,  p a s s i v e  and d e p e n  

d e n t .  M e n  are the a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and the 

b e i n g s  in c o n t r o l :

...... this l e a g u e  t h r e a t e n e d  h e r

( B r i t a i n ' s )  s e a p o w e r  ... B r i t a i n  

wa s m i s t r e s s  of the seas ( w hi le  

F r a n c e  d o m i n a t e d  the l a nd ).  It 

had  b e c o m e  a s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  'a

w h a l e  and an e l e p h a n t '  .......

( 1 9 b O : 3 9 )

. . . m o t h e r - t o n g u e  . (19 60  )

Th e e x a m p l e  of " m o t h e r - t o n g u e "  i m p l i e s  that a 

l a n g u a g e  is l e a r n t  at h o m e ,  at the m o t h e r '  

k n e e .  W o m e n  are o n c e  a g a i n  l o c a t e d  at hom e 

w i t h  the c h i l d r e n  and th ey  are p o r t r a y e d  as 

t e a c h e r s  or ; J t r u J t o r s ;  o n c e  m o r e  f u l f i l l i n g  

a l i m i t e d  o c c u p a t i o n .

Al l the s c h o o l  t e x t s  s t u d i e d  use the g e n e r i c  m a s c u  

li ne  f o r m  but the h o u s e c r a f t  text as w e l l  as the 

t y p i n g  tex t r e f e r  to w o m e n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  a s s u m e  t h e i r  r e a d e r s h i p  to be f e m a l e .  Som e



t e x t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  V l o t  A f r i k a a n s  (1983) and 

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  P r a c t i c e  (1972) are i n ­

c o n s i s t e n t  in t h e i r  use  of the g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e  

f o r m . The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  c o m e  f r o m  the 

E n g l i s h  text:

...... s i n c e  n e i t h e r  a gir l or b o y  c an

h a v e the m o s t  o r d i n a r y  c o n t a c t s  by

h i m s e l f  ...... ( 1 9 7 2 : 1 2 9 )

1. C h o o s e  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r  and a b a c k ­

g r o u n d  in w h i c h  h e / s h e  w i l l  o p e r a t e  ...

2 .......... Is his s t r e n g t h  p h y s i c a l  or

i n t e 1 l e c t u a l  ......

 6  D o e s  he d r i v e  a R o l l s  R o y c e ?  ...

 7  tha t the r e a d e r  s y m p h a t h i z e s  w i t h

n i m / h e r ?  ( 1 9 7 2 : 1 7 0 )

S o m e t i m e s  the f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s  are u s e d  in the 

te x t :  " p e o p l e " ,  " o n e s e l f " ,  " h e / s h e " ,  " h i m / h e r " ,  

" p e r s o n " .  T h e s e  e x a m p l e s  r e f l e c t  n e u t e r  w h i c h  

r e f e r s  b a c k  to an e a r l i e r  p o i n t  m a d e  in c h a p t e r  

t wo an d tha t is, the r e c o g n i t i o n  of m a s c u l i n e  and 

f e m i n i n e  and n e u t e r  g e n d e r .  The i n c o n s i s t e n c y  

is e v i d e n t  b e c a u s e  the a b o v e  n e u t r a l  form s are 

u s e d  w h i l e  m a l e  p r o n o u n s  are a d o p t e d  in the 

m c j o r i t y  of e x a m p l e s .  Th e use of n e u t e r  b e c o m e s  

the e x c e p t i o n  m o r e  t h a n  the rule and o v e r a l l  the
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the i n v i s i b i l i t y  of w o m e n  is p e r p e t u a t e d .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  is a r u l e  p e r t a i n i n g  to g e n d e r  

f o u n d  in C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  P r a c t i c e  (19 72) :

T he  u s u a l  rule is th at, w h e n  a p r o n o u n  

is u s e d  to r e p l a c e  a n o u n  .... or .... 

a p e r s o n  w h o s e  se x is u n k n o w n  to the 

l i s t e n e r ,  the m a s c u l i n e  is u s ed .

W o m e n ' s  l i b b e r s  m i g h t  d e m a n d  that  one 

say:

T e l l  h i m / h e r  that y o u ' l l  m u r d e r  

h i m / h e r .

But e v e n  the m o s t  e x t r e m e  of w o m e n ' s  

l i b b e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  to a d m i t  t h at  this 

is r a t h e r  c l u m s y  ...... ( 1 9 7 2 : 3 2 0 )

T hi s  q u o t a t i o n  not o n l y  a t t e m p t s  to j u s t i f y  the 

use of the g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e ,  but p e r h a p s  it can 

be s a i d  th at it is a g o od  e x a m p l e  or p e r s u a s i v e  

l a n g u a g e  as w e l l .

N e g a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  are a l s o  m a d e  t o w a r d s  w o m e n .

In f ac t,  t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  are o f t e n  r e l a t e d  to 

t h e m  t a k i n g  p a r t  in 'male' a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  as 

d r i v i n g  a ca r  or b e i n g  a p o l i t i c i a n .  O f t e n  

w h e n  w o m e n  a re  i n v o l v e d  in t a s k s  u s u a l l y  s e e n  

by s o c i e c y  as b e i n g  m a l e - s p e c i f i c ,  of if t h e y  

are e n g a g e d  in task s that m a l e s  h a v e  a l w a y s
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the i n v i s i b i l i t y  of w o m e n  is p e r p e t u a t e d .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  is a r u l e  p e r t a i n i n g  to g e n d e r  

f o u n d  in C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  P r a c t i c e  (1 97 2) :

T h e  u s u a l  rul e is t h at,  w h e n  a p r o n o u n  

is u s e d  to r e p l a c e  a n o u n  .... or .... 

a p e r s o n  w h o s e  s e x  is u n k n o w n  to the 

l i s t e n e r ,  the m a s c u l i n e  is us ed.

W o m e n ' s  l i b b e r s  m i g h t  d e m a n d  t h a t  one 

s a y :

T< i h i m / h e r  that y o u ' l l  m u r d e r  

h i m / h e r .

B u t  e v e n  the m o s t  e x t r e m e  of w o m e n ' s  

l i b b e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  to a d m i t  th at  this 

is r a t h e r  c l u m s y  ...... ( 1 9 7 2 : 3 2 0 )

T h i s  q u o t a t i o n  not o n l y  a t t e m p t s  to j u s t i f y  tho 

use of the g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e ,  but p e r h a p s  it can 

be s ai d that it is a g o o d  e x a m p l e  or p e r s u a s i v e  

l a n g u a g e  as w e l l .

N e g a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  are a l s o  m a d e  t o w a r d s  w o m e n .

In fact , th e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  are o f t e n  r e l a t e d  to 

t h e m  t a k i n g  p a r t  in 'male' a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  as 

d r i v i n g  a car or b e i n g  a p o l i t i c i a n .  O f t e n  

w h e n  w o m e n  are i n v o l v e d  in t a s k s  u s u a l l y  s e en  

by s o c i e t y  as b e i n g  m a l e - s p e c i f i c ,  of if t h e y  

are e n g a g e d  in task s that m a l e s  h a ve  a l w a y s
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b e e n  i n v o l v e d  in, t h e y  r i s k  b e i n g  ' d i m i n i s h e d ' .

In C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  P r a c t i c e  ( 1 97 2) , the 

f o l l o w i n g  n e g a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e s  are ma d e :

W o m e n  are s u c h  b a d  d r i v e r s .  ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 5 9 )

N a t u r e  has g i v e n  w o m e n  so m u c h  

p o w e r  that the law h a s  v e r y  w i s e l y  

g i v e n  t h e m  l i t t l e  ...... ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 9 9 )

W o m e n  .... s c u t t l e d  g i g g l i n g  ... 

and s c r e e c h e d  as t h e y  s p l a s h e d  

t h e i r  s t o c k i n g s  .... ( 1 9 7 2 : 3 1 1 / 2 )

Why is t h i n k i n g  s o m e t h i n g  w o m e n  

n e v e r  do?

Why is lo g i c  n e v e r  t r i e d ?

S t r a i g h t e n i n g  up t h e i r  h a i r  is 

all t h e y  e v e r  do, w h y  d o n ' t  they 

s t r a i g h t e n  up the m e s s  t h a t ' s  

i n s i d e ?  ( 1 9 7 2 : 3 3 0 )

'C lo se  y o u r  fa ce!' s a id  M i m i  

C h a t t e r b o x .  ( 1 9 7 2 : 3 5 2 )

The a s s u m p t i o n s  in the a b o v e  q u o t e s  are that w o m e n  

are e s s e n t i a l l y  b a i n g s  w h o  l a c k  logic, and r e a s o n .  

T h e s e  ' q u a l i t i e s '  are o f t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  to m a l e s  

w h o  use t h e m  in the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  b u s i n e s s  w o r l d .  

I l l o g i c a l  and i r r a t i o n a l  b e h a v i o u r  (like g i g g l i n g



an d s c r e e c h i n g )  are n e g a t i v e  b e h a v i o u r s  w h i c h  are 

o f t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  to w o m e n .  In V I o t  A f r i k a a n s  

( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  w o m e n  are p o r t r a y e d  as g o s s i p s :

Die v r o u m e n s e  b e s k i n d e r  m e k a a r .  ( 1 9 8 3 : 1 6 7 )

T h e y  are p o r t r a y e d  as b e i n g  h y s t e r i c a l  and afraid:

Die v r o u m e n s e  het meks.ar v a s g e k l o u .

H u l l e  h et  h i s t e r i e s  g a g i l .  ( 1 9 8 3 : 1 6 7 )

A l l e  v r o u m e n s e  s k y n  s k r i k k e r i g  te 

w e e s  v i r  m u i s e .  (l')83:72)

In c o n c l u s i o n ,  h o w  are w o m e n  s e e n  in b r o a d e r  s o c i a l  

a r r a n g e m e n t s ?  T h e y  are p o r t r a y e d  n e g a t i v e l y  w h e n  

i n v o l v e d  in 'male' a c t i v i t i e s  and they  ar e also  

n e g a t i v e l y  r e f e r r e d  to w h e n  n o t i o n s  of f e m i n i n i t y  

( l i k e  b e i n g  p a s s i v e ,  s i l l y  or t i mi d)  are  b e i n g  

h i g h l i g h t e d .  W o m e n  are not s e e n  as b e i n g  as 

a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  in s o c i e t y  as m e n  are, they 

are mad e i n v i s i b l e  by o m i s s i o n  and m a s c u l i n e  

l a n g u a g e .  W h e n  w o m e n  are r e f e r r e d  to, t h e n  they  

o f t e n  e a r n  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h r o u g h  m e n ' s  s t a t u s ;  

they do no t st a n d  or act i n H p n e n d e n t 1y b u t  are 

p o r t r a y e d  as b e i n g  in the b a c k g r o u n d  of m a l e  

a c t i v i t i e s .
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T h i s  c h a p t e r  has f o c u s e d  on r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of



w o m e n  in s e l e c t e d  s c h o o l  t e x t s .  It has i d e n t i ­

f i e d  v a r i o u s  t h e m e s  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  a p a r t i c u l a r  

i d e o l o g y ,  an i d e o l o g y  of g e n d e r - d i f f e r e n t i a t  i o n . 

W h a t  has b e e n  e v i d e n t  is f i r s t l y ,  th at  w o m e n ’s 

s o - c a l l e d  f e m i n i n i t y  i n v o l v e s  n o t i o n s  of a t t r a c t i v e  

n e s s  in w h i c h  w o m e n  are e x p e c t e d  to be a c t i v e l y  

i n v o l v e d ;  t h e y  are e x p e c t e d  to a d o p t  p e r s o n a l  

c o d e s  as w a l l  cs n u r t u r i n g  c o r r e c t  a t t i t u d e s  and 

b e h a v i o u r s .  S e c o n d l y ,  w o m e n  are r e g a r d e d  as 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for b e a r i n g  and r e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  as 

w e l l  as t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for o t h e r  m e m b e r s  

of the h o u s e h o l d  l i k e  h u s b a n d s  and g u e s t s .  T h e s e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  l o c a t e  w o m e n  in 

d o m e s t i c  t a s k s  in the home . T h i r d l y ,  w o m e n  are 

i n v o l v e d  in a d u a l - s i t u a t i o n  w h e n  e n g a g e d  in the 

w o r k p l a c e  b e c a u s e  e v e n  t h o u g h  the y m a y  be i n v o l v e d  

in w a g e d  w o r k ,  t h e y  ere a l s o  s e e n  as r e s p o n s i b l e  

for the h om e.  A l s o ,  w a g e d  w o r k  for w o m e n  is o f t e n  

an e x t e n s i o n  of d o m e s t i c  w o r k  and g e n e r a l l y ,  

w o m e n ' s  w o r k  is r e f l e c t e d  as s e c o n d a r y  and u n i m ­

p o r t a n t .  L a s t l y ,  w o m e n  are o f t e n  s u b j e c t  to 

d i m i n i s h m e n t  in o t h e r  areas  by b e i n g  n e g a t e d ,  

by b e i n g  p l a c e d  in s u b o r d i n a t i o n  to m e n  and by 

b e i n g  u a d e  i n v i s i b l e  t h r o u g h  m a 1e - a p p r o p r i a t e d  

l a n g u a g e .  As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e s e  t h e m e s  

r e i n f o r c e  one a n o t h e r  b e c a u s e  th ey  are i n t e r ­

r e l a t e d ;  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  c o n s t r u c t  an i d e o l o g y  of 

g e n d e r  e v i d e n t  in s c h o o l  t e x t s .
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C O N C L U S I O N

W h a t  this r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t  has p r e s e n t e d  are som e 

w a y s  in w h i c h  g e n d e r  c o d e s  are r e f l e c t e d  in 

s c h o o l s  and s c h o o l  t e x t s .  The e m p h a s i s  has b e e n  

on h o w  c u r r i c u l a ,  and t e x t s  in p a r t i c u l a r  , p l a y  

a p a r t  in p r o m o t i n g  g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s .  The  e v i ­

d e n c e  for v a r i o u s  g e n d e r  co d e s  was f o u n d  in the 

p r e v a i l i n g  t h e m e s  in the l i t e r a t u r e  s t u d i e d  

w h i c h  w e r e  o u t l i n e d  in c h a p t e r  four.

But this  is n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a c o m p l e t e  r e f l e c ­

t i o n  of w ha t  is h a p p e n i n g  in s c h o o l s  and in the 

c l a s s r o o m .  S t u d e n t s  do not n e c e s s a r i l y  i n t e r ­

n a l i z e  m e s s a g e s  in the te xts. T h i s  s t u d y  h as 

not s h o w n  the o o s s i b l e  r e s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  m a y  be 

t a k i n g  p la ce ; i n t e r v i e w s  and v a r i o u s  o b s e r v a ­

t io n s  ar e n e e d e d  for m o r e  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e .  

R e s e a r c h  has s h o w n  tha t p u p i l s  o f t e n  c h a l l e n g e  

g e n d e r  s t e r e o t y p e s  (C 1 a r r i c o a t e s , 1981; D e l a m o n t ,  

1976) and that v a r i o u s  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  

p u p i l s  and t e a c h e r s  are c o n s t r u c t i v e  in e l i m i ­

n a t i n g  th es e s t e r e o t y p e s  (see for e y a m p l e  

S p e n d e r  , 1980) .

It c a n n o t  be a s s u m e d  th at  p u p i l s  or t e a c h e r s  are
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no t c h a l l e n g i n g  the s t a t u s  quo. T h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s  

c a n  take f o r m  in d e b a t e s ;  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  to a r t i c l e s ,  

s t o r i e s  an d te x t s  w r i t t e n  by w o m e n  ( f e m i n i s t  w r i t i n g  

as w e l l ) ;  t e a c h e r s  p r o p a g a t i n g  w o m e n ' s  v i e w  p o i n t s  

a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  

by e x i s t i n g  a u t h o r s  to s h o w  the c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  

a n d  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  th a t e x i s t ;  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  

e n c o u r a g e d  to do s u b j e c t s  that t h e y  are i n t e r e s t e d  

in or h a v e  an a p t i t u d e  for r a t h e r  th an  b e i n g  

c h a n n e l l e d  into 's e x - s p e c i f i c  ' s u b j e c t s .

M a r i o n  S c o t t  (1 98 0 ) , has  s h o w n  chat d i f f e r e n t  

t e a c h e r s  i n c e r p r e c  m a t e r i a l s  in v a r y i n g  way s 

a n d  this e n a b l e s  the p u p i l s  to r e c c i v e  n u m e r o u s  

m e s s a g e s  f r o m  the t e a c h e r ;  t h e y  ca n m a k e  m a n y  

a s s e s s m e n t s  a b o u t  che c o n t e n t  of a s u b j e c t .

S c o t t  c e n t r e s  on the fac t that the d y n a m i c s  of 

the c l a s s r o o m  ca n be a f f e c t e d  by the p r e s e n c e  

of b oy s;  m i x e d  c l a s s e s  a f f e c t  the q u a l i t y  of 

l e s s o n s  an d t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l l y  s e x i s t  

or n o n - s e x i s t  n a t u r e .  In fact, S c o t t  b e l i e v e s  

t h a t t e a c h e r s  are o f t e n  ' i n f l u e n c e d '  by the 

d o m i n a n t  e l e m e n t s  in a c l a s s  (lik e b o y s  m i s b e ­

h a v i n g  or d e m a n d i n g  a t t e n t i o n ) ,  and o f t e n  the 

n a t u r e  of m a t e r i a l s  p r e s e n t e d  are c r u c i a l l y  

c i r c u m s c r i b e d .  T h e r e  is a n e e d  :o c h a n g e  this, 

a n d  S c o t t  has p e r s o n a l l y  t e n d e d  to use m a t e r i a l  

w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p e a l  to all the p u p i l s  e v e n  if



so me  p u p i l s  are w a r y  of t a k i n g  on u n f a m i l i a r  or 

u n a t t r a c t i v e  tasks.

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  to m e n t i o n  is t h a t  t e x t ­

b o o k s  are n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  the o n l y  s o u r c e s  of 

k n o w l e d g e  u s e d  in the c l a s s r o o m .  T e x t s  m i g h t  

net a l w a y s  be c o n s u l t e d .  T h e y  c o u l d  be u s e f u l  

for som e d e f i n i t i o n s  or e x e r c i s e s ,  but the 

p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  that the y are b e i n g  u s e d  

a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r  t e x t s  or m e d i a .  T e a c h e r s  may 

a l s o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  o w n  m a t e r i a l  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  

v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  an d t h e y  m i g h t  c h o o s e  to ig nore 

t e x t s  e n t i r e l y  eith* in so me  or m a n y  s e c t i o n s  

of the c h i l d r e n ' s  w o r k .

In the sam e w a y  c h i l d r e n  and '■.eachers c a n  c h a l l e n g e  

t e x t b o o k s  b y  e x p o s i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  or i n c o n s i s ­

t e n c i e s  th at  e x i s t  in them. Iu c a n  be p o i n t e d  o u t  

tha t c e r t a i n  b i a s e s  are e v i d e n t  an d v a r i o u s  o p p o r ­

t u n i t i e s  ca n  be p r e s e n t e d  to o f f e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

to s t a t e m e n t s  or r e f l e c t i o n s  f o u n d  in l i t e r a t u r e .

The s y l l a b u s  is o f t e n  p e r c e i v e d  by t e a c h e r s  as a 

b r o a d  f r a m e w o r k  and a l t h o u g h  the ai ms  set by 

s y l l a b i  are k n o w n ,  t e a c h e r s  m i g h t  not s ee them 

as r e s t r i c t i v e .  T e a c h e r s  a r r a n g e  the c o n t e n t  

of t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  to suit t h e i r  o w n  and th e i r  

p u p i l ' s  n e e d s  ( b e a r i n g  in aims of the s y l l a b u s
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in m i n d ) ,  but  they c a n  take the o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

p r e s e n t  t h e i r  s u b j e c t  as t h e y  see fit. The s y l l a ­

bus c a n  be s e e n  as a g u i d e  or o u t l i n e  but it n e e d  

not d i c t a t e  the w a y s  in w h i c h  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  is 

a c t u a l l y  t a u g h t ,  c h a n g e d  or d e v e l o p e d ;  t e a c h e r s  

can e x e r c i i e  f r e e d o m  in thi s r e g a r d .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  it is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  to tak e r e s i s ­

ta nc e into a c c o u n t .  It is a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  to 

e n t e r t a i n  the p o s s i b i l i t y  th at  e d u c a t o r s  are i n ­

v o l v e d  in r e f o t m .  M a n y  w h o  are r e s e a r c h i n g  

s e x u a l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  in e d u c a t i o n  are also  o f f e r i n g  

a l t e r n a t i v e s .  For e x a m p l e ,  M i l l e r  and S w i f t  (19 81 ),  

o f f e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for s e x i s t  w r i t i n g  as a start  

t o w a r d s  c h a n g i n g  m a l e - a p p r o p r i a t e d  l a n g u a g e .

By u s i n g  v a r i o u s  e x a m p l e s  w h i c h  c o u n t e r a c t  the 

g e n e r i c - h e  form , the y a t t e m p t  to s h o w  w a y s  in 

w h i c h  l a n g u a g e  can be u n b i a s e d .  R o s e m a r y  A u c h m u t y  

( 1976) in h e r  s t u d y  on h i s t o r y  t e x t s ,  has s u g g e s t e d  

that texts  be r e w r i t t e n ,  u s i n g  i n c l u s i o n a r y  l a n g ­

uage. A l s o ,  the p a r t s  w o m e n  have  p l a y e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  

are to be a c k n o w l e d g e d .  W o m e n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in 

the w o r k f o r c e  and in e d u c a t i o n  n e e d  no l o n g e r  be 

o v e r l o o k e d .  C r i t e r i a  u p o n  w h i c h  w o m e n  are c u r r e n t l y  

i n c l u d e d  in t e xt s ca n be c h a n g e d  or b r o a d e n e d .  

S h a p i r o  (1981) o f f e r s  m o d e  I- 1 e s s o n s  on a p r i m a r y  

s c h o o l  level  for t e a c h e r s  w h o  do not k n o w  h o w  to 

go a b o u t  p r e s e n t i n g  k n o w l e d g e  in a n o n - s e x i s t  way.
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She s h o w s  h o w  b o y s  and g i r l s  c a n  be e n c o u r a g e d  

Co do t a s k s  w h i c h  are r e g a r d e d  as b e i n g  g e n d e r -  

s p e c i f i c .

Thus, in s u m m a r y ,  c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  the s c h o o l  are 

v er y i m p o r t a n t  but it is j u s t  as c r u c i a l  to c o n ­

s id er a r e a s  o u t s i d e  the s c h o o l .  S o c i a l  s t r u c ­

tures l i k e  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  of the f a m i l y  and 

the w o r k p l a c e  n e e d  r e v i s i o n  and c h a n g e  b e c a u s e  

these a r e a s  are al so s u b j e c t  to a p r e v a i l i n g  

i d e o l o g y  w h i c h  in t u rn  p e r m e a t e s  the s t r u c t u r e  

of the s c ho o l.

This s t u d y  do es  show  the i d e o l o g i c a l  p a t t e r n s  of g e n d e r  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  in t e x t s ^nd  tb -sa p a t t e r n s  n e e d  to be 

d i s c u s s e d  in t h e i r  own ri g h t .

Wha t is e s s e n t i a l ,  as S a l z m a a - W e b b  (1971) 

says, is that p e o p l e ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  is i n ­

c r e a s e d  f r o m  l o o k i n g  at w o m e n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e s  

and s e e i n g  ho w  and  in w h a t  w a y s  w o m e n  are 

o p p r e s s e d .  It is i m p o r t a n t  to a n a l y s e  

s oc i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h at  c r e a t e  the c o n t e x t  of 

w o m e n ' s  o p p r e s s i o n .  R e a l  c h a n g e  can com e 

about if the a b o v e  is u s e d  as a s p r i n g b o a r d  for 

f u r t h e r ,  d e f i n i t e  a c t i o n .
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