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floges were relativwly fou. ho lecdan ws exproted to
divpense land snd faovours, and justice, ispertially to his
comand iy, bt Jegnd to Uw degioc of welutedkioss bo-
bwosn individuils e hisowldf. Gub close relatives 4id
sozmidly get Letter lunds than cthor poople, wl they were
wove frequently chosen ly the hwoduun (o ait on the village

COC i .

ia the pest there wes sarc statas attached to slan meo~
beRenip. lgeotho cuiefs are drewn epauinly frem the soers
les, and neny othecs have been fictitiously incorporated in
ab elam.  Bot al\l Jukosos sre ohiels of cousss, but it ie
vl that wesbership of thie ¢lun eculisied a comouur 10 &
Sertode saall degres of cespool.

linsege sculority wes & aove Lpwetent prineiplo.

Swgeyone belongs to & descent geoup videh is conmected in wn
owder of seniority vAth other descent groups., Jesbers of &
e ol desdeal greup, vidoh iy extend ever sii or soven
gonea: b uns, trwce Welr sncesiey fum e aploal encesthor.
:-nux..watm&\uhhutmwhlmm
tmlu-mmmyuh#hnﬂnot“'. tThe sons,
ua:«““mmm.dmnaudmtmm.
munu,nuw.rmwmmamm
houge in ‘essonding birth onder, and wo on. Seniority withe
hﬂ'lLﬂ'%’Mﬂﬁwumum.{-
rummMOM-Mhmw.
14 the settlement of disputes smony “iuswen snd in ritual.
since villagy ecnsunitios were often comprised of single
largs descert (weups with thelr adhevents 1t was not Wmeonaed
!Cﬂnbﬂhﬂubhﬁnlmmw.



Sotho soclety, altiwuch not entirely clesed %o the ty=
eeien of influen~e Yy yomger mep was logpely & Jexentocracye
The avadnen's advisors were normally oid men, for il we
thought (d still d) thet only age own ogulp & mwan with
vkaovledge of de lav' widoh is required fur mlilng wiee
declsiove om cunmally effelre. Jales pavned tiroagh &
corion of 211 dofined vteges valeh may be cherestorised
reughly e alenay, Iswting from bieth t6 the sge of about
aix or sevas when the ehild becomgs useful for pexfopming
winor tasics in ihe household, in the fields and vith the
stock; ~ peried of puberty lseting until initiation: edole-
cocanos until marriace; young adulthoed until the first child
t.mlmianMnm’-“hdm
oucmmummmwumﬁm
people in genarel, g0 thet Af § sen sev o group of hoxdboys,
for inctonce sngawed in scume misdewseanous, and he 444 not
mthutmmM.mMKthmﬂhd
sisconduct swsd llable to be fined ia che heodmen's eouxt.
..u‘nmlthml&yxmaduithmmabm
mmn-mw.umxummrmm
tm.uuummthmmhwﬁm
cattle in bohadl peyreuis.

Mﬁammw&mdmwﬁlum.ad
conversely poverly wan cunsidered & Glugruss. vealth gave
nmm.&nlmwmwﬁmwd
cusulod hie Lo cpend wore of ids Lhee viedilig, wntexbadnlige
all exteniing hhe uetwork of soelel relaticns. o vas wble
hmnwwmiv.wdnw”d&b
the headsan or chief, toimsist newd;y selatives, to oducate
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his childres, and %o by fhe clotws for nio fusdly end fine
furaiturs for his houss. e could aleo wmaryy wore wives

snd g0 eateblisi & lurge wescent grouy.

In many ways he oould paild wp ¢ permoral prostige and
@ sphiore of icfluence o rival the hoodman's or even the
shiefh, o roduce ¢ mpetiticn fiva tils scwcce oome chiefs
woudd “eat wp' conmoters wao rivalled then in vealth, by oo
strecting o charse againat o too werltly zan, finding hin
Sellty, and vesoving nis lend and confiscating his oattle.
ihis damwer could genswelly be averted by the sove astute by
gtviuhd‘mmatoﬂ:-w;ndwm&
in publis.

amt&mwuam&twmu#%uﬂm¢
sixetificsklon Hum eay of e obhwra. wouea iod lower
status La das 43 well as iu Wi scedal, political, zeligicus,
and 1o seny TOGpVULs Lo eodndy Gplessr.  UGIe Vas & adgh
dugzee of segeegatise o eucial Lii0) wouan would Dot noxe
acsly engage ia cenvessetlon with woa, ner aat with mene
Hoat of the rajor Jewestic, igriecultural, wod oostopal tasks
mwwwumumuwm-mmu
mwnﬁ.“m-maﬂumm»
t MIN, mmdmtb-hﬁndwmlu
mmumuu-num Ty vozmeldly
meummtm-wnm
quMMMMcmMM

infivenlul.

A;..;nxmlh&tmm.mmtdm&
tho bouses of hie .dwe. T each would have fiedds, cattle,
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Lovses, utenaile and Laplementa, over vhich the wife had
virtuel cmtmal. A womn could ownm oreverty outright, and
in perticular wastover she tmeushi to her lmwband's house at
their muariage wor hor own, end her =ight to this couldd be
defended in cort -« Wy a nele roprecmtstive.

Lhere L8 nov wo statun in the community, with the poe=
gible excertion of hosd of household, which curries wy real
m.uthmm--hrmhumﬁﬁo“

desree of prukabiidty thel it will be cwried out, yegud-

Lo of the incliretions of the person glven too andew.

he wedaen liae nov lost the eifeciive powers waleh
forwerly cuppencted ie autbority, e hos nO exoud ive log-
Al powess ey louger, laad allvoations sre undertohan By @
oulinty elected eomeitiee, he mo lonlew ran sty ecwnwlo
premmgatives, s his offioe haw deelivet o prestige.
Jaople no loager vegwan the hesiman o9 & "bly nen” alaply
bocawse e Ls eadien. .hoqmuano.“mhwm'u
amwuwmmwmuuxum

ive cledlous.

clnmunutmmqm-h
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is sonevhal excepilonal in this respeot. Jost vejor decio-
ions are taken within the nuclear family, sad this means
that an individunl's status in the desoent group 40 of mo

great preceical iuportance.

Towng wea Wecone geonvalcall; indeverdent of thelr oun-
for kinsasn soon «fter starting work, in thelr caxly tuen~
tiss. Ta sdditicn thay spend very J1GHLS tiue at home
ware thedr senlors can supsrvios s, and weoe sech super-
vision attempted, widoh it eulda L, Lt wuld haxdly De
token sericucly. Deseunl group sonlare &6 not have any
roul senctione % spply o wecaleltuant junlors, ne® any
voul povards o oajole en wAth. May of the intereets of
e yomger res o in the Sowna wbora thiy wort eo that
thele sotimation S0 coafaen to zaral standords and to ecoept
the wisdon and eouncil of aged kir~wa 15 mat great.

B tisws past tw ausunptian sseus to have been Vuat mo
yreblon was now aod that ovawy preblen coadd o solvad ty
Ceodutie B0 casbow and puscedant.  Jwselone 88, “zoouledge
of W lay”, asd atteadanse at tiw Goulsea's oouxt ovar waay
Joars, was aseawed %9 give & s the cagacily to provide
practiz.l selulims W alctuaily 211 questisns, Today howe
aver, the soxplexity aad nevelty of (he prellax? confronting
Rie peopls of Mekhokhang e suoh thet the <ldar people &xv

lass a8do jo caferstend thew that ke yourger coople vaone
' - - *
exportense, edication, and pexhape oPEERGET O Had mey give

b 2 hatter greay of the igavss.  This wale detracts

froa the status of old poople meny of whon are aimply wo=
garded as Weing ro longer “with 4t
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liowevor there 1u etill a ploce for teaditional wisdom
end this is found in the hoadsan's sourt. iere custumaxy
ruies are applied in the arbitration of cases, and it is

hore that old men with & good “inowledge of the law" who are
also recsoably artioulate esxn respect. To bocome an ac~
nowledged exponenut of cuslomery low s uan mwt have great
experience in the type of case wost comsonly brouht defore
the village ooxrt. i@ neod not necessrrily have boen &

sesber of the lekhotlwm) but he ghould have attended mus-
erous hearings over ; period of meny yoars in lokhokhong.

A generalised knowledge of the law 1o of ilttle wvalue when
it 1s not coubined with a Jetailed moulecdge of local cir-
cumotances, jrecedunts end persemalitics, for all of theee
mummumautmwh»
tomery lew is relevsat to the case at hand. Tho opinions
of men 'moviedgechle in tiho lav, in Ndo sense, are slways
given oost welght in court hearings. Aso it frequontly

ln;mtlmtthlnmmu.mofm-m‘u

mmm,wm.unwwmaam.m

cloarly apylicable to the case being heard. A mon Wo can
mummnwumm-mmammh
hmﬂﬂnudumuthwmhh
ﬂm““mﬁ-ﬂlwtt&mdhﬂmﬁhﬁmh
harsony do the somamity. This iknowledge is worthless, ef
m.mww-amwcmmn

x This 1o the village ecuncil, formoxrly appointed by the
m.mommwmmw.mmm
casee in conjunction with the heodmen.
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and & comcend of hetoric. he tw best expenmnts of the
law in Coicholhong eve lupwanive performers before wn
sulionce, ais seputation can hardly be owmed Yy o young
man, and fow young wen ehow intevest in woquiring it.

Much has been writte: abeut the osteen that accruwes to
the owner of may oattle in Africen sooleties; in Nethokhong
that esteen \as & Ureod coxmection with the utility of

cattle for plowy® * for paying bohgll, md with the
fant €l wowy - people oun sufficient cattle to
make @ & ploughing .. . The owner of muny oattle will

therefore be trestud with meapect wd ever defezence Yy those
who wiah to hawe his cattle plough for theu, eapecially just
before ploughing time, even Shough there i norually sone

muphh.‘-iotwm“uﬂhm'u

fiolds, or o osah payment. len with enough cattle to f w
a toan often ccae to arrengesents vith less fortatsate rel-
uummw'mm,ummmmumcﬁ-
m.-twmtumammm.umm
first raing cone. plent them firrt., after this 1o dene the
borsower may start work on his own flelds. 'he eattle

mmmmMm;mmmmmu
”ﬁ.h‘aﬁhhﬂtﬂ-dhm. The bdornow-
cmmmmtmemwuwhum

M,wuwphntiwhtom-pdmp. enow
mmmmmu«cmmmuhmm
thon those of non-ounsws, other facters such as land sdse and
nuarrmuh-rlhdmml.nimtanoﬁum

arve uying food fros the stores at high prices, the cattle
owners mey be living off their om produce. The noven men
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who oun efliclent cattle to form a ploughing teun are all
rempectod wnd Ldependent. They are prosinent at pitsor
end court hoarings. Waly two hawe Jolned the rov Faamer's
ssmociciion; vll the reut ctate that they see w Xeason to
Join aliwe they dc et meed o traotor to plough for them
ang if they wunted now secd and fertiliger they coudd Wy it.
They have & strcog wieh to remcin independent sl fve of
Gebtlep, Cne of the cattle ownere who Jodned the asscelation
owns thivty four cattle, & half of whish he has lomed %o
poople outsids the valley. o uses tho rest 0 plougn
other poople’s fields in the couzamity whlle he uees a
tructor on hdw own flelds fecosse Le says it does o better
Job. ~.0 other owns nine cctile whlch he lends to mecbers
of nis dorcent growy (atmeneng) to do thelr ploughing.

mmudmmmdumnmw
&Mmll:wtwummumm. Cattle
owerahip carries mony risks. Two people ia ukholthong
mmmwmm.mzmwmmnm.
MMmemuﬂwvmhﬂm
ainor loosee. mmw«mmumu
1wmum:m&.mmmmhu
mumzmw»mwm.m
mwnxtum.mmawmmwumomm
Cattle bxwe to Lo hewded ond this memng tat olther the
m'am&mmuuubmhm'wm
uummemmum.mmucxm. Then
thore in the dmger that Wha cattle may get indo Gancons
M'owdmmmhmn:dhwm.
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Feople who own eattle try to incvease the sise of thelr
herd, Iut non-owners ealdon pusehase cattle. Some people
by agricultural implemoats so that they nfy bargein with
cattle ouners W luck the necessary Laplevents. In faed
all the cattle cwers also have ploughe, tut seweral lack
plantarz, se that plentercuners may therefore undertake o
plant & neighbour's Cield (using their planter and his cat-
tle) in vetura for the loan of his eattle for ploughing and
plonting thelr own fieldas,

he fathex who oan provide Rohgll for his sons dan goue
erally retain more Suntrol over thea than can tie fether
who can centribute 1itile or nouhing to his son's marriage.
Tt owner of cattle will alsc receive muny requosts from
relatives for assistance with Pohald, and if he ean mee!
thes ho couos to coougy & etrong position waong his kin vhe
reapect hin for hiy meterial suocess und nogyentadty .

Many poople no: Anvest their cavings in benks, credit
unions and the post office. his form of investuent has no
W“MWM.MMMVMVA
substenticl sun of monay in recerve, wnd the freedom frou
wmow.mg..uwmmmnm
mwuw;pmmuu—»
siutencs wd dostdtution.

Mhile wealth brings independence and prestige, it elso
brin-o dependents. Vov mature mon will vefuse to honour the
ouxmﬂcnﬁommamwwmhtﬁnm
ation exiots Htwdom'&dﬁhmmw
mxumwumummtw:.m-mmm
wumxobmwtm.umwm
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many. This cladm samnov Yo supported in the proscnoe of a
large haxd of ovtile or o large store of food., ot & bunk
account has the advantage of secrecy.

It hos bocome comuon in Jokhokhong for those with lees
than adout two sores of thelr own lend, and with few other
rosoucen, to hire themselves out to work on the fields of
others who have noxe lend than thoy con cultivate by them-
selves and some spure cash. Jbout twunty women find a
meagre living {200 per day for hoeing, 15¢ o day for reay-
ing) in this way dwring the aypropriate seasoms. Although
there 18 & lot of gruwbling avout the long howrs of work and
the smell piy they sovertheless find it worthwhile, a=d even
ossentin), to take toie employment.

Coe men in Mokhokhong, who, wnlike nost, is delibarately
wmummmmummw(uw
ters V and VI), trics to foster the fmpression that Mo is
woolthder than be L&, 718 nefghbeurs laugh at his sxpedientis;
m-wmumnumuummmu
lmummnhtmmemdnta
sall quantity of food he bas bought.

nwmumm:mwum
mmdmnmmxmmnm
whmodﬂrmtstcmm.~ Plueation is one of
Lhose. m-wmumxnmxymmntm
mmtmwm;uumm.upmw
wummwamummcuw
m«mumdmm e degree to which
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the soumemity is beogndng fnvelved in e off <o of the out-
alde warld bLecowws progrosaively mope.  The valley is ne

longer in any way eoanaoicelly self-sualficlsnt, If it ever

wos. ooy 1o barrowed Moo ond tavested fn fnstitutions

outaide, orloyant {s sought thera, zeofe bourht and mold

thore,

leknoilong 19 part of o moderm, altiough extresely poor,
independent otate. The implicaticows of this icvolvement
are soldon clsar to most pecple. Juey fear exploltation by
those wio control wid undersvand tne prodesses widch lapinge
on their liwwe from outslide. Put at the same tise most
wmu«.wmumﬁ-uum
ummmmzmmdmum
ansistance. atﬂnwmtm;hwtio«umy
umlmuumw&mmum.nmm
dlotrusted, on prinoiple, by wearly everyons. Virtually all
muu—-u—wmmmuumn-
u—uuoumuuumn-m-uw-w-
Wﬁlmmsuﬂtuutmnmﬁummuy
womey ox land. e uresent jowermwnt of lesolho 19 re-
mﬂd,mhmdiﬂumﬂ.um"ﬂb
government in o black skin's Jence, suy aselstance, advics,
-mw—u«-mwumﬁcmmw
MAMmumwmmdummmp
1y wderatoud. mmummwmmnwa
of theve commnlcationa people look be the edusated mostrrs
of v own cowsunily for interpwretation. e secxetayy
mvu.-mumyo:ca.muwmm-m-
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the ooomaity s booosing invelved in the affaivs of the oute
stde world beocows progrossively mows.  T™he valleoy 1o no
Jomgar in ay wey eoovanically self-eaffisient, if it over
wae.  Monay v borrowed fwan and fnvested in ingtitutions
outalde, emloymmt {2 rowght there, zeofe bousht and sold
thore,

vegnohong e port of o modern, altiough extresely poor,
independent wtato. e implicetione of this inwolvement
are ooldas clear to most peaple. ey fear ewploitation Yy
those wo control end undersvend the processts vhioh lwpinge
or. their lives fyom outelde. Jut ot the canme time most
mmammm-nnm-uum
ummummmmum
assistance. At tie veseut sement thiw elmost ivevitadly
{velves some deslings with vaite people, who sre generelly
divtrustod, on principle, by neorly everyoos. Virtuall: «ll
the mon and wooen bave workad in South Afwica nnd have re-
munhvmutmmb—--mmm
wumuﬂxumm-m.wm
waney or lomd. he yresent sovernusut of lesotho 1o Xe-
meuwd'aamm.um'tﬂu
mﬁhawuh&'. m,nm.m
-u:-uuommnwmmu—m-mm-o-
umwmumwmmuun-“m
1y underatood, mmuwmmmr-uﬂ
otm.amucuummhwhmmm
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Utorate and with aree gencxe) lmosdedge ~f ovents end pro-
cessce beyvond the velley.

sed people Ll W olive vidor soclel :efwerks and
Sngee of iulexwst than ollwev. Jlwir conmand of lnglish
cuablos then L0 commadeate wilh wvialles, wnd wiites tend to
upand mout of Uwede tise o Felhkboug wita those to whem
thay cen talk. (uis outwerd-lociingmss ic ofies deplored
by G uscducated mujorily mnd s wegandsd es « sign of tw
1,0 of luvclvecsnt of the sfuoated i the alfeirs of ®w
camamily. e the very gualities wilch give elucated
gouple thefr *»flueace in certaln clrcustancec; 8% B
et and wades & certaln saunt off susplelon. It i often
wmzwwmmmummmm
Mﬂlﬂhtﬁ!&ﬂtdﬁmﬂlmﬁt&“‘
othere. In intorpretisag the otatemsnts of visitine agri-
caltural sfficere ofucated pecple often moem 0 set as ad~
mﬁt#hmmm Uften thay are
mrmmwm.mmmmu
mbﬂn“%ﬂhmﬂﬂm“n
Muwsumu‘dhmtwdn-

pected for the Suue DA,

Atcahdpamdlwmwctuhmnm-
found Lnflvenve in the oovsmnliy. 1 huve stesseod this
wdnt in wy blogouply of Jolere Vahat oans. Ghere are
ummm:wmmmam;.c.z..m
MMmMndwn. Ihey ave all
WmdeMb'W'
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views, This YWings them Late oppon!tion with almoot mny euge
mwtion emamating from the headmn and fron the sovermaent,

T hawe sson o neeting with sn arriculturalist attended bty
thivty peoplo paralyned Yy the vehenent objcotions of ane
s, Some msebors of the Parmsen' Assceiation prefer to
ebotain fean ell public askivity in thic comnsotisn, fov
fear of ihe @isplec o~ " sbany of » few people who are not
even closely =slated o theu.

Theve e o mmbar of sid sen, sbout six, whe bive ute
tridutor, such an edusation, lmmdodge of low, or wealth,
which might haws emabled them to exert come influence on the
comunity, but who are digmalified by thelr ddesolutenses,
tholy inoepesity to handle thelr family effadrs, or thelr
dimmnenopsent froe satters of comamal eanoam.

Yt taportant deeisions are nov taliem by Lslivideal
farilive, or Wy veluntaxy ssscedstie:s nesed on comnon iaters
ent, o Uy the hoatmar with or without consultation with ot
somoil. Tafivence A eften ewerved in infawsl eusounberd.
RS 2 nds, indlesting pattwrns of euthority sl ine
nm.mmnlmuhuﬂmmhd-mam

Apmhhmlmotwm.

Inflvence haa becons =ituationsl. No ineight La guined
by teving to detewmine » ‘pattmm’ which will hold good for
all eirourstances, although come porsons quite obvieusly o=
mmuﬂmm.mnmm e vealthy
mm\onhﬂmtwhmﬂ”u“ﬂ
mwrmtmm.dm"mm
other spheres of interaction, dut he may, for instaace, warry
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no wedght ot o court hearing; the wan with ‘knowledge of the
low 15 Influentis] when legal metters cve befng dsbated,
bt moy comsend no andience ot an agrioultural meeting. It
1z woorth re-grphasicing hove that vory fev people indeed soek
& gowerelised influence or publiec proainence; instead Sthe
prosperity of the femily anl the fostering of its intevests
ocouples the onbiilens of woot men and thay ceek influence
and exert 1t sainly in purwult of this pecific end.

In the affairs of the community it is men, in generl,
who have availadle %o them the attributes that cam them
Frostize and respeet, and secordingly 1 have weitten mainly
shout the eriteris of stotue fer owa, It 1o often xenarked
in Lesothe, howsver, thet wouas hove recdived increasiang rTo-
omtﬁwm%wt&m&ntm‘mwmu
raming the affatrs of the commnity cad housiold. The em~
pesplon of woser's rfler {8 mainly due in seoe weasure to
the fact thut wosen are of ten rether tetter oducated than
wen. 1t g very commen for boys 0 altermate thelir days
botweon school and hewding, aud this has an extresely delet~
orious offoct on thelr edusation. leot only do they adss
hals of thelr lossons, dut find it difficuli to follow whes
they do attend, Ao, sen's lobows is =owre in desand on the
npmtﬂhﬁoloﬂm.nﬂn“wm
become phyeically nepadle of ewrning a wage they temd to be
taken out of school and vequired to contribute to the house-
holl oDy . Those fectors opply less to gixls, vho theze-
fore tend to procead further with thelr education. There 1o
clse o pesitive inducement for educating girls in the higher
mﬂwmnm&mnmm.
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It L not eany for o woman %o colieve proninemoe In pube
1lie effedrs, wlthoush thexe are precedents, the late regent
“antoele belnn & gred example. Tt there is o ferale subd-
cultree wnd swh-crmmaity, discewndble in various econsale
and socir] sotivities, in wvhilch a wapsrate stotus system op=
eraton, and dn which ¢ifferent ariieria of esioon zre wsed.
icong these oriteris educatien end copobliity waw meksd high
and often oweeri'e other consideseiione.

Tho tus meot vizble voluntery sesgalations in tho coa-
sumity sxe the Otody Club, ez all fesde ovgenlsatiosn, and
the Furmore® csscaiation, in vhich womsn exert wore influmoe,
collostivaly, than men.

It 13 rare rowedsye for pecple to seel genoralised 1
nmcmwﬂmmwvumwm
avels involvore * 4n pudblic affaire, oxoept where thelir own
srocisl Interests e cancarned. o eanauniiy caanet be
poon a8 & politfeal field in whish compotiticn for powor mnd
immu-mm”uummmhmm
not sufficlently concexned with tho commuity &e such 3o
botiwr ebout schleving a yosition of leadership in i%.

Thore vho, 1 the hesduan or the eleoted mmbers of looal
cormittoes @l counnils, have 1eederahipy thrust upon tham,
Myrmmmmmmmm

mumtmiwdmhhrm—iw
t-mmam.mumunvum
then with mexiadeing puvely peliticsl or sosial values. The
mnmmuuﬂ”m«atm
in Chapter VI.
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In this chapter I discuss two of the most important pub-
e institutions, the hesdmenship wnd the village councll,
the lokhotlans. These interact with one another and with
the commmnity at large, and the prineiple occcusions of these
intervactions are conrt hearings and public ueetings, gitsos.

In wny ways the court hearings are the mocrt revealing
of all asclal sotivitdea, for heve many of the cwrrent griav-
ances, confliets, allisnces, attitudes and designs ave artic-
wlated. I have thevefore given some apace to an aneiysis
of cases which have spocial explamatory walwe in relation to
inportent facets of commmity life.

v T
losduon ave not nommally of ohiefly stock. In txad-

l““lﬁumta;&whmmtmhu
dmmnumm.n-mumw
ing leadershly qualities, by appointing hin besiasn over &
porticn of his territoxy. 1 have related how 'Mabathosns
nmwmmmuﬁ.mdm-
lowers, end this pattem is common in lesotho.

u-—tohmummmmwm
th.muummmuumw
Mm'mm'amumwbw-nm
e dusoent [TOUD. Mis mecns that the position chould
MMMhmthmmw.nﬂﬁlt
vhere the rightful susccession is in doubt it io the right of
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b o e

the desonui group to determine wio should aetuclly receive
the title. 1t is therefore not within the rights of any
chief or political swperior of the hwadman to detexrmine who
should srecesd hin, The losue has been considerably oom-
plivaved. however, b the customsef ‘plueing®, (aéetippendix
1)e The law of gucocsasion wvhish is the sme for hocdnen ~s
for ohiefs, in stated in the Lawe of lavothold, law L. which
reads :

" succession of chieftainchly in Hasutoland shall be
W right of birth. That is the firet-born male of the
firat wife. I the firet wife hae no lssue, then the
firet-born male child of the next vife in succession
shall bo helr to the chleftainship.”

This law in fact acte only as a guide, for there are
rmerous ressons why certein legal heirs might be considersd
unguitable for the duties of the hesdnanship, leng abeence
frem thoe comamity end detachwent frow ite jwoblems, chronie
mwv.uwunmm.
mmMn’meuthdﬂnh—
cent group owning the hoadmensndp. In the absence of any
--tt-uumuu-—nmumum
wwmu'mm'mﬂumcm
inoapable of carrylag out her functicns. he decivion %o
wmumumw'-mmauuu

nan's dosoent FFOU).

The menbors of this group Go not live in lokhokhong ha
mpxutmmmmmwupxm. Thexe
mmmuvmuumw.mwmaunm:n-
for. The ‘“Vebathoana dascant growp does not concern iteelf
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with the internal affaires of the community wiless a crisis
arines, such as the death of the headrin and the procedure
for the selsotion of u new no.

ihe ‘owners' must seiisfy theoselves that trelr appoint-
oo is competent and can rely to & reasonable extent en the
suppart of the commmity. ‘hen the avellsble senior men of
the descant grow, ‘ave agreed that the widow of thelr do-
ocoased kingman eirould be apreinted the eall o gathering uf
the whclo community to ask the people i: sccept thelr nome
tnation aud to co-operate vith and asals: the new hesdmsn in
she diocharge of her duties. /inyone is fxue to express his
M,htﬂhbmtmhzmﬂy“h

ow . mmdmuuwt—nmem
Mu«-dmmmnummxwmm
mmuu-\mnu:ucmawwmm

MW#M“W’

Whhﬂummmdwﬁ.awam
muMMWMMwmuumw
NWW!MWWWQM!M&O
mu.u-mummmmimm-adw

-

» Msmmmummwwuum

sme Jones, 1966.
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chlefs who might wish to ylaco ono of their own seus or fol-
lowors in his position or over him in such o manner a8 OOm~
plotely to wdemualae lde antbority. In 1546, howewer, thia
cathority woo greatly veakened by the establishoent of losal
Courts wndor the National Treseury, into wvhieh a1l fines and
court fevs had to b pald. leadmon were no longer pesmdtted
to exovelse judiolal functions, Thelr courts wexw no longer
anthoriand to hear crininal cases or to lmpeco penalties,

Thus judieial ond edministretive autherity ‘ave become sep—
arated st the loocol level (ses Ashton, 1952: 210). This

ereates certain difficulties for the headsen, who sooks sub-
ctantistion for hls administrative actions, for he cwmot

Mc“hwd&ummw
line. ‘o may commnd his subjecte to carry Jut certsin

nﬂm.“h&Md“hh“ﬁ.
guch as aprwehending o thisf, delivering messages, attending
st the hemring of a dlspute or ot a pitas, impounding stwey
um.mmmm“.m.au.d
so on. Mt ho how no means of « feveing his exders. Some
mwmmhmdw-dw

Minmmmtmmmum
thatehing crase, reede or firewood. Put ae Muncan (1960: 63)

cormonte,
"o bo & lowful oxder 1* sonable. lHeason-
ablenoss can culy be dala ¢ which does not

ahook wemsonaible public op. w it woroasonablensss.
JRf ublie opinton is changing fastecess”

mumnm.mumm
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dapenis both on the degres to which his crfews vill be supe
ported by the lacal Couxd snd the Gegive to which leesd pube
e optalon will acoept his decands as vossomalle; the two
uxe to a cortals ertent fnterdependent. A further fastor,
of great protics) impartanee, in the sxtent $o which the

heodmen son aotually use the autherity of the lecal Court as
support for his onlars. The locel Court ie genewally sit-
watzd at the place of “he ward chief or othev senicr chief,
snd this may be distent from the commmity in question.

The truvelling time on foot fvom 'oioiheng to iulejee is

ahout thwee hours, und by horse about half that time. The
svoeepr of rerdctoring o onse, ranendline witnesses, peying
wnnuumm,umnmhw
MthkﬂiuthlSWWﬂu
foe for esoh same hreushd,  The gourt functions in & rel-
.ﬁmm—-mummm

sot identieal to an Mglish o Souty Africa court, awe quite
Aloginilar to those of the '« @ court, so that thoes who
ave unfemdilior with it may be intinmidated. Thie applies

both to headosn and their sulje ‘8. e heodnrn vhe 10 o=
mn«dﬁummmm.wmumu
xtn&u“wlwrmtdt&mmdm'lm
ummm;nndmmrummmm
whideh his suljects will not aseapt, iz in a steong joeition
vig-d~win hin muljoets. U he eon build up o weputation

mamsbummm-muommmm
more 1ikely to gadn compllianoe. If hir ciern ave 2lu0 gob~
m«muumwumwmm
ofit, ho will be in a doubly steong position. The headnan
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who is unwilliog to use the locel Court to socure & higher
sancticn for his omders say find great diffievity in socuring
compliance where the lavediaste denefits of obedience are not
cloux.

The defindition of reassonableness as 1% relates to an
oxrder depends lorgely on the loeal reputation of the headuan.
One vho rajoys much 1wapeot on sccount of his falrmess in
land alloestion, his ability to medicte to the satiafortion
of the pariies st dlaputes, hio knowledge of the lw oy
cun place nuoch hecvier domrnds om his gsubjeels, ( all
have them accepted eo masoncdle, then o heedm.a who lacks
von ot

mmva.mummmw
1y fyom L il (s vavey and thls is especlally true
i, A loichokhong, the eeduan 1o not part of a lawge
Mtﬁwnm:ommmxumw. The
hoodosn 1e et the vesy fringe of the :dex: aduinistrative
W-Amut\mmm«.mawtmm
on this scocunt, end wlthough be io (2 ledelly p paxt of the
buresucrecy ho recelves peant supp - rod it 1n his »8le an
local authorliy.

PUTIRY.) Wl AT

fraditionally the village be A 0 would appoint & anall
comncdl of vir'«ble size to mseics: ide In the affulrs of the
oommmity. o would nowmally choose this coungil from mn-
muamnmwlmﬂ-mtund.uvoum
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locel problemw. “his body would cdvieo the headnen on pole
itdoad, legel end administrctive matters. Tut before teking
ey sotion on this advice the heedmon would cansult with the
men of the conmdty in delly seselons at his khotla, a placo
near his homeastead whioh was normelly chaded bty o tree and
where it wpe pleasint to elt and discuss the mutters of the
day. Vattors rolsed at the more formol ocousions of the
court heering and the iteo would thus heve received folrly
full discuseiom beforehand.

Now, ho.sever, the haadasn's coweil, the lskhotlans, is
elacted by the eommmity, at least nominally: Five members
are olootcd for a tomm of ome yeor %y 2ll adult members of
wmv.nwmw«mmmum
mlomhuMMmtmehme.
Nominges are olwcted specifieally to fill the posta of chair-
mar  (polulosetuln), vice-chairmen, mecretary, vice-sacretary,
ard one ondinary sember. The chatmmen antomatically bescomes
the hesduan's letonm.

x Mwhmusmblmmwfw
thomuwmdthonhoﬂn!na%hcm'dwhd'u
the lokhotlaps, el in pavtioular he nawed the letope. o=
MM&W&W.MMrm%dMQ
podicun of cholce. Thie procedure did not ralse eny sex-
ious objections from the electorute.
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Voo fnctions of this council axe poorly defined and
there il serdly any literature cn the subject. It assembles
in public on two kinds of occasion only - &t cowrt hearings and
at pitscg ~ and ln grivate wery varely. 1ts duties are etill
pavely advisory olnee the heeduman has the wight to muwie the final
Judguent in court hearings, and after discussion to amnownce a
deol .lon at gifios. Thic daty 18, an & menee, ncre vital them in
the past because the caston of holding daily discussions in the
khotls has ddsrppeared, so that the opportunity for the full die-
cussion o all pointo of view of wiyboue is now reduced to the
occasion of the oourt Yee.ing or of the pltgo iteelf.

Jolere weldow requived the advice of Lis lekbotlsna,
Mwmmmm.mmwutumum-
itlatlive.

um.mumu.ummwmm
forring toc many of her cwn dutics to the Jeidotlang. The
actusl function of this body thewefore varies with ciroumstances,
mmtwmthnmtettbwm

In principle the Jellwtlyng could oxerclae oonziderable
nfluence over the healnan, since he would be yendexed guite
{neffectual Yy the concexted oppositlon of his couneil. In
practice, Lowever, at least durlng the tisa of wy zesearch
wideh extends owvex tiwee periods of office of the Jeldiotlang,
it 18 an extrouel apathotic and dizectionleus body.

1 easume that thove io o commectlion betweor this apethy
and the feot that there is no conpetition for novinatlion; on
the ooutrary, candldates roceive thelr eppolnteent with re-
eignation and soretimes with open ohjection, claining that
mehworwmt. The very minor prestige



which attuches $o those yositions doss mot cumpansate for the
lngonveniease of belng called ou o daliberate on publlic wat-
sors, ottond gligos, and lear court cases. In faol most wen
=y by ell sosss to avold invelvemeut 1n ountentions iesuos,
wiless thoy ave persenclly concornod in the outcome. The
iz ccnmmed by these poblic dutics i3 oleo Legrudged. One
of the mesbors of te Jgkbotlgus vold mo that he was tived of
giving his tiwe to the public when he got nothing in retwm
and meglected Lls own business on this scoount., The majority
of men are slmply "ot interested in gaining o diffuse influonce
and prostige in the ocmmnily.

:untut.mtmmmmnmmpanmu
mtw&hammun.ummuuw
standing of politice in Mgkhokhons, I had agweed, in the
surly stages of my rosemrch, that there would ba esxpetition
for hizh office in all sphares. 1 have since modified this
v‘.cv.m&hanmtothodmtoppdhmlummt
virtually =1l foras of public responsibility v avolded
whsrever possibdble. The lsek of eattusiasy for public of-
rm.ﬁnm.tmunmmmw.u
mwmduummum«.dh
vwththﬂmmclMthn-
qummwuw.mm
this comtention.
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e 218

The ndtgo iv 2 forwwel occacion for eomumication between
& chiof of hoodmen and Lids people. It 1o normally called at
the instigzation of the headman viw infounws ids lgkenp of the
satter to b diccussed and the day on which the meeting is to
e endled. The latoog them Drwtructo the village erier to
mmounce the svant to the villeges, The latter doea this
with o stentorian bdellow from o contrel reoohk in Mgtuneneng
Pomn whore his wice corries over the four villoges. 'The
nitos had the fimetion of enetling the hesducn to vequest the
advice of his people foreally ané mmhliely, a2z oppoved to the
pdvice he pot informnlly end memi-publlcly «% his dedly seo-
sdong in the Ihotls, Time denccratie provedure was ssen to
ve followed., A seeond funotion of these reetings was to
erehle the neauman ty AUOVDY DERMNSES I inetruotions fron
wigher suthwritice to his people.

Emdultmlenqmtodtoam;m.ﬂ
vomen dgnt do @0 Af they wished. Jobere once clalmed o me
m&umuuuwrmmmmmun-
tend and hmd no adequate excund. This wae ocertainly an ex-
aggeration of his power. ?mmmmﬁghttow
ntqubd@tmm&uwﬂaMQM
mmdwﬂm»fawﬂwhdy\temuu

views on any subject related to the tonic at hand,

»xmamumnmauonhmmm
would come to hit own dovinions, bat if thevs conflicted with
the desires of the oo ity he would iu all 1ikelihood ve-

ocelve stiff opposillion in implemsnting thewi.



The Jekhotlans wes expected to be present at pitseg in
order to aasist the headsan in explaining things to the
people and to assist the headman in getting the cemse of the
meoting.  Gither the headess or the Jotons would cunduct the
PPEETEE

Tt 1z common these days for ocawrt owes to s hesrd wnd
motters of public cormcern to bda discussed at tie sane gather-
inge It iw not essy to aswseshle o lerge growy of adults be-
cauve of a generally low lowl of luterest in public matters,
pe that witem people are called to atlend the hosdman and her
MWhmtwuwuthudWh
be hardled st the sane Llae. sven @0 the complaint is often
M‘&‘t'ﬁhmmhao\mtm'wmm
waose topdos do o, o st ® W " r interest and whose
conclusiens have 1ittle jesobicnl importencoe with respect to
the preselng, mainly econdaie, probleme of the day.

umnmuamatmummch
mmmumummummt
Jommmmww.mnmuum-
sonal fallure. m'ammmnmtmw
hwwuﬂuhtm“; Nabatho's uoually
MM%MH“MM&“M. Jobere held &
Mua“uwwlvmmmmm,
mumwum'fmummm
mmkulmﬂ,otbnlmd'muwNomtun
wmmmtuummﬂsam.nwm.m
seldos done., Habetho holds zhtuon sboul once & manth and
grmtwmmmmhma‘m. Se ie not & Jovoe~
ful public apdwmier cod, a8 I shell explain in Chaptew Vi

mdmmwﬁawhﬂmmmww
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