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Abstract

The implementation of sustainable agricultural strategies to alleviate poverty in Topiya
Village of Emalahleni District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province.

Robert Ndlovu

The study seeks to establish how sustainable agriculture can improve livelihoods and
consequently alleviate poverty in Topiya community of Mpumalanga Province. The study also
entails an investigation into whether the Topiya community is food insecure, and in this
instance, how sustainable agriculture can be embraced smoothly to improve the food security
status of the Topiya community. The study also seeks to unearth whether raising rural
agricultural productivity is sufficient to improve livelihoods or a more robust and multi

dimensional approach is needed to improve rural livelihoods in general.

A research instrument (questionnaire) was designed and administered to 19 households. The
data is analyzed by way of frequencies and percentages. The results yielded by this study
demonstrated that Topiya Community is food insecure and a plethora of factors such as but not
limited to lack of adequate arable land, lack of farm assets, lack understanding of the concept of
sustainable agriculture contributes to this. The results also pointed to the fact that an intrinsic
understanding of what sustainable agriculture entails is of paramount importance for the
concept to be embraced and achieve the objectives of improving food security and

consequently alleviating poverty.



